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J:Gordon, chairman of
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hal activities of the |
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Philippine €odst Giiard, He sgid. 77
w1iGordon winded ulp hisipublic hear-
-ing’iomas'?Sen'ate'&éﬁglﬁﬂi’oMochen.
. Panfilo M. Lacson.on;destructive
mining operations and “treacherous”
" exgavations in Zambales province,
ingluding the alleged smuggling of
seil angrocks that were used to build
Chinesg jslarids in the South China
Sea. o I .
(50 Gim_said the drones may be
ugedillzz t,t;gg])epartment of Environ-
LT . e .3 ‘

5728 T

1-speed boat
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“I lé.{.‘l‘ ggx_}l}elr said drugs come
from China. They ¢an bring in precur-
sors f&lf"qutcszi'e,'sbin Pampanga (and-
other §it8s). They can brirg elements
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;L VBN Trun Lisiblive 1

tiétVandNatural Resolrdes OENR!
(o thbidithr the: activities oflifiiling’s to malk@shaburhesaid. ¢
~andiogging activities throughout the Gordon said the national govern-
- acountrysd di o8 35 halyr ' ment hasfbéenibuying ships worth
1 biBlatKsand is beingillegally mineds: tens ofmillions of pesos but they are,
in Cagayan and Leyte, then shipped to " soslow-moving that they are outraced
. China, and itis possible that the ships by fast Abu Sayyaf kumpits in piracy
that bring them out could also bring in and kidnapping activities. '
raw materials for the manufacture of He ;said the government should
shabu, according to Dr. Carlo Arcilla  buys all but fast boats with an pow-
(()Ifﬁ;_,he University of the Philippines " erful éngines and they should have -
: ) National Institutelof Geologicaly thelat st-communications equipment”
Sciences (NIGS). - h;;..il .‘-.jo.& iﬂl{ to helétﬁqﬁﬁ_catch Abu Sayyaf boats.”
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3 dead

n mmlng ’
tunﬂel ', | g
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i) .

a001dent

WEZALDY COMANDAY

CAMP DANGWA Bengueti
— Three small scale miners per:-
ished due to gas poisoning inside.

aminetunnelin Itogon, Benguet.

on.Tuesday, the Benguet Pr0v1n~
c1aLPohceﬁ0ffice reported aein )

Semor Supermtendent ‘Floq, .

ra‘n,te Camuyot, provincial police,
director, -identified the,vietims:
as Rosalino Api-it Narciza, 54;

Barry Rimando Api-it, 36iand;
Santiago Falikao Banganan 32,

all residents of Barangay Ucab
inItogon, '

W Camuyoi.; said the incident was . _

re°porte“d to:the police durﬁig the

rescye operatmns of other mmers'- ‘
were- the: three wctlmsfgrappedﬁ

inside thé tunnel from-11"am to

3pm on Tuesday. N S,
It was learned that ‘Narciza:
tered his:abandoned mine tun

nielinthe morning to retr;leve hig’ } u

equlpment L
‘hqwever, falled to.surface

8§

Api-it'to enter the tunnell and_

check on Narciza, but fa1led to.
N 1t

e Fi
-."He:to failed to make eHbiout. ¢
: Oﬂﬁp‘ “rescuers laterbrofight a
much blgger blower an nma\naﬁec_l
to reach the location of?h&thr

miners; who, unfortuna’f:ely, wef

already aead P ; x__-\l_,.’,.“

_—-l__.—
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" FNlhauls
 mining awards

Plal.lnum Group 'VIetals Gorp

. (PGMC), the operating arm of Global

Ferron 1ckel Holdings Inec. (FND),
recejved three awards during the 63rd
Annual National Mine Safety and
Environiment Conference,

PGM(’s Cagdianao Nickel Expansron
- Project: garnered the Presidential
‘Mineral, Industry Environmental Award
(PMIEA) Titanium Achievement Award

. for Surface Mining Operation for its

exemplary efforts in achieving
envirgnméntally and - soerally
responsible mining operatigns.. - ©

- PGMC, in the recent audit conducted
by the Department of Energy ‘and
. Natural Resources (DENR), was cited
for being eomphant with the policies,

‘ env1ronmental laws, .rules and
|. regulations of the Phlhppme Mlmng Act

.and the issued Ermronmental
Comphanee Certificate (ECC).
' "The PMIEA was officially .

