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enguet Corp takes steps

<t0 contain tailings leak

' BENGUET Corp the countrysoltfest min-
,Ing firm, said on Wednesday it is alieady.
taklng steps to resolve and contain the tail-
ings leak at its Antamok mine in Benguet
Provtnce even asit assured the public that
'the tailings from its impoundment. area are
non-toxicand safe. -

The miner blamed untegulated smalt-
scale mining operations for the tailings |
eak at Antamok. " i

~ Ina statement Benguet Corp, said it
informed the Department of En\uronmént
and Natural Resources {DENR) on October
27 that an intermittent leak of mine -

(tailings was discovered following regular
'mspectlun conducted by the company af-
terfieavy rains brought about by Typhoon
Lawin {international name; Haima)..

. “There has been no reported damageto
pnvqte property or harm to any individuals,’
Benguet Corp. sald, assuring the commumty
that |tcont|nuesto implement measures to
resolve the situation and contain the leak.

.. According to the miner, the leak
occurred in the drain tunne of the
.underground Antamok mine, which has
"ot been In operation since 1989:
. “The Antamok mine tallings area serves
As catchment for mine tailings from small-
Scale mingrs in the upstream. There are
rampant unregulated small-scale mining
“activitiesin the area,” the company added.
Since the discovery of the leak, the
. company sald [t has mobilized its wok-
“force and equipment to contaln theleak
_and has Initiated cleanup operations.
; [thas also dispatched its workforce,
-« technical teams and equipment to the site
in coordination with the Mines and Geosci-

ences Bureau, Enylmnmental.Manage-
ment Bureau and local government unit to
undertake preemptive measures, including
construction of containment dams

" downstream of Liang River and cleanup of

spilled tailings.

The company has also canstructed a
counter-drive to plug.the Antamok drain
tunnel and divert the surface inflow
water away from the area. .

The Antamek open pit mine has not
operated since. 1998 while the Antamok
underground mine has stopped operations
since 1989, Both have beén under continu-
ous care and maintenance, the miner said.

Technical studies have been going on

 forpossible tailings reprocessing project

and the conversion of the open pit toa

-+ water reservolr for bulk water projects,

engineered sanitary landﬁii@nd waste to
energy project.

“Tna related development Benguet
Corp. told the Philippine Stack Exchange
thatit has recelved the mine audit repert

recommending the stoppage of operations |

atits Acupan Mine in [togon, Benguet.
The stoppage order, hased on the DENR
audit, was due to the operation of a pro-
hibited controlled facility, maintaining and
storing of toxic and hazardous materlals

without accreditation as a Treatment, Stor- |

age and Disposal (TSD) fadility, and failure
to instalk air pollution control devices and
apply for a permit o operate, as well as
non-rehabilitation of the Antamok area.
The company Is expected to submit its

comments arid explanations to the DENR
in the niext seven days.

JAMES KONSTANTIN GALVEZ
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2 ings carhe trom the Antamok
’taj_lingg impoundment 'area,
Wwhich ‘may havé entered the
draih tannel through a breach
caused by the intense raips.

~.No farther leaks have
been observed to date, Pre.-

- limitary. ; estimates  showed
only a negligible 30,000
metric tons of tailings mate-
rial leaked into Liang R ver
which s ‘Substantially Jess -
comparéd to previous inei-

- dents involving other minls‘,”

the c?mpany;‘ said. Lol

Benguet Corp. said ere’
were no Teports of dama'i‘gc

to  property ‘or injury to per-
sons directly: attributable to
- the leak. : ‘ o

+ ""Claims of ‘incidental dam-
age due to siltation, if any, are

being  verified. Discussiops -

have also been held with the
local communities,” it said, | - _
 The. company said thﬁt '
upon discovery of the mine
tailings leak, it mobilized its
wotkfdree aid equipment to
prevent any’ fiirther outfloy
and, initiated - containmenlt‘
and' clean-up | activities in
the immediate area to make
sure that the residents in the.
surrounding - Communities -

15
3
S

'Benguet

‘contains’
Ileakin

R

 old mihe

e g '
BENGUET Corp: assured -
¢ Environmenta] ~Manage-
ment Bureau, the Mines and
Geosc‘i.cnces,Bureaﬁ and the
.local community that the
minor and intermittent mine
tailings leak in Antamok was "
putunder controf, * .- 1.
The mine tailings leak wag
discqygre:d following regu-
lar ‘inspection conducted: by
the company after the heayy
T4ifis brought by super ‘ty-
phoon Lawin, Lo
~he Jeak occutred iy the
drain tunnel of the. Antamok
- uniderground mine,. which
has not been operated by the
Cempany since 1989, - _
Benguet -Corp. said upon
investigation, initial find-’
ings' showed the mine tajl-

would not be affected.

—. —_— )



1]* ‘M”W 3 } aﬂ Fran] m 'h"ﬁﬁ”ﬂlm TR

E%ﬁgﬁfﬁh‘ duft -.n 1 ik ugﬁmlﬁt{; “ t E A 03 NOV 2016 .
g mmmﬂﬂ G T CATE “UPPE
;;i%:ik}inmw 1 l&@'{ ) i Jiﬂ!t :

L R - :

S f SRR P PAGE L OWE

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVIC

No damage from Antamok o 7;;;;
mme talllngs says Benguet A

Benguet Corp. said no dam-
age to property and individu-
als was reported following the
leak of 50,000 metric tons (MT)
of tailings materials in its An-
tamok mine last week.

- In a disclosure to the lo-
cal bourse, Benguet said an
intermittént leak of mine
tailings was discovered in
the Antamok mine in Benguet
following the heavy rains

brought by Typhoon Lawin .

that hit the northern part of
the country.

“There have been no reports
of damage to private property
or harm to individuals. We as-

'By LOUISE MAUREEN SIMEON -

sure the ‘pubhc that- the mine
tailings are rion-toxic and
safe,” the company said..

