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‘ DENR R
OVE BRIEFER IIENR Secretary Glna Lopez (Iaft) ‘stans ls
r:o'li::‘do Sibbaluca .xplllm the situation at the mangrova plantlng sl

n‘rk-'facloban Chty. (RO'“““"A Cayuhl‘t)_. e

. DENR-8 Régional lf:?“é“etog‘Leonardo

0- Lmangrove plantatlon m this city,
“Liopéz: instructed her to look for more areas
.\ mEaste' gi -Visayas that aﬁe St tablejor grow-
.- ihg mangroves | 5

1’7« "Theé DENR' reglonal‘ ﬂice launched the
" $380-million Egstem Vlspya {mangrove and

R : . - beaich forestrehabilitationproj ectin April last
'TACLOBAN CITY - More coastlmes will . .yearwithatargetcovera ﬁm-,hectares

beplanted\wthmangrovestopn;oi;ectcoastal 2 }%%un 1 fLeﬁetg ':3?51- i

- commumtlesﬁ'omnsmg sea lev_. jandstorm Pproject covers areéas from

surges. . | A -+ Tacloban to the town of \Ab _yog, including

DepartmentofEnwronmentandNatural - the municipalities of Palo; Tah-auan, Tolosa,

. Resources (DENR) Secretagy_grlga Lopez - Dulag, Mayorga, Javier, and Macarthur, the
+ reyéalsd thejn f‘ angre ingpr ]

* towns ofBaseyandMarah Saunarandthe
.. municipalities of Lawaan gjBa,'lan[glga Gipor-
" Ios, Salcedo, Gmuan, He mam and Llorente
in E{astern Samar.

VR
SH
r

ta.ny,i,? e government allotted' ;]
mangrove reforqsthtmn andﬂ each: forest
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THE Departme

{ ; Resoturces is- Inokmg for sultable sites: fo::seayveed
| farming,

‘Envirinmenit: Secretary Gina Lopez said seaweed

‘ production is an alternative source of income for

* coastal communi ‘es and could help ‘counter the

: bloduferm
" center of

effects of clima
‘Inva recet:

sion. on seaweed potentxal for
~friendly enterprisesheld at the training
e Biodiversity Management - ‘Bureaw'in
Quezon City, Lopez said the DENR has already
started the:process of identifying suitable sités for
seaweed farmingin the country; with the help of other
government agencies and concerned stakeholders.
" She said some of the potential seaweed: farmmg

- sites include Calatagan in Batangas, Tambuyong in

for seaweed%ffarm

s

SI.

ites

Quezon/-Badian n=Cebu; and Cal&ya iIsland in
Antique,.y )-qﬁl% Jgear Semirara Isldnd where the
controversi al, mg :site d@nd ow ir plp.nt is
located. ©: 11

Lopez gaid: the government will hélp not only in
the seaweed propagahon, but also i 1n] 1;"ketin'g its
by-products” -

“The seaweed; revenues should affect more than
one person while developing an area. i ecan get the

country ! 'out ofxpovrerty through thi prjiect,’” she
eaweedisone

said.
"te;s that

Apartfrom:ts onormcpotentlal €
of the natufal and-effective carbon seit
can be foind ‘in the: coastal area, anf ‘
spec:es can grow alongmde mangroves,

a7
‘) L Jo'ol dela Torre
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- Lopezmoves to marnstr[eam

':- P !'

brodrversrty in devt projects

' By JONATHAN L. MAYUGA ' i
y@;onlmayuga* TR

R

L. Lopez has ordered:the integra- -

ENVIRONMENT Secretary Regina paz "
tion of biodiversityin the planning,

1mplementatronandmonrtorrngofdevel— i

opmentplo]ects*ahd'tenmral instiurients: :
iséued:bythe Departaigitof Biivironment -
and Natural Resources (DENR}
tn-Memorandum: Circatar: on
November. 28, Lopezuauthorrzed the
DENR’s Biodiversity Management Buréal:
(BMB):to create avteam composed of .
biodiversity expertsto partlcrpate inthe..”
mining-audifs, environmental impact -
assessment review and performancen
evaluation of tenurial-nstruments.- ¢
The circular is pursuant-to Section 25+
* of the Genera] Appropriations.Act 0f. 20064
Executive Order 578 on the implementation
ofthestatepolrcyonbrologlcaldrversrtyand, y
" in suppbit of DENR: Admrnlstrauv&e Opdel -1
2016-12adoptrngtthhilrppme Biodiversity
Strategyand Action Plan (E3SAR) 20%512018
" Lopez, an ‘environmentala &ocate‘
has declared her passion for biodiversity
coniservation and her commitment to protect:
the country's rich biodiversity. - "
The DENRrchiéfihadrearlier said °
“biodiversity Is like gold” and "treasure,
- which shiould be protected and-conserved: .
. Afteriher appointment as chief steward
tof the -environment and natural resources,’
+ Lopez:had already suspended:10 large-scale
- metallicmines and threatened to suspend20
 othersforfailingin envrronmental standards. -
-1She also--inciuded - biodiversity:
: - consideration among the mining-aidit
i criteria in tightening the sciéws on mining.
i .. Toprotectthe country’s tieh 'biodiversity;:
" she declared watersheds and protected areas:
. as“offlimits”to miningand otherdestructrve
development projects. -7 7 4 SRS
- Lopez, in an- interview. with-the

