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Neda report shows ‘negligible’
contribution of mining to GDP

By Cal U, ORDINARIO ¥ @cuo_lin

INING and quarrying

contributed less than a

percent of the country’s
GDP between 2000 and 2015,
according to the National Economic
and Development Authority (Neda).

Based on the Mineral Asset Ac-
counts of the Philippines, Sociceco-
nomicPlanningSecretary ErnestoM.
Pernia said the mining sector only
contributed 0.7 percent of GDP and
5.5 percent of total exports.

Pernia added the sector has only
been able to generate an average
of 236,400 jobs annually between
2011 and 2015.

“Considering its small contri-
bution to the economy and the
contentious debate on mining and
its links with issues on land-use,
environment and social accept-

0./%

The total contribution of
mining sector to GDP from
period covering 2000 to 2015

ability, the question for us is: How
can we harness the full potential
of the country’s mineral resources

to contribute to economic growth,
generate employment and reduce
poverty,” Pernia said.

-One of the ways tomaximize the
sector, headded; willbegin withthe
release of the Philippines Wealth
Accounting and Valuation of Eco-
system Services (Phil-WAVES) data
next year.

Phil-WAVES, which began in
2013, aims to create macroeco-
nomic indicatars and develop the
national accounts and ecosystem
accounts. This will assist i evi-
dence-based decision-making.

Pernia said this will help de-
velop sound and effective poli-
cies, dspecially in the environ-
mental sector. ‘

“Theproliferation ofillegalsmall-
scale mining activities that adopt
destructive mining practices and
standards, the limited number of
processing plants to create added
value to our mineral products, and
thelackofan efficientrevenuecollec-
tionand distribution that willensure
theequitableand timelydistribution
of the mining income to legitimate
beneficiaries,” he said.

Earlier, Filipino taxpayers ex-
tended a total of P39.74 billion
worth of tax perks to businesses in
2013, according to the Philippine
Statistics Authority (FSA).

_Based on the preliminary re-
sults of the PSA’s 2013 Annual
Survey of Philippine Business
and Industry, this was 2 5.8-per-

- cent decline, from P42.19 billion

in 2010. : :

The highest subsidy was ex-
tended to electricity, gas, steam
and air-conditioning supply firms
at P9.16 billion, or 23 percent of
the total.

This was followed by profession-
al, scientificand technicalactivities,
which received the second-biggest
amount of subsidy of 21.3 percent,
or P8.45 billion of the total.

Subsidies provided to financial
and insurance activities and agri-
culture, forestry and fishing were
16 percent to P6.38 billion and 15.8
percentto P6.29 billion, respectively.

The subsidies extended to agri-

. cultureposted thelargestincrease

of P5.68 billion, from P619.3 mil-
lion in 2010. . ' :
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: A mining firm plans to invest. “of
i $250 million ,{equivalent to.
“ about P12.5 billion at the current .
.. exchange rate) to pitt upa steel-"‘ .
- manufacturing project in Leyte, -
‘ «.. a move that will enable the.
' Phlhppmes to inch closer to its
;* goal of becoming an ‘emerging:

- : i industrialized nation.

" Charito. B. Plaza, . director
general of the Philippine Eco-

! > nomic: Zone Authontyv (Peza},,
“»disclosed that Phcua Corp. .
G ey o

> ,@roduc
eal, steel 1o;

alxzed nﬂttlons

The‘prOJect, it added xwould "

be: ma]onty owned' anﬁtﬁ:l fnan-

aged by-Filipinos and pnowde a.
major boost to the econormcally ;

_depressed region of the Eastern

Visayas and have a significant

“ flow on effect to the rest of the
" country.

b ..

_national foreign exchange sav-

»

e emergmg ‘m ustrl-

-abuﬁ“dant geotherm

S,
ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁ& to produce from at.

tdfom' mining, sxtes u}zyLeyte a

£ 6.4 mllllon metnc"tons .

week theu proposed steel mdus- :
try that they'll put up in Leyte
because they have: the abun-
’ dance |n iron there. ‘M "onty of
,the raw materials ' needed .in
-‘.‘-manufactu_rmg steel:is.u‘on, sthen--..
chromite and nickel, which is al-

LA —

Miner 'investlng $250M

‘fL Once We develop the steel .

s
mdustry, it prop:_el ‘ol econ-
omy and of course mdustnahza—
tlon becauser stee) is needed in

"'e'd‘ to Plaza, Nicua’s planned
steel projec \15 expected to em-

. ploy 4,000. orkers and inject

‘more than Es billion dnnually

mto the economy at full opera-

tlons :
~In its pr01ect bnef Nicua

_noted that the country would, -

%n - the $3 billio worth of steel be-

wou’iﬁ beneﬁt from t:)h|r
ablhtyfépf nearby - cﬁééﬁ and

‘orein the vicinity. Also the pro-
ject was expected to generate
substantial secondary indus-
tries, the brief stated.

posed project would help of_feet

¢ ing’ imported
ity yearly.

by the . country

“Peza is going to ‘assist (the

group becaulse steel is a basic

- (raw material). (Such a pro;ect)
" is one of the|priorities of Peza,”

she said. H,
Nicua has been producxng

magnetite, Illhlch is' used for
iron producI ion, from its sites
in MacArthlur and- Jawer in

Being:self. sufﬁment 4n steel, ry%v.According to Plazaythe pro:#, «Leyte since 2010%Its producnon

1s exported to Chma INQ

5 company).all the way. We will -
¢ put up a technical working
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Cmp has pmposed to put up a $25 0-mil
iron-ore processing facility i I_eyte to help
develop the Pthpplne steel mdustry B

The mmmg Airm’s: declsmn government o

. came at a time when thé Phil- - Nicuai :a recent-meefing with.

ippines’hnd. China’s economic th¢: Philippine Econoriic . Zone *:

ties started warming up ‘with a Authority-3tressed the betiefits’ of -

whole package of investments Laving a strong stecl mdusﬁy
ahd financial assistance’ prom- peelally ifi‘the “depressed-fe ofi - 5

ised by Chma to the Phlhppme of Eastem Wsayas?’ RULAT mnll:on T ofl steel anc_l 27,000

