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_nsporter nabbed

esou Office (CENRO), bdcked | !
by the pof T confiscated’ Illegall t
stproduct and arrested e ,’
rts transporter in a hotpursuit: |
operatlon in Barangay Bukal thls 1y
;bwn, IastThursday Pagbllao—CENRO
Ofﬁcer Ramll Limpiada reporied thay ;

' and resu:tent of Sta. Teres;ta Street b _

B_a‘rangay 6 Lucena City trled to‘ !
transp
.,il“. Dt toa ‘ l
: ~ amalintingto P131,425. ‘50.‘*‘0‘5{5 =“
: - VEBA" ’helper Jumped offthe vehlcle
ShFiEE the thase and eluded'atest. |
_ (D_é‘n Es’(aclo) Lo frmalw i
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AVIEW of the abandoned
Bagacay copper mine in Samar

*tlme ale-to exte“ d 0 20

THE complete rehabllltatlon of the long—dormant Baga-
cay copper mine in Samar has been delayed by another
year but current reforestatlon efforts at the site has
shown promise, a regulator said,

Engineer Rodolfo L. Velasce, Ir., ch:ef of the Mmes
and Geosciences Bureau's (MGB) Mine Safety, Environ-
ment and Secial Development Division, said that the
aim was to reforest the 130-hectare site by this year but
natural disasters have led t0 delays to the schedule.

“The target was not attained since it's still in recov-
ery stage. (Full refarestation) is still our target. But it -
might extend on the timeline to 2017 said Mr. Velasco

|, inanearlier mtervlew.w[th BusinessWorld. .

At to the GBS been difficult since the.stonn,"
| hg. lyphoon Haivan, Rnown locallyas .

“Yolanda, whlch hit the central Phlhpplnes ifi Novembe? 2013,

" The rehabilitation project started in 2008 witha
serles of fegsibility studies, followed by the start of
workin 2013. |,

Remed:atmn efforts fof the Bagacay site, one of the
priotity projects of the Philippine Development Pro-
gram of the ‘Aquine administration, are bemg under-
taken by the Department of Enwronment and Natural
Resources’s research arm the Ecosystems Research and
Development Bureau (ERDB), as funded by the MGB, -

Average annual funds for the Bagacay project are
about P10 million but stretching the timetable for the
target will not be an issue as the remaining budget
carried oyer from the unused funds over the yearsis
sufficient to cover the one-year extension. ‘

The Bagacay Mine was operated by Marindugue
Mine Industrial Corp, from 1956 to 1985, -

In1986, the firm entered into an agreement with
Philippine Phosphate Fertilizer Corp,hich in turn part-

nered W|th its subsidiary Philippine Pyrite Corporauon
(PPC) which operated the mine to produ'ce pyrite con-
centrate from 1986 until 1992 when rising operational
costs and other issues led to its closure, |-

The Bagacay site was found to have xid drainage

problems and contalns potentially toxic metals.

During the restoration phase, the regulator spread |

limestone on the site to mitigate the aciq drainage
problem, which was polluting a nearby nature reserve.

According to a statement from the EﬁDB e-mailed
to reporters on Friday, some 42 heclares of theinac-
tive copper-pyrite mine has been rehabilitated so far
through the use of phytoremediation, in Which plants
absorb poliuting mineral substances in the soil.

The ERDB also determined the potential of selected
indiigenous tree species in regreening and absorbing
toxic elementsin the abandoned mined-out area and
also revealed that orgaruc fertilizer treatment could
work well,

- The initiat results of the phytoremedl tion study
conducted by the DENR-ERDB and MGB hows that

. “mined-out areas can be rehabilitated t ough the

use of appropriate technology,” said ERD:B]Director Dr.
Henry A, Adornado in the statement. |-

ERDB expressed hope that the initial [esults of the
project “may inspire other mining compgries to use
similar rehabilitation protocols to bring back the natural
state of the mined outareasin the Phrllpplnes g

Section 47 of the Presidential Decree FOS Or Revised
Forestry Codeof the Philippines states that surface-
mined areas shall t)e rehabilitated to “as near.ts former
natural configuration” or as approved by the govern- .
ment prior to its abandonment by the munmg company
concerned. — Janina C. Lim oo i
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tal—eatmg plants can help

restore damaged mining sites

. By MANUEL T, CAYON
" Mindanao Bureau Chief

T\ AVAO CITY—Environ-
D mentalists are’ agog with
'the: disclosure about the

presence of metal-eating plarits en-
derhit in the country,asa scientist
reVealéd they could be harhessed
to Yestoré forests 4rid watersheds
damiged by mining operations.

