STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVI CE

DATE : 17 boo 7018

DAY - Thursday

IV "EI"EXLE: NETWSS




UPPER HALF
PAGE LOWER HALF

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE

- -

=
=

ch

i !

L

S Vel o i’ o ton

" By RHODINA VILLANUEVA U0 Partiestd the 1I:aris Agreement
N S TP D 1513 o o #__ . onClimate Change. ,
Citing‘the country's vulnerability to climate Im- = J:z was tasked by

pacts, Environment Secretary Gina Lopez said the.
Philippines should have a greater role in discus-
sions at the ongoing Climate Change Conference
' inMarrakech, Morocco. R

‘Malacafiang to attend the
summit/lofficially billed as the
-22nd Coriference of the Parties
to the U‘nited Nations Frame-
work Convention on Climate

“We should be sitting at “and the biodivér'sity\frorﬁ the ' Change|(COP22).
the negotiating table. The . negative impacts of climate ' The Marrakech conference,

Philippines cannot abandon .
its commitment to address the,

“single greatest threat faq;ﬁg
the planet today,” Lopez said ..

earlier this week. .. 3

1 By ~ 3

She gave assurance that

the Duterte administration

change.”

Lopez recalled the coun-

shoon Yolanda, which

i

imed thousands of lives

"iry’s experience with super
a

“-and left widespread destruc-
“tion in central Philippines in
20 e '

" which runs from Nov. 7 to

18, is the crucial next step for
governments looking to op-

_erationalize the new global

climatelideal adopted in Paris,
PFrance last year.
Lopez is expected to attend

. the Women Leaders and Glob-

will “pufsué national de-
velopment conscious of the
res‘ponslbilfty,' to ‘safeguard

13. C
~ The official left for'Mar- .
_rakech on Sunday:to: at- .

tend the first meeting of the

al Transformation Summit in
which world leaders will learn
how women can be strong

- solution providers to further
sustainable development. -
The Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resourc-
es chief likewise welcomed
President Duterte’s announce-
ment that he finally decided
to patify the Paris Agreement
after consulting with members
of the Cabinet. - . .~
After achieving the thresh-

. old number of countries need- '

- ed to ratify the Paris Agree-
_ ment, the international climate.
_pact started to take effect on
‘Nov.4. =
~ Meanwhile, the Philippines
ig finalizing the amendment to
the Philippine Disaster Risk
- Reduction and Management.

Law or Republic Act 10121.

the people, the environment,

—-n__;'p—

" Ambassador ‘Cecilia Re-

bong; permanent represen-
tative to the United Nations
and other international or- -
anizations in Geneva, made
the announcement as -she

“highlighted thepolicy re-

forms and Disaster Risk Re-
duction (DRR) initiatives of
the Philippines tostrengthen
resilience. i -

At the Geneva launch of the
2016 ‘Worid Disasters Report
held recently, Rebong said that
discussions and consultations
are in full swing to amend RA
10121. Ch

“The sunset review of the
PDRRM Law led to the incor-"
oration of several features

into an amendatory bill, in-

¢luding a’lf*fo"cus on strength-
ening local government units
and capacity building for bet-
ter disaster risk reduction and
managerent.

~ “We need to have a change
of mindsét — from one that is
reactive fto one that is more
proactive, more strategic and
long-term,” Rebong said.

- The Philippines also
shared its perspective on
how it ig investing in build-
ing sustainable and resilient
commutities, ‘

~ “Forthe Philippines, invest-
ing in resilience saves lives

+.and money,” she said, stress-

:r;g this should be a collective
effort and at all levels,

-[;-With Pia Lee-Brago
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'. BY BEN KRITZ

ARRAKECH Morocco* A former Phlllpplne
Senator. and Enwronment Secretary. urged
e members of the G20 gtoup of nations to

J

honor their pledges for dimate mjtigation fundlng,
in a meeting of. dlimate-vulnerable nations on the
sidelines ‘of the Conference- of Partres 22 (COPZZ)
climate talks hete last week.

T‘ne Earthsavers Movement UNES-
CO Dream Center founded byFormer

Senator Heherson T. Alvarez was the .

lead convener ofthe “Tri- Oontmental

Dialogue, De- Carbomzatlon to Deﬁr‘_
Disasters,” an official side eventin -

COP22, The forum was held in part:
nership with Tzu Chi Foundanon,
Climate Institute, South-South Co-

operatlon Counicil (8SCC), Weather ;

Risk-Explore Inc., The' Intematmnal

Theatre Institute (ITI-CIDC), Sooal.
ChangeNetworkandUgandanMem :

ber of Parliamient.

Addressing the forum, Alvarez-'
who.also sérved as Secretary of Ep-

Vlronment and the Climate Change

Oomr,msgoner urged GZO coqntnes
to fulfill their nationally determined
contnbutlons (NDC's) in, order to

."heIp aub the suffenng of dimate-
‘_vulnerable countries.

" Alvarez pointed ¢ outthat on aver-

,age the GDP of G20 countriesis $4
 trillion, This means that the $100

billion conmbutron towards chmate

J‘ﬁnance IS ITlll'llSCllle For 1nStﬂl'lC€,
the European Union (cornbmed

GDP: $18.4 trillion) y would .only
have to contribute 0,54 percent of

. thisamount. Addltlonally, the Unit-
—ed States, whose GPP on'average is

$17.4 trillion, would dnly have to

 contribute 0.57 percent.

“of onslaughthappened Alvarezsat

M Heherson T. Alvarez

“This contribution is measly con-
pared to the natlorlal wealth:that.
was Greated by countries who havé
htstoncally ermtted greenhouse gas
emissions, If you look at the destrug-
tive impagt of climate change, noting
in parucular Supertyphoon Haryan
in my countIy, $300 million wo

“We need more technologrcal
capaoty bmldmg assistance for de-
veloping couritries and more carbo i

reduction from developed countri - .

Unless these values are changed.
so that they ‘become responsive ¢:|
the threatened climate disaster, the
meetmg in Marrakech would be ]uslt '

Pans, Alvarez added.

1 ‘another meeting, It will not be'a',war i
* " 'tershed as many have expected since. .

“But,” he said, “while we havebeen :

-the invisible impact of disasterslike:

‘\ H 'ableto manage physical destrisction, it.
¢+ is always far more difficult to addiress

L the trauma of children who have lost, :

their parents, of families who have |

\been emotionally dislocated, Tnat is.

N lost homes and miserable fortunes. "
' There are many people who have

whythe UN Green Climate Fundlsso _

 imporiant - (0 help us develop fully. |

the capacrty to manage the peoplEs
‘gnef too.”

Joining Alvarez in the panel‘

“were Lead Scientist and Efounder_
of Weather Risk Explore Inc., Dr.

" Chi- -Ming Peng, who explalned the :
need to decarbonize to prevent'

the irreversible stage of chmate

catastrophe globatly. Addltlonally, _

Debra Boudreaux, Vice President:
“of the Tzu Chi Foundation, gnider-

scored the importance of changmg |

our lifestyle in order to help those
who are less fortunate.

Vi
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: lanet Earth rs estrmated by
geologlsts and other sc1en-
tlsts to be 4.6 bllhon years

BIENVENiDO

_expenencedasenes oﬁwarmmg~ .S, OPLAS JH o
cooling- warnung-coolmg ‘¢ycles. 5. ;

So global warming and, climate .
change (CC) have been th e-_as

behef and belng nalis
B ing: the annue UNE~ ral

and billiéns of years ago’, here. @

https //wattsupwzththat com(pa—

leoclimate/.. - .

