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'DENR: No to La Mesa

watershed housmg rO|ect

gina Lopez is confident that
political connections won’t
get in the government’s way
of protecting the La Mesa Watershed
with respect to the cancellation of
Century Properties Group, Inc.’s

(CPD environmental certificate clear-

ance (ECC) for its planned housing
project in the area.

- Lopez said she is confident Presi-
dent Duterte will not tolerate corrup-
tion amid concerns that CPI owner
Jose E.B. Antonio, who has been ap-
pointed as the country’s special envoy

‘to the United States, might leverage
for the reversal of the decision.

“He (Duterte) does what he thinks

nvironment Secretary Re-

is right and I’ 'm not very far from

that. I don’t see how having a housing

subdivision inside the watershed of

12 million people is resonant with the
“common good,” Lopez said in a press

conference last Thursday.

The Department of Environment

and Natural Resources (DENR)
revoked the ECC of CPI for the con-
struction of its housing project since
it will affect the quality of drinking
‘water belng Supplled by water supply
concessionaires.

~ The housing pm]eetwas supposed
to cater to the employees of MWSS,
which the Supreme Court (SC) initial-
ly allowed but was later on opposed by
at least five million people including
the water firm itself, Lopez said.

CPI will also have to secure a

- .

P|Itlcal intervention

- tree- cuttmg permlt which the DENR
1S constrained not to grant, pursuant
to Proclamation 1336 signed by then
President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo,
declaring the La Mesa Watershed

Reservation as a protected area.

- According to DENR Undersecre-
tary for Legal Affairs Maria Paz Luna,
CPI wants to put up 97 buildings with
a gross floor area of 1,110,569 square |
meters and 6,116 parking lots, which
1s totally not feasible from an environ-

- mental perspective.

| “There is a management plan of -
the council that does not include this

- type of project. We grant tree-cutting
permits in public areas and water-
sheds only for government purposes
like transmission lines,” Luna said.

Even if the CPI re-applies for

v——

another ECC, Luna said it vimuld no
longer make any sense prescisely
because of such restriction.

| “Con-sideﬁng that we cannot grant
a tree-cutting permit, I think it will be
a waste of their money,” she said.
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Fish pens in Laguna de Bay
will be dismantled starting

next month, the Department

of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) has an-

‘nounced.
“We will clean Laguna Lake

by destroying fish pens, but

we will pay attention to the

poor. fishermen so they can

continue to earn money,”
Environment Secretary Gina

Lopez told a news conference

on Thursday
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Permlts that Wlll expu-e this

December,” Lopez said.
*  She bared plans to 1mple-
ment programs to provide

income for the affected fisher-
folk, including the conversion
of the lake into aneco-tourism

“zone.

DENR Undersecretary Art

‘Valdez, who heads the Nation- -
al Anti- EnVIronmental Crime

Task Force, said they would
encourage the fishermen to

flsh‘“ thr?hsrn tlet

L,'-.:-_- 3 .
r"i‘f‘:-‘ -r-_"'" . _ ..

harvestlng their produce.

~ The dismantling of flsh“.
pens will allow small-scale : 2261 illegal operators. ®.

fishermen to gain access to .
traditional fishing grounds

the DENRsaid. =
" The lake allows up to only

9 000 hectares for aquacul-"

‘ture, but fish pens and cages '
‘are occupying 12, 375. 18 hect-
ares. -

Lake Development Authonty
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l‘relr ﬁsh pens after:' (LLDA) syf\ow thaf the

Data: 'from the Laguna'
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are |
1,018 legl’umate fish pen op-

~erators in Laguna de Bay and.

‘To maintain open fish-
1ng grounds, the LLDA |
~designated fish sanctuar-
‘ies covering around 30,000
‘heétares in Muntinlupa Clty;’
5,000+in. ]ala—]ala and Tallrnf.
Island in Rizal and Lagtna-
Bay and 127 in Barangay |
Tabon in Bmangonan Rizal.

- Rhodma Vlllanueva
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rPuBLIC AFFARS OFFICE NEWS CLIPPINGS'
Bangis ng o
air pollution .