“The ‘environmentalist’ organi--

zation, Interface Development In-
terventions (Idis),'announced the
disclosure, of scientist: Dr, Edwino
Fernando, that there 20 plant spe-
cies in the' country with known
meta1~eatmg characteristics.

: Thie Idis said Fernando and his
research team discovered-in 2011
the Rinorea niccoliferd, 'a nickel-
eating: shrub, in Zambales. The
" group said the recently discovered
species was among the 20 spec1es
of metallophytes

“These speciesare called metal-
lophytes, They can tolerate high
levels of heavy metals, suchaslead.

Some of thesewill evenrequire the .

présernice of heavy metalsin the soil
inorder tosurvive,” Fernando told
the recent rainforestation capac-
ity tralmng organized by the Rain
Forestation Restoration Initiative
(RERI) network at the Ateneo de
Davao University: ‘

.+ Idissaid the findingwas 31gn1f1-
cant “because the plarit wasableto
accumulate andtolerate métalcon-
tentatlévels 100 times greater than
the average ordinaryplant growmg

in the same environment. J '

Inthe Ateneo training, Bernan-
do said “the use of this speqies can
be an alternative strategy gd reha-
bilitate’ watersheds, whxch have
been damaged by mining.”

“Given that' there are s many
mining companies right now, me-
tallophyte: plants can be -.llsed to
restore’ forests in mlmng areas
hesaid. ' : &

IDIS executive dlrector Ann
Fuertes said 'the properlt;es of
native metallophyte plants “are
very ivaluable because |it' can
increase the impact of current
soil-remediation technigles.”

“This is very importanll ‘espe-
cially in watersheds witH large-
scaleand small-scale miningactivi-
ties. This will shorten the rehabili-
tation period, enabling the renewal

of the ecosystem more quickly. And -

because this‘approach is pa
and environment-friendly, itwould
meanlessér costs for rehabilitation
efforts,” she said. 1

“Now that the DENR [Depart-
ment of Brivironment and’ Natu-
ral ‘Resources] has been closmg
critical areas due to the damage
caused by mining operations, this
can be mainstreamed as & major
approach toWard renewing ourfor-
est résources in the wate}sheds "
Puertes said. '+

The RFRIrietwork will ¢ onvene
a confererice next year “toldiscuss
the potentlal of this species for
propagation®in the goverfimiént's
forest rehabilitation programs.

natural
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st Aformer governor turned lawmak-
‘er is appealing to the national govern-
,ment to make the ?‘2-b11110n People’s
rSumvathnd (BSF) "MoRe zaccessible”
;to the local gnvernment its (LGUs)
2 0cc1denfa1"Mmdoro Rep JOSephme
\“Nene” Ramiréz Y. Sato,
>should be given access tgith
«fund which is iritended ¢
3 grams and pro;ects that w

e al

?the impact of clunate change 'and=§ave .

pi)eople s lives, ugx

* “LGUs are af the fog‘W 0) %’o ithe
e re-. :
sxhency Th,eysh uld
‘he prowd 'th all the eIp eed' g
Lto boost e capacxty to reduc‘;% o

b-Df disasters in their respectlve Ii-

;country sj.s uggle for

sparednesiian

*"‘tles » she said.

> Republic Act 10174 amended Re-.

shublic Act 9729 or the Climate Change
Act of 2009, establishing the People 5
Survival Fund to provide long-term
finance tq enable the government “to
effectively address the problemo of cli-
mate change ”
The 2012 law prowdes an annual

§gaf‘<’fl‘r LGUs -

sury re
becausegﬁh ‘a

' mterest i access

funding of 1-b11]10r1 {oPSE. Itwas 'pnly in

2015 thaffuﬁdmg became availaple;

- She §a#idit iSabout time for the au-
thorities to relax the requiremént for
LGUs and qualified mStltuthIlS 0 gain
access to‘the fund e