'establrshed under Executive Order 399

on Feh. 3, 1997 in compliance w1th ‘the,
government’s policy to ensure the.t
mineral exploration. and: mmmg
operation shall be pro-environment and
pro-people in sustaining wealth creatmn
and improving quality of life,
PGMC's Cagdianao Nickel Expansion
Projent was also adjudged the winner
‘in the Most: Improved Safetv
Performance Category. ..

PC;MC had the highest percentage

comparmg the average combme i lost-
time i lruury frequency -severity rate of

the la.st four hsea.l years with tnat of

the eurrent f' I>Cal year, -
Since 2013 PGMC has!

not ’

experienced any fatal incident and -

achieved. zero losi-iime accident Iwhlch

could be: attributed to an eff ctlve :

workplace health and safety program ;

Ateam of safety engineers oversee .
the conduet of regular oceupahonal ¥
safety and health policy onentatlon and -
trainirig as welll s emergency resbonse :

" and preparedniess drills.

The use of personal protectwe

equipment for ali employees is sfnctly _
mandated and the company has atits

disposal a clinic with life su port

systerus, 2n ambulance and a fire truck.

PGMC’s Enigr. Royvel Jumallo was |

also voted as this year s Best Surface

Mine Supemsor

His striet ilplementation of safety -,

rules and reg'ulatlons as the company’s
Safety Supervusor and his exem'plary :
performa.nee in overseemg ithe
operations of -company,personn eI and

seven mining. oontractors made him
deserving of the award.

[

“We are delighted that our e forts-

in responsrbl @ mining are | éing
recogruzed In k:eeping with the theme
of this yéar's conference, we at FNI
remain committed to moving forward

by domg it rlght sald Dante BLravo ‘

-
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- reappointment list -

-
-t

| Gina Lopez was .mum about

-her reported exclusion from -

President Duteite’s reappoint-
ments submiitted to the Com-
mission on Appointments
(CA) for confirmation. .
" Lopez reported for work
yesterday as the department’s
' Public Information Office

(P1O) said she did not have-

any statement on the issue and |

continued to attend to matters
| requiting her attention.
The PIO said Lopez

' Environment Secretary.

had

By MICHAEL PUNONGBAYAN
meetings scheduled:” -

Tsabela Rep. Rodolfo Al-

‘bano 111, who is;CA majority
leader; said Lopez’s absence .
- jnc the list of 15 Cabinet mem-
“bers resubmitted to the body
“means that she was not reap-

pointed.” Co iy
* “The President can still'is-

sue her a new appointment,

but that will be a regular and
not an ad interim appointment,

_since Congress is already 1n

session. That means that she

—————————

cannot assume: office until the
CA confirfisher,” Albano said.
-+ Lopez [as. Jaunched a cru-
sade against déstructive min-
ing-operations in:the country
and has <):fdered the closure of
some firms for alleged viola-
tions of law: ‘

- Lopez|was among 15 Cabi-
net officials bypassed by the
CAlast n}cﬁn’ch,’ which happens
‘when Congress adjourns ses-
sion or goes on recess without

the CA approving the appoint-

‘ments. .
pES — | _
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DENR ARANGKADA .
‘SA PROGRAMA - . i

“TODO-ARANGKADA mga ‘igan ang Depart-
mentof Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) sa kanilang mga proyekto at progra-
mang pangkapallg:ran at pangkalikasan. Pinan-
gunahan nina DENR-National Capital Region
(NCR) Assistant Regional Director for Techni-
cal Services Sofio B. Quintana, Ph.D. CESO
IV at DENR-Environmental Management Bu-
reau {EMB) Regional Director Vizminda A.
Osorio ang kanilang proyekto at programa para
sa kapakinabangan at kaligtasan ng mamamay-
ang Filipino. Naging katuwang dinng DENR ang |
Pasig River Rehabillitation Commission (PRRC), |
sa pangunguna ni PRRC QIC Executwe Dlrector
Merliza S. Bonga ! *

