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EDC wants gov’t

——e

Energy Development Corp (EDC)
has urged the Duterte administra-
tion to support more: geothermal‘--

projects and veer away from coal-
fuel power plants argiing that
:=geoﬂ1eunal was'a cléan, renew-

- dble energy source whose supply”

f was also affordable and stable,
Y7 Ina statement, EDC president
g afd COO - Richard Tantoco said
the countg could not depend on
coal*plan
cause, contrary to perception,

'nhouse gases that have been

*d for global warming - and
Armae‘cﬁange. S

. Usé - ‘of ugeothermal power,

which is an indigenous energy

source, also helped the govern- .
~ family.
+ that otherwise would pay for im-

' ment save on foreign exchange

ported fuel sources like coal, he
. pointed out,

Studies have tagged the pow-
-er-generation industry, especially
carbon-intensive coal-fired pow-
er plants;as one of the main rea-
sons behind adverse weather pat-
terns assocrated W1th climate

‘coal was no longer a cheap pOWer
t ‘plantfuel :

for stable prices be- |

e -
N8 A

“Indonesian coal J[cost] $44 a
metric ton in February and justa

. couple. of weeks ago it reached:

$110 [per metric ton]," he said. “So,
what does that mean for-the Fil-.
ipino consumers gomg out to the
future?”
Tantoco explained that there

. ‘was a risk associated with’ relying

heavily on a single fuel source be-.
cause if that fuel source encoun-
ters. supply shortages or .sharp
price increases, consumers would
suffer hrgher electncrty rates

change, including :- floods

-‘-tdroughts as well as more destruc-; .
 tive.and'rore frequent typhoons,
; sumlar in. magmtude to Superty-.
: phoon Yolanda, said the company

that is controlied by the Lopez

In exp]aunng support for coal,

igovernment officials earlier "ex-"
_plained. that the country con-

tributed a minimal amount of
carbon cho:ode into the atrmo-

% sphere

But Tantoco pomted out that,
fora country that is most vulner-

able to chmate change related

* compared

" “Even'ifi 1t [coal] stablhzes into
8o f[dollars per metm:g,ton]

cit
doesn’t mean cheap energy" .

there to stay," he ad‘déii “"

. wWhy we're ptllshmg vefﬁy hard’ for
geothermal to happen ‘because if
you make it ihappen, it provides

stable base ]oad.and clean ener--

L

Tantoco sard that EDC 5 focus
on. develop geothermal and
other renewable: energy Sources
reflected the Icompany’s recogni-
tion of the need to lessen the
buildup in the’ atmosphere of
more carbonltdromde and other

— —_———

pramsigy

o

dlsasters thad small amount has
huge impact on-Filipinos, espe-
Emuyamdrgentgnes :

e

Ay The EDC oﬂ:'icral cn:ed a0

year study conducted by a Euro-
pean group sheowing: the Philip-
pmes suffered 320 weather loss-
related events over a10 year peri-
od. -

. “The PhJ.hppmes 1s the single,
most Vulnerab}e nation on earth;
. itrecorded 320 levents in 10 years
to. just 220" for
Bangladesh, and Thailand. So we

-arée the most vulnerable,” Tantoco

noted. NQ |4
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Lopez-led Ener
ment Corp. (EDC) is encour-
aging government to support.
the development of more geo-
thermal projects—a clean and
Steady-priced power supply
source—as it says the county
cannot just rely on coal-fired’
power plants. = - S

Astaunch supporter of clean
energy adoption, EDC said geo-
thermal is not only a clean and
renewable energy source but jits
cost and supply are stable,

EDC president and COO
Richard Tantoco said the coun-
try cannot depend on coal--
fired power plants for stable
prices since coal is no longer-

—_—

a cheap fuel and is volatile in

Devélbf- '

terms of pricing, ° ;

" “Indonesian ¢oal was, $44
a metric ton in February and
just a couple of weeks ago it
reached $110 (per metric ton),”
he said.- Ly

" Tantoco highliglitédlj“thé risk

- in'relying heavily on a single

fuel source, saying constimer
will bear the burden if that fuel
source encounters supply short-
ages or sharp price increases.

- “Even if (coal) stabilizes to
$80 (per metric ton) it doesn’t
mean “cheap’ energy is there to
stay-That's why we're pushing
very-hard for geothermal; to
ha pen; ‘because if yoiurmake

oura

By DANESSA RIVERA . &

it appen, it provides stable,

]

e
LN

ges

base’ load

, and clean energy,’
hesaid. " * ° 'gy}
The use of geothermal, a
indigenous-energy source, also
helps the government save on
foreigri exchange. that other-
wise would pay for imported
fuel sources like-coal, the EDC
head'said: ~~-.  *

As the "Co;i.'n-try’s_ largest:
geothermal energy producer, '
& company continugs to fo--

cus on developing geothermal
sources.” © 1 . ;

This reflects the company’s
recognition of. the need to
lessen the:buildiup in the
atmospheré: of more’

and other renewable energy-

' dioxide and other greenhouse

".gases that are blamed for.

T

carbon:
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global warming and climate
change, Tantoco said.
~ Earlier, the National Geo-
thermal Association of the -
Philippines (NGAP)—which *

"EDC is a member of—pushed

for incentives for small-scale :
.geothermal projects to allow
the power source to compete
with conventional fuel such
‘ascoal. '
" Incentives could be in the -
form of a feed-in tariff (FIT) . o
trate. Currently, the FIT scheme

Iprovides as 25-year fixed rgte . :
for.developers building solar, .

Jmpd hydro ower, biomass,".

‘and dcean tec dology. -.%
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it us,

hard for geoth &mal.to happen,
l_;)ecause if you ginake 1tihappen
it provides stab e, base load and
clean energy” he‘sald i

ednes] g

its as the’ Lo- ~Coal % Wi no longer a cheap e
pez-led company descnbed the sourcetofuelapowerplant, callin;
"ehergy sourcé E ot only%élean its‘price “erratic” and undepénd
: i€ but also diférs sta- ablfé for;stable power piices. &
‘blecostand g ply. & . alst warned of the risk i inrelyj
3 ' “Indopeﬁ%% coal w, 4 2 heavﬂy #oﬁrfone fuel source-as ¢o

metrlc toni lnr Februany and just sumersi i lln the atmosp ere more car-
' a'couple of ‘weels: agoit'reached . shortages'or ‘sharp price rises. *} -‘bon dioxide and ¢ ot er; greenhouse
$110 [per metpc_ton] So, ‘What  Mr Tantoco said even if coal _ gases that are-bla‘_lngd fo_r' global

does __that e i j pnces s;abrhze at $80 per metr ité ihar é‘
conlsuimers, going. othe: ton‘ the: resu]twould notbe ch

geothermial Projec

LS ALs s recogni-
. uon of the need to essen the bmld-

- o
The mdigenmﬁsg_in' gy‘source
. ‘can also help; the government

\

. . désh and Thailarid
! vulnerable, MiL co'sald:
“Every single to bbfl &
throw out fothe atmosp idet-
rlmenta] . It's not t|hre people who
jnthe stock exchange
,_N’!%to get affected]
ofthepoor So weth %

such as coal

nérable to chma
change-réliteq disasters, “that*
small amount has huge impatcts on-
v Filipinos; 1espec1allymdrgentonqs. i
' He it da 10-year study con