ANG mga lumang sasakyan na hindi na namimin-
tina ang numero-unong nagdudulot ng matinding
air pollution sa Metro Manila. Ayon sa pag-aaral, 80
porsiyentong emissions ay galing sa mga tambutso ng
karag-karag na mga sasakyan. Ang maruming usok
mula sa tambutso ang nalalanghap ng commuters
araw-araw. Bawat paglabas nila sa kalye particular
kung magbibiyahe sila sa EDSA, nakalantad sila sa
particles na may lason. Ito ang magdudulot sa kanila

- ng mga sakit sa respiratory system.
Ang Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) ang may responsibilidad para
manatlll ang mallms na hangm sa buong bansa. Pero

maSaklt aminin na hindi gaanong magamp&nan ng
DENR ang kanilang tungkulin para masawata ang
mga lumalason sa hangin. Sa kabila na mayroong
batas --- ang Clean Air Act, hindi pa rin nasolusyunan
ang air pollution at lalo pang lumubha ang problema.
Nawalan ng pangil ang DENR at hindi lubusang mai-

patupad ang itinatadhana ng Clean Air Act. Naging
dekorasyon lang ang batas. Maisisisi sa mga nagdaang
administrasyon kung baklt lumala ang problema sa
alr pollution.

Naniniwala naman kami kay DENR secretary
Gina Lopez na masosolusyunan pa niya ang matin-
ding problema sa air pollution. Kung nakaya niyang
linisin ang mga nakatambak na basura sa mara-
ming estero sa Metro Manila, maaari rin niyang
linisin ang hangin sa lungsod. Ilang paraan para
masolusyunan ang air pollution ay ang pagbabawal
sa mga lumang sasakyan na 15 taon pataas. Huwag
nang hayaang bumiyahe ang mga ito. Ikalawang
paraan ay ang seryosong kampanya laban sa smoke
belching. Hindi dapat ningas-kugon ang kampanya.
Sibakin din ang mga corrupt na namamahala sa
anti-smoke belching.
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DENR cancels ECCs*.
of 6 mining flrms "
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ByFlHODINA VILLANUEVA Cwm

The De artment of Environ-
ment an

tal compllance certificates of

six_companies that included
~ four mining firms, one housing

- developer and one resort de-

veloper after they reportedly
failed to meet the conditions
indicated in their respectlve

ECCs.
- DENR Secretary Gina Lo-

pez has cancelled the ECC of .

Austral-Asia (Mining Corp.)

~after. putting Mt. Hamiguitan

(a UNESCO World Heritage
site), the Philippine Eagle and
trees in the area, at risk. The
mining firm operates in Sitio

Salingcomot, Bgy. Macambol'

in Mati City.
Lopez said the m1n1ng ﬁrm

is “sandwiched” between two
protee‘ted areas, referring

to Mount Hamrgmtan and

Pujada Bay. “Because they

| donlihave a place to put their
- stockpile, species in the area

are a fecte It was also not
indicated in the company(3

i env1ronmenta1 impact assess-
. ment how they intend to treat-

their stock 1le ” she said.

i ECCs of three other min-
ing companies such as the.

Ipilan Nickel Project, Lupon
‘Mining, and Nickel Deposit

‘Mining were also cancelled

because their ECCs lapsed.

~ The ECC of Century Com-
_munities Corp., a property
- developer in Quezon City

| ‘Natural Resources |
- has cancelled the environmen-

_ Legal Affairs Ipat Luna S?

ground modellng studlesa%

~assess water avaﬂablhty’_ AHE
-ground water contaminatidn.

Sacobia Sun Valley Resrt -
in Mabalacat, Pampanga. a;nd -

MRL-Egerton Gold Phlnp-
‘pines also had thelr perrﬁtgte

cancelled. St
MRL- Egerton Gold Phﬂi‘pr '

pines is engaged in gold miit-
ing in Lobo, Batangas, ong of
the coastal towns straddl_mg

the Verde Island Pass
 The area encompasses 29,

hectares of the Lobo town™
~ Environmentalists said\thé
wastes generated by the mine

found their way to Lobo #id-
“ers, effectively dralnlng iido

the VIP. | a0 |
DENR Undersecretary

Egerton failed to come-uf

“with an environmental ¥fs

pact assessment, one of the

requirements under the ECC.

