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Sy

ise in UP

i

_DENR eyes ecological

THE Department of En- -WCis'anareafordevelopif * Castro. et -ii-lg,hot‘tisingandeqqnou‘{‘r  for the country,” shesaid.-
.vironment and Natural - mentwhichSecretaryGina© ] feel that the DENR . ics, o 'She added thatan”im)_o-;
Resources and the Uni- Lopez plans to transform - can offer UP an exciting - The DENR ¢ lef ex- . vativeenvironmental tech- :
- versity of the Philippiries  into an “ecological para- arena where they can pressed optimism the nology” will be put up in *
havejoinedhandsincfe—_ dise” and a tourist attrac- - - arlay their educational .parinership will . qut ;theparktoserveasaleam—;
ating models of integrat-  tion, o S .Eno‘w-how, their skills, . well and serve asal;ilddel ing ground for communi-
ed area development at ‘Lopez and UP Chan- including community for community develop- fiesand local government -
the Ninoy Aquino Parks cellorMichael Tan formal-. - development,”; Lopez ' ‘ment that can be replicat-  ‘units across the country.-
and Wildlife Center ized the cause througha said. o -ed in other areas in the . Meanwhile, Lopez .
(NAPWC) and UP Dili-, memorandiiin of under- ~yAt the same time, Lo- .country. | . 1. said the UP Arboretum
‘man campus in Quezon standingtogetherwith UP. pezsaidsheisalsolooking .., - it’s good for DENR will alsobean extensionof
ity, . - ~  "Vice Chancellor for Com- - atarchitecture, communi- - and it's good for the uni- 'the educational experi- -
The 25-hectare NAP- munity Affairs Nestor “tydevelopment, engineer- versi'ty,ifsalsoverﬁgpgd; ‘ence.  Joel dela Torre .
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‘Stop |ssu|n; flsh‘”“ pen perm its

in n Lagu

A flsherfolk group has

vironment and Natural Re-
sources(DENR) o stopissuing
permits to fish pen operatorsin
Laguna de Bay.
The Pambansang Lakas ng
* Kilusang Mamamalakaya ng
Pilipinas (Pamalakaya) said
the one-year moratorium is
not enough to rehabilitate

“fheflake
asked the, Eeparﬁment of En- %

By RHODINA Vi LLANUEVA A

s ,N_-The moratormm‘ n: the
iissuarice of perm1ts forfish:
‘pens should be for good: We.
do not totally reject fish pens
‘inLaguna de Bay, but it should
.comply with what the lake
can only hold. Fisherfolk oz-
-ganizations and cooperatives
should also manage the fish

pens, Fernando Hicap, Pa-..

e A

' 'big fish'pe permpe. , to 5) Pamal-
akaya saic ;permanent ban
" onthe 1s§ihanc
mits would not result in loss
of livelihood for small scale
fishermen, -
. The moratorlum on the
issuance of fish pen perm:ts,
which is effective next year, is
expected to to open the lake to

éof fish péhper- ::

ay’

smalakaya chan'man; said. - _
) ”Flsherfolk ?amllles were
deprived of [ghelr collective
rights to their, traditional fish-
ing grounds for decades. Now
is the time fon them to regain
and acknowledge their collec-
tive control on the lake perma-
nently,” Hu:ap said.

Contrary to the Clalm of

C icipal fishermen.
-k cap said the ban
s Spare the lake: froxﬂt-
erdegradation causedip
chemical-based pellet feeds
-used to culture fish., s
“Aside from thous‘ands

The lake allows up to only |
9,000 hectaree for aquaculture}
However, data from the

of factorles along the lake 'Laguna Lake Development
which dimp chemical wafstes ;Authority shows big fish
into*the water, thé use’of peh operato#s have occupied
feed add1t1ves and chemmals 22, 500 hectares.
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.CEBU CITY - The Env:ronme
Management Bureau (EMB) gf )
partment of Finy

Resourees (DENR) 7 has
‘Cebu City government to
stop the operation of an opej

.- Thid affer EMB mspectors found"
‘that; th. fac111ty, which is used as"
temp r umpmg site for the clty’

at thé South Road Propertiés. (SRP).-=-. N

garbag% as been ‘0pérating without,

the required Environmental. Gomph-
ance Cértificate (ECC), a violation of
Section 37 of Republic Act 9003, or the
Philippine Ecological Solid Waste Man-
agement Act of 2000. -
“Based on the investigation report

prepared by our field personiel, it Was .
found that indeed the City of Cebu was -

dumping mixed'solid wastes af'a'vacant

lotin SRP adjacent to the City’s Depart- |

inent of Pyblic Services Compound

without ain approved ECC,” said EMB :

