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EMB slaps -
P24M fine vs
Benguet Corp

THE Envrronmental Management Bureau (EMB)

. | Cordillera has recommended that Benguet Cor—
-poration {BC) in ltogon, Benguet must pay afine.
iof P24 million for polluting the rivers of I.lang,
Ambalanga and Agno. =
}' “The EMB-Cordillera said that on October 27 and 28,

! it Was reported that pressure from the accumulated
| waterat the open pit ¢ caused outbursts that released
at least 50,000 metric tons of silt into the lrang River
that converges at the river of Arnhalanga before ‘

! flowirig into the Agno river. ;

;. - The P24 million covers the penalties onlyfrom ;
October 27 to November15. o

*The BC will continue to be fined on a daily
basrs until they finish removing the mine tarlrngs
 that spilled to the rivers due to a breach atthe -
old Antamok open pit," EMB (ordrllera Drrector

Reynaldo Digamo.said. |

; The recommendation will be forwarded to tltre
. Pollution Adjudication Board (PAB), which will’:

ultu-nately decide on BCs penalties, and where the BC '
: canalso make an apgpeal

* Digamo; explarned that the job of the EMB is to ,
find probable cause and forward their ﬁndmgs and

= recommendatrons to the PAB, which wrll evaluate

i and decrde onthe. case;.

"Theﬁnerscomputed accordmgtothe provrsrons

L'tof the (lean Witer Act, which provides thatthe emng
oompany bé chargeéd P200,000 per day/hesaid, -

EMB officials explained that if a company g
violates the Clean Air Act on three counts, the frne :

i would be trrpled 5

;"4¢:0n Monday, the water level at the old mine tun-

nels wasata; standstill; as the volume of water gorng

out is equwalentto thé water comingin. - ; "
: Digamo ‘said the company is yet to find wherg tlle :

r water is commg from and that the source of the accu-

. mulated watérat the old mine site must be removed

! beforethe hreach could be plugged. - g §. W

- BC officials said they have already | hrred a consul

f tancy firm o locate the source of the waterﬂoodlng

| the old mine site and that it has started burldl%al

. drainage’c canal directto the penstock to mcrease

waterdrsdrange o | 3 :
- On November 7, the tailings sprllmg into the

; rrver were already contained but there was stlll

et AmIlm e £ bk
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| Sem|rara Mmmg;starts Panian plt

INTEGRATED energy company
| Semirara Mining and Power Cor-
poration (SMPC} said Monclay it.

is working to restore the ecologlcal .
balance of its Panian pit, whlch was

recently closed following the deple—
tion of its mineable coal reserves.
The depletion was certified by:the
Department of Energy (DOE) after
department personnel visited Semir-

ara Island last September 20 to 21. .

“Our goal i to restore the topog-..
raphy of Panian and promote flora
and fauna growth in' the area,”
SMPC president-and COO, chtor

A. Consunjisaidiin a dlsclosure to-

the stock exchange.

Prior to pre-mine operation, |

“ the Panian area was characterized
by rol]mg hills of open grasslands

~-and numerous gullies with shrubs
" estation program that involves erl-

“and trees. .
' To restore the ecologlcal bal-
ance, SMPC has begun filling Pan-

* ian pit with overburden materials

from the Molave and Narra:Mmes,
its two Operating p1ts L

Initial progressive rehabilitation
< :was also started in 2005 near Casay

.Lake at the westetn part of Panian.

To date, over 250 ‘hectares of the

area have been planted wnh nearly
2 million trees. , ;.

- Once the Paman mine pit be-
comes a $table landform, SMPC

will cover the area with humic -

acid, compost and other material 5 .
to add nutrients to the soil. This
will be followed by a massive refor-
demic and suitable plant sper.les|
“The in-pit of Panian Mu{e
would o loriger look like a de
pleted mine:since the final eleva—
tion would be around -10 met s
at the northern side and +30
meters at the central barricade and
+10, meters at the southern sude,,,
Consunji said. - o
The +10 meter elevation 1s

planned to be a fresh water reser- - .
‘voit whilé the -10 mietér elevatlon
is bemg eyed as'a posmble beach

resort, grazing land, pearl farm . ..

final rehab

.0r marine sanctuary that will be
turned over to the local govem-
ment unit for possible develop
ment into an ecotourism spot.
"We are still consulting w1th
DOE and host LGU [local govern-

ment unit| as to the final land use
plan. We want to turn ovet somie- -

thing that will continue to benefit

the government and host com-:
munity. Island sustamablllty isour -

main concern,” added Consunii.