- ductedt a Fi

patternshnkedtochmatechange,ﬂ : :the cou in hg‘nd to decar]

in¢luding flood; drought,. -as well ‘ergysector” he adde

. asmore destructwe andorefra- DC, the renew\

quent typhoons, “The: Pthppmes is the smgle, nit-of First Gen i orp.
© M ;[‘antoco‘ Ish cntlcqed_gov- rnost vulnerable nation on earth ntry ] blggest IO

. ernment claim ,i:hatth untry - -
contnbutes &m‘rnlmal amount-

—— ‘s I .

ot _ermal energy
ulon
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EDC calls for support o geothermal projects

i Energy Development Corp. (EDC) is urg-
government to support the development

eothermal projects due to its advantages as.

newable and stable energy source.
lichard Tantoco, EDC president and chief

rating officer, said the country cannot.

end on coalfired power plants for stable
'es as its price is “erratic.”
Indonesian coal was $44 a metric ton in

ruary and just a couple of weeks ago it
‘hed $110 (per metric ton),” Tantoco said. .

e said relying on a single source of fuel type
sky as this makes the country vulnerable
ossible supply shortages and sharp pnce
eases.

Even if it (coal price) stabilizes to 80
lars per metric ton, that), doesn’t mean
1p energy is there to stay. That’s why we're
1ing very hard for geothermal to happen;

because if you make it happen, it provides sta-
ble, base load, and clean energy,” Tantoco said.
EDC added the use of geothermal, which

" is an indigenous energy source, also helps

the government save on foreign exchange
that otherwise would pay for nnportcd fuel
sources like coal, :
- “We are pushing for geothermal energy
‘because it’s stable and clean. We are also de-
velopmg more solar projects,” Tantoco said.
‘He added. that EDC’s focus on-develop-
mg geothermal and other renewable energy
sources is part of the company and the Lopez
Group s commitment for a decarbomzed
'future.” -
The company said government should also
~reconsider jts stance on promoting more coal

plants since scientific studies tagged the power
generationindustry as one of the main reasons

behind adverse weather patterns assocnate
with climate change.

EDC said for a country that is most vulne
able to climate change-related disasters, th;
small amount has a huge impact on Filipino:

“The Philippines is the single, most vulnie
able nation on earth; it recorded 320 events i
10 years compared to just 220 for Banglades

and Thailand. So we are the most vulnerabl¢

Every single ton of carbon we throw out t
the atmosphere is detrimental... It’s not th
people who trade in the stock exchange wh
are go[xng to get affected; it’s the poorest ¢
the poor. So we have to work hand in han
to de- carbomze the energy sector,” Tantoc
stressed

E'1r11er, EDC also called the government t
consider granting feed-in-tariff (ITT’) mcentnve
to geothermal prolects
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Govrﬁs-houl d su

LOPEZ-LED ] Energy Development

Corporation (EDC}, the country’s *

largest geothermal energy pro-
ducer, is encouraging the govern-
ment to support the develepment
of more geothermal projects saying
that geothermal is not only a clean
and renewable energy source but
its cost, as well as supply, is stable,

EDC President and COO Rich-

ard B. Tantoco explained on .

Wednesday that the country can-
not depend on coal-fired power
plants for stable prices because
~ contraty to popular perception
-- coal is no longer a cheap power
plant fuel. “It's price in fact er-
ratic”, he said. “
Indoneman coal was US$44

a metric ton in February and j just
a couple of weeks ago it reached

US$110 [per metric ton]..So, what
does that mean for Filipino.con-
sumers, going out to the fiiture?”
Tantoco thetorically asked.

Tantoco said there is a gréat.

tisk in relymg heavrly on a smgle

'fel source, because if there are
shortages in the supply of that
fuel source or there are sharp price

.;mcreases consumers w1ll suffer,
“Even if it [coal] stabilizes

into.80 [dollars per metric ton]
it doesn’t-mean ‘cheap’ energy
is here to stay. That's why, we're
pushing very hard for geother-
mal to happen;.because if . you
make it happen, it provides

. stable, base load, and clean en-

ergy.” he said. L

Tantoco said that EDC's focus
on developing geothermal .and
other renewable energy 'sources
reflects the company’s recogni-
tion of the need to lessen the
build-up in the. atmosphere
of more carbon dioxide; and
other greenhouse gases that are
blamed for global ; warmmg and
climate change,

The usg of geothermal which
is‘an iidigenous energy source,
also helps the government save
on foreign exchange that other-

ppo’rt geothé ‘maldfevt EDX

wise could pay for rmported fuel
sources like coal.
- Scientific studies have tagged

 the Pl generation: industry, |

especrallygcarbon-rntensrve coal-|
fired power. plants, as one of the|/
main: reasons behind adverse
weather patterns associated with |
climate change, such. as floods,
droughts, as'well as:more destruc-
tive and more frequent typhoons |||
simildr in magnitude fo super-
typhoon Yolanda:. . ..

In explaining its support for
coal, government officials earlier
explained that the country releases
a minimal amount of carbon diox-
ide into the atmosphere. ;

But Tantoco pointed out that,
for a country that is most vulner-
able to climate. change-related
disasters, that small.amount has
a huge impact on Filipinos, espe-
cially on the indigentsector of the
population, - .~ ., .

The EDC. official crted a 10 -year

H group ‘which showed the Phr

' pinessiiffered 320 weather loss-ré*
lated events over a 10 year period,
. The Philippines-is the smgle,

w 10 years compared to just 220
for Bangladesh and Thailand.
i So weare the most vulnerable,
l Tantoco said, 4

- “Every single ton of carbon we

Hde carbonize the energy sector,

study conducted bya European‘

il
adverse climate change,

I —_—

,.
g

most ’vulnerable nation on
" earth; it recorded 320 eventstin

throw out to the atmosphere is :
detrimental. It's not the pegple .
1:who trade in the stock exchange :
who:are going to get affected; it's -
the, poorest of the poor. So:we
have to work hand in’ hand to .

