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analyzed the DNA locked in 28
~ largé.sejzures of 1v01]y (at least

half""'a‘ton each) mad]e between

1996 and 2004, and matched it
- tol,350 DNAsamples taken from
) T . ‘dunggatheredat 71's of;s across
- IO 29 djfferent countrie}:

o . .. 3
LEPH ANT poachlng 1S allve and qu they could map the ivory’:

soutces, 5ind watch as patterns of

well—and the ‘elephants &re not.  poaching chinged as eléphants iv

one country dwindled of as politi-

. A team Of SClentIStS examlnlng cal pressure ramped; uph
- But some suggestedl hat these

seized shipmenitsiof elephant tusks' = .o himents mikht mot b
from Africa have found that the vast o
majority of the'ivory came from et_-nm'e_r,;; StPCkplleS |;__j_
elephants that dleci w1th1n the last - “Welliwe don't need ¢

much because there’s _'

three Yeal"S " . ‘piles of 1vory, 50 we Fe\'gettmg
‘ ) legacy- 1vory into th market

— ——_ and other ‘people wene saying,

B The sobering results, pubhshed 4 o CentralAﬁlcanfbrest elephants NO ng, no these are. all recent

in the Proceedings of the National | “have fallenbyan estimated 62 per- ! eath . | .
K 5,

Academy of Sciences, reveal that: the“. " gentfrom 2002 to 2011 A¥the Sel- | ;. Cerlmg saxd
kllhng,,af elephants for their.ivo ‘oub Wildlife Reserve in Tanzania, | : -To answer that qhestxon. the

is conti‘ﬁumg ata dlsturbmgpace savannaelephantshave declmed 661 i refseartihers analyzecif:al samplég
avamdgilanhantnamilationearragd M Einde fonm 20N0 £ 2013 4‘70 lvorytaken from1 large caches
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E\gph ant peachers ore. nard: at work...

thanks to the Cold War- fueled
nuclear arms race.

The us and Russia’s spate of
n‘hclear testing in the,1950s and
1960s nearly doubled the global
concentration of a certain carbon
isotope, carbon-14, by 1963. That
spike of carbon-14 is recorded in
tree rings, in the bottom of the

« ~0ceang;-feven, in our-own:teeth.
- Because thisisotope’s abundance
hasbeen decliningatawell-known
rate in the years since, scientists

. can use the carbon-14 conéentra-

. . tion to tell when a hvmg t1s%ue

first formed.
Theresearchersfound thatsome

- 90 percent of'the ivory was taken

+ + from anin a‘ls that died less than

" thiree ‘years-before the ivory was

' se1zedbygovernmentoff1c1als Out

@EBI analyzed specn;g'ens, only
had alag time longér than six
years, theaut'hors wrote,

+ “Thatmeans alloftheivorythat’s

be1ng Beized by customs is. [from]’

i+ very récently killed eIephanﬂts,
Cerlmg said. “So, indeed, t c13151s
is severe 1f we're gomg to: Feserve

 showed that "lega-

‘nment stockplles,

as some had feared. “So that sa -’

-very positive finding, that we're

; not leaking out of |

not fmdmgﬁ 'Vernment offn:Jals

to happén, : erhng said. Part of
the pmblem isthat, while demand
for ivory in Europe. and North
Amerlcahas dropped, markeligm
in Southeast A51a, such as Ch na,
Vietnamand the Philippines, have
been growing.

“So, Basically in 1989 in North
America and Europe, most pe ople
said, “OK, yeah, this jsabad th; ng,
and so ivory very qu1ckly ‘became
somethlng that’s not 4. desirable
object,” Cerlmg said. “But tljlat s

. not ‘true in’ Sotitheast Asia— and

so when thieir economy 1mprovéd,
it becatrie a desirable object.” -
Educating potential consumers
inthesecountriesiskey, he added—
as is working with courts to en]fuze
that they meteout severe sent n. s
for brealung natiopal and itite)
tionallaw \p oaching. -

