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STRATEGI?-- Lo pez reappointed 'ES SERVICE
as DENR chief,
says Medialdea

DAVAO CITY — President allocétiori'for the current yeaf, -
Duterte has reappointed Envi-  was sponsored and defended -

. ronment Secretary Gina Lopez by Senate finance committee

after the Commission on Ap-
I1_3loin'cmel:1ts by (CA) passed
“her confirmation,

* Executive Secretary Salva-
dor Medialdea told The STAR
that Lopez’s name would
" be submitted to the CA for
confirmation. .

. “Ghe (Lopez) is reappoint-
ed,” Medialdea said during
. the arrival ceremony for the
President Wednesday night
. here at the Davao International
AixE'ort after he attended the
24th Asia-Pacific Economic
* Cooperation leaders’ summit
- in Lima, Peru. -
Lopez was among the Cabi-

net officials that the CA by--
. passed last month after Con- .

gress adjourned session and
. went ontecess. = .
Medialdea said Lo-
~ pez’s name would be added
" tothose that the Palace already
submitted as having 'been
reappointed for confirmation
by theCA. .. -
" Isabela Rep. Rodolfo Al-
" bano III, who is CA majority
leader, earlier said '‘Lopez’s
absence in the list of 15 Cabinet
_ members resubmitted.to the

' body “means that she was not’

reappointed.” =~ -

“The President canstill issue
. her a new appoihtment, but
~ that will'be a regular and not
an ad interim appointment,
since Congress is already in
session. That means that she
cannot assume office until the
CA confirms her,” Albano said.
 Lopez has launched a cru-
~ sade against destructive mining
operations in the country and
"has ordered the closure of some
firms for alleged violations of
law. :

“initiatives upon which the

chair Sen. Loren Legarda. -

The budget ificrease is at-|
tributed to the agency’s pov-i.-
erty alleviation programs that' -
put.priority on massive refor- -

estation and climate chan e| :

government’s thrust to pro- |
mote inclusive ahd sustained;
economic growth hinges. 3
Earlier, Lopez said that a:
bigger budget wotild help the’
department fulfill its commits:
ment to social justice through,
the implementation of envis -
ronmental programs, notably.
the National Greening Pro;
gram (NGP). -
“Qur main challenge is to'
raise the quality of life in com-"
munities that are the primary -
stakeholders and pursue mea—lﬁ;
sures-that will optimize their:
growthpotentials,” Lopez saidy:
According to Lopez; the bud{’ ;
getincrease“mirrors the adminy -,
istration’s push forsocial justice! -
where' majority of the Filipino .
people truly benefit from the
country’s natural resources.” |’
NGP is a six-year massive:
forestrehabilitation program thae{
aims to cover 1.5 mil ion hectares
of degraded forestland with trees
by the end of 2016. But it was .
extended until 2028 through an |
executive order issited Novemn{'"
ber 2015 in a bid to rehabilitaté-
7.1 million hectares miore. .
As of November 2016, the.
NGP has created more than'
3.29 million “green jobs,?
benefiting individuals hired as |
workers in producing almost-
400 million seedlings. :
DENR programs: include
forest protection with an al~
location of P674 million; inte- |
grated natural resources and .
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. estation and climate change

THE Senate on T uesday ap-
proved the P28.67-billion
2017 budget of the Depart-
ment of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR).

DENR said the 31-per
cent increasc in budget
_ from P21.8 billion this
year ~ will help finance
the agency's massive refor-

initiatives.
Regina Lopez, DENR
secretary,. had pushed for

a bigger budget 10 enable S

the agency fulfill its commitment 0 social justicé through the

- jmplementation of environmental programs, notably the National

Greening Program which is expected to get P9.4 billion.

“«Our main challenge is to caise the quality of fife in commu-’

nities that are the primary stakeholders and pursuc measures
that will optimize their growth potcntials,” Lopez said in 2
gtatement. - :
Other DENR programs such as the forest protection program
will get P674 million; Integrated Natural Resources and Environ-
mental Management Project, P66 million; Forestiand Manage-
ment Project, P1 billion; biodiversity conservation programt, P763
million; coastal and marine rehabilitation project, P633 million;
and the Manila Bay cleanup project, P20 million. .
Some P3.37 billion was earmarked for DENR'S tWO line bureaus.
The Environmental Management Bureau will get P2.2 billion 1o
implement projects o0 solid waste management, clean air and
clean water while the Mines and Geosciences Bureau will get
P1.15 billion for its mining regulation services and geohazard

assessment and mapping.

The National Mapping Resource and Information Authority
will gor P1.37 billion, P394 million of which will be used for the
government’s anified mapping project. '

The Palawan Council for Sustainable Development will get P92
million while anothet P129 million will go to the National Water

© Resource Bosrd for the implementaﬁoh of the comprchcnsive

water resources assessment in major siver basii and the establish-
ment of monitoring stations in water constrained ‘
J - R .
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The Energy Development Corporation (EDC) recently partne:
. Environment and Natural Resources.
Development (USAID) for the protection of several for
director Jeremy Gustafson (2nd fromileft) links hands with' or
Tantoco (center) and DENR Undersecretary Jonas Leones (fourth f
to formalize thepartnership. -t ' o a

¥ d»\;;l{l:l the Depar '
(DENR) and the Ui ited States A

ITIATIVES SERVICE

entof, |
gency for Idternational
ID:Environnient Office |

EDC president and COO Richard
er a sighing event
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PARTNERSHIP FOH FOREST BIODIVERSITY PROTECTION 'l'he Energy Develepment Corp n (EDO), Department of !
Environment and Natural Resources {DENR), and the Unlted States Agency for International Development (USAID} recently
. forged an agreement for the enhanced protectlon of the country's blodlverslty The agreement among the three entitles
‘creates a partnershlp, cailed the Global Development Alllance (GDA), to apply the I.AWIN Forest and Blodivérsity Protection
Systom In selected EDC forest sites. LAWIN is an Innovation that was ]olntly developed by DENR and USAID to address
threats to the country's blodiversity. Jeremy Gustafson (2nd from left), Director of USAID's Envlronn'lent Office, links
hand with EPC President and COO Richard Tantoco (center) and DENR Undersecretary .Ionas Leones (fourth from left), |
after signing the agreernent. Witnessing the event are Dr. Efrain Laureano (left), Chlef of Party of the B+WISER Program;

and Mayuml Quintos-Natividad, Assistant Director of the DENR’s Forest Management Burelau. o
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EDC, DENR USAID ink accord .
on forest blod|ver5|ty protectmn

he EnergyDevelopmentCor—- Leones, the government adopted thermal en'ergy in'the country with l

poration (EDC), Department . LAWIN on March 10, 2016, as part of 1, 169 megawatts in installed geother-
. of Environment and Natural the natlonal strategy for forest and ' ’‘mal capacrty,” said Tantoco. “Harness-

‘Resources (DENR), and the blodlvermty protection. “LAWIN im- mggeothermal energy requires water,
Us Embassyln the Phlhppmes United - proves the effectiveness, efﬁclency and since |adequate water supply
States Agency for International Devel- * and transparency of the forest protec- depends on healthy forests, forestpro- !

opment (USAID) recently forged an' . tion'efforts;” said Atty. Leones. . 1 tection is a paramount EDC prlonty,” “
agreement for the enhanced protec-‘ - -To‘date, more than 2,000 DENR Tantoco added. e
tion of the'country’s bicdiversity. - * ° personnel and community: forest + EDC’s goal of ensuring a sustainable supply ol

'+ The agreement among the three - guards responsible for forest’ protec- renewable energy aligns with USAID’s strategic
entities creates a partnership, called tion nationwide have been tramed o development objective in the Phxhpplnes to protect
the Global Development Alliance apply the system and help- protect . natural forests and the biodiversity within.