' SMPCis the only power proditc- :

er in the Philippines that generates |
its own fuel. It produces over 800 :

.. megawatts of baseload powef’for

the Luzon grid. ¢ %
VOLTAIRE PALAﬂA
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Duterte to declare Panatag

« . BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYQR

PRESIDENT Duterte is set to unilaterally
declare Scarborough Shoal as a “no-fish
Fone” or marine sanctuary for both Filipino
and Chinese fishermen, national security
adyjser Hermogenes Espron Jr. said Sunday

Espgron, in a media interview in Peru,
smd fhe President is set to sign an ex-
ecutive order that would cover the marine

“ Shoal a ‘no-fish zone”

the “unilateral declaration” to Chinese
President Xi Jinping when they met at
the sidelines of the Asia Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) Leaders’ Meeting in
Peru last Saturday. ‘

Communications Secretary ‘Martin An-
danar sdid Xi expressed hopéd that the
move would be favor'tble to the Plnhppmes
and China. - ' ! :

sapctuary.

- sand Duterte already mentioned

The' Scarborough Shoal also known as

Sce DUTERTE)‘ Page B6

DUTERTE

Panatag Shoal in Manila, is a
traditional fishing ground for

Filipino fishermen and had’

been; offlimits local fishermen
due ito harassment from the
Chinese Coast Guard in 2012.

Filipino fishermen, however,
wereable to fish again a ter the
President went on a state it
to China and met with Xi. )

Xi reiterated that Filipinos
would continue to have ac-
cess to their traditional fishing
grounds without facing harass-
ment from Chinese authoritics.

Esperon said the declaration
aims to eventially ensure the
continued supply and protec-
tigr of marine resources.

He said fishermen would be
allowed to continue fishing
outside the sanctuary.

“Esperon and Trade Secretary
Ramon Lopez said the Philip-

pines and China are looking
at maritime arrangements that
call for a “coast guard-to-coast

guard relations in areas like’

Scarborough and, of course, in
other areas of the South China
Sea, West Philippine Sea.”
“That simply means that
there is a degree of demilitariza-
tion in the area. Demilitariza-
tion, because coast guard is a
civilian. We call that the white
ships going there, compared

. to gray ships going to Scarbor-

ough,” Lopez said. -

Esperon clarified that the
arrangements do not mean
that the Philippines is turning
its back on the decision of the
Permanent Court of Arbitration
that. China’s historical claim
on the South China Sea has no
bearing.

He said the President w111
stay in the four corners of the
Tribunal’s decision.

“While we may at this time
set aside the negotiations or the
issue on territorial ownership of
Scarborough becausc Scarbor:
ough is entitled to 12 nautical
miles as per Tribunal ruling, We
do not sctithat aside but we con-
sciously think of it. However,
we go into more productive
activities like fishing and more
maritime cooperation,” he said.

He and Lopez said the Philip-
pines is also looking at improv-
ing trade relations with China.

Lopez said China has reaf-
firmed its commitment to buy
up to $100 million worth of
fruits from the Philippines,
mostly bananas; to continue
developing the infrastructure
programs with the Philippines;
including a.$3-billion project
to be findnced by the Bank of
China; aiid to lift the travel ban
on Chinese tourists from visit-

_ing the Philippines.

[N PN
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| rH to declare Panatag Shoal W
,_aprotecte*‘filarlners_anc..a ;,ary

|- LIMA, Peru — The hlllppmes will Xvapmg of his: inténtion to Jndertake
| umlaterally declare the ‘fish spawning this umlateral declaratlon Eo protect
il grounds ofPanatagShoal (Scatborough  this marine sanctuary durflng their
'Shoal)-a protected marine sanctuary bxlateral meeting here at the s:delmes
" !|; where fishing is banned msuie the tri-  of the 24th Asia Pacific Econol mc Coop-
! angular lagoon.. g _eratlon (APEC) Leaders’ Me%Mg

- National: Securlty Adwser Her- Commumcahons Secretary Martin
mogenes Esperon Jr. "said President Andanar sald the Chinese pre51dentre-
Duterte informed Chmese Presndent spondedtoDllterte sstatemeht }16

' ‘that's wh atwe also hke soit will come |
< 1 ‘out naturally,” he said.
Esperon also- emphasmed that this -

PH to declar_e Panatag...,

w1th “We will moblhze gov rnment
forces to promote our agreements step
up guidance.”

