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REISA GENERAL‘recogni—
that mining is 4 hecessary
Jonent of economie growth
2 Philippines, . -
nce the 1970s, 'mining has
regarded as 3 potentia]
¢ of economic development.
lemands of a fast growing
lation, within the context
elopment, require natural
ree extraction and utiliza-

Many mineral-rich areas,
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- however; are also environmen-
tally valuahle.- Thus, the contest
between the economic return of
mining and the benefit of pre-

. serving an area for environmen-
tal protection 1is ever-present,

. and often controversial. Despite

the signiﬁ_cant«_disturbance that

‘mining creates, there shoulg be

a general agreement that, done

responsibly, mining can produce

net €conormic and social benefits,

The paramount question there-

fore is: Do we need new laws to

ensure. mining is done respon-
sibly? .. Lo

B

stafidinig the facheghiabt

. B{i

that will replace

Atz Cohgess,

= ing laws, policiesfor ev

" Act No. 7943 orthe Philippine
Mining Act was enacted in199s5,
In-that same year, the mining
law’s: constitutionality was
challenged before the Supreme
Court. It took the High Court
almost a decade to decide in
favor of upholding the validity
of the Mining Act in 2004 after

" % motion for réconsideration.

Subsequentl}g Executive Order

(EQ) No. 79, which suspends the

granting of new.mining permits,
was issued in 2012.-EO 79 still
survives amidst the inténsi_fied

. ] 120 years? j}t is

¥ -3 F it . L . s .

: of 1995 has m‘»@afckmg In this;,governing:l w:for
N e T ! it el 7T
St in operationifor less {HARY A highly techl%’cga"l‘ﬁ?ﬂdustry‘that
eight years, calls to scrap the ex- . has provisions for environm, ental
istjﬁéﬂ@ﬁa&ébegn rmgl‘;gg,'f-_ ’ otection, soc;al,de&gop?negt,é
the pu c;-agan- :In particylar, . - akd rehabilitation? Sey -

cerns have been fios;

tiohs already aq‘dres_s'th
AFirst, there i§th
NFiroHmant s i

As a ba:ckgfblu‘n'ld', Republic

VES S

——— Pttty

L

ofirelevant laws, o
environmental destruction;
hu|mqn rights violations,. -

and economic stagnation
in mining continue to exist:
only because such faws are:
nolﬂfp'rdperly enforced.
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wironmehtal Protection takes reahfze that ggal! HE D
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the exist ,pg.g‘;if‘-rglévantlaws, en- and svaluate compliance of )
ﬁronmental-déstx:uctibnj ‘human !r._‘_:mini'ng“ activities, large scale or -

-rights Violations,‘and--economic t‘i‘sm’aﬂl scale,'to existing environ:
' stagnation in Tining continue to | medtallaws, rules and regulations,
exist only because such laws are u - Only .‘actual use of the existing .

hot propérlyenforced, . . o%g,
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B Duterte reappoints

~ Lopez as DENR

§

ByALEXIS &=
ROMERO .
,President ;
Duterte has reap- |
pointed Environ-
-ment Secretary .

Gina Lopez. and

praised her for be- -

Ing strict in imple-

menting mining

_regulations. o

.~ The President, .
however, failed to
explain why Lo- ;
pez'sname wasnot
included in the list !

~ of Cabinet reap-

' pointments Malaca-
fiang had sent to the o ,
Commission on Appointments (CA) for
confirmation. - o o

Lopez was one of 15 Cabinet officials -

- who were not confirmed by the CAbefore -

Congress went on recess last month.
‘The absence of Lopez’s name triggered "

- speculations that she is no longer a mem-
ber of the Cabinet. Duterte, however, con-
firmed that Lopez is still part of his téam.

" “By the way, I reappointed her. She was

© bypassed (by the CA),” Duterte said dur-
ing the ceremoriial switch-on of a power

~plant of the Palm Concepcion Power

* Corp. in Malacafiang on Monday. .

. I like her. She is okay, 'very strict. I

. like that. She is not cortupt, I like that.