lasAngefes T:mes/TNS

. lot to do,” Ce rhng '
sald "And we've got to do it fast®
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7 “* DoT promiotes Tubbataha Reef '
elfrJ_ToiJ fisth Secretary Wandd Tulfo-Teo presented the first ever coffee table
I B0k on TubbatahaReef, ajt the sidelines of this year's World Travel Market I
l. {(WTM}, during her recent trip ta London, England. “This book encapsuiates
| ?ﬁé deptHiand breadth of-our magnificent and rich marine heritage, and |
| drongly amplifies ‘our country's proud posit@n as the center of marine
. biodiversity. More than enticing global divers o enjoy this God-given gift,
I this book-will drive forward our advocacy on énvironmental conservation l
sind protection,” Teo said at the ExCel Convention Centre in London last Nov.
| $:2016. According to her, the Department of Tourism (DoT) is doubling its
I ‘Riforts to position the;Philippines as a sports tourism hub, banking on the
I golintry’s growing niche markets such as diving and-marine sports. While
Liatest data from DoT show that the Philippine diving industry only makes up

x i

T547 percent market share of the 7.3 million active divers worldwide, country

1[ 7 ,F_aws a strang following from diving enthusiasts and environment advocates
1

| of possessing 97,030 hectares of waters and reefs comprising Southeast
l IAré_ia_'s only purely marine Unexco World Heritage Site. The country is also
gfoud for it being declared an Asean Heritage Site and a Flyway Network
| | Hie. The Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park was established in 1988 by late
|| President Corazon Aquino. I exists as a wonderful testimony of biodiversity |
i éggin? home to soi? saecig;yozf 1fish. 360 sgec;es kosf cirals (halg of all thg |
| %oral species in the Wworld)} 21 species of sharks, s ates and rays, 1
I Wpecies-of dolphins and whales, and t\.\]rq of seven species of marine turtles, :
.| ‘namely the hawk bill and.green. Itis a 50 an important source of livelihood
| sind is a revenue generator beinga |é¥ding dive tourism'site. The reef is 2
sprotected area of the Philippines locatéd in the middle of Sulu Sea. The
il'!marine and bird sanctuary cpnsists of two huge at_f_i_l'ls.”(:f!_amfed the North
- i {Btoll and South Atoll)'and the smaller Jessie Beazlé}Ree¥ covering a total
T | warea of 97,030 hectares. It is located 150 kilometers southeast of Puerto .~
| Princesa City, the capital of Palawan province. The uninhabited islands and |
| ofeefs are part of the island municipality of Cagayancillo, Palawan, located

I ar;‘o‘ughly 71‘ 30 kms'ﬁ(_)_ thhrlc?['glleast of the reef. | - . Ed Velasco »
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. Department of Tourism Assistant, Semetary Frede
from last) graced the launchipg of “The Tubbataha: A National Treasure, |
a coffee table book which featmes st ’hmg phdtographs’ of one of;
Tubbataha's great fans., ManaTelesa La ishi i
‘ Floirendo'of the Don Antonio’ 0.- Floire

reefs onour pianet. .- . ' i it
The CNN travel website, onngo com, ra ,,kﬁt anfong ‘the top eig
. dive sites in the world. - ' ‘
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+ which ended and upended thousands of
lives in Eastern Visayas and '

only  the physical ‘landscape but also.

fects of climiate change..

in Hawaii cited its. su_staj_ned_314-kilomete'rs-per—.

Prepare for such a featsome sho '
‘The body count of OVeE6;000 remaing staggering,
“I thought it was e ¢

misplaced priorities of ‘the 'government— s

local and the nationa] levels—became 2 comp; ible

mix that exploded” when Yolanda, barreled in on
* Nov. 8, 2013, ‘Ubac wrdte, ' .
Climate legislation . had’
been in place after the ear-
lier tumultuous passage of
Tropical Storm “Ondoy? -
and Typhoon “Pepeng.” But
the government, for one:
Teason or another, was.

Tacloban City, Ground Zero
of the catastrophe, ...

s e scuno samt - PUBLIC SEGTOR

tration's response to the
housing Crisis. For exam-

ple, thg National Housing - Ns‘-"n". . E,
s, MSTIUTIONALZE,
C;hr?égp%qgnﬁmﬂgﬂéfs but m THE FRWA]'E

none has been completed
up to now. Many People's
lives are still on hold three .
years after the fact. Sen, ¢
Loren Legarda has won-

3

g

ETOR HAS |

G "'?:{.":.
he past week-was-devoted to 3 remem- .
bering of the tempest called “Yolanda,”,

elsgwhere -
three, years»ago, and, rearrangéd not -

‘many: people's cavalier view of the ef-
There had  never been anything . like.
Yolanda. The joint Typhoon Warning Center ,

CONTHUES TO %

2016, and expressed hoge that the construction of

permanent housing coul Ibe fast-tracked.