(GDA), to apply the LAWIN Forest * the remaining natural forests in their - - ForEDC the partnership provides opportunities
and Biodiversity Protection System - respective regions. : - to strengthen the sustainability of the company’s
in selected EDC forestsites. - " Through LAWIN, more than 3,000 renewable energy resources, and enhance envi-

LAWIN is an innovation that was -k]lometers of patrol distance have been wronmental competltrveness of business prachces

jointly developed by DENR and USAID ! covered and over 2,000 sightings of 17 .:“T am proud to be associated with LAWIN and w1th
“to address threats to the country’s * pre-défined forest threats recorded. thlS partnershlp,” concluded Tantoco. .~
biodiversity. It enables forest and bio- . - Analysis of thése patrol data show, that ' For DENR and USAID, the partnershlp heIps
diversity protectxon authorities to- reg-" the top three threats to natural: forests to expand the 1mp1ementat10n of LAWIN in three
ularly monitor, analyze and respond to . are illegal tree cutting, annual peren- selected conservation areas which strengthens
threats to the natural forests. - . nial farming, and the =— ! 'l‘— — —

|
LAWIN is being spearheaded by  establishment of huts foleSt pr Otectlon measures in the
the DENR as part of the national ., or houses.in forest ar- ']3 J%Epmes‘!?; G : h
strategy for forest and biodiversity  eas. Under the LAWIN : ‘The agreement will preserve the

forest 3 abllhty to provide local com-
mumtles w1th water be a source of

\, ran “lwehhood opportunities,

protection in the Phlllppmes EDC, the . system appropriate re-
country’s largest geothermal energy sponses are developed
;.company, is the ﬁrst corporate partner i to effectwely address

i

;l;zt; ::'lll (;unse the system forwatershed - obsqul':‘na(csl.r gsli:?st:n el s ,reége commnmtl?ls tlc]:hma.t'e '
‘ P - Ll - m ce. As such, the part-
Under the GDA partnership, nearly - comed the agreement. s:g::dles a win-win solution

24,000 hectares: of natural forest . "We believe, that part-
.within EDC’s areas of operation will nerships with the pri-
‘be placed under improved protection = vate.sector are a key
through LAWIN. The covered EDC . part of the solution to
sites included three conservation address the complex
- areas - Mount Apo in North Cotabato, .. issue of, forest and bio-
Leyte and Negros 0cc1dental . ‘dwersnt&cons rvatlon "
EDC will also contnbutemore than  said Je (:'Eustafson

P2 million in cash'to support the pro- * Direct r of ‘USAID's
‘tection and coriservation efforts, while  Environment Office.
"USAID will provide over 2 millichin ' /"For USAID; we see
- the form of technical assistarice to help ;- this partnership as a
.establish and implement LAWIN.. .. significant milestone
. LAWIN combines science-based contributing to the sus-
planning, user-friendly. technology, . tainability of LAWIN
and indigenous knowledge to protect ‘ and demonstratmg its
. ‘forests and enable commumtxes and - _capacity to connect dif-

triers,
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BIODIVERSITY PROTECTION Energy Development Corp:;1

sign'an agreement for the enhanced proteetl n.of the co try’

and Biodiversity Protection System.in’s

AID director of environment office Jeremy f

Bureau assistant dlrector Mayumi Oumtos Natmdad : _-" R L NP o
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forest blodlver51ty protectlon _ |

' I THE Energy Development Corp

(EDC), the Department of Envi-
- ronment and Natural Resources
'(DENR) and the US Embassyin the Phil-

ippines’s United States Agency for Inter- -

national Development (USAID) vecently. -
forged an agreement for. the enhanced -

protectmn of the country’s biodiversity.

i

The agreement among the three en-

|
tities creates a partnership, called the

Global [Development Alliance {GDA),

to apply the Lawin Forest and Biodi- - -

versgity Protection System in selected
EDC forest sites. :
- Lawin is an innovation ]omtly devel-

: oped by the DENR and USAID to address -

threats-to the country’s biodiversity. It

enables forest and biodiversity-protec-

i tion. authorities to regularly monitor,

ana.lyze and respond to threats'to the

natural forests.

Lawmxs nowbeing spearheadedbythe :

DENR aspartof theniational strategy for -

forest and biodiversity protection in the -

‘ _‘,Plnhppmes EDC, the country’s largest

geothermal energy company, is the first- |

corporate partner that will use the sys-
 tem for\watershed protection.

Under the.GDA partnersh1p, near-_‘ t

ly 24, 000 hectares ‘of ‘natiral forest . -
within [EDC’s areas of operation will

be placed under improved protection
through Lawin. The covered EDC sites

[

o= . "5 i-""'

1ncluded three conservatlon dreass-
Mount Apo in North Cotabato, Leyte
and Negros Occidental. =~ . %%

million in cash to support the protection -

and conservation efforts, while USAID
will provide over P2 million in the form

of technical assistance to heIp estabhsh'

and 1mplement Lawin.

r

sity protection. ."Lawin improves the -

-« effectiver
« . ¢ Yency of
EDCwillalso contributemorethanP2

1

ness, efficiency and transpar- -I
the forest protection efforts,”
Leones said, -

To date, more sre than 2,000 DENR per—

- sonnel and community forest guards re- |

s "'

Lawin ‘combines sc1ence-based plan—- K

mng,use_r-fnendlytechnologyandmd1g- '
" enous knowledge to protect forestsand. -

enablecommunitiesand thegovernments . '

to focus consérvation efforts 'in areas:

where they are needed most. "

Lawinispartofalarger DENR- USAID .

= project, called the Biodiversity and Wa- -

tershedsImproved for Stronger Economy

and Bcosystem Resilience (B+Wlser) pro-
* gram. Signatories to the agreetherit were: . -

:
1

* meters of patrol distance have been cov- ;

sponsible °forforestprotectlon nationwide |
‘havebeentrainedtoapplythesystemand '
help protectthe remainingnaturalforests '
'.in their respective regions. :
ThroughLawin, morethan3, 000kilon |

ered and aveér 2,000 sightings of 17 pre-

: defmedforestthreatsrecorded Analysis } .