" And cannot be corrupted. Why? Because -

- I want my country at least relatively safe

* from predators of all sorts,” the President -

- added. L c

SN i

- secretary

The environment department under
' Lopez has suspended10-mining firms
and has recommended the suspensiori of
20 others for failing to,pass an environ-
- mental audit. T
Meanwhile, Isabela Rep. Rodolfo Al-
bano III yésterday said Lopez should not
assume office yet. I
- “Obviously, her new appointment
was isstted while Congress is already in
session. That means thatitis aregular ap-
pointment, which has to be confirmed by
the Commission on Appointments before
the appointee can assu "e office;” he said.
Albano, CA majority leader, said if
Lopez.was appointed {hetween Oct. 22...,
and Now: 6cduring-Conbrdss! .recess, she'-i
coulelyimrriedrately: assumergfficesince
she received an ad interim appointment. |
- Albano said he is for confirming Lo-
‘pez’s appointment. I, e :
- “I'will support her. But for her own
+sake and for the sake of her agency, she
-should delay assuming office because she
has alot of enemies in the miningindustry
who could be waiting for her to commit a
mistake so they could file a case dgainst
her. Her actions and de¢isions ‘could be
questioried,” he said.  [{. = .
. Alternatively, he said Lopez could wait
- for Congress to goonits Ql}ristmas recess
. middle of next month and ask thé Presi- -
dent to issue her an ad interim appoint-
ment so she could immediately assume |
* office. . — With Jess Diaz
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" GINA LOPEZ DENR CHIEF |

\

Ini-appoint muli ni PRESDU30 si Gina Lopez -

bilang’ Envifonment Secretary matapos izby-
passed ng Commission on Appointments.

‘Ayon kay PRESDU30 mismio, gusto niya si
Lopez dahil very strict at hindi comupt.Lalonang
hindi raw.puwedeng i-corrupt si Lopez.Safive .

monthsna péﬁkfakaupo ni Lopez, haging respdn-,
sa kampanya sa pag-audit ig mining -

sablé siya

Vo,
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o entvarogramme: © L
('END X o Y fy. et} all-out su
nancmpémtwe 113 most suitable ﬁnance solu-  port, as|she vowed to helJ ]
Project. tions to bridge' the]rnahonal push the“holicy agenda t.o
Occidental Mindoio Rep. - F biodiversity finance i raise iny eatments ‘or biodi-
Josephine “N, Ramp : “The’success:of 1m~ versity, (k-
Sosep e en';e ¥; hz- tiative:ia mvalunble since..  “Occidéntal Mindors is a
"Sato, a member of the it will' have far reaching microcosm of the Philippines
House committee on ecolo. - effects hot just for the prov— that is pdntinuously’ chal-
&Y, said biodiversity conser- ince of Occidéntal Mindoro™ lenged with the twin prob-
vation, protéctign and re but to the whole' country as” lems of poverty and environ-

toration part have been he: well said-Sato, - =- - mental dégradation. Add to
advocacy even before join- A former govérnor- of: the presPu.m 8" to. become
ing the govemmenbsemee; Occidental Mindoro, Sato " adaptive/to climate change
" “Being born from an is- has been.supportive of var-, while stnkmg balance be-

- Y 4! iousinitiatives thatseek to . tween bigdiversity congerva-
éﬁg@?ﬂ?ﬁ%ﬁﬁ_ : : 4l promotethe protectlonand 4. tion, socml_}uehce selfreh-
5ity, T understand the ardu- conservakion of the envircn-, antand sustmnah domes-

o to preserve local Occldental Mindoro. Rep. m%nt a.l:lnad 1tst11'11chmed1cver- tic gootr;om ? she t?hmds.e
Jose : Neng" I- sity such as the New Con- ato, |Along ‘wi na-
i Wh]{:eag?m gthe, * l’ez-Sl':,a"L:I ° Ram servai:n:n(lliI Areas i IIII_:' ;:hpz:;hﬂ- Loreri % 4 l:tral.lci back-
: - ippines (NewCAP, ect,’ ing movesito fag miea-
g:;odl;%r:‘tga:fggﬁ;&e nex"?}:}x?)qulm lgdagt];o}l)sldrepmssb: Elch started when_she. sures thatgnll and the |
© guests- daiing a méeting ing the biodiversity ﬁnance &alftatlh Kﬁ%‘;%mr;“ Ocel- - °°¥§;,?§e| ¥ th atwnal
ok e B Sl e Bl B oSS iR
3 Ve ml.
 Philippines, Titon Mitra. . [t is demgnedto provide the a%'eas %%00;38 l;);'l etl?e Bill (HB)FI‘? or the Ex—
Sato vowed to work an innovative. methodology NewCAPP Project "she said. ~ panded 1 'NIPAS to én-
* hand-in-hand with UNDP~ -enabling countries to mea- Sam.amd P’s. sug- . hance the. protection of 100
- and BIOFIN Project to in- sure their currént biodiversi- - tained effort towards biodi- - protected: areas, which still
crease investments for g expenditures, asgess their versity, inclusive growth . go not have ]egmlahve back-
odwersxty . cial neéds i the ‘medi- and development tis worthy - ing or support. -
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. PINANGUNAHAN Tig De-

partment of Enivironment
and Natural Resources
(DENR] katuwang ang Cli- .
mate Change Commis-

