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DENR-ARMM to stié LG Usnotco
with solid waste management la

(CGTABATO CITY: The chlef of the De—
partment of Environment and
Natural Resources in the Autono-
mous Region in Muslim Mindanao

(DENR-ARMM) said his office’ will
file charges against local government .

units {LGUs) in the region that do
not comply with Republic Act (RA)
9003, or the Ecological Solid Waste
Management Act of 2000.
DENR-ARMM Secretary Kahal
Kedtag said the LGUs will be
charged administratively based on

RA 7160, or the Local Government -

Code of 1991.

"We appeal to the LGUSs to com-
plywith the law. We need to impose

.the law,” Kedtag said. He added

his. office will coordinate with the

Department of the Interior anid Lo-

cal'Government {DILG- ARMM) to
compel the LGUs to 1mplement the
provisions of RA 9003,
DENR-ARMM. also encour
aged the LGUs to submit their

comprehensive Solid. Waste

Mariagement Plan (SWMP)
as. mandated by RA 9003.

Thé Natibrial Solid Waste Manage
ment Council ordéred all LGUs to

|
!
submlt'then' 10- year SWMP no :
later thap Nove,mber 30. |
RA 9003 defines the policy frame}
work, ingtitutional mechamsmsl
and mandate for LGUs to achieve]
a 25 percent waste reduction target)

b,

onthe3Rs - reduice, reuse and recydle.)
Based on a study, the count r
generated 10.6 million tons of
solid-waste in 2012 and that)
volume;is expected to doubie i l

2025.This makes the governmen i

consider solid wiste management]
a major environmeital issue,

]

The Environment and Manage— :
ment Bureau (EMB)-12 regently -
" conducted a two-day leaming’ac- :
tivity on ecological solid waste
management that was participatéd

‘ ‘m by EMB-ARMM in Cotabito: Clty ‘
through:an integrated SWMP based| ' ‘,

“Waste mismanagement has seri-
ous environmental effects (and that

i resulted in) the passage of RA, 9003, -

we need to implement it at the soon-
ést time possible. The department
can provide technical assistance to
the LGUs in the formulatign and
* implementation of their SWMPs;”

" Kedizgseid.JULMUNIRLJANNARAL
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By Butch Gunio

ALANGA, Bataan—mThe Phlllppme 5

Council for Agnculture Aquatic

and Natural Resources Research and
Development (PCAARRD) of the Department
of Science and Technology (DOST) and the .
Bataan Peninsula State University (BPSU) are
1mplement1ng a coral reef restoration project
in the coastal towns of Bagac Bataan and

Subic, Zambales.

The project involves a roll out- corals to improve productmty of

of coral transplantation technol- coral resources.

ogy using asexually reproduced

“Dr. Hermogenes Pagula BPSU

OIC Vice President for Researct i

Extensnon and Training Services:

and project leader, said the uni:'.
versity: conducts the monitoring! -

aspect of the -project while the

Sangkalikasan Producer Coopm‘

erative plants the corals. Coh
He said PCAARRD provide 7

the funding that started in 2014 -

and set to be completed this year.

He added 25 coral fragments

were being planted in one square L

meter area

A caral nursery was . estabf‘.

lished under'the sea.

Pagu:a is the project leader mW
|-“ destructive fishing practlces to
On the other hand, BPSU on.

monitoring Bagac area.

leave \{P for_‘ Rssca.rch Exten—

sion, and Training Services Prof.

Rudy Flores is the monitoring'
project leader in Subic. .o )
Sol Rosano, support staff, said :
members of BPSU team involved |
in the project underwent formal
training in diving, and are now -
certlf ed divers. :
i Paguia said seminars were be— :
ing conducted to affected commu- -
nities educating them on the value-
of coral restoration in climate
change mitigation, sustainable
fisheries, and underwater tourism.
- He said the communities are
also educated on the effects of -

marine resources. ‘ ‘-
He pointed out the mvolvement

of'the community was an; mtegral

- coriponent of the project..- :
Philippine . coral reefs are'in se-.

rious detenoratxon and contmue
to suffer massive decline in: abun-

dance,. diversity and habltatnstruc--

ture due to anthropogenic activi-

ties such a$ pollution, overfishing,

destructive fishing Ppractices: using

dynamite or cyanide, collecting live
corals for the aquarium market and -

mining coral for building, -

Natural factors such -as _ty--
‘phoons, cyclones and humcanes _
have also contributed to the de-

struction of coral reefs as these
produce strong waves that break
apart or flatten large coral heads
and scatter fragments
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DAGUPAN CITY—The" c1ty Y
government of Alammosilé in-
vestigating the env1ronment

impact of a promotional even

c1zed‘the event,’ saymg ,the bal-
loonis‘ could have- landed in the .
Se ar;td"‘been eaten'by marlne _