. he said. tL
;| He also reaffirmed EDC's wrll— ‘
"ingness to work together with.gov- -
lemment in developing clean-and
| renewable energy sources thatdo
not aggravate the country’s vulner- :
‘ablhty to disasters associated with -

VOLTAIRE PALANA;
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of seothermal fo lessen coal imports
} P g . ’ ; T . P p o
Enérgy Development Corporation
(EDC), a Lopez Group company, is en-
.couraging the government to support
-the dgvelopment :of more geothermal
projects because this enérgy source is
not only a clean and renewable but its
cost, as well as supply, is stable. '
" EDCPresidentand COO Richard B.
Tantoco explained the country cannot
:depend on coal-fired power plants for

“stable prices since~contrary to popular

lessen the build-up in the atmosphere 220 for Bgﬁiglgdesh and Thailand, So
of more carbon dioxide and other green-  we are the most vulnerable,” Tantoco

house gases that are blamed,for global noted. [y . .
warming and climate change. “Every single ton of carbon we throw
" Use of geothermal, which is an in-  outto the atmosphere is detrimental...
digenous energy source, also heips the .It'snot th:e people who trade in the stock
government save on foreign exchange exchange who are going to get affected;
that otherwise would pay for imported  it's the poorest of the poor. So we have
fuel sources like coal. .~ toworkhandin hand to de-carbonize the

" Scientific studies have tagged'the energy sector,” Tantoco stressed. |
The EDC official shared with ABS-

pog r generation industry, .especially
n-intensive coal-fired power plants,

ption - coal is no longer a cheap
power piant fuel. It's price infacterratic,
-he noted. o L
«Indonesian coal was US$44-a met-
ric ton in February and just a couple of
.weeks agoitreached US$110 [per metric
--tplﬂ.So,whatdogsthatmeanﬁirthe Fili-
_pino consumers, going to the future?”
_Tantoco rhetorically asked. - = -
' Tantoco said there isrisk on relying
heavily on a single firel source, because
if that fugl’saiirce encounters supply

shpi‘tages-:@ﬁjShggp price increases,

" consumers will suffer.” . . o
LeFven if it [coall stabilizes into 80

[dollars per metric ton] it doesn't mean
“cheap’ energy is there to stay. That’s
why we're pushing very hard for geo-
thermal to happen because if you make
it happen, it provides stable, base load,
and clean energy,” he pointed oiit.”

He explained that EDC’s focus
on developing ge‘oghern_l'_a?,l and other
'yrenewable energy sources:reflects the
.¢company’s recognition of ‘the need to

vulnerable nation on earthy:it reco%d -
tofst

'320 events in 10 years compared . energyproducer - A

ad ‘one of the main reasons behind ad-
verse weather paiterns associated with
climate change, such as floods, droughts,
as well as more destructive and more

frequent typhoons similar in magnitude .

,to,super.-typhoonYolanda.f o
- In explaining support for Goal, gov-

ernment ‘officials earlier explained
that the country contributés a minimal
amount;of carbon dioxide into the:at-
mosphere. : s :

. But Tantoco pointed out that; for
-a country that is most vulnierable to

climate: change-related disasters, that -
small amount has huge impacts on Fili-
pinos, especially indigent ones. -

The EDC official cited a 10-year

study conducted by a European group

which shiowed the Philippines suffered

320 weather loss-related events over a:
'10-year period. “

«The Philippines is the single, most

T —_—

CBN Néivs_ Channel his thoughts on
power 51:1‘5p1y and climate change after
~ a Philippine Stock Exchange event to
“mark the firm’s 10th anniversary as
‘publicly ’ished company. .
He a}lso reaffirmed EDC’s willing-
ness to work hand in hand with govern-
ment in developing clean and renewable
energy sources that do not aggravate the
country|s vulnerability to disasters ass )-
ciated with adverse climate change.
“We are pushing for geothermal
energy Pecauseit's stable and clean.We
are also: developing more solarprojects,”
Tantoco said. - :
He z';idded that EDC’s focus on devel-
oping ggothermal and other r_er;gwable .
energy|sources js part of the company
and the Lopez Group’s commitment for
a decarbonized futire. L
EDG, the country’s largest geother- -

1 .

-, mal energy producer, is the renewable

energy armof First Gen Corporationjthe

countrly’;leading clean and renewgble
s B

gy
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EC asks’ .
govt not

By Alena Mae S. Flores -

ENERGY - Development
 Corp. asked the governinent

to support the development -

of mote geothermal projects.

EDC president and chief ,

o’pei'&ting officer Richard

Tantoco said the government,

- should look at geothermal
energy to support economic
growth. . .

Taritoco said in a staterhient
the .country could not depend
on coal-fired power plants. for
stable prices because coal Wwas
no longer a cheap fuel and'jts
pricing became erratic, ;

He said " Indonesian coal ‘
climbed from $44 a metric
ton in Febriiary to $110 per

ton & fewidkeeks ago, - B
‘ Tﬁf&%d there ‘wag,a.
S o O
risk =0 &eI?;gg heavily on.a:
singleflie] Source, given sup=,
ply shortages’or sharp price
increases in the market, It

“Bven if it, [coal] stabilizes
into 80 [doilars per metrich
ton], it dbesn’t mean ‘cheapt*
energy is there'to stay. That’s )
why we’re pushing very harfi.
for géothermal to happen; bie-if‘ A
cause if you make it happen, it
provides stable, base load, ﬁ

clean energy,” he said. el

Tantoco said EDC’s-foe 5%
on dévelgping, geothermal:
and d:t‘h‘g&__ﬁ%?syable energy;

| sources.
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ERACTION WITH WHAI.E

ENHAEES ENVIHINMENTALTSTS

By Victor Silva
@Vi SlIvaCDN

T

Enwi"omﬂ‘éntahsts have lashed'
out at orgamzers of the Mlss-

Umverse beauty pageant iff the

Phlhppmes calling them “irre- -

sponsible” for letting contes-

- tants swim with endangered'

whale sharks. -

Intermittent rains over Cebu :

on Tuesday did not stop bikini-
clad Miss Universe candidates
from’ V1etnam New Zealand,
Thailand, China and the Philip-
pines from meeting gentle gi-

ants in waters off Oslob town,

ahead of January’s contest.

Tourists swimming with the:

creatures are strongly discour-
aged by environmental groups,
which say feeding whale sharks

makes them dependent and also

leaves them vulnerable ‘to
poaching or injuries from boat
propellers,

Netizens and emnronmen-‘”

talists took to social media their

drsappomtment at the inclusion *
of the activity in the candidates*

itinerary during their visit, say-

ing that the pageant was sup-

" sharks would ultu:nately be up
" to: pageant orgamzers

posed tobea platform that pro-
motes enwronmental ‘protec-
tion and social awareness

_ Whale sharks
" A"plea” hasbeen cnrculatmg
online asking the Miss Universe
organization riot to let the can-

didates swim with the whale.

sharks in Oslob. S
. “Miss Universe, please don't
be a bitch to the envn'onment "
Gabriel Yap wrote on‘Facébook.
‘Concerns have been raised

in the past regarding the impact

of whale shark totrism on the

. well-being of these creatures.