Unanangisinagawa ng DENR-EMB-NCR ar ang
CIean—UpActlwty sa mga Adopted Estero-Wa-
ter Body; sa iba’t ibang barangay parfikularsa
Maynila: Inaasahan ang aktibong partisipasyon | .
ng mga punong barangay (FB) upang maging
matagumpay ang pagpapatupad ng mga proyekto
at programa. Nakiisa rito sina PB, 175 Femando
R. Lopezat PB. 176 Gilbert Sugay ng Estero De
Sunog Apog: Nakipagtulungan dinsina PB. 223 |
Carmen'S, De Jesus at PB, 219 Patrick . Ang.
At hindi rin matatawaran at pahuhuli ang Clean
and Beautification Project nitong si Mabuhay
Homes 2000 HomeownerAssmlatlon President
at Barangay Kagawad Hima L. Acosta sa kan- |
yang nasasakupang Barangay Salawag. Mag-
ing susi at daan nawa kayo tungo sa isang ma-
linis, maayos, payapa at ligtas-na pamumuhay*
ng sambayanang Filipino. Good tuck! *

More projects and programs to'corrie..
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QC dads -
approve
Payatas
faC|I|ty

By Rio N. Araja b
WITH the closure of the Payatas
landfill in 2019, the 38-member
Quezon City has given Mayor
Herbert Baitista the green
light ‘to_putiup a multimillion-
peso waste-to-energy facility: in
Barangay Payatas. G

The city council passed a
resolution ‘to pursue the estab-
lishment.of an mtegrated waste-
to-energy facility to give way:1 for
the closure of the Payatas dump;
handle 2,000 tons to 3,000 tons,
of wastes a day, and generate, 30, .

' to'35 megawaits of power.' .

City . administrator Aldnn,‘
Cufia, however, clarified déspite
the project was originally- pro-
posed by business tycoon Man-~- .
ny: V.-Pangilinan of the Metro,
Pacific Investments Corp., the )
city government will still;invite
other infrastructure companies

- through. 6pen competltwe bid-
ding procedures.

“We will publicize the b1d and :
invite other parties. There.will
be a Swiss challenge,” he told the
'Manila Standard. . .

“Under the resolution, the clty
government ' shall ensure that -
the project conﬁguranon of the
proposed wasfe-to-energy fa-
cility is compliant with the laws
and regulations, “including but -
not limited ‘to the Ecological
Solid'Waste Management Act
of 2000, Clean Air Act, Toxic
Substances and Hazardous and
Nuclear . Wastes Act, Renew- .
able Energy Act of 2008, and
guldelmes governing the es-

ATt it nad  amasatian nf
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ofﬁce of Cllmate and Energy Practrce

- R was upbeat: ab_out ‘the results:of the

22nd Conference‘

f Parties’ (COP22) talks

here, saying that the follow-up negotiations
to last December’s landmark climate-talks
in Paris. “put substance behmd the global

épact to reduce harmful emrssmns i

" “The UN clrmate talks,*rcom :

tinue to be filled with twrsts and
‘turns, but they have delwéred
‘what they needed to this week
L puitting stibstance behmd the

‘promise of the Paris Agreementg i
_§0 it can be fully 1mplemented~v;f-& is. movrng aheas.lI

‘The Marrakech work-has not’
‘been thie most glamorous, but
_it's a key step in the chain re-’

“action needed to roll out the -

_agreement,” " WWE International’s

“Manuel Pulgar-Vrclal sard in.a-

 statement. .
‘ "Countrres comrmtment to
the Pans Agreement also passed

s

sitss ﬁrggg .stress test thlS week with

118 electromlresulﬁs Un-

_eq"uwocally, tHey*festafed that

-they are in this for the long haul,”
he added. |
- The reahty ﬁt&w tl}?,, world
his issue.
‘This irreversible: momentum will
_only build as market signéls and
" commitments: across all' sectors
of society continue pouring in.
“Already, 113 countries have

‘ratified the Agreement -—.under-

 scoring jts historic importance.
" Mations. also :began: subinitting

their long-term roadmaps for .

decarbomzatron f-"., : ?'ti.