“fnstrengthens our efforts in‘workmg for -
thedevelopment- livelihood- andenterprrse-v v
related programs of the department totake
into“account the contribution of ‘biological *
diversity in:the sustarnabrlrty of therr 1
prograins,”Lim said. ES

lrmaddedthattheordercomlngfromthe

% DENR chief“sends a stronger polrtrcal srgnal:r

that the department is serious in protecting °
the resgurce base or biodiversity, and- the: -
ecosystemisefvices. provided by biodiversity tf-
to ehsuré thatthe development projects and
programs translate into sustainable benefits
for thé communities and the country.’ o
. “We finally can start to harness and.. r
marnstream the richness and uriiqueness of
our biological resources and eCosystemsforv :
andmtotheeconomrcdevelopmentplannlng
processes, she added. -

+ According to Lim, with the crrcular inii:
place, ‘the. DENR-BMB is now authorized by <
‘highest level in the department to-mobilize -
blodiversity partners.and experts to support
s in'promoting the PBSAP and to work'with -

development sector to build-in blodlversrty -

into’ theirplans and programs.,-

Junlpnel oo dpinw ,'
Dismantle |Ile al structures .
inlagunadeBay > - .
MEANWHILE, the DENR is scheduled to hold

‘,a dialogueiwith Laguna de Bay fish-cage
and fish-pen-operators as part of the:plan to. -«
‘implement & maratorium on the i rssu(nce of
busmesspermrtsbegrnnrnglanuarynextyear v
" Envirénment - Undersecretary Artureir-’
‘Valdez, who:also heads the-National ‘Anti-
:Environmental Crime Task Force that recently
held demolrtron operations-in a:A3-hectare
Jllegalfish.pen in Laguna.deaBay.within.
the jurisdiction of Muntinlupa City, said the _

draloguu?s to reassure the goverr&ment 5. “ :
: commrtme

T to prrontrzesresource poor

f‘sher(&rensaccesstothe% 000- hectarelake '
Q‘. ethrdstthere isto send the’ message “

th tthe DENR. under Secretary" Looez:gwrllv

TheIIaRes carryrng capacrty allows up -
to only19;000. hectares for aquaculture..

*+ However:fish pens and.cages are occupying -

12,375, ps hectares of-the surface water,

- showingsa total of 3, 375 hectares of excess i

area for Jdemolrtron w

Valdaz beliaves; however that the actual -
area bemgoccupted byfish-cageandfish-pen -
operators codld be bigger.

“| would say itis more than that,"Valdez -+

said. He vowed tointensify the drsmantllng

- of |llegal structures this month to give

enough,\trme for the operators to harvest
their bangus and tilapia. .

Data from the Laguna Lake Development ‘
Authonty (LLDA) show that there are a total
of1 018regrstered orlegitimate fish-penand ’
fish- cage operators in Laguna Lake, covering r
a totallof 9;519 hectares. Of this number,
713 aré fish-cage. operators, while 305 are
fish- pe'n operators. o

Un egrstered operators number to 2, 261
occupyrrtg 2,856 hectares, LLDA said.

A total of 3,246 structures (both...
regrstered andunregistered) can be foundin

. the laké: area;. consisting of 358 fish pens !

and 2 990 fish- cages, which show a mix of
corporatlonsandmdrvrdualowners TheLLDA -
has developed almap identifying areas for
fish p ns, fish capes; fish sanctuaries and .-
open flshrng, and navrgatlonal and barangay :
access{lanes to facilitate the movement of -
people; goods and services within the lake.
Tolensure the -maintenance of open -
flshmg ground ‘the LLDA has designated fish -
sancttrarres covering around 30,000 hectares -
in Muntinlupa City, 5,000 hectares in Jala-
Jala and Talim 1sland in Rizal and Laguna -
Bay, and 127 hiéctares in Barangay Tabon, ‘
Brnangonan, Rizal: "