Peza dlrectorlg e
Pliza, |

. panyﬁ"ﬁt ina presentatl
: ,f‘fé’Ghmese company §aid?
y d .. |

icua said the i stee]. company

5 would:be majonty Flhpmo-owned

y . with the minority shares held by
y “the Chinese busﬁessmen

Nlcua mines rlnagnetlte sand or

magnetlte iron ore crystals from

“The’ Env1ronment Department
., suspended its IJmmng license "in
.* 2012 ‘after two fish kill incidents
L} nearby Lake 1to were traced

Ablack sand or magnetite. sand.
- miner, Nicua pf oposed fo utilize
6.4 million metric toris of its min--
1 ing: output in ébu to'produce 3
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Coal p‘lonts under t1g g t EN 3

ILOILO CITY The Department of
Environment and Natural Resodurces
(DENR) stressed it will regularly
check on the two compames operating

L

coal ﬁred power plants in Panay for
envn'onmental compliance, -

’ “There awill be stnctemomtormg »
DENR Western Visayas Regional -

Director Jim Sampula told Manila
Bu]letm -

' town Ilm

watch

Last l\govember 28, President Ro-
dmgo Duterte led the ceremonial
mauguratlon at Malacanang for the

-1135- megawatt plant’of Panay Concep-

cion Power Corp (PCPC) in Concepmn
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dumps1tes in

Cavite by 2017>

Ly j
Tk
Lo

. TRECEMARTIRES CITY, Cavite-The -
provincial government of Cavite 'warned
thatiocal government units (LGUs)-will be .
sanctioned if open dumpsites are fiot shut -

down by next year:

Engr. Rolinio P Pozas, Provineial -
Government-Environment and Natural
Resources ‘Office' (PG-ENRO) head, said

that administrative charges, among others,

await officials of LGUs for non-compliance

with the solid waste management law.

The existence of dumpsites in Cavite
province has been a ticklish is‘sug for -

years, " - . *

Cavite does not have ité own Iand_ﬁl_i ‘
area. Pozas said that the proyinee relies
on the landfill areas of neighboring Laguna !

province:’ |

Opeén dumpsites are iliegal under the .
law, Dﬂmpsit’e‘s are under the watch of the :

LGUs.: + i

The Department of the Interior a'n‘d,‘

Local ‘Government (DILG), Department

of Environmeit and Natural Resources -
. (DENR), along with the Ombudsman and'
Cominiission' oh Audit (COA);-are taking -

actions against non-complying LGUs.

Pozas'said that the concerned LGUs "
have:at ledst:30 days to comply with the -
provisions of RA 9003 and their own submit-’

ted solid waste managemerit plan;

“We see that by January 2017, there will -

be nomore open dumpsites with the actions

being taken by all concerned;” Pozas said, :
Cavite is the country’s most:populous -
- provintce with over four million residents. -':

UPPER QALY

v

IEWER AT

AND INITIATIVES S¥ HVICE

" o bk o e



The 1

Vi
DATE UPPER HALF
PAGE LOWER HALF

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE

"I'HE Pamg Rwer should be cons1d
ered a nauonal cultural hentage, :
as well as an’ nnportant watelﬁ'ont
development With a hlghly efﬁuent
water transit syster: Since the T6th. -
_ century, the Pasig and its tributaries,
were the site of the settlernefits of.
those Filipinos of the Tagalog cu_ltme e
(Taga-ilog). Italsofacnhtatedthedlrect h
trade between:the Tagalogs 2 and'the .
I-(apampaangansmPampanga (Pam-
pang, meaning bythe riverbanks}. .

In his book; Barangay: Sxxteenth' a8 ‘adth
Century Philippine Culturé and - toxicwastes.
SocietyWilliam Henry Scott wrote Killingmati
that the ancierit Filipinos traveled by
boat not on wheels eser

. The river network systems ’nd ‘museums and galleri :Today, itisa
 tributaries of the Pasig River are vas "'graveremmder of the years/of abuse
and expansivé. Through the'Pasig-.. ofan environmerit
River, one cad travel from Laguna I the ‘past few
Lake all the way oult to Manila, Bay RwerRehabﬂnanon' mrmsslon has
and even reach the mnerrnost‘ fiés .’ mienslﬁed its drive ¢ clédin. up the
in the Pampanga River delta out m '
the Candaba wetlands, %

In other ities of the world sudh ™
as Dubai and the rest of the United -
Arab Emirates, wateifronts are valued
so highly that they are consldered
prime real estate. Water u-anspon in .
such cities as’ Smgapore, New York .,
and Venice dre an important: mode
of transportation., - - ¥

In 1905, Daniel Burmnham a‘eated
the City Beautiful plan for Mamla, in-
which he pnontlzed the pedestnan
over the horge-drawn camage, and

_the utilization of the waterways
p]ancalledfor}regainmgthel
use of the rivers and. esteros
nila, Bumharm saw Venice; Pari
Naples in the Pasig River, B
Canal, Maniila Bay, and the ot.h

generally, the revival’ of,th n_ver has
_proven 10 be challengmg because of
" biological issues, and constanthuman
~abuse-of the river. Thase whé live in
.. themiany informal settlements by the
nVer,fand because/of: afgenml lack of
sewerage mfrastrucuture, .continu-
;ally ﬂump polluted or contammated
watermthe Pamg, : .

Issues on mfo

' 'I‘her convenuonal way of solving

. be lised: to:make the constriicti *r}

In 19‘97 PalafoxAssoqates createda
- tehabllnauon masterplanforthe[’asng
1 RrverasaconsultanttothePas_rng&
ing'., Rehabilitation Commission (PRRC). -|
) _'réhabllltauon of the Pasig River
. A.pmervesoundenmyas apeoplear id .
!, asanation. Thevisionisto transk .
i - ‘a"back-of the-house” garbaged mp
: 4 *front door” of developi entby |
easing tourism, alleviating poverty; -
| pt difxganaltematlvetransportanon
: _?z'ys‘t'éhlwhﬂe preserving the CUNtEY’s,
£ .' ‘natural fesources. ‘ :