Esperon said that f.he Cabmet Se-

. curity, Cluster will meet n¢ next Eek and -

submit the papers.: ;

The fishing ban’ only covers the la-
goonareaofthePanatagShoal thmg
is allowed outside or within the perim-

- eter of the Panatag Shoal. '

The lagoon, whichi is ablg as Que- :
zon City, is rich in coral:forinations
that serve as' spawning. grounds for
different: ﬁsh specles%.that :nepl Wmsh

depleted stocks i in waters adjacent to" :

the Phlhppmes

wheré Filipino fishermen’ have long ‘
been freely fishing mthoutany mterfer- :

ence from the Chinese. |

- While the Phlhpplne gcvemment‘s .

move was umlateral in nature Espe-

ron’said' that protection of this fish -«

spawning édrea is something that is of

commoniinterest to both China and the '

Phﬂxppmes

“Flf theycdo twanttoﬁshmﬁmi
"‘4,";&;.' lt;* "

‘has alw
:the four comers ‘of the 'Ihbunal ” he
: pomted o

does notmean:giving up the country’s .
~ 'win at the UN Tribunal Court. ‘
i Esperon added that the declaratlon o
might also‘include the Ayungin Shoal -

“No, no, 1o, President Duterte -
ys sald he will not get out of |

!
Accordmg to Esperon, a move for '

‘a “win-win” solution for both parties is .
‘a very efEectxve strategy rather than a,

win-Iosc”s solution.
Foﬂomng Presu:lent Duterte’s v151t

‘to China| Flhpmo fishermen are now -
- backin th elrtradmonalﬁslung grounds
‘without belng dnven away by members !

v 5

I,

e of the Chmese Coast Guard
- Esperon also said that itis not right
to say that “China has allowed us to go
‘ ﬁshmg at disputed territories because -
- we are ndt asking them to. allow us.
“y -That should be clear to us. We are not
“asking therm to-allow- us, we are-..; out
- .of sheer caurage of the ﬁshermen and
. Adire need to'go into economic actw:hes,
.they g0 fishing in-there; and they are
_not driven away.” o
- -Dutette’s recent visit, to Chma to .
' rekmdle strained relations due. tojter-
ritorial dispute: over the South: China
. Sea has»paved the way for the return of
: F:hpmo fisherimen to their traditional

Esperon however stressed tha'f
the Scarborough Shoal is not the sunt
total of the Philippines’ relattohs witH -
China noting that the Joint Comrmtbee
on'South China Seais just one oﬁthe s1x i

“joint commrittees; including trade agn—

culture-established by both couﬁtnes 1
The Chinese president has alsf |
1nv1ted Duterte to attend two majoi‘
events in China nextyear — the BRICS
Dialogue in September as the SEAN
Chair and the Belt-and Road rum
in May. . i
Andanar also said that Pr s1denf.
Xi has emphasized during the b laterd] -

‘meeting that “we are off to a very.good
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Duterte declares-

Patnatag Iagoon
amarine: 7.,
sanctuary

: lIMA, Peru President Rodngo Duterte has. de-
. mded o declare the lagoon in Panatag (Scar-

. borough) Shoal a marine sanctuary where -

“neither: Ftllpmo nor Chinese will be allowed
‘o ﬁsh, 4 Cabinet officia said on Monday. *
. ‘National Security Ad\nser Hermogenes
- Esperon said Duterte: 1nformed Chinese
President. Xi Jinping: of his plan during
their bllateral meeting on Saturday.at the
su.‘lelmes of the Asia Pauﬁc Econontlc Co-
operatlon {(APEC) Sumn‘u[; there, », .
“THe President has deided to declare that
.asa sanctuary ‘That is:a, umlateral actjon
froi government,” bsperon told report-
The Iagoon, which he sald 'was “as big

e_ed§ o be protected... .