Based on initial inveshga—'

tion, the mine tailings came
from the Antamok tailings im-
poundumient area and the leak
occurred in the drain tunnel
of the underground Antamok
mine which has not been in
operation since 1989. - .
Alongside the Mines and
Geosciences Bureau (MGB),

Environmental Management

Bureau (EMB) and local ; gov-
ernment unit, Benguet is
undertakmg pré-emptive

measures mcludmg construg
tion of containment dam
downstream of the Lian
River and the clean-up o

'“H"“UH;‘ Lo T

spilled tailings. i

Benguet said- laboratory
tests conducted showed no.
toxic substances were present’
in the water. samples, which

means that the leaked tailings -

material was safe and inert.
The company is also pump:
ing out'the water from the 440 ‘

open pit to minimize hydrauhc :

pressure build-up, construct—j
ing a counter'drive to plug

I:he Antamok drain tunnel and <

wli

o,

.l'f

diverting the surface ‘inflo;

water away from the area. :',i'f' .

According to Bengue{;ﬂ
technical studies have begp,

going for possible tallmgs;'
reprocessing project and cops. -

version of the open pit to wa, '
ter reservoir for a bulk water -

pro]ect engineered samtary S
landfill and a waste to energx- .

pro;ect

The mine tailings area also .

- serves as catchment for mine
tailings from small scale min-

ers in the upstream, following

rampant unregulated small -
scale rnmmg act1v1tles in the o

area.
~

2T
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Benguet says tailings leak under control

BENGUET Corp. said the minor and intermittent mine
tailings leak in Antamok had been put under control.

The company said the mine tailings leak was discov-
ered during a regular inspection conducted after the
heavy rains brought by Typhoon Lawin. The leak oc-
curred in the drain tunnel of the Antamok underground
mine which has been closed since 1989.

The tailings impoundment area now serves as catch-
ment arez for mine tailings from the ramparitunregu-
lated small scale mining activities in the upstream area.

. Benguet said initial ﬁndmgs showed the mine tailings

came from the Antamok tailings impoundment area
which may have entered the drain tunnel through a
breach caused by the intense rains.

It said no further leaks have been observed to date.

Benguet added preliminary estimates showed
50,000 metric tons (MT) of tailings' material leaked
into Liang river but there were no reports of damage
to property or injury to persons attributable to the
leak. Claims of any incidental damages due to siltation
are now being verified through discussions wn:h the
local comminities.
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Benguet Corp |
leak ‘under control’ -

. By IONATHAN L Mayuca
W @jonimayuga ;

HE “minor and intermittent”
minetailings leakmAntamok
is under control.

This was assured'by he manage-
ment ofBenguetCorp, (BC)afterdis- -

covering the leak during the regular
inspection, conducted by the com-
pany after the heavy rains brought
by Supertyphoon Lawm

The leak occurred in the drain
tunneloftheAntamokunderground
minewhichhasnotbeén operatedby
the company since 1989,

* Upon investigation, initial find- -

ings showed'the mine i:alhngs came
fromtheAntamoktalhngs1mpound~
ment area, wh1ch may have ‘entered,
the drain tufinel through a breach
caused by ‘the intense rains;

No furthér leaks have been ob-"

served to date. i

Preliminary estimates showed
onlya negligible 50, 000 metric tons
(MT)of taﬂlngs matetialleaked into

the Liang River, which is substan-‘

tially less,. compared to previous
incidents involving :other mines,
according toa statement lssued by
Benguet Corp

The éompany underscored there

were no reports of damage to prop-

erty or injury to persons d1rect1y at-
tributable tg the leak. :

Claims of incidenital damage due

tosiltation; ifany, arenowbeingveri-
fied. Benguet Corp. officialshavealso

helddlaloguesmththelocalcommu- _

nities in connection with the leak.
Inan earherletterto Environmen-

tal Management Bureau {EME) Cor-

dillera Auteriomous Reginn (CARY

‘ terial i is safe and inert.

B e i;"‘:

’1

W. Apil; Benguet Corp said, .upon
discovery of the mine talhn%s leak,
it mobillzechts workforceand eqt:up-
méntto prevent any furtherotitflow

" and has initiated contammen.t and
* cleanup activities in the immediate

area to make sure the residents in
the sutrounding commumtlcs w111
not be affected. ‘
The company, likewise, 1mme- #
diately. conducted water samphng
alongtheLlannger Itsaidalabora-
torytestshowedno toxic substances
are present in the water sarlnples
whichmeans theleakedtaﬂmgs ma-

Sarnples wrll be sent to a thlrd
partyféran ifidependentlabof: atory
analys1s the company added.|: " |
- The Antamok tailings-imp ound—

ment area hds not been used: smce

1998 when the Antamok optl,n pit

and underground mine tempora.rlly
ceased to opérate. h

' The tailings-impoundment dam
now serves as catchment ar a for

. mine ta111ngs from the ramparnt,

unregulated'small-scale minirig ac-
tivities in the upstream area, which
would. otherwise pollute the len\n—
rons. The company said both the
openpit, the undergroundmmes and

~ theirfacilitiesarein continuoub care

and maintenance through the}!rears
There ate techmcal studies goingon
for the progressrve rehabilita ation
of the : areas, such as taflings r=pro-
cessing pro;ect conversion of open
pit to water reservoir for bulk water
project, engmeeredsamtarylandfﬂl
with waste-to -energy project: and
Mmahang Bayan X
Benguet Corp. said it.is con inu- ,

Araeler frnsalaoined ot o wlea A0
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Is therte such an animal as respon-
sible mining? Yes there:is, and there
are quite a few responsible miners.

Two executives of Nickel Asia
Corp. (NAC) explained to-members
of Bulong Pulungan at Sofitel that
contrary to what has been pounded
on the ears of consumers, mining is
not harmful, but benefits cormnmuni-
ties and the nation as well - if man-
aged responsibly. ‘

NAC has one projéct in Palawan,
in the Rio Tuba area, and three oth-
ers in Surigao. The two resource
persons spoke mainly about the Rio
Tuba Nickel Mining operation us-.
ing a powerpoint presentation that
showed a commiunity enriched by the
initiatives of the company which was
established:in the 1960s..:.. -

In the Rio;Tuba operation,,“sur-
face mining is used, so there)is no
need to blast mountaing; quarry
stone or use offensive chemicals,” ex-
plained J.B. Baylon, NAC vice presi-
dent for communication. The method
is simply: digging the soil (nickel is

-found 30 meters down), and pouring
the same (nickel and soil) into trucks
to be shipped to clients’in Jipan and
Australia.” . - e

One can get an idea.of how much
NAC, the'mothér company, is‘earn-
ing from- its operation through the
taxes it pays. In its latest report,

~Taganito Mining in Surigao’paid
more than P1.5 billion and Rio Tuba
paid P1 billion in Palawan. Dennis
Zamora, senior vice president of Rio
Tuba, and in charge of \investor rela-
tions at NAC. AR

So how is the community ben-
efited? _ R

“There are people who say mining
brings poverty. (Our expeérience) in
Rio Tuba is an example of a reverse,”
said Baylon. More than 40 yeats ago,
there were seven nomad families and
7,000 mosquitees in-Rio Tuba. Now
there are 17,000 residents in. the ba-

rangay alone out of 35-40,000 living

in .t.ﬁ_e towin.of Bataraza, I guess the.

