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DENE, UP forge p&cﬁ to c:;:eaﬁte
mode:s of integrated area &evt

e

S

By JoNATi AN L. MAYUGA
W @jonlinayuga

HE Departiment of Environ-

E mentand Natural Resources

(DENR) will create models
of integrated area development to
promote socialjustice and sustain-
able human development.

Environment Secretary Re-
gina Paz L. Lopez said, initially,
the DENR and the University of
the Philippines (UP) are eyeing
to enhance the Ninoy Aquino
Parksand Wildlife Rescue Center
(NAPWQ) in Quezon City, prom-
ising to turnthe 25-hectare park
intoan “ecological paradise” and
“tourist attraction.”

The NAPWC is one of the few
remaining “patches of green” in the
city, whichisalsoa repository of res-
cued wildlife.

Currently, the NAPWC is un-
der the management and admin-
Istration of the Protected Areas
and Wildlife Bureau, an office un-
der the DENR by virtue of Proe-
lamation 723, dated Qctober 25,
2004, signed >y former President
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo.

The proclamation reestab-
lished the parlasaprotectedarea
and a compornent of the Nationa}
Integrated Protected Areas Sys-
tem (Nipas).

Along with UP Chancellor
Michael Tan, the DENR signed
a memorandum of understand-
ing during a news conference last
Thursday formalizing the collabo-
ration between the DENR and UP.
The DENR and UP vowed to do

“many things” together, starting
with the NAPWC,

“Itis good for the DENR and good
for UP," Lopez said of the newly
signed pact.

Lopez said they plan to put up
innovative environmental tech-
nologies and turn the park into
“an extension of the educational
experience of students.”

“The DENR canoffer UPanex-
citing arena where they can par-
ley their ecucational know-how,
their skills, including community
development, including architec-
ture, agricilture, engineeringand
even housing,” Lopez added. She
said a series of meeting between
the DENRand UPwillensue start-
ing next year.

Tan, for his part, said the col-
laboration aims to make “a model
for development,” and prove that
“environmental conservation is
compatible with other needs for
human communities.”

“We will draw up the different
plans next year,” Tan said.

Lopez said the park will also be
used for various research and devel-
opment, including, among others,
renewable cnergy technologies.

She said the Protected Areas
Management Board (PAMR) of the
Ninoy Aquino Parks, which is a
Protected Area, is involved in the
planned tiansformation that will
take place starting next year.

Lopez said she is hoping that
what will transpire in the Ninoy
Aquino parks will be replicated in
other areas with the help of other
learning institutions.
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BY KEiTH ANTHONY S. FABRo
. Phrhppmes News Agency

Some 100 specres of birds in

the Tubbataha Reefs Natural

lPark (TRNP) in Cagayancﬂlo Pala-
‘wan, areat risk of losing theix breed—
ing ground following observations

that the brrdrslet onthe Nort‘hAtoll

PUERTO PRINCESA CITY—

s progressrvely erodmg
- "If the eros1on {of theislet contin-
ues, we nnght lose it, and the birds

"'ments of waves and currents was sal
ready observed in 2004, when TMO
started measuring the idlet.

LatestTMO datashowsthatthe
two islets in TNRP—the Bird Islet
at North ‘Atoll and South Islet at
South Atoll—now support at, least
38 500 seabirds.

Itis the main rookery and breed-
ing ground of the seabird species

. Red-footed Booby, Brown Boaby,
Greatcrested Tern, Sooty Tern, Black
‘ Noddy and Brown Noddy

w111 no longer have' a home, a  place
forbreeding,”Retch Paglrawan Tub-
batalia Managemenit Office’ (TMO)
researcher told the Ph111pp1ne News
. 'Agency in a chance mtemew over

- the weekend.

“Pagliawan said the islet’s vegeta— _

.txon area has also decrearsed thus

'speedmg up the eros:on .

“The main impact of that is actu-

ally for the breeding birds,” she said,

" adding that Tubbataha is the lastin- *

’ tactseab1rdhab1tat1nthe Phlhpprnes

The TMO also noted that 1t 1s

' the only known breedmg area of :

the worcestri subspecies of Black
Noddy, oneofthefewbreedmgareas

- of Sooty Tern and Brown Noddy in
" the country

Thécritically endangerea Chnst— .