7 Director Engr William Cufiado. .
With the wolatlon the DENR~EMB

7 issued a Cease and Desist Order’
yesterday, and addressed to Cebu Clty

Mayor: Tomas Osmena
The c1ty started using the dumpsnte

last Monday after the Court of. FAppeals
ordered the closure of the Inayawan

Samtary Landfill.:

- BaSed ofi‘the monitoring report-
released by the DENR EMB, the
SRP temporary dumpsite does not !
.have waste cover, site drainage, odor
control, placement of waste, fencmgfr -
litter control, signage, and wastewater"

treatment facxhty

Cudado reminded Osmenwof the ‘

provision: of Section 4 of Presidential .. - -
Decree 1586, which states that “No .
person, parlnerslup orcorporation shall,.
* undertake or gperate any such declaredm
envxronnmnta]]y critical pro;ector area,

without first securing an ECC Issued
by the President or his duly authohzed
‘representatwe” o

R ‘_, f
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'Cordillera maintains forest cover

BAGUID QITY: THe Depastment of En-

wronment and Natural Resources-
Cordillera Administrative Reglon
(DENR-CAR) has urged other
" stakeholders to continue working"”
fora greenex Cordillera while re-

- portingagood performance onen-

' vironment programs and services.

Regtonal Director Ralph Pablo.

said the“fegion maintained its

. 43 percent forest cover and that
through the National Greening .

Program (2011:to 2016), close to
100,000 hectares of plantation
; area. were added 1nclud1ng the
13,525 hectares target for this year.

Through the Watershed and

"Water Resources Research Center

*in partnership with, several state: .

e

umversmes and colleges, “%n ad-
“ditiohal 188 hectares of special
pfé]ect sites were planted with

one seedlings of better vanetles
“of tiées, headded! i qe

‘Pablo said environmental pro-
tection through the. ‘people’s uni-
fied effort is also protecting life, es-
peaaliy that of future generations.

For 2017, Pablo sald thé DENR
in partnership thh other- stake-

holders will be: 1mp1ementmg‘
the E-NGP or Enhanced Natlonal B 18
i ,commur” es. and nearby regions. .

Greening Program.’ - sl

"Our marchmg order is not only "

‘to look mto greening prolects but

‘alsolooki into howitcan help in the

economic way of life of the upland’
‘communities, suich as the introduc-
“tion of agro-forestly wherein fruits
. and other Fash crops can benefit the
‘ ,.,;local folk(’ he added. .

Pablo called on all regional
stakeholders to continue com-
mitment. and partnershlp for the

‘ protecnon, preservation and re-
. green1ng|of Cordillera, especially
" the region’s watersheds and forest
‘Teserves that also ‘play important

functlons for. the downstream

GABY B. KEITH !
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The environment and marlne

resources of the West Philippine Sea -

HE political and legal is-
sues of the West Philip-
pine Sea are being dis-
cussed at length in the media
these days. This column takes a
different view from the perspec-
tive of the environment and the
marine resources (especially fish-
eries) of the South China Sea.
Some ideas came from our paper
{Alcala and Encomienda, 2015)
published in the journal National
Security Review and copyrighted
by the National Defense College
of the Ph.lhppmes
Reclamation in the Spratlys ac-
cording to Professor John Mc-
Manus “constitute(s) the most
rapid rate of permanent loss of
coral reef in human history” as
well as marine propagules. The
thousands of hectares of re-
claimed, coral reef cause siltadon
that could kill marine larvae, in-
cluding coral and fish larvae. A
large number of fish larvae are
normally transported to the Phil-

ippines via ocean currents, bene-

fiting Palawan and western Luzon
in terms of sustainable fisheries.
Palawan will likely lose its pri-
mary role as the center of coral
reef fisheries in the Philippines,

This is indicEE:d by studies s of the

Joint Oceanographic and Marine
Scientific Research Expedition
{JOMSRE)} participated in by the
Philippines and Vietnam in 1996-
2007.