Inspectlon of sxtes

We are afraid because with
Miss Universe going there, the
Philippines is promotmg a bad
tourism practice,” Vince Cinches
of . Greenpeace Southeast Asia
told Agence France-Presse (AFP).
"We are telling the world. 1t s OK

“to do this, aggravaungtlus kmd of

behawor ” he said. .
The Phxhpp_ es is h,ostmg
Mlss Universe next month and

‘the tourism department sa1d the
trip was part of an mspectlon of

— "'"L_ - ———

“of l1vehhood for'the commumty

‘Said there i;«'\iras posm— )
b111ty that whale shark W

)
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SHAHKS?

It’s |rrespon5|ble and unsustamable. i
it’s not even ecotourlsm. AR

Yo.u-_sacrlflce”the environment

L just for a selfle

AA Yaptmchay '

D|rectcr of Marme Wlfdl:fa Watch of the Phtllppmes

poten'tial cor'n'pe,titio'n sites,

Irresponsrhle

The whale shark visit was co-.

ordmated with the help of th_
mumcnpahty “which prormsed
well-managed marine interactio
experience,” Tourism .Underse

: retaryKatherme de Castro Said. |-

Marine Wildlife Watch of the

Phihppmes opposes whale shark“'
tounsm in Oslob, but local ofﬁ]-

c1als say the praCIJce isa SOUrce.

- tainable,

““I!‘Ab [

_\sharks and proh1b1tmg swim-

P

!

fpe '

u

“It’s uresponsrble and unsus- l
It's not even .eco- -
tourism. You sacrifice the envi- "
ronment just for a selfie,*said the

group’s director, AA Yaptlnchay
Yaptinchay urged the ‘gov-,
ernment to enfofce guidelines, '
including maintaining a 3-me-
ter distance from the whale |

mers from touching them. S
, De Castro said the decision

'whether to let MISS Universe

candidates swim mth the whale :

Pleas heard B

hing Shé said she was given as- -

" ‘tioned the Phlhpp
" whale sharks,” -De

‘We were asked A

tro said in

‘ a press bneﬁng on Tuesday at
' Jpark Island Resort and Water-

park in Lapu-Lapu City, .the

~ venueof the pageant’s swimsuit

competition on Jan. 17,
Oslob, a once, sleepy town,

* has becomeﬁknown as ‘a.venue
' for recreatioh ever siiice whale

sharks started visiting its shores

" and the local goverrunent took

j advantage ofi it

De Castro 'said ‘that what

they did i 1n OSlob was 31mply an

nenlar inénacting and that anle

t_d

5

‘in Oslob may not be mcluded in,

the fmal show, where ali 90¢ n—
| tes would be 1nvolved [lie

to the clamor fiofn
groups againstit.

ppine eagle-: and., whale
sb}ark,mthe final show. A RN
\If’“ not: in Oslob, organmers

: may opt to do it m‘ Dons 3], Sor—

sogon, instead. : .
o ;De Castro also; emphasmed

. that before their visif, thére was
a series of meetings ¢onducted

e’fi to feature both the'

/ ar%us. '

De Castro said” the Depa.rt-"
ment of Tourlsm was’ deter-‘ -

surance, that the town's whale
shark encounter Was more man-
ageab}e now than it'was before.
“So, we. pushed through with it.
But let me empha51ze that we
hear your pleas,” De Castro said.

hu Provmmal ‘Tourism Of-

ﬁcer Jpsehto Costas said whale

shark tounsm had uplifted the.

.economlc condltlon of Oslob
resrdents '
Buthe said the local govern-

‘ment Uit must look into a com- ,

prehenswe V1$1tor management

stratef,'ry,lr and limit the number

of \ns1tors in:a day, for example
by settmg a hlgher price. —wiTHA
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By RHODINA VILLANUEVA

The Department ofsrEnv1ronmentr’an‘dﬁNatura1
Resources (DENR) has started identifying possrble
sites for seaweed farmmg, an alternative source
of income for coastal communities that can: help
counter the effects of climate change. '

Environment Secretary
Gina Lopez said the depart-
merit, with the help of other

government agencies and cori-,

cerned parties, is now looking
. to boost local produchon of
seaweed.

She said 'the potential sea-

“weed farmmg sites include
Calatagan in Batangas, Tam-
buyong in Quezon, Badian in
Cebu, and Caluya Island in
Anhque, near Semirara Island
where the controversial coal

mining site and: power plant’

is located.

./

igduction arid coms miption
also helps the matine; €cosys-

. tem as it reduces the Qorgan-
~ isms mfesl:mg\ other lives in

the sea.
The DENR’ recently orga-

"mzed d roundtable discus-

sion on seaweed potential

- for blodlvermty ~friendly
enterprises held atithe train-
:ingcenter of the Biodiversity

; Management Bureau in Que-

'zen City. -

“Among those who attend-
ed the meeting Were repre-

P —— e

Lopez sa1d the governm&nt
wisiild not otily. help in séa-
weed pr0pagatlon, but also -
in marketmg its by—products

““The seaweed revenues
should affect more than dne
person, w}ule ydeveloping lan

a We ‘can ‘get the country
out of poverty through this
project,” she added.

; The. DENR chief noted the
strong market potentiall ‘of
seaweed die to its: fast-gro| -
ing characteristics and high
market price, makmg it lan
1mportant econonmc actlwty

ive fromthe Seawe d:
Industry. Association of tﬁ
Philippines, the Universi W
0f the Philippines Marine-

Scrence Instltute seaweedi
. farmeérs. from Tambuyogg

Quezon, Badian, Cebu, and
Negros Oriental, Mabunal o

.Agricultural Forest leeh«

hood Improvement Pro granI:“ :

National'Fisheries Researc
and ‘Devélopment Institutdy
Partnerships'in Environmens
tal Management for the Seag
of East Asia and the Depar{x =
ment of Agnculture }

Sl

L

o
to alIev:ate poverty m ruL..._

' ”Apart fFom its econo _
potential, seawéed is orie .of
the natural and effective car-,
bon sequesters that can be’
found'in the coastal area, and :
some of its species can grow
alongside mangroves,” LopeZ‘

: added

:As such, one of the propos~ :
als s to get the fund for the"

-seaweed projects from tha

Expanded National Green; '
Jing Programand the People s
Survwal Fund. - '
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Lesson pIans' to mclu&e cllmate chahae‘l

T ‘q.'.\l' n E

are bemg finalized: under a

| aSoutheast Asiafi-center. ;
) The instructional, matenals
, mtegrate coneepts.of sust

mate change in $itbjécts suchas
science, mathematics, English;

at Pangkabuhayan-{for Grade

‘| ronment and related coru:eptsfE t

and Edukasyong Pantahanati. «

Lé hood Educatlon (for“Gr- 'de‘r7). :

of School -

. : rty
Reduction, and S tamabIeDe- :
- velopment,” or the School and
| able ecologmal and organic. He ‘
agticulture, nutnhon, and_ch—- - Implement'mg 1t'are the;
.. \.tDepartment ‘of. Educahonj

. (DepEd)-Laguiia, the Los Ba- -
«fios-based- Southeast Asian
‘Regional Center for Graduate

Study and Research in Agn—

-culturi {(SEARCA), Univer-
, J'of: 51ty of

e ongoing activity is'riamed
‘ g."”ParhmpatoryAchoq\_Re arch |
| joink'résearch program by ‘

3 govemment institutions and 'be

e Philippine Los Ba- -
fios (U] LB) five elementary-
schools}; Pand a high school in

- asmany; Laguna local govern-.
“ment uruts (LGU).