*But- theré’s: still work to d6.-
The emissions’gap continues to,
grow ‘between what science tells
usiigrieeded o protect the planet

from thie woist impatts of climate .
‘ change and the goals govern-

ﬂl.-

, men’ set-in’Paris. lUrgently rfe_-'

ici ‘émissiotis and preparing
for theiclimate! change 1mpacts.
th'at are already. affectrng us
is essential for the world’s futl] ure
prosperity,. safety and secum
thelfstatem tS contmued
iPhlgaitVidal sxplained that’
under the current plan, nanons
that have ratified the agreemegt
o |
further agreed! 'to assess progliess
in ta'o,yearsuand'develop ore -

’ ambmous emlssmn IEdUCllGﬂ

gt

targets before 2020.; L

+“While parties work to finalj 1ze
the Paris: Agreement “fine prmt«
by the nextrmajor polmcal mo-
mentt {2018, more needs tosbe
done.rmthe:next ifew yearékto
clarrfy consistencyiof national -

targets In addrtlon, there are Isttll

gaps in finance and adaptatmn, ‘

i
I
Lo
-
i

despite some announcements

“here on financing for adapta--
tion and capacity building. We

expect to see developed: couns.:
tries up their game significantly ' J

" on finance and other support

beyond current projections; and |

":aré very encouraged to seé China ;
.and other countries stepping’ up 1
" their south-south coopération,”

Pulgar-Vidal said. R

2. ¥ This work was bolstered b):g

the Cllmate Vulnerable)&orum
group of around 50 countrres
“'that committed to revrewmg
and improving therrgourren i
eriissions-cutting: goals"qn 20 ‘j
and shiffing to.100 perfcent

 fenewable energy by 2030 or

before, ” he added. :
_Pulgar-Vidal concluded- that N

: WWF expects 1o see a trendi

of falling costs for renewable
energy, and a correspondmg‘taci*t
celeration in the adoption otT lov\h
carbon technology.

BEN KRITZ I WWF’
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CCC assuresv|nﬁdust|a|[e,_-;§

By RICHMOND MERCURIO* T
'.any reason for fear,” Victorio

' Local industries have noth- o

ing.to fear on the govern-
ment’s commitment to reduce -
‘by 2030 the emission level of
‘greenhouse gas by 70 percent
under the Paris: Agreement; the *
Climate Change Comrmssron
(CCC) said.

' CCC commissioner Frances
Victorio said the country’s:
“commitment could still ‘be '
“amended as needed even. if it
ratifies the Paris Agreement
~ “First of all, we're currently
reviewing the commitment, to,
' see if i's in line with our own
- development goals. We have .
' until 2019 to-come up with our -
.goals. We want to make it#is.
“good a study.and reallyeonsylt

+ .everyone soldon’ tthmkthere s

“said in an interview on the side-
Jines of the Business Summit on
‘Climate Change yesterday

The 70 percent reduction

'commrtment by 2030 was

made under, the Aqmno ad-
mlmstratlon BESREE
.1 #So even if-you raufy, you

-can change it after the ratifica-

‘tion because the.70 percent
contribution, i*snotevenin the

agreement itself. It's somethlng ,
-you just comimit. to ‘give after

the Paris Agreement. That 70
_percént is something we deter-
-mined on our own: and is not
aurequuement from. the Paris
ement rVicto 0 said.

hile supportmg agovern-

',1‘-
'

ate deal

ment m1t1at1ve to cut carbon
emissions:and promote br{sr—

ness resiliency and environ-:

mental sustainability, busingss

orgamzatlons such:as the Ph 1--- .
ippine Chammber of Commerce'f
and: Industry (PCCI) and the :

Federation -of Philippine |In-

dustries said ttie proposed; 0.