Sgto ’formeggovernor ofOcclden-
tal Mindof, sald ‘LiGUs are re u;red
to submléggleast 2% documents fore

fund man erss

sion (€CQ)] Secretary Emmanue] de
§ to said of the couy itry’s
1,715 LG : g, "only ahandful exp
! iﬁ‘g the furid.” [§ ]
Sato proposed thdt a technic Work-
ing group (TWG) be established by Iocal
governments to work with the PSF sec-
retariat and focus on accessing fund for
programs and projects that would help
reduce the risk of disasters.

esSed _
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Climate Change Day'

declared in Leyte town |
My Nmom recovered from the devastTtlon t

of the super typhoon
TANAUAN Leyhe Survwors

D

Alsoon November 8, close to

of super-typhoon “Yolanda” in
t.hJs coastal town will commemo-

. rafe on Ni ovember 8 the third an-

"fiVersary of the world's strongest
'”t"yphoon by focusmg on the need
to address climate change.
Mayor Pel Tecson Jr. said he
has declared November 8 as Cli-
mate Change Day in the town.
ITecson said he 51gned the ex-
cutwe order for Chmate Change
Day lastweek. ,
- ‘He underscored the impor-
tance of chmate change to the
commumty andwants everyone
in'town to know and learn from
xts adverse effects, :
A climate change forum
at‘-*the Tanauan Public Plaza

"présided by Vice Mayor Ronald
: 'Elones will be:one of the activities

durmg the cofmmemoration.
i} Tecson sa1d that as aspeaker
a few months back at'a United
Nafions forum in Betlin, Ger-

mﬁny, he shared how the town
ufiidE o

900 completed houses dorlated
by the national governmenlt and
private and non-governmental
orgamzatlons will be turned

over to Yolanda SUrVIVOrS.

- Tecson said his consutuents )

are well an the way to recolvery,
having mcreased their ineome
from farmmg through certified
seeds and modern machingry.
Tanauan was the first Hocal
government unit in Leyte to

receive the Emergency Shelter
Assistancé (ESA) from th }De 30
- partient, of Social Welfar Jands 5}
Development (DSWD) afte r:*fhe f

typhoon struck.
It aiso was the firstto s bmlt
the requlred list of beneﬁcmnes
and the victims that needed: the
govemment assistance, P vmg
the way for the early rebmldmg of
damaged houses, Tecson st xid.

+ Clése|to1,400 Tanauan|resi-
dents dled durmg the typ “oon
Tecson sald
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Paris climate pact enters into force, focus shifts to action

\WASHINGTON- The global accord to combat
climate change agreed in Parislast year officially
entered into force last Friday, putting pressure
on nearly 200 countries to start executing plans
to slash their greenhouse gas emissions.

“This is 2 moment to celebrate,” said Unit-
ed Nations climate chief Patricia Espinosa. “It
is also 2 moment to look ahead with sober
assessment and renewed will over the task
ahead.”

The Paris Agreement sceks to wearn the
world economy off fossil fuels in the second
half of the century, limiting the rise in aver-
age world temperatures to “well below” 2.0
degrees Celsius (3.6 Fahrenheit) above prein- |
dustrial times.

It takes effect as greenhouse gas emissions

are projected by 2030 to exceed by 12 billion . I
s hati 8 hal The Paris Agreement seeks to wean the world economy off fossil fuels
to 14billion tons w tis needed to keep glol in the second half of the century.(Reuters Photo) '

warming to the internationally agreed target, -
the United Nations said this week. gas emissions which drive climate change and its impacts

Representatives from nearly 200 countries will convene  are not vet falling - a fact which the Marrakesh meeting
today (Monday) in Marrakesh, Morocco for two weeks  musthaveatthe front of its concerns and collective resolve,”
to discuss the nuts and bolts of the Paris accord and the  said Espinosa.,

policies, technologyand finance needed to ensure the Paris
goals arc achicved. .
“The timetable is pressing because globally greenhouse

World Bank President Jim Yong Kim said the milestone
also serves as a reminder to rich countries that pledged fo
help developing countries combat climate change. Reuters

o
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Blg Oll ledges $l bllllon for gas

technologles to fight climate

LONDON — Some of the world’s
biggest oil companies, including
Saudi Aramco. and Royal Dutch
Shell, pledged on Friday to invest
$1 billion to develop climate-
friendly technologies as-a global
-deal to wean the world off oil
cameinto force. ;