The elementary schools

“are in the towns of Alaminos,
' Cabuyao, Ma]ay}ay, Nagcarlan
-and P11a. The high school is
;in the Laguna cap1tal town. of
.Sta. Crufz

The Lprogram has been
envisioned to improve the
nutritional conditions and

4) and Technology- and Llye_ll;-:

' dietarylhabits of school chil-

ltal €c r}ceffns, and
“'use of Jocally ad apted agricul-
' tural technologiés., ™
i “Science- based. knowl-

1%
: technologles W;l :play major
roles in the preject; one of
whichis the introduction of
-edible’ landscapmg systems
“inschools,” the pro;ect propo-
nents said.
Ineach partlapaung school,
Jan ophmal-mzed gneenhouse

Wlth_'ramwater collection £ ys—
tem was assembled to enéure’-'
a‘sustainable and contmu%)us
productlon of vegetable c{'“ops :
tlu'oughout the year. - l{‘;‘ !
. . Preliminary to the prepara- ‘
t:on of the lesson plans, a serles ;-
of'_ seminars and; workshops 1
,nducted to enable{the '
teachers to, better grasppthe
eoncepts and principles of
sustainable, ecological lands
organic agriculture, edibly:
landscapmg, nutrition, and

' climate change adaptation'and:

m1tlgat10n —Rudy Fernandez.

iH‘ *’,.
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| - g EST ZONE concess1ona1re )
Ma.ymlad Water Services Inc. )
'(Maynilad) gathered over 170

local a.nd 1nternat10na1 water experts 1n

a conference that pushed for collabora-

tion-in’addressing problems due to The -
. MayniladWater Supply Operations, Con-

“ference 20186, held at Maymlad’s Balara

Head Off1ce in Quezon C1ty, isan annual

event that serves as a venue for leaders

inthe: mdustry to engage m dlscussmns
about" emergmg issues in the water sec-

‘tor. This year’s conference focused on
the theme 'Adaptmg to the ChaIlenges

=t T

of Chmate Change through Collabora—_g";

tion and Innovatlon

+“The effects of climate change on water- N
supplyoperatlons areveryreal, The onlyway_ B
we can come up with solutionsis toworkto- -
gether, tap the1atesttechnologlesandadopt; '
innovative solutlons to protect the sustain-.
abxhty of our water supply,’ Premdent and’;

CEO Ramonc1to S. Fernarxdez sard

Conference participants 1ncluded local .
water dlStl’ICtS, members of the academe,‘

government agencies and water-service

providers fiom the Netherlands, Kenya, -
Smgapore and the UnltedJngdom

i -...d..f____¥ L

THEMaymIadWaterSupplyOpmmns R
" Conference 2016 gathers water experts
., .,from the Phlllpplnesandabrong)qms
a,,gqluﬁqns for the effects of dimate change
s ‘onwater supply. Leading thediscussion " .
are (from left) Philippine Atmostpheric, nE
" Geophwcalandnstronomlcd Services :
A " Administration weather spedallst .
Joseph Basconclllo, former Climate .
- Change Commission Assistant Se:retaqr
“Joyceline Goco; and Maynilad' ‘
Corporate Quality, Environment, Safety .
- and Health Head Francisco Arellano, .
: entertammg questmns from conference
‘ partmpants duringa plenarydlscusslon "
- “on dlmate change. : - \ w‘l

Maynilad is the largest prwate—water‘"

conclesswnalre in'the Philippines in: terms

of customer base. It is the agent and con-

_ tractoroftheMetropohtanWaterworksand- '

Sewerage System for the West Zone of the
Grea:terMamlaArea, composedof thecities-.
of Manila’ (certain portions), Quezon City™
(ceréam portions), Makati (west of South -
Super nghway) Caloocan, Pasay, Para- -

_fiaqué, Las Pifias, Muntinlipa, Valenzuela,',;

Navn{;;\tas and Malabon all in' Metro Manila;
the cities of Cav1te, Bacoor and Imus} and .
the towns of Kawit, Noveleta and Rosa‘no,'

1-
alli in Cawte Provmce
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i ‘An envu'onmental group has wgor—
ously campalgned for: the “upcychng” of
ousehald discards!info. decorations to
reduce the productlon of waste maten-
als this Holiday season, -

EcoWaste Coalition 1ssued the call
for the conversion of discarded materi-
als to creative and useful things in event
held at the Santo Cristo Elementary
School in Quegzon City that showcased
Yuletide adornments from trash,

" - “The ‘upeyeling” of discards is a
sensible way of redicing tlie Righ vol-
“ume of waste that is, shauled to dumps,
especlally during Chnstmastlme when
crass consurnptiori and’ dls-posal are at
its peak. It’s no secret that our society
generates tons of extrawaste during the
festive weeks'of shoppmg, partying and
' gift- giving. Also ‘upeyeling’ will help
lower our hohday spendmg and allow
‘ug to'save. hard-earnedmoney for more
essential family and personal needs,”
said Ochie Tolentino, Zero. Waste cam-
- paigner of EcoWaste Coalition, '

_“By recycling, we reduce the env1-

ronmental costs of}our merry makmg,

= - . -

mcludmg lessening the ‘demand for'
wrglqmatenals for new products tobe

“manufactured. This will mean. fewer i

trees cut ‘and mountains mined, more ¢
energy saved and decreased amounts ¢

of pollutants emitted,” “she added T v
“In this era of climate change; ~Tolen- -

tmo sa1d the public should be mindful

.of what they consume’ and throw away '
‘Saying ecological consiim txon is.a
_timely response that mll‘"help restore -

simplicity this Holiday segso., 1 « -
. 'To demonstrate the extent of what

-can be-done with “upcycling,”. s student ‘

;representatives of each grade level from
.Kinder. to' grade six of the<Santo, Cristo .
Elementary School made-;G-hnstmas :
lan%erns out of recycled imaterials.s»
Theit teachers, on the othershand,
,prepared a lantern from consuined
paper cups, a Snowman frof’ used: ‘pa-

‘pers; and.a Chrlstmas tree from candy k

wrappers

. For it§ part, the EcoWaste Coali-
thIl displayed a range of “upeyeled”
Chnstmas ornaments from fabric, glags,

_metal-paper and plastic recyclables.