Yet for decades now, we ‘have’,
been bombarded by the Umted
Nations. and other 1nst1tut10ns
‘and md1v1duals who deny n
ture-made climate change ‘and - - butrons (INDCS)VIS fq “hold the-
climate: cycle, deny that' globa 4l i
cooling can take pldce ; aft
global warming phase meg
to such denials; anthropegemc
or “mail-made” climate chang’e
‘can only be fought via man-
'made and UN-directed solu-
tions like large-scale and end-

(UNFCCC), 11kc the Conference
“of ‘Partles (COP) 22 meetmg in
Marrakech Morocco from Nov. 7
"to. 18 thls year.

intefided natmnali%\determmed
contributions: an update Synthe-
sisreport by the secretarlat ? May
2016)

. { ' .
- N i - . e =

less subsuhes to mtermlttent'
_of “hazards i
'TopS Floods Dioughts, 1gh--

v e
-‘"‘Aggxi'éaéé e=éffect of,the.

T

mentfromtheUN S

‘ the. ‘Key cllmate hazards 1de

fied in the adaptation compo ent
of the communicated inte ded
natlona]ly determmed contrtbu-
tions” are the followmg, in o"der

er temperatures, Sea level 1se;
Storms e Y

"

b Ne:gt 5 Decreased prec1 1ta-

tion;, Changes in precipitab 1on ‘

tlmlng, Vector/water boi'ne
d:seases Increased preclpltathon
mtensxty, Desert1f1cat10n/ ]and

no, storm. So regardless oqrthe
weather and, chmate, we shou]d
send more money to the UNiand
various government cllmate

- P

o 'R ;
is anether copfused docu--

power, moré global chma 3
els and meetings. And they;wﬂl"
demonize fossil fuels liké coal;
and oil to “save the planet.” : .

Such scenarios and’ proposa]s ’
are very detached from the reali-
ties and needs of many" countnes,
developed and developing atike.

Here are the data from the
Asian Development Bahk (ADE)
released only two weeks agd (see
table).

Almost all of the blg and de—‘
veloped economies in'the reglon
have high reliance on coal and/
or natural gas, among the ‘most’
prominent fossil fuels in the plan—
et. The Philippines in partlcular
has low national electnc:ty pr' BN
duction compared to many of 1€s~‘
neighbors in north and south eest
Asia, only 75 billion kWh i_ i
The country also has a very lo
per capita electricity productm‘ -
of only 690 KWh/person. , '

Overthe pasttwo Weeks have‘,
attended several conferérces-and.
meetings and the subjéét:of "ex-
pensive electricity” and “insuf."
ficient supply of power”: would;-"
crop up naturally éven if the;
eventsarenot speclﬁcally focuseds
on energy. -

These events 1nclude the
DTI’s pre-sumimit consultatlon
on FTAs and manufacturmg m-

v
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Others‘

dustries last Nov. 3, pre-summit
consultation on innovation

and competitive industries last

Nov. 4. One participant said
that while garments are labor-
intensive, textiles are energy-’
intensive and they can feel the
pmch of high electricity prices.”
 Meanwhile, during thé Phil-
1pp1ne Economic Society (PESY
annual conference at- ‘Novotel

Cubao last Nov. 8, thé two ses-
sions on energy economlcs and
competition pohcy have also
touched on these subJects in-

.cludmg competltmn in power

generation companies ard mo-
nopolies in power transmission
and distribution. '
In the Agribusiness commer-
cial legal and institutional reform
(AgCLIR) roundtable at Makati

17 £LC 2016
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Shangri-La-last Nov 11, ma
agn-busmess enterprises in t
cotintry broughtup the matter
highelectricity costs.

nY

of

Last but not the least, dunpg
the Asian Legal Business (ALB)-

Thomson Reuters’ 's Competl— :

tion Forum at Dusit Thani

in

Makati City last Nov. 15, one
the speakers, Dr. Raul Fabella

iof .
Yof

UPSE mentioned pricing under
*. s AT

L) .

[ E—

§ | that job creation and povertyd
- leviation can also be sustai

§  ityisamajor part in reahzmgthls :
- goal.

he‘

LOWER HALF

monopoly and duopoly or oli-

_gopoly, like in power dlstnbutlon

and generation.
The over-riding concern for
the Philippines and other devel- |

. oping economies in Asia and-the
! rest of the planet is how to hasten

and sustain economic growth so -

Having cheap and stable electm

Forcing expensive ani un

| stable energy sources to “flght :
B ' climate change” as pushéd by.rv‘
¢, . the UN and participating gov-.
§ . ernments is.contradictoryito®
& ' the above goal. After all, climate

f ' change from warming to cooling, -
% - in natural cycles did happen in .
% . thepastand contmues to happen :
* ¢ today.

Governments therefore,

i} ' should be more realistic-and not
+ alarmist in pursuing that over- .
riding goal. Less ecological cen

tral planning, less energy ration-
ing, less climate bureaucratism
would be consistent with poverty '
alleviation. m

navebas,

BIENVENIDO S. OPLAS, JR. is the- preSIdent of -
Minimal Government Thinkers and a Fellow of
SEANET and Stratbase-ADRI.
minimalgovernment@gmall.com
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Lopez questions
award for miners
facing suspension

THE Environment secretary said the nomination for envi-
ronmental awards of miners her department recommended
for suspension reflects the lax criteria in use for the awards.

- Referring to nominations for the Presidential Mineral
Industry Environmental Award (PMIEA), Environment
Secretary Regina Paz L. Lopez said in a text message: “The cri-
teria for the awards are very different. For instance, whether
or pot there is siltation is not a factor in the awards; having an
abandoned open pit forover 20 years is notadisqualification.”

“(The award body) does not go down to the issues, down to
the lowly farmer. Tt just talks to the mining staff and to who-
everarepresented by the mine,” sheadded, notingthe absence

"of “legitimate” civil society organizations’ role in selection.

Miners nominated for the award which the auditiden-
tified for possible suspension are Marcventures Mining

and Development Corp., Agata Mining Ventures,. Inc,
Hinatuan Mining Corporation — Taganaan QceanaGold
(Philippines), Inc., and SR Me tals, Inc. — all for the
Surface Mining Operation category. All but Marcven-
tures are also nominated for the
implementation of their Mining
Forest Programs.

The nationwide crackdown
against miners with substandard
environmental measures placed

more than three quarters of the
;,R’ead the full story by scansiing y . . .
g: the OR code with your country’s metal mines either facing
B emartphone or by typing the - suspension or under threat of such
'ﬁ‘k <https:ffgeoglfillaly>  preler. — Janina C. Lim
-_yo.

Py

o
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OceanaGdld
~bags
5m|n|ng-
‘awards:|

OceanaGold Phlllppmes }nc i
won five mining awards durmg“che
63rd Annual National Mine- §al‘ety

.and Environment Conference held
in Baguio City. . - '

The awards 1ncluded the
prestigions 2016 Presnde‘ntlal
Mineral Industry Envnronmental
Award, the’ highest awhrd
conferred by the Ph|l1ppme3M ine
Safety and Environmeént
Association (PMSEA). j .