: d}ﬁshlng there. In fact, as far asl l{now,
‘there had ‘even been seasons, when- they
would glose it. To us that's good. but what i is
?’ 1mportant how is we are'coming tp With an
1nstmment in the form of amarine protected

A ‘ >LagoonA2

Quezon City, isa spawnmg atea for fish

4S5y

2
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Duterte declaregs Panatag Iagoon a mar tne sanctuary

- area dedlaration,” Jhe said,
Esperon satd the President
Plans to issue an executive execu-

- tive order untlaterally declaring

the lagoon a marine sanctuary.

“Esperon said: Duterte and Xi. ..

also dtscussed maritime arrange-
ments” 1ncludmg joint Coast
Guard patrols in Panatag shoal;"
which will lead to ”demtlrtanza- '
tion” of the area; '
“The 1rnphcat10n and the effect :
of this is that' ‘there will be miore :
coast guard-to -coast guard tela- *
tions in areas like Scarborough

and, of course, in other areas of . §

the South China Sea, West Philip- -
- pine Sea,” the official said;

Asked about how Xi responded
to Duterte’s statement,’ Espercn
said the Chinese leader’s reply was
along the lines of “an agréement -
that is not part of an agreement.”

“It was a very oriental response,” -
he said. “What is very clear now is
there is an expression of appre--
ciation from the President of his
satisfaction in knlowing that our -
fishermen can fish in Scarborough.
as is naturally: dene or tradmon-
ally done.” f -

Presidential Commumcattons
Secretary Martin Andanar, who
was also at the. meeting, satdg(ls

‘ reply to Duterte’s proposal. was; .

“We will mobtlrze government
forces to promote Our agreements,

stepup gurdance to createa favor- h

e ¥ T

able envrronment s

backed Duterte’s plan to declare

the Panatag lagoon a marine
sanctyayy, A

Ramos, who was the administra-
tion’s special envoy to China, said
Testricting fishing activities at the
areawas one of their “first options.”

“*[Declaring Panatag as marine
sanctiiary] is the htghest form of
aquaculture preservation, a sanctu-
ary, where the mother fish spawn
‘ and ‘that it would

Ly

therefore be pro-

But the fishing can
be made outside the
limits of-the shoal
itself,” Ramos told
reporters in a news

‘ conference '
There are other

counfrie i

to fish there before imposing an}t_r]

tected perpetually.

 conformity wtg

.
|\t

a seasonal fishing area but the
sanctuary is the highest form oth

_ protected environmental asset 1+t;
‘ ’the deﬁnmon }‘

th Unth-‘
tion e Unite !

I_,l_es shoul
& have the right

arrangement. .

of Filipino and Chinese fishermen,
but also of other Asian countries,

China and other couniries havelt'

traditional fishing rights in the|
Scarborough and these traditional .

fishing nghts ag;to.-bewespected jp

by other parf] go if any party
enforced acthp at dre not;in
*Elnclos, then §
itwould be in tm‘it of interna- |
tional law,” D) ha;n Lan Dung/| .
director of Foretgn Sérvicé Training ||,

‘tn, from various nationalitje

IE ,ihoweve : *

‘..rttme Affairs and Law of the Sea, i

ng 1ssue at Panatag.

)

e

“i

d.--r}m, (?

idal “tion Convention on the Law, ofthe

g T

-Sea, an international agreement
B LR

‘that defines the rightsand respon: #

slbtlmes of nations with'} g;espect
I'to their use of the world's oceans ;
<!

Professor Jay Batongbacal /
d'srector of the University of the'

jilippines Institute -for: Man-t‘
aid a muitilateral approach s
he right way to handle the fish- R
H‘ Lo F
“In order to regulate ﬁsﬁ '
£ YOU.'r
need arrangements wher ea %

Fish'errnen in Bataan are."""“

q,pa awy
; ﬁ/amang kémi na mangzsda
152 paligid (If we are not allow ity
de the triangle, that's okay; as“‘

long. as we can fish outside the'-

- .. lagoon),” F/B Kim Eurich captam
They pointed out that a ruling -
from: the Permanent Court of Ar}.:
bitration in The Hague, The Nethy .

- erlands stated: that Panatag was a -
tradmonal fishing ground not only;"

Diogenes Corceles said.