[ e
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BY MANUEL T. CAYON’ | Mmdamw Burean Chlef 'm%

N AVAO CITY—The Ph111pp
' Eagle Foundation (PEF)
; wannounced another successful
breedmg | :
eagle—the

I

hatched W1th nummal assistance .
on November 4y ‘after 56 days of
incubation. It wasS mches tall and_- o
weighed' 488 3.grams.. i

‘ The new. eaglet Wwas the’
third successfully ‘hatched °
offspring from the Phxhppme R
Eagle pa1r, MVP" (male) and . " &
“Go Phoemx (female).. The{

" pair produced earlier the eaglet

“Sinag” and “Chick 27" The number
Eagles MVP and Go Phoenix’ e number of days Of
were the adopted eagles of Philip- InCUbatIOH before the eagIEt
- . pine Long Distance Telephone Co. WaS hatched ' ‘

and Edisy Tradmg, respectively.
“The chlick’ showed no signs of

- deformities. It is actlve ‘and, in-

fact, has abrg appetite;” PEF Ani-

mal keeper Colm Santander sa1d '

“It is just three ‘weeks old
but its growth is -excéptionall
Santander added. :The PEF said
the birth of Ch1ck 28 l'nghhghts

Wa,si once;thought as alost cause:?
";I wthe midst of contmued
' t. "and persecution in"

Sl
the continuing success of wheu?"r
2

4

A :
e‘ \wild; Ythis hatching success

unlderscores the importance of -
conservation breedmg asawayof
securing this species’s gene pool,”

PEF Executive Director Denms

Salvador said.

f|the Biodiversity Manage-

mentBureauoftheDepartment o
of|! Environment and Natural

Theresa Mundita Lim, c:hlef ‘

1

e]sources said she was glad -
out the hatching and.ex-

—_——
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tmue to serve 1ts mlssmn insav-

from extincfion.”
“The PEF firmly believes that,
+ with concerted effort, the criti-
cally endangered Philippine Ea-
" gle will someday fly freely in'the
 wild,” the center said,

The new hatchmg success may
‘helpboost anew the, morale iof the
breeders for their attempt to send
- thebirds to thewild afterthe PEF
was informed of the’ shootmg to

" Cultf
: u.w'Iihe shooter iremained.scot-
. free despite the bounty put up by
‘ government offices,- whlch were’
. apE_‘arently pressured by the 1n—
. térnational comminity on’ corn-
." plymg with their’dommitmérit fo*’

death of eagle “Pamana’ byalocal

“ Hq;n‘ter in August last year.

What madeit worse was that the.

1nc1dent happened 1n51de Mount

Harmgmtan in' Davao Oriental

- which only that yearlwas ‘granted.

the §tatus as one-of; the ‘world’s .

. hentage sites under the Umted Na-

tmp%Educatlonal Sc1ent11§1c ,and
ral Organization {Unesco). -

the'Unesco: Even'ilie Ph111pp1ne

: Efagle Conservationtofficials -
. turnedtothe crowdfundingweb .
- site<Indiegogo to. raise funds, .

which reached $10, 000 wo
Pamana s death qotw1thstand— ;.

_ mg, the conservation program
_ ing the great Phlhppme Eagle -,

remamed esteemed in the globaI -

' conservatmn commumty for its '

b .
contlhued successes in breedmg °

the cr1t1cally endangered eagle.

“U-After several misses; the center 1
eventually came out with * Pagasa,
the ﬁ1rst to be bred in.1992, -
~Another notable iBuccess .was
the ,BEF’s success-in April 2012
in hatchmg the country s flrst .
Rmsker s hawk eagle in ca‘ptnrlty
The P1nsker s hawlk; eagIe (N:saetus

pmﬂen}, also ‘endemic to Phlllp-
pmleforests washatchedin captiv-
1tyaftercamp,brologmtsmcubated
the e?gg for 48 days.

The chickis the first bred and
hatLhed inficaptivity. The chick
can':Le ‘from; a natural pair, and
weighed.amere 57.2 grams when
1thatched aPEF statementsald

afterw the Pitidker’s hawk eagle

. camelout ofiits shell. 2

'I]he Pinsker's hawk eagleis one
of the few spec1es of birds of prey
in the Acc:ptrzdae family. :

“If i§ ‘¢bnsidered threatened
beca'luse of ‘the loss of its natd-
ral ha'bltat the subtropical oz"
troplcal ‘moist lowland forest,”
the PEF added..

