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e

‘ina Lopez said she is stlll the secretary of ;

the Department ofEnvn'onment and Natu- | p
" ral Resources (DENR) -and: that her ﬁght
agamst destructive mmmg operatlons in

.+as the

" "Ido things notﬁ'f)o- :

m t ck N

}..

. National Greerung Program (NGP).

NRchlef LI
"I‘tau:ed to Presidential anage-‘
et ment and 1;hls is, what |

:+ justice throni5 shithe ;_mplemeﬁtatlon of
environmen lprograms, ‘otably the

Accordmg fo Lopez, the budget

Daper E
; i— £ . increase "miirrors the Duterte ad-
put @.ggether mt;n:llwt:ﬁ: hﬁcal relasfonlsl 'f;‘:’—ihe to‘ : mihistratio ‘s push for social justice
\an soul of what I-do is I ;

_ undersecretaries and
. assistant: secretaries I
am recommending that's
why the President wasn't
able to see-it arid sign
everythmg,'f Lopez. told
Businéss Bulletin.

; prov,lde social Jushce to
:the poor;" Lopez sald

5 The Senate on Tues-
?day mght approved thq

;,proposed P28. 67-bﬂl1on
“budget of the DENR for -

i

" truly benefit/fr
.. resources "l

'where majo ;rty of the Filipino people

,5 m t.he country's natural

" The env1ronment chief has been

‘ ' " eyeing the NGP the government's flag-
L sh1p reforestatlon sprogram, as a tool
. wto improve the hves of people lmng in

> -;2017 which is 31 gercent ; poverty i
lookginp: ngv“t:ﬁ: Ot‘;?;; Jhigher than the agency's. | | NGPis & 1x-year massive forest
it.and the Pres,xdeg; was ;P21.8:billion allocatmnfor rehabllltatlo ,‘ program that aimed to
‘ able to Slgn it," she add— ‘thIS year. ; "' cover 1.5 mi hon hectares of degraded
ed. :Ib Bulléolf;thet:ﬁudgetmll . forestland j:;‘th trees by the end of

: e used py ihe agency © 92016. ::‘ : g ’

DENR Assistant Sec- for its poverty alleviation . |- But it was exténded until 2028
retaryRommelAbesanus hich will pri- IiZ ‘
seconded this, saying that programs whic Pﬂ ‘ through an exeeutlve order issued in

; Saying oritize massive r eforesta— : _November 2015ina bid to rehabilitate

there hasn't been any
news within the, DENR
that:’ Lopez wasn't reap-

tion and climate change
initiatives.
- Lopezsaid thata blg-

;; 7.1 mllhon hectares more.

As of No+ember 2016, the NGP has

‘: already ereated more than 3.29 million

?pomted ;
" ‘ger budget would help .- “'green jobsiy beneﬁtmg individuals
clegoﬁﬂggdsgll:km “the department fulfill its . 'hired as wo kers in producing almost
still ,u'slf for the pove rty commltment to: soclal [ 400 million seedlmgs :
- alle\Eatlon progra?ns that i -, For 2017,|2’the DENR is also askmg
he h tarted - ‘ Congress tmallocate P9.4 billion for
'(sna?Iy :::v tshat tgebeﬁ:’ﬂ% . NGP's 1mple'mentatlon
will get'a Higher buﬂget L Out of e nearly P29 billion, only
‘of nearly P29 billion next | ‘'P3.37billion Was earmarked for DENR's
year_ . twolneburghuse

‘GINALOPEZ =~
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closure of ‘zomble

'BAGUIO ClTY—How do we
- kill. "zombie” mine sités? An
economist said the Duterte ad-
ministration could -design .a -
government bond dedicated to -
,ﬁnancmg the' closure ‘of-aban:
donedmmes., ST PR
. Over: 800 -mines :lave not

]Jeen shut down properly .or- -

have been abandoned without ..
Proper rehabilitation, but Hlike
zombies, they died but are still
:movmg around trying to eat
" peopie,”
- conomics professor of the:De
[La-Salle. University:and a for-
;mer mining executive, .

! 4These are mines . whose
owners ‘could no nlonger be

found or are: “financially  un-
‘able or unwilling to rehablhtate
theif sites,” Caoile said; :
,‘ These continue- to. eXert a,

{‘malevolent effect on their af-
T:erl:fe » and hound an. industry

that is facmg criticism.not only ..