“of these] atrol data show that the top 3

. threats to natural forests are illegal tree | -
lannual perennial farming and ’
- the estatyhshment of huts or houses in ..
! forest areas Under the Lawin system, °
Iapproprllate responses are developed to

- cutting,

* JeremyGustafson, director ofUSAIDEn-'"* -
'+ Gustafson welcomed the agreement.

* vironment Office; Richard Tantoco; EDC
- president and COQ; and Jonas Léofiés, -

DENR undersecretary for interniational -

affairs-and foreign assisted programs:

Witnessing the eventwere Dr. Effain Lau- -
reano, chief of party of the B+Wiser pro- « -

gram; and Mayumi Qumtos-Natnndad

assistant director of the DENR Forest i

s

Management Bureau. ; R

Leones said the government: adopted -

Lawin on March 10, as part of the na~ -

tional strategy for forest and biodiver-

effectively address observed threats.

“We believe that partnerships with the ‘

. private sector are a key part of the so- -
- lution td, address the complex issue of :

forest apd bmdx’versxty conservation,”
said Gustafson director of USAID En-

* vironment Office. “For USAID, we see

- this partnership as a significant mile-

| : «

stone contributing to the sustainability ™~

-of Lawin and demonstrating its capac- <.

. ity to connect different stakeholders in X

-pursuit of concrete actions to address



‘J

’ LATE

B 3 .‘ | ® | R o
s1nessN[1rror. g
(. D(v’ﬂf Wﬁw [ﬁlb WWMW fDK T%EM  LOWER HALF

| momwm oL -
. STRATEGIC COMMUNILATI()N AND INITIATIVES :31-,chr

pnwronmentalchallenges, he sald Tan-
toco said, EDC1sthelargestproducerof
geothermal energy in the country, with
1,169 megawatts in installed geother-
mal capacity,” Tantocosald Harnessmg.-
geothermal energy requires water, and
since adequate water supply depends .
on healthy forests, forest protectmn is : S
a paramount EDCpriority” = . = .

" EDC's goal of erisuring a sustairiable *~ =
supply of renewable energy aligns;: mth D
USAID'sstrategic development objectlve N
in the Philippines to protect natural for- -
ests and the biodiversity within.

For EDC, thepartnership prowdes op-

- portumt1estostrengthenthesustamabll- -
ity of the company’s renewable-energy
resources, and enhance environimental
competitiveness of business practices, -

“Iam proud to be associated with Lawin
and with this partnership,” Tantocosaidi*

: Forthe DENR and USAID, thepartner— o
shiphelpstoexpandthe 1mp1ementatton .
of Lawin in three selected conservatlon. e
areas, which strengi;hens forest protec-
tion measures in the Philippines, . -

- The agreement will preserve the for-
estsability toprovidelocal communities . ’
w1thwater,beasource ofenergyandhve-, K
lihood opportunmes, and increase cotii- ;
munities’ climate-change resilience: As® 1
such, the partnership provides amn—mn -

' solutlon for allpartners

e L _'.
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28th Phl Eaglet..—

DAVAO CITY Another
-Pl'uhpﬁme Eaglet bred in ca
tivity has been hatched at the
Philippine Eagle Center in
‘Malagos, Calinan in this city.

Itis the 28th eaglet produced
by the conseérvative breeding
program of the Philippine
Eagle Foundation, which runs
the non-profit Pluhppme Eagle

‘Center.

The eaglet was hatched on
Nov. 4 withminimal assistance
after56 days of incubation, ac-
cording to the PEF.. - -

As of yesterday, the new ea-
glet was said to be four to five
inches tall and We1ghed 488.3

_grams.

The new chick is the third
successfully hatched offspring
of the Philippine Eagle pair,

MVP (male) and Go Phoemx
(female).
Eaglés MVP and Go’ Phoe~

' nix are the adopted eagles of r
" way of securing this species’
_.genepool,” said PEF executive

PLDT and Edisy Trading.
The PEF produced Eagle

Pag-asa in 1992, the first Philip- .
pme eagle inits captive breed-: -

1glpx:ogram, and thelatést of,
ich.are Sinag and Chick 27..
" PEF ‘animal keeper. Colin
Santander said Chick 28 showed -
no signs of deformities. -

. “Itis active, and in fact, has
a big: appehte he said. It s
just three weeks old but its: -
rowf:h is exceptional.”

* The birth of Chick 28 high-
lights'the continuing success™

of what was once thought asd |

lost cause;.
“Ini the midst of contmued

- endangered P

bred in captmty hatched

thortality and persecutxon in

- the wild, this hatching'success

rgclerscores the importance
of conservationi breeding as a

chrector Dennis Salvaclor
ThePEF conlmues toserveits

“thissioh in savifi ig the gneat Phil-

ippine Eagle from extinction.
‘concerted effort, the cntlcally
pine Ea

will someday g‘eely in ﬁ
wﬂd

The PEF als 0/ embarks ona
commumty outreach program
in areas ad]acent to known
Phlhppme eagle habitats.

The Malagos eaglé center is

said to have in its custody 36
Phlhppme eagles

~- At firmly beEves that, with

Handout photos from PEF show the eaglet at the Phlllpplne Eagle o
. Center in Davao Clty.
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ovember is Chlldrens Month in the
Phlhpplnes and 'the state -of* child
rights inthe country isunder scrutiny.
On Nov.'7, the Department of Labor

-and Employment warned ‘that childlabor

'remains alarmingly high, ‘with 1.8 million

: ?- chﬂdren toiling in hazardous conditions.

. T'have seen with my own eyes how Fil-

1p1n0 ‘child laborers are risking their lives

in one of the most hazardous work. sec-

- ‘tors—gold mining. I mtervrewed ‘children

- who were diving underwater to mine gold

L old glrl from. Camarme a
.’ been processmg gold & th mercury since

' ore, dlggmg goldin unstable pits, and pro-

cessmg gold with toxic niercury
.One of them was “l\dmhe!le,” a 15 year-

. 'she was 8; unaware that mercury can have

'

E _permanent damaglng effects on health, es-

:\saw a whlte stream of: m _cury contarm

nated water ﬂowmg into the local nver
work i is dangerous‘ not onl : for

B R FEEELY

GllMMENTAHY

- JULIANE KIPPENBERG

. RN '!E
reco"gnized this and ordered an didit of ma-
jor mining' firms active in-thie: Plnhppmes
The audit has suspended 10 mckel‘ ‘mines-and
recom.mended suspendlng aniother ‘20—a
move thiat has sent shock'waves through the
business commiunity. Oddly, though, Lopez’s

Department of Environment and Natural Re-

sources is paying little attention to ‘artisanal
and small—s“cale gold mmmg and its harmfuL