: mas Island Frigate bixd (Fregata an-
“drewsi), regularly occurring’ w1th ip o

to fiveindividualsatatime,as wellas
"¥he Chinese Egret, Swinhoe's Storm
! Petrel, Birasian Curlew and ‘Black-
. tailed Godwit,also seekrefugemthe

Th% erosron, partrcu]arly on the
northexasternpartofthel 5-hectare - -

islet, ljlas alerted the TMO, prompt-

mg1ttoseekhe1pfromtheUmversmy
of th Phlllppmes—Marme Science

Instxtute (UP-MSI).

Anl oceanographer and geologist.

from 1 P—MS]Lwﬂl condict astudyin
Apnl 017 andwillproposebiodiver-

mty—fnendly measures ‘that would

halt the erosion, Pagliawan added.

She explamed that this natural

phen menon, caused by the move-

.; islets or{'TRNP accordmg to TMO.

Belieyéd to bé locally extinct for

;more thah 20° years, the Masked -

"Booby riaappeared again on the bird
islet on May 11, 2016.

Conmdermg mast of the seabird
speaes]::reedlng atTRNParethreat-

" ened at natronal or regional levels,

' since lagt year it has been included

"in the ast Asran-Australa51an Fly- .
:way Partnershlp, an international -
- netwo J:icreated tO conserve mlgra—

: tory bi

s and its habrtats

38 500
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By Gabrrel Cardmoza
@gcarclmozaINQ

. MANGATAREM, PANGASI- L
NAN-—The lush forest of Man- !

leluag Spring National Park

" here may have impressed: her)|
but Ermronment Secretary Gi~!
na Lopez said the local govern-|
ment should try to refnove 1tsr'

urban trappings. - ' "

Lopez said ‘she was “dis-
mayed to see the pools and
concrete walkways and plcmc
sheds in the'atea..

“What you have ‘is heauti~
ful. Preserve it'and don’t create
an urban envn‘onment because
your specialty is the fact that
it's not urban. Why will people

come heretoseean urban‘enyi-- -

ronment’-’" she- said during a

visit to the park onFriday. -

The' 1;935-hectare park in

Barangay Malabobo was de-

‘clared a national park in 1940
N . [ng .

by

“The Manileluag Spring N

anda protected area in 2004 It
is managed by the Department
of Environment: and Natural

Resources (DENR)

According o *Paquito
Moreno, DENR reg10na1 dJIECtOl',
about goo ha ofthe’ park had

. - been designated as+a multipur-

pose zone, wherea 100°ha recre-
ationial'area was developed. The
park, which is. 65 kilometers

lational Park in Mahgatarem town,
Pangasinan, features a pool where water from a natural hot Iw
springis collected -—wlLLu-: LOMIBAO

.

F

' e St )
from the Tarlac-Pangasman ;
Road, features a hot spring, twol"

swimming- -paols,a pavﬂlon and ;: e

several picnicsheds: -

“Put up ‘ecorlodges; made of] !1* can visit through the Tarlac
;- serve- healthy food|: ?
. and then. keep the’ ‘place beauu:;li

bamboo .

and ban 'smoking'so people can))
enjoy the frésh aJr," Lopez said. j

“F'suggest you put trails for:
joggmg, hiking’ %nd blklng fori

b T T tem - ~ere e

{“ shesaid.

[

people to enjoy nature. Mamla 5
'iss0 polluted and you can come -
i here and have fresh air and; [en-
.. gage - in] bonding [moments],

: Parigasinan Rep. Amado’ Es« .

. pino Jr.,, who was the goverrior h
' :from 2007 to 2016, said he had w

asked ‘the DENR to allow the'\
rovincial government to man--g e

}‘ rage thenationat park, = % 3

- ‘He'said the provincial' gov:%
‘ernment spent P25 million' to';

, -improve the access road Iead-:i

"ing tothe park, aside from-the
.many, tree-planting acnvmes
' he' conducted in the area. "'y -
"Th13 is the first beautlfull- :
pIace il Pangasinan that tourists % -

_..l_.tﬂ.l

X afigasinan Road,” he said,

" Lopez said that she would‘
.| ¢onvene a committee to'look
ninto Espmos proposal foi'the
provmce to manage the park j