3 . “'To.achieve this vision, Palafox
dumpe :‘theu chermcal wastes a d" 'soaatmpreparedamasterplanm 3
:awsewageonto therivers. Japan d'; tluee fold approach and objec
Smgapore successﬁlllylmplement d .‘,‘mtegxate and update the sectq
the: relocatlon of thes'e plants ! velopment plans of govemmen
, non-govemmentagenues, 2) 1dent1fy i

t 'loeatmg is not a simp V'renewal areas for nvei‘bank ;
o' local government unifs - 'aréas.on both sides of the river;. and |
can'set  deadlinie for the relocating -:'3)‘address the matter of énviron- ;
of the plants, 6r'they can allow th . ment protection areas, 1nduslve of a,
plantstostaybutaeatesmaerzonmg : 10-meter setback. Y !
regulanons The sewage water from _The study area along the Paslg i
these plants should be treated before . - River is a 138-hectare span from the“l
renmmgattothenver L Guadalupe Bridge to the Makatl- :
" - Maridaluyong Bridge. Termmals that y

Raw sewage in Pasig  integratedifferent modes oftransport
Rlver g e_ : . such as bicycles, buses and: trains.
R ‘will be strategicallylocated in major!.
" cenffers near the river. Industrial and |
rnanufactunng plants frontmg the -
i .mthexpmngleasetermsmllbe
qpverted into mixed-use develop-
it ent as ‘offices and residential 3 4
rinneraal sites. Parks, greensw;g‘(
pen spaces w1ll create a “brea 2

i
H
1
1
N
4
!
}

s

h,,__
:wgqéfﬁ =

wazﬁf

T dinl

issue of sewage pipes du'ectly leadi
mto the Pasig Riveris to openup tl
roads and fix e 'Sewage networ
Prefabncated

?&,ﬁs

?ﬁ

il
eslabs can also;

) . Rl
fasta;-smoe_rq eonstrucnons in e, "

Phﬂ1ppmestake 'verylongume’lo
complete_Anoth _;ecommendauo"n wallcs

, Z\i‘:;; Wmmmels y&rumeﬁam B
ties of Mam oL hoddhavebeenpulsaungwnh o
% llcll.»f v e

{vatei:ltreatmentplan%} pait ¢ of‘the present and a ﬁ:hxre %

L. TikE vt
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THE Quezon City government hils
approved the developient of an

lntegrated waste-to-giiergy facllity asa

- bild'step to address thetity’s garbage
‘ . problem, acr.ordmg tothe ofﬁce of
Mayor Herbert Bautista.
» The go-signal came: after the
' 38 member City Counil gave ‘Bautista
the athority to forge a Jornt venture

Mayor earher descdbed as. vital in the

. dty's effort to averta p ssrb]e erisis in
waste management with theimpend-
".ing closure of the Iandfll faclhty in
Payatas in three years.” % -

..Asprovided under & resolutron

approved Dbythe Crty Coundil, the city
govetnment shalf ensurethat the proj-
" ect configuration ofthe proposed WIE
fatrhty is complrant with the requrred
faws: andregulatlo iluding but not
Ilmrted tothe Ecologic“al Solid Waste

 Management Act of 2000; Clean Air Act;
“Toxic Siibstances ay T Hazardous and
Nudlear Wastes A& enewable Energy

" et of 2008; and;g" neg;govern—

ing the. establrshmen beration
‘of waiste-to- energy techno ( gles for

! munlclpal solid wastes L

| f edby thie committee and as on? of the

. rs ex ctmg to generate 30 to 35[’

: "multl-purpose Halts, he added.

'.:_‘agementH

*. Bautista-has already convened;the’

? fcrtys Puiblic Private Partnershlp (PPP)
1§ Commrttee, which has oeen a
: tg oversee the pre-selecti piand
! selection of private sector propor%nts ;
forPPP projects, wrth solid waste, o
management as one of the areas jdenti- °

projectsthatwrllbe pursued by Ee crty :
" through PR i :

- fplans do not miscarry, the N’ayor

said the city government expectsto. -~
“eam. additional revenue as the e ettrrc- ‘
ity generated from the soon to be! il
deve1oped waste-to-energy facrhty can
-be sold to efectric companies. [;* »

Bautista.said the city govern ] Eent
]
megawatts of powerfrom the ¢i y‘o new

i
1

energy source,” i i
Sawngs that can be derived fr
.the sale of poweror electricity il be
ised by the city'government to fuind -
A ronstruction of additional school

" buildings, health centers, hospital s and

x\ .
- Bautista also expects a reduct :m :
;rn the electrical consumption of gty -

fgovernment—owned facilities an

aTsrn
e

|

: .-propertles with the development of the .

crtysnewenergysource ‘-- :
‘ ‘_The (ity government currentlyspends :
jion: nuailyforsohd waste man— 7
hich inclides hauling sérvices,
‘ 'reandmarntenanc'eiofthe
i ) ddrsposal facrhtﬁ speclal o
oper troq;i;n toxrdhazardous aste

coII |on,\t_reatmentandd|sposal

] oooro
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OF alI the cmes in Metro Marula,
_'Quezon Crty made’ the b;ggest cut
in cutting expenses’ for garbage
coliection: and hauhng last year
- from P1.014 billion j in 2014 to
P768:3‘million in 2015, "+t
* - Based on the audit) report ofthe
Commission on Audrt (COA), the
* city cut'jts expenses on trash col
'lectlon by 24,2 percent :

-‘_P994 590,354 in 2013, .
- Quiezon City was a recrplent of
the Seal of Good Housekeepmg
- in- recogmtxon of itstsolid ‘waste
“management practices. In; 2014 it
- Wor th‘e Nanonal Emnronmental

roots approaches through the

Envrronmental Protection and:

Waste Management Deépartment

{EPWMD) It 1ntroduced the city ||

hall wasteé segregatron )program,.
materials recovery facility and held
solid ° waste management summit
for officers of. bafangay: (villages)
and Homedwners Associations,
Barangay Recyclable'[kadmg andan
ordinance'ori plastic bag reducuon
San “Juan, City” reduced its ex-
penses for env1ronment/san1tary
services from P72.3- mllllon in
2014 to P65.6 million iri 2015.