Show-cause orders weﬁ _

1n companies Wthh 1nclts¢lﬂf

C Chromite Mining
Tradlng pro]ect consoh a%ln '

an iron ore pelletlzmg p],em
project, a proposed limestone,

‘pozzolan and associate midgs:
‘als quarry project, a cem¥ag

plant and power plant projec},
Bulalacao Coal Mining ptojs
ect, Iron Ore Mining Corp.,” a
smelting plant project, Wejlag
Area I Mining project, Barobo

‘was also cancelled for not Alluvial Gold Mining projg
;_ cornplymg with the require- and a veneer manu actu hig
. mentsof a groundwater sur- expansmn project.

“vey. The housing project re-
ortedly
co-Watershed, a protected

‘area. Century reportedly

failed to submit an enhanced

rev1sed memtomng plan,

affected the La Mesa

The companies were gl
seven days to explain why
their ECCs should not be cang
celled and why no adminisgga
tive fine should be 1mposed

on thexn.i _
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Leaders of indigenous
tribes filed a graft com-
plaint yesterday against
Surigao del Sur Rep. Pros-
pero Pichay over alleged
illegal nickel mining op-
erations in their ancestral
lands. '

Former Mines and Geo-
sciences Bureau director
Leo Jasareno, assistant di-
rector Danilo Uykieng,
MGB-Caraga director Alilio
Ensomo, mining engineer
Ador Patino and finance
and administrative division
chief Jose Salve Cabiling
were named respondents in

the case filed before the Of-
fice of the. Ombudsman by
chieftains James Biol of the
Manobo tribe and Renante
Buklas of Mamanwa.

Private individuals Teofran-
co Mallari, Lolita Bolayog, Al-
lan Plaza and Fe Ligtas, one of
the original owners of Claver
Mineral Development Corp.
(CMDCQC), were also included
in the charge sheet.

The respondents allegedly
forcibly entered and took over
their 433-hectare land in Baran-
gay Cagdianao in Claver town
on Feb. 11.

Members of the Mano-
bo and Mamanwa tribes

A

By ELIZABETH MARCELO

were “dragged” from their
ancestral domain by the
group of Pichay, according
to the 16-page complaint.

"We have a police blot-
ter, videos and photos of
that event,” it read. -

Biol and Buklas said they
were evicted from their land to
give way to the nickel mining
operation of CMDC.

The complainants said the
respondents violated the law
when they took over the land
without their consent.

“Under Section 16 of the

Indigenous People’s Rights
Aet no ancestral land shall be

opened for mining operations
without the consent of the
indigenous cultural commiu-
nity concerned,” the complaint
stated.

The complainants said Pi-
chay used fraudulent docu-
ments to assume control of

CMDC, by making 1t appear

that he bought a majority ot
the shares of the company
from Ligtas. However, they

said records from the Court
of Appeals show that Ligtas

divested her shares in 2000.

Shiploads
of nickel ore

- Biol and Buklas said Plchay

also used his influence over

- "MGB officials to export at least
three shiploads of nickel ore
to China amounting to $1.8
million or roughly P86 mil- -
lion even though DENR sus-
- pended CMDC’s operations

since 2012.