! INQ

N
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MARIA AURORA Aurora— Tl'le na{:lonal @em—
mentf has selt aside P9 million for the development
of eco-tourism facilities at the 5, OOO-hectare Auror
.| ra Memorial National Park in this town.. .. :
Arturo Salazar, assistant fegional director for : R
technicdl services of the Department of Envirori-
mentand Natural Resources DEN'R), said fhe fund-
ing Will'be used to set up comfort fooms, informa-
tion center and hiking area in the AMNP, About
40,000 hectares of the AMNP are located i this .
province and the rest in Nueva Ecija) . " !
" Salazarsaid that next year, they are eyeing1 fund-
ing allocatioris for the Dinadiawan River Protected
Landsciape “(DRPL) in Dlpaculao, Aurora’ and the
Pantabangan—CarTanglan Watershed Fores‘tReserve
.| in Nueva Ecijai
) Raizza Lico, chief of the protected areas manage—
ment (PAM) and biodiversity. conservahon‘sectmn
" (BCSY of the DENR in Region 3, sard that'aside from
the AMNP, ‘other protected areds ‘which received
allocatmnm theregion are the Batdan National Park
1 (BNP): worth P5 million, the Biak-fia-Bato ‘National
‘Park:in Bulacan (P13 million), the' Mmalungao Na-
'tlonal Park (NMINP) in Gen. Tinio, Nieva Ecija (P13
vn‘tl].].lOI‘l) and the Mt. Arayat Natxonal Park (MANP)_
in Pampanga (I’5 million).

The AMNP is considered a protected area apart
fromthe6,471.08-hectare Amro RiverProtected Land:
scape (ARPL) in the mumcupahty of Casxguran, the
3,371.332-hectare DRPL in Dlpaculao town, the
T 2,266 47-héctare. Slmbahan-Talagas Protected Land:
" | scapés (STPL) and the 3,526.29- hectare Talaytay Pro-
' tected Laridscapes (TPL), both'in Dn‘talﬁngan
) Thé protected-area conversion-of the four was

¥ contained in Serate- Bill 1901 ifttoduced by Sen.
Loren Legarda entitled “An Act 'declanng as Pro-
tectel] Areas and Buffer Zones the parcels of fands.
designated as such by the Presidenit of the Repiiblic
of the’ Philippines pursuant to Republic-Act 7586
otherwisé kiiown as the Natiohal ]"m:egrated Pro-
| tected Areds System (NIPAS) Act,  providing for
their! managemént and for other purposes v
Mampr Banez
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kllled Whale mSamal

‘ DAVAO CITY - Garbage '

and toxins were foupd inside

~the stomach of a 38-foot ju-

_ “I7" venile sperm whale that was

¥ beached offshore in the Island

" GardenCity of Samal over the
-4 weekenid:

- A backhoe had to be used
to pull its carcass to the shore
of Barangay eranda, Babak
district. :

. -Based on experts estl-
< miate"the whale may pos-
LT ‘Slbly have been'seven years
. dld'eFfore.
The Bureau of F1sher1es and
Aquatlc Resources (BFAR)
. said in its necropsy report
/" that various toxic foreign con-
tents were found inside; the
. stomach of the distressed
-+, mammal such as plastlc, ifish
. netand hooks, a pigee of hard
‘wood with nail, rope and steel
wire —all ultimately causmg its
Ppremature death.

It added that ‘the whale 5
stomach also contained fish
eyes, fish bones and carti-
lage, different sizes of squid
beaks and numerous stomach

- worms,
Danell Dean Blatchley, ce-

: ;__astlce',l*-

‘ _steel‘ Wlll'S

tacedrt expert and proprleto
of D Bone Collecfor Museum *u
said the caise. .0f dedth mus 4
have. ‘been 1nterna1 due tq
the lack of ewdent physma g
injuries.

He added that the Davad
Gulfis host to a@least 18 of 27 '
species of. whales seen in thei!
country.. : ]‘*
Blatchley’s: museum actuy’ ‘

ally! houses 58 of the total *
J,gtons thati he

. ey ‘. r%&g, through thi

seveén years in Davao Gulf “jj-:
only four died due to natu ‘l'f'
ral causes. The rest of the

died because of plastic waste],
were caught by nets or klllec}
through dynamite ﬁshmg or’
were-unable to feed in the
sea. A majority of them died.
because ofhurnans " Blatchley, .

a samtary landfill' where its-
remains will be buried.