B3

Itis, also looklng into. the Ie
gality. and beneﬁts of the Spar,

said Sol Tablang, city tourlsm'
officer. :

The Oct. 29 event how 3
was endarsed by the Alamiiios.
government, and was cleareéd by - -

let‘Toose
dinta;trial

b wo;.ﬂcl address all-rconcems and
f would abide by re??a menda-

| tions’ of the : DENRF and the
uristh office.  *. ¥

; tt}e 'enwronmexit ffects and

W,lﬁl the use oﬁ

HUNCRED lsmns NATII]N’K“

\: stateriént . post%d on-

mstmg Waste :
St . city, cente: would be easier _o
‘ collect and is pose, it said. -

nontomc

e

_— i i

.+ Venus Ba.lgua city mfo, 13
r--‘_ tlon ofﬂcer,lsald the city gov- |

. — .
ﬁrst ,__natlpnal parks in :HED
Ph1111;;vgmest extreme measu Isi'ﬂ

whenrreleased mto the air: Ba]«J
loons'that would fly toward t"lea?

'e base were ellb
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.m- by Bernard L. Supetran

ROADTALK

Roadtalk, we toock you to aland -

trip around the gentle city of
Dumaguete and the beguiling
province of Negros Oriental. To

continug the two-province In-,
ter-island loop, we'll take you ..

back to the Queen City of the
South’ via the southwestern
coast of Cebu.

Recent travel advisories
notwithstanding, this corridor
is one of the most interesting

and scenic you'll come across .

with. When I first passed this 25

yéars ago, it was a rough and -

_ dusty:-six-hour -tide, but the.
wayside panorama was 50 en--
ticing that you wanted to come
back once the highway tasted

concrete.
The biggest plus for the land
trip is that it is cheaper than a

fast craft, more than double the .

-price.

Pit Stop No. 1; Samboan

Bato port in Samboan has ;

been the traditional crossing
point from Tampi wharf in Am-
lan, Negros Oriental, especially

for roll-on roll-off (roro) barges. -

The tulti-tiered Aguinid

Falls, a few hundred meters .

away from the provincial road,

- cals

Pit Stop No. 2: Ginatilan

This lesser-known munici-

pality i the birthplace of San
Pedro Calungsod, the second
Filipino saint, where a ‘chapel
‘has been erected in his honor.

Several century-old ancestral

- homes made of hardwood stand

proudly, withstanding the rav-
ages of time. -

Pit Stop No. 3: Malabuyaoc -
Tucked: in the interiors is
Mainit Hot Spring, a-series of

natural thermal pools where-

you can get a rejuvenating dip,
an old-fashioned hilot massage,

and a back-to-basics but sump-
tuous hmch prepared by the lo-

Thefe is aserles of small cas-

_ cades uphill which can provide

a relaxing hydrcmassage

Pit Stop No. 4: Badian
_ This bucolic town has shot

up to prominence from obscuri- -
ty with the recent introduction -

of tanyoneering adventure
deep into the jungles. Extreme
adventure-lovers jump a series
of falls in between the gorges
that end at Kawasan Falls, a

After an adventure-packed
journey, you can call ita day and
hie off to Badian Island Resort
and Spa, one of southiém Cebu's
pioneer star-rated I6dgings. Sit-

"uated just a few mihutes away

from.the mainland, this eight-
hectare patch of. landls_ an eco-

tourism  hideawdy, wellness

destination with its signature

therapeutic massages, . aquas-
ports haven and scuba diving
spot, and gourmet getaway with
its luscious cuisine and well- ap-
pointed Facilities. -

Thoseona budgét can setﬂe" .

at the Lambug Beach Homestay,

which offers a frontTow.seat o .
.a mile-long beach of powdery -
. sand and gin-clear water. Think

of Boracay 30 yegrs ago, minus

Phé
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Canyoneering in Badian by Johnny Manabat

the ¢rass commercialism and
madding crowd.

_For mountaineers, Badian is |

the entry point to Osmena Peak,
the highest point in the moun-
tain ranges of central Cebu.

Pit Stop No. 5: Moalboal

This resort towh is one of

_ my new favorite haunts because
of its wondrous waterworld-the
talcum-fine shores of White
Beach in Bgy. Savedra and the
amazing . marine life beneath
the surface. Its name might
sound - grotesque, but believe
me, it has among the most envi-
able shores in Cebu province.

With more than a dozen val~
idated dive sites, Moalboal's
claim to fame is the Panagsama
- T

" House Reef just across Savedra .