It is followéd-by-Malabon City |

whlch spent on ly 1"100 8 miilion

pared to’ P104. l”mllllon in 2014,

and Mandaluyong Clty which |
. : "ll
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By Tonette Orejas
' n@ttorelasINQ - i

-LUBAOQ, PAM PANGA—About.
21,800 students at the San Pablo;

JT1. National High School heré
‘have pooled together 9,000
“PET (polyethylene. terephtha—
date) bottles filled w1th shred-
ded plastic wrappers, . 17"
{ “Eco-bricks” are how they
zall now the bottles that used
to contain 250 to 500.ml of wa-

-ter, soda of: juices. They have -
dalso stockprled hundreds of 1.5

diter bottles; "+ - 4
i After collecting the bottle
for three weeks they aré o)
embark on what may poss:
be a feat or.a model for Pam

panga provmce and the rest of :

M

the country »
“They’re building a ‘bottle

‘:school " said Olivia Iclqan the

séhool principal ' whose ' stu-
. dents- come from 15, vrllages
here. * 7

The structure is patterned
. after; the . Guatemalan -model
(HugltForward) bottle schools,
iaccording to lawyer “Vivian
Dabu, executive: dlrector of Ka-
pampangan Manalakaran Inc.

ganlzanon S
‘Dabusaid the eco—brrcks are
_mge to. be arranged and sand-
= o fill

A ‘e“bottom of 1, 5-hter|bot—
es are to be cut and placed up-
‘su'le down on wet cement as

s

(Kamai), a nongovernment or-

PAMPAEASIII]ENTS suu: ”aurrrr

floor t11es The body of the bot-
tles wrll be. cut in half to serve
as rooftrles S
The,structure ‘which is be- |
ing burlt on a 20- squa:e meter f;
lot iri the 2-hectare campus, is !
named the Center of Creativity. ||

“We: plan_ to.exhibit- our art),

works or. other ‘talents here,”
said Blestle Jaytie Lampa, pres- i
1dent of the  Supreme student
govemment o

~ Construgtion period, which;,

tal days, will start to-
day. ;Thls ‘work-in- -progress is|;
done “bayanihan”-style. Each
studerit;is-contributing 15 min-
utes oﬁ dbot-to the. construction|f
and ! will - take turns. helplng
mamtamthe place, Lampa said.

Thevﬂlage councd has con-

sc“uut o
i !

E tnbuted sand. Aside from pro-
! 'viding'a mason and a laborer, .
Kama1 ‘showed films produced

by ‘Conservation International. :
./and. organized forums on. cli-
‘mats ‘change and solid waste
. management. !

: - Icban said the coltection of
PET bottles and plastic wrap-
‘pers hias.reduced the school’s

H garbage to less than three sacks
' weekly., Dried leaves are no
‘longer brought to the town -
i . dumpsite but are used to; fen' "
J'rich gardens

;' . PET bottles are reused as -
i) receptacles for growing.veg- =
' etablés or made into househol
1temslllke chandellers, broo'

-J; tams lNQ
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By, Marlcar cineo SIY
@mancarcmcoINQ

T

Plastu: bottles, used cardboard
- and scrap from local Junk shops
end up as Chnstmasetrees put
on display in ‘every., fown gov-

- ernment compound: in Rlzal'

province. . : . g

; irdn Tanay town, | for instance,

|- a7:6-meter (25¢foot) ,hlgh tree
made from recyclable mmaterials
collected and, donated by more

“than 100 res1dents was lit last

. week; sald Carlos Inofre Jr., the
townjs envn'onment OffICEI‘

' 'Truckloads of trash were
“broughtin. It took us over a month
to finish the tree,” Inofre said.

Gov. Rebecca Yiares had re-
quired Rizal's 13 towns and one
-city to put up.a Christmas tree
made from recycted materials.

She said local gqvernments
have been undertakmg the pro-

i ¢ et sinice 2013, b o’?ﬂy govern-

CEIVAEYL 7

i “Now even school children
i mthﬂtexrparents ‘ind [local pris-
oners] helped make the decors.
¢ Evén the mayors | themselves su-
pervised [the: acuwty] Yhiares

.Saidina telephone interview.
The activity was part of a
~"provincial government environ-
.+ maental project, ] lgunched in 2012,

IN HIZAL GHHISTMAS THEES
3 \ HISE FH[IM SGHAP

 town. lit-up their, trees. Yija

yeesiiwere taking i

Iswasted) > Inofre said. 1

TEE

mg away school supphes soil fe
tilizers .and: detergent to hois
holds that segregate their wasf it

" “We're glad ;ithat pep]
seemn 16 have “internalized ; _
projects already when theyy:
unteered. to .- help make ‘
.Christmas m'ee," he said. ’
il

.y!-'..'-tt I
i

t Garbage truck SRR
Antlpolo Ctty and Caint

had . scheduled hghtlng cer

. The local government
the best looking Christmas tree, -
Yiiares, said, would be g1v|en a’
fitting pnze—garbage trucks
, Inofre said the- campalgn on
proper - waste disposal " has’
translated to savings for the °
Tanay government. '

, He sald the town spend ‘only 5
: b

festtvals next:year and ﬁﬁ
‘lowng Clilrstmas seaso
Ténay, walang sayang (ng

. thatmcludedforestrehabmtanon L

; -.ahd sohcl waste management.

1 \.

i - History ;

Inofre said Tapay's Christ- ﬁ

. mas tree comes:with a twist.

"We 1ncorporated Tanay s -
history since'the 15005. Like pic- «
. tures of the towrvs first church
or how the 'old mun1c1pal build- :

ing looked like," he said.

: - He said they wanted the tree
. { to become not only the town's :
.central holiday attraction, buta
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Dute rte th reei_te-n-Séc'I;ima'te
pact withdrawal

By GIOVANNI NILLES

President Duterte" warned

down carbon emissions|to a

aneéw that he would withdraw  minimum. ‘ g
 from the global climate change @ Heexpressed doubt thatthe
agreement if funds. totaling pact, signed in Paris, would be

$200 billion are mismanaged.
He reiterated that he would
still allow coal power plants
in'the county because coal
is still the cheapest fuel and,
- with a little help from mod-
ern technology, would be the
safest. :
“My misgivings on climate
change — it was a Cabinet deci-
sion. It was not only me who

you really read... in between
the lines, it said it's a binding
agreement and all members
must agree to it. Binding —you
have to have exact obedience -

" but there are no sanctions for

_ violations,” Duterte said.
. The Chief Executive be-
lieves thatsmall and develop-

- irignations likethe Philippines

should be given énough lee-
way to develop ggonomically
before beirig pressed to bring

‘able to achiéve anything if na- -
‘tions like the US; China and
‘Russia would fail to abide by
.the deal. ' B
' “The US was not a s

gra-

tory to the!Kyoto protorol...
‘they did not sign and [fiow
.they come up with an idiotic
_thing on climate change ; well
‘and good if it's good for the :
: " community,” Duterte said., -
decided, we voted on it. Butif |

The fund, he said, i#‘not'
something to be given away

- whenever a country is hitby a

: calamity like what happened

: ago.