' That thifigs were and'will never be the same

dgain’ affer Yolanda isg ciyite clear. Yet it offered
. Valuable lessons in survival and resilience, which

- the public sector contimfss to institutionalize, and

.the privgte sector has ta

en'to heart, to help save
j

lives in succeeding catastrophic storms,

fi

i The Board of Investments recently approved P76

 billion in investments aimed at fast-tracking rehabil-

itation and redevelopmenp projects. Notable among

.these are the 1 renewable-energy projects which,

_ for climate action, joining WO

7

1 Hﬂ_'ﬂ T NS I A ARt

{ETITOFFERED -~
sluggish in respondirig to-. VMUABE,E EESSUNS'N
SIS SN g
RESILIENCE, WHiCH?

accordirig to Trade Undersecretary Ceferini Rodolfo,
are crucial in stabilizing | the stricken areas, and
“aligned with the government's strategy to move
into the medium- to Iong-tel;l_m:rei:_overy and rehabil-
itation of areas highly affecﬁgd by calamities,”

‘ President Duterte, i :Tacloban for the
commmemoration of Yoia %’a's third anniversary,
ordered officials to complete the new shelters for

the homeless survivors by December. “I must ddmit .

that the government has fallen short, very short, of

the expectations of the people,” the President was

reported as saying, He added that the rehabilitation
projects “shouig all have been completed one year
after”Yolanda,. . i

- Aresult of the Yolanda experience, Ubac wrote,
is, that the Philippine government has' become 2
champion for fighting climgte change: “Overright,
Filipino officials ‘metamorphosed into champions
] ld leaders at the 2015
Paris climate change sururij i“i:"rclamoring for an
end to carbon emissjons.” Indeed, the Philippines,
as a.cojntry most vulnerable to the effects of clj.
mate change, is making sure that it would not again
be caught as flat-footed as wfgﬂi’olanda hit,

The bottom line is this: the: Philippines’ post-
nuing rehabilitation,
Spanning administrations, shepherded by good
intentions, intelligent planning, and a hopefully ap-
propriate budget, even if occasionally stytiiied by
bureaucratic red tape. But firsk Let's ratify the Paris
Agreement. L

.o (o

—_
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FEAR AND HOPE: CLIMATE CHANGE
~ AND A TRUMP PRESIDE ’

ICY 2

Perla Baltazar, REm. griculture; Julia WOlf, Food and Agriculture Organization; Undersecretary Gloria Mercado,

serving as thelPhlllppiﬁ"é*Hé"a% of Deiegation;-Anbnlo La Vina, Ateneo School of Government; Railla Puno, Climate Change
Commission; and Kathleen Anne Capiroso of the National Economic ar'nd'Developmenf'Authority.

D e
‘ " TheUnited Statoe i&niimroiis =y Agree éng. He has also said that he1
By Renee Karunungan, party tathe negotiroo b At ""“‘ta'zi!busa"funding from S climate.
DONALD Trump has officially have, il today, influericedithss  Cangeelated programe, I !
become the 45th president of the EEQQF@E‘Qns strongly. This is'largely: | E“”“g inding t?t‘fax?cractin o driIIiF:i
United States of America, a-win that  becausethe US ranks first out o83, fnoﬁnﬁc’i‘slugregnatural asg rifing
has sent some shock’and worry - Spuntiesresponsiblefor30pefcente: | R the lineup of possible’
for environmentalists and climate ?Bi%‘gba!' P toric emis%iqﬁ:’f’sh"‘ J cabinet)] E)'sitions Trump has seemed
activistsaround theworld. - 18502012, From 2012, the/Ufited | {0 maics it a priority to put all cimate
The US electionstcame-at.the, r dgé} 2s ranked second{giChing, © g\ epticdin hisadministration. According
sametime that the 22pd Conference ‘lean-?i Jcing 17 peréefitof globai - to a?\a icle by Politico, Trump might put
O awarko tHei@t" o the'aSl?pﬁmls rﬁeans;c_ quth‘? Forrést Lucas, an oil e;cecutive or Sarah
Framework on Climéate Ghangewas:. erﬁi’ttnlt'? States, the biggest cirbon” - palin, \ifose campaign in 3010 was
happening in Marrakech, Morocco. ™ ' ,?{»;ble Paris 'Agf‘;?%merfit;Wi!f o il o sacretary. .
The COP is an annual conference neanpothing. | U Acc '?r'] 010 JesseBragg of Corporate
of governments to discuss how . ﬁﬁé’gupzp}a vacal climateyskeptic, Accou gﬁlilitylntemational theinterior
to prevent dangergys man-made - i"é""re . “er? s of 3 reverfal of the *  cocretafffis an important position as it
cimate change. . . 'feytﬁ ‘te~$s‘:‘""F athds beén made in oversees the National Parks System in - -
Last year's COP ingaris produced ;ﬁieln: TY_E?rs in t_ermg of climate the LS Lnd mareimportantly the Bureau -
the Paris Agreement, a climatetreaty . h Hon. Trump, during his campaign, | of Land Management -
hailed as historical bymmany. ‘ 198 said that climate change “was -~ - «Tp,kse are where lease agreemerits
The Paris Agreement was built créated by and for the Chinese in for foskil fuel extraction happen on