-sfon (CCC) at: Office of

Senator Loren B, Legar-
da ang isang araw na Na-
tional Sympaosium-and
Exhibit on' Bamboo and
Climate Change riitong
November 21, 2016 sa
Hotel Sofitel sa Pasay
c]ty. L . R . .7
_ Satemang "Bambao for
Resilience” binigyang-diin

sa buong araw na pagtitipon

ang kahalagahan ng-mga
kawayan bilang strategic tool
to mitigate the effects of ol
mate change at bilang isang
sustainable economic deve-

: lopment.

. Kabilang sa-mga duma-
lo sina DENR Secretary Re:'
gina Paz Lopez, Senafor Le-
garda, CCC Secretary /Vice
Chairman Emmanuel De
Guzman, Department of
Trade and Industry (DTI)
Secretary Ramon Lopéz, lio-
cos Sur representative Vie-
torino' Savellano at 200 ex-

* peris at stakeholders.

Binigyang-diin ni-Secre-
tary Lopez ang piaho ng ahen-

siya sa pagtataguyod ng
isang milyong.:ekidryang
bamboo plantation 54" mga
critical watershed afed at sa
ilang Tugar kung saan ipina-
tutupad ang Enhanced Na-
tional Greening-Program
(ENGP) sa ilalim ng admi-
nistrasyon ni Pangulong Ro-
drige R. Duterte. " -

- Kabildng sa mga pinag-

usapan ang bamboo biolo-

gy, utilization, enterprise,
post harvest technologies at
mga policy / advocacy sup-
.portforbambod. .

Nagkaroon ng oportu-

nidad ang 'mga- dumalo
upang masaksihan ang iba't
ibang gamit'ng’mga kawa-
yan at napag-alaman ang
kagandahan ng pagtatagu-
yod ng isang :commiunity-
based enterprises sa'mga
rural area, . ¢

Ang mga Kawayan ay
isa lamang sa mga fastest-
growing plant kabllang sa
Poaceae (Graminease) fa-
rrily na lumalaki ng one me-
ter kada araw. Kinikilala ito
bilang mabisang panfaban sa
climate change at.sa bio-
mass productionat renewa-
bility nito. .~

Base sa mga pag-aaral,
kayang humawak ng hang-

- gang 400% carbon per unit

area ang isang kawayan at

- nakakapaglabas ito fig 35%

oxygen kumpara sa [bang
pumo. | - N
~ Pero namamatay ‘ito

" kapag hindi naalagaan sa
- loob ng sa_rnpung_tao_n.-.Sa

] g o .

tamang pamamaraan ng.
. vestisang beses kada dala-

pagkuha ng mga bahagt nito,
ang root system nito ay na-
bubuhay at patuloy na sumi-
sipsip g carbon,

wayan sa buong mundo, 49
sa mga ito ay tumutubo sa
Pilipinas, Magandang opor:
tunidad to para sa hiansa
upang maging second lar-

gest barhboo producer inthe” -
world kastnod ng China na

mayroong 50%_ market
share. i Lo -

NitOng,'ZO{')'Q.,:iasa‘ ika-’

anim na pliwvesto ang bansa

bilang biggestiexparter ng

mga bambob product na

nagkakahalagd:ng. US$30 ]
million.: Ang’ international #
mar-ket value of commercial - f

bamboo ay umabot sa
US$20billion nitong 2015 da-

" hil sa tumataas na demand
para sa mga eco-friendly al-

ternative to wood.

Ang'kawayan ay nagi-. -

ging ganap-na matured sa
loch Iamz-_mg ng.[imang taon

ANG INYON

‘BAMBOD SYMPOSIUM'

+ ekonamiko fat magandang
- epekio nitolgq kallkasan,

T o -

=

at puwedehig ‘makapag-har-

wang taorisa loob ng 100
hanggang 120 years. Hindi

, - lugi kapag nag-invest sa mga
Alam n'vo ba na sa ma- h R
higit isang libong urf ng ka-.

kawayan. e ]
‘Isa ang-paglalagay ng
bamboo plantation sd mga

* balakinl ng pifuwag na Anti-
. lilegal Logging Task Force
* (AILTF) napinamuminuan . -
. dati ni Ge
. da. }

. Renato Miran-
I= T.