The PEF’sconservation breed— :
ing program has gained signifi-
cant advancement that will make
it polsmble for.us to augment the’
eag]le| population. The real chal--
lenge, however, is the Pinsker's
hawk' eagle’s survivalin the wild, ”
Salvader sald : v

Hé! said the “fast diminish*
ing forests ‘and' destruction of
theirhabitats are still the biggest
threats to.the:survival of the ea-
gles. J'Ve needeveryone’s contribu- °
tion to.ensure that the eagle popu- ,
Iatlonﬁwﬂl Increase, especially in
the w11d he sa1d

N i nlas
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» ,they are the ones ‘who wr[l take
' _Phlllppme Eagle o envaronment and forests, :

5

CEMEX TRAINS ;Aooso KIDS To BECO

VA“NGUARDS or:e‘

Sooney -
Ronmucr( ABAD | v@rodrzk 8.

the next gene:atron Temed? Philippines

Foundatton Ing# ngFI) has eﬁ“'gaged'the tribal |

‘chtldren of Mmdanap in an educatlonal tour of
i PE

immefse: themse Yesin the habttat of,

Wit joy thatwerarep!lnedbythe
q rnodrerland’ because-*u[tfmately,
{of the

(P Executuge Director Chito, é Mania‘gp said

‘during the: haIf ay field tnp of dver o select

studentsof Kabagaayan Elementary Sthool in
BarangaySIbuIan B ‘

.~ He sald it was the first time for;the') young

: membersoftheBagoboTagabawatnbetogoonan

‘edizcational totifsirice theschool's openinginijune.

“Sol personally thank the Phthppme Eagle

f ‘Foundation, our volunteers, employees the
: *rhedia and niore especrally, the tommumty

members “He said. During the
“Center—a’ protected forest’ area“in Malagos
‘Davao Crty, that spans 84 frectares—the
‘sudents had @ pérsonal encounte of" ‘
“Philippiriééagles—half of the were bred in
captwrty—and witnessed the other 67 specres
of birds $nd seViéral animals found h[ere‘l
: erewrse, thiéy pamclpated in‘acfivities; such
asthecheenngtompetrtlonandtreeplantlng The
“fribal kids'also performed ashortskit abouttherr
"hibe’ tradition and ways to protect the Mount
“Apo, whefi they originated from :
s ‘anl early.Christmas' present’the sodial
“arm of Cemex Phlllpplnes tumed= wer-a bag

i - bf gaodies, incliding school supp!res, to the
- students, aswell as some Ieamlndﬁnatenalsfor

theteachersandt’aculty memberé‘ ¢

. -AVAD. i ﬁan effort;.tp pi d'fe the, -ouryoungsters
a sustaingble. use of thgaen\orom;fém for

ong ofthe-
wodd'srarestforeﬁraptors facing e”SctmctIon S

'WIdIife'*Specues Program of the DeparlTent of
‘1\ H
Phili

;.

' 1F

"[he foundatron of development |§ only

educatlon | thark the Cemesx, Phrlllppines
di igwmgthrsopport

posed on'how to protect

our Philfpp {re eagl{ and thieir habitat b‘e‘éa“
so0n they il become oir very own

faclhtated lwellhdod-sup

F ha}“s been warking with them for

Dennﬁ adors@rdt E 45

Qe mgfﬂwardto moremteractlons
with PEFtand the Sibulan IPO We hope t “make
this partnershlp sustamabie to be able o help
more comrunities/n‘protecting the Phdrpprne

Eagle;"said Paul Arcenas, Cemechepresrdentfor .

mvestonelatlonsand!ntegratedcommunlcations,
and CPFI board member; I
Promotmg thie. rmportance of the Ph*llpplne
Eagle and s protectron forms part of the!2 Adopt-
a~Speoes Program of CPFI-——an mmati  that
enablés- commiiitiés to foster sust lnable

conservation efforts’ for endangered species

and. the envrronment—that eventuallg} paved
thelitay for the establlshment of the Adopt-a-

Enwmnment and Naturat, Resources,
Thecementcompanyissuppomng pptne
Eaglekurveysmthreesuspectedeaglete ‘, iés,
delineate riésting’sifes and initiate hom irange
and Rabitat use o adult birds. A
CemexPhr[ippines|soneofthelead|ng
manufacturersrnthetountry Its substdianes
(emen? Corp ahd *Solid Cement Corp. p duceé
and‘harket. cementand other building materials

nationwide. They carry the well estab]ished 4

cement brands APO and Rlzal ln

é‘

;.f

3

‘_h"the orgamzétlorig have"f
Upport:to commiunities.of -
- the Slbulan 1PO;in‘Rondr.of their noble at‘t'i‘onjn -
: saw% the Phlllpprne Eagle b