. effects on children.
Gold -1sa_ major source of i mcome for the ‘

allmh'?ludiﬂoperate w1tho1.1ﬁ a‘ﬁovernment
license,
ensure that environmental regulauons and

mmmg
and’to transition these mines; ‘toward formal
recognition. The govemment also has. dorie,
far too little to ensure that the Bangko Sen-
tral ng Plhpmas——the coum:ry's ceniral bank

Ao 4 4w KPR LS

“work

Yet, the government is:doing little to} -

nd child labor laws_ are enforced’ :

:

e Regulate srrtall gold rnmes htoo

If |chlldren like Michelle are to have as
chance for'a better job, and a better life, they
need té:go to school or get vocational tl'mmng.
Those'who are' 15 years or older could also
part—tlme, but -in safe jobs, not- haz—
ardous- 'ones ‘Tike mining. The govemment
shquld‘ help children in mining areas- fnake
this tl'ansumn, and should ensure that the :
goverlment’s livelihood assistance programs
reach the poorest farnilies in mining areas; 50 |
theyd n’t have to send their children to- work. '

Cao mpames sourcing gold from artisanal : -
mines.in the"'Philippines should also act. .
They need to put in place strong safeguards
along therr whole supply chain, in line wrth.
their an human rights responsnbrlmes, to'f

-ensur%ithat they are not contnbutmg to,

child labor in' mines that provide them with ;
gold. The Philippines needs a safe and child-.
labor-f Tee artlsanal and small—scale gold
munngtsector that contribtes: to: the: £eo- .
nomidiand soaal development’of commum-' ,
tles—land\to the wellbeing of the country’s ]
childréh... To JaChIEVE this; the ‘goveri-|

ment- Efand spec1ﬁca11y the DENR—shoqul.
regulat ¥ and formalize artisanal and smail+!
scalé n ' An important place for Secre-'s
tary Lopéz twstartls to include artlsanal and !
small scale mmes inthe mmmg audlt. . j
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/ 17 held for 1llegal quarryi

SEVENTEEN persons

were arrested by mem-.

bers 6f the National Ba-

reau ofInveshgahon—En-:_

. vironmental - Crime Di-~
‘vxsxon(NBI ENCD) foril-

! legal quanjnng in Rod-

‘.-;l'lgllezf

C o Th eDepartl:nentofEn—

(DENR-MGB) Have earli-
-erirequested- :the ‘NBI to
- | investigate the- a]]eged il-

- Jegal quarry. activities in -
el, Roz.

~ Barangay.San Rafa
dnguez, Rlz.al_ il ]

were1den—

Thesuspects 3
tl.ﬁed +as-Nomer Santos, .
" Jeffrey, Manahan,Rodngo..

Alu‘mya,] aymarkDangel;
 Jose DangelEliséoHabla,

Mano B]as,Angehto Pan-, X

PR, NS Lon

ronment ‘and Natural

2%
L

an]r., Antonio Dap-
itan, Wilfredo Asuncion,

-Eduardo Dapitan, Eddie -

' Tagapan, Rajohn Hermo;

.Peter Jason Lozada; Ro="

~mar Cascayan, RogeriTa-
blac and Juan Dapitan.
The DENR

ting: quarry/mining
ons withouti

ders (CDO) was issued by
ﬂw}\&maandceosmem o
i inst “have any ote transporb-
permits. from the DENR. -
- and no-operation agree- . -
' mentwas shown to then:m

it ‘proprietor Benjamin |
:dela’Cruz for utilizing.
heavayligulpmentorbackw

dump truck: bo .-
p e

uarry:in the area.
HoWever, the compa--

el T Ve s ol

said -
Rad&ueanlders Corpo- -
“ration-was allegedly con-.
»du

Tyjeotitinued to operate -*
Wthh 5 in wolahon of

CEIGRTT e

frying in Rizal

Sectmnlﬂ.’iofR A. 79420: ;

- -thePhili pmeMmmgAct ‘
. 0£1995,
: ve_lllameconductedbytllw

on the sur- .

NBIENCD operatives|: -
Last Wednesday, .

- -meu'lbeisofmethPpme
*National Policeand ajoiit -

team of the NBI- ENCD :
and DENR- MGBReglonal :

'Ofﬁce IV-A went to tLh

amaandarreshed theﬂle-

mmels
The authontles were .

'bon thie Buyers of the ex-, ;

tracf:edvmatena]s do not :

..Some B72,000, 000 -

‘ worthofhea eqmpment,
. tools, vehxcles, and eatth: ;

mabenals were saizediin :

‘-"theraud Hector Lawas

l.,___.‘ FA):E-.
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_ tlgatlou ‘said on Thursday 'Op__.,-{'
eratives of NBI-Environmenta] ' .
Crime Division have arrested.on, ;

. November 23 a total of'17 people—._
" engaged in illegal qurrymg m"f ;

Rodriguez, Rizal. tA
The NBI identified the ar-

résted suspects as Nomer San-- /

- 10s,-Jeffrey Manahan, Rodrigo. i
Alutaya, Jaymark Darigel; Jose-. .
Dangel, .- Eliseo Habla, . Mario, "

" Blas, Angelito Pangan:ban I, .

- Antonio = Dapitan, Wllfredo :
Asuncion, Eduardo Dapltan
Eddie Tagapan, Rajohn’ Hermo,
Peter Jason Lozada! Romar’
Cascayan, Roger Tablac and
Juan Dapita, : ‘

" The Department of Enwron—
ment: and Natural Resources. ; i

- and. the Mines and Geosciences |
Bireau - reported that Radthien .

{ -Builders Ccrp was quarrying

l and mining in Barangay San Ra- -

I fael, Rodriguez, Rizal thhout an

‘ operatlon agreement. . .

A cease and desist order: was bt

. issued by the MGB against Ben-
jamin_dela Cruz, proprietot” of
Radttiien Builders Co., for' stnp-
pmg actlhty utlllzmg heéavy
‘equiptent or backhoe and: dump

. truck. However, Radth:en con- 4
'tmued to-operate in the sa1d a:ea '
SandyAraneta i

_—_:-A_ﬁ_ - - [
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‘Let DILG decide on lloco&pols’ §1 suspension’

VIGAN CITY The dedsmn‘

to implement a suspension or-
der.against Mayor Roque Ver-
zosa Jr. of Tagudin, Ilocos Sur
and Councilor Arthur Chua

now depends on the Depart- -
ment of the Interior and Local ‘

Government
" Gow. Ryan Luis Singson sald
the provincial government

served the order on Verzosa

and Chua on Wednesday

By ARTEMIO DUMLAO -

Smgson ordeted the officials

' suspended for refusing to hon-
Or quarry permits issued by

the provincial government and
the Department of Environ-
ment and Nal:ural Resources

(DENR).