In the past, fish yields of the
muro-ami fishing pear in the
Spratlys (a gear which is super-
efficient in harvesting coral reef
fish and a destroyer of coral reefs)
is estimated at 12 to 20 metric
tons per yéar, the value of which
is 12 to 20 million US dollars per
year. This gear has been banned
because of its destructive effects

_on_coral_reef ecosystems. Added

to this are the fishery yields of the
Scarborough Shoal, which has not
be quantified.

Aside from fisheries, the Sprat-
lys (West Philippine Sex), used
to abound in turtes, giant clams,
and other useful invertebrates,

but as the result of overexploita-

tion these resources have become

rarer. The JOMSRE has docu-

mented this fact.

The Spratlys consists  of
shoals, atolls, low islands and
marine waters at various depths
to 4,000 meters. The atolls are
very important structures, hav-

ing various shapes, each one
with a deep lagoon in the center.
Atolls store nutrients and fish
and biodiversity propagules that
are released to the open sea at
periodic intervals. These prop-
agules are then carried to vati-
ous surrounding countries by
ocean currents. When they are
disturbed by humans, they cease
as centers of biodiversity, and all
surrounding nations lose . their
benefits from atolls.

The South China Sea, part of
which is the West Philippine Sea
benefits the Philippines tremens
dously. Qur politicians should
be aware of this fact and should!
include the beneficial values of
the West Phlhppmc Sea in their
assessment of its 51gmﬁca.nce to
the country. This is the reason
why we are in favour of tempo-
rarily suspending tertitorial claims
and establishing the concept of
the Peace Park, which is defined
by the IUCN as “transboundary
protected areas that are formally
dedicated to the protection and
maintenance of biological diver-
sity, and of natural and associ-
ated cultural resources, and to the
promotlon of peace and coopera-
ton.’
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By Hutor P. Burgos .lr. " :
@nestorburgosiNQ L

CITY—Decades old

have again been saved from a’

" road project.” . : ST

. The Department of : Pubhc(

. ‘Works and Highways (DPWH) ;
- has agreed to redesign a. Major. ;

drainage project so no trees.

-along General. Luna Street

would hé cut, said Councrlor R

" Leone Gerochi, chair of the city.

council's committee Ol publu:

services, envrronrnenml. protec-
. tionand ecology Y

Parts of the P10o- mﬂhon

" drainage project would be. built
‘under the: sireet, not: on; sthe;
 sidewalks. whete the trees. are,

Gerochl sald The projéct aims

" to address flooding in low-lying

City Proper District; especrally

durmgheavy rain. e
General Luna i§ 2 marn

thoroughfare stretchlng from

- the’ Umversrty of the. Ph!llp-
+./pines: Vrsayas campuSeto: 57:\ o
" royo K Fountain in front of Casa
3 .‘Real, “the ol

' caprto
i e Many re51dents,\part1 arly
L enw i onmental advocates,'-have

d Iloxlo provrncral

been opposmg the cuttmg of

' frées along. the 437-kilomeéter
street for mfrastructure pro—

: jeCtS They,have stressed that

the trees have become crty land—
. mnarks. :

- The DPWH had earher
. sought an, endorsement from
- the city councrl for the cutting
of the trees;.as. requlred by the
Department.. of:. Environment
and Natural Resources But Ge-
rochi and other councrlors have
expressed opposmon to the cut-
ting of the treesi. ., .~ \

In 2014; the, aty eouncrl as
well as envuomnentahsts and
concerned res1dents, Tejected
the proposal-of the DPWH to al-
so cut the trees due to a ‘road
widening’ pro;ect. ‘The plan in-
volved removing about half a
meter from each/side.of a con-
crete center: Strip. where the
trees are- plan,ted. to. expand the:
road from: four lanes.to six.,

The road wideningwas.con-;
tinued but the, trees wete main-2
tained. .. e S ‘a

Envnronmentahsts, _ have‘
been pushing for the preserva-n
tion of itreessand:: mangroves\«
amid the massive ] mfrastructure,
and other development prolectss
in the crty,. ‘They have msrsteda
that roads should have space fors
trees and pedestnans and nots
only for/vehicles:as a way of
mrtrgatﬁg the worsening ef-¥
fects of chmate change INQ
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Mmmg firm -

decr1es smear

‘campa1gn ;_‘  :
" TR FAVIREL _

The Claver Mineral Devélopment
Corporation (CMDC) has described
as “smear campaign” the graft charg-
es filed against it before the Office of.