RS-

: e’re' rod o engage with our péftnets :
in S|abo!an 5 :
more than 10 yéats now,"PEF Executive I irecf_or b

l__a,__, -
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AGUIO C‘IT_Y-—-Thc'Mines”gi}d .
‘Geosciences Bureau is studying 33
SN TR e g RS

_applicationsifor Minahang Bgyan:ot
small-scale mining areas in several mineral-
rich areas in the Cordillera Autonomouns
Region before’ endorsing them to the. .
Department of Environment and-Natura]
Resources for approval. BERAREES

‘ of the National Commission
i?d?iiif‘iﬁed mineral-rich areas. [ﬁ-%‘.}f‘:‘;: on Indigenous Peoples. . = 5% oo

5" 4 Owing to the tedious’ requiré-
under the existifg ‘guide-
B i OF their desired aréas” lmes, rules and regulations for

Apayad and’ Abrd, which féi}e" Tines

i ‘The- applicants will un Iq;';gc}
tllgg%gresqu_éd__ progesses fo@t_lr}g;-giign‘ts
addressing the concerns of sustain-
able livelihood for small-scale min-
-érs, and the preservation and pro-
tection of the state of enviropment
it was better for the Minahan;
Bayan applicants to go through thi
process now, Apil said. N h
*, Aside from having to secure th

as Minahang Bayan sites after the
office of the Environment Secre-
* tary shall. have granted thetn the
‘green light to proceed withh the
proc’essing"bf.tbei;'pending appli-
Gations;” Apil stressed. L
L Underthe guidelines of Exegutive
Lopez for clearance. ", ‘Order No,.79, applicants for Mina-
Apil said 'the Minahang Bayan hang Bayan areas are required fo go - consent of the affected indigeniou
applications came from Benguet, ~through the free and prior informed. peoples and indigenous cultur
Kalinga, Mountain ; Province, ; consent process under the fg‘{uid,a— . communities in their domain, M

—_— — — — | S

. Engincer Fay W. Apil, MGB-
CAR regional director,. said the
applications have been sent.to
Environment Secretary Regina

nahang Bayan épplicants arc also sites in
.. required to- sec! .the consent of- ’ .
“hrivate individu] {& who own the’
B Jands that willbbgaffected by their

. o . 1 .
" small-scale mmmE.‘operatlons. L

of the. Minahang Baycrlﬁj,
the dif g}fé‘ﬁt provinces! { ) -
~ “Establishing Minahang Bay-
an-areas in various parts of the

‘country will help in regulating

Minahang : Bayan applications

_ must go through Lopez’s officg -
twice, the first ope for seeking

- clearance for the mining applica-
tion and the second one for the ap-

. plications to be; submitted- to the

. Secretary for approval, Apil said.

" This happens after the appli-
. cants shall have complied with
- all the -pettinent requirements
that will guarantee the operation

the ‘illegal operations of ‘small-
scale mitiers in the | different
minéral-rich areas, said Apil.
1t vould also help in|scaling up
the efforts -of governm Sht 10 pre-
serve and protect the efivironient
and generdte: more inct '

enerd ome of the -
State-"ﬁpm{thé; exploitation, use and
development of its natural resources
within the domain of I, and ICCs
nationwide. Dexter A. Sﬁ! ) o
- L
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More mine suspensions out thisiweek

THE Philippine government will suspend
more mines in a fight against environmen-
tal degradation, the minister in charge of
mining said, a move that could put future
supply from the world’s top exporter at
risk and lift nickel prices.
. Nickel on the London Metal Exchange
recovered nearly 1 percent from Friday's
lows on the potential for supply disruption
after the minister's comments.

The Southeast Asian nation has already halt-
ed 10 of its 41 mines in a campaign backed
by President Rodrigo Duterte. against what
the government says is irresponsible mining,
Twenty more are facing possible suspension
and the agency in charge of the review may
issue a ruling next week.

“There will definitely be suspensions, but
we have to go over the list,” Environment
and Natural Resources Secretary Regina
Lopez told Reuters by phone on Friday.

Lopez said the list will be finalized “very
soon, next week at the latest.” _

- Fourteen of the 20 mines facing sus-
pension are nickel producers, and along
with the eight of 10 already halted, they
accounted for more than half of the Philip-
pines’ nickel ore output last year. Nearly all
of the output is shipped to China, where
shxpments of mckel ore and concentrate

from-the Philippines have dropped 12.5
percent over January-October.
. ‘The clampdown began shortly after Du-
terte assumed office on June 30. He had
warned miners to strictly follow tighter
rules or shut down, saying the country
could survive without a mining industry. (
Mahnila’s crackdown drove nickel to
a then one-year high of $11,030 a ton
in August, Last month the metal bneﬂy
pierced $12,000 a tonne for the first time
since July 2015 in a broad based rally in

industrial metals.