Irom antimine advocates. ‘but -
also ‘from' the Departmenﬁ of

Environment and Ntural Re- . ;
sources, Caoile said at the: Ha- N
tional mine safety and en_v:ron— i

- Joent

‘Wiee
M-IeSaldz closimghdown ab

“doned mines hag become an
immediate concern given’ the '
impact of.climate change. But,
;financmg their closure has'be

symposxum held her

i 1
[
L

[

said. Patrick Caoile,

‘come a problem for the gove, : ’;~. ,

to fune

:§f Camle said the govemme?;t
'\ could consider patterning the
legacy bond after thie "Bra&y
-bond,” a debt-relief. initiative
- led, by the United States gov-
;.«ernment to help bail out devel-
oping countries in the late
19805
Basncally the 1dea [fon a
legacy bend] is risk: and: re-.
. 'ward,” Caoile said. Since there.
+is enormous risk with: aban-
: doned mines, - the ;reward
2 should complement or match
the risk, including the opportu-
- nity to reopen and rehabilitate -
ese mines, he said. Revivirig',
|>. abandoned mines is allowed by :
Iaw He added.. - :
. Some of these mmes are. lo- :
cated in- the Cordillera r region,
" '‘where these operated. durmg‘
' the American colonial périod.:’
‘Fay Apil, Cordillera regional
! dlrector of the Mines and Geo-
sc1ences Bureay, sald the re-

quu‘
; tehswe studies *because. w
«need to ensure that the tul

ey to close the mines properﬂ ot
‘she; sa.ld —VINCENT CABREZA | NQ

—_——
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NBI

Seventeen persons were ',
. arrested by operatives of
."National Bureau of Tnvestigation

. (NBI) for illegal quarrying in
- Rodriguez, Rizal province:
NBI-Environmental Crime
Division. Chief Erie- Nuqui
“identified thé, arrested’
- suspécts as. Nomer- Santos,
i Jeffrey Manahan, Rodngo

Alutaya, Jaymark Dangel, Joze -

‘Dangel, Eliseo Habla, Mario

Blas, Angehto Pangamban Jr.,

- Antonio Dapitan, - Wilfredo .

Asuncion, Eduardo Dapitan, .

‘Eddle Ta.gapan Rajohn Hermo,
. Peter Jason Lozada, Romar

Cascdayan, Roger Tablac and - , teart,
 the NBI- ENCD a.nd the Depa ;

JuanDapita, - . - |
Nuqui said those arrested -

an operatmn agreement.

0] eratlves app'r'ehenﬁ "‘"17 |
for'i I,egal quarryingin |

Rizal
Resources-M B Reglonal Office
IV-A went to he target area to
. conduct verifi¢itior and) '
arrest of the Ilegal mmers

" The tea ; conducted an
mqmry with the mining firm'’s
. operating personnel who
;disclosed t at buyers of
extracted matenals do not have
- anyore trans ort penmts from
DENR ) i

. No operati n a.greement was

ShOWn to arthorltles An

were workmg under Radthlen
Bullders Corp., a firm conduetmg

quarrymg and Irumng in. Bamngay
San Rafael in Rodmguez w1thout

Nuqui said a cease and desxst
-order was 1ssued by the Mmes and
GeOS%leIlCBo Bureau agamst the
proprietor of Radthlen Bullde
Co. for stripping actmty utilizin
heavy equipment or backhoe an
dump truck. .

Howaver, Radthlen contmu
_operate in the said aregd; w};w%;
‘violates Section 103 of: Repub
* Act 7942 or the Phlllppm:
Act of 1995,

On November 23, joi

' The arrestetf are detamed at
the NBI |, S . PMA

.of Env;ronment and Natur




! .} "(IPPER HAI
i i '
?% Lffﬁ A Y
Gl PAGE LOWER HAI
+ STRATEGIC (()M'VIUNI(AIION AND INITIATIVES ‘_'EF:‘V’!C.‘E

25301

CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY—A

repeat of the the 2o11 devasta- :