The provmczal board rec-
ommended a two-month
suspension for: eich official
after the local DENR off1ce

accused Verzosa and Chua Iof'_.-

grave mlsconduct insubog*:

dination, abﬂsemof authorlty "

and“conduct: unbecommg of
pub11c:ofﬁc1als
Afei

- decision, noting it-was meant .

El’f permits,”
3.: - ing Verzosa abused his  power
for stopping the quarry op-.
- erahons o o

to. get back at the complam—i
ants,

“The Local Government
Code provides that the pro-

*. vincial government and not

t e-‘;mayor has the authority .
o carcel or revoke quarry :
‘Singson said: add-
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h‘rn CRCL A n; t
< enThe-¢ity gover ‘ment.‘,'of
Koronadal Gity fo rc:bly,:evacuated
 some-I9: farmhes from an: upland
village due to a semesmf landslides
'tmggered by heavy rams on
Wednesdaymght N N
.2 Cyrus s Urbanoy:. clty
administratbr said yesterday.thiey
| Rioitored: r,pocl(ets of landslides”
f - portions-of Sitios Ulom-Lao,
Gloclofe -and Lower Ladol -of
Barangaar Assumptmn that plosed
- down,_ roads and| 'thre "tened
commumtxe,s in the area: '~
- He'said the sntu,agg ~was
eggravx;ed By the. ‘Strong water
- GuFrent fror” upstrétu’n 1h" VerBek
: i;rdaversmgthew]]age R
- Owing. t6" this, .”ﬁe said they
| ﬁnple" 6 nf;edthe forced évacustion
of -residents ata portmn of. S1t1o
Lowgr La.dol .at around 8 ?m

[iats

i ,_-‘ .“ .
H

e “Based on.our assessment the
. situation in e area. stem}

e}'&a"«
~ dugtothis pockets omandshdé‘s,”

he said in a radio interview,=

rur )

«aUrbano, :who heads' ‘the Gity

Disaster Risk Reduction and

ement Office, said the forced

evacuﬁtian was facilitated by

. rescuers from the Bureau of Fire
Protectlon

: The a.ffected res:dents whlch

comprlse 40 mdw;duals* ‘are

currently takmg temporary shelter

5 ét ‘afi ‘gracustion cefiter” ift Puok

aimos 1ri Bararigay. Ste. Ciuz, lie

\J!.ru ST

"The offlc:lal sa (i"’th’mraa

,rs

. deployed:: ‘tn..the“

rkmg utensils
and related itéms 60 the evacuees, -
who are most]y m the B laan
tribe. (i e
Urband-said-'pe nnel from the
City. Engineer’s ;Oﬁf;ce were

,Assumptmn
ltlgh-nlsk to

landshdes ol i"'

He sald the. loca.ll govemment is
currently lookmg for potential
relocatlon«areas -for re31dents
settled i m the 1dent1fied landshde-

prone areas, , ¢ -',:

Several P ssxh e resettlement

d1fﬁcu1ty in terms f reIocatmg the
tribal residents, duelto their cultural
attachment to the'area. . .
“They hved\th'éjte for decades
and have adopted ‘ the place, he

Astemporary lutlon Urbano
sa.ldtheytramb'd' Sidef
systeins aiw resprse migasitres in

casé diSgstais’ Bul& hit' their

commumi;les t '_-"‘ . PHA




" By RION Ara]a LA

private partnershlp

The clty council passed a:
resolution: o establish an in-
tegrated faclhty to. hasten the
closure of the Paydtas dump, . -
handle 2;000 to: 3,000 tons of !

. wastes a day, and generate 30 ;. cedures, .
to 35 megawatts of power.

‘Despitethe pro_lectbemg origi-,
; nally proposed by tycoon Manny

seetor proponents fo the project.
I, -plans do- not-m

crty government A ISCPE

- additignal reveny 1f the power

. génerated from the

,J'de_v‘.‘,elppled was

"the't mayor saldr_‘r ¥ S

. part from, owerrng Baran-
gy’ Payatas, . savmgs - derived
“from the sale o’ the electrlclty
would fund . the constructlon of

*pose halls Bautrsta*ssrd‘.
The MAyOr also expects areduc-
tlon in the power consumptlon of

ITH the closure of the- _Payatas :
' 1fill in 2019, the.
38-member QuezonClty Council 1
glven Mayor Herbert Bautista the green hght iR
toputup a multumlhon—peso waste-to ene'rgy _
facility'in Barangay Payatas under a pubhc-. n

V. angrlman of the iM
. _olfie* investments Corpi
Sy

open competltlve bidd
City Adtmmstrator
Aldrm Cuiffa said. :
- “We will publicize; the b1d and_
1nv1te other partles There w111 selectlon andlselectron of prwate

: brought-l L)
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nder the resofutlon, the city
ci\i'ernment‘ shall eiigure: the
project conﬁgl..,'; ) f
: gsed waste-tg: nergy~ Facility
. COmphes with Ie‘mstmg laws and
e ,regulatlons 1gcludmg bt not
* Timited 'to the}tEcologteal Solid
" Waste Management'Act of 2000,
Cl,ean Air Act |T xic' Substanc-
es; and Hazar'dous ‘and Nuclear
Wastes Act, I]l ericwable Energy
A_ct of 2008, arid, gurdelmes gov-
A ernmg the estabhshment and op-
eratton of waste-to- energy tech-
nologles for so,hd wastes.”
“Baitista sad He- has already
convened f Ie -city’s  public-
‘private partnershlps selection
committee tdr oversee the pre-

i

ing P1'billion & year for solid waste

: management, “including hauhng'

serv1ces, post-closure care and =
maiitenance;of the Payatas dump,

- special “opefations . and tomd ot

hazardous waste collectlon treat-
mient and disposal. | IS
‘In June 2013,.Pang11man of-
fered . to develop a 15-hectare'
portlon of. Payatas and build
a waste-to-energy facilityt;in
three. years ‘time.. It would ‘also
house a shopping mall and othér
commereral estabhshrnents“ He
proposal agam

recently
r«Jose Ma.‘Ltm, Metro P c:fic
Investrnents  Corp. pre51dent

LIS — | & Mliea

"
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Duterte: erders DENRto dismantle largefish

ﬁsherme ‘?not onlyi m Laguna, but

a.g well agfin-the wholefcountry.
I]legal flsh pens along the . “I do not propose 1:0 de nve

Laguna Lake should disappear at - yoiiof your livelihood; Blgt«m gll the fish penist- ; | corporaté occupation of Laguﬂﬁa

once orelse. - of osemwho have? ifish.pens “Now is the tlme to deelare de Bay, he added of!
President Duterte issued an "8Cross the éountry, Mmaski ‘saan I R B : e

ultimatuntto the Departiment of ~ ka magpunia (wherever you go),

Environment and’ Natural youhave deprived the man with

.