DNAnsamples were taken’
from ‘the whale and turne
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Residents look ata dead Juvenile sperm whale on Samal Island In Davao del Norte n Saturday

“over to the BEAR for further
-study by experts, while the
.skeleton will be brought to a
'museum in Davéo for cleaning
‘and processing.

“Then it will be sent back’

‘to Samal where it will be

placed in an education center -

so people will have a view

of the kind-of animals they:

could encounter around Sa-
mal and the Davao Gulf ”
Blatchley said.

He added that it would

 the whalerwill e the largest

!
DEAN OHTIZ

also teach peop e of the need
to "take care o. <our environ-
ment.” o

The preserv d remains of

on dlsplay in

e country, he
also_sa;d. - Wi

Yahoo News

——— . . - [,

I_..g‘uﬁ_R
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MARINE debﬁé}%ﬁéﬂy plastic wastés, i négatively !
affecting nigre. than 800 animial species and causing '
serious logses to niafly countries’ econdmies, accord- ¢
'ing to.a Unitéd:Nations report. /b oioee - o
.+¥The reporfMartie'Debris: Undersftand_inl‘%]
.ing arid Mitigating theSignificant Adverse Impacts 6n’
+Marine and'Coéstal Biodiversity found that the gum- ,J
inciRq

- i
1

‘ber of speciesiaffected;by marine debristhas d |
'from 663 to 817 since 2012. This wasfg is anincrallitig |
-threat to human health and well-being; and'is costing
.countries billj ollars each year;.the UN report
said. . = e
" “IThope tha report will provid&governments |

-and other stakeholdeg;wﬁh the hﬁbﬁm@h‘gqnmeedegl{to .
-take urgent actions to address marine debris, oneof the ;
"most prominent .threats to marine ecosystemsj-and -
 support healthy and resilient oceans as acritical aspect.. - i
- of achievingstistainable development,”-said" Bradilio - L
Ferreira de:Soyza Dias, the Executivé. Dijector:of-the -, T
- Conventiofion Bioldgical Diversityi(GB
.=~ Marine debris-istusually defined asal
- manufactu¥ed: or'processed solid mi,a“ben :
disposed of, or-abandoned in the marity and.cdastal
- environmernit.: Thiee-quarters of alllmarine«debfis.is .
plastic,a petsistent and potentially hazardous pollut-
: apt,.w}ﬁcﬁ, fragments into microplastics’ v be
 taken up by & wide:ranige of marine org i
.. The most cémmon types of marine
- ‘Wrappers, bottle ¢aps, straws, groce]
ite butts. Five of th&ise

‘bottles andcigar,
cof plastic. [ .. v . P e
.- Marine and coastal:species - fish, seabirds; marine
“thammals and reptiles- are affected by:mdtiné debris - :
zmostly through ingestion or entanglement. According i
‘to the report, 40.per cent of cetaceans, anid-44:per.cent :
" of seabird ,sFe_(:ies are affected by marine debris:inges-
- Hon. The effect of ingestion is not always understood,
. as many ingest-microplastics - little piéces-or'frag- -
-anents that are1éss than five millimeters-in‘diameter;
.~ Plasticisa v_e?r common materialin ourdaily lives
—eight per centof global oil productionis used to make ..
 plastic items. However, it is hard to dispose of.and | i
many times is discarded after a single use ~ think of - :
plastic bags to carry groceries, wrappirig for packaggs,
‘among many. others. - el o T
i -~ Annual plasfic production has substantially-in- ;
_lereased over the last:60 years, from 1.5 million ton in |
the 1950s to 288 million tons in 2012, with approxi-
. mately md—thhd%-gf:iproducﬁon occurring in East | i

s
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Partylisgoup urges ENR: B

BY MARVYN N. BENANING
oL Correspondent,

PARTY—LIST ‘g'r"oilp" 6n: Monday
asked the Department of Envi- |

ronment and Natura] Résources
(DENR) t0 help alleviate the situation
of small-scale miners “instead of threat-
ening them of losing their dgc?.d,qs-‘?ld

3 o itilw, ., e d
source of livelihood.” ;. ¥, #- L .

