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‘Stnall-scale miners séék

‘.

“THE Benguet Federatlon of Small-Scale Mm
ers (BFSSM) i§"seeking a fair mining’ Taw,
expressing dlsappomtment over the Depart-
ment of Enwronment and N aturaLResources
'(DENR) strmgent reqmrements de51gned to
“abolish” their industry Co
In a petition submitted ta Bayin' Muna
; Rep Carlos Isagani Zarate, the 20,000-strong

' BFSSM called on the lawmaker:to initiate

- meaningful legislative remed1a1 meastres to

allevmte their plight. A g
The peunon bewails the DENR pohcxes on

'mining, stating that the same are_

to aboligh simall-scale mining.”

Zarate, fwho heads the House l,émmn-f
tee oniNatural Resources, has called‘on the

DENR?'tb" nsiderthe plight of the ountry’s
small-scale'miners. = - oo
[The DENR should] ; gwe du conmd-

erations to allewate the. pltlful situation of _
the country's small-scale miners 133tead of

threaténing them Lﬂmat they will 1 se] ﬂ}&]l’

decades old source “of livelihood,” l;e said.
LEANDERC D?MINGO .
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DENR seeks to
wrden |mpact of
miners’ socral
dev’t funds

THE Envrronment department is draw-
ing.up-new guidelines for the utr_lrzatron
of minfng firms’ social development and .
management program funds (SDMP)

to benefit more people beyond ¢ mmels
host communities. !

. Secretary.Regina Paz L. Lopez saidl
that the department will retease the, -
gmdehnes as earty as year's end after
mlnlng companies have agreed to her
proposal "m principle” . L

“Today, it was agreed that we use -
the SDMP funds in an area development -
format. We want to help the mining
companies thate passed the audit to use
the SDOMP: funds i a more rmpactful
‘way,”she saldlin an interview W|th 4
BusmessWor!d earirer this month *

- Thie SDMP is funded with the e
equrvalent of 1 5% of miners operating
costs, The, frineral contractor commits to
_ the%ﬁtalnﬁ improvement in the fiving ;

ta rds;n the host and nelgh%ng }t
corn nrtles o

pmient impact wasﬁg _; ‘
of the crt\tena used in assessing miners™
operations during the nahonwrde metal !
miftes aisdit the government started in July.
The réview, now in its final phase -
with fesults targeted for releasé next . - ' -
month after numerous delays, mtended :
to weed out from the Industry mining
companres that employ substandard
environmental practices. It has left 0
mining firms facing possible suspensron ,
This brings to more than three— o
quarters of the country’s 41 metal mines
either facrng suspension or under threat
of such an order; The government also -
suspended 10 mines prior to the audit.
Some metal miners were left
unsanctined desprte alleged mfractlons L
whrch were deemed not severe enough
to merit suspension, : :
Compames that were not recom-
mended for suspension were Rio Tuba
Nickel Mining Corp., Philex Mining .’
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Herhouse’:s one‘of34ﬁn"fud huts

in the vﬂlage ‘of Notarpa]h,,a re- .
mote farmmg commumty three -
hours drive from Bhubaneswar,'..' ,
the capltal of the easteri Indian |

state;of @disha. The vﬂlage s’
flanked on one side by ‘the Jush "
mountains of the Eastern Ghats
and on the other_b sprawling

!

1, usmg cook ﬁ‘]
| de51gnshav ithe y
it was takln they EY

| RS T T
To

mNewDe lh

f‘ ‘é'year ‘
fweHavehad to take
gﬂ' fomma]or treat-

"He can t work

pelledi { Buns. kitcher hoWever:--'.f
where:dark soot marks,streak upjf_i
the walls and across the céiling — [
asign of the damage that coo]ﬂng
the fam;ly’s meals s domg to L
of thern, o
Puni: Pradhan does nob enJoy :
talkmg to strangers about - N
life, but her neighbor Rambha‘ ;
Pradhan (most of the wllagers
here share the same- ‘