on the foundation of trust and was : gj%er fo make Hslma nufactiring
built on more than two decades of . ~ Nonrcompetitive”and that if elected -
negotiations. While over a hundred resicien ’he‘.wr!l “cancel” the Paris extraction projects inthe US;’says Bragg.
countries have already ratified itand st e . And-quite more obviously, the’
while it has officially taken effect , - energy, secretary and the Environment
“last Nov. 4, it still stands on fragile - Proteqtion Agency (EPA) aiso play an

[ R AN

national fands. It’s animportant position
for stopping expansion of fossil fuel

it o
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K
- well-known for opposing progressive

- more,

Cuil MATE  CHANGE

R e

% J‘ThéEPAls seen 1o be handed over

Myron Ebell, a knowh climite skeptic

rpFise Rstitute. Itig an Stganization

-and’antofficial at the Gompetitive
o

environmental policy, They have also
‘been involved in the invéstigation on
Bxocon Mobil en'spreading climate denial
despite kriowing about climate change
Inthe 1970'%, :

Harold Hamm, on the other hand, is
a candidate as energy secreta ry. Hamm
is-the CEQ of Continental Resources,

- @ major-oil producer, and has been
- advocating to cut down on oiland gas

reg'ulét'ions's_o_-that the'US can préduce

Trump'’s clear stand ot climate
change, togetherwith these new people
in his govémment will certairily hapnper

-any efforts being made tbday{by-,'tﬁe rest,

oftheworld, =~ _

But while many have become quite
fearful that the Us might pull qut of the
Paris Agreement soon, SegoleneRoyale,
Frérich minister for environment'and

be too easyfor the US to do 50, b

year-long notice period, so there will be
four stable years” she said; - ’
" “Carioll Muffé, presideit of Cefitér for

"Intenational Environmerital Law (GIEL); -

wand - Johnso
COP 21 president, assured that itwillnot .

AND A TRump Pees—/psm(,y

also sees it as a must for the UJEto keep
toits promise, L
“The Parls Agreement wasiﬁsigned
and ratified: not by a President} but by
the United States itself. As a matter of
international law, and as a m atter of
human survival, the nations of theworld
can, must, aid will hold the United
States toits climate commitmeqftjs,”said
Muffet; . P
Other organizations are now, trying
to see this as &h opportunity forTrump,
whois also awell-known businessrhan,
1o invest in renewable energy able to
compete with ‘other countries s arting
todoso.. ! ;‘ i
“President elect Trump has the
oppartunity to¥atalyze further laction
on climate'that ‘sends a clear signal
to investors to lgeéQ the transition to

a renewable-powered econo Ny on

- track. China, India, and other eco 1omic
~compgtjtor

a:';g*racing to be the global
clean. énerg;&,syﬁgr;pgwén"and the US
doesn't want; pbeleftbehind?saifi Tina
ofliate Action Netwaik US,

*.“Mdanwhile, the negotiators inside

v . » COP22continuewith business, kn wing
“The Pari§ Agreement prohibitsyany +
. exit'for a period of three years, plus a

that climate change will not wait f<:)r the
US to take-aétion before it hits any of
their countries. N
- Kaffu,__hﬁng‘&’_h’is‘ an outreach
manager for Climate Tracker.. |

i
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- BAsA '|ﬁigﬁm'.
. TAREM, Pangasinan