Some of the more eye-catchmg sup-

cycled” Chnstmas decoratlons 'shown -

-

at the elven mclude a corrugated board
Chnstxhas Iree covered with used gift
wrappers and .neéwspaper. comic strips "
and adorned. with decorations made of
used bluttons, CDs; softdrink crowns
and snack packs, ngels fashioned out
of fahrl,c ‘conditioner plastic containers
with old. shirts for costumes and pan |
de sal paper bags for wings; various -
ﬁgures of Santa Claus fashioned out
of a corn starch' canister;, paper and

-i plastic cups, roll-on decdorant and tetra
. packs; ! ,Three Kings with talt softdrink

plastic Bottlés as bodies} nd printerink |

" containers as heads, rel: deers ccafted
- from torlet paper rolls, WL-A‘ bottles and

native baskets lanterns ni*de of empty <

.. cans pamted w,Ith lead safe. paint; and a

variety of Christmas wreaths and other.
decorations using empty cans of j Julce,
liver spread and canned tuna, egg trays .
and plastlc bottle lids. &
“These ‘upcycled’ items are mere
examples There are countless ways
of transformmg our discards into fiine-
tional ahd ‘yes, beautiful, things. s*'We
can go 'zero waste or darn close » the
EcoWaste Coahtlon sald O
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THE World Wide Fund ‘for Nature L‘(1 t- ‘fjlttmg dlode)?fChnstrnas i th

(WWF] esumates ‘that humanity | -fhght.’é e'up to 90 percent more ef- ¢ getd _

- "currenty using  the resources of - ficient {hin regular tungsten bulbs you: “air condi

1.6 planets, meamng many of its - “Thiey'ré far safer and last longertoo! ‘one degree Cet:;ms Thls w111 Teave
rtabl

ng longer, niaturally ‘Remember to plug them itd auto- you feeling co fhde culting

 esources an
: replemshed With the global popu- ‘mated tiiners to ensute ey’ll turo down theen
- lation expectedto breach nine bil- ;themselves offalittle afteryo igoto  -percent Thei

lion by 2050, We Heed fo leam to - ‘bed, savmgpower and ensurmgthat ‘forhomesan 0
minimize 0urconsumpt10ntoday‘:: iny ters of your carbon footpnnt, to 2
~ So this Holiday ‘season, let less you won'tbe naughtybugmce. e 8. Recycle
‘e more. Celebrate a gieen OF C0 © 4, Make your owWnt personal— *.paper for thr
. friendly Chnstmas by}recyclmg m;‘lZEdn Christmas car dse- Abo,_ t, .ed paper wrop
' decor, opung for energy—efﬁaent ¢ bilhon Christmias; cards atey.. t
o _sted every Decembet. ‘Why:!

ity's" ’craft’your own cards, from recycl
A

appets for thns‘ .
xes, © ribbons -

creativity with } Somme: Crayons .
jamtbrushes or colored jpens, €an ;

an tcan go along 1
Il}f ot ask-your buddies 0
g for: the party? i

can Ahttleghtt
 way. Why

- used only ofice. I’lease

" thewastebysvmdungto eco—fnendky
‘canvas ot reqr‘c_lw

3. Use LED® Chnstmas hgh

: w1th tlmers—-Energy efﬁcxent LE

B T ATV 3
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L ILOILO CITY (PNA) Gmmaras Dr Vi]ma leates of the
: provmce boasts of 70 hectares of undis- Envu'onment and Natural Re urces
turbed coral reefs, according to the top Office said the coral reefs are‘fmthm
offiéial* of the Department of Environ-  the:Taklong Island National ¥
ment and Natural Resources (DENR) ~ Reserve, paxtcmarlyatBarangayLaﬁ“az

mWestern Visayas. . in Nueva Valencia.” -
| ¢ Regional Director Jun Sampulna She explam that the 1,143 hectade,
._'gunng Mon,day § presen Q_I;mn of ac- : videdintot\@_m S
' COF phsﬁments ‘of thesx e s_vaé%t that i 1 zone that[
a aﬁam will be created” 1tgc_t the y for research. tmtles and ‘:he

ters to traqunal

]

l coral re%fs "hn_e'\mthm ithe estabhshed -
: protected areas in the provmce’*"’ :




i “o_nment and Natypg)
: ; ResourcesRe ion () ) 7 Dj
' 1t Wag degj red as 5 prptectgd ' L
Seascape 1938 but deg it ec- | Dire Al Poqm'ta, of the
very ) Us ,_andﬁshl'ng 1 ,iuegalﬁshingoperaﬁohs 31 ] Bureay of Fishér;,
ind!ish'ystakéholders, Including ojyi Continge, ' ™ "

socielyorgan‘iiation‘s (CSOs),'re eiitly . - The “Tafiop ed

“Strait Protect
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" THE: Harrbon Foundatron is working to
critical but' often: overlooked pa
ecosysteny, the hilippmes seagr
through the; Strengthening therM

‘Areas (MPA) fo Protect the Marin
Areas in the&Phrlrppmes (MKBA)iggojg trln Lanuza
Bay; Sutigao’ del sur. .

Seagrasses are'flowering plan
“adapted to' seawater,’much Irk aves. The
only differe is that they Irve‘fully 5\ Irmerged
in seawater and ar o to.di nlight

eau of Frsherie

: Iies, Hydroc ari i
: Iocai go\rernmE '

bally,‘“: :

) hahrtat for other:
extensrv seagrass beds aref 1
] Palawan, the'
“Quezon; Hinatuan and Cortes 1 ,
and- Cateel Bay.in Davao Orrental They can live
tas deep as 15 meters (o7 50 feet)'lrke those found l !
on the coast of Baler, Aurora anrl Polillo 1stand. ; ility‘of the Umted Hatrons D¢ opment Prngramme
_______ 2iura lilia nraéses on land (hence their 12 (UNDP) an! | the Biodurersrt'y. ment Bureau of
v tellinéal Bartrier, the Lanuza

s. : ] :
H MBA-MI(BA prone aims to assist lo:al
ly managing seagrass
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undera program known as H grks%%g‘m jne
income. PHOTO' INTERFACE INC, o
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lnterf%e launched Net-Works
a pro;ecgo rgmove drscarded nets
from oceang o prevent marine -
life from gettrng caught in theth
Net-Works encourages the, recy-
cling of these nets by provrdmg

payment to partlctpants in thei ,
local commounity. The recycled '

nets provided by the program are
sentto an Interface supplier, whrch
uses the nylonfound in the nets to
produce 100 -percent recycled Car:..
pet yarmn. As of 2015, the program
has operated in 26 cominunities
and dlrectly beneﬁted more than
4,000 people