The 0Oil and.Gas Climate -
Initiative’ (OGCI), which alsp
includes Total, BP, Eni; Repsol,
Statoil, CNPC, Pemex and Reli-

ance Industries, launched the ,

Climate Investments fund which
will invest in technologies to re-
duce carbon emissions but which
will also help an increase gas use.
The companies pledged to use

a large share of the $1 billion for
speeding up carbon capture, use
and storage (CCUS) in gas-fired

- power:plants and:towards reduc-,;

ing leakages of methang,pne of the - -
most polluting greenhouse gases. - -
“If we can reduce and build the

‘technologies to monitor and re-
; duce fugitive methane emissions

that’s ]1ke an essential hcence for-

us to be able to advocate patural
gas,” BP. Chief Executwe Bob Dud-
ley told ]ournahsts

The investment is. neverthe—

less dwarfed by the joint annual -
spending of the member compa-

nies, even as they battle one of the
longest downturns in the sector’s
history. Shell, Total, BP, Statoil,
Repsol and Eni are expected to
spend nearly $100 billion in 2016.
-'The 10 firms, which jointly
produce around-20% of ;the
world’s oil and gas, have already
screened a list of 200 CCUS-
related technologies and are now
assessing which one or ones to
develop to commercial seale.: .

The group will also invest in

" improving efficiency in transport
-+ andienergy-intensive mdustrles

o The announcement comcxdes
with ‘the official coming into
force. of the 2015 Paris Agree-
ment, intended to wean the wozld

economy off coal, oil and gas in

change

" the second half of this century in
order to sl4sh ¢carbon emissions.

The oil and gas sector, which is

. directlyres) ) onSIble for 5% of man-

the use of 1& products for another
32%, isu der growing pressure

Critics ave said oil companies
need to dq'more to reduce emis-
sions andjto shield themselves
from climate change risks.

“Complimes could be worth
considerably more, not less, if they
aligned the;_r portfolios with 2°C by
exercisingcapital disciplineand opt- .
ingforlower-costupstreamprojects: |
that make bath financial and cli-
mate sensi” said Anthony Hobley,
chief executwe ‘of think tank Car-
bon Tracker Initiative. — Reuters
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[Energy stakeholders

divided or

BY JED MACAPAGAL

THE global agreement to
combat climate change
took effect last Friday.
(page A-4) The aim of
the accord is to con-
vince countries to start
implementing plans to
cut their greenhouse
gas. emissions. Levying
a4 carbon tax is one of
the means to convince
companies to use clean
energy. ’

In the Philippines, en-
€rgy secretary Alfonso
Cusi is against the carbon
tax saying this runs coun-
ter to government goal
of providing cheap en-
ergy to the people. The
Department of Finance
(DOF) is reported to be
still undecided whether
to impose the tax while
energy industry stakeholders are divided
on the proposal. ’

Carbon tax aims to charge producers
and consumers for the cost of the carbon

they are discharging to prevent pollution .

and encourage development of renewable
energy.

The DOE leads in opposing carbon tax
saying it goes against government efforts
to lower power rates.

“It is not supportive of the economy’s
need to develop sufficient baseload plant
capacities such as coal and natural gas
power plants and reduce electricity rate, It

on carbon tax

Smoke biliows from a coal-fired plant In Negros Occidental.

@CMLWW /?W@

{

R o

is not supportive of the country’s program
towards industrialization. Also, carbon tax
is no guarantee to reducing GHG (green-
house gas),” Alfonso Cusi, DOE sec*-ctary,
said in a text message. :
Recently, Cusialso said he is not keen
on having another round of feed-in-tariff
unless the premium can be sourced from
other forms aside from the consumers to
avoid further increase in power rate's,
Antonio Moraza, Aboitiz Power presi-
dent and chief operating officer, also
disapproves of the proposal citin;g the

See ENERGY > Piage A2
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availability of cleaner coal technology.

“A carbon tax would just increase the cost of
electricity in the country. At this point in the
economic history reducing our competitiveness
is not a good idea. Instead, let’s make sure that
plants that are put up are of the Iatest technol-
ogy,” Moraza said in a text message.

Francisco Viray, Phinma Energy president and chief
executive officer, said if the government wants to fac-
tor in environmental protection, it can either impose
carbon tax or mandate an energy mix.