. you suffer. It's a common :
fundyoucan borrow to start

* emission. So; that's theii:;pb -

' to Tacloban City during Super

Typhoon Yolanda three {f{ears

- “You don’t get paid quausé

‘building whatever gadget

oo oE S . LS.
and-everything to promote in..

a minimal thing your carbon

A

o 7

.
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T

lem. Who

----- fathen

" You know how big nations go . .
; aroundinternational treaties,”: <

~headded. ©

ets the deal here?... -

tzy st111 needs coal ; lants to

power its ecoromy; pointing

to the inadequacy of electricity-
_ T ~that on several occasionsled to
' The President said the coun-,

day-long outages. .

: i : -
" “Even with the coal plants,

thé country|produces minimal
carbon emission when com-
pared to that of bigger and

. developed 'r\ations,l he said.
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By HELEN FLORES 7
The country faces above-normal rainfall from La
Nifia, a top official of the Philippine Atmospheric,
Geophysical and Asttonomical Services Adininis-
tration (PAGASA) warned Tuesday.

PAGASA deputy adminis-

trator Flaviana Hilario said
the possible occurrence of a
strong La Nifia or El Nifio
(prolonged dry season) in the

country was due to climate

change. . -

“As of now we are experi-
encing a La Nifia condition,”
she told reporters.

Hilario, who previoisly

headed the Climatology and
Agrometeorology Division of
PAGASA, said although the
country’s current condition
could not be considered full-

rienced later this year of'in

early2017. . &
' Hilario said for the past "
three months, the sea §ur-
face temperature (SST) inithe
Pacific was recorded at ++0.5
degrees Celstus. i

. “For it to be considered a

-Lia Nifia event, the SST in]| the

Nifio.3.4 region must be 40.5
for five consecutive mon&ji;s,"
Hilario said. i+

blown La Nifia, it could also

- bring above-normal rainfall in

the country, especially in the
eastern side. .

She said a full-blown La

+The

sector.

Nifia event might be expe-

vulnerable to. climate perils.

So it's safe to say that almost’

~-all’the irrigation systems.in
i the country must be retrofit- |
~ ted. The upcoming irriga-:
- tion projects should use this.
. manual,” Wilbur Dee of the

DENR’s Project Management

Office said.

Dee also serves as project’

manager of PhilCCAP.

- The six-year project

aims to improve the coun-

try’s agriculture and natural
- résources sectors’ ability to’
" adapt to the effects of climate

change. The project willend

this month.

-eountry had
experienced strong El Nifio -
events in 2014 to 2015,
causing billions of pesos worth
of damage in the

agriculture
W

. An official of the Depart-

~ ment of Environment and

Natural Resources (DENR),
meanwhile, urged local gov-
ernment units to adopt-the
manual on retrofitting of ir-
rigation systems developed

. through the Philippine Cli<

mate Change Adaptation Proj-
ect (PhilCCAP). . U

- PhilCCAP, a $4.97-mil-
lion project funded by the

- World Bank, is managed by
the DENR together with.the

Department of Agriculture,

. PAGASA and the Climate
‘Change Commission. » °

“The whole Philippines is



STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES

01 35 2015

HATE JPPER HALF
PAGE | OWER HALF

SERVICE

*UNITED NATIONS, New'ork: Although US
* President-elect Donald Trump has
“hinted he may be softenmg his. .
' stance on climate change, many; are
“still uncertain of what lies. ahea
-‘concerning climate action within’.
“and beyond the United States..
* Ina meetmg with New !Y‘ ¢
Times on Tuesday, the: newl _
“elected US President Donald
“Trump promised “an open rntnd”
40 climate change, contrary to prig
*statements.in'which he descri
?it as a “hoax" created by Ch _;
-t Despite acknow]edgtng so
“connectivity” Between ma
emissions and climate
 Trump’s controversial eny
mental polrcres 'still appea
remain on the table, spatk
_concerns across the globe
- . Among Trump's environm ,_I,_ltal. : poorest, most vulnerable tintries
- policies is the; withdrawal .of -copewnh its devasta ng effects,”
* US from the Paris climate’ gree-
- ment, the rollback of the ;
'; Power Plan whrch aims to reduce-;' “velopm

programs towards butldtng up
mestic coal, oil'arid gas indust)
On Tuesday, the Presiden
also announced hrs mtent'

climate work as too ”politi'

“The election of Donald”
to the US presidency-has
acute concern in relation to

as agreed. .

[Nattons] .w_ edi’the us

forward,..thete’s a sortof spmt

‘we're in. this together and we'

Director of Strategy and Polic
Alden’ Meyer told IPS that despit
uncertamty in the: US role, thejl
Parig Agreement wrll contmue ory :

T e e e

to}i

“stay m, but if they drdn t, it wasn'-
gomg to stop them from moving, -
of

gt

)

T

I ‘countrles to protect themselv s.

riations agreed to mobilize $10
'btlhon per year by 2020 as part

i ':represenUngapproxrmatelySOp i

from the worst effects of dtmate'

_'-developlng countries, Develop

_the 1mt1at|ve
The U.S. promised $3 bll,lt.

f the total nearly $10 billi
dged: So far, only $500 milli
een approved by Congress

going t0:0; ahead and know thaf, that0

the US.wil ome back in at som
" point,,” Meyer told.IPS,

Butitwill béa tough road ahe

G

T,

a i

:""nted clrmatFl :
n!Ebell whc‘

0
o fill any hole created by that,

ers to step up to the plate and

'so]ated to developtng X
jbut also have major impl;
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The pofntial - pos} of US olimate II/MQ/?W

Wl +rum

Power P]an, which aims to. reduce
carbon- polluuon from power. ¥
plan ‘Qoal burning ls'tlfe‘ I_IS '

! “ountry’s coal plap .
bee phased out as part of A
i . These Tetirement are !
" orie f the 1ain reasons that U'S,
carbo mi jllons have decllned 12

is ay plan Presldent- :
+ elec Trurn vowed to cancel all;

restri __ons,on US energy produc- :
tion; rmcludmg those in the Clean
Power la '

_o bs. However, due

r

to globaljtr ds in the expansmn
of re b _;energy, coal an

-

clima ctlon, isolation from tﬁe
developmg global green economy :
' l’ ck'tl]e US into technolo-‘
1_ll'be mcreasmgly re-
and fossil fuel energy. that.|
will: bz, creasmgly expenswe 1n
' relau )

Iso;plans to green l:ght
truéture projects such -
as the ontroversxal I(eystone XL !