The PMIEA r ecogm Zes

. outstanding levels of dedlcat on,
" initiative and innovation injthe
pursuit of entities mvolvegl in
various aspects of mih‘?ral

. utilization. o
The award was establlshed in
: compllance with the policy that
. mineral exploration and nﬁémg
- operation shall be *Qro-
_environment-and pro- people in
sustammg wealth creatioh !and

1mprmhng quality of life, >
OcggnaGold Philippines also
won the 2016 Safest Mining
Operation (Metallic Categury),
Safest Surface Mining Operat,lon
"Safest Mineral Processing
‘(Concentrator Category) anq 3rd
Runner-up: for Best in Mmmg
Forest Program.

:,.:mmm»

' Phlllppmes

. “We~are grateful for these
awards for recognizing our
efforts in establishing, high
standaids in environmental
protectmn, safety and health
management and community
development, but what’s more
important than public recognition
is our continuous improvement

and approval froim our

communities where we operate |

in that we're getting it right and
doing it the right way,” said Chito
Gozar, senior vice president for
Commumcatlons and Extemal
Affairs of OceanaiGold

OceanaGold Ph:hppmes
Didipio-Mine in Nuéva Vizcaya
continues to operate without
mterruptlon and continues to be
a partner of the Départment of
Environment and Natural

‘Resources in promoting

resp0n31ble mining, -
“OceanaGold’s recogmtlon
with-the Presidential Mineral
Industry Envxronmental Award
and four other mmmg away: (ls are
reflective of the deep mnts in
the company founded on 25 years

of successful mining opedations

in New Zealand, one of the most
envuonmental]y sensitlve
countries’in the world Gtuar
said. - - o
“OceanaGold .has brought
these same principles to the
Phlllpgmes, where it hagbuilt a
strong social hcense to operate
based on'the endorsement ofthe
local communities,” he said.
The .company is strdngly
committed as ever to workmg

- closelywith' its many stakeholder
. groups 'to continue! prdvadmg
- significant benefits and leaving a
‘ posﬂ:we, long legacy, sald Goaar

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE
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 CEANAGOLD Bhilippines
1. Inc. is thiis yeat’s;recipient
of the prestigious Presi-

" dential Mineral Industry Environ-
. mental Award, the highest award
conferred by the Philippine Mine
@Safety and Environment Associa-
‘"tionf(PMSEA)
PMSEA organized the award in
‘5‘\’31:!imat1on w1th the, Mlnes ‘and

Geosciences Bureay, an agency of

atthe 63rd Annual Natlonal Mine
Saﬁety and Envxronrﬂent Confer—
- ence held in Bagulo City."

' every year to outstandmrg min-
i 1ng tompanies ifilline‘with the

iinjdustry to promote and practice
rxgsponsible mining.

i els of dedication, initiative and

pames involved in-various aspects
i ‘bf mineral utjlizations. ., ..

e “The award was estabhshed in

c_q_!_nphance with the policy that
-miperal exploration and mining
. operation shall be pro-environ-
_:ment and pro-people in sustain-
' quahty of life. -i‘;; L
1 OceanaGeld P 1hpp1ne1s world—
rlass operationin D1d1p10 I\ﬁne was
rralspawarded the 2016 SafestMining

Operation (Metallic Category), Saf-

qstSurface Mxnmg@peratlon Safest

Qééaﬁé@old d
1o f,enm];onmentally
responsible mining

<thé Depar(:mentt of Natural and
‘|3 Bhironment Resources (DENR),

The PMSEA gived the ‘award -

iteall for. the Philippineé fhining.

14 41: recognizes outstanding lev-. .

mnovatmn in thepursuit-of com-.

mg wealth creation andi 1rnprov1ng -

! i"‘

Mmeral Processmg (Concmtx,ator
Category) and third runnersup for
Bestin Mmmg Forest Prog1 am dur-
1ng the same event. i

““We are grateful for these
awa.rds yforxrecognizing ou -efforts
in establishing high standards in

environmental protection,. safety.l

and health,management a.nd com-
mumty -development, but
more important than pubhc recog-

) Mnltlon 1s our. contmuous i cnptove- .
. ment and approval from our com-

A
mumtles where we operate that

" We'te, ef:tmg it rlght and domg it

’the nghf way, * daid Ch1t0 Gozar

' semoqr vice pres1dent for Icommu—
" ni¢ations and’ external a fa1rs of
: OceanaGoid Ph111pp1nes

- OédanaGold Ph111pp1 és’s Di-
dlplo Mine in Nueva V1zcaya
continues to operate w1thou1: in-

: terruptmn and continués-to'be a

partneroftlieDENRin prl)rnotmg
respons1ble mining. ! i

i {:-tAsthe award-recipient in 2015
and. this year, we believelthe Di-
dipio operation is the template for
what President Duterte is seek-
ing.when stating his des1re for a
respons1ble mining sector within
the Philippines,” said Mick Wilkes,
president and CEO of OcebnaGold
Philippines.. ‘*'

tpythe Australian mining com- -

pany remains comm1tt<=1d to its

respons1ble-m1n1ng mantra being

a'partner, employer and gold com-
i

pany of chou:e ‘ “‘

*what s .
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‘OceanaGold bags
five _mi-.mng.:‘aw'aﬂrdr

OCEANAGOLD ‘Philippines
nc. won five mining awards
dutige the 63 qga';mﬁi;ual-_lﬂational

bﬂ%@k?ﬁafety ignd¥Environment -
fwConference inBaguio Gity.

The awards included the pres-

_ tigious 2016 ‘Presidential Min-

" eral Industry Environmental

Award, the highest award con-

- ferred by the, Philippine Mine

Safety and Environment Asso-
ciafion, -t

~ The PMIEA recognizes out-

~ standing levels of dedication,

initiative and innovation in the

pursuit of entities involved in

| vyarious aspects of mineral uti-

lization. The award was estab-

lished in compliance with the

policy that mjperal en‘tploration

. "and ~mining_ operation shall

be ",p,ro—envir,opment- and pro-

| people - in  sustaining wealth

|“¢reation and improving quality
of tife. .

_ ceanaGold Bhilippines also
woll the 2076 safest mining

opgtion (metallic category),

i

| wshfest surface mining opera-

tion, safest mineral’ processir;{g
(congentrat r categoty) and 3Fd

runner-up for best in'mining for-

est program.

oy C
“We are “griteful for these

awards for recognizing Qur
efforts in establishing hi’gh
standards  in - -environmental
protection, safety and health
management. and - community
development, but what's more

important than ‘public recoghi- -

tion is our co tinuous impro;yrc-
ment and_gpproval from gur
communities where we oper-
ate in that we’re. getting it right
and doing it the right way,” said
Chito Gozar; senior vice-pres-
ident. for communications and
external affairs of OceanaGold
Philippines.
“OceanaGold Philippines’ | Di
dipio- Mine in Nueva Vizeaya
continues to operate - Wit iout
interruption and -continue# “fo

be, 2 partmerof. the Department
of“Eqvitorient ; and Na al

Resgurces in'promoting ‘Tespon-
giblé mining. “

UNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE
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Y 'he plan of Global. Ferron-

2Ny 1ckeI Holdings;Ine. (FHI)
: iﬂthe} second lax;gest nickel
w ;| producer in the Phlllp-