Partyist Rep. Carlos Tsagani' Zirate °
of Bayan Muna, who chairs the House

Committee on Natural Resources, issued '

the call'during'a gathering of small- and
large-scale miners in Itogon, Benguet.
In the meeting, Zarate described the

MiningActof1995asbeing “lopsidedinthe -

favor of large-scale mining corporations.”

. “The DENR _ténn'oj;'juslt dismiss the "

. FORn Lo Ny - s . 9"
operations of small-scale miners-as il-

legal and demand them to stop. This is *

livelihood for thousands of people, and

it has been so for generations, especially

here in the Cordillera.” | N
“Secretary Regina Paz L. Lopez must

heed the plight of the ordinary small-scale’ -

miners. Instead of closing them down, it

must push for the modernization of.our .

G BT
iSecretary Regina

l _.P‘a; L. Lopez must
heed the plight of the

miners. Instead of
it must pushifor the

‘modernization of our
" small-scale mining

AT gk
ecological practicés

A

. s Ti .- Lot
small-scale mining industry and sy‘ﬁpogt :

more healthfuland ecological pracﬁf:é's’ii_if"f

mining,” Zarate said.

Stiff 'féql._lire’mghts, with litEle to nosupq

port at all fz"orn the government. Mo A

.while, large-scale mines, mostly foreign, |

have wrought havoc and destruction to
our lands for decades with all incentives."
given to them. We cannot treat our peo- ..

1

ple this way. The Filipinos dnd our Quest
‘ fornatioha’li'r'idustrializatiqnmus't'be-the,

N e PR
primarybeneficiaries of ourrich mineral

Bt bbbt kb R LT

- dosing them down, . -

inmining.” -

ordinary small-scale -

. gent 1 \
. “designed toabolish small-scale mining.””

; industry and support ;‘ -
" . morehealthful and

|<,

_ resources,” he added.

In a\! ‘ﬁ‘ét'it'ion submitted to the ﬁayah

Muna :'q:lwr‘n"aker, the 20,000-strong Ben-

guet Federation of Small Scale Miners :
?;q‘lso bewailed the DENR’s strin-"

(BESSY
quirements, since the same are

Thealso called on Zarate's committee
toinitidte ‘meanihgfullegislativeremedial

é“ ‘ measurestoalleviate theirsad condition.”

\
T+

'
.

! living

i f 3 S, . ,and, at
“The DENRjsforcing small-scalemin- =
s R - b AT
erstosupposedlylegalize their operations
but under a Yegime that requires very"

"We’?é;‘e.ek the support of our smiall-

fairtosmall-scale miners .

scale miners for the crafting of a more
pi’ogreﬁ#iye, pro-people and pro-en-

viron ént mining law that will help

; propel ur country to industrialization -

i

n

' supportand recognition to small-scale,
" a ;

‘traditicnal miners that had eked out.a

the same -time, also gives due

from ourminerals for centuries,”’
iy ifs v

 Zarateadded. = = S
. The Committee on Natural Resources

'

is delibef‘ja:tin‘g on comprehensive mining -
* bills to eplace the Mining Act of 1995,

- Mining Act, to incorporate the conceri

i ‘ “ing elsevi{here in the country.
. - b .

Itis alsollooking into amending Republic
Act 707 ‘,‘:alsb known as the Small-Scdle

\of BESSM anid other groups of small m
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New Caledoman miners o r;;a\mp.

up nickel ore exports to China'

SYDNEY/PARIS (Reuters) — New
Caledonia’s nickel ore miners have ap-
phed to increase shipments to China
after 'an environmental crackdown on
Ph1hppme mine supply this year has
caused prices to spike, four sources fa-
miliar with the matter said this week,

Two miners, Societe Metallurgique
Le Nickel (SLN), owned by France's

" Eramet, and Societe des Mines de la
Tontouta (SMT) have applied for permits
to export more ore to China in 2017 the
sources-said.

China is demandmg new sources
of nickel ore to feed its vast stainless
_steel industry after the Philippines,
the world's biggest.ore exporter, haited
production-at some mines for environ-
mental violations. China's steel industry
has boosted production this yearto meet

| -construction deiand amid a domestic

. property boom. -
- Chinabegan unportmg ore tlus year
1. from New Caledonia for the first time

RN

since 2011; after shipments toAustrahas

Queensland Nickel were diverted after |

the plant.shut down due to low prices,
and as Philippine exports fell. The island
temtoryls the world's fifth-largest nickel
miner, producmg nickel Jaterite ore, a
type prized by Chinese. smelters. .
. "We are requesting an extension to
sell 950,000 tons of laterites a year to
China for two years," said Thibaut Mar-
telin, general manager of SMT, up from
350,000 tons initially allowed.