- and Dakota Access plpelmes
The;1;172- m:le long Dakota
ss.Pipe ne-has been metw:th
- wndesprea it
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BY MICAHYVANA M,
VARDELEON

E Departme
of Environment
and “Natural

tesources' (DENR
1as urged | the pub
0 avoid consuming

neat as a way to fight | <7/ ) A4S ‘- e, i
Jimate change during i ° (] ; A [rSakuc WORSRY i |
he celebraﬂon of the “ ctnnsts and the Department o n\uronment and Natural Resources {DENR) tol’c:all for people to adopt a meat- ftee .‘ -
.econdWorldMeatlessA etto, combat dimate change' HDTO BY MEATLESS MONDA\’S oo ‘ , -

_unch (WML) Day i in

Quezon City. !

Livestock is considered one of-.
he most significant’ contnbutors" s
- “emissions by:reducing demand for

Mote than half or5l percent of ; i
meenhouse gases emitted world-A :

o climate change, -

vide are linked to livestoik, said.
Caster Deocaris of Meatless Mo.
lay Philippines.* " ;

.‘hvestock populatton accounts for
32 btllton tons of carbon dtoxtde
annually Reducing meat consump-
tion would likéwise reduce: hatmful

_ hvestock production. .

stock do not stop with the colorless
s'ons from: catLle belch

Data showed that the World en HZEE]

‘ -l-lowever, hazards caused by‘ltve- :

~ltalso d}amswaterresources About

250 gallons of watet. are hieeded for
wheat for 2-loaf of bread: while five
thousand galléinsof water aresed for
grains and hay fora pound of meat,
accordmg to several studles L.

said that meatless does nét mean
tasteless ©

She ufge ?thepubltc fo cénsume
more veget”bles,ltnotc frults, and

m Wa’ter instead of meat.” #

i\
1

envu’onment " added Deocaris.”

ch etter country,” said Lopez

“Diversify your food for the

ll‘ “If you go this way, then’ you'..
t\‘nll be healthy. If everyone.is..
‘Ifealth ,' we will have a much, -
DENR Sectetaty Regina. Lopez .'? ‘
WML is anon-governmental or- -
on laimched in 2012 that *.
& public to ditch meatand
tplant-based proteins instead.:

~—
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PHI L[PPINE envrronmental groups
" joined forces on November 28 and
129 to call for the.passége
_enhanced forest law: th,ey say. will
provide a frdmework for ensuring
Phrlrppme forest resotirces are re-

 sponsiblyand sustarnably Hanaged :

" by present and ﬁrturegerreramns

Organized by Haribon Founida- :

. tion and Tanggol Kalikasan; Inc,,
the polrcy review armedrto revisit

exrstrng forest manageiient poli-,

" cies, tevise the proposed bill,

-and
develop strategies: t ;

i Prorectmg narural fo sts is -
‘ mevrtablebecause of its 3

Wlth our changmg landscapes, the
reason for hastemng
., thislawisno longer
- ter on’ profnoting propé
, tion; rtnowbecomesa
" time,” said Louie Ignacro,

-Pubhc!

Advocacy thanager for Haribon,
in a previous meétinig, the group :

hasrdennﬁed thatno clearplans have :
yer been presented in; ‘the Depart-
* ment of Envrronment and Natural -
. Rescurces (DENR) and the National -

" Economicand DevelopmentAuthor— :
; ity (NEDA) ‘agenda. concermng for

forestmanagement priorifies,

To this day, the 1975’ Revrsed
Forestry Code remains. as the :
]egrslauve basis for forest. manage-

poitance. /

“ment and uullzatlon Whileit was

. amended several trmes, it. strll ad-

" dresses’ ‘problems .of explortauon

rather than conservation.”

Over more than two decades, .

.many other related bills wete

* filed at the lower house: mcludmg ‘

House Bills 50, 907, 1104 11 1,
12123 1423 and 1893,

)
i
i

!

what could

‘ Perrs Agreement stressmg the

[
need to ens_ ,re the 1ntegrat10n of ’

In'the face of climate changer ]
rmpacts and:natural drsasrers, ther
obbymg for'the mdusron '
of cntl Provisions that are. -essen-
tial'to'p tect‘ourremalmngforest. :

Er; Pete “Montallana from: the:]
Save, Srerra ‘Madre Movement-;
crted ‘how the mountain range has '
recently saved' millions from an
imminent drsaster :

“When" supér typhoon Lawm":
(intl narhe: Harma) hit the North
it was the Srerra Madre mol_r -
that: weakened the force of

:Ie 1s. i ’

t category 3 after
slammmgnmafchless against thelorr-

: |
.. forests n

FRB 4ifiis ‘o"f‘p'rc')tect natural

| partrcrp tory processes, commu-
f» nity ow, ershr",and accountabrllty
compn%

. we want ihe track of poverty al-
leviation)fsai Esf

: *’{forests ‘mean a sleady
“supply o ood riedicirie and shel-
hdhfe The group holds
‘that the fiture of ‘today’s forests.
‘counts o Erh upporr by cham-
‘pions an lkey decrslon makers,

" Movin forward ‘the working

: i'group rec &venes in December for

- ‘tion for n.