Noon pd man ay nakita
na niva ang potensiya pang-
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; " ¥ EEPNEYS may be‘cc.éhéidered by many as4 pes,k"y l&lt, being cll[d, L
L, *§ dilapidated and terrible smolke- elchiers that deserve to be phased
[ ) outunder the Departirignt of Transportation’s (DOTy) transport-
i . Modernization program.- . SR .
P pEE Y R O ‘ ' :‘ E
While a phaseout looks good, ér-é@f};?fdiﬂa‘gytpeoﬁeﬁﬁgﬁ gy they g0 out again only g5

having béen crafted by scented and
well-heeled ‘policy-makers of the '
Aquino adinini'straj:idn-,"'mény' of '

whom favor more big businesses,

on :

|

the contrary, there are also dquaily o
convincing technical arguments :
proposing a .face'-.lif_‘t' ‘fo'r: Jjeepneys |

instead of dphaseout. .
Modernization

5 B

M MU T A (T (o |
unwittingly, -fa?{oxs‘;“ib‘;g&l_:;aggﬁl%%ssg%,

is forl'ug :
boys? Transport- modernization, -

: P S B g o
because it,callsifdra vehiile W€l
gine replacement, which can meap :

aP15 O-billiqn replaceméngggngzjkgt. 1

for vehicle manufacturers

meananaddedburdentothe

.

who will pay the amoi’i:izatiqnsﬂ s

It also calls for some ceritydliza. ‘
tion or clustering to be manhdged’
professional “fleet m

business corpor,
While markebdﬁég‘l;gd big busi-
| ness rhodels.ar® £fficiént ir

of economiég of s¢

Nt e A
gnagérsialong
the traditional, more. efficiehjra’fbig;,a.i

.

ate modeld At

'government’s. thrust. toward more -

inclusivity. If efficiency is a prob-
l_em, there are multiple ways to
wchieve this, and stjll retain the
urrent ownership structures and

usiness models,

andthebanksdciingallt;.hg“ inancing, .
- While it is-good for then, 4 will i

[
vers; /|

i
1

R ETL

¥

i
H

ient in terms -,
&, they revérse - |

- Jeepneys are microbusinéss-

t Most ieannewe imaledio_ a1

_ thisig

fact some of their bumperitail flaps -
carry midssages, like “katas ng Saud;” !
(juice of Saudi). S0 3

Jeepreys provide so much em-" :

ployment and livelihood. -Apart

from“fhe-opérator, who earns the

daily “boundary income”, jeépneys
provide employment to twg”c__lﬁ\'fe'r_'sw )
i per uni‘ :Lﬂ';" N ‘n"t ottt LR

T

Thus, many jeepney groups op-1"

pose transport modernization, if jt |
translates to & phase out. Unforty-
nately, most oppose without taking
steps themsalves to comply withi'the
program’s goals, ro :

Newjeepneygroup risestothe :

need. A new group, the National -
. JeepheyFederation for Environmen. ;

talSustainable Transport (NJFEST), -

headed by Ronald Baroidan, has

responded seriously to the clarion
call, even adopting DO'Tr's Environ-

, mentalSustainébleTranspo'rt(EST), '

after.piirchase, Experience shows -

2,

necessarily follow. ‘

For Baroidan; jeepney driversare
the usual-whippingboyof"legal” bul-
lies from traffic enforcers, to erring -

P E P . P

. Strategy toitsname, but still Oppos-
., ing-a.phase 6ut on the argument
.- there js ho -gfﬁa"ifantee a brand-new
. vehicle. wzllngtbe a smoke-belcher:

a'nonsequitur” as it does-riot -

. tions or%g pollution control,

. more intelligent choices,
! can't be iqlbng fully as Section 15 on
- Alr Pollution Research remains un-

getc :ught and penalized anew, g,
they are forced to bribe thejy way to
contifitie driving, But no amount of: ;
Penaltiesor frequency ofarrests will '
reduce emissions, nor will 5 vehicle
or eng:i‘r}e replacement reallyreduce

emissions, Section46 oftheCleanAjy ,
Act requires that apart from penal- °
ties, vic?lato’rs must undergo a semj-
nar onlemission reductiop, )
Section 11 mandates that gov-- ..
ernment must make available all .
the information o best practices,
techniques and fechnological op- -
thereby
making -
But this -