. ByDOMINI M,q__oﬁ;@n&mias

~ Responsible mining

' hﬁﬂ“ﬁ&-ﬁfﬁ-ﬁ"‘g

: I3_1.1111111er to
keep,the dust off the air. |
The company paid for the road,

kled - water during the

constructed “a hospital, where minor
surgical operations are conducted, a
housing complex for employees in co-
operation with Gawad Kalfng’a, and a
school run by the Dela Salle brothers
for emnployees’ children and'outsiders;
all these'services, including electricity
and drinking water, are fEee. It also

built a sports complex. |-
With :these privileges, Bataraza is

. the most advanced municipality out-

side of Puerto Princesa in Palawan, '

said Baylon. “And tops in cash bal-
ances, income and assets.”|! "’

The mined-out areas are converted
into a forest, with foresters{recontour-
ing the open pit, fill it up with top soil,
and plant trees that are local species

“of Palawan. “We spent in 2015 alone,

P50 million to rehabilitate lalost 300
hectares of mined-area tdbecome a
forest,” said Baylon. - |~

About siltation, Baylon said the
mine sites have ponds to|catch silt-
ation lif and when it rains|so'that by

will not be ‘a silted river. : angroves
have been planted in the coastal areas,

‘the time watet" gets into %{he river it

‘80 that by the time the watgr gets out

into the sea the silt has already been
captuyed. .
“We take the place of the govern-

ment by, making provisions for the °

community residents,” said Dennis
Zamora, son of the NAC founder
Ronnie Zamora. “Qurs i lian exam-
ple of how:mining has transformed
the community, in contradiction to
those who claim that mining brings
poverty.” ) r r f
" - Even before' the prese?t DENR
secretary.required an audit) NAC had
earned the ISO 14001, Dennis added.

Nickel is used to makeﬁstainless,
rust-free kitchenware, computers, car
gadgets, etc. . .

Asked if the government will
earn more if mining companies pro-

.cessed the. raw nickel instead of
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 that the four species planted on

- the metal- filled soil were most ef-

42-HECTARE " portion ~ the aban-
doned, heavﬂy— olluted Bagacay

ine in Western Samar has been de-

clared “successfully replanted,” after a six-

year project by the Ecosystems Research :

and Development Bureau (ERDB) and the
Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) '

The joint project’ of ERDB and
. MGB'called “An:Integrated Sci-
ence-Based approach in the reha-
bilitation of mined-out and waste
dump areas at Bagacay, Hinaban-
gan, Samar” started in 2009 in
the- mined-out area of Bagacay, a
2,672 hectare former copper and
pyrite area.

Bagacay Mine used to be
operated by Marinduque Mine
Industrial Corporation from

1956 to 1985 and by the

Philippine Pyrite Corporatron
from 1986 to 1992, It ranked
first in the general risk ranking
among the seven and, mactlve
mines in the Philippines.

In the joint resedech project by

ERDB and the MGB both attached
agencies of the Départment of En-
vironment and N atural Resourc-

meters each were selected,

“ERDB determined-the po-’

tentlal of selected indigenous

tree species in regreemng and .-
- absorbing toxic elements in the '

abandoned mined-out area,”

| ERDB information officer Adre- -
-ana Santos-Remo explamed

*Species used in the area were Mt.
Agoho (Gymnostoma rumphla- ,
num), vetiver (Vetwerla zizanioi-’

des), narra (Pterocarpus indicus),

Acacra auriculiformis, and man-,

" 'grum '(Acacia manglum) ;
© After the study period, hlgh con-

centrations of heavy metals were

récorded for Mt. Agoho, mangium,:
A duri, and narra. Thrs showed_

" ficientin absorbing the metals and

in distributing heavy metals from
their roots t!o leaves.

“Today, the, aesthetic condi-
tion of the|waste dump area has
improved.|A total of forty two

hectares oi ‘mined out area have

‘been successfully planted already.

The prolelct has also provided

; employment to the surrounding
es (DENR), three expenmental

blocks of land, all laced with high -
concentrations of heavy metals
.and measuring 20 meters by 50'

communit 7 " according to ERDB
Director Dr Henry A. Adornado.

“All holi:e is not lost for the
environment) The initial results
of the phg'rroremedlanon study
conducted: by the DENR-ERDB
and MGB|revealed that mined-
out areas|can be rehabilitated
through the use of approprlate
technology;” he added.

ERDB Forester and study project
leader Gre'gorro E. Santos, Jr. said

- that with the inherent bioreme-

diation (metal and pollutant ab-
sorption) capacity of selected tree
species alongwrth the fertilization
technique/an observable increase
in the herght of mangium and

Agoho del Monte was observed in

the former mine.
Biomass (dried leaves and
branches)| produced by natra was
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' conhtza resides in plant roots and

noted to promde nutrients to the
soil which prompted the growth
of grasses angd, mother shrub species.

The reseurc Iso revealed
that organic fert 1 lizer treatment
could work well ifi areas 11ke the
Bagacay mine.

The combination of one by
three meter forest soil, 1 liter
agricultural lime, and 3 liters of
organic fertilizer (chicken manure)
was found to be the best treatment
for the fout tree species that were
included in the study, according to

ERDBE forestry staff Niro Villaceran, -

Joseph Anthony Luna, Jose Milton
Montaras, and Zander Doden.
FRDB hopes-that this joint re-
search may inspire other mining
companies to use similar rehabili-

tation protocols to bring back the' -
patural state of the mined out areas’

in the Philippines.