- the Ombudsman by allegedly 111ega1
~mining groups -that were ousted Tast
--February by a- court order- frond its
, mining clalm m Carrascal Surxgao
* del Sury » g

CMDC ‘Pnesment Cesar Dete ,
denied that the company was en-
gaged in illegalmickel ore mining op: -
erations, and that it refused to give
indigenous - peoples their; rightful -
share: of revenues from mineral op- .
erations-in their ancestral lands. .~

Detera also decried the efforts to
hit one of CMDC’s owners, Surigao:
del Sur Representative Prospero
Pichay in the smear campaign. | -

. “The-truth;is, CMDC -uridér- new
. management since October:last;year
is proceeding with its rehabilitation
of its'mine; site in accorddnee ‘with
all mining regulations and pertinent
laws, including the Indigerious Peo-"
" ple’s Rights Act of 1997,” saig Detera, '
. CMDC officials welcomed the fil:
. ing of a case with the Ombudsman
by a group of indigenous people who
claimed that the company engaged in
-illegal mining operations and abused
'their rights : by withholding.,/ then'
share of miningirevenues. ...} ¢
The company officials sald)those
| who filed the case included 'an illegal
miner: 5operatmg within the CMDC
|" mining claim and ordered ousted by
the local court.earlier this year. .
Detera 'said an invéstigation
_ would:Show: that there were actually -
several: .othér indigencus ' people’s
» groups-who were also seeking this
_ share from'the operation of CMDC’
mining claim, - I

= S
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| RUSSIAN companies in the nuclear mining,
-and rail. industries are set tovisitthe Philip-
 pine next year, the Department of Foreign

- Affairs (DFA) said, citing:a Russian offical

The visits form part of the Phl]lpplnes—
' Russra Joint: Comrmsmn on ~Trade a‘nd‘
Economtc Cooperatlon (JCT EC) meetlng
. inthe Phrhpprnes scheduled 16 January
“ The intergovernmental body will he
* co-chaired by, Deputy Mlnrster for the

Russian Department of tnter-reglonal and '

Cross-border Cooperation.of: the Mrmstry
- of Economic Development. Alexander i
Tsybulskiy and Departmenit of Trade: |
. and Industry Undersecretary Ceferlno S
. Rodelfo, and is intended to: expand trade
: cooperatlon between the twé.countries.
Ina statement refeased by the:DFAen
Monday, Mr. Tsybulskiy said that-he will
{be joined on the visit by.execlitivesfrom
'Rosatom State Atomic Energ#Cofp;5C
IRussian Railways, and MMC Norisk Nickel.
* . Rosatom has nuclear construction
projects in Finland, Hungary. Iran Indla
uVletnam andChina. v @ v &
, : - I Its 2015 ey Facts report, the.com-
pany has operations in 52 countries with
; ,annual overseas revenue.of $6.3 billion.
*Russran Rarlways reported 2015“
' 'revenue of about $24.48 brlllon o
y ¥ Norilsk Nicke! has oversgas:gpera-
:tIDnSIh F|nIand the United Kingdom
: -rthe United States, Chlna and Switzerland
.wrth about $3; 843 bll]lon |n revenue for

;i'mlmng firms to Vlslt PHL

thefi rst haif of 2016 It reported revenue
of about $8, 54billion in.2015. :

Phlllppme Ambassador to Russia Car-
los D. Sorreta met?wrth Mr, Tsubulskiy ast
week tofqlscuss thts upeommg meeting.

Sought rcomment Forelgn Affairs
Spokespefson Charles;C. Jose said that
the Phlllpplne Embass%’rn Moscow will
send to theDFA 3 full list of Russian
compames setto visit: the Philippines,

“Per our Russra Desk, we don't have
yet the complete Tist of compames but we
expect to receive It from our Embassyin .
Moscow,” MrrJose s said insa textmessage,
adding that so far the DFAhas confirmed
the thres companies fisted above,

Maxrm Anyanin, head of the Visa
Section'of the RussnntConsuIate ina
phone mterwew sald that the:meeting
between Mr‘TsybuIskly and Mr. Rodolfoy;

which was origlnally set for th|_§ month

was postponed o Jan 20:

Ina news “conference. Iast month
Russian Ambassador. to Manlla Igor Kho-
vaev said that some, Russran companies
have expressed mterest in investing in
railway; telecommunications, energy-
and mmlng inthe. Philippines.. ,
igh demand for
tropical frulta particularly bananas
which could he: supplled.by the. Phllip-
pines té Russm yiathe eastern city
of Vladrvostok Lucta Edna P de
Guzman .