“That is the only way if you want to factor in
the environment. To make sure that we can
address the environment, whatever model you
use will lead to an increase in price... When you
need to address the environment, there is really
a cost to it. Maybe carbon tax would .probably
provide some levelling of field depending on its

- mechanics,” Viray said.

Manuel Pangilinan, Manila Electric Co.
chairman,on the other hand, supports a carbon
tax especially if its proceeds will be used to clean
the environment.

“Use it to clean the air, clean the water, clean
Pasig river, clean Laguna de bay because, for
example,Maynilad draws water from the lake and

we know all sorts of toxic materials (are there.)-
The technology we deployed from abroad is
getting challenged by sometimes there is a high
level of ammonia, sometimes there’s a high level
of this and that toxic matena] so you have a hard
time deciding on where to focus,” Pangﬂma‘n'
explained. | :

However, Sherwin Gatchalian, Senate commlttee'
on energy chairman, sees carbon tax as a means to
encourage mdusmes with fugh emissions to use
cleaner technology. |

“(Carbon tax) is a poss1b111ty but we have to
study the mechanisms on how to do it. It is pos’
sible in a sense that we will encourage industries
to be more conscious on their carbon emissions
as well as employ technologies to reduce carbon
emissions,” Gatchalian said.

Earlier, DOF said it is wary of the 1mp11cat10ns
of the carbon tax to increase the power cost in
the country, but noted the government can r'use
at least P20 billion in 2019iwhen it is imposed:

According to a study released by the National
Tax Research Center, the government could:
generate additional revenues of as much as
P121.97 billion on average per year if it will
impose carbon tax, l
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Carb un,?tax on €02 emissions urged)

ed' g mhgate the”e;spa tep carbon tax woﬁ]d . lafdmark agieement  phases: Indus ;
latan; eﬂ‘ecfs of chmni:e Dot only help us comply red'e'hed in Rwanda’sicap- 'omies will begm by

i with our internatiénal . of Kigali on a"‘hmeta- - China, Brazil and A
commitments to elp eurb ¢ bIe 0 phase outlhydrof 2024; and-India '.‘P
globa] warming; we can | loffracarbons (HFCs), a and man ‘others’b

By RYAN PONCE
PACPACO

AMARINES Sur Rep.
‘IRay Vz]]aﬁ.lerte ‘yester-
day called on the Du.
terte administration to
sermusly consider the

lm lementation of a ..::- _also use the proceeds from | type of hydrocarb on, used Villafuerte saj A
on tax on manmade térte the tax to evelopclean infrefrigerators py nd: air- current]y\vbr]nngona Q- |

earbon disxide (C0O2) t ita. enérgy productiori process- . conditioners, thatiis con- Eosed carbon’tax bilk 18

emissions now that the Rar, Comprehensive es for our industriés, #1d | sidered as a majoristep in  he plans o: ﬁle i the!

world’s economies have tax program the ‘f ;pt funid other environment- | curbin global witining, rent Congress ; d

finally reached an package of whi friendly initiatives” Wil- . Under the legally; ind- ing-the ‘prog cor]

‘agreement on a timeline ndorsed to the Sen . lafterte said. | ing agreement, the@8¢and the Jmpacbof such a

for the gradusl phase- ate d-the House of Rep-.  Villafuerte maued,ﬂ)e nisnufacture of %@ sure"on developing o

out of greenhouse gas-  resentatives last mont.h statement fo]lowmg -2 beqmade to decline i - -'nues like the 1ppielly

— PPy e
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Eco groups back UNICEF’s call for action agair

drens health and: the

LOCAL environment-
advocate groups have
expressed their strong
support for the call of the
United Nations Interna-
tional Children’s Fund
(UNICEP) to cut air pol-

lution for children’s-

health,

The EcoWaste Coali-:

tion and the Partnership
for Clean Air (PCA) said
that UNICEF's four-
point.call “to reduce pol-
Jution,. increase chil-
dren’s access to health
care, minimize children’s
exposureand monitor air
pollution” should be
strongly supported in
order to protect,the chil-

er thariadilts on average
. andtalungmmoreaure]— -
atwe “to " their body ¢

public it genieral. ¢ -
‘Last- week, ‘the
UNICEF released the re-
port “Clear the Air’ for
ChJ.Idre.n," ‘which "pomts )