. The Net:Works prd]ect, whtch
was started | in 2012, is currently
belng carried outin cominunities’
in the Bantayan Islands, Dana}on
Bank, and'in Northern Hloilo, -

- The Secretary ofState has award* '

ed the ACE eachyear since 1999 i
‘order to recognize US companieg.,
Tepresenting American values i i1,
their business practrces world-

is contnbutmg to the growth and -

. srve hiring, practrces wi

atthe annual ACE cerem" V)
ary 5, 2017, at 10: 3ol am
Standard Time at- f
Department “The'

[F LN

globallystreamed online at ttp fl

vrdeo state gov/l lve/

i ’ ‘7 ” .
General Electric promotes mclu

. Atabia by o

whtch now femploy
1 000 Saudi and non-§
semcmg a fifth of th
worldwrde Service needs,_ S

McDonald's Deutschland-,has
Ied iy example to supporﬁ refu-

e P

gees in 1ntegratrng mto Gerrnany’s
soctetyvand workforce. Initheast

! year ’aloﬁre, McDonald! s!lDeutsch

sustainable development ofthe lo- " Jej

cal economies in which theywork ; 'j
In 2016, the four ACE categorres ‘

include Incluswe Hiring Practices,
Small or Medtum Enterpnse, Sus:
tainable Oceans Management and
I‘ransparent Operauons ,
Interface and the other : wrnners
will be presented wrth the award

—_—

Andeld has employed'
nrques to create a cuttmg-
training program t_ha}t equrps
students toibecome el}te 6

folind, Andela paysrtts trainées
ahove-marketwages' nd p Svide:

a8 softwaré‘afdevelopers, including

government§
' indlie
- iny publrgwater mfrastructure that wr_fvwstate gov/efebjace.” ™
_ supphes not only the addmohal

‘landh as_employed more than 900 :
wide. Each of these- compantes p gees intry.

accomn%)datmn, meals, héalth- ucts for the actron sportsanduftryq
careya cofii gter ‘and detllhled"’«1 soutced from recycled: ﬁshmg- 5.
=1nstru ﬁ

‘Two hundred;tv}%hty 'I'hey have launched a' ﬁsﬁﬁig net

former traar:ﬁieesﬁ‘areanow emp pyedﬁﬁ collection and recycling; program
Net Posmva, to help tackle a¢ an

50 ‘who are workrng with large

'-:w1th fishing communmes cros‘
Chtle and has recycled more than
55 tons of fishing nets. - "

M 1Ia, Phil med ;e e Award for Corporat Exoellence
% : an o %ures . i Transparent Operatio Socté*dad
M‘l'ﬁrtle of sunglasses, s}l(a;e* Mmera Cemro Verde SAA; (lea, Ceru]
SocredadMlnera Cerrqo

R A .n_'___..____ —

Bureor,Inc (Santrago, Chrlejiapd

Lo I3 o
A s a} mlnlng Company l.h capacrty requrred by the mlne,-b'ut ‘
) 13 parency arid stakeho der al”also"potable water to 99 perc}
ifiat thejcore of t etr ? resrdents and 100 percentof

bﬁ'smess % odel¥Cerro Verdec m— water treatment 10 Peru’§ el -ond

pIeted a..$5 g’lb‘lllton expanslo in Iargest city of Arequipa, - ;%%
L5, within budget and on sched . The Department of State is cg m

ule’because of its polrcy of pro%c- *hitted to working with compari

tive and transparent consultauon’ fito_further responsible busr, i
wrthtlocaI communities, and l(}fal ~practices worldwide and to. recog i

_regronal :and national . mze therr efforts to lmprove lrves K

nf rrnatlon please vrsrt

; us STATE DEPARTMENT r
/
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i tion'angh Power Project,’
‘In-a. letter to the Pres

2q.
deprlvmg them qf ‘theit share

' ',' - Alf dlgenous

‘ ‘pgéples of ‘the: ‘Bugkalof gnd 11.. Bugkalot/Ilongot Confederatiol -the revenue of the Casecnan
‘. ‘ongot tribes living afsthé’b dlrector' Rocky Valderama: e ower plant, and. v101atmg thelr .
. - aries of Nuevd,Vizodb: ifino sought Dutgérte’s intervention:o 1ghts ito-their dncqstral domain -
*and this pré 2% have:! asked the- supposed violations and iy ‘hilofakmg in billipns'of pesos
President Rs itss * justices- comm1tted by theiCali~- thrdugh thelr opera I'Ol'lS' LT
; 'é@\jig‘};’th@jfﬁ npmbiem forn,\a Energy Casecnan .Water: nis:The: revenue Shal‘el was rone-

B gfoninen- :and {Enéfgy. Company Inc; Of-'1-of the 20 demands rax‘ged by the
“Yiolations" ‘cominitted- by the rcxals of the: oompany could-nof; AP before the pro_ieb} 6u1d start
Amencan operator gftﬁ glant be reached for comment asvofe "consfructlon in 1995‘-{ .

a—t e

-—-L—___ - - i

# -

ThenuPre51dent Fidel.. Ramos said, was _the d_tymg\?qp ofsthe
authon‘zed the .CMIPP- “to1Build: Caseonan Riy aﬁeuts linge
tyfﬁtprowded thesowde-l. volume of}. water*wasmdwerted
: smet-and a task force leaving only a tnckle {0 %proceed

. created *to” monitor -their- 1mple- downstream,” . ;
. mentatiof; Valdcrama added.. ... Valderama.: said the rm "vm-
3 “Pl:emdent »Duterte “ YOI are lated its agreetent with
| the onlyihope. of the Bugkalots ' tional Irrlgatlon A lstratlon
i"and IHongots:Help us resolve thls  before the dam was: oonstructed
Srama wrote ~Fiithat it would,only :
CECWECTs : glarmg ‘cent of the! 49 biltion
énital* VJoIatlons he ters of watet m the‘nver