Empowering ‘totorists on

; " funded and unimplemented,

It is-fronic that Researchers for "
Clean Air {ResCueAir), a group of ;

' scientists and researchers from -

academe led by Prof. Edgar Vallar,

. PhD, fr('i;n De La Salleand Mylene *

i Cayetaxfo, PhD, from UP Diliman, ;
“ even sE"_e]nt their own personal

' money qb‘brin'g':iere‘rman experts
x and_‘egujpment to study black car-

bon in ¢ur ambient air, in the ab-
| . Ml

»sence ofisupport from the govern-
¥ "'ment, And et there are hu?dreds :

DA v

 of milligha’of pésos wir

e —— 1

e
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ubiquitous tricycles nationwide, -

-, aremigo home-based busi-" - -

-, esses, Most operators own
 orjust afew units, Only a few

IR ALY

toperators own orie ",

operatorsown more than 10 -
units; which are distributed to - :
their children. Jeepneys provide |
.50 much employment and liveli-

hood; Apart from the operator, : -

. ;who eams the daily “boundary: -,

~ income’, jeeprieys provide em-

ployment to two drivers per unit.

- JEEEP on the go, but blocked?

" Against threats of a phase out,
NJFEST sought Environmental :

Management Bureau-National
Capital’Regioq (EMB-NCR) Director

MindaOsorio's helptojointlylaunch :
the Jeepneyforthe Environmentand .

Energy-Efficient Program (JEEEP),
which attempts to develop a semj-

nar template implémenting both -
Section 11 and Section 46, evenin |

the absence of funds. vy
Engr. Dave Garxcia, NJFEST's.

~_consultant, said the JEEEPlecture-

seminar is good as starters, but |

there is no substitute to hands-.

* On practical learning, and making
‘trial tests on all the techniques,

best practices and te,chn'ologi'calk

* options available,

_Afi:erall,’ghereis‘no substitute to -
experientiallearning, Similarly,one
canneverlearn howtodrive or swim .

byreading giridebooks, without ac-
‘tual physical driving or swimming, |

- NJFEST requests if the EMB-NCh .

for them thé'i;ujnei‘ops, little item:s,

‘such as lubricants, filters, gadgets
and additives. ete.. urhirh favrm s

ccan fund their research by buying

*

", ceont or o
ok e nduingthe

producing official receipts fiom -

i

a caterer’
participants along with pictures as
proof. As the caterer needs to !‘ggt
a cut for this, this reduces the
amount, and triggers unnecess :
suspicions of. shady deals. N
What’s dirty with our air. This

is ironic as the DENR purchalf.:és "

hundreds of miillions of pesos worth .

of azizbie_ntair.mgpitoring stations

Dony, o apdo.o B . . S
every. yedr ffom the’ sarne supphér, !

. e ‘
almost on anegotiatedbasis. Worgst, -

mostarenot functioning, and if they
do,most can’t read real time. And for
the few upgraded with real-timelog-
gerswiththeEMB-NCR, thatcanndw
read réa_lﬁl_i;'lé,-ﬂ'i'eyarp' still inaccuraléé
asthebase equipmentare considered

obsolete,_a;:idhéve a_high,25—percegt o

deviation in accuracy, far from the
world standard of 2.5 percent.

The géggmh@ghnt‘ must invest qn
solutions’to_ emissions at source,
andnot on yearly purchases of thejle

monitoringstations that only rea |

for more Jaccurate ,aystaging, read-,
ings will be eraticas air turbulence
from sea breeze; for example, cah’
alter actual results, !

Ifwearetrulyserious tocleanthe |

air andmitigateclimatechange, let’%

change'the climate of governance; -,

startingwith theoverhaul of ridicus
lous buteaucratic practices. - L

Few will know, fuel is “it”, Ag

we keep on blaming the driverand
the governtment. for many of the .
problems, including air ‘pollution,|‘f~

few willknow that the main culprit;
is the presence of polyaromatic hy-,

nr-"ét .