Nickel was down 0.3 percent at $1 1 ,175

2 ton, but was off the session’s low of"

$11,080. Analysts say it could top $12,000
again if the Philippines suspcnds more
mines.

. “The Philippine ruling on those mines is
really the only impetus to get it there,” said
Daniel Hynes, commeodity strategist at ANZ.

“Further suspensions would see an ac-
celération in the drawdown in inventories”
of nickel from London Metal Exchange
warchouses, he said. '

The environment agency has pored over
responses from the 20 mines facing sus-
pension after they were given show cause
letters in October, said Lopez, a passionate
environmentalist, .
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ﬁ;a 200402010, i
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An -graft probers said: that;
whenl3 ‘J adowaselected mayor
m2010} allowed the disposal

of hogj waste to contmue'
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A proposed Executwe Order
- (EQ).submitted by the Depart-

expected to chop off ‘overlaps’
Cin pro;ect approvals that have
been dlstressmg mvestors and

Cabinet this: week,” Energy

. Secretary Alfonsh G Cu51 has
o noted . ,‘1-. o

There are vanous pmwsmns

- m the EOQ tacklmg concerns on

" pro_]ect permitting and, approv-

p. als, but he emphasized that one

Aocal pomt is resolvmg the over-

-‘ment of Energy (DOE) to the -
Office of the President (OP) js

‘need to. .80, through two more

t
\

EO {0 remove permlt ;
overlaps in coal plants

Law we cited that in the! EO
S0 we can. address these oon-;
cerns,” he said.: ‘

;. , Prior to the entry of the ;Dm
terte adnumstratlon the DENR
issued amemorandum stlpulat-
ing thatcoal plant projects rnust‘

layers of approvajs that of |the

Igmtlng capital flow uncertam- Chmate Change Commlssmm
- ties. primarilyifor coal fired (CCC) and the Office of Senator.'
_power projects.fi Loren Legarda. |
“We havé Submitted the * .;Thememorandum is stlllm;
proposed EO toMalacanang. .. effect; hence itis turning ouf‘. toi
- will have to present thatto the beatroubling precept for exllst-

mg ‘and- prospectlve investors. :

Legarda made the poliacyi
request to the’ env1ronment
deparlment, anchormg iton the
world’s d1rect10n over climate;
change mJtlgatlon efforts - and
leaning .also on.the country s
commitment. toward carbon:

= laps on the functions of DOE footprints reduction’ ;t v
"and the Deparhnent ofEnwron— Bt investors are already”

- ment and Natural Resources complammg of the stretched

" {DENR) on coal projects and ardious project approva]s
" “Weshallbé the 2 agency that th tat tlmes could become the
wﬂl take the lead Because that deal lnller in propdsed mvest—

1s already prowded in the DOE

N
\

ments i |7
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' ANILA Mayor Ioseph E]erc1to
Estrada over the weekend_
_announced that he had signed

an agreement with the Philippine
Retlamation Authority (PRA) forming -

a constructlon consortium to develop
the P7.4-billion expansion of the Manlla
Harbour Centre in the Tondo area. '

E.strada sald the memorandurn _
of unde;standmg (MOU) of-
ﬁcrally sealed the partnership of
the city government, PRA, and.
Romero-led R-Il Builders Inc. for
‘the multibillion-peso exparision’
“of the ‘?P-hectare port facility.
. -"This MOU 18 slgnlﬁcant be-;

- ment,projects in our city, with the

causeit’s the start of rnore develop-

full support of. Premdent Duterte,

_the mayor said. .

“This means more ]obs, eco-

nomic opportunmes, and bil-
" lions of revenues not only for the :
Manilefios and the, city of Manila .

but also fo lthe enme country,
‘he added.
PRA chalrrpanA]berto Agrasaid

sthie agreement ‘was the first MOU

signed by the PRA, a government-
owned and- gntrolled corporation
that overseeI reclamation develop-
ment in the hlhppmes, under the
Duterte adrmmstratlon
t “Clearly, thisis a priority of Presi-

- dent Dutert -—to bring progress, cre-
' ate mote comunities, ease traffic,
 reduce poverty His general order to

- everyone in: the government. is to

‘fast-track dlevelopment s0 we can

"+ build fast while cornplymg with all

k 'the requrrey]'nems, " Agra said.