Hon wrought by Tropical Storm
“Sendong’ in.the cities of Cas
gayan de’ Oro and Iligan, where
floods killed more than 1,000

people is not farfetched if noths.

ing is done about the vanlshmg

Rlver Sumninit here'on Thursday

When Sendong (mtematronal
nanie: ‘Washi) hit the! region five
years ago, the river. overﬂowed
su'omergmg the c1ty and' nearby

{' Ihgan villages with ﬂoodwater as
“high--as 914 meters (30" feet),

kﬂlmg people and:. destroymg

forest cover and siltation of cropg “and property Enwron-

rivers here; environment ex-’
-perts and advocates wartied.
' "Many areasin the river basm

are already barren that, if fwe are

hit] with several inches of ram,

catastrophe could happen, espe- !

cially to the people living in
downstream communities- and -
along the path of the Cagayan de
Oro  River,” Raoul - Geo]Iegue
presrdent of the Watershed Man- .
agement Coalition (WMC), said:"

'dunng the third In#emauonab ' madequate and in. badi

mentalists blamed deforesmuon

~. and siltation for the tragedy.

Experts who spoke at the
: summit noted with' :‘alarm.the

: dnmmshmg forest,¢ ver in the
- 'upland areas of Nortliérn Min-

danao and along the path of
major rivers. L i

Geollegue said - the forest
cover ofthe 137,933-hectare river
basm ‘that keeps the Cagayan*de
Oro River alive is:now. “scamy,

shape

'i:

citing a report from the Cagayan
de Org'River Basin’ Management
Councﬂ (CDORBMC)

Only 24 percent ‘of the
basin’s- forest - cover' remains,
way below the’ 1deal forest cov-
er of at least 40 percent

“Wha "‘the river , basin

-needs? IS massrve reforestanon

in the denuded spots,” he said,

" as he Lurged local officials and

the commumty to do their part.

B .
The nver asm SOHI’CGS its

EAPERTS WARN OF ANOTHER SENDONG' D LOSS OF runrsrcuvrnf |

A
by

iCDORBMC report said. .
,‘ Geo]]egue said the national.

' igovemment, through the Depart-

rnent of Environment and Natural ;-
;Resources, must allocate enough

o
,Oscar Moreno said the tragedy

,solve to rise from the devasfa-

rsrtuatlon.
lbmldmgback better."

|lini: disaster mitigation, adapta- .
pron and anticipation of calam1 E

{funds to reforest the river basin, -
Cagayan de Oro City Mayok: .

tlon. He said Cagayan deOroand
%ts people rose from a difficult
“emerging st:conger~.- '

| Archbrshop Antonio Ledes-
';‘ma, head of the Archdiocese of
\Cagayan de Oro, said everybody B
Erhorﬂd “work together to engage -

1
g
.

:
]
(
A

P

. *brought about by Sendong test- -
ied the c1ty’s resilience and re- -

R LANESS
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The Semiconductor and Elec-
tronics Industries in the Philip-
pines Inc. (SEIP) is battmg for
a shift toward natural gas as a
main source of power to replace
coal, citing its competitive edge

in terms of cost and environ-

* mental impact.

is the high cost of power, whi
is the second worst in: Asia,”

said.

He said the hxgh power costs
remain among the biggest prob-
lems for the country’

top export.

G1ventheper31shn concerns
plants is'a welcome develop-

on l'ugh power cost, EIPI wel-

5 electron- -
ics industry, which produces its .

~wauld provide mux

additional generating: capauty-‘
: . to the Luzon grid.

“One of the major challenges

faced by the electronics mdus!:rrl -

%

3 By RICHMOND MERCURIO

power plants owned by First
Gen Corp., which the up said
needed

The group said nétural gasis
thebest alternative to'coal which

is currently the cheapest source
;of power,
SEIPI pre51dent Dan Lach1ca e
" onits 414-megawatt' (MW) San

Lopez:led First Gmsmtdmd

Gabriel combined-cycle and 97-
MW Avion open cy'cle hatural

gas-fired power plarits in Santa"

Rita; Batangas on Now. 11.
" “The additional 511 MW
fom these natural gas power -

I,

‘SEIPI bats for natural gas'"
s coal in power generat

* ment for our Phlhppme elec-
i comed the recent mauguratlon
of the new natural gas-fired .

tronics industry,” Lachica said.