* policy rev. 6

tthe final document and in prepara-
year’s groundwork.
Groups @ ho partrcrpated in the

' ude Tepresenta-
tives fro s civil society
orgamzatlons, theacademe and
related liné ag_ ncies.
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ByNestorP.Burgoer. g
@nburgosING e

ILOILO CITY——More than 5,000 .
trees, not only 300 as earlier de-
clared by the Department of En-
vironment and : Natural ‘Re:

sources. {DENR), would be cutf’

- down to widen the two-lane 1 na-
tionat hlghway that links Tlgilo -

province to the provinces ofAk- ‘

la.n and Capiz,." - ®

Mayor Tomas Penaﬂonda of 2

Pototan town in Iloilo said the
tree cutting along the 13-kilo-

meter stretch of the . natlonal.

road in his town is covered bya,
permit that the DENR in Wes
£rn Visayas reglon issued to the

Department of Public! Worksﬁ i

and Highways. (DPWH)
He said the project w_ould

) w1den

ide; ;the two-lane,1pq§lonal
hlghway into four laﬁés,’hffect~
" ing 5123 mature mahogany
trees,

The road sectxon where the
‘trees- would be cut stretches
.from the town’s bounda.ry with
Zarraga town on: one end and
“'Dingle town on the opposue
end RN ] q ! :

' Saddened sl
“"We, are saddened by the
loss of-‘our trees," Penaﬂonda
told the Inquirer. “But* we have
to give waytoa project that will

benefit the whole province and

Work! contmues to cut trees alok 1g a sectlon of the highway i i

Pototan town in llojlo for a road- w:demng project. —pHoTO FROM
POTOTAN FACEBOOK mee l ;

Ly ev—

tl';os‘,e, passing our tog\rn.” Pl Poto‘tén'rgs'idé : ?'earher ex- the stret_ch of national hxghway
) ?P:{e;sazd the permi its glgg ze- presseﬁ dls' ) yoVerAthe cutting fro : .Jloﬂo to Capiz and Aklan,
quire ed the DPWH to replant 100  of the tregs; %any of which are brovided shade to motorists, "

trees for each tree cut, in desig-

nated areas along the hlghway

. R R _
used tapost on its }?unks poems
' . about trees andnature
Penaﬂonda sald‘ ,more trees
will have to be felled for the
. road widening project that will
..cover the 16-km stretch from
; the towu proper s

' ; P Consultanon -
]lm Sampulng, DENR T region-
al executwe d1rector said he re-
celved addmonal Tequésts for
penmts to cut.trees from the
towns of Duefias and Dlngle for
 the project. '
But he said the DENR would
only issue such pemuts if local
i T,govemments can:

: enf'aithmugh'a'p
! 'tlons,and dlaloguesﬁ :
He said he issued the permit
i to cutltrees in: Pototan because

'45'

] E:ons,ulta-

between 20 and 25 years old,
The trees, which used to line

. portign Of‘

"with' the verdant scenery offer- :
rmg resplte to travelers, People l

TREFR T ¥
he was. convmced by its impor-
tance, “Thls s, for the beneﬁtﬁof :
all, espeC1ally those using tl'le
road,” Sampulna said. .

Penaflorida said the two- :
lane road linking Pototan and
lgile Clty needed to be mdened
to_ avoid vehlcula; accide }lf:s
The volume of vehxcles travers-
i etch' has increast =d-

i The( trees cut wﬂl be stoxlé"d
at the DENR depot so these cé.n
be used; by the Department Pf' )
Soc1a1 Welfare .and’ Develop-
ment for its pro;ects *
Renaﬂonda said he would ‘
askarth BENR%Q auction o f d-
e’cut tiées and dls-
tnb'itlte the‘eproceeds to v1llages_
where the ‘trees were felled | 'Fo
fundbarangaypro;ects INQ ‘_ o
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ik TR {n SR
SOLCOM lallllCheS Ce Sanc%aryp carbon'ﬁ;?mk m'mltngatmg the chmate i

change ; and to.add tranquility, partxcu— !
| CAMP G NAKAR Lucena Clty - Enwronment and Natural Resources larly to|the camp,

The military’s area command heré has (DENR). *: {o e - An‘adopta tree”program is apphed. ,
launched a tree sanctuarypllotproject Quldﬂla said the sanctuary alms to to this prmect to ensure maximum
byplantmgendang,"f' dand";'dlgenous ibeY showcase for the urban; iiop‘ulaee, ) surwvablhty of the endangered and
trees at the com'pou' “of Seuthern .especlally the youth, wherefthey can . md:genous tree species. ) '
Luzon Command (SQ) 00} T f"“adi,ly see how the different free spe- Under this' program, a civilian g
SOLCOM chiefLt, Gén, Ferdmand ‘cles Iookhke aswellas tx){enhar}‘ce public partlelplgnt and one military personne]
Quldﬂlasald thepmjectls:supponed by awareness on the uniqueries§ dwersxty, ;" will ad pt one tree their partnership .
provincial andm_ cipal logal, Vern- @;d,ﬁ'agjlity of eeosystem' tiwill' also :, involve canng,mamtammg, and secur- °,
' ' _ ; ing the sajd plant. The partners should ; I

. continu Insly visit the planted seedling. !
_until thlsegrowstobecome tree. (Danny ‘

J. Estac; n) ;

mthtechmcal supe sion'c mmgfrom
the, Ecosystems Researeh“*and Deyel-
opment Bureau of the Departrnent of
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was a recent wsxtorato Athree of the
four: resorts name’ﬂ fter. the lslands
* that host them: Minilge L '
Pangulas:an

territories have ' ‘
ket for El Nido'

Tl e
campaxgns of ch,apu

‘ 1nternatlonal env;r

|  many of these
g_ggringnumber_

- 0 ‘ Hih
" grea of %;kdom
g m %
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L bIeachmg even on ’the Great

Pid¥ more corals than ever before,
""sﬁientlsts said Tuesday, soundmg the
arm over the dehcate ecosystem

.The ,2,300 I-ulometer long reef - the
@_l\yorld s biggest — suffered its most
wsevere bleaching in recorded history,
Ztue'to warining sea temperatures dur-
¥ing March and April, Wwith, the northern
#third bearmg‘ the brunt R
Kﬂ Follow-up - underwater surveys
. backmg earlxer aerial: studles have

‘revealed a 700 kilometer stretch of
resrs if ‘the less- -aceessible north lost

Barrier Reef thls year Killed -

» crown of- thorns starﬁsh co

! / ;Bleachmg occurs when abnormal ‘
enwronmental COIldlf.lOIlS,; such as
warmer sea temperature cause cor-
als to expel tiny photosyntttetlc algae ‘
drammg them of their color|i ! '
Algae are vital to the coraI wlnch :
uses'thé o orgamc products oﬁphotosyn-