- out that aroiand 300 rml—. :

liort childrenlive in areas- :
wheréd the!'s dir is. toxie sy
exceeding initernational’

limits by atleast six times -

— and-that-children:are -
uniquely yulnerable tgair
pollution; breathing fast

tl’ . n
'Ihe&w""groups spe-

cifically dréwattentionto

opem burning ofwastels
highly hazardous forpub-
lic health.”
" “The open bummg of
waste is a large source of.

toxic air pollutants such
as particulates, carbon“
. mornoxide, black carbon, _

Ehonns, frank¥and fers

cury. These arehnghly’to o

-f¢-and /or ‘carcinogenic’

poﬂutants " the UNICEF_

wamed

-7 NICEF, also- noted‘_
‘j,.'tl'lat”womenandchlldren

often carry outhazardous

coﬂechon services,”

d:sposal practices suchias;
~ theopenburmning of waste
-in the absence of regular

On the other“ha

- -
BPPER HALF

\
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“better waste m. "ag
ment can reduce the
amount of waste that is
burned ‘within cofrimu-
mtles,” the UNICEF
sald

:PCA Presiden ,Rep

Pmeda said that a51de'
Fromy, s stopping . waste'
','bummg in all its fhrms,

actlomsneeded to educe
dir’ pollution fro coal

power plants and mdus—
ell'as

trial’ “facilities, as
fromi vehicles, plang
shx 5,

ul

the’ need for the|enyi-
ronmeqtally sgund
agement of hazard-
ous waste such ai elec-

, . aluminum, copper,lro .
tin, ete.

Pineda also s essed'

st air pollutlon

tromc waste or e-waste,.
which are often disman-,
tled in uncontrolled con-'
ditions or burned to re-
trieve and recycle valu-,
able materials such as,

“We calt on all Flkpl—'
nos not to add to the’air;
pollutants in the envir ]
ment by consuming -fe=
sponsibly, by reducing
what we throw away and}
by not burning waste: re-‘
sources, which could be’
reused, recycled or comis:
posted instead,” sa1dLuc- ;

~-ero, EcoWaste Coalmon%
- national coordinator. ,

coryMartincz
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"DAGUPAN  CITY—Residents

and farmers of San Manuel-

town are opposing proposed so-
lar power plants in their town,

fearing the projects would dis-.

place them.

of Barangay Sto. Domingo

there said they objected to two

solar project applications be-
ing processed by the Depart-
ment of Enérgy. These are a
bo-megawatt plant of the
Pilipinas Newton Energy Corp.
and a 56-MW plant of the
Pilipinas . Einstein Energy
Corp.

: fnendly,

Acknowledgmg that  solar
power plants are env1ronment—
the remdents said
these projects’ would force
farmers, many of them tenants,

-toleave their fields, A
A statement from residents

SoIa.r powet’ is safe but it
should not be developed at the
expense of farmers,” said Erlin-
da Gahstre Campos;a represen-
tative of 59 families tlllmg 32.5

‘hectares in Sto. Dormngo where

éne of the proposed p]ants may

' nse

|
The resrdents urged ‘Presi-
dent Duterte to approve a mora-
tonum on Iand -hse conversmn

LINGAYEN GULF

being pushed by Agrarian Re. A
form Secretary ‘Rafael! Maria o
“and to listen to the problems f
the farmers, who are oftentim s‘
wctrms of develoPment pro-,
grams.” .. ;

Inocencno Gahtre a farmel;
said his family has been earmn'g
a llvmg from the lands bem.gr
considered for the projects. “We:
harvest. thrice because 1rnga-=
tion is good,’ " he said, addn:F

that their displacément woul

mean they are killing us slo
Iy

Energy Corp had promised,

He sald Prhpmas Einsteif,

them a relocation site but “mce

houses could not replace our .
“livelihood as farmers.”