Coiceles and his men were the- :
first who went fishing in the shoal :
after Duterte’s state visit toChind.
He said there were six boats frorh -

. - theChinese Coastguard in the shoal
" ‘but they were not shooed away.

“In’ the world, it is recognized
that both the Philippines and)
t

|

Flordeliza Salota, president: of

. the 500-strong Sisiman Ftshtng

Operators Association, also sees

© o problem if Panatag shoal was '

declared a marine sanctuary,

We trust the President. He-

s what is good-for Filipino ;
men,” shesaid. - . ° 1 {’.,
alota said their bigger problem |
,are ghe Vtetnamese ﬁshermen;‘
o' use nets and catch even:the,
malleﬁqh i

0
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Rody to declare lagoon in
Panatag ‘no-fishing’ zone

By EFREN-
MONTANO

| PRESIDENT Rodngo
| Roa Duteérte is set to
| declare. thé lagoon in

Panatag Shoal a marine
sanctuary area.
Niitional Security Advis-
er-Hermogenes Esperon,Jr.
disclosed that the Presi-

- dent will sign'an executive -

order declaring a lagoon in,

‘| the Panatag Shoal, inter-

nationally known as Scar-

. borough Shoeal, a “no-fish-

ing zone” for both Filipino .

,| and Chinese fishermen.

This, “unilateral decla-
ration’ has been relayed to
Chinese President Xi Jin-

_pingduring the two lead-
‘erd’ bilateral meeting held

at the sidelines of the Asia
Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion {APEC) Leaders’ Meet-:
mé -a¢cording to Cabingt.:

cials present during,| the~
APEC Media Press Confer-
ence with the Philippine -
media delegation.

- Presidential Communi-

. eations Office Secretary

Martin Andanar said that
President Xi hopes to cre-
ate “something favorable
out of this,

“We will moblhze gov-

ernment forces to promote .

our:agreements, step. up
guidance to create a fa-
vorable environment. Yun
ang sinabi niya (President
Xi) pagkatapos mabang-
. git ni Presidente Duterte
yung kanyang unilateral
declaration na gawmg
-marine sanctuary,’”. Anda-
nar,said quotmg the Chi-
nese leader.

.- The Panatag Shoalis a .
traditional fishing ground

for Filipino fishermen. It
was_virtually off-limits t6
Yocal fishermen as they
*complain of incidents of ha-
rassment - they received
from the Chmese Coast
‘Guard.

The sxtuatmn aoon .

changed after President
Duterte brought the sorry
“plight of Filipino fishermen
to has Chinese counterpart

during his successful state
vigit to Chins last|month.
Filipine ﬁshermen can

Panaﬁag Shoal without ex-
periencing harassment or,
being shooed away..

- The two Asian|leaders
‘geem to hit it off

sulting in renewed'friend-
ship between the| Philip-
pines and China, Secretary
Ramon Lopez explmned
Meanwhile, President

Duterte held his fivst bi--
.lateral. meeting with: Rus-

sian President Viadimir
Putin where the: latter
praised the former for his
‘firm” character. 1
Secretary Lope: ‘added,
“Na-appreciate mya (Putm)
yung stance, yung pagiging
firm leader ni President
Duterte, Parang, in 2 . way,
‘parang pinuri niyat: na
may respect, may dmgmty”
. Philippines and Russia
trﬂde ref:itlona are expect-
ed to increase especlally

‘with the forthcoming visit

of the President to IRussxa

—_

d TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 201 7'

now access and 'fish-at

vell re- -
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PORMAL nang Inilunsad

. ng Department of Envi-

ronment and Natura! Re-

sources (DENR}ang isang

three-year program na

. nagnanals na mapalakas

ang kapasidad ng mga
katutubo upang pamaha-
laan ang kani-Kanilang
mga lupain.na deklara-
dong. mga protected
area. Alinsunod ito sa:
kagusluhan ni Pangulong
Rodrigo R. Duterte na ma-.

jangat ang antas ng bu- _

hay at‘ mablgyang protek-

- syon ang Indigenous peo-

ples.
_ Pangungunahan ng Bio-
diversity Management Bu-

 reau (BMB) ang programang’

“Strengthening National

‘Systems to Improve Go-.

vernance and-Manage-
ment of Indigenous Peo-
ples-and Local Commu-:
nities Congerved Areas

"and Territories” o.ang Phi-

lippine [CCA Project.