P
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3 mlners burled
~alivein |Ilega| mlne

I.EGAIPI crnr Albay'Three mmers were
caved i in on Monday evening in
Labo, Camarines Norte caused by
torrential rain brought by tail end
of the cold front affectirig the Bicol

'+ region in the past few days, |

* Senior Inspector. Maria Luia
Calubaquib; Philippine National
Police-Bicol spokesperson, iden-
tlﬁed the victims as Florentino
Mallanes, 47; Mark Alvin E¢hano,
22; and Joel Lucena, all residents
of Barangay Dalas in.Labo.town.
4 police report said the min-
€13 Were trying to retrieve mining

. equnpment msxde the abandoned

e ——— >

pitwhena huge amount of water

enguifed the mine, trappmg the '

victims inside. L
The illicit mining site is located
at Purok 4, Barangay Benit in Labol; .
For'the past years, many miners;
have. lost lives in the 1llegal andl;--
small-scale mining operations in;

.Camarines ‘Norte-and the 1sland

province of Masbate. !
~ These lllega] and small- scale '
mmmg opefations have thrived!
in Camarines Norte since t1me‘
1mmemor1al and are mostly run by
prominent personalities mcludmén;

local’ p011t1c1ans o
RHAYDZ B. BARCIA[
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- 3 minero: naflunod-patay.sa lonh
" ng mining pit sa CamHNorte

" 'NAGA’ CIT),’ Nakhwi ang tatlongmmero mata(pns maIunod sa
“mining pit sa Labo, Camarines Norte.
‘ K]nllala ang “rmga’ biktima na sina Florentmo Mallanes' 47, Joel
. Cernla, 36,’at Mark Alvm Echane, 22.° :
’ Napag—ala.man Ta sinusubukan saria’ ng tat]o ha lahon ‘mula sa
" abandonadong rhining pit ang equ:pmentna ginagainit sa pAgmimina.
'Ngunn habang nasa ilalim ng hukay ang mga, ito ay b:gla na-
“lamang ur;lanong bumuhos ang, malakas na u]qn
Pinasok ng fubig ang naturang mmmg pit nia nagmg daan upang
",malunod ang tatlo na'agad binawian ng bubay. I

[, S R R SV S
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Nagpaa ala sa publiko
kahdpon ahg’ “Bireau of
Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (BFAR) na
huwag magtapon ng mga
basura sa karagatan oilog
matapos ‘nh | matagpuan
ang isang patdy na balye-
na sa-baybayin ng Samal
Island sa Davac del Norte
province [sa Mmdanao

natagpuan sa “toastal ba-

rangahynngréndaatbase 'sa DV
sa 1msyal 18:pagsusuri ay
agéw itodahil

sa dami ngbasdrang nasa

RELERERY YA

1Baly_ena patay sa dami

surang nakam

tiyan nité., °
Karamlhan 54 mga
nasa bltuka ng balyena
ay; pawang figa basurang
mula sa plastic, gayun din

ang mga fishnets'at kahay

namanaring napagkamalan
na pagkam ayon sa BFAR.

Na;s umanong pag-
aralan' pa -at mapreserba
ang, cagcass ng balyena sa
tulong g .Bone Collector

isé .1s'ang non-
nt gamzatmn

"Nratagpu_ g balye-
na nltongL Sa do l‘ﬁmang
(ALJacinto)" * 7 i
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ENDANGERED. This picture taken on November 8, 2016, shows Andatu, a Sumatran rhino, one of the rarest
targe mammals on earth,at the Rhino Sanctuary at Way Kambas National Park in easterniStumatra. There
. are no morejthan 100 left on the entire'planet and Andatu, a four-year old male; is one af the last remaining

hopes for the future of the species. He is part of a special breeding program at the Way Kambas. National Park
in eastern Sﬂmatriihat is trying to save this critically endangered species from disappealli!‘hg forever. AFP