ERDB is also now tmplement-
ing the use of other ERDB-
developed technologies such as
carbonized biomass and Hl Q
Vam 1 in this endeavor. -

The FRDB experts applied Hi
Q Vam on the plants while they
were growing. ; ‘

Hi Q Vam, also known as mycor-
thiza, is a funjgus that has a symbi-
otic relattonshtp Wlth plants My-

causes soil nutrients to retain in the
roots, causing survival and growth in

" plants despite adverse soil condition

such as heavy metal content.

Adornado pointed out that Sec-,

tion 47 of PD 705 of the Revised
Forestry Code of the Philippines
requires mining companies:to

réstore mined areas as near as pos-

sible to their formeér natural state
after mining operatlons end

, Other rehablhtatlon i

projects

Other mine rehabilitation projects
that have recently been approved
by the DENR include those of Su-
rigao nickel miner Marcventures

Mining and*Development Corpo- -

ration (MMDC}) and -Zambales'
Benguetcorp Nickel Mines, Inc.
(BNMI), which is carrently, sus-
pended from mining operations
due to env1ronmental CONCEINS.
Both mines are rehabilita-
tion 50-hectare plots using a soil

- amendment technology called

Activated Btochar, accordlng to
information from the DENR.-
Biochar is charcoal produced
from plant material, which is
1ncorporated into the soil to

W SFMAT

help ri:move carbon dioxide
from the air, .and has some
metal- absorbmg properties.
MMDC and BNMI are working
with the Philippine Biochar Asso-
ciation (PBjA) to develop effective
biocharmaterial. PbiA said that its
partners, Sambali Beach Farm and
Microbial Technology Solutions,
have developed specific microbes
to be added to the biochar “to ac-
tivate it for optimum performance

inassisting and facilitating plant

and life-giving microbial growth
in heavily degraded surfaces,
such ag‘mined-out areas in Zam-
bales and Surigao.”

In an earlier staternent; Marcven-
tures Vice Chairman Isidro Alcantara
said his company's project is not
only to comply with 3 requtrements

of final -mine rehabtlttatlon but
' suppa ts the company’s initiatives

to provide sustainable, organic, and
environmentally-enhancing liveli-

" hood activities.

“The:idea is to:apply Biochar
and convert mined-out lands
into able lands which can be
planted to renewable cash crops
which|then gives livelihood that
is continuing to the, communities
especnally mdlgenous peoples,
Alcant‘ara said. R

i.OWER HALF
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Bagbag Ce “gtery, in pa
. ular, was 1%@ ,,by i

Comes now the hardest

_?
The most common type of
garbage Ilsft by. visitors were

leftover food, disposable foad-

and . Jbev I3ge. .’ containers,
cigarette utts and soiled Jpas,

pers Ilkely used as mats EcoW- '

aste Coahtlo LS ‘ et
e

group :as the *most. i

part The collection of tras
dead at the Manlla North Cemetery —LYN mu.on

trash momtormg thxs year .
“Lucero said. g

- The group has e-maxled pho-
- tos of the trashed .cemetery to
'the Office of Quezon City May-
’ or Herbert Bautlsta with an ap-
- Peal to officials to enforce abet-
ter .ecological waste manage-
nbgnt system next year. i

Rt the armiin’s s awis

h le_%t beihind by the liv'iqugefter visiging’ their

CA&tka'«\, PAGE 2/:,

LR
i

Parafiac ue' City; Hagonoy, st

" Anne ald ‘Tipas Cemeteries in

Taguig Clty, Carmona Publlc
Cemetery and Santuario qle Car- -
mona m; Carmona, Cavite;, au;d
the Angono Municipal Ceme—
terymAngono Rizal. .

It. a]so commended local au-
thunnes,“ cemetery adlmmsn'a-
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Tongonan
DENR nod

I 6 X i

The'112.5-megawatt Tongonan geo-
thermal power plant in Leyte is'this
year’s lone recipient of the Philippine
Environment Partnership Program
(PEPP) Seal of Approval given-annually
by the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR). =

The'plant is owned'by the Energy
Development Corp. (EDC),” ' . :

‘ The PEPP Seal of Approval is.given
to industries that strive to' go beyond
compliance and are driven-to improve
their performance with competitive-
ness, image and supply chain require-
ments. Nominees undergo a rigid
evaluation process that incll‘._lde_s-valjda- .
tion of documentary reghiremeénts'and |
actual site inspection by the regional

- offices of the Environmental Manage-
ment Bureau, ' o

This is the fifth time the DENR has
recognized the Tongonan plant for ex-
emplary performance in énvironmental
management and protection. The plant
is operated by Green Core Geothermal,
Inc, a subsidiary of EDC; T
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Funeral pa-rlors Warned VS im

. BAGUIO CITY-—The Cordil- " envrronmentally crrtrcal establlsh-

“lera office of the Envlronmental

‘Management Bureau has warned:
rowners of funeral parlors in the’
city and La Tnmdaq rtown to-
properly dispose of thejr hazard- -

‘ous health care waste. ;
This is intended to-prevent posz

ing a serious threat to the health
of individuals exposed t6 the con-

taminated wastes generated by the

disposal- of hazard

. Ii?T

proper

“_._-_.._— “
r

ments, offricials said. D i
In alettertot owners of funera]i

. parlors EMB-CAR QIC éngi-'

neer Nestor Donaal sand ‘appro-’

_ priate :notices of vrolatron were
' /issued by the agency agamst the

management of several. funeral

.parlors in Baguio and La Tnm-

dad for their alleged gross vrola,
tlon of the gurdelmes R

ous Waste

Ofﬁcrals said they have discov-,

ered some owners of funeral parlors
did not follow the prescribed rules
and regulatrons regarding handling
and disposa}of the hazardous waste,
Donaal mforrned owners of
funeral pa,rlors they could not
dispose of:blood contaminated
gloves and surgrcal blades along-
.side domestlc waste even if they

. were reportedly disinfected.