Dive Center, the leading dive
shop in the area. Located just a
few meters away from the
shore, the reef is home to the
sought-after
where tens of thousands of sar-
dines ran back and forth in this

aguatic playground, mesmeriz- -

ing even the most seasoned
divers and underwater photog-
raphers. This unique “rush
hour” can be seen in the shallow

“sardine  Tun"

now world-famous scenic Bajo

"River. A community-based
tourism project, guests are
treated to a relaxing 1.4-kilome-
ter river cruise amidst the man-
graves that is Hiabitat to rare flo-
ra and fauna, The one-hour tour
aboard an outrigger paddle-
boat empties into Tanon Strait
facing Negros.

) Visitors are given a red car-
pet welcome with engaging folk
songs and dances rendered by

" the women's’ organization, and
a sumptuous home-cooked buf-
fetlunch
S 2015, the Bojo River Vil-

F'"lag-ilm.u' project was accorded
the prestigious Best Communi-
ty-Based Initiative Award by

the Pacific Asia Travel Associa- -

tion (PATA), and recently by the
Global Top 106 Sustainable Des-
tinations.

Aloguinsan also offers a

quick tour at the Farmhouse

which includes a walk around
the vegetable farm, livestock
area, chicken coop, vermicul-

ture, and tilapia pond for organ- -

ic  back-to-nature practices,
capped with naturally-grown
snacks and delicacies.

For a glimpse of the town's
history, swing by Baluarte, the
remnants of a fortification atop

Due to the presence of for-

. eigners, the Panagsama area has

become a food styip for interna-
tional dining, among them Ma-
rina Gueina Italidna, a’ part of
the La Tegola group, otie of Ce-
bu's prominent resto chains
that takes pride in its authentic
italian culsl.ne. :

Pit Stop No, 6: Barili
Cebu's mountainous terrain
has gifted it with a plethora of
waterfalls that can give you an

overload. Situated just a few

kilometers from. the road is
Mantayupan Falls which has
one of the more developed
trails, visitor picnic cottages,
and recreational activities,

Pit Stop No.7: Aloguinsan
From a narrow junction in
Barili, take a detour to this ob-
scure town which is home to the

Badian Island’s Sangjy‘White Beach

The erter and wnfe at the Bojo Rwer Cruisei m Alogulnsan

From here, you can conclude
yout suroy and head directly to
Cebu via the scenic Trans-Cen-
tral Highway.

To fully enjoy the sights
along the way, plan out the
route using a reliable tourist
map or guide book. Avail the
service of tour operators and
coordinate with. municipal
tourism authorities. Hiring rep-
utable tour guides is highly-rec-
ommendable for a worry-free
sojourn, and to avoid snags
along the way that may derail
an otherwise enjoyable road
trip.

In the next Roadtalk
episode, we'll circumnavigate
the rest of Ceby, including the
touristic islands of Camotes,
Bantayan and Malapascua, rem-
iniscent of the Suroy Sugbo
tours. And you don't even need
to have your own.car to enjoy
the allure of Conde Nast's fifth
best lsland 1n the world. .

PAEL" 2
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Cllmate affectmg nearly aIII life

MIAMI—Most 11fe on Earth is already be-
Cing’ changed by, the warming climate, even
'though the rise in global temperatures since
pre-industrial times has ‘been rather slight,
: researchers warned on Thursday.

The study in the journal Science found that

- 82 pereent of key ecological processes—m—
- cluding genetic diversity and migration pat-
: tems——are being altered by global warming.

" These effects extend to land, oceans
and freshwater environments, even
though the temperatures have risen just
- about'1.87 degrees Fahrenheit (1 degree
* Celsius) over pre-industrial times due to
 fossil fuel burmng

 “We now have evidence that with only
- g-about'one degree C of, warmmg globally,
- major impacts are already being felt,” said
‘ lead 'study author Brett Scheffers, a mem-
ber of the International: Union for Conser-
vyation of Nature Climate Change Special-
: ,1st Group and assistant professor at ‘the

University of Florida.

“These range from mdwldual genes chang-
ing, significant shifis in spec;es ‘physiology
and physmal features such as ‘body. 51ze and
species moving to entirely n v areas.”

These changes will "affect humans by
causing disease outbreaks, iriconsistent crop

yields and cutting down on fishery produc-

tw1ty, threatening food secunty, experts said.
. The study, which analyzed 94 ecological

.processes as documented in peer-reviewed

literature, also warned thaﬂlthe more €co-
systems change, the less hkely they may
be to guard against the harshest effects of
climate change.

Unhealthy. forests will no longer be able

instance. _

Increasmgly warm ocean$ will no longer
act'as an effective buffer agamst terperature
rise, and: climate-related ﬂoods sea-level
rise. and cyclones wnll get worse AFP

to sequester large amountéL of:carbon, for