M T . T e
- Wi e 100
pens inLaguna Lake
Laguna de Bay as a ‘no flshpe*ﬁ“'

zone Laguna Lake fishers ha}E
suffered long enough from th

f'*w-v

fisherfolk are bemg harassed by
flshpen-securlty".gua.rds .every
time the;form’e close to

By Ted 'I'uvera

Resources {DENR) to flex.its.
muscles to dismantle flsti"'

farming cages sntuated at the
Laguna Lake before i

Christmas’ season féaches!lf’@,,

peak because 1f they won't,.
military force w1H be utilized.
“You make arrangements mth

DENR. Limit: "your area, you can'~

fence:it. But you have to give the‘
bigger share to the. so many
fisherfolk. I'mdifecting the
DENR, it’s under your authonty
[f you cannot do! the job, by the ~
second week of December, I will
order the military to destroy 1t

and this time no more '

arrangement of.;. what will be"
your area,” Duterte said at-a/
press,conference Wednesday
mghE in Davao @ty,m .

“Kung*ayaw ninyonyg lman,:‘;-
sgirain ko (If you don’t trim
7our Tish pens, I will destroy'

em): So -you lose ydur-
nvestments and I don’t care. You: -

:an go o the Supreme Court: You "

3an go to the whatever you want;:
)mbudsman andifile your cases .
here, but it will be my direct.
)rder and I will' assurte full

‘esponsibility for them,”‘ the :

’resident added.

The President said that flsh
1ens Lumt the operatlon of smallf- -

- a paddle,and bangka (boat) of

ressed.i
%As bf ay 4, the Laglma Lake
, ”evelo iment Authorltyr(LLDA)
has granted permlts 't0.105 flsh
| peit applicants; 142 of those are.
corporatmns, 46 are mdmduals-
i Vlepe B

icopda

d Y bansang Lakas ng, Kllusang
Mamamalakaya ng. Wﬁ

3pens proliferate in
waters

Laguna;:].,ake, it ngk ,s-', e
Tftaditional fishing grh ﬁ*- jof t
‘communal before. Bil Now;’ the
*90,000:kiectare brackish lakeis
partltloned by the tmy fra.ctlon
of - corporatlons ‘and neh
+ individuals, What happehs to the
-small flshers is that they are
huddled over the small portion
Ieft,” forn'ler Anakpaww partylist
Rep " Fernando - chap,
Pamalakaya chalrperson sald 1n
-a‘staterment. ce b

t__I

; theu: even pagkain (food), he -

1chap also noted th’atj |
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Presi,dé- t

X

m: ng; of fishpens. as
: ' 1|, these were affecting the livelihobd
i ¢ | of other fisherfolk. N

|7 President"Dutérte"made the
statement during his arrival
honors at-thé Francisco Bangay
: . .| Internatibnal Aifgort after his

\ .| | landing Wednesday night, ~ ©
- i | 7 Duterte al$o gave an ultimatum of
|| Lintil the Secnd wéek of Decembar
‘for- fishpén opérators to maké
- 1 | @n.arrangement with the propér
| @fencies suth as thie Departmient of
[Environment'and Natural Resources
and the Buredli-of Fisheries. -
.2-"If you cannot do-the job, by this’
second week ‘of December, i will
Order the'military"# destroy it,l"

| ‘Dilterte said;'

Duterte-said,hé was authorizing

h&'DENR to délinezte the fish pen
[ e s

N M T T A\ Bk RO N QT ¢ a7

i sn’fa 1

Rodrigo™ wouterte’ has ordered

" K81-50%6u 10se' your invest

TTee——— e
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70%:%&0?1%: offexdsting afeds;
o Howeldl, hie lamented Hatitnr
4Wer€ edplein high

=

: placestwho
Were operating fish pens'at the
expense of poor fisherfolk,

‘Itong -fishpens, marami “to-:.
governors, mayors, brgy captainis,

‘militairy, “Police, retiredtor- active

diity;“lahat; pati mga presidente
ndon.Télagang pinipigaSang iga

‘pilipino;"-said Duterte ™Youare
‘deprivifigithein and everybodyer
the “fiéed"riot ‘even to live" &t this

Hime BUt'to’survive," he ‘saidy *
! Mr’ Dilterte’ challenged those

“#Who Werd“against the order to'go
‘to-the’ Siiprefrie Court and' &ven
‘e Ombudsman if they Wanted:fo

: N

oppase the order. . I
Kl Byaw ninyong liitan, Sisirain

iefits,
T:don't" care," “he said. “(Yas D.
Ocamﬁo)(i R R
-

INEHWTITS \ M P e s
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 800attend 3rd International River Summit

o Ll
" CAGAYANDEORO CITY - Around 800'environ- .
‘ment experts and advocates attended the three-day.
third Infernational River Summit to discuss the state-
of the country’s rivetsystems held-in a hotel here’
Thursday. .~ L
" The'summiit, with the theme “Healthy watershed,
“¢lean rivers, safer communities,” Brought togethet.
:Jeaders and stakeholders to share knowledge and.
_best practices to formulate a blueprint of needed ac-
! tions to address pressing issues affecting river basins
and communities. .’ R . s
" Archbishop Antonio Ledesma, ‘chair of the Ca-
-gayan de Oro River Basin Management Council,
said everybody must work together and engage in
. the mitigation, adaptation and even anticipation of
future calamities. S C o
" Ledesma, who's also the head of the archdiocese
of Cagayan de Oro, said it isimportant to learn from
past disasters like what Typhoon Sendong brought
to this city and Iligan City in 2011, v,
Mayor Oscar Moreno 'said the devastation by
Sendong has made the Cagayanons resilient as he
redefined resiliency to mean emerging stronger and

BY GERRY LEE GORIT -
of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) of-

. Coalition; said massive reforestation of the Cagayan
‘de Oro river basin located mainly in Bukidnonmust

* that will leave thousands affected, iGeollegue said.

building back better. e
For his part, Raoul Geollegue, formex Department

ficial and president of the:Watershed Mandgement

be undertaken. Lo R

The present state of the CDQ river basin has
reached a critical level in that another weather dis-
turbance akin to.Séndong could lead to a killer flood

The Cagayan de Oro river basin, ‘coverihg 1,379
square kilometers of forest lands 10cated in'the city’s
upland, Bukidnon and some parts of ligan City, is in
danger of producing another disaster as portions of
it are alréady without trees that will hold water that
would prevent massive flooding. =~ - -

The QDO rivey, basin is one of the 18 major river
basins i the country, eight of which are found in
Mindanao. - v 0 .

The river basins in Mindanao are in: Cagayan de
Oro, Tagoloan, Ranao (Agus), Mindanao, Agusan,

Tagum-Libuganon, Davao, and Bﬁgyap-l\@alungong.