For this year, electronics ex-
poris are s#en returning to
recotrd levels should it finish
on the higher end of industry
growth targets

SEIPT is t; getmg a two to
five percentE;mp in electron-
ics exports this year. Hitting a
five percent; growth, accord-

.ing to Lachica, would place

the export value of electronic
products to $30 billion to $31
billion by year—end match-
ing the previous record high
posted in 2010.
Last year, total outbound
shipment of electronics rose 7.9
ercent to $28.92 billion from
g 26.79 bxlhon]m 2014
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Transmlssmn bllggest‘

Settmg up of transmtssnon

facilities to wheel generation
N output is. the major dilemma

hobbling development of mine-

. mouth coal power facilities in-
 the country, according to indus-
tryplayers..

Arnulfo 'A. Robles, execu-

" tive director of the Philippine
Chamber of Coal-Mines, Inc.
- (Phileoal) noted that given site-
_specific development nature of
mine-mouth plants setting up

‘ of transmission lines has always
been a problem because the

coal mines are also usually in_

remote areas. _ _
_ “The problem on transmis-
“sion for mme-mouth plants is

© justBeing given focused at this -
time,” he str:es*sed addmg that -
‘see that such’

they have yet i
shall reallybemtegrated into the
Transmission Development Plan
(TDP) of the energy sector.
Robles emphasized that
beyond the transmission of gen-
erated electricity, mine-mouth

. coal plants have some inherent

benefits — such as cutting cost
“on logistics aside from value-
" added proposition that the coun-
try’s lignite coal reserves could
be utilized to ‘meet. ;part of its

b energr requtrements

‘There are several mine-

: mouth power. facmhes that had
" been cast on blueprmt by the
“Philippine National Oil Com-

pany—Exploratlon Corporation
(PNOC-EC), and the Semirara
- Mining and Power Corpora-
- tion - but have b 'en ‘hurdled

hurdle

.,”

we're, trymg to remove I1?:he-'
transport cost because if the.
I _

je'éolst.of coal ... and
_‘,neduces the oost

erplant,” Robles explamed'.r"{j
+ = Thecoal chamber executwe~
speclﬁed that in the PNOC-EC
- mine: mot‘g;h prolects what
trans 4'p"fre viere actually“prob-
Iems o their financial study...

and;second ‘had been on social

. a cep‘tib;h meoa |

z«__J

asica 11 ‘He noted that in
aﬁmm 'méuth ;power pro;ects

Vi “and soc1al is-
suésfre “the:major stumbllmg
bléckS — thien siich shall eventu:

ally b facfbre iri into the end-
cost of 'lectnC1ty that will be
't6 the consumers.

ftier PNOC-EC President
Ruﬁno 'B. Bomasang noted that
“onlytlu‘ougharmne—mouthpower
plant that you are able to de\}elop
existing Jow-rank lignites.” |
. Lignite isoften referred toas
“lowest rank coal” mainly due to
their relahvely low heat content.
» Bomasang reiterated that
coal ‘mining in the Philippines
w111 only turn out viable if there
are’ power plants sited prox1~
mate to it that will utilize' the
‘output: “Otherwme if you do
not put’ up ,these mine-mouth
power plants, these available

resources will never be devel-
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THE Depaxrtment of - Fmance
(DOF) announced that. a totaI of

'P180-million has been’ approved'-"

: for release tofund chmate chan,
adaptatron pro;ects in Mrndana.
.. In a statement on Frrday, the’

,:DOF said the People s"Surviyal
Find Board (PSF)—~the country’s
riational climate fund dedicated to =

~ finafice climate change adaptation .

’ mrnattves of local governments and .