: ahdr

. He'added this was not:a guar-
. ante¢ those exposed to the hazard-
. ous heath care waste would not
‘Gontract illnesses that would pose
- aserious threat to their health,
. Under existing guidelines,
“health " care -waste ' generators
* such as mortuaries,  hospitals,
" and laboratories are. requrred to
..avail themselves of the services
of the Envrronment department

accredrted ; transporters

treaters for the disposal of the1r=

hazardous waste:

He advised funeral parlor and'_

othe ) ‘hazardous: waste genera-

tors to be transparent on how tflleyf

were Etreatmg ‘cottons contami-

nated with blood prior to their rlirs— '
posal to prevent garbagé collectors ‘
from being ‘éxposed to extreme ;

health hazards Dexter See
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© . Themost¥isible discards||

l left bymltorsmthe cemeter-
ieswereleftoverfoods; dispos-
- -able plates,“,]ashc cups and
botﬂes, StyrQ loan contamers,
so:ledkﬁnewspapers <candy

[ wrap geigg, ffowers ‘

eEcoWaste
Coahﬁon, a?wa h ‘group on
wasteandp?llmn, Jamented |
the thmw-a - culture that
he annual ob- ] _

'iicero, National
L. EcoWaste Co-
ahtlon 'sa:dathat based on
" the’ group’s momtormg of 15 |
B pnvatté and | pubhc cemeter- |
A ies mr MetrovManﬂa and in

Rizal, rampant

teryin. an:la01ty,Ma—
mIaSo’Q CepletezymMakau'

‘1 ‘City, Li) 1‘a MemonaIParkm
v ity andth

Baghag ,Ger?gtery gar.

'erpd}g‘l,e“B 2 pa more”
fromith

“lent to-1,298:tons of garbage
. from October 26 to Nov, 1% -
- He attributed the pre-

.. the large number of pe
- who trooped to cemefene sl

:.durmgthelog sweekend, ¥
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‘Throw-away culture’ sporled All Samts Day, says group

By Jaymee T. Gamll
@;aymeegarmlINQ

‘Change has yet to happen
among cemetery goers asan en-
vironmental watch group noted
the continuing prolrferatlon of
the "throw—away culture” dur-
ing this year’s. observance of All
Saints’Day. ..

. For this’ years “Undas
EcoWaste Coalition’ momtored
15 private and pubhc cemeteries
in Metro MamIa, '‘Cavite and
Rlzal provinces, and found

“rampant 11ttermg in the
Caloocan Public Cemetery in
Caloocan . Clty, ‘Manila North
Cemetery - in., Mamla Mamla
South Cemetery in Makan City,
Loyola Memorial Park in Mari-

kina .City and the Bagbag

aLucero added. L

Cemetery in Quezon Clty

 “The .culture of throwmg
dlscards wherever and whenev-
er itis convenient agam spoﬂed
our tlme honored tradltlon of
remembermg our departed ref-
atives,” ‘said Aileen . Lucero,
EcoWaste Coahtmn natlonal
coordinator.

. “Many people stlll htter ram .

or . shine. The . repeated re-
mmders from . government
church political and environ-
rnental leaders were no match
for these hardened 11tterbugs

< As of Wednesday,’ the
Metropolitan Mamfa Develop-

ment Authority sald it. had col—‘

lected 168 truckloads of garbage

_or around 1008 tons, from 23
‘cemeteries in Metro Mania.

Whlle tHe volume was more
than ha]1f of the 302 truckloads

_collected]m 2015 from 26 ceme-

teries, t1e figure was still ex-
pected to go up since the
cleanup operatio,ns would con-
tinue until Saturday, said Fran-
cis Martmez head of the MMDA
Metro' Parkway Clearing Group.
He added that they have al-
soyet toI get reports from three
more ceirieteries in the cities
of Muntmlupa Malabon and
Las Pifigs.. .
Accordmg to EVI

artlnez of

 the 23 emetenes }they have
cle:_ired 1la North Cemetery
had the bi est amount of trash

at 35 pr%ckloads Next was
Manila Sohth Cemetery (28

-truckloads) and La Loma Public

Cemetery (18 truckloads}).
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SUAL, PANGASINAN—Resi-

dents protesting the construc--
tion of another coal-fired power
plant here on Wednesday were- .
stopped by the police before f
they could stage a rally in time 3

for the arrival of Presndent C
Duterte. . ;

Rosanna Marie Sonano,_'-, o
chair of Save Sual Movement, -
said policemen seized their |
placards and streamers as they, |
walked toward the entrance of ; o
the Sual wharf here, where Mr..| pj
 Duterte was to'hold the ceremo- .-
nial send-off of 17 Vietnamese. . {
fishermen, who were caught i in-"
the waters off Tlocos Sur 1,
province on Sept. 8. . N
Soriano, who was with 3o_.‘;
other protesters, said a police- ;
man first approached and told": . «
her “that his superior officer, | said thep;’f oo-MW plant—the
who was on the other side of the ; country’s,‘f,
road, wanted to talk to her !, power plaa
When she crossed the highway, ¢ & Energy At a.-
here, Soriano said other police- -
men seized their ‘streamers and:‘_: S IR
placards. : } ) o

_,_7 ond Rl

‘Mr Duterte l‘

Not anti-Duterte ;
~ "Our streamers and placards
were still folded at that time,
‘They also searched the bag ofl '
one of my companions,” she
said. Soriano said she was, told
by a police - -officer that they.
couldnotstage therally v
She said the protest actmn
was - not directed against fj

: élm:lf Natural" Resourc

is just a few lulometereifrom the
proposed site of the new plant.
' Last month, Sorranp §'group

"launched a srgnagure campalgn ;
ithe constructlon of the :
'new f‘ant Soriano s d resi-- -

| to'stop

dents are fearful of cpails ef-
fectsT on health ana
ienwronment §7
14
: " l g
.7 Neo consultatxon*'

?

i

the

‘ ‘She also said Mayo gRoberto “

.Arcmue never consultéd them ‘
,about the new plant. Biit Arcin- -
ue smd he conducted six pubhc :

heanngs ‘and  that
objected _

{ " During a program attende_d
by Mr. .Duterte, Arc nue' ac-
knowledged signing a’ memo-
randum -of agreement, with
thma ‘so that electr1c1ty we
supply: to: the Luzon gnd will
become2, 018 MW~ when added
to .the  Team
production.

-, “Toprotect and preg erve our

no one

nergy 5

enviroriment in Sual, Ithave an -

agreement’ with San Mig

el En-

ergy Corp. and the Phﬂ:ppme -
Coconut _Authority to &Vplant 1

rmlhon trees in Sual,” helsald

“T also- ‘'signed a memoran- :

dum of agreement -w
Department of Env1 %n
e ]”l

this -

‘year to plant 150,000 trees and

we have planted 100 ooﬁo trees
already," he said.
CAnpmp;A INQ

P o .