S
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b | LIMATE change is likely to
be. the first issue where US

« domestic and foreign policy,
sr the new administration of .
ident-elect Donald J. Trump,
collide' with the international
munity.

he p011c1es of President Barack
mahadAtnericaamongthecoun-
; leading the way on this issue,
ninating in the UN Framework -
vention on Climate Change ac-
|struckinParislastyear, Obama's
linistration’sactionswithrespect
wvironmentalissueswereamixed
,butbasically consistentwithUS
ntionsoproceedwitheffortsto
3 Amencas carbon emissions to -
't future targets,

"he positions that Trump took
ing the campaign, presumably -
se implemented once he takes

_ office in January, appear to go in

the opposite direction. Not only did
he say he would mthdraw America

fromthepact, healsomadepromlses

to.the electorate, including to bring
coal and steel back, that would put
America in.a position of nonobser-
vance of its previous ¢ comm1tments,

. and also have it doing serious dam-

age to the global campaign against
climate change in general.
Thejust-completed conferenceon

* implementation of the Paris agree-

mentinMarrakesh, Morocto, putthe

“world’sdilemmaonthesubjectunder
. the spotlight. The whole world is, of
course, aware of America’s previous -

commitments. It is also, of course,
fully aware of Trump’s stated posi-
tions relevant to the subject. The
representatives of the current US
administration at the conference

hmate co]]151on’ Parls accord will be

were in the position of being, unable ;
to commit the country the y repre-.

sented to anything.

*One interesting aspect:is that, '

China, the world’sNo. 1 palluter-—
‘America is second—showled itself
‘at Marrakesh to stand ready to p1ck
up the banner of world leadershlp
oonthisimportantissueif the United
'States, under Trump, wants to walk
‘off the field of play. |

Another complicating factor is’ |

that state officialsiin Califarnia and

_otherWest Coaststateshaveindicat- .

‘ed that they intend to proceed with
iparticipating in the world :effort to
‘take steps to stop or roll back global

‘warming, no matter what posmon.

‘a Trump administration in Wash-

'ington may take. To drop ut of the
Paris accord would take four years,.

.but Trump 5 government could sim-

ply stop carrying out arij.r."a
implement for thefourore

_itisin power.

Part of the confusion
American position comes
ements in the United St
believe that climate char

* evitable, or cyclical, as of

man-made and. subject t
based on that hypothesis.
thecasethattheworld—in
est sense of the term—is
capable of withstanding a
of dog-paddling on clima
for four or eight years, give
frame of the phenomenor

WhateverUSpohcyunt
turns out to be, it will be
contention forthe United!
a Europe led by German €
Angela Mérkel and an &

Chinese Pre31dent i Jinp
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G20 nations urged to increase | -

e ' -]

k

commitments to Green Climate Fund -

MARRAKECH, Morocco — Former
Senator and former Secretary.of the
Philippine Climate Change Commission
Heherson T. Alvarez here, called on G20
countries not only to fulfill their financial
commitments to the Green Climate Fund
(GCF) but to substantially raise it, to be
able to make significant assistance to
climate-vulnerable countries that are the
first casualties of the impacts of climate
change, like the Philippines. .-~
" Speaking before the Tri-Continental
Dialogue, De-Carbonizationto Defy
Disasters With Climate Solutions,-an of-
_ ficial side event in the COP 22, ‘Alvarez

said that the contributions of the G20
countriés to the GCF is measly compared
to the national wealth that they have cre-
ated when they industrialized by using
fossil fuels, thus, historically emitting the
biggest amount of global greenhouse gas
_ emissions (GHG). ! e

The GCF which was for’inélly -estab- -

lished at the 2010 UN Climate Change
Conference in Cancun (COP16) set a goal
of raising $100 billion a year by 2020. Itis
meant to help climate cﬁang_e vulnerable
‘countries cope with disasters caused by
climate change. So far, a total of $10.3 bil-
liori has been pledged by 47 countries: The
US pledged $3 billion to theFund in 2014.
. Alvarez, whoisalso chair of the Advisory
Board of WashingtoﬁDC-based Climate In-
" stitute; explained that on average, the GDP
of G20 couritries is $4000 billion making the
$100 billion contribution towards climate
_finance as miniscule. The European Union
(average GDP: $18,398 B) would only have
. to confribute 0.54 percent of this amount,
while the United States whose GDP'on
average is $17,416 billion would only have
to contribute 0.57 percent. .
“If you look at the destructive.impact of
climate change, noting in particular super
typhoon Haiyan inmy, country, US$300 mil-
lion-worth of%nslaug thappened,” Alvarez
said. He stressed that the Philippines aver-
ages 20 typhoons ayear and damages costs
the country four percent of its annual GDP.
Alvarez’s call echoed the appréhen-
sion of Philippine President Rodrigo Roa
Duterte on tﬁe commitmenis made by
developed nations in their Nationally
Determined Contributions(NDG). - .

During the annouricement of Duterte -
in Manila that he will sign the Paris Agree- -
ment after much. deliberation with his
Cabinet, the President said that heis “not .
comfortable with jt.” o

“Read again (and-again) because even
in the rafter of contributing the money to .
a common fund you will find that it does -
not say about payment of damages that™
you will incur in a storm’or a typhoon like -
Yolanda,” Duterte said. ' R

According to Alvarez, “The UN Green -
Climate Fund should algo help us develop
fully the capacity to manage the peoples’;,
grief. For, while we need more|techno--
logical capacity building assistance. for
developing countries and morel;(_:arbc'm,‘
reduction from developed countries, and-
we have somehoi managed physical:
destruction, it is always far more !difﬁc'ultf
to address the invisible impact of disasters -
like the trauma ofchildren who have lost
their parents, of families who haye lost’

“homes, and of the many other peaple who

s
[

have been emotionally dislocated.” . .-

“Unless these values are changed:
so that they become responsive to the’
threaténed climate disaster, the meetingin ,

Marrakech would bejustanother meeting.
It will-not be a watershed as many have -

_expected since Paris,” Alvarez coticluded.

The COP22 Side Event South-South
Dialogue served as a platfor neto de-
liberate on what vualnerable countries:
expect in the implementation of the Paris

- Agreement on climate justice along the

principle of common but differentiated.

responsibilities. : ‘ | .