. To those, who.have generally
opposed reclamatlon projects in
the past, he' 'said, “there will be no
shortcut” i g secunng the necessary

govemment permitsand clearances

' beforelmplemenungﬂreirpro;ects

"We will never sacrifice when.

it comes o environment. That's

why we need to secure an envi-

ronmental compliance certificate

(ECC) from the Department of En-

vironment and-Natural Resources
- (DENR),” said the PRA chief.

... Reghis Romero 1], .chairman of.
Rl Bu1lders, recalled. that in his .

' Chief;: Executive favored the im-
mediate implementation of the
Manila Harbour Centre project.

. R IL Builders expects to secure all
pertmts, particularly the ECC from
the DENR, and the ﬁnal approval

Notlce to Proceed;” said Romero.

_ “The P7.4- billion: project will re-
claim 50 more hectares of Mariila
' Bay tb expand the reclaimed land

 area of the existing 79-hectare Ma-

nila North Harbour Centre, whrch,

ineludes the country’s biggest port

for bulk and break-bulk-cargoes. ":
operated by Harbour CentIe Port_
. Terminal Inc.
,recent meeting with Duterte, the -~

“Tn August, the c.fy councll rauﬁed
the joint ventuire agreernent the city

govetnment entered into with Rl .

Builders for the port éxpansion.

: ‘Under the joint venture, Manila
will receivea 15-hectare portion of the
redalmed area, whichthe cltygovem

PR UL SR DR,

“Centre at|
standards ‘R

* With the expansmn, the Harbour
:Centre m&l ‘e able to hdndle larger
vessels, Ie ucmgcosts and speeding:
‘the process of cargo handling.
* Theincrease in Mariila Harbour,
Centre’s capacrtywlll allowittoacs
commodate 14.t0 16 large vessels
ata tlme and more than double
tits current yearly cargo volume of
6 rmlllon1 metric tons.-

The pr|01ect will also deepen
the draft'of the port’s berth to
four meiers, allowing it to ac-
i comrnodate the port calls of large
mtematronal vessels.

#4fich awarothindinmlace we'll hP

par with 1nternanonal
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0 ANBERRA Austraha—
' Wanmng océans ‘this year

. Fiave caused the largest die-

off of-corals ever recorded on Aus-
traha s GreatBarner Reef, SCIEntlStS
saidon Tuesday, ' **
.'The worst-affected’ area is
a'700: kllometer ‘swath 1n the
north of the Woild” Hentage-
hsted 2,300-km chain of ‘reefs
off Austrahas northeast ¢oast,
the Australian Research- Council
CentreofExcellenceforCoralReef
Studles said, ok

The*center based ‘at.-James

Cook Un1vers:ty i ‘Queetisland
state, found during dive surveys
in October and November that
the swath'north of Port Dl ‘ﬁglas
had 1ot an’ average of 671 percent
of § its shallow-watef corals in the
past niine’ honths! M
Farther south, over the'vast cen-
tralandsouthernre giohs thatcover

rnost ‘of the reef, sc1entlats‘found a

" much lower death toll,
y Thé¢entral regionlost 6 p percent :

. of bleached coral and the southern
région 1 percent, " -
“The ‘imortality we've measured
along the Iéngth of the Great Bar-
rier Reefis incredibly patchy," the

_ Center's dlrector Terry Hughes,

B ey FOTETS

RN mm

N Bpal Fi ﬁl'="“."

told reporters i There s ver i_severe

damage in. the northern sectio on. of e

t_he reef .ﬁ?
"4 he good news is that Jouth of

Port Douglas, including thl" major .’

touristareasaround Cairns: al ind the
Whltsundays [WhltsundayIslands] A

ha’vehadrelatwelylowlevelsc;)fmor- .

tahty," he ddded. l\

"The' gbvernments of ustra-,

ha ‘and Queensland will pdate
the Ukited Nations Educa ional,

Sc1entif1cl and Cultural Orgam-

zation (Unesco) World Hentage :

Center this wéek'on progrbss be- i

1hgmade toprotectandi }prove

the'reef, including their re ponse '

to coral bleachmg [

Prov1d1ng a status updateJ o the '

World Her:tage Committee was
requ1red as part of its decigion i in

June Tast year not to list the L’reef as -

1

“in danger.”
" Pedéral’ Mmlster for thel‘Enw-
ronment and Energy Josh Fryden—
berg said oh 'I‘uesday thereef'dcoral
cover had increased by 19 percent
in recent years before it sufferecf a
“significant bleachmg event” this
year, causedby theElNifio weather
effect ahd Climate change i
FWhat thit shows is that the

Great Barrier Reef isvery resllhent

i) T

TR o

and qulte strohg, Frydenberg s of—
fice'said in'a stk tement. “The gov-

ernmentplans ospendA$2b1111on
PEN E M ASY waki i D T A

T ongoing d1alogue mth !