The mining company; owned by -

Groupe Ballande, said it.had reached
its quotas and was now lumtmg produc-
tion.

¥y

. "We are runnmg out of stock space .
and if we had had the quotas, we could

liave had:loaded three more ships,"

Martelin said. .

" ‘The New Caledoman government ‘

wﬂl reyiew the applications next week
'Wth a quarter of the world's nickel

'reserves, New Caledoma has resisted

selhng o 'e djrectly to consuming coun—
tries to sihelt and refine onshore, boost-

“inga rhain source of its revenue.

Chmla must find new nickel ore

‘sources after the Philippines halted

* eight ni

year..

el mines earlier this year and
may Susp nd another 14. Togethier, those
‘mines wpuld account for more than half

of the Phi fppmes nickel ore output last ‘

The onset of the Phlhppme rainy

season may also halt shipments to Chma

over the’ commg months. -

a imported 12 percentless nick-'
el ore in'the first ten months of the year

at26.2 nhlhon tons and its ore stockpiles

are near five-yéar lows.

However, China's stainless steel
output st ed 7.0 percent to 11.73 million

! tonsin the first half of the year

LME nickel prices have ]umped' 28

’ percenﬂ this year because of the Philip;
- pine su ply concerns, and last traded up

0.6 perc[ént at$114552 ton.
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fects our lives. When it
is everywhere

(e g

ﬂoods) and when 1t is"

nowhere (eg droughts); ‘we

have serious problems. That is

why we need a water. master- .

plan so that we can control wa-
ter, 1nstead of water control-
lingus., ., +

In the Phlhppmes. 70 per-
cent of our water is used by
agnculture That is ‘why the
five coalition Agri Fisheries Al-
liance {AFA). identified this-is-.
sue as a pnonty in' executlve
sessions . with
Duterte and Agriculture Secre-

tary Emmanuel Pifiol. Unfortu-

nately, nothmg significant has
happened

, President -

in , the last six:

months. The five AFA coali- -

tions represent farmers and
fisherfolk;:. agnbusmess, sci--
ence -and. technology, . rural
women,. and multisector lead-
ers. : :

ment ' Committee Chair ~Sen.’
Loren: Legarda,. ‘Natural . Re-.
sources Secretary Gina Lopez
and Climate.Change Commis-
sion (CCC) Secretary Manuel de
Guzman. '
' LastDec 17,AFA metw1thDe
Guzman.,He approved two AFA
proposals First, CCC will- ar-
range; for the formulation’ of a'

preliminary skeletal water mas-

ter plan that will be.discussed-in
a national ‘public-private water'
summit in March 2017, and, sec-

ond, the University of the Philip--
pines Los:Bafios. (UPLB) Founda-

tion will initially act as the coor--

dinator for this master.plan for-

mulation; assisted by AFA in its

steering committee. « - .. ¢

The AFA'has since brought .
this up with Senaté Environ- -

ater . signjﬁ'cantiy af-: T — = - L

2.

| The LGUsshouId'

be eqmpped wlth

: .water-treatment

facilities .

. "and make,
arrangements

‘for thé more

than one mllllon

households
that do ‘noi_;_ have
sanitary toilets
and septic: tanks.

n\‘ o

Also partlcrpatmg in this
meeting were UPLB  Deans

. Decibel Eslava of Envirénmen-

tal Science and Management

.and-Arnold Alepano of Engi-

neering and - Agro Industry
Technology; Water: Expert Pa-
tricia. ‘Santos’ representmg the
UPLB Chancellor,: ;and- former
Planters Development Bank

~ president and Ambassador je-

sus Tambunting.

_, - 'The United N‘atmns had

earlier predicted aglobal short-
fall of water by 2030. But a CNN

' probIems would occu}:. as early

report 1n the last few days stat-

ed that; very senous water)

L)

Phlllpplnes By 2020, Batangas}
will have 20: percent less water:!

areas: that 'this 'master pla

water avallablhty and water
shed management.