P .

s

how polluted theajris. Unless moni-
. HE . [

‘toringcandoreal;timemeasuremenit

nd bloat. the nurﬁbeﬁ"jdf -

drocarbons (PAHs), the compounds} ' .

presentin nght Cycle Qil,iwhich isa
waste product of refineries that are|,

blendedbyas muchas 11 percent of| :
diesel. Itis the PAHs that are pro-|

ducing the :blag:k;carbpn. L
For so long, few will know this

matter present in fuel. Butwith the|

information explosion and the pol-
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Water interconnects.
out basicneeds. .
It is. therefore a won- -
der—and - somewhat of - a,
tragedy—that  there is.a.frag- -
‘mented response to the emerg-.
.ing global water crisis, -
We still do not have a com-
prehensive water roadmap for.
our country. Nor do we have a
unified body that will imple- . he
ment such aroadmap. - .. "+ “bod
In 1999, the'National Water w
Resources Board (N WRB) came
up with a national water plan, . o
It failed because it had inade-
quate government support. . -
- In 2010, the Natidnal .Eco-,
' nomic Development Authority

many- of

l

edz}0 ‘

lack of'mainteniﬁ% >

- A second evént wislthe Cli-

{Neda) formﬁlatedawatgr-doq:_- mate - -Change:’;v_ mr;qg;ssion
ument, . awarding of the top't6-EEU cli-
Unfortun‘atlely,‘ it fo(;u_sed:‘ imatg change pProgramsihy. Sec-

. mainly on a-network to stpply { r-r_é‘\taryManuel de Guzman., Sen.-
water to different sectors, S L?Jre'ﬂ‘['.eg‘arda explained how
Last Sept. 14, NWRB Execu- the awarded LGUs"should be
tive Director Sevillo David Jr.  made models for;water‘c_onlser-
- called for a water roadmap ”vationNan'd'solidWast;e;n{anage-
.meeting, ©T T ment, which greatly ‘iﬁlp'acts
~ However, there was only  water safety, S
low level rep}:esehtatiori'from. " These'two events iré close-
too few government -agercies. rly'interconnected_bywaﬁer.;But
and the priv_atése_ctor. S souare many other players in -
‘ our country. ., i
~ DENR i planting bamboo in
iimilliorihectaresfei.nd-‘fes’tdring
the 300,000 has.: of mangrove
forests we have lost.

Recent events
During the Climate Change
Week that ended last Nov; 26; 1
 participated in two events. Orie; PR
was the Bambhoo Conference, - ,These. mangroves he;I__p",us
DENR Secretary Gina Lopez ex- 'keep water in the forests as
plained how DENR'S plan ‘to ' well as protect our coastal ar-
plant bamboo in 1 million. .gas from storm surges.:
hectares would significantly - DA"is helping farmers-ad-

5 .

H

"STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND IN

iy R s |: ‘. ! -
dresy " too Titﬂgr;wiijiter duri
drougtits, dnd-too much wat

duringfi does this with:, . dressed, by a comprehén

climate-resistéfit varieties. |’ . roadmap. s
}-'_;t"alsb‘-promﬁtt‘.ﬁmore effi: > I oso doing, each sec|
ety 5. i ‘should review and analyze th

=

U
o | unité to take advantage of.p $: (
eW- .vegetable ga . sible synergies. o G
i i th i But this will not happen au
S eating veget § rtomatically. oL
.and"children are taugq |~ " The government, with'S
that-vegetable production rels “:ator ‘Loren Le arda, Sectetar
e RS I iy o B P & | T
qungq's?.a-‘less-_ ater trpan‘meat; ' Gina! Lopez, and the Clug__ e-?ﬂq
pro‘gﬁ;cti S Li"‘ Change Commission, shb,’qlgi,ﬁ;g
Fof the, private sector, ar ﬁ;’_leadjn‘ the roadmiap formula’y. |
chiteéts,afid Engineers are now i-ton.! :

“"encatchment

and[’di‘s'];i'éi'SaI’ff"systerﬁs in the

buildings, .houses:and infras] '

tructure they design; ‘
Indisstries have :factories
which use recycled water and

water effluents adopting the

newést technologies and prac-
ticesthat preserve and decon-
taminate water, :
I 'A_ctiph needed”
However, given the im-
pending water crisis, are there

enough of these'act‘iv_ities go- |i

ingonin each sector? '

Even.if .there; are ~enough

Programs, are the technologies
and practices Msed the best
available inthe market? :

And i$ the potential synergy

) e b

i

ITIATIVES SERVICE

: ,gThe‘ée important and b
-geri:t questions must: he:

:“magnitude and effe
“its programs.