Joining Alvarez in the panel were
Ugandan Member of P:carliamen:t Cecilia -
Barbara Atim-Ogwal, lead scientist and
founder of WeatherRisk Explore Inc,, Dr..
Chi-Ming Peng, Debra Boudreaiix, vice
president of the Tzu Chi'Foundation, and
Viktor Sebek, chairman of SSCC. It was
organized by the Philippine Earthsavers
Movement UNESCO Dream Center .as'
the lead corlvener in'partnership with
Tzu Chi Foundation, Climate Institute,
South:South Cooperation Council (SSCC),.
WeatherRisk Explore: Inc., The Interna-
tional;fI‘héa‘tte‘Instit‘utq (ITI-CIDC), Social
Change Network and Ugandan Member
of Parliament. . - . SR
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Man stages -
own ‘kidnap’

OB ey NoNoy £, ERCSONERERET |

S HER

" ZAMBOANGA CITY — A govern-
meiit employee has beén found to have
'staged his own kidnap scheme, drawing
police to resolve the problem, and in
the end being located. All that, he said
was done to get away from his live-in
partner, investigation found. 1. =~

" The staged drama'started when
Gracechelle Mae S.‘Gubéntes, 22,
a bank employee in Pagadian City -
X called the police andlrepqrted that
’ ‘ her live-in pariner, J o§hha Jear Elia,

23, an employee of the Department of
Environment and Naturdl Résources
(DENR) had been kidnapped Monday
- afternoon at the bus terminal in Sergio
Osmeiia town. ST
Gubantes said that Elia was kid-
napped by unidentii";ed\-men who' de-
manded 150,000 for his freedom. The
message was sent through a text mes-
sage last Monday, at'5:21 p.m. “Ready
ny6 ang 150,000 within 2 weeks magtext
kami aftér 1 week,” the message said. .
The police said Gubantes received
 pictures showing Elia naked with his
. hands tied, through chat'messages in
the “Toshua Elia” account: = .
With the help of new techiiology, po-:
lice fourid the location of Elia. The team. -
raided the GV Hotel'in Ozamis City on*
Wednesday night, and rescued him. But.
they were in for a surprise. During the
‘interfogation, Elia told the policemen
that he concocted the scenario to free-
himgelf from Gubantes.” -~
-*. -Elia is now in the custody of the-
police in Ozamis City.
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Gulmaras, Sungao del LNjQ{'te,

Iiy Jason Faustlno

‘tt—'-

inclyding Siarga Island, Sungao del
i S{everal d.reas in the eastem su'r, Dmagat Islands, 'ﬁs' .*del
part of the Philippines were placed” , Norte, Agusan del Sur,;Migami
under storm-signals as-tropical ~ Oriental and CamJgum @
depressmn “Marce centmued 11;sc Marce is expelcted to"*im" :;;
appmach co S Vlsayas over the remainds % g
€ Statewaather forecasters sa1d7~ week and exit, the! Pluhppineg&;ea
~-Marce was' posited some 160'5_, of Respon51b111ty early*’
Kifomietérs, east-iortheast of | morning, = i
.Iﬁ’natnan, Surigdo del Sur w1th Gore members of the"'Reglonal

mﬁmnur_nwmdsoftﬂi‘kphandgusts J’Dlsaster Risk Reductlo’m"and

O Y T2

of “ip to 6 kph. Management Coundil of" Tgsilo-
= ’It was last seen movmg westr rcomrened for a Pre-D:saster RlSk

nqrthwest at 17 kph T 3568}

~ “Tropical cyclone wa.rnmgsngn ]

no: 1 was hoisted overthe follow:rig i
areas, which can expect upFo760;
"'kphmfﬂsmthmmenen%hours the@, e
Romblon, "Cuyo Island Léjte, - City,.sai h'
Southemheyte, Bohol; - . hesris
Gehuﬂﬂncludmg Ba.ntayan an '_ '

o

Storm ather spemah

troplcal depressmn “Marce” which was

Hinatudn, Surigao del Sur.Marce has

the center and gustlness of up to 55 kgh. .

st Obet Badfina closely monitors the .
last eyed at 240 km east northeastiof -, )
max;mum winds of up to 45 kph near. i
ANALY LABOR,.. [

Sy,

troplcal depressmn
The' Mmes ait‘d Geosclences

ur;eau;wﬂl appnse members of»

e ’ "\'I
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MARCE g’
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. bro It by the typhoo' Also, it

would llice to know h W many
. persons are residing alo the path
of the weather disturban .

© Welfare and Developmen. (DSWD)

" will alko discuss the np
relief preparatmns fpr the

; residents who might be 3 fected

" The/PDRA meeting Wlll gather

L,,represe ntatives of the_‘Dgaparl;thent

“of Inte ior aitd Local Government,

“and majagement office (PDRBMO)
““scrambled™ as Misamis| Oriental
| Gow, pvgeny Vincentd Emano
‘ordered an alert after|weather
, ofﬁcla]s raised 51gna.1 not 1in the

Thei Department of:Sogial -

VisMin

Arec §

(Lo T T
anticipdtion of heavy rains that
might mductyk flash floods and=
la.ndshd(e»m certam areas in the
prownce

Head1 of the PDRRMO «
Franc:sco Dy Jr., said his office i 15
always on‘alerf for any untoward ¢
incident’in the province, o

He Sa.ld that the PDRRMO has
estabhshed commuhication with all
critical 3 Areas in Misamis Orients
where personnel provide sntuatmni

reportson a.'regular basis.
Accq;gmgf, the PDRRM.Q“
has equlpment personnel whq ,

could be deployed to any part of
the province at any given notice.
He also said thaf the provincial
social we]fa.re office has enough
relief goods that could bhe
djstnbuted to-driy’ dJsastersmcken
area in Misamis Onental o
Provincial health persormel &
also on standby for “any emergency,
he added © With PNA
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on to prohibit
their ﬁshermén
from Panatag:

BTG ENALYN b. KARITRGTS

. President Duterte has calledon China
to prohibit their fishermen from ventur-
inginside the Scarborough Shoaljustlike
the action taken by the Philippines, .

. The President maintained that the
lagoon within the Panatag Shoal should
be kept off limits to fishing activities to
protect the vital spawning grounds of
fishes. .

+ “China should also give the same
order not to fish on the spawning ground
because kanila iyan rin, dapat guwardiya-
han nila. Eh sabi nila kanila (China should
also give the same order not to fish on
the spawning ground because that’s also
theirs. They should guard it since they say
it’s theirs),” Duterte said during a media
interview in Davao City.

“Eh ako, akin iyan eh, sabihin ko - .
huwag mong sirain iyan kasi pagkain
iyan ng Pilipino (For me, that’s ours so I
say do not destroy the source of food of .
Filipinos),” he added. o

Duterte said even if there had been °
no territorial dispute, it was “common
sense” for nations “not to destroy the
source of the life” in the sea. Lo

The President earlier, proposed-to :
declare the vast lagoon inside Panatag
Shoal a marine sanctuary éffectively
banning fishing activities. An' executive
order on the proposed marine sanciuary
is expeeted to issued soon. ' .

Duterte’s sanctuary proposal was
raised in his meeting witp Chinese
President Xi Jinping on the sidelines
of the Asia Pacific Economic Coopera- !
tion (APEC) summit in Pery early this
week,

The President said he has never
denied the Panatag Shoal is part.of the |
couniry’s territory but has restricted lo-
cal fishermen from operating in the area
to ensure a healthy fish stock.

“Ido not care what China says about
their ownership of that. Me, as President, "
I claim that sa arbitral (in the arbitral
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