Inifact a Pagasa report condji
fims this will be true in the}z_;

[
3.
I
I
i

example. ‘80 “percent of the

1 ‘massive pollution in the Lagu- :

l holds

Ltanks

i,

J,‘ ..And of course, the 57 mll-‘
‘ lion denuded hectares should‘ i

".be addressed immediately with

- Lopez’s

Low-lying fruits ‘

Whlle this jis bemg done, w,
should 1mmed1ately

_{'D,g

impl
ment,low cost but mgh 1mpa; t -
1mt1at1ves Roger Navarro said . .-

that inore: than 8o ‘percent
our’ plggery and. poultry farms
were wasting. huge amounts ‘f
water They should - construct
downspouts that can'catch wa-

ter: from the foofs into-ag 1-‘
fiers.-that. will, in' turn, ha e-

low—cost filters to recycle t! e
water: i Y bl

Alepano sa1d that water‘

management «can . be srgmil’i-
cantly. improved. ‘More -than. -

Pa2g; billionis spent:annually ¢n -
though

1rngatron r However,
there aré (33,ooo new irrigat ‘d

hectares, 70,000 hectares are . -
lost due"to. management and -

mamtenance problems
Alyansa - Agrlkultura lea er

Sonny Siozon cites- the num -

ous: unusetl Simall Water I
pounding ‘Dams that are qu1
ly deteriorating.' = ¢

' LGUs play & crmcal role|i
addressmg pollntet_l water.

B R oF

one-million-hectare.
... bainboo planting program. .
~ should address: Water quahty" R '

‘na de.Bay comes from house-. -
‘The LGUs should be
eqliipped  with. water-treat-:.
ment - facilities and make ar-
rangements for the more than’
L one million households aroundz
during the summer period anch ' Laguna de Bay that do not have
10 percent more water durlng.-ﬁ} sanitary toilets and sepuc £
‘the :rainy. penod De;Guzmat
_said that.the'water crisis wa
already here in: the Philippines,’
Consequently, the water mas r;“-
ter planisurgent.. . N 18 initiatives such as Secretary
Eslava 1denuﬁed four major”

JUNITEN -

~ Ideas mentioned here are. -
" only a few of the many actions

that should be taken to, addres
our water crisis. (

vate doable initiatives. The UP-
LB Foundation, in coordination
. with the Water Master. Plan
Steerlng Committee, - should

Even as we do the. master.r
plan, we should already imple-"
~ ment ‘immediately pubhc,pgl-_ .

the March 2017 Water Summit. **
There is no time to lose. As " -

“water  everywhere’

nowhere” problem was "dis--

of nulhons of F]hpmos ” INQ

PR

cussed : “This is a moral imper- *.
ative as it concerns the sumval =

taryof Prasidéntial Programs and Pro]e:l‘s,
. and former Undersecretary of DA and. DTl

use this as a’starting pomt for -

'De Guzman stated when' the'
fand

"l'he author is Agriwatch Chair, fomerléeera

. Contactis agriwatch_ phll@yahoo.com :
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F‘lshers et al dec|are wa;rjj
VS Great Wall of. Leyte

By Sandy Araneta

THE fisherfolK ‘group Pamban-
~ sang Lakas ng Kilusarig Marma-
malakaya ng Pilipinas (Pamal-
akaya-Pilipinas), People Surge,
an alliance of Yolanda survivors
based in Tacloban City, and en-
vironmental group Center for
Environmental 'Concerns  are

gearing for a total war agamst‘

the nationsl goyeminent’s am-
biticus plari to bmld anti-storm

surge wall.:
_The Tep (also known as the

T 1 o o

HECTREN

'T1de t Embankment Pro_]e

EWthh costs~ P7 9 bllhon
long stretch of seawall fror; Ta~
clqban to the town of Tanauan, i
TLeyté, fouted to protect people
from. storm sugges, L
i OF the 27,3 ilometers | ngth
of the emb ent, 20.1 kry, are: F
Jin Tacloban?‘4 1 "km will coveir
"Palo and 3.1 km. in Tanau

It shall haye a Height of abou%
4 5. meters ; -and its cente fine '
woulr‘;;étgnd 30 prieters from the
seashore _ r‘: ‘

.
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