: pmes, o, bulld a stamless steel
) processmg plant in the Eo‘t’l{n%rywit‘h
. a'Clhin "ese fif'm is not going to be an
: easyventm‘e‘ P PboaT
2% This'e eveloped as Envu'onment
- andiaturab Resources'JSecretary
g aRegma Liopezhas beeni,adamant
saying 'she remained notqkeen on

LNy umiertakmg (a new, prOJect)-

. _that)has anythmg to do With mln

,,,,,,

'3If the processmg plant w1lI
‘mean lengthemng the'lifé of an
““errant! mm ! then I'm not really
o mteresfecf’{' Lopez told"Busmess
- Bulletiny rélteratmg thiat ‘minifg
‘ makes people 'suffer." 'w IR
- 1i5Diring the state wsnhof Presi-
i.dent: Rodmgo,i)uterte,»ml China
, -last month,wFNI ‘and China/s state-
,owneg, e}ry‘.prpnse Ba:ym,yly onferi
i mug,Group €o., Ltd. (Baiyin) have
s &g{lgm €00 peliatlon agreement to
explore leans o put up. 5 amless
 steel pidnt i the Philippines. The
estimated total investment for the
pro;ect is-around $500 mllhonJ to
'$700 million., £ q
‘Jose. Santmgo Sta, *Romana,
Plnhppme Ambassador?ﬁsxgnate
fo- Ciuna .was tfptlmistlg for w,thls
. projeet to push through:*
Sta. Romana said FNys‘Planynll
be good foruthe! country sman uffic?
'w I I_g seetor,;but he also acknow]

- edged 1ssues avetobe'
‘Lﬁwme whi,‘ e -, i

nickel ore],éfld—procees it beca:}e We
are exportmg itu rocessedl T szls
the start GF e manufactunng se tor "

(713 [V 3TH

Sta. Rongana ald‘m an mteme}]ﬁ

the-recel Chma Dally‘s China
ippine Dlalogue 2016 %

‘ "There‘ 18 an Mol f[memoran ik
of understandmg]sahﬂ'ltfs out but
still have ; to/go 1th136“1igh the gove
ment permlssmn iThe idea, tho gh,
that processmg what we mine i !ba-

g og,lldegfjbgom if the mini
has been stopped, then we havg
resolve’ thatr," ‘hé “dded i ‘

In the'erid; Sta, Romana expre, !§Le;1
'optlmlsm that th1s can be reso ved
through & senes of/ m‘ter—agency -on-
sultations. i 5.5 fuig]

Meanwhlle, FNIL Presxdent D
Bravo told 'BusmessﬂBulletm that .he
is confidentthat DENR wﬂl allo the
deal to proceed, - '

"This.is. Jine th governm 's
policy to en::t:):‘_uraggglvalue added?;'o—
cessing," e"s‘ai’ ‘in a text message,
adding that 1o tiniéédble has beenuﬁet
yet as to when the projeét will starg

FNI and Balym will spec1f1caIIy

cooperate,;and evagyate investments’
in value-addedidovmstream projécts:
in the PMpJJmes, mcludmg eval at—
ing the feasnblhty 0 E.onstructm fan

integrated: 200-ser1es stainless s eeﬁ
plant in theinyhm;g{)mes with an an-<
nual capacity.offonéihillion tons using’




17 0io 2016 /

e, e "

5 g S A oAt~

MANILAG ‘BULLETIN o~
THE NATIO 'S LEADING NEWSPAPER TTPAGE . LOWER HALF

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE

ining operations in

ambale

TR e A AN Nt Bt
EY/MART.SUPNAD - .

R I <

BA, Zambales — Unfazed by

the filing of criminal charges,

local farmers and fishermen

have strongly opposed the
possible resumption of operations
of mining firms in the municipality
of Sta. Cruz and maintained that the
mining firms ruined farmlands and
fishing grounds.

“May livelihood nga, mama-
matay naman kami, over our dead
bodies. Perhuwisyo na sila, sila pa
nagdemanda, kapal ng mukha nila
(It may be a source of livelihood,
but it will also kill us. They are a

e

—_—_— —

s town nixed

nuisance, they even had the temer-

i . ity to file a court case. Shame on

them),” said the visibly-irked Josie
Ignacio of Defend Zambales, refer-
ring to the case filed by mining firms
against Department of Environment
and Natural Resources Secretary
Gina Lopez.

This development came after the
Department of Environment and
Natural on Friday held a consulta-
tion/meeting on the “Implemen-
tation of Sustainable Integrated
Area Development Management
(SIADM),” to inform the public of
the agency’s programs and get their
inputs on protection of the environ-

L

ment. -
The meeting likewise
tackled the reported re-
sumption of operations of l
mining firms in Sta. Cruz, |
which was vehemently op- |
posed by residents. |
Provincial Environ- |
ment and Natural Re- |

sources Officer Laudemir .
S. Salac informed partici- |l
panisthat the government |
is looking at proposed |
projects which shall be !
submitted for funding by !
the DENR before Novem-. ‘

ber 30, this year.

r
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| Envu'onment IP.i |ssues hound

mmm‘g industry

BAGUID an: Envrronment and mdlgenous'
upeoples (IPs) issues continued to hound *:
the mining industry as the annual na-,
‘tional mine and saféty meeting opened

here on Wednesday. .

Affected communities and survivors of |
 mining-related disasters have suffered enough *
from how mining companies disregard the -
local population'ssafety and welfaré and how -
themuungagencyallomemngcompames to
violate rights of ‘comimiunities, the énviron- *
merital allrance Center for Environmental .
L Atestrmomaldmnerandawardsmghtm]l'

. cap the week-long conference on Friday at
".the CAP John Hay Convention Center where
- winners of the Presidential Minetal Indus-
-try Envirdnmental Award for best mining

Concerns- Phﬂrppmes said. ~ :
Stakeholders in the country’s miningindus-
try were expected at the Summer Capital for

the Philippine Minie Safetyand Environment -
{. Association (PMSEA)-sponsored 63rd -

Annual National Mine Safety and Envi- -
, ronment Conference with the theme “63 *

Years of Responsrble Mining...: Moving
Forward by Doing it Right,”

Louie Sarmiento, PMSEA presrdent, and -
Mines and Geoscienges Bureau {MGB) of-
{ ficials as well as otfier mining firrh heads and

> executives-led the conference openmg

South African Ambassador to thé Philip- |
_ pines Martin Slabber, Sotith Africa Deputy ’

O the heels of the annual mining. in-

* Mitister for Mineral Godfrey Oliphant and

Philex Mining Corporation president and

Chief Executive Officer Eulalio Adstin wrll be

the conference’s special guests, ‘
On Friday, mining companies, the MGB

“and the Department of Enviténment and
. Natural Resources (DENR) and other min-

ing stakeholders will march down Sessiori
Road here for the Minerals Industry Parade,
then proceed to the Melyin.Jones'grounds
for the Mine Safety Field’ Demonstratron
and Field Competition.,

practices in the country, Best Mining For-

est Contest, Safest Mines Awards and Best
- Mineés Personalities will be awarded.-

Lingering issues - |

dustry conference, the Center for Envi-

rorimental Concerns (CEC):Philippines

with various organizations reminded

the DENR to stand firm on its position’

agamst abusive mining companies:

“DENR under Secretary Gina Lopez’s -
flagship must stay unyielding. More
than ever, they need to make sure that :
throu h the Mining Audit directive, -

culpable mining firms be held account-

able for [their] crimes agamst the envi-

| .
ronment and communities,’
Quimpo, CEC executive director, said.