L Ylaug -ylang” (Canan-

,JH. R ;;r. .dmataor“llan J;ang”
in Tagalog) acivss over 1,000 hie S
in this provinee’s 2nd Dlstru’:f til

L2047, Pangasisoom wtandstobetheworld

capitalof thi- llnlodﬁ'omtheplant
. Indigenous . "’lnhppmes N
' Philippir: o to be the world’
main suppli - o yhang: ylang egsen-
tial oil for ;. :wie production. But
through ihe - o its productlon has
diminishes!,

The cousr. - vlang- ylangmﬂustry _
died over e . g when the. ]i‘rench )
planied ane . - need better-quahty
ylang-ylang :© - en Comoro Island
using trecs i e Phlhppmes RO

Now, 'n.i 7 san 2nd Dlstrlct Rep.
Leopolde D i initiated theJQI'OJect
of planting - | \lcmg trees in part-
‘nership wi.' 1 Reyes, owner:of
Chenyworid, - | the country’s. lead—

- ingperlume | hwlors, G

Bataeizs . ;muec $athree-

thaod for¥he people;
 hange; and-bring-
-+ of the country’s very

fold missivn: .
responscioe 1.
inghack the: - -

own Philippin v ong-ylang. -
Bm:i-;. S Iiveiihpbd
He is op!i tiniic thaf the target

| \“1‘ il the target of plant- -

sq all-year round : i

- ingserve:

area for ylang-ylang plantation will ERE
be accomphshed next year with. the
continuous seedling production and
transplantmg now bemg undertaken

in this town.

. The congressman sa1d the process .
would speed up if re51dents realize the
importance of propagating yIang ylang 5
and ichoos¢ to plant it thes selves in ‘
their own pIots of land. - )

Exp]aimng how prormsmg 1t would
be a8 a livelihood source, Rep. Bataoil
said an ylang-ylang seedling will bear
ﬂowers in five years’ tlme and it will do-

upcommlgplanhng season by J une 2017
to cover rfmd finish the 1,000 hectares of
plantatlon 111 the éntire district.

three kllos of flowers weekly and fetch -
a price of P60 per kilo. That equals to
P'180 per--tree 'm a weelc id,
vRewwng lost glory
“The| Philippines used to be the
main supplier of ylang-ylang essential

will be'p_l'lt%up by an. i ,
district to ‘assure plan rs f a ready '

market,” he added. 7 e, but we lost that oppor-
BRI tunity wh en ‘other countries ventured
Cllmate change response into it,” bewalled Bataoil.

. The Philippines, beinga partner in: He 1s ‘thankful though that, like
the worldwxde call for environmental  him, Chemworld’s Reyes shares the
protection and climate change’ xmhg' - . belief that the Philippines can regain
tion, prormotes the National Greening . ¢ its statué :as the world's main essential
Program (N 'GP) and ylang ylang plant- -oil supp er
Athat purpose, It: organized-
‘and accredited Peoples Orgamzahons
(POs), supports them to plant tlmbe, g
wide barren public lands, @ - ‘
. Under the project, a hundred hect—
ares have already heen planted with
ylang-ylang in Aguilar, Bugallon and
Mangatarem.

‘With the rebirth of the Phlhppme
ylang ylang in this town, Bataorl wants
to prove that since the tree is.native to
the country, it would easxly cover large‘
tracts of land in no time. i-_.

“Thisis why, seedling produchon and

tranenlantinm ic annbniianahrhaine Annn

. donated three Hydraulic Ram Pumps
to ensure that the seedlings are pro-
-vided thh water especially during
summertlme
Part of project is also putting up a
modern distillation facility in Mangata-
rem whe Korean technicians already
surveye | the area.
STh |techmcal -and marketmg
require lents for the project will be
of by Chemworld,” Reyes

1Al L‘h W rirenles Datanil halinens

Last week Reyes joined Bataoil |
in mspecElhn;g the plantation areas and -

g e e fermar. e

e
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Fundmg t combat land degradatlon Iaggmg,

N mrllions of peopie,
brifiging biodi yersity loss, reduced
availabilitof dean w%?er food inseturity and
greater vulterability o the harsh impacts of
climate tharrge i
AccordmgtotheUmted Natrons(onventlon
to Combat DeSettification (UNCCD), 2 billion
hectares of productive land are Clrrently

degraded worldwide. An additional 12 million:

hectares are degraded every year. - o
Delegates meeting- at the 15th Session
of the Committee for the Review of ‘the
Implementation of the Convention {CRIC 15)
held in Nairobi last month agreed that urgent
action is needed to address the prohlem. *