ﬁu 5

-governmentall or -
e looked for ways

‘ usage ‘6f§fdlﬁ’éré;;1t designs of nqu[
: cookmg s‘?‘. oves to find out W

i
‘oneis rnore popu]ar and why; bw
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Ar%}% $or olegn ar |

Sin Notarpalh

oW UTHe othier is us- |if;
ing 4’ d1fferent desrgn. Some of [}
the wllagers have burred their}
; toveunder plles of f].re-

iy Pum P
orifite side —a

21

st opposrte thea\geeder,
so"ot«‘ , uldﬂyout o thaty

Raj ani, Rambh 4

low villager} havf’i::\l,'bee
s

| r carbon fmancmg scheme
i persuaded her not to go ba

chmate-change speola.hst at the her, old mud stove.
For now, the carben fina ing;

World Bank -says: “The mainij
. 'thmg holdmg ‘clean-cookin i 1s,bemg provided byagroup ff"_“

stoves back ;was- the jabsenc %
of an: attractl e product whichl:
meets peoplef i ‘
are only“now: moving towards

few months the Havebeen i

hécH -. !

.,n company
But eventually Ms. Raman
1 than hopes projects like this,can
. tapintonationalor multinatibnal¥:

canboh trading schemes:- rm" "}té;“,‘

A, e ) |
1 ALk
ﬂy stops: usmg one; caeeworkers - whlch made it evenh der ! | E
i can wsrt and start askmg detmled‘ iny design faultsgl g . ,' fine:pr ) grams ;mght hel ‘1 readyimproving villagers’ heall

Bldyadhara Dash, a local;d'

pnontyffor pohtlclans in wester
countnes-where the 1dea ofinte

_ d dlffrculty sleeping.”
“That figure has been ré
' ‘to 10% he says. “Rates of dyse
tery, ibronchitis and tubercul'd 18
" have all fallen.”
A The 1mprovements rnade by%
' ing. the newer type of stovep
: notenough, however. Although
-+ only;uses half the fuel of the . 0l¢
'f.ones, it is still fired w1thew
- g
- and; istill puffs smoke intort:
t  heart of villagers” homes..
o:. For remote communiti
}.{H-: as Notarpalli, changing pgop
) . behavior, in the long term
L adifficult task that it is bettel
y‘- ", startsmall.
.. “Itis not enough yet,” N
Ms. Ramanathan says.
“But it is a'step, and ¢

rnents for carbon savings. |
For every} hour the newer stoye it helps entrench beh 1ok

wanted to coolt rice, whrch akes Notarpallr has beeiviricorporated is used hougeholds receiveap ly— -'change If everyone worksjto
: mto anew desrgn, whrch isloaded ment, which.can adduptoato al gether on this problem ima:¢og
' : ' . of 'anywhere ‘between Rs100'a Y dinated way, maybe in the:
U b L TR e An. | TIGRANVa:ARFR - dauivalentito : next 10 years we might be.’ m&

L".; Sttt

house partly obscured by theu

gone into developmg and
derg’i'owth iswa’ ceramrc squatt

utmg cookstoves and we

."—-"f -
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The orgamzatmn disc
two thmgs from the data 7
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S o

rof the: Energy and“Resources In- bemg ased, he rephes “I do
st1tute based m New Delhr, says: know,' they never came back
check.” Lo e

many of: the problems th"
ported were surpnsmgly e

lage, Rambha explams‘ why’she r'wcmldn t realiz

stoppedrusmg a.n'earllerv 'on'*\that -the stoverf'"‘ ‘

of amore efficient stove, ' '
“The ;fee'der- hole 'w
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_typhoon vrctuns vand urged

L]

STIIIJNGEST_.

By Rey; nthony Ostria
@RAOstn‘_' NQ B

TIWI
along the hrghway was any:

thing but: Jmerry a day after:

Chrlstmas Wrecked houses in:
|

the town a.s evemng felI )

At leastuso percent of the "~'-.