" Frances :

The CEC said that a year after Typhoon

Lando h1t the country, the town of Santa”

Cruz, Zambales is still reeling from its ad-

verse effects--nickel laterite contamination *
in rive 's,‘streams and other coastal areas as '

well asired” mud flooding.

An dlliance of Santa Cruz residents, -
blame their experience with nickel 7 minjng .

in the area.

Unhl today, no mining firm has been .
held ris ponsible despite the suspension !
of Sanfa Cruz-based mining firms like :
Benguet Nickel Mining Corporation -
{BNMI),; LNL Archipelago Minerals Inc,, .
Eramen Minerals and Zambales Drversr—.".

fied Mmerals under DMCE.”

The CEC observed that there have been

sevm flaws ina recent ritie mdustry audit
" specifiéally becatise of lack of experts.
~ ltcited acknowledgment by Léo Jasare-
‘ no, DENR undersecretary and’ héad of
i;_fthe mining audit team, that out of 41
© operating metallic mines, only 11 passed
 the audit and 20 more were given 7 days
"'to heed the DENR's inquiries.

© “People’s participation i$ what we need
" in order to efficiently audit these mrnmg
'ﬁrms, Quimpo said. -

- “Mining cemmunities and grassroots’
* Grganizations are the primary stakehold-
ers since they are directly affected and are

the ones who know the ac ual situation,

‘ especually the natronal mmorrtres, who
. -.for the longest time are stewards of our
' mountarns and forests,” shé added.

“The DENR's mining auclirt should first

“and foremost have teeth to ruf after destruc-

tive mmrng companies, ‘an fgr Filipino

' communities to incessantly!| campargn for
_sarapping of the flawed Mrmlng Actof 1995
‘and feplace itwith'a pro-énvifoninent, pro-

people People s Mining Bill," lQurmpo said.,
v THOM F. PICANA
AND LEANDER C DOMINGO
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f'DMCI M1n1ng to: further i
reduce 1ts workforce

DMCI Mining Corporation will -

" be'letting go of more of its remaining
. workforce after initially. reducmg it by
62 percentm the first nine months of the
yearon account of the pratracted sus-
pension of its mining units in Palawan
- and Zambales.
From 550, the nickel producer re-
‘ ducedl’rsmanpowereomplementtozm
This' ‘doés hot: include the thou'sands of
" seasonal’ workers ‘hired durm roduc-
. ﬁon-rampn v i

workers,” said DMCI Mmmg pre51dent
Cesar F. Simbulan Jr.

- DMCI Mining’s subsidiary Berong
Nickel Corporatlon (BNC) received
a suspension order from the Depart-
meht of Natural Resources (DENR)
" in Juneé this year due to the alleged

" discoloration of Barangay Berong s

- river system-and tributaries.

The following month, Zambales
Diversified Metals Corporation was
~ served-a suspension order due to “so-
. cialissues.”

“We are trying to retam as many

people as poss:ble by assrgmngv them
to our environmental rehabili tatlon
sites. But mine rehabilitation is I not as
labor intensive as nickel production so
we simply cannof absorb all of them ?
added Simbulan.. "~

In August, BNC employees taged

. a silent protest in front of the ro -

cial Capitol of Palawan, to urge the
Provineial Govemment to help f the
suspension; . N g

anda grou of mdlgenous peopl s:also
submltbed wntten appeals to Pre rdent
o uterte seelung ther open-

it ;_l;ecause “man;’!‘hves

depend on'it,

Over 1,500 re51dents and employees
and 424 mdlgenous peoples (IPs) sxgned
the Ietters . !

holders to update them on the sﬂ:ua- '

tion, They know that we are dm g our
best to’ reopen the mine sites, |
Simbulan; .

Accordmg to DMCI Minin they
have submitted additional docu ‘enta-
tion to DENR to support their appeal fo.
lift the suspensmns "

_ IO




o

SINCE - TDATE . UPPER HALF
MMIII.A@ BIII.I.ETIH g T
THE NATIQN’S IJFAD!NG NFWSPAPER j’AG’E L OWER MALF

STRAT FG!( COMMUNIC AIIOl\ AND INITIATIVES SERVICE

——

_OceanaGold Wlns award
as ‘most’ enwronmentally

responsible mining’

. OceanaGoId Philippines, Inc, is this
year 'S reclplent of the prestigious Presi-
. dential Mineral Industry Environmental
Award —the thighest award conferred
_ by the byt the Philippine Mine Safety and
Enw_ronmentlAssocxatlon (PMSEA).
: The PMSEA organized the award
“in coordmatlon with the Mines and
Geosciences Bureau, an agency of the
Department of- Natural -and Environ-
ment Resources durmg the 63rd Annual
- National Mine Safety and Envxronment
Conference held in Baguio City. -

The PM[EA gives the award every
year to outstanding mining companies
in line with the call for the Philippine

- mining mdustrytopromote and practice
- responsible mmmg

It recognizes outstanding levels of
. dedication, initiative and innovationin the
* pursuit of companies involved in various
. aspects of mineral utilization.

The award was established m com- .

. pliance with the policy that mineral
exploration and mining operation shall
- be pro~env1ronment and pro-people in
‘sustaining wealth creation and improving
quality of life.,
OceanaGold Philippines’ world class
operation in-Didipio Mine was also
awarded the 2016 Safest Mining Opera-

tion (Metallic Category) Safest Slurface
Mmmg Operation, Safest MmeraI Pro-
cessing (Cohcentrator Category) and
3rd runner-up for Best in Mining Forest
Program during the same event. |+

“We are grateful for these awards for
recognizing.our efforts in estabi[is'hing
high standards in environmental protec-
tion, safety and health managemeht and
community development, but what’
more important than public recogmtlon
is our continutous improvement and ap-
proval from our communities where we
operate that we're getting it right and
doing it the right way” said Chito Gozar,
Senior Vice President for Commumca—
tions and External Affairs of OceanaGoId
Philippines.

OceanaGold Philippines’ L[:dlpm
Mine in Nueva Vizcaya continues to
operate without interruption and contm-
ues to be a partner of the Departrrllent of
Environment and Natural Reso in
promoting responsible rmmng

“As the award recipient in 2015 and
this year, we believe that the Didipio op-
erationisthe template forwhat Presxdent
Duterte is seeking wiien stating his desire
for a responsible mining sector within the
Philippines,” said Mick Wilkes, Presxdent
and CEO of OceanaGold thppmes

- s
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Dlscretlon
Wltho_ut
accounta | 111ty‘?

STATIG b
MARVIN A. TORT -
| hlghly doubt if the planned audit of environme 1tal cert:flcates |
‘ w:II actually be comprehenswe-and falr
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Dicoretion whout pecomtability

he Department of En-
‘ I vironment - and ~Natural

Resourcés (DENR) is re-
portedly intending to 'start by
next month a new audit, ‘this time

- covering about 8§00 environmen-

tal permits issued to various proj-
ects. This is after the recent audit
of the mining industry, which
resulted in the closure and/or
suspension of numerous mining
operations nationwide.

I am all for 2 new audit, and re-
main supportive ‘of DENR efforts
to protect the environment and

. to conserve natural resources.