These sectors can’.then

el T T g
ctiveness of i
: o

[ But no less than President
" Rodrigo Duterte should’ iinjte
".the approximately 30 water-
‘related government ag’eif;g:_imé’s
~ 1o “help’ implement
riroa';dmap.‘ ‘ Y
' ‘There should likewise bea:
‘public-private sector, body
Chaired by the President
| jvhich’i}vill_ deliver a unitedl re- -
. Sponse to the interconnected - ;
} water challenge we face today.
g T

i
|

i
|
]
\
I
|
3
f
I

e

iThe autholis Agriwatch Chair, former Secia-
{ !

tary, of Presidential Programs and Projects, "

from these interconn_ected sec-
tors being harnessed?

. S : LT T
andformer Undérsecretary of DA and BT, |
Confact is agriwatch_phil@yaheo.com

|

g
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fﬁoE asked \
to pursue
| $500-m
| eveh|c|es

By Alena Mae S. Flores ‘

e

THEElectrlcVehlcle Assoc1atmn
of the ‘Philippines on Tuesday
urged the Energy Department to
reconsider its, cancellation of the
Asian Development Bank loan
for the rollout of 100,000 electric
tricycles. : 3

EVAP president Rommel Juan
said in a statement the depart-
ment -shoutd lock at re-aligning
the Ioai to-other electric vehicles,
which still needed government
support S ] ‘

“We, as an orgamzatlonl and
as industry-players, wish to;give
our  suggestions to the DoEin
the hope.of making the program
more. successful We believe that .
the $500-million fund by ‘the
ADB may still be used in other‘-
EV-related ptojects not necessar-
ily reqmrmg a formal bidding,”
Juari said.

Energy Secretary Alfonso
Cusi €arlier said the department
cancelled: -the government’s
$300-million loan from the;ADB -
and another $100 million: from
the. Clean Teéhnology Fund for
the rollodt of 100,000 ¢- trxlges

The loans were supposed to fi-
nance the $500-million introduc-
tion. of energy-efficient electric
vehiclés that ;aimed to replace‘<
100,000 - gaﬁohne—fed tricycle .
units.. The government was sup- - s
posed to-shoulder the reméining
$100 million under the project.

“We ‘do not: wish for this fund-
to be wasted'and simply be re-
turned to ADB. There are plenty -
of opportunmes in the country
for EVs, may it be three-wheeled

etrikes ‘or even four-wheeled




ISEN 9117 . 49132

o Na 1T O ‘
e " 13 : UPPER-HALF
- .
= o ' R-HALF
' PAGE LOWE ‘
L

SA wakas plnaslslllp na.7in ni ma[ilht na manginglsda ng pagka
Pang, Rodrigo Duterte, kasabap 'kataong manglsda sa lawa; ; ;
ng babala nito na kanya ring bubu-- - 5a tofoo lang daw : ayon kay -
- wagin ang Laguna Lake Develop-. - Pang Duterie; dapat Iang ria big-
“ment Authority (LLDA) kapag hin-.- yan'ng mas malawak: na lugar
di nita napaliit ang sakop ng mia . ang maliliit nating mangmglsda
fishpen sa buong Laguna. deBay para nga naman makapa[aot sa
. . Kapag hindi sinu EB A bugng nasasakupang karagatan :
General Managar(GM)NencAco : ibansa. -~ :
ta at iba pang mga opisyal it anggang : ) |kalawangl|ng -
ang pinatatrabaho. sa- kam]a g Dtsyembre lamahg ang ta-
Digong ay uutusafhna ng -Pangulo” fiRang. Duene.kay Enw ron-
ang mga sundalo para sirain. ang
mga fishpén naikung saan ay.pin
protekhan ng ilang: jlwallng opi
yal-ng nasabing afie :
,Masyado na nga’

sa LLDA fa kung saan ay
0 sa mga | tlruk sa Ia!amunan
_,agmumulan Ag gutomaat ka-

Acosta? *

P P U WPV Y

rabyado ang maillhtw?\a T an'ng mga mangmglsda
‘ngisda natin sa Lagu% Ang LLDA ang; swarfg nagre-
iba pa dahllsasanglié rbang fishi-{fRégulate at nagnio-| monitorsa mga
pen. na nakatayo sa. lawa T " . angyayari na may | kinalaman sa

Nagbubunga ftong| kawalan ng' ", mgailigal na gawam ‘sa buong La:
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_Atienza backs dlsmantllng
-of fishpens in Laguna Bay

" HOUSE ] ‘Deputy Minori-

I.ivﬂLeadm' and Buhay
- Hayaang
: hay)

ed President Rodrngo

* “Rody” Duterte’s direc-. .