"of' P120 rmlhon for two d e
adaptanon projects in Mmdanao
: The Board also approved aPe0 ..
‘million grant for fundinga facrlrty ‘
to support. local governments.iin,’
-developing projegts that are‘scien-
tific and focused on risk reductlon
to meet PSF requirements,
The PSF funding will support
- the projects of the Lanuza, Sungao '

o

T T

T ‘,'-'5.[

chmate change adapta’tron plans

I.anuza, a fourth, class munici-
pahty is proposingaitotal of P47.5
mrlhon for therr chmate adapta-

Tfron projects.. N this &mount;

.P39.1-million i is proposed for
fundmg under PSF ‘with P8.4

-million as local government unit

(ﬁGU) counterpart, .. :

-Del Carmen, a fifth class mu-
mcrpahty, is proposing a total of
- P95.6 miilion; OF this amount,
- P80.7 million is for ﬁ.lndrng under
PSF and P14.9 million'as LGUand
-State. colIege counterpart

ot these prolects mdude mtegrat—

..ing natural resctirée piétection and’

-climate-resilient livelihiood; ; protect-
- ing watershed, river, and mangroves;
-providing technical assistance to
-vulnerable farmers and. fisherfolk,

‘Del Sfir and'Del Carmen; Surrgao f arid: mechanrsms 10. reduce vector-
del N orte local gOVernments xbome diseases affectmg agncultural

. The key approaches!to. be taken'

fo recastmg nd climite variabj lltY
pdrt ecision makmgifor

ff'government is ta 'mg

concrete steps«to finance its own " the process for LGUs to;

adaptatron initiatives, =“

’ "Thrs ‘is bemg undertaken g en'

lS'ﬂ'le allocanon .of funds frpm
the: natlonalbudget t0 ensure jat
local==govemments are able to es- ;
tabhsh or enhance their capacmes .

s a vy ‘“,

corn _umtye ! iication on weather‘

fshery. ,¢t1ces, and b lld-'

Ymeasures in.their projects. . ct R

o-adapt to the rnnltrpI‘_‘ offd
cllmate change

Del Cirmen are located | in 3
ble areas where poverty ma*

‘sion (CCC) stressed that the
Board is ensuring that, prop‘
_projects for funding are tev
by technical agencies a
GCC s panel of experts:

“*We are also ensurmg t
o

e fund is made easier wwith; Lgé
adoptron of new gurdeh_' "’ifor;

_ tHe'sibmission and evaluauo of
 proposals,” he said. ¢, g

therr local climate change
plans or LCCAPs and 10
-'the PSF for recomrnended clism‘aie
change adaptation and, mit} n%n

>Mmdanao‘B§ i

' second quarter of 2017 On top of

r/w.i' s

I RETAIL FROM B1

DOF: a pproves
"Less than 10 percent of the
country’s LGUS have such plans,”
he sard ‘
N ational Treasurer RobertoTan -
said, “The Board intends'to launch
calls for proposals this N ovember— ‘
Décember and another one iii the'

4\..

ments ahd srrnphﬁed the Way that
P subrmssrons are made.” . *

“The Board also acknowledges

. that LGUs will need al'the sup-
- port.they can getto ensure that
their projects will, 1ncorporate
an adaptation aspect,. That is -
why the, Board approved an
_initial P60 mrllron for the most
“vulnerable LGUS- to support
their- readmess and heIp them

prepav B
the PSF*crrten

demand 'We can tevisit this fig,;
ure, :

- of six go ,ernment sector rep
resentatwes and three NGO
representatrves R J

are the, secr anes/heads of th
Department ‘of Finance; National} }» sectors, respecnvely
‘Econormc and: Developrnent Au-l| |

- He AT

*If\there is moreg. -

Tan added....
The: PSF _Board rs compose

iy
B
The government representatrve i

1

[ A I

ect *‘that will meet{w’t orrty Department & B get

T

and' Management; Department

of: Intenor and Local Govern-

- ment;Philippine Commissior oni

“Women, and CCC. Lo
“The current sectoral represen-‘

tatives of the Board are Renafo’
Constantmo, Professor Rex Cruz-
nd. Peter Perfecto, répresenting -
he NGO, academe and pnvatet
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! EC,DBI%USAI) INK PACT FOR FOREST, BIODIVERSITY PROTECTION:
. The Energy Development Corp., Department of Environment and Natural'Resources,
» and the United States Agency for, International Development recently forged @n agree-
» ment for the enhanced protection of the country’s biodiversity. The agreement among
; the'three entities creates a partnership, called the Global Development Alllance (GDA),

~ " to apply the LAWIN Forest and Blodiversity Protection System in selected EDC forest

sites. LAWIN is an innovation that was jointly developed by DENR and USAID to ad- -