Unesco. Australia has said theout:

standing universal valu_e_s ‘of reef

stantmllyworse than the prevmus |
worst-ever event in 1998.
The propdrtlon of reefs that .
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ATV AGAYAN|DE .QRO-CITY-A-

~ Internatignal River Sunjmit
(IRS) held here 13st wetekenid have
_resolved to achidve the common
- gdals set for theirlfespective rivers
* and watersheds, cluding that of
the' United Nati ns's Sustainable

‘ ‘ls.-t'.-'. N E

thématic, statenients and rect
omiendations generated from
the summit and building upon
the ott¢omes of the previous
IRS held in Tloilb City in 2012
‘and 10 Marikiria City 142014,

as well as other|watér-related

initiatives-and eyents, -
The third IRS was hosted by

theLeague of Citi s of the Philip- .
pines, the Cagay. de OroRiver-
Basin Manageme 1t Council, Ca-- .

gayan de Oro Cit and the De-
partment of Environment and

i

intl river
agayan de

. Thedelegatés-to-thé third

- o f
‘note' of the-

L]
¥
~N
- el

™
)
‘-

1'
P o et e
Natural Resources. Cagayan ‘de
Oro"Cit§ Mayor Oscar-Marelio, _
whodelivered the IRS%ttordiin
behalf ‘of-all the parti_c;iRa\nj;_é'-m;@
other stakeholders, outlimed the
summit’s requisite: healthy wa-
t"ér's‘he_t':ls"’ﬁo ensure sustainable
supply of clean water, support'the |
economies of communities down-
stream dfid within its onfines,
and natirally capture, fﬂfer,"éfbri?
and reledse water that notirishes
thé quality of life and other eco-
systeins to include riparidn habi-
tats, wetlands, estuaries, corals -
and marigfoves. R
-1t was ‘recognized that ‘Watér
is essential for broad'bséd 4g:
ricalturdl production and- raral
development in order to improve
food seciitity and eradicate poges =
erty, but we are also concerned-~
wit thex} A“_‘c‘reasing pr‘e-‘sgiiﬁg\?‘qn 3
the' I'ir_r}rate'& freshwater ;gsbﬁrcq\s‘,
and the highly fragile upland en-
vironmentfs across the SloBa-that
are alreddy affected by'a diverse

N SR

LETRVETTY

-

umiit held
:

A
|

powering
. units and ¢6mmitnities to be at the

array of aFéi-_’ii;ﬁYtﬁrél and land use
practicegt " ’II ’
" Theacdordis committed to con-
-¢entr_a_te 'gfﬁg{;tg'gj)l(;ZQmpaF defor- -
‘estation, g'éﬁer-tifi;ation and land
degradation through programs
that promiote ‘massive greening,
adoption|’of sustainable forest.
manageméfit practices, immedi-
ate restodition of dégraded lands

. and wetl inds, and conservation

Tsity, -

of biodivd

-"* The deﬂ;é'géjt_éé strongly urged

the interri'at-i&ha'l”community to
. (1P IPREA .

support regional organizations to

take primgry responsibilityin em-

Eheir local government

forefront iﬁfbuildiﬁg theresiliency
and integrity &f their watersheds
t& ensure the uninterrupted pro-
vision of a ‘wide range of services,

. : Iy o A
which peo “e’;”cognpames and so-
. cleties relylupon for raw-material
. inputs, production processes and

climate stqbility. _
“We are|confident that when

—_ . B P

| countability, witha strongérfociis
: 'oﬂenl-i$t§ngtheparticipei*::fﬁﬁbfal'l-
stakeholdersand engagin'é'uial'énd
and ihdigenous tribal commiinit
: ties, through' communit§-based
rdpproachiés that put pre Hium s
inclusivity :and ‘equity iql‘[";]j?,g'enef'i}‘:
ish’ar_i?ng; and encouraged’ irgent -
c : ‘ ‘and ststained actions to the réc-
f countless vital ecological ser- ommendations generate ‘luﬁder‘
yices,” the'accord said. ST ‘the thematic sessions coftducted
The_':aiccdr'd added that the [RS ‘durine tha summis [ .

a1 %

society iinderstands and"tak‘féé?&e—

+ 1sponsibility on taking t;aféf):ftl}é';r
: ‘fuﬁl‘f}hﬁi't:e::béfréfé}ns itisable 65'11’157 5
i rbikize; broag glliances; ofspeople, |
- [governments; civil societies. and i
fthe private sector, all working to- |

‘ gethe:r to secure the watershed as

protectdrof’life and'a provitler