-i-cnnmsl.
' :
0,
B
[



0 3 NOV 2016

DATE UPPER HALF
PAGE ILOWER HALF

OCto |
‘manage
medical
wastes |

By Rio Araja

PROPER disposal of medical wastes will soon
be managed by the Quezon City government,
This after Mayor Herbert Bautista an-
nounced fhat the city government will soon
be collecting waste materials generated by
" QC-based medical clinics to minimize the
* risks to public health and the erivironment, |
“What the city government will be doing
is to make sure that these waste materials are
properly disposed in the most environment-
friendly manner,” Bautista said:
“This is better instead of just allowing these
wastes to be dumped illegally,” he added.
However, Bautista reminded clinic owners
that the city government will be imposing
certain fees for the collection and disposal of
medical wastes.
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‘UNDAS' AFTERMA'I'H Garbage littors the carretl eometery In cobu Clty on
Wodnosday morning. Close to a hundred peoplo were apprehended by barangay
environmental officers for Il'tterlng and smoking In’ ccmetarles durlng All Salnts’
Day. (Juan Carlo de Vola) o :

LA il . : oL

I_,,

i . — J—
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IMO agre{e

to

shippi

/By PIA LEE- BRAGO g

-

The 171 member countries ‘of the Intematlonal
Maritime Organization (IMO) including the Phll-

1pp1nes recently agreed to address greenhouse gas

emissions from mternatlonal shlppmg i_ S

United Nations Secretary—

General Ban Ki-moon has.

welcomed the steps by the
IMO members.

Astatementissued by Ban's -

spokesperson said the steps
include efforts to limit sulfur
emissions, a mandatory data
system for fuel consumption,

strengthened implementation-

of energy-efficiency regula-
tions, and a road map: for
developing by 20232 coms

prehensive IMO strategy on

‘reduction of emissions from
- ships.

”Welcommg these 1mpor-
tant steps, the Secrétary-Gen-
eral calls for urgent and ambi-

tious action to limit the green- N

asa specmhzed UN qgency is;

the global standard -setting

‘authonty for the’ safety, se-
curity and environmental

performance of international:

shipping, called the new man-
datory requireménts an im-
portant milestorie on the road
- to controlling:- 1nternat1onal
shipping emissions.. ;

The requiréments were -

adopted by the IMO’s Ma-
rine Environment Protectlon
Committee (MEPC) meeting
in London for its 70th session
last Oct. 24-28.

IMO Secretary- General
Kitack Lim said the new re-
quirements sent a clear signal
that IMO was ready to build

“oni the existing technical ‘and:

operational measures for sh1p
energy efficiency. | ‘

- “The data collection systém’

will equip IMO with concrete’
data to help it make the right
decisions, as well as enhanc-
ing its credentials as the pest
placed and competent forum
for regulating international
shipping,” Lim said. '

. According to IMO, the new

ng emissions

house gas emissions from
global shipping [which] are
projected: i ito rise significantly
given the critical role that
sh1pp1ng p]ays in the global
economy,” the statement said.
Ban called on IMO mem-
bers, in partnership with the
maritime industry, to promote
further progress on the reduc-
tion of greenhouse emissions
from shlps to contribute to the
objectivé: of the Paris Agree-
menton climate change, which
enters into force tomorrow.

mandatiii"ry‘ data collection
system is intended to be the
first in aTthree -step approach
in which| analysis of the data
collected *would provide the

basis foran objective, trans-

parent and inclusive pohcy
debate in the MEPC,

This would allow a decision .

to be made on whether ahy
further measures are needed to
enhance energy efficiency and
address greenhouse gas emis-
sions fIOI?.'L international ship-~

ping. If so; proposed policy op-

7t10ns would thenbe conmdered

lf'or its part, the IMO, which
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He orice described the Paris climate
deal as “stupid” and “absurd.” But
President Duterte is having a change -
of heart.. coE . .

While he continued to have “mis- -
givings” about the agreement, Duterte
said he would approve the deal if his
advisers thought it would be good: for -
the country. o ‘

1 will follow what mmy advisers
would tell me. If (environment sec-
retary) Gina Lopéz would say it's

_good, and if the legal adviser says’
that I should sign,‘-,&l‘e'n I will sign,”

the President told reporters during his
visit to his parents’ tomb in Davaq]City

Tuesday night. DA

" “The only problem is the paper is.
" riot et with me, I caringt approve:or:

disapprove anything;thiat is not on my:

reach

" tablé,” hie added. i
.j Duterte said the Paris agreement

has;to be.studied by his legal team

. because “there might bg some pro-

‘gressive clauses” that can affect the

| country. b
" I'¥will see if I have leeway and

elbow room to move because the

treaty now that is being signed

or passed around for ie}.igning is-
binding” he said. |- .
t Dutette clarified thotigh that he was
expressing his opinion s a lawyer, not
as a,president, because the paper has not
c§gd{ him yet. )

mate change has b('é_gn'tied to carbon .
emissions caused by hu man activities. The
phenomenon has been blamed for natural
disasters and drastic weather changes.
“In April, ‘more than 150 countries
signed the historic Paris.climate deal that
aims to limit global warming “well below”
‘two degrees Celsius above pre-industrial

levels. World leaders have also promised

fo step up measures that would limit tem-

= rc

Peratute rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius above-
_ = Alexis Romero .
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IBINALITA ng Departmént
of Environment and Na-
tural Resources (DENR)
na “compliant” o nakasu-
sunod ang ating bansa sa
mga probisyen ng Mont-
real Protocol na nagtatak-

da ng pagbabawas at'tu-.

fuyang hindi paggamit ng

ozone - depleting sub-

stances (ODS). C
Ayon kay DENR Under-

‘secretary for Legal Servi-

ces and Attached Agencies
Analiza Rebuelta Teh, mula
nang lumagda ang Pilipinas
atipa-tupad anig tratado, na-
phase out na natin ang mga
0ODS maliban na lamang sa

hydrofluorocarbons (HFCS)

na ginagamit sa refrigeration,
air-conditioning, foam manu-

facluring, “detosol produc:
tion at fire extinguisher.- Si

Undersecretary Teh ay'siya
ring national coordinator for
QDS prograrh. ‘

* Sinimulangipagbawalsa
ating bansa ang importas-

'yon ng CFGs (chloroflioro-

carbons) nitong 2010 at ang
HFCs nitong’ 2013. Maku-
kumpleto ang pagbabawal
hanggang sa taong 2040,

- Para sa kaalaman ng
ating mga kababayan; ang
0DS ay hindi ginagawa rito
sa afing bansa kung kaya't
ang pokus ng requlasyon ay

. sa Importation, processing,

sale at disposal ng CFCs at
HFCs. Noon-pang 1994 ay
mayroon na tayong Philip-
pine Ozone Desk (POD) na
siyang namamahala sa mga
programa ukol sa .0DS

phase-out, nasa ilalimitong .
* Environmental Management.