But for efforts to conibat land degradation -

‘te succeed, -huge financial resources must

be mobilized. UNCCD has proposed the '
creation” of the Impact Investment Fund -

for Land Degradation.Neutrality {Land
Degradation Neutrality Fund). Althoughnotyet
operationalized, the fund is intefded tg bring
togethermstrtutlonscommrttedtoaddressmg
the global challenge of land degradation,
Itwill support arge-scalerehabilitation of
degraded land, forsustainable and productive
use, with long-term prwate-sectnrﬂnanclng
The fund alsé: aims: fo*contribute to' the
achlevement of global and local food: and

watersecurity, and to mitigate dimate change

by sequestering up to 20 percent of carbon

dioxide emissions by 2050. The fund - hopes

to_ mobilize 550 billion to rehabrlgate 300
million hectafes of land worldwide i in the
next 20 years, reducing carbon emissioris by
an‘estimated 20 billion tons. ¢

The Global Mechamsm is spearheading

..

the establishment of the fuid. The fund plans .

to provide a structured framework in which -

privateand pubhcacmrswnll beabletoengage
with the aim of achieving land degradatmn
neutralrty(LDN) The private- publrcpartnershrp

will include provision of funds End technical

assistance,

The LDN concept was introduced at the
Rio-+20 Conference in 2012, According to the
UNCCD, attaining LDN means enstring that the
amountoflandresuurcesthateveryhousehold
region or country depends on for ecosystems
services, such as water, remains healthy,
productive and stable. g

Theresolve resonateswrthtargeﬂs 3ofthe
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)adopted

by the UN in September 2015 in NewYork The -

- targétis to achieve LDN by 20307

“TheGlobal Mechanism, UNCCD's operationial
arm, was identiffed as the body to administer

the fund to support initfatives thht amto :

reach LDN.-

The vision of the LDN Fund is to- combét

land degradation and finance rehabilitation

and leverage existing Initiatives by creating

a Irnk betwaen the bottom- -up approach:_

“of 12 million hectares of degraded landa’
year. When in place, it will also complément

urgent actron needed

- {projects: de\JFI'gged on thié ground) and the
top- -down i fatives (govéfnment targets
and |nst|tut|oﬁailﬁmt|atwes) Markus Repnik,

- managing director of the Global Mechanism,
said $450 blllton is requrredannua!lyto tombat

“land degrada ionanddesertification. e noted
. that chmate[fundmg is growing, but more
.’ resourcesare needed. Repmkaddedthatsrates

. have spent $200 bitlion. but total financing is

less than $4(}b billion.

The Greer] Climate Fund (GCF), a financial
mechanism "tnder the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change
{UNFCCO), is ajmmg to provide half of its funds
for climate-change adaptation measures,

Repniknotedthat the African Development
Bankwantsto trrplechmate financing by 2020.

“'He said there is abundance of funding
initiatives ang, systems, but there is no single

' measure to s{row how finances are being
mobilized,”In? +depth data on global financing
isrequired, Itshould be known how much has
been spent, where it came and who provided

" itin addition to ensuring data compatibility

“and rehab:hty{; Markus said.

- He called lipon parties-to ¢consider hiow
they will mobilize resources toimplement the
convention, The EU delegation to the UNCCD's
CRIC15 urged partres to explore more funding
mechanisms instead of relying on multilateral
partnerships. They said innovative measures

osource fundsifrom the private sector should

be explored. 1S



Y "
"

iz

T3 Havg0T6

/

"UPPER HALF

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES

PACE

T.OWER HALF

S SERVICE

“ VS UNSAFE
- XMASC IECOR

By Joel E. Zurbano

THE Ecowaste Coalrtlon urged the
government to take.action against
the proliferation of unsafe and sub-
standard Christmas lights and light-

ing chains béirig sl "in-pu'bli_c mar-

kets all over Metro Manila:

“We remind’¢onsumers to be ex-

tra vigilant in- Buyirig seasonal rtems
such as Chrlstmas'llghts as some of
these products have: n tu’i'ndergone
safety evaluatioh and may cause
electric shock, firé and chémical ex-
posure;said Ecowaste’ Pro;ect Protect
coordinator Thony Dizon, ~