percent carbon cut is too high
forindustries and counterpro-
ductive to.the economy.. ¢

i The PCCI said.if the i ter-

venhons t reach a70 per ent‘

-y

to mcur h;gher .operatiqr nal
st Wi ‘would resulra

commitmen

-~ eradication,” Victorio said
'uld be under pressure‘

~ma

. goods and services. )
The group said the cou

4'\
ey

try’s target annual economle

growth of 6.5 percent within
the next few years wo

" also be compromised w1th
the implementation of capi=

tal-intensive interventiof; to:
achieve 70 percent. '
“You can always hit several

- goals' at the same time—our:
_concerns for climate change

and economic concern. We 'Te’
trying to go for our goalsdhat
are in line with sustainable.
development and poverty,

“The industries can grow. We
are allowed to peak and wegmll
have time to still transitionyfo-a
greengr economy, g1t Yoy

BU

SINESS SI.M'IIT
in partnership with its L

StrategiesforLow-C

Bl«!‘. me‘-‘.s %lrategiesfor '
o CcOnomy

GHATE G'IANG. The Cllmato Change
ow Emission Capacity: Bulldlng Philippine project, the Phill l
Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the Philippine Businéssfor the Enwnmment(
held Wednesday the 4th Business Summit on Climate C|

arbon Economy.’ In photo are {fri
Rene Almendras, Land Bank of the: Philippines EVP
Frances Veronica Victorio,
plant manager Jose Villanueva ]

AECOM country manage
f'and CEMEX Phlllppines premdent Pedro Palom' o'

imimmmml AlmAanianinar

COmmlssIon,

R MEm
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. ways to mthdraw the Umted &
 States from;the 2015 Paris Agreet -
“THent to combat climate change.! L

1 Tt 1
s S
te change arLd Amer-
1can compennveness
- much’ 1tw111 costour comj oames "

an N i‘h w

raccord to fight climate change,‘ '

_in a softening of hig stance to-
ward global warmmg
] Trump told The New York
" Times in an mterv:ew that he
,thought there was “some con-

‘nectmty’ between,. human ac- -

.tivity and global warming, de-
‘'spite previously- descnbmag cli-
.mate change as a hoax. R

A source on Trumnp's:transi-™

’non team told Reuters ‘earlier

anopenmm £0 §t.":
. A USs! w1thdrawal from the

pact agreed ‘to by almost 200" -
«Countries, would set back mter-f
-national efforts to limit rising .
_temperatures that have beenr

.linked to the extmcnons of ani-

“mals and plants; ‘heat waves, l

Vv asked -0n  Tuesday '-
fwhether »the\ “Umted States
would w1thdraw from the ac- "

' cord, the Republican said: “I'm,

. lookmg at it very. closely I have

he said} or dlng toa tvb!eet by a ) ' .
“Time, reporterm the in emew
Two'™~ people adwsmg '

Trump s transition team onen-.; .
. e1gy. and emnronmenn dssues .
sald they were caught off guard

by his. remarks. | .
A shift’c on global wa Tning is ﬁ
'the’ latest s1gn Tirump ight be *

backmg away from some Jof his
campalgn thetoric as lifp: m the -
) Ofﬁee*approaches _
il as :said he enught :

Li, i

“this month that the l\'lew York .
busmessman was seelung qulck Jan.
--—L.\.i_..

srgnature campalgn promises

; JOb as ‘President and his- famlly s
: busmesses '
“The law’s; totally on my

- New York/Fimes. My company S

. 80 ummpOrtant to me relatwe=

<to what I'm doing” Trump’ sardf

Conﬂlct-of-mterest rules: for.:
: executivé branch employees do-
. not apply to the presrdent ‘but;

“Trunip will be bound by bnbery
,‘Iawe dlsdosure requlrements

ﬂoods and nsmg sea levels,

/itution that prokifbi
- ficials from’ taklng gifts from
'forelgn govemments aCCordmg
“to- Repubhcanl and Democratxc
ethics 1awyers‘ ar i

. Trump,*a real estate ‘devel-
oper ‘who has never held public -
ofﬁce brushed 'off fears' over
confhets of interest between his';

.. Painter,
. counsel to Repubhcan Pres1dent
"George W. Bush. e

an 'border to

i

ected of—

‘. “There may. e;specrfic Iaws

.. that don’t apply’ to the- pres1—
' dent, but the- president-is not
. side, the president can't have a -