Bureau (EMB} na isa ring
sangay ng DENR. |

" AngMontreal Protocolna

PILIPINAS, NA

nabue noong tapng 1987 ang
sinasabing “the most suc-
cessful and effective envi-
ronmental ireaties ever” ha
nifagdaan ng ating pamaha-,
laan noong September 14}
1888 at sinang-ayunan ng

ating'Senado noong March -

21,1991, -

* Salogb ng mahigit dala-
-wang dekadang pagpapatu-.
pad ng Pilipinas sa nilala-
man ng iratadong ito, umabot
na sa 93 ODS projects ang’
naaprubahan sa atin npa

nagkakahalaga ng US$38.8 -
- million atkatumbas ng 3,300
tons na ODS na-phase out

sa bhansa. 3
Dahil sa pagsunod’ng
maraming bansa, malaki ang
naging papel ng Monireal
_ Protoco! sa climate change

mitigation dahil sa malaking -
kabawasan ng ODS na.ibl~ .
nubuga sa himpapawirin na

tinatayang umabot sa 135 bil-
fion tons. Ayon nga sa mga
eksperto, “the ozone layer

is healing itself and is’ex- -

pected to recover by the
middle of the century”...

tingkod ang DENR partikular .

ang'POD sa pagsusumikap ™

at pagseseguro na nakasu-.

., Sunodang bansasamgapa- -

"DR. HILDA €. ONG
AKASUSUNOD SA
'MONTREAL PROTOCOL - DENR.

. takaran na sinang-ayunan %

' pez, ay. nakatitiyak tayo na

Binaball ng inyong.

UPPER-HALF
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tin kasama ng international

community. Nakatutuwang -
* malaman na malaki ang ba-
- hagi natin sa unti-unting pag-
hitom at paggaling ng ating’

ozpne layer. ‘

©,8a pamumuno ng kasa-
Jukuyang kalihim ng DENR,
si Secretary Regina Pazto-.

magtutuloy-tuloy ang ma-
ganda nating performance sa
pagsunod sa Montreal Pro-
tocol dahil alam naman natin
kiing gaano ka-passionate.
ang kalihim pagdating 'sa
usaping pangkalikasan. . .

programang "HEALTH
& Travel @ SERBISYO
PUBLIKQ, sa DWBL
1242 kHz (8:00-9:00
am.)Monday to Friday
‘at DWSS 1494 kHz
{{9:00-10:00am.), Sa-
turday & Sunday. Ma-
‘babasa ang kanyang
mgaaricle saDr. Hilda
OngFB FanPage. l‘ !

—_—— = — =

TANGKILIKIN ahg|

L OWER-HALF
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CCCurged
to facilitate
LGUs’ access
‘to climate
- fund

* By JESS DIAZ

.-Mindoro Occidental Rep.
Josephine Sato urged the Cli-
mate Change Commission
(CCC) Tuesday to make local

- government units’ access to
the P2-billion People’s Sui-
vival Fund easier. ., .-

“The CCC and the De-

administer the fund, should
relax access requirements.
Otherwise, what will they
do with the mongy if it is not
used?” she said. - e
Sato said Congress created
the huge fund tg help LGS
prepare for calarhities and
other disasters. PR
-The lawmaker said LGUs
could apply for funding for
climate change mitigation
projects but based on CCC
data; “only a handful of LGUs
have expressed interest in ac-
cessing the fund.” .
“This is because they are
re?uired to-prepare and submit
atleast 20 documents. Thislong
list of requirernents discourages
LGUs from applying for furidt
ing forlife-saving programs and
'| projects,” Sato stressed. ,
Nevertheless, she.encour-
aged local governments to
.| bring their concerns to thé
attention of CCC and DOF so0
they could speedily access the
| P2billionfund.

partment of Finance, which .

' _“LGUs are at the forefront
of the country’s struggle for
disaster preparedness and resil-
iency. They should be plovided
with all the help they need to
boost their capacity to| reduce

the risk of disasters In_their
respective localities,” Sato said.
~ The P2-billion PSF ig in-
cluded in the annual biidget.
' Earlier, Sato urged the Na-
| tional Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Council to
speed up tﬁe release of funds
for victims of recent|;super
Typhoon Lawin, which 'dam-
aged many communities jn
Northern Luzon. R
~ She said she received infor-
mation that the coungil was
“under-spending” foreign
| and local donations and funds
budgeted by Congress for vic-
tims of calamities. L ‘
Paris Agreement
“World Meteorological Ot-
ganization (WMO) Secre-
tary-General Petteri Taalas
again called for the imniedi-
ate implementation of the
Paris Agreement on Climate
Change after it was discovered
that the average concentration
- globally of carbon. dioxide in
the atmosphere sult'Eed :ag_ain.
- Taalas said “without, tack-
ling .carbon dioxide €mis-
sions, we cannot tackle climate
change and keep tempe#‘qture
increases to below two degrees
Celsius above the pre-indus-
trial era,” which the |Paris
Agreement hoped to achieve:-
+“Tt is thetefore of utmc#‘s"r im-
portance that the Paris Aigree-
ment does indeed entef into
force'well ahead of schdule
on (Nov. 4} and that we fast-
track its implementation,” Tda=

Y R e nc sl

las said. — With Pia Lee-Brago:
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| Cavite, Zambales, Bataan joining

forces to preserve marine bmdlversny

By AI_H'I'HONY G_II!

TRECE MARTIRES CITY, Cav-
ite - The provinces of Cavite, Zam-
bales and Bataan ar CaZamBa are
set to unite in a bid to preservé and
protect marine biodiversity and
improve further the ecosystem and
development in Manila Bay.