. Ang proyekto ay tu-.
mariggap ng technical and-
financial agsistdnice mula sa-

' Global Environment Facility”
{GEF) at United Nations De-

velopment  Programme

{UNDP). . -

: Kabahag'triri"ang Bureau

of Fisherlés and Aquatic
Resources {BFAR) ng De-

_partment of Agriculture (DA)
atmga lokal na pamahalaan
— - gt tugma sa kani-kanilang

— it E— —— —

PP - —

1SN 0917

'MARTES

kung saan ito ipatutupad.

May sampung project
sites kabilang ang Mt. Tau-
ngay {Tinglayan, Kalinga);
Mt. Polis (Hungduan, lfu:
gao); ML, Imugan {Sania Fe,
Nueva Vizcaya); Egongot.

(Maria, Aurora, Aurora); Ka- '

nawan (Morong, Bataan);
Balabac {Palawan); Mt. Ki-
mangkil -{impasug-ong, Bu-
kidnon); Mt. Apo (Magpet,-
North Cotabato}; Mt. Diwas
tain {Esperanza, Agusan de!
Sur); at-Dinarawan {Jabo-
nga, Agusan de! Norte).

" Paliwanag nl BMB
Director Theresa Mundita
Lim, ang proyekto ay pagki-
fala sa kakayahan ng mga

‘katutubo na mapangalagaan

ang kani-kanilang ninunong

lupain, “dahil iyan' sa kani-

‘lang mataas na anlas ng

tradisyon at kaisipan namay °

pagsasaalang-alang sa ka-

likasan al sa konserbasyon

nite” - _5
Inaasahang nasa loob
nyg tationg taong implemen-

tasyon ng Philippine ICCA - .

flat ay may isinusulong na : PUBLIKO, sa DWBL

111242 kHz {8:00-9:00

No.- 115 na‘kumikilala sa . am.) Mondayto Friday

JCCA atsa kanilang maha- |
lagang gampanin sa bigdi- |

Project, may mga mabubu-
‘ong karagdagan at mga ba-
gong polisiya hinggl sa en-

- vironmedit conservation, -

«* Tuturuan din ang mga
nabanggit na komunidad sa
pagbubuo ng sustainable

“congervation plans kabi-

lang ang business and n-
vestments plans na akma

L M

- 4932

PINGS

UPPER-HALF

-ninuncng lupain. . :
-, Kabilang sa mga nag-
pakita ng suporta sa paglu-
lunsad ng proyekto sina lf-
ugao representative Teo-
doro Baguilat, Jr., na isa
ring katutubo, UNDP repre-
-sentative Ola Almgren,

Indigenous Peoples {NCIP) =

" PHILIPPINE ICGA PROJECT

- LOWER-HALF
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R. HILDA C. ONG

vation, sometimes, the
-community and indigenous
. peoples ways are more ef-
 fective.”

Hininikayat niya ang
.'mga kapwa kongresista na

. talakayin na ito sa plenary
( i at ganap nang isabatas
National Commission on :

Commissioner:;- Basilio :

Wandag (Cordillera Auton-

omous, and -lipcos Re- .

gions), mga kinatawan ng
mga katutubong grupo at
" mula sa Philippine Tropical

Forest Conservation Foun- |:

dation. .
Sl Congressman Bagu-

panukala sa House of
Aepre-sentatives, ang HB

versily conservation.
1ka nga niya, “With the

ICCA, we are recognizing.”
not only area conservation, i
- but the fact that in conser- .-

upang makatulong sa kon-
serbasyon at proteksyon
‘ng ating kalikasan gamit

' "ang pamamaraan at sari-

=

| programang "HEALTH
- 1] & Travel @ SERBISYOQ

ling pamama-lakad ng mga
i katutubo na nasa sinapu-
. punan ng kalikasan.

[TANGKILIKIN ang|

“]at DWSS 1494 kHz
*|{9:00-10:00 2m.), Sa-
| turday & Sunday. Ma-
" | babasa. ang kanyang
' mga article sa Dr. Hilda |-
Ong FB Fan Page.
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Watershed -
projects 1
need investofs

ILOILO.CITY — There’s a need'to -
invest in preserving the river-basins of
Western Visayas, the top environmental
official in the region said. | .

“We’re seeking investors both from