- conflict of interest,” he told The '

sald Richard
a: former assoc1ate

above the law

“Do we really want to,run our

‘government where you have the
President, thé Ieader of the Unit-
'..ed States and'the free world, say-

ing: T'm going to do the bare min-

. Imum to squeak by‘?’” asked Nor--

Lo

™~

. have'tg burld a fence rather than
“awall,f ‘i1 somne ‘areas of

e US-_
stopI é}lllegall ‘

g _
: marlt Er.sen, a former top ethlcs
lawyerm Obama’s White House. .
Trumps 0 busmesswoman
daughter Ivanka joined her fa-" ‘
thers telephone call with. Ar-,
genltme President Maurrcrof
- Magri garlier'this month andat-
7 tended a meeting with ]apanese
Pri e _Minister Shinzo Abe,
ralsmg questions of possible
conflicts: .of interest.
Then asked whether House
. of Representatwes Speaker Paul .
Ryanjand other Republicans in
Congress would consider his .
trllhon-dollar infrastructure .-
plan,; Trymp boasted he was-
popular with the party’s leaders -
on Capltol Hl]I —REUTERS
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| sector that the fossil fuel’co
i tributes to’ economrcl’growth

'ODI acknowledged thatcld 1ires 'fum‘ "he sa(
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changeef

UNITED- NATIUHS New York: vCOal
power ‘does mofe o harm _
the world’s poor thanfto help i

l-.mjlhon:l**'petﬁ)ple globally,”
o -said Grafoffy’
A 9.4 millio

supply char

edge that there is dn employ- !
_ment (1mpact);w1th the phase |

‘where peoplé 1é
industry 'aiid:
‘hidve a jl'r'
added “Buitin:F

one third of currently plannéd

coal power stations we%e»burlgt N
the. teport found,“addi g that.
rf the world exceeds thrs the El
4 mént the
T sector proy; _es‘
"Beyond Coal: Scahn aup I tunities: mofe ]obs ,_nd hrgher

clean energy to fight, po{rér’t)}, ' ‘ualrty jobs g obally "

.poorest peo-
ple to accesss l’re“r r
and mne other organrza_tons /i r'nal('e sense 84
ahead of the. 22nd., Confer--{ : f*- 2 Tepot
\ UN-
. Climate Change Conventron i 4
(COP22) in: Marrakesh Mo- 1O
rocco, ‘which- concluded on Hd
November 18. Sieaiy
IImi Grarioff, co- author of .
-the report, told IPS that coal Vtis fmm
entrenches'poverty,r contrigy asthma 10 he%t a'f& :clcs
* tor arguments from the coal IV As;ngle one g]gawatt p]ant
ne rn Indonesta wast estrmatecl
”to ¢ause 26, 000 premature
“dea Hs, over:tlie pls

Granoff aresearch assocrate at

. of coal power plants have catised i
Jocalized ecoriomic: hardshipt 1! -poitance of T recognrzrng the
“butsaid haetheieresedtgh found | 10“8 term néga_ 3 1lnpact that?
that overall renewable‘erietsy:is l, " )

“more, employment mtensrve i
Cnernit 7 "

e l

that the 6 mddstry employsg pedpié
'less than the;
,_.eople already|.
employed: 1n"renewable energy 5

s 1mportantato acknowl- o
" down of codl; globally because

there are’ specrfrc locations
'n the coal g ;

proSpects forifi -ture employ- H
n,wable energy ‘

‘”‘lh

o kpmerrmpacts ‘'of clj niate, .

change. on. deveIOprng : un--.ts
- thies andwthe World's poorest
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+ mo Lio) #, r*sj‘etually
| be good' ﬁ;]ﬁagunaﬂL*‘akeg? ays Dr.