“For the safety of your family and
the' environment, . please do invoke
your right to be protected’ against
harmful and poor’ qualqty products,
which is guaranteed by the Constitu-
tion, all the time” eemphas:zed

Section 9 of Article XVI of the' Con- -

stitution declares: “The State shall
protect consumers from trade mal-
practices and’ from substandard or
hazardous products” ’ A
Pursuant to’ the Department of
Trade and lndustry {(DTN)-Bureau of
Philippine Standards (BPS) Product
Certification Scheme, rmp rters of
Christmas lights ‘afe. re url@r "tq ob-
tain an Import Commodlty Cledrance
(ICC) certificate before putting their
products for; sale in the domestlc
market. R [

also issued Memorandum Clrcular

Thé ‘BPS,. last September f ‘2016

A16-04 remlndmg importers hat “to

ensure that alf Christmas Ilghts/hght-
ing’ chains are affixed with the. ap-
propriate ICC stickers or Phkhppme
Standard- ncert@catlon mark | before
distribution in the local mark t"
Early thi ‘month, the gro ip. pur-
chased ‘€hkistmas lights fronh. street
and mall vendors in Divisoria to check
if holiday ||ghting products conform
with the regulatory fequirements:
Out of the nine.samples ofl Christ-

mas lights bought forP50to P250 per.

set, :none had a valid ICC hol ogram
sticker, ... : F.
Twao, of these prod ucts are included
in the list of valid ICC certificat es and
strckers for Christmas lights |jssued

could be counterfeit goods.

Nane: of. the: products gaye .in-
formation “about their lmporéers or
distributors; which: is important, es-
pecially-if:the ‘consumer is t0|ﬁle a
complaint and seek redress.

Out ‘of ‘nine 'samples, three| indi-
cated voltage-and wattage specifica-
tions, and four gave mstructrons-for
safe use; -y

Furtherfid e, Ecowaste re\realed
that Jeight samples contained: lead
above the 1,000 ‘parts per million
(ppm) limit: under the European
Union's Resttiction of Hazardous Su'b-
stances (RoHS) b

.
- Luf

by the DTl.as of October 6, 20{(6 and
|

R
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© President Duterteis pushing
for the development of about
80,000 hectares in the coun
for palm plantation with Ma.
laysta as target market.

After arriving from a two-
day visit in Malaysia, Duterte
said he wants to integrate the
prografh nder the admiris-
tration’s. efforts to reach’out
to the ‘Communist Party of
the Philippines (CPP) and its
armed wing New People’s
Army (NPA). - - c

He noted that many areas
occupied by the NPA'are good
for palm plantation; ,

He cited thesvast lands in
Agusan del Sur and other
swathes in Mindanao as pos-

sible areas for palm plantation -

as soil quality in the South is
generally appropriate for palm
facilitator, -~ T

, Presidenﬁélr's,‘pc;)ke's:man:Er-
nesto Abella said Malaysian in-

throughout the

in'investments

) €xpand the inves|.
ment o aboutBUO,’OO_O hectafes
- the Philippines”
alaysia hag $63 million
in the Philip.

or's-to- N

B ci

alaysia

i

oil production

prodiiction, L

Duterte also wants',tio put

closute on the Paquibato inci-
dent that irivolved the killing
ofglutnads. He said had the
vidlence not erupted between
government forces and the
NPA, M;
development of a palm planta-
tion there, o
Duterte' said violence
stemmed from experts” find-
ings that the Jand in Paquibato
was suitable for palm oil pro-
duction. % o
“What hippened is that sud-
denly, tire NPA put up banners
everywhere, simply saying noto
palm oil,” Duterlt)e said. gr
Reports said a tribal leader
and two chure workers were
killed in the encounter onJune

environment and

and-bullish
moréinvestmentsg in g

government’s thrusts,

lalaysian firms -‘would .
have pushed through with the -

: ecretary Ram

Lopez said the Mala)J;sia'n'11911];3’;-1
1ess sector feels more assured
 towards. ouring.
€ goun-
try as,Duterte discussed, his

al?ysia-Philipp_ines' Busi-

14,2015 in paqi{[ﬁbato district,
i

Duterte saidl ‘this time, he
‘wants to makélsure that in-
vestors would be secured
.once they cond} ct site inspec-
tions. And the ‘¢ is no better
HIfE to pursué the projects

the goyernment hag
restarted peac ' negotiations

A

bécause

with the CPP-NPA:
“I really do ot know but I
ink somebod should talk to
“nem.again. Maybe this would
be one project t at e can ask
about in Oslo because while
waiting for thelfinal resulf,
whatever it is, we have to im-
l;_Zro.ve the lives of the people,”
headded. - s . -
The peace talks between
the government (fnd the CPP-