San Manuel, an agricultural -:
town in eastern Pangasinan,, '

‘hosts the San Roque Multipur- ..
.pose Dam, which prodiuces as

‘much as 400 MW of electr1c1~ :

ty. !
Galitre said resrdents andt- .

farmers were forced to sell thelr ?

lands when San Roque Dam.was
put up. "They were relocated .
% but their lives became . miset-
. able. We don’t want to end up
Jike them,” he said. —YOI.ANDA
SOTELO INQ

A
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23 HUIISES N E VILLAGES

'COTABATO : CITY—ThreeL

days of moderate to heavy
rains have flooded at least six

: wllages dxsplaczng 4,000 fami-,

lies and destroying at least 23
houses in the town of Kalaman-

. sigin Sultan Kudarat province.

The ralqs accordmg to

. weather . specialists, were
. brought by. intertrépical con-

vergence zones hovering near

© Mindanao.’

" Florante Mulod, resident
of Barangay Sta. Maria, said
the floods hit.the villages of

. Poral, - Obial, *Limulan, Sta
t Maria, Hinalaan and Cadiz.
. Also flooded are the villages '
of Salaman arid Poloy-Poloy in
. Lebak, also in Suitan Kudarat.

Kalamansig Mayor Ronan

" Garcia-said at least 4,255 fami-’
*lies have been displaced.”

At least 23 houses were de-

stroyed by ﬂash ﬂoods the
mayor said.

Mulod said at leést- 37

Manobo families living on the
banks of the Limulan River in
Sta. Maria evacuated |to the
'Zone of Peace and D evelop-
ment building at the Sta. Maria
-village hall. i

D1saster officials sa d pow-
er was cut off in the v1ll_.ages af-
‘ter strong winds topple d pow-
‘er lines on Saturday in Baran-
" gay leulan where generators
‘of the Sultan Kudarat ﬁlectnc
Cooperatlve are located,

Many parts of Mindanao are
still siffering from the, effects
. of a prolonged drought broughl
"about by an El Nifio epnsode

_that :weather experts said

would be followed by a period
_of prolonged rains known as La
Nifia. —EDWIN FERNANDEZ NG
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Chma announces plan
to curb carbon ennssmns

EIJING Chma has -an-

B nounicedaplan tocurb: green-

house-gaserissionsoverthe

nextseveralyears whlleca;ipmgcoal

consumption andi mcreasmg theuse
of non-fossil fuels. ‘-

Under thé plan, by 2020, the level

ofcarhon-dmmde emissions perunit’
of GDPwill be 18 percent lower than |

in 2015, the State Council said on its
webisite on Friday, the same daythat
the Paris climate agreement came
into-effect,

_ Coalconsumptmnmustbecapped
at about 4.2 billion tons; while non-
fossil fuel-energy generation tapac-
ity, like hydropower and nuclear
power, willbe expandedtolS percent
of China’s total capacity: ‘

China has taken .a leading role
in climate-¢change talks, and its col-
laborationwiththe United Stateshas
been toutedbyWashmgton and Bei-

jingasabright spot inan otherwise -

strained velationshipi s ' -t
China will guarantee that eris-

sions peak nolater than 203¢ under
theParispact. Therearealso lans to
officially ldunch a national darbon-
trading market next year. | :,*

" Inrecentyears China has kFecome

a world leader in renewable- nergy
investment and installation bf riew
wind and solat—power capacity, but
efforts by the central governnent to
break away'from coal consurfiption
have been frustrating at times, .
‘Bven'laftet- Beijing decl&red a
“war on pollution,” hundreds 5f new
coal-power plants were approvied for
constructmnm2015byloca1g5vern-
mentskeen tobuoytheireconomies.
Centraleconomxcplanners éarlier
this year declared a halt on néw ap-
provals for coal plants. Energy offi-
cials went a step further last month
when' they declared a construction
freeze'on scores 'of partiall ‘built
plants dcrossmiore than a dozen
provinces, garnermgpralsefrolmen-

vn'onmental groups such as (T‘een—

peace AP
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‘Food forestgardening’ plished|;:

SENA’IORllnmn Iegnrdn has saught
to propagate “food forest gardeni

to ensure s’ sultamabletmet.hod of '

food pmdu'étmn with minimal :co6
She filed, Senate Bill No...1186 wluch

ol to Bromrite T
oounhytoadd;essﬂlehnntedlandrmn'ees

. orsustamshl ﬁ)odpmduchonthhmlmmal- .

arming costs but'increased harvests:. bl

Food forest”gardemng is'se Ea fre-
surgencg” it urban areas worldwi

Legarda, "SBN'1186 intends to. utlhze

idle landg’ang, conse% ently create: beau— ‘

tiful living

spaces, e added. .,
A fao

forest is a gystem. of
etables chosen oumple-
-each other, ml.mmmnf
. and mamtanance hiil
ing a nch variety éf harve:
Under'SBN:1186 food oi‘ést
ing may: be:established in'the- fo
places: any parcel or portion of’ lan
public spaces such as urban iOT: clty
and municipal parks; unutilized and‘idle
public land; fommiunity or common spac-
es of land developments portions of rural

en-

fdod forest ghrdening in the .