- thesis to help'it grow, ¥ '
. The loss of algae make the host
vulnerable to. drsease and m ans 1t will |

eventually die. . " 'f'

| However: coral can recover if: the
water temperature drops and ithe aIgae g
are able ta’récolonize them. || '
_ Enwronmentahsts blame the burn-
mg offossﬂfuels for. global war'fnmgand :
repeated ca]ls Tuesday for ALstraha o
abandon coal mmmg to help!prevent
furthertbleachmg disasters. i

i is the devastatmgpnceweare
paying‘for thé Australian go rnment
proppmg up the coal industy 3 A sald
Greenpeace Austraha reefe pa:gner_ s
Sham 'I‘ager s

‘EA. cnedlble plan to protectt
must address chmate change
Wlth a ban on new coal mmes ‘

. l .

aJso und rpressure from far mg run-
off,ideve ‘ment and the corl -eatmg
"mthng
more than A$2 bl]hon ($1 5 bllh n_) over. j

. _h
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RECorp  Corat

¥

Undahd Ilamlout
lencefor, (:oral R
In the nnat Ban‘l

sh lelantlst assessing eoral mortality on Zenlth Reef
the! Queonsland;follo\wlng the hlenchln‘ ovent. An-
lenoo for corai Reef tudlas / AFP )

earlier tlns year that if greenhouse gas

years by, th mid-2030s. [ 9 ;
Q;Gwen neefs need so long e

Great B 'rler Reef in Just a couple of

K —OFF-ON  @reExs Vagpieh Recr . .

‘Novemher 29, 2016 from the ARC Centre of Excel
levels keep msmg, similar events would -

be the newgwrmal occurrmg everytwo o

‘ from severe bleachmg, it sdid e+ |
are likely to lose large: parts. of the _

72

 decades)” ”‘ - : :
' 5 That study noted climate change ;
“had added 1.0 degree Celsius (1.8 de- |
. grees Fahrenhelt) of warming to beean.
temperal:‘ures off the Queensland coast
-in Marchhen corals were first seen "
“turning “‘rhlte
, There had" been fears that the :
‘bleachin ‘Would ‘badly hurt the tour-
‘ism industry but Andrew Baird, who ;
‘led teamsmf divers to re-survey the
'reefs in- Gctober(and November, said
‘the more) access1ble parts had not suf-
fered as {adly f f
. “The good news is the southern
two-thirds of the reef has escaped with
_minor darnage,” he said. :
: “Onaverage,s:xpercentofbleached
corals dleldrm the central region in 2018,
* ‘and only ene percentm the south. The
~ corals have now regamed their vibrant
color, an rthese réefs are in good con-
dition.” jg”’ |
! Tounsm on the World Heritage-"
' hsted reef employs 70,000 people and .
generates A$5 bllllon in income each
Australiala

U,\

'gre .bemg made to rescue
b :
A

the reef.
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‘Cabinet doing best to deliver ﬁubllc servme

Malacafiang has de-

fended the Cabinet frof
social networkmg sites may

criticisms that ‘it is not
organized and maintained

that members of the official .

family are doing their best
to get the ]ob done.,

"’We at ‘the Ca flnet an
stnvmg our* Best to d’éhj‘ff %
public services, honoring the
commitments of the Pre51-
dent during the campaign,”
Presidential Communications
Assistant Secretary Kristian
Ablan said in a press bneﬁng
yesterday.

Ablan was reacting to for-
. mer president Fidel Ramos’
criticism that members of the
Cabinet are qualified but can-

‘not work together

Ablan also clamred that

have played aroléin highlight-

ing the issues involving the

administration.
“And'if I may )ust ‘men-

tion that 20 y@ais ago; ‘there
is no such thing, as Psocial’

méedia. And 5o what may

“be glaring to afl of us today

might not have been that

' glaring few ‘decades. ago.
‘So just to put thmgs in con-
text,” he said.

Duterte had’ descnbed Ra-
mos as his “number one sup-
porter and critic.” Ramos also
scored Duterte earlier for his

A
\

mate deal and his failure to
attend the gala dinner and
photo shoot of leaders dur-
ing the Asia-Pacific Economilc

- Cooperatlonameet in Peru last

month 1 ,_:._‘ lfai.'
ngip_iet spousos ?’
»-project ‘

Meanwhlle spouses i :
Cabinet members’ yesterd

in Metro Manila as their coﬁ-

mbutlon to theDuterte admm ."

istration’s carnpmgn agamst
illegal’ drugs o
The project is called "4R

tirades agamst the Paris cli- Home.” The four Rs stand f|or

4 cliad

" By ALEXIS ROMERO

reform, recharge, reeducate
and reintegrate.
4R Homes willbe construct-

ed all over Metro Manila. Each, ‘

room a gym, chapel and a-

‘a spec1a1 area for income'!

will be taught to repair

cellphones and a1r—cond1-_f

tioning units.

Jocelyn Sueno, presidént

d 1"‘
Tl ‘Ea'eh 4R Home w1ll*have

home will have a computer -

~‘generating facilities be-‘.
‘catise drug surrenderees
launched a project to buil d '

“homes” for drug dependent:

of the Du30 Cabinet Spouses "

terior Secretary Ismael Sue-

-Assocxatmn and wife of In-

no, said the project would |

loving word. .

‘cater to pooy former drug .

;users who cannot afford to
“enter regular rehab111tat1on
centers.

“This free formatlon house

is a special program designed ; .
whe, attended the launqh;,

?lelen

tosupport President Duterte’s

JJJJJ

-campaignwagainst-illegal-
-drugs,” Sueno said-during the. .

-project launch at The Fort in
1 Taguig City: - =

v “We thought the word
rehab is to6 harsh and as
ra mother it'has a negative *
‘corinotation. So

. we changed it to -

home, which'is a -

mbore motherly‘,‘,

‘ ‘”Th1s is a place MJI

.they can stay until th
are ready to integ aie

. ‘again to-the cornmumty, -

she added. v
Other Cabinet spous_e

jwere. Bet Dureza,.
An@anar;Lorna Espsa ron,
:Flor Evasco, Marie Dmo,

lBertola Medxaldea, E*Ma- .

irissa Agu1rre and Mar,tsol
Tugade

S ? ‘
— Wlth Helen Flores

..I____