NPA are held in Qslo, Norway
_ with Malaysia a§ third-party

rée sover corruption- governmeng’ reny

fIﬁg?*%QXQQQmEﬁthfuher}_ they 1o streamjine. o mfwecé Iftffogs
Lo more in the Philippines, ‘socis e, i ST -
Trade § pPp. tesses and - honsrelabng

CT
Duterte wanted to shorten

and ’Iicensin'g

~all local gover
only three days
bassador

:an'sactions in
ment units to
at most.

Eduardo Ma-

o s | ] aysia laya éarl; id n -
glll?fg Oliu;e;v%‘/t?etg: _strfng - ness Councd President Tan'Sy Iay}"sian bLIinrn:?sg ;2?‘2?;1 It\ﬁat
investenos e aeca dlélgge 2)?11;131;;“ %a]ljxdtw?t’dd relay’to they are missingo'ut on tlf:e
peotments, . ded. Agie ueresmessag, Philippi
inte?'eas){eséiagx ﬁggéuues are:also espedially those relating to halg' i, $63 nﬁﬁligﬁsigﬁ;ezply Wbout
enorgy investments.-”c@? anc? agEIctg!]tu{je'and mf_rastru_ctl.u'e.a'; alaya said D'ute'rte’s two-
- : [t increased their confidence day introductoryhvisit in Ma-

Businesg C

and-

They are also assured that
::nﬂ be'no corruption or
ion,”

in regzlxereshngm the P}ulipdbinesz 1

there
: extor-
Lopexz sald, citing the

aysia-last week|s;
-.-,_;;__s.trengtluening of ieconomic
telations between the tyo
. countries and raising. it to the

next level, — Christina Men.
deéz, Giovannj Nilles:

the processing time for Permits .
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newsLUZON news LUZO news

26K puno sa Angat watershed puputulm

"~ Aabot sa 26,000

. matatandang punong-ka-
. hoy sa Angat. watershed
. area sa Norzagaray, Bu-
" lacan ang nakatakdang
* putulin upang higit na pati- | .
"bilitasyon ng Angat Dam’

bayinang rehabilitasyon ng
Angat Dam na guguguian
ng Pl-bilyong piso para

_hindi ito sumabog sakaling -

tumama ang isang malakas

. a'lindol matapos makum-

pirmang 200 mietro lamang

‘ang layo ng reservoir sa
* West Vallcy Fault,

Basesa 1mpormasyong
"nakalap sa tanggapan ni

"Gladys Sta. Rita, pangulo

ng National Power Cor-

poration (NAPOCOR)’
at dating Provincial Ad--

ministrator ng Provinciat
“Capitol- Malolos City,
kinakailangan ang 26,000°
puno na puputulin sa wa-
tershed area para higit na
‘maging matatag ang reha-

ngunit kaagad itong papali-
tan'ng 2.6 milyong punla,
Ipinaliwanag ni Sta.
Rifa na kinakailangang
higit na maging matatag
ang Angat Dam na inaasa-
han sa ‘tubig nd maiinom-
ng 97 porsivento ng Metro
Manila residents dahil

higit na malaking trahedyz

ang'iduduldt nito sakaling
tumama ang isang malakas

‘na lindel kaya kaxlangang'

A=

Jibu-libong:

patatagl ang Dam ng
- puputulin na
punp .53 watershed area.
May nnpormasyong
may mga ga-hiblang
‘butiok na bitak ang ilang
bahagi ng Angat Dam
na 49 taon na mula ng
itayo noong 1967 kaya
kinakailangan ang ma-
daliang rehabilitasyon
at.pagpapatatag nito na
matatapos sa taong 2018
at sakaling matapos ang
konstruksyon ng reser-
voir, maaaring kayanin
nito-ang 7.2 hanggang 7.8
magnitude na lindol kahit
dikit ang Dam sa fauit
lme (Jun Borlongan)