"However, I do not agree nor sup-

" port how the mining audit was

conducted, and in thisline, highly
doubt if the planned audit of envi-
ronmental certificates will act-
ally be comprehensive and fa1r
But, itis astart,

According to 4 news report
quoting a DENR official, guide-
. lines have'been drawn up for the
new audit, and that the 1mt1a§_1ve

‘may start-with an initial list of
the “most:pollutive industries.”
The list reportedly includes coal-
fired power projects that'are in
operation, under construction,
have not started construction but
already have environmental per-
mits, and those with pending en-
vironmental permit applications.
My fear, even during the min-
ing audit, was that DENR may
be exercising discretion without
clear accountability. In the bigger-
sense, halting mining operations
for perceived viclations, imag-
ined or otherwise, can'have ad~"
verse economic implications on
host communities, At the end of
the day,’if the community suf-
fers economically on the back of

-mistaken or misplaced zeal, what -

is the DENR accountablhty to
them?

Tuesday night Metro 'Mamla
suffered a major power outage af-

and som,'e parts of Luzon,,léland

; q 3
'Sta Ritajand San’ Luren}.o\pﬁé
plant #both of which 1 bqheve’
operate on, natural gas. " " 1::{
Tyfro f)l?mts outand a blg por‘
] tbe metropolis i ig.

.hats how thm,;pow“

masﬂs@ason and later on 1nﬁhe
er‘rmonths where

macle clear 1ts distike for coal even
early on What irritates me is the
fact that‘*a‘hy adverse regulatory

actlon on c0a1 by DENR — — Whetrh,

L

fecnngblgpaﬁs of the metropohs .

er nécessary dr;simply whimsi-
cal ~ will have'the indirect con-
sequence of possibly benefiting
non-coal power producers like
the Lopez family. '
Worse, power companies will
still have to seek administrative
and legal remédles against what
they may pe]::CElVE as unwar-
ranted action agamst them. These
remedies take tlme and it is quite
_ possible that d{irmg adjudication
of the issues that they will remain
suspended or Iclosed whether
as'operating concems or as plant
under constructlon
Again, whe’re does this put
power supply ih the near future
and in the long term? For sure,
this will have impact on the econ-
omy and consu{"ners. And, ifatthe
end of the day, the DENR is found
to be'remiss orito have abused its

- discretion, Wh_eit will its account- -

ability be to the industries, the

consurmers, an the econemy that

it f'aas unneteés anly damaged or
.Jpnejudaced"u, ,| ;
':wCoal~f1red ', an,ts reportedly
coqnt for 31 ﬁ»
n§talled capa ty,; and 34.2% of
“tdtal ,dependa le _capacity as of

end Decembe ; with Luzon and

- e}nporarlly, su waﬂl certainly

;:short Luzo a?d Metro Ma—
m.la will suffer the most forit.

é flzcatlon hgainst coal. In terms
o_f rankmg the ést pollutive in-
_,Elustnes worldwde whlle Big 0il

C.may be con51d?red top dog, the
-fashlpn mdus;E is actually con-

, -sidered a majo poliuter, but we
dop’tﬁuear DENRor other govern-
ment; agencies éomg after textile,

and clothmg n!:anufacturers for

enmronmental ‘damage

sl h‘)ﬂ.t.u.n‘...a_._--

'0f the country” s:

Frankly, 1 fiul to understand -
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" Disarehon w%oujr Occonnipabili by

oTh an Atigust 2015 Lepd'l't bY 4 ' chemitals and 25% of insecti- _hasbedn affected, it added.
environmental é'étw:st group . 'c1des Some genencally modlﬁed} . ‘At tHe'end of the day, the Usz-
EcoWatch, whichiitF 08 " varieties, which are resistant bekistanleaders in the 1950s who
lipe, the group notex “Wh P we | i . to some insects and tolerant of decidecﬁtlodivertthe rivers toirri-
think of pollutlon, we envlsxon 3 some- herbicides, now make up gate co:i':to'n' farms, were ultimate-
3;.»6031 power plants;* stnp- ned"'w . more than 20% oftheworld’s cot— ly responsible for irreversible
. motintaintéps and IaW sewage' ton crop ; R damageg to the environment and
v IMPea into, our waterwg We's I am not against cotton, nor  to theatommumty But, having
v “domt often think of. the shifts On the fashion industry. Neither is acted and exercised discretion in
| our backs Bu’c tht'ﬁ"o ~1m?ﬁCt 1 . EcoWatch, I believe. But, Fhigh: line with their official duties in
" light their report only to empha- PUTSUI& of what they perceived
size the need for us to see things - then t “be the common good,
from a broader p'erspieétive,‘ and . there isno legal accountability to

for regulators as well as'the pub*’ be expected from them. =

L supply chairis of produchan, AW
" material, textile manufacture,
clothing construction, shi pmg, 3

- lictobeopen-minded and more Ll i
Con o . C ot : T
discerning. There is much more . n

* {0 environmental protection and . MARVIN A, TORT is  former
retail, use and ultirately dlsP osal.s . sustainable development than manaing éditer of
of the garment... fa'shmn carbon ‘ . : BusinessWorid, and a
fi tis tremendous? ¥ meets the eye. o . former chairman
- ootprm Js trem *. Personally, I never realized ofthe thppmes
%7 “Determining that”‘fg?tg * ' that garments and fashion - Press Countcil . _gx“
»an oYerwhelming ch,allen can actually be considered maturt@gyit:_«: comﬁzi 3 +E4-

o ‘to the 1mmensewanetyf ,
t e
o garment to the next gener
‘séssmeht must takg into-ac

not only obvious poﬁuq‘

pollutlve or damaging to
the enwronment Nei-
ther did I con51der that

" cotton farmlng has -

 pesticides used in'g Farriing,” its downsides. But
~ the toxic. dyes ﬁsed 1r&‘manuf‘§ﬁ-\ ©  EcoWatch noted
: 6un“t10f’ i that in Uzbekistan,
: ] which is the world’s

sixth leading pro-
ducer ‘of cotton,'
rivers that were
diverted in the
1950s to provide -
irrigation for cot- -
ton production
hdve 'dried up,

* moré than 5,000 ga]10ns of water B resultirig in the
“to manufacture just a T-shirt and' death of _fishe.erfes
a’'pair of jeans, Synthetic, man- : and. communities
made fibers, while not as water- ' relying on them:
intéensive, often have issnes with ‘ “Over tlme, the
manufacturing pollution and” _ sea becarhe.over-
sustainability. And across all o s.alxnat?c_l:‘apd‘ laden
textiles, the manufacturmg 'and s 'W"lth fertilizer a-nd pes-,

. dyemg of fabncs is chemmally L £ - tieides from the nearby
intensive.” : fields. Dust from the dry,

ftcotton is the world’s ‘most ) exposed lakebed! contam-ﬂ"-;_".

commonly used natural ﬁbei- and - ingthese c}aemxcal.s and salt®
is in nearly 40% of our clotlnng : - sat!}rgted the air, creatinga pub- y
it is one of the most chemieally ¢ lic'health crisis and settling onto -

de endent cro s m the : farm fields, contaminating the
."np “ p . WO{'l_d . éoil 2RenWatch noted: Ruen the -
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DENR-Zambales
En]hanced NGP