Environment Secretary
Gina Lopez ordered the clo-

“sure of the firm again this

year, but the respondents
continue with their mining

operations, the complaint

added.
Biol said Lopez should
also be held liable for fail-

ing to stop the operations of,
CMDC. £
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misconduct
complaint

SURIGAO del Sur Rep. Prospe-

ro Pichay Jr. is facing a graft and
grave misconduct complaint be-

- fore the Office of the Ombuds-
- man for conspiracy to illegally
- mine, transport and sell nickel

ores from ancestral domains.
Datu James Biol and Datu Re-

nante Baklas of the Manobo and

Mamanwa tribes, respectively,
also included in the complaint
Pichay’s mining partner Cesar
Detera, former Mines and Geo-

sciences Bureau director Leo
~ Jasareno, MGB assistant direc-
- tor Leo Uykieng, MGB Caraga
| reglonal director Alilio Ensomo,
~ Ador Patino of MGB Surlgao

City, Fe Tigtas, Teofranco Mal-

lar1, Lolita Bolayog, Allan Plaza

- and Jose Salve Cabiling.

The charges arose when Pi-
chay and the other accused were
alleged to have gained control of
the Claver Mineral Development
Corp. in the ancestral lands in
Barangay Cagdianao in Claver.
The mining firm allegedly evict-

~ ed the indigenous peoples of
 the Mamanwa tribe, who were
- reportedly “physically dragged

out” from their ancestral lands
after a lower court ruled in fa-
vor of company in a case filed
against the mining operations in

~ Barangay Cagdianao.

Rio Araja
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DlOI.'llSlO Pacarapara of Barangay Bagacay faces “har

. s sald P‘acaraﬂaaﬁa ﬁalléi bmes-
he usedw. .

- Mlchael Ptumngb ayan
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CA bypasses appomtments
~of 9 Cabinet members

By JESS DIAZ

The appointments of nine Cabinet
members bypassed by the Commission
on Appointments lapse today, Isabela Rep.
Rodolfo Albano IlI, who is CA ma]orlty
leader, said yesterday.

'He said President Duterte could either

issue them new ad interim appointments,

or replace them.

Under the Constitution and CA rules
he said the President could appoint
Cabinet members or reappoint bypassed
officials while Congress is on recess.

Such appointments are immediately
effective and remain so until the next ad-
journment of Congress, he added.

“Thus, the appointments of the nine
bypassed Cabinet officials lapse today, the
official start of the Christmas adjournment
of the House of Representatives and the
Senate,” he stressed.

Albano pointed out that if the nine
Cabinet officials were not issued new
ad interim appointments today, there
would be a gap‘in their status that their
critics or enemies could use to question
their stay in office and their actions and
decisions.

He explained that the President is also
authorized to issue regular appointments

UPPER HALF

s

TOWER HALF
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while Congress is in session, “but the

appointees cannot immediately assume |

office, since their appointments take effect
only after confirmed by the CA.”
Such appointments remain effective

until the President replaces the appoin-

tees, he said.

The nine Cabinet members bypassed

by the CA were Emmanuel Pifiol of
agriculture, Rafael Mariano of agrarian

reform, Leonor Briones of education, Re-

gina Lopez of environment ‘dnd nattral -

resources, Paulyn Jean Ubial of health,
Vitaliano Aguirre II of justice, Judy Tagui-
walo of social welfare and development,

Ramon Lopez of trade and industry, and |

Perfecto Yasay Jr. of foreign affairs.

Of the nine, Pifiol’s and Ubial’s ap-
pointments have already been subjected
to hearings but their confirmation was de-
ferred due to opposition from lawmakers.

It was Occidental Mindoro Rep. Jose-

phine Sato who called for postponing the

CA decision on Pifiol.

She asked the agriculture secretary to
present in future hearings concrete plans
that would cushion the impact of the
removal of volume and tariff restrictions
on rice imports beginning in June 2017.
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‘Bautista orders planning, tevt dept
‘to resolve houndary disputes amicably

By CORY MARTINEZ

QUEZON City Mayor Herbert Bau-
tista has ordored the city’s plan-
ning and development department
to study how the city government
will be able to facilitate a peaceful
and_ amicable settlement on city’s
boundary disputes.
- Bautista 1ssuod the order as he
stressed the need to resolve the bound-
ary disputes, not only among baran-
gays but also with other local govern-
ment units, so that the city govern-
ment can fu]l utilize them.

The mayor said that discrepancies
in boundaries shared by Quezon City

with the cities of Marikina, Valenzue-
la, Manila and Caloocan are among

‘the priority areas that need to be

cleared.