. tive to-dismantle fish-

pens and illegal strue- -

tures in La
Atienza lauded Prem-
dent Duterte for .|1t:ce€l
. the fact that ese
: fishpens not onl){k deprive
the small fisherfolk of their
livelihood, but cause mas-
. sive flooding in Metro Ma~-
nila and Southern Tagalog,

" He said fishpens and the-

* water lilies clogg Laguna de

. 'Bay and prevent it from serv-

" ing as a catch basin for the
frée flow of rain water, -

! . “We fully support Pres-
ident Duterte’s-order for the

" Department of Environment

. and Natural Resources

(DENR) to immediately dis-

;. mantle. the fishpens’in..

Laguna de Bay. In fact, he
\g;g deadhng for this that

this should be done and the_

Yumabong (Bu- -
party-list Rep. Lito: -d
Ailenza yesterday back-

de Bay.. fish

- ing the waters badjy 'ae-

lake cleared of ﬁsh%ns by
the sécond week of Decem-

dent to have responded
correctly to this issue a.nd
confronted it.

“The Laguna Lake has
steadily detenorated be- -
-cause of the proliferation.of -
pens owned by big busi-
nessmen and even forelgn-
ers.

is made worse b

ber. ‘He is the first Presi- .

is problem -- which. .

“the: lackf ‘

tenure, Atienza said he was
not. able to finish the!job,
.adding this was one of his
“frustrations — seeing thé prob-
‘lem. but not being ab e to
solve it..

As congressman smce
2013, Atienza contin
call attenhon to the J)mblem
“but this only lande on the
deaf earai'ef the pre?vmu.s

ation, |

“The cou.ntry is blessed

~of determined effort onithe- with-more than 20

part.of lake authorities who s

should be protecting it":
has been left unattended,"
causing not only the deg a-
dation of Laguna de

but-affecting other ]akes m : manage

the country as well. Most'of
the lakes are also ll.lefa]]y
occupied by fishpens, leay:

graded,” said Atienza.: s
Atlenza, as former Emn-
ronment secretary, addressed
e oty Lagruna. s Bog,
not o ay,
]Iftﬁ'. also other water bodies

a Bay
But due to h1s hmlted

0 !lakes
read all: over the i.éla.ndsu
ich are home to some of the

~rarest of fish and somie
“of whlmendermc duly to
*“the Philippines, If pryjper]
‘our water:.an:

aquatic’ resources cou]cl
feed . the whole worldp;wﬁ

E nited Naﬁons WorI

(WFP) studies, It is
iromie, therefore, thatthehenatr--
ural gifts have not benbfitted

our le eenmakmgthe
 Eshertoll the poorest secgorin
soc:ety, Ahenza salddlmng_

e%once Pacpaco )

LOWER HALF
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Atienza backs dlsm,-a@ntlmg o_' : '."'aguna

BUHAY Partyhst Representatwe andkSemor
Deputy Minority Leader Lito. Atietiza: welcomed
and expressed full support for Pr dent Duteries ,
directive to dismantle the ﬁ : _:and rllegal i
structures in. Laguna de Bay : :
He Sald Presldent -Rodrigo I3 uteme must ve.
fully acceptedthe fact thatthese ﬁshpens neto }}AY‘ ;
deprive the small fisherfolk: of their hve’hh " 5
but cause massive flooding in Metro-Manila:and
Southern' Tagalog. prevenUng the: ‘bay fro
ing as a catch'basif of rain water. & *
Atienza, as former Envrronment Secr
has started clearing not onlyfléguga*de Bay,i it
also other waterbodies such as Mariila Ba Bt

hﬁemrc only to the Phlhppmes

with -

"’Y

CItis II‘ODIC, therefore, that the

. ﬁsherfc lk the poorest sectorin socrety,”-

If properly managed our water and aquatic

© resources could even feed ! the whole world -
‘lity ‘sealrfe, accordmg to-the. Un ’;ted :

" Natioff 18t WarldiFood ProgramKWEP) sthuflies. ¥
tural gifts:

gifts: by ﬁshp
tify ° ¥ for tho ?énds?of ﬁsherfolk " Atienza added

a ke fish pe'n;s{

aire occupied by ﬁshpens =
2 percent of the Lake's tota

Laguna de
is about?rl
99,000 hed
' "Thels
-give a clm?""it 'h_re.— over 60 percent is
leavmg onlya fraction of open ‘

TUL