S T
e 1 ) .»__L,;_
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sumers by as much as P1 46 per
" cubic meter,
: ’ “The anomalous transaction
Palawan Gov, Jose Alvarez was °;and activities have greatly prej-
charged before the Office of the ' udiced and damaged the resi-
Ombudsman on Wednesday dent of Cagayan de Oro as well
over alleged -irregularities in. " as: the general- pubhc Public
the Cagayan de Oro Water DlS- funds and interests "have also
trict (COWD) with the private been irregularly used“and uti-
water supplier, to whxch he is lized,” Fox said in her complaint.
connected. She sued' Alvarez as an in-
‘Private complamant Mi- corporator of RVWCI, .the con-
chelle Fox ‘of San Vicente, . tractor that treats water from
Palawan, filed two complaints ~the- Bubunauan R1ver. and de-
that accused the CO,WD;board livets it to the COWD. Also
of making accommodations'in named- respondents.were four
favor of water provider Rio othér RVWCI - executives:
Verde Water Consortlum -Inc Fiorella Azura, Bienvenido
(RVWCI).. Sa.ntos Robertcﬁ Lozada and
One of; the allegedly,, oner-' Chona Alvarezss® -
ous” accommodations suppos-’ .Public responder;ts belong—
edly aIloW@ed RVWCI to change,_ ing fo the COWD were; vice
the parametnq formula and al-' " chairFederico’ Gapuz, secretary
low it'to overcharge water: con- > Raymundo Java treasurer Sarah

By Vmce F. Nonato
@VmcernatoIN Q

i:\“-__g‘__

Borja, ass1stant secretary/trea—
surer Sandy Bass Jr. and. bo‘ard
chair Francisco Mendez. iy

They were accused of vmlat—
ing the Government Procure~

ment Reform’ Act, the nti-"
Graft anid Gorrupt Practice Act,

the Goyernment Auditing Code
of the. Phlhppmes, and Co

smn on Audit Circular 85 55A
on u'regular éxpenditures 1and

two. othér -COA resoutlons, as -7
well as; grave-misconduct ancl'-'

B

o

gross neglectof duty.

[V Fox's: complamt simply lifted.
éntire segments of the COA Re--

port No, 2013-002, or the “Re} Yort
oh the resula_,ts of the audit on al-
leg graft and corrupt pracuces

of't the Boatd ovau-ectors tog’eth-, ;

erwith the contractor, Rio Verde

Water Consornum Inc.of the! Ca- ,

gayande Oro,Water DlstnctJEC‘

‘ gayan 'dé.Gro City, and the tTen;-

“agreement.
» deemed these provisions "oner-

-_hvery toa locatmn thatigilec
'in elevation. NG

LWUA [Local Water Utilities,Ad-
ministration] Administrator.”. -
" . The said COA report ﬂagged
various provisions allegedly in-
- serted by RVWCI in the Decem-
.ber 2004 bulk water supply

State audltors

ous” compared to the onglnal
terms in the “model contract

_.for the project. "

Besides the tweak to the‘ for-
mula that purportedly allowed:

- overcharging, the report- icited
. how RVWCI modified the bases:
on the frequency of water pnce
adj ustment.

The project also aﬂege’dly‘be-

came costlier by P47 96 on,
eed to

after the COWD board ag ag
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.« Vice'govspush = -
Earth-friendly solar lighting

., The country’s most far-
/| flung areas will soon get night
| light after the League of Vice
| Governors of the Philippines
.| (LVGP) forged:a memoran-
1 dum of agreement (MOA)
| with My Shelter Foundation’s
{ Liter of Light program for the
provision of affordable,:sus-
tainable solar light to people
. with limited or-ng- access to
electricity. .- . T
~ Under the MOA, which
was facilitated by LVGP
publicist Jo Kristine Revil
(Masbate), thé provinces
‘through the vice EOVErnors,
- Sangguniang Panlalawigan,
“private sector dnd civil soci-

s runmey

ety groups will endeavor ﬂé‘

provide inexpensive lighf@‘nggsf
to remote-barangays acrbé%.g

the, archipelago.

, (E
Founded by Filipino social.

entreprerieur Illac Diaz, the:

project has installed fore thalf!

350,000-bottle lights in morg

than 15 countries and taugh'tf' :
green skills to emipower grasTizT J

\ recipient of the 2015 Zat-: |
yed; Futute Energy Prize and:
the 2014-2015 World Habitif«:

roots.groups..©, i

Award, its open source tech
nology has:been recognized |
by the United Nations and

adopted for'use in some UNz

refugeé campss, -\

"

ez o, Slali
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it would be
§=to thke custodyJof
%iaid Beloso, |
Wds approve
050; also aske
Assistant Re
r.foriMana éntler}llt Se
iquelaiithat those of
; c&% ""have been :fom
ENR"INl favor of the ,
d being ahanﬁ d |
uring the actudliap. !

" productsiandy eyances seizedfby |
the ReaLCENROMEHer forester r.itlff i
! ndethe}Nayy, have' bden |

=t

unded, ma‘kﬁng ;
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Kere as‘ tension over a dispute
* farmland flared anew. '~
farmers, who belong toa grou]
‘§f agrarian reform beneficia
.. Bies (ARBs), were wounded:z
" for they, were shot by guards al
]‘egedly employed by Lapanday
Boods. Corp. to man the firm’s
Banaria ‘plantation. The latest -

fhcident came two days after "¢

guards shot a group of 50 farm-

érs on its way to harvest ba- -
ﬂanas ‘on Monday, leavmg 7 !
- embrolled ina 145-he
: Lapanday, in an earher. '

ounded, - - "

statement demed its involve-

fhent ifi Monday's attack. The? Iz
50mpany, on Wednesday, hacl‘

4tiil toissue a statement on th
latestincident.

¢ OnWednesday, three more ‘

drspute after AR_B

_-landgrabbmg .
' “I would reheve

: Antonio Tuyak, spokesper-i:,_ T et

fon of Madaum Agrarian;:Re-

£orm Benefic1anes Association. ;.
{Marbai), said atleast 20 armied " ‘

éuards, who_ they suspected. -
to be from the Lapanday, ma- -
feuvered around the contested
lind and shot five farmers,
working in the field early
Wednesday..”

' Thi fariners. descnbed their
5ttackers as a mix of men wear-

fhg security ‘guard uniforms -

é‘nd street clothes.

.;' WOuld sk even [Pre:ndent
Duterte] for help," ReHon told
. thefarmers and their support-

‘ers who were manning a barri-
cade - in. the plantatlon on
Wednesday. =

" Elaiza Mendoza, city interi-
or ‘and local govern_nrent ‘offi-

far from where the farmers are,

was sch du to be held in|’
San : Isidro’ v111age which’ s,

encarnped - I
“We. wanted the dralog to bei‘

[
i

-,

erstand why the mayor

!
1
L
I

e T Y

ey

- Th o .
R R

wanted to have the talks held ..
'somewhere else.. ;
"if we leave, the guards :
| ' might come back and seize our
X posmon.” he added.

Earher Bayan Muna Rep. 8

Carlos Zarate said he would
seek d congressional investiga-~
tionn into the wolence in
Madaum

“We will filea resolunon in-;

Congress, not only to condemn

. but also to investigate the rea- .
sons behind this dastardly acts -

agalnst our poor agranan re--

" form benefrcranes, Zarate

sa1d —ansrou LIM AND KARLOS._

MANLUPIG lNQ

‘|'