Pt il il 4 o0 i s PR3 4 4t el i 7t e o ounel . e 2 S B PVl it e e g

. quahty cropS'for the' codnt

 mandated to pa.rtlcl_pat.e in the prograi
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farms; urban housing’ projects; and a al
yards of houseliolds:. 55 I
- The blll ho bo:-mtmduce low - mam--
tenance food productmn, through agro-for-
estry; to tramsforny fariners from m ;‘e’
mono-crop cultivators to multi-crop a|

preneurs; to serve as a model for the youl;h

-« culture; and,tohelp: farmers build prod
- tive farming coni:lmmntles .and produce hi

.ingpiring them towards sustainable a%

s econom,

1186 ¢calls for the creation of t:he B,
Ph1hppme Food Foredt! Gardening Com-,
mission (PFFGC, g as -an: attached ageney
to the Departmen (DA). Laml
government umt'.s( s) educatmnal n--
stitutions and. —otherustakeholders q:el

Likewise, the bill intends to establish tha
Philippine Center for Food Forest Gardeniyig ;
(PCFFQ) to he placéd under the pmpomsgg ;
PFFGC to provide éﬂf rmation, training, !
education, expertise"and” best practlces to.
implement the*Food ‘Forest Pro e
Bernadette E Tamayo‘ :
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RLC j JOlllS Kaliwa River
Watershed reforestatmn

- Resources Office (PENRO).. :
. . .TheKaliwa River Watershed (KRW)
is part of the Sierra Madre Motintain
Range that stretches from northeast-

1mt1at1ve 80 RLC volunteer employees
planted, 600 fruit and forest trees cover- .
ing a hectare of Kaliwa River Water:
shed. The initiative aims to enhance .|

Robinsons Land Corporation (RLC)
through its Robinsons “RLove” Cor-
porate Social Respm31b111l;y (CSR)

Program ha's conduct - *  reforestation
project in Kaliwa I Watershed,
Tanay Rizal in coord. rwith Rizal
Provincial Environm  and iNaturaI

N\ -
U
ek ¢

\IT\‘\ -

ern to southeastern Luzon. Specifi-
cally, it is situated in the nunicipalitiés

- of Tanay, Rizal and General Nakar in

Quezon province, s

- To set-off RLC’s partnershlp w:th
Department of Environment and Natu-
ral Resgirrces (DENR) in implementing
the National Greening Program (NGP),
the government’s flagship reforestatlon

"l‘qn .'F

5 hectares of forest area, planting a- |
total o 3,000 indigenous seedlings, - |
bringin ‘5 back the ecological functions -
of Kaliwa River Watershed and provid- -
ing lwellhood opportunities to the local
community. ‘
The RLC’s participation in NGPisin' |’
collaboration with RLC Rizal PENRO, |
prowdulng technical support, and the'
people’s organization Samahan ng |
Maggugulaysa Sto, Nino, Inc. tasked
to condugt maintenance and proteetlon |
ofthea ea.’ '
“0!1]]' employees’ participation in |
this treeiplantmgaehwtylsnoton]ythe :

mdmdula]’s expression and contribu- |

- tion in preserving the environment it is

also the fu]ﬁl]ment of RLC’s Corporate
Social Responsmlhty” said head of
RLove (SR program Michael Torres. -
Asidefrom the company employees’
person mvolvement in tree planting, -

Robinso }s Land Corporation’s Envi-

- ronmental Sustainable Program in-

cludes; embarking Renewable Energy
Program by installing off-grid solar PV
(photo voltaic) panels on 8 malls nation-
wide, Energy Conservation Program :
unplemepted in all RLC projects and
Wastewater Recovery Program leading :
to zero waste water discharge. |