IBA Zambales The Department
.benwron'mentand Natural Resources
(DENR) recentlyunvelled its Enhanced
Natlonal Greemng Program (NGP) with
'vanous representatives from People s
‘ Orgamzantms (PO).
; In Zamba]es, the provincial DENR
ﬁfﬁce held a Workshop whiéh focused on
nnplementmg program activities,
¢ Zambales Governor Amor Deloso
of the Prownce of Zambales graced
the said meetmg which was attended
by represe{ltatlves of NGP’s.37 PO
partners, Lqudemlrs Salae, pfovincial
environment and natural resources
- Officer, Manfe Castﬂlo commumty en-
wronment and natural resource officer
of Olongapo Cxty (CENRO- Olongapo)
. Raymond Rivera of CENRO-Masmloc,
and DENR-i Eambales NGP staff.’
‘:'- In his speech the governor lngh-
hght'ed*the npportance of coordination
betw nLGUsandnahonaldepar@ent
ofﬁ thevalueof caring for one’s. own
value of environmehtal
N piinsisting, “Zambales is
for, the Zambalenos ” He' stated”that
e provmcd of Zambales 1s blessed
RE

launch
with natural resources whlch evg ryone
should take care of. ;: , . oy
Deloso also asked the partlclpants
to maintain or 1mprove the condltlons
of their NGP areas. S
He then asked the partlclpant coop-
eration in improving the quality of land
in Zambales and in greening Zambales’
mountams for the next generatlons
Salac said the “37 People’s .Orga-
nizations, mostly mdlgenous p=oples
and locals are key partners in the
nnplementatlon of NGE” _ ;-?& :
Headded: "Doyourbestconsiatently
in establishing and. canng foryour NGP
sites in order to reap more out ofit in the
yearsbooome and miaximize thebeneﬁts
of NGE, M ge;-_SO as' NGP is extended
through EO* 3,’ NGP 2017 will Pave a
different 1mp1ementatmn approaeh ﬂ’l.lS
time mcorporaimg livelihood aspec
Salac challenged the part1c1plants to
prove that their respectlve plantations
areevidentand frirqtful inrelation {cr their
payments In turn, ‘he assured tl‘lat the
deparl:mentmll support their eﬁorts
To: date PENRO-Zambale ifrom
2011 to 2016 was’ able to plant|; about
12,697,777 seedlmgs on a: total of
15, 814 55 hectares Do

uf‘r
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DENR Calabarzon 1ntens1ﬁes

env1ronmental governance efforts -

Secretary Gma L}opez v

Execuive- ‘Regmnal D1rec“tor
Reynulfo Juan said durlng the “Kapi-
han sa PIA” that the new pillars on
environmental governance focus-on

éstablishing strong civil society orga-

mzatmn (C50) engagements in the

reglon : D
. Juan émphasized that the” grass- :
roots and integrated area-based ap- ,
proach mstltutmnahzes community ' ;
participation from the CS0, academe, -
" soclety‘and the benefits from these ~
ing’ from policy formulatmg, planmng, it
nnplementmg, momtormg, and unpact 4
. both government through the DENR
: and the| CSO as partners rather than

media and:other stakeholders start—

auditing.

“While the department perfonns 1ts
two-gronged mandate on regulatory
and. development we are now sh:ftmg
towards the development aspect where
takmg care of our environment also
entails making our commuuiities happy
and economically prosperous through

sustamaible enterprises,” Juan said.
Juan also said that part of these
change is transforming identified
Natmnal Greenmg Program (NGP)
. sites in o a ring of economic growth
where hlldren and communities cah
learn T
He ald all identified NGP s1tes |
could e managed by the people’s i
organiz tlons communities and civil

undertalnngs will redound to them.
“The new approach also calls for’

the ersti hnle critical and contranan

dynarmlcs on most issues,” Juan sa1d

Juan announced that the DENR i is
tapplné the youth sector, volunteers
and enwromnental “patrollers” to be
“garth ri,‘arnors »

Lo
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'y' Envu‘o me “and
: {l ( %NRO)
teamhas destroyed charcoallnlns"'  the
ﬁ;owns of Villareal and Sta. Margarita.
? CEN'R0,0fﬁcer Mar Torres saidin a

é‘”a%ed b_ in-Villareal ‘andapﬂgon in
5,:{& -‘Margari a;are ﬂlegalgbecause;they
"glgrovefor ma]angcharc(?al. The
. A *‘-‘ff i

‘p : ss confenence the more than 45kilns

't
‘ Taclﬁl?_%

demen“ |

laws’ anevbemgzreadxed agamst hem.

) AEENReagual employee sFud that
in Vlllareal’ fchﬂdren as young‘as first

o graders are already experts in handling
'the bulkan which can ‘produce atleast
" twor bags of charcoal. '~

v, Asked what alternative- hvellhood
‘ §§R could provide the charcoal
f maf(ers, ‘PENR Officer Elpedio Simon
salg some P20 million has been set
aside for the National Greenmg Pro-
% g"fé%GP) in the areas where there

are many illegal charcoal kilns. . :

- “There are people s orgamzatlon
:

e e

[
here under contract with DENR for
NGRByetitissadhat, they are stlll don‘lg
this,” Slmon said.

He urged the’ coasta] barangays
to stop destroying the mangrove that
protects them once calamltles| océur.
“It is absolutely lllegal to cut mangrove
species,” Simon said. - :

He said mangroves are dlverse
ecosystems where fish, crabs and other:

marme llfe spawn (PIA) .
[

[N
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ILOILO CITY — A #10-million

_research project seeks to tap tradi-

tional knowledge in presérvation of
ecosystems in Western Visayas.

and Natural Resources (DENR-6)
" has asked the University of the
Phllxppmes Visayas. (UP Visayas)
in Iloilo to do research for abook on

-the traditional knowledge systems’

of Panay and Guimaras Islands.
“The book will revitalize the
core culture of Panay and Guimaras
Islands. It will create an impact on
cultural resiliency and sustainable

development,” said DENR-6 Re-

glonal Director J ﬁn@Sampulna

Natlve knowledge

The Departmentof Environment -

-

TETT

' DE R~6‘ has released an m1t1al

' P5-ﬁﬁf’hbﬁ to UP. Vlsayjas, which

will¥gbndiiét Tield work|to gather
indigenous knowledge |in Aklan,
Antique, Capiz, Guimarasj and Iloilo
provinces. ’
The book is seen as vital in un-
derstanding the'role of i#ldigenous
knowledge in pursuing policies on
environmental preservatmn and
climate change adaptations.
Sampulna added that the book
on traditional knowledge systems
is a pét project of Sen tor Loren
Legarda, chairperson of the Sen-
ate’s committee on enwronment
(TaraYap) =~ ‘ -
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llocos Sur |
_j.-mayor,_ |
~official face
‘suspension

“VIGAN CITY, liocos Sur: The Sangguniang'Pan- |
*lalawigan ($P) hete has Tecommended t6
'suspend for 60 days Tagudin town Mayor |
*Roque Jun Veiz‘c_;sa Jr. and a councilor.
‘pending investigation of criminal and
‘administrative charges filed againstthem.
& Vice Gov. Eric Singson, SP presiding
* officer, said the suspension of the mayor -
‘and Councilor Arthur Chua will be
“‘implemented once Gov. Ryan Singson
-~signs the resolution. ' ' C
The Local Government Code, among
 others, states that the provincial board
 “has the adihér’itjr tp‘;recommend‘ sus- -
. Pension orders for local officials facing
“investigation. o i
- Versoza and Chua are facing charges
 for grave misconduct,- gross insubordi- .
nation, abuse of authority and condict :
, unbecoming a public official filed by em-
- Ployees from the business permits office .
.~ Noreen Sibayan, Gema Chiu and Joel
' Pastores - and Provincia Environment