« dress threats to the country’s blodiversity. Jeremy Gustafson (2nd from lef), director of
. USAID’s Environment Office; links hand with EDC president and COO Richard Tantoco
; (center) and.DENR Undersecretary Jonas Lecnes (fourth from left), after;signing the
; agreement, Witnessing the event are Dr. Efrain Laureano (left), chief of party. of the
- B+WISER Program; and Mayuml Quintos-Natividad, asslstant director ofithe DENR’s
! Forest Management Bureau. o L i o

- " g
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bAVAo .CITY—The. Ph111p~
ine Eagle Foundation (PEF) on '

nday announced that it suc- -

cessfully hatched another eagle
in captivity. - S
) The stilt unnamed eaglet is
how. three weeks. old, Having ;»
broken ot of its shell on Noy, 4
} " The PEF said the eagle, the .,
eBth ‘hatched in captivity, inea- -
ures 4 to 5 inches tall ‘and
iwe1ghs 4883grams.. . . ..
( “In the midst of conﬁhued
mormllty and persecution in the
w11d, this hatchmg success un-,
_derscores ‘the unportance " of
, conservanon breedmg as:way: of
_ securing this species’ géne pool,”
‘Dennis- Salvador, PEF executwe
dl.l‘ECtOl' ‘said in a statément. -
: ¢ Salvador said the eaglet be-
tame the third “successfully -
‘hatched offspring” of jeagles
MVP {male) and Go PhO(%.U( (fe-

male) after Smag and?chlck 27.
- -MVP and Go P _émx were
adopted eagles - of: -Ph111ppme

Long Distance’ Telephone Co.
‘ “and EdlsyTradmg,‘

“The chick sho
of deformltles )

i fact, has a bj; apgetlte ” said

N olin: Santand PEF anlmal
keeper
- The Ph111ppme Eagle is con-

31dered an endangered species

because of its rapldly declmmg -

population. -

‘The Internahonal Umon for
the Conservatiéd - of - Nature
classifies the $peties as. “eriti-
cally endangered ye

Iq,]uly 1995, ther" Pres1dent'

. Fidel Ramos declared the Philip-
pme Eagle the national bird.

" A pair of Phlhppme Eagles
needs 7,000 t0; 13,000 hectares
of rain forest 1:6 survive.- How-

--‘L_

FOUNDATION
; .

ever;. ‘deforestatlon contln
to posea senous threat to the
populatmn - 15; |

Only about 400 palrs of ea—
gles are left in- the wild.

i

‘of the r:@mpa]gn to save the éa-;
gles. —.IUSEI.LER.BADII.LA INQ

' The PEF, wh1ch depends, K
heavﬂy on donations for its pro- i’
-, jects, has been at the forefront 1 |

oy

‘r :
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‘SearchforTruth
Y By ERNESTO P. MACEDA, Jr.
. Sound-and fury -

On: the heels of the recent fire-
“cracker factory explosion in Sta.’
Maria Bulacan comes the an-
nouncement of President Rodrigo
Duterte that he is considering a
nationwide ban. Once agaih,.%he
. Davao City success story is to be -
the model for an entire nation:
‘Christmas time is solemn time
without noise from firecrackers. R o
Extreme measures, Last Thursday, Labor Secretary
Silvestre Bello III directed the wholesale closure of all
. firecracker establishments in Bulacan, with a'matching
work stoppage order. In the Senate, Senator Sherwin
Gatchalian has filed SB 1140, the proposed Firécrackers
. Prohibition Act which is essentially an absolute ban. At
. the DOH, an executive order. (EO) is being prepared
to further regulate the industry, to-disallow the use of
fireworks, pyrotechnics and firecrackers by the general
public, limiting the same to trained professionals.
The tragic Sta Maria explosion has reignited -the
debate on whether to conitinue the regulation of the fire-
. cracker industry or to make the policy decision to ban
‘the tfade - outright. This is an age old issue which was
first addressed 50 years ago via a pre-martial law, 1966
EO of President Ferdinand Marcos that mandated an
absolute ban. The latestissuance on the matteris a 1992
. statute, Republic Act (RA) 7183 which is the landmark
. law- that regulates the 'sale, manufacture, distribution
.and use of the same, , : : o
Prohibition vs, regulation. The argument against
. a ban has always been the likelihood of a retreat into
smuggling or further unregulated, underground
.manufacture and proliferation. This was precisely the
legislative intent of Congress when it enacted RA'7183
*(by a unanimous vote in the'Senate). S
RA 7183 entrusts to the Philippine National Police
the power: (1) to determine what constitutes prohibited
firecrackers and pyrotechnic devices; (2) to license the
sale, manufacture and distribution of what is non-pro-
hibited; (3} to permit the importation of chemical and
explosive ingredients; (4) to require monthly reporting
from licensees; and (5) to issue implementing rules and
regulations. : . ’
_ In addition to these statutory safeguards, there are
~also the independent regulatory bodies such as the
Philippine Pyrotechnics Manufacture and Dealers Asso-
ciation and the Bulacan Pyrotechnics Regulation Board
- that impose voluntary controls on their members. As
a final safety measure, local government units enforce
area concentrated regulations, the premier example
. being Davao’s own 2002 city ordinance. '