ManaNlct—ona 0. Espgi{don{brofes-

Shi emphasmedu

‘(- tourisin as one whlcghcpreserves the
naturalness: ‘of the landscape or the
: seascape It is not. about construe-
1 tion ‘of dikesor bulldmgs i, ‘
wrhe jdéa of developing Laguna :
1 Lake,. wuth eco-toukism.as a plat-
: form,\could actuaIIy help bring in
| ‘more jobsbecauseiold bosts can en-
| gaged in tours, people can produce
: food—and handlcrafts "-she-says.
Currently, thererareistudxes un-
dertaken by the UPLB~ that ‘shows

; .quahty dn the- ‘lake in
- terms..of ‘biclogical; iphysical and
chemleal parameters is bad. But
Espaldon is hopeful ithajfs there are

many ways to 1mprove the water

| quality.”- o -
_ 'ml'tha!;'e need ,d 1_§ a concerted :

Iy

| managemetit of the Liaguna de Bay,

)

-ﬁunsm’ ‘j;an ben

wherem“all sectors should be en- .
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“can follow Loboc River model

The showcase ecological
tourism being done in Loboc

" River in Bohol province can
be a model for a similar eco-
‘tourism program for Laguna
‘Lake, a University of the Phil-

ippines-Los Bafios résearcher- - - | |
' that there are ways to improve -

scientist said. - ,

“Real ecotourism,-like the
Boho! model in Loboc River,
can actually be good for La-
guna Lake,” says Maria Vic-
_toria Espaldon, professor of
the School.of Environmental
Science and Management and
2016 Qutstanding Researcher
of UPLB." '~ .

' Espaldon stressed that
“real” ecotourism was a tour-
'ism acfivity featuring an eco-
Jogical site which preserves
the naturalness of the land-
scape or seascape; and did
not involve the construction
of dikes or buildings.

“The ideaof developing La-
guna Lake, with ecotourism as
aplatform, could actually help
bring in more jobs because
old boats can engage in tours,
Eeople can produce food and

andicrafts,” Espaldon said.

, .4

. UPLB is currentl_&f.'ﬁ’naéf;'.

taking a;number of studies
“thatshow the poor water qiial- "

ity in:Laguna Lake, in térms’

of biological, physical and

‘chemical parameters.

‘But Espaldon is' hopeful
-‘water-quality. Lot
Al that's needed is @ con-
certed aétion and strong lead-.
‘ership in terms of improving
" tfﬁé water quality of the lake,”
'~s‘“‘<""d..'\, L

T

' whigreint all sectors should'b

,enigaged and res onsible,” -

‘lake. Once the peoplebecome.
résponsible and accountable,
-pollution can be reduced. '

“+ ;Espaldon, however; re- -

_mainsupbeat on the Jake's wa~

ter.quality. It is freshwater, she -

-gaid, s if it is of good quality.

* it can be a source for domestic

Espaldon said thatthere
-should be an integrated mian- -
ermiént of Laguna dé Bay, -

'Some published stirdies .
“ghigw the presence of pollut-,
ants; such as pesticides residie:

“ify tributaries that can‘eventu--
Vallyfind their way:intoithe

“and agricul ,:r;;él‘ngé;dsf”; _
“It is betgr to'make it'a

‘if people know'that'it is the
-source water);that they drink,
. they will not defecate in it.
! Water supply normally tinder-
 goes: treatmen) ‘tuﬁroce‘ss before
it comes out. When the lake is
“uised as water, supply source,
there will be aivalue formation
-that's econdmically driven.
People know that it’s valuable
to them so why would they ne-
glect it,” Espaldon explained.
- She suggests that the local
' .govgrnmentf"fshoulc}' be more
. empowered in managing their
tivers to helpimprove the wa-
tér that goesto the lake.
"\ Espaldoni$ research on an
écotourism }Lifoject' oh Laguna
.Lake was ohe of-the issues
. the Departniernit of Science

soutce of watgr su}i‘ply beécause -

A [5;1 -. i T
m program

"“and: Technology =-National -

Research Coundil of the Philip-
pines (DOSTINRCP) tackled in
its Science and Policy Forum
for; Sustainable Laguna Lake

~ Summit Ridge Hotel, Tagaytay
City. - Ralij‘ﬁer Allan Ronda

Managementon Nov, 22 to23in .
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