Engineer Rolifo Posas, Provin-
| cial Government-Environment and
Natural Resources (PG-ENRO)
officer, said that meetings are ten-
tatively set this month (November)

~among Governor J esus Crlspm Re-

mulla and his counterparts friom
Bataan and Zambales. '
The move was initiated by Re-

“mulla and the other governors,

Posas said Wednesday afternoon.
“It is about blodlversny, con-

. serving the marine species, stop-

ping illegal fishmg, trawling and

_ other concerns in Manila Bay. The
(upcoming) forum is set to invite
- other governors of the provinces

with the bay in thelr turf » said
Posas. ¥

Posas said that his office is set
to release areport on mmghts and
actmn plans in the bay area in Cav-
ite and other provinces.

# e hope more provinces Jom
the undertakmg, Batangas had
mgmﬁed its intention and so with
the nelghbormg provinces. .

Cav1te is one of the provinces
with a vast coastal area covering
the Bacoor District, Cavite City
and the _municipalities of Kawit,
Noveleta Rosario Tanza, Naie,'
Tern%te and Maragondon.

fo—
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 ATHREE-YEAR pioject thtaims
to siréngthen the capacty to.ma-
nage the conservation of areas

-y -with Indigenous paoples {IPs) by

. - designating them as protecled ar-
~gashashbeen unveiled by the De-
\pariment of Environment and Na-
“Hiral Resourcés (DENR).
ZaThe DENR'S Biodiversity Ma-
_.nagement Bureau will setve as
1hé6ad implementing agency of
“the project called Strengthening
National Systems-1o Improve
Governance and Management of
indigenous Peoples and Local
Communities Conserved. Areas
-and Territories (CCA).
_;--:According to DENR Secretary
" Gina Lopez -and BMB  Director

[

mai goal was to recognize con-

i addition 1o the country’s protected
artas system, i

| “"nature, IPs have traditions that in-

P, L ———

. Theresa Mundita Lim, the project’s
sgrvation areas managed by in-
! digenous groups.asa susiginable

% They say: “We acknowledge
What because of ihelr affinity with -

5 DENR IJEIS PROJECT,
% rOR INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

- trinsically show respect for the
environment and presetve it.”
Joining the Jaunch, -dmang
olhers, were liugao Representa-
tive Teodoro Baguilat Jr.,.donor
- representative Ola Almgren of the
United Nations Development Pro-
gramme and National Commis-

sion on Indigenous Peoples Corm-

missioner Basilio Wandag of the

Cordillera Autonomots and-Ho-.

“'gos regions. ;T
The project would be imple-
mented in 10 project sites, name-
ly: Mt. Taungay in. Tinglayan,
Kalinga;.Mt. Polis in Hungduan,
lfugao; Mt Imugan in Santa Fe,
Nueva Vizcaya; Egongotin Maria
Aurora, Aurora; Kanawan in Mo-
rong, Bataan; Balabac In Pala-
wan; Mt. Kimangkil in Impasu-g-
ong, Bukignon; Mt Apo.in Mag-
pet, North Cotabato; Mt. Diwatain
Esperanza, Agusan del Sur; and
Dinarawan inzJabonga, Agusan
_delNorte, . !
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GNH just
as important
-as GDP"
" ‘BYMARVINSY -
Sen. Loren Legarda has
called for the adoption' of
- Bross national happiness
(GNH) indicator yged by Bhu-
tan to measure hovy happy its
citizens are with thejr lives.
At a lecture on GNH con-
ducted. by, Bhutan’s Dr. Sa4.
mdu Chetri at the Manijy Polo
Club last week Legarda said
at imptoving the quality of
life goes beyond économic
growth as measured by erogs
domestic roduct, whiclh has'
long beeri the Obsession of goy-
ermments all gver the world," ;
Legarda said that'there are
equaily impogtant factors that
the government should focys |
- on such as good governance,
" equitablé and sustainable
- Socio-economic development,
envirorimental Sustainability,
cultural preservation ‘am di-
saster resjlienice, s :
“The overall quality of life
-of Filipinos remaing Ppootly un-
derstood due to the absence of
Measures that wil] reflect thejr !
appiness and well-being, We
need to pursue the holistic de-
velopment of the country amiq
the threats of climate change
and increased disaster risks,”
said Legarda, the UNISDR
Global pion for Resilience. -
Legarda noted that. GDp
does not reflect the quality of
life of the citizens of acountry
and is focused.purely on the
£rowth of the economy,

.~ Based on Bhutan's]':]'model

for"GNH,;happiness is mea-
sured by the promotion of
equitable and sustginable
socio-economic develolpment,
thé preservation and >romo-
tion of cultural valuks, the
conservation of the Ratural
environment, and the| estab-
lishment of good governance.

- “The thought behind GNH
is simple: incorporate the status
of the environment, good| gover-
harice, equitable and sust4inable

 socio-economic growth and the
- Promotion and preservation of

culture when measuring the
growth of countries, The quality
of life is just as importantjas the
growth rates that we haw,  been

working so hard to increase,” |

Legarda said in her speech.
“Is ourimage of the future an
urbanjungle where grass cannot
grow, where economic growth
rate is directly proportional to
the number of people who suf-
focate from industrial fumes?
Certainly, this concern iél_not
reflected’in our traditionalieco-
nomic yardsticks,” she added,
Legarda has filed Seglate

. Resolution Number 15 yz ing

the Nationa] Economic and
Development Authority to
update the country’s devel-
opment indjcators’ to reflect
the happiness and well-beling'
of Filipinos, using Bhutan’s
GNH as its model. _

“Thereisaneed foracomg;e—
hensive approach to measure
the happiness and well-bei I3
of Filipnos in order to review

e impact of existing policies
and infroduce corrective mea-
sures. The GNH concept used
bﬁ the Royal Government {of
B :

utan measures progress by -

giving equal importance to

hon-economic aspects of well:.

being,” she said,
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HAZARDOUS WASTE. Trash left by thousands who visited the gravés ofthéir departed dead c:’h:-Monday, like this one at
the Sangandaan cemetery in Caloocan City, pose some serious threat to the health of individl}i_qlsi—unless the heaps of
garbage are immediately collected and brought to the necessary landfills in the metropolis. ﬁhdrew Rabulan