‘houses i in this townrof 50,000

K were w,reckedbyTYp oon “Ni- ;. J‘#’ » ‘,
ec

lanueva descnbed

known s Durlan. "

R

' Defense iSecr etary Delﬁn

Camannes'sur on‘Tuesday He ©

refused ‘to- partrcrpate in the
distribution of relief goods
“That- style fs rotten, I ‘do not
like that, "rhe said..

But he promrsed to heIp the

them not to despa1r | hope
you wotld recover your bear-

ing,” he'said.

gvas the ::spi
: strongestvto stnke the Brcol re- D

T ]

TYPHMN Tﬂ IIH” Bll}ﬂl. IN 10 YEAHS

-_..; ar-old boy cirown
Marmduque and anothe

) forefthe stor

' ‘Iagers forced L
. ‘mas 1n crowded and powerless

convmce pe ‘Iple 16 sabandon

' therr Christ fas ‘celebrations

| the" shelters be-
fihrt

o srdénts just re-
ffused to *ledve ‘‘théir ' homes
even ‘when I ‘yarned them that

.and head fo

“youcan face what amoéunts to a
death penalty)”'Cedric'Daep, a-
top- disaster )ofﬁcral in Albay,
‘said by phone.
... Tens of t 'ousands ‘of vil-
'to"spend Christ-

an, - emergencys elters started to

fll | batan in AlbS
© provinces thal
_-Vjs'a,id'by phone/;

' Tlirée mote deaths werere- an
[

" ported on 'I‘uesday, :b‘ inging to

eight the ‘number. of pécple
killed in the -typhoon that

' lashed the Phrlrppmes over the
. Chrrstmas holidays withwinds

up to 235 lolometers per hour,

the government said.

At least' 18 otherslwere re-

‘ .ported as rmssmg from'the MV

" Starlight Atlantrc that sank off
Baéngas, krl}rng one, ‘

Fue: daymommg b
Nma ‘'was one ,of the_

strongest to hit the Philippines.
smce"Supertyphoon “Yolanda” -
(mternatlonal name: . Haiyan) ™
left more than 7,3oo people :

.dead or inissing and dlsplaced

oversrmlhon in2013.¢ -
 But officials. in,

pmvmces}found .1,t difficuit.to. -

) ty of the Philig

- distribution -

‘ MADONNA T. VIRS
some

feturn homefion‘ Monday to .
- deal with the amage el ‘
o "They hav
“tion centers ;

vleft thé evacua-
d ‘wé're-seeing
Ann Ongjoco,

¥, orie'* of -five

Operationg™"- af’ | Ninoy

: Aquino Internhttonal " Airport:
'gradually retufnied to' niormal

on ‘Tuesday, & day after 364
flights were ¢ iceled: -
The Civil ; vxatron Authon—
sifies said some
Pg rmillion w 'rth ‘of ‘damage

- %as'inflicted t the airports of
. Virac, Nagaan‘ Legazpr

‘There is e 'ough ‘Supply of

N

‘ nulled rice in ',eas affected by

Nina‘and stocks are ready for

‘anjrfnme " acs
JNau:ronal Food

cording to th

_ Authonty {NF ')

" NFA  offig er’ n charge
Tomas R. Es arez said"* in a
statement the ‘gency had well-
stocked ware ‘ouses nation-
wide;especiallyin the regions
of Bi¢dl, Calabarzon and Metro
Manlla —WIT! "upon‘rs FROM .
CYNTHIA D. BALAS DAXIM L Lo
CAS, JAYMEE T, L '
DOMINGO, JEAN m:'l.‘AuniAoz,
JUAN'ESCANDOR/ M{lRICAR éTNco,'
'MAR S, ARGUELLES; MAL' APRIL MIER,
; “MR:HAELJAU-
CIAN, oeu:m T. MAI..I.ARI AND FER-
iNANGIAN.AN,AP,AFP INQ vy

Flost electricity,