thé beleaguered industry and the ineffective PN

are opportunities to hurl thelitany of ar ents against -
PP £ y OI argum )34 .

. Hé

alth. The most compelling argument mounted is

health and safety. Exhibit {,&'jwould be the recent deaths

and injuries from the Bulaléjan blasts. But the finding in

the Sta, Maria explosion isithat the same was caused by

the owners’ violation of thelaw’s rigid safety standards.’

With respect to injuries caused by the use of private

firecrackers, the No. 1 culprit has been the piccolo. The
piccolo, like the super lolgiand goodbye Philippines, is*
a prohibited firecracker. And, finally, there is the “devi-

ant” case of the no casualty'zones - localities around the

country where, despite tl-favailability of firecrackers,

virtually no one seems to get injured. Foremost among

these locales are Quirino and Southern Leyte.

* Environment, Another‘uisual suspect is the pollut- l
antsreleased into the air by firecrackers’ deadly smoke. °

True, on New, Year's eve|the city streets convert into-
combat zoties'with vision|gften impaired by the abun-

dance of residual firecracker smoke. But this is actually '
nothing compared to the diesel engine pollutants from -
our vehicles. In fact, the cléan air act does noteven refer .
to firecrackersas points of origin. That honor belongs

toindustries, vehicles ancll_-'"stationa:y sources.

timely. to revisit our policy on firecrackers. In fact, any

We are in agreement with the proposition that it is

timeis a good time and weiifleed not wait for tragedies to

jolt us into vigilance. Butl

to be the best answer. 1/’
. Theuse of 'fj_recrackers_li;c.l)‘

other important events is ifigrained in our culture. From
our Chinese descendantsjto the practices of our Rizal

its take the effort to approach.
this sensibly -emotional responses do not always prove '

jcelebi';éltga the New Year ankd ‘

era forebears as immortalized in the Noli Me Tangere, .-

this phenoimenon is one that has not been easy to just
eliminate, EJK stylé. During Martial Law when the EO

52 ban was strictly enforced, not even the threat of ar- '

rest could silence inltrepicﬁf souls who would continue -
to defiantly get their firevhbrks- fix on New Year’s Eve, .

Middle ground. Absolute bans are not a pana-

cea. The policy is in plaée and there is legislation, '

regulatory issuances, self-regulatory controls and
local safeguards to make the firecracker business,

which is a.legitimate trade, a continuing viable

industry. Outright prohiblition will lead to an “explo-

sion” of smuggled firecrackers and an underground, -

unregulated black market of ‘even more dangerous -

‘products. This has been the experience in neighboring

countries and the experiénce even during our own

Martial Law days. e

* What is needéd is more alert_: enforcement of the
regulations in place. Surely, we cannot afford to keep "

absorbing all

Bulacan and wherever private firecrackers are exploded.

ese self irfjctéd' deaths and injuries in

Sec, Bello’s closed factories will only reopen upon proof °
of compliance with saféety ';standards. Thisis a good first ;
step. A complementary solution would be to adopt the -

trend ih neighboring ASE:Q.‘N countries where private.
firecrackers are a thing ofjthe past and community en-
| SECRCUNR S L EpSRE SR IS o B SO RA OIS | IS M DY N