A review by the CPDO of the po-
litical boundary map of Quezon Clt
prepared by contractors of the Dep art—
ment of Environment and Natural
Resources-National Capital Region
(DENR-NCR) for its Cadastral Survey
Project indicated discrepancies in the
city’s boundary line with Marikina,
Valenzuela and Manila.

With Marikina, discrepancies are

noted in the womlty of Ayala Heights
and Capltol Park Homes from the _

u

17 o 20!6

POle w o M PR RE meote 3

mmﬂm L

Arroyo Creek towards Loyola Grand
Vﬂlas in Bgy. Matandang Balara and
in the wcuuty of La Vista Subdivision
towards Ateneo Campus in Bgys. Pan-
sol and Loyola Hei ﬁ

Betweon QC aud Valenzuela the
discrepancy was noted artlcularl at
Bgys. San Bartolome and Bag ba

UPPER w

along Tullahan River while in the ~

bound with Manila, the discrepan-

cy was noted at the corner of A. Bon-

ifacio Avenue and North Cemetery.

With Caloocan City, the mayor
wants the city’s boundary line at Bgy.
Baesa resolved.

Quezon City’s boundary map was
based on the coordinates of the City
Boundary Monuments (CBM) obtained
from the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources-Land Manage-
ment Bureau (DENR-LMB) and with

reference to the 1956 Amended Re-

vised Charter of Quezon City.
Bautista has also ordered the
speedy settlement of boundary disputes
between some of .the city’s barangays.
At present, there are about 28
QC, barangays having territorial
dlsputes among them are Bgys.
Commonwealth and Payatas, Libis
and Bagumbayan, Sto. CI'IStO and

Ramon Magsaysay, Kaunlaran and

San Martm de Porres
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;. houndary

QC seeks
end of

disputes
in 4 cities

QUEZON City Mayor
Herbert Bautista has or-

dered the city’s planning
‘and development deF art-

ment to study the for a
peaceful and amicable
settlement of the city’s
boundary disputes.

Bautista sees the need
to resolve the boundary
disputes, not only be-
tween barangays but also
with other local govern-
ment units, so that the city

overnment can fully uti-
ize them.

The mayor said that
discrepancies in bound-
aries shared by Quezon
City with the cities of
Marikina, Valenzuela,
Manila and Caloocan, are
among the riorit{' areas

that needed tobe cleared.
A review by the CPDO

- of the political boundary

map of Quezon City pre-
pared by contractors of
the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Re-
sources — National Cac%i-
tal Region (DENR-NCR)
for its Cadastral Survey
Project indicated discrep-
ancies in the city’s bound-
ary line with Marikina,
Valenzuela and Manila.

with Marikina, dis-
crepanciesarenoted inthe
vicinity of Ayala Heights
and Capitol Park Homes
from the Arroyo Creek
towards Loyola Grand
Villasin Barangay Matan-
dang Balara and in the

vicinity of La Vista Sub-

division towards Ateneo
Campus in Barangays
Pansol and Loyola
Heights. |
Between QC and
Valenzuela, the discrep-
ancy was noted particu-
larly at Barangays San
Bartolome and Bagbag
along Tullahan River
while in the boundary
with Manila, the discrep-

~ ancy was noted at the cor-

ner of A. Bonifacio Ave-
nue and North Cemetery.

With Caloocan City,
the mayor wants thecity’s
boundary line at Baran-
gay Baesa resolved.

Quezon City’s bound-
ary map was based on the
coordinates of the City
Boundary Monuments
(CBM) obtained from the
Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Re-
sources — Land Manage-
ment Bureau (DENR-
LMB) and with reference
to the 1956 Amended Re-
vised Charter of Quezon
City.

At present, there are
about 28 QC barangays
having territorial dis-

utes; among them are
arangays Common-
wealth and Payatas; Libis
and Bagumbayan; Sto.
Cristo and Ramon Mag-
saysay, Kaunlaran and

San Martin de Porres.
Cory Martinez