.and Natural Resources Officer (PENRO) _
Reymund Singi. . 7T
_ The complainants said Versoza abuised
-, his power for not allowing quarry op:-.
erators to carry out: quarrying activities
' "despite a permit is'sued'l by the PENRO !

office headed by Sinai, '

.., Versoza, h,ow‘evep told The Manila

‘Times that his action-was based on the

. complaint of his town mates affected
by the quarrying, which he described as
illegal and the opetators did not secure
a new permit ) operate in Tagudin and ;
-in the barangay (villages) where theis ,5
ioperations are located, ' i
. Versoza, throtigh a resolution and .
iordinance pa'sé{e't’]:, by the Sangguniang

Datead orm
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COal | here to stay,
~says DOE chie

'l

PH must balance pressmg demands for energy secur:ty,i

¢ st

By DaximL. Lucas
@daxINQ

' Coal-fired power plants willre-
main 3" permanent fixture—de-
spite -the' strong lobby against

-them: by environmeéntalists-and .
proponents of other energy
sources—becartise. these could

help the Phlhppmes l‘apldly
meet its growing: energy needs’-
cost- efﬁt:lently, the Depart-

ment of Energy said | yesterday..

‘ At the 'same time, however,- -
policy ‘makers recognized the le- -
gmmate concerns of coal power’s,
‘ opponents and vowed to balance |
the concerns of all stakeholders in
the country, according to Energy
Secretary Alfonso Cusi.
“The signs of the times seem -
to tell us that coal is here to stay,”
he smd in a speech delivered at”

~ ever, that the energy and environ-

~ mental landscape has changed

v dramatically lnthe 35 years since

‘¢bal power was ﬁrst adopted lo-
cally SRR

‘ “Growing concetns about the

© environment and climate change .
reluctably find ourselves, caught

have triggered public clamor for
clean and sustainable energy. As &
-dutiful member of the interna-
‘tional - .community,. we

_gation,” he said.
‘ “But then agam,k our country’s
socidl and econoriic, circum-

stances have also. changed " he'.

AAARA “TATA awn Tmnas hee dlan dvorie

have.
pledged to actively contribute to -
the cayse of climate change miti- -
curity,

emnronmental sustalnablllty and eeonomlc competltlveness

* the 2016 Coal Busmess and Pohcy
" Forum in Makati City, even as the ;

.. energy chief stressed that the i 1m—
plementauon of coal energy poh- :

, €y ‘must be done right” to ad-
dress the criticism being Ieveled

agamstlt. ‘ -
“One quarter, says that’ ‘clean

coal’ is thie wave of the future, the
game-changer in -the coal-fired )
power industry,” Cusi'said: “How-
ever, another quarter argues the'
opposme that it is not only a total ' .
mtsnomer butis utterly nnp0551-

“ble” g
Data from the Deparl:ment of

|<-

1. Energy showed that coal power
provides the single- blggestsource :

+of electricity for the country ‘to-
. day. As of 2015, 45 percent of the
Pthppmes generated: electnmty
came from coal—a’ sharp _rise

from the 1-percent share lt had -

have gone down on the interna-

‘tional market and the bullish ex-

pectatlons in the US of a resur-

. gence of its coal industry: due to
‘recent political developments
‘might push prices even Jower..

“Because of all these, we in-

between the horns of an ‘energy

trilemma’,” Cusi said. “We grapple

with the difficult task of trying to

find the balance among the equal- -

ly pressmg demands of eriérgy se-
environmental ~ sustain-
ability and econormc competl-

' tweness

Akey hurdle for the coal pow-

PR R, D — -

We have pledged
o actlvely

: contrlbute to the
- cause of climate

change mitigation

!

Alfonso Cusi
lli_nergy Secretary

when, thée country first began to
"use coal as a power source in 1981.
“And|: with new coal-fired
.power plants inthe ofﬁng, the fig-
lure is expected to increase, or at
‘the very|least, remain so for a
\considerable period,” Cusi said.
The |‘ lergy chief noted, how-

A"

posed by|another major player in
‘the industry First Gen Corp,
‘which| is controlled by the Lopez
Ifamlly from which the environ-
ment ch1ef hails. First Gen's
Targest generatlon plants are
.powered by natural gas, which is
:the closest/rival to coal—albeit
‘slightly l more expensive—in
‘terms of cost structure -

. Cusi said he believed, howev-
er, that coal has a role to play in
the. P}uhppmes so-called “energy
Jnix,” espemaﬂy in providing
cheap and reliable baseload pow-

" ‘er amid jthe country’s steadily

growing electricity needs.
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- " entists  that
not to wake up the sleepmg

‘monster of, Morong_ from its

[40]-Year slumber. It’s better to

., keep the plant 1dle rather than

. to create a. hlghly ‘toxic prob- B

" lem that our country ' cannot ;

handle,” Rene - Pineda, 'EcoW--
aste’s clean air and renewable

energy advocate, sa1d in :a
statement. - ' i

“How do BNPP pushers in-+
tend to manage store and dis--

‘pose of the tonis of highly toxic
waste. that w1ll be generated
whei we cannot.even effectives

- ly deal withi our ordinary house-
- hold dlscards‘«"” he said. s

y ‘hazards given Mt. Natlb’s status

dvogs: waste ons e,

asan acnve volcano.

zed. countrxesE like' the'
| | States,” he saxd refer-

ase _,Umon of Concerned Sc:1-‘

waste-disposal problem has be-

come a major challenge for poli:
cymakers J[as] nuclear fuel-te: -
¢mains dangerously radioactive"
-for thousands of years after itis-
i:no longer useful in & commer-:

ne

cial reactor.”
" Pineda quoted Greenpeace
USA as saying that “there is still

ng :
produced by nuclear planis.”.

US leaks radiation into the envi-

"fonment and nuclear plants

themselves are running out of

- Ways to store highly radioactive

3

[ ENE VRN

stead of
_ Philippine

“thel-. resultmg";.

'safe reliable solution for deal— -
with the radioactive waste”’
clear reac or is removed. The
~“Every waste dump.in. the

—

fPineda said.
‘ e} pushed instead
" for clean 'tn ergy sources, “In-
LgOmg nuclear, .the
! ould go all-out for
.clean, safe and renewable ener-
gy source “that are plentiful in

‘ Pineda said.
Geolog t Kelvin Rodolfo, in
an updatqd <$cientific review,
said BNPE:proponents should -

’ siudy aJu ’E 2005 report of the

“US think ank Council on For-
eign Relat ons on “Are Nuclear
. Spent Fuel Pools Secure?”
“Nuclear fuel becomes spent,
or used, acher it has beeninare-
actor for between about 4.5 and
six years The fuel is not actually
* exhausted at this point, but is no
-longer an[economlcally viable
“heat source,” the report said.
It sald “Every i8 to 24
‘months, about a third of the fuel
+'of an operatmg commercial nu-

fuel is . hlghly‘ radioactive and
continues to ‘produce a large
amount of heat through ra-
"diocactive decay, called decay
heat, after its J;emoval Y INQ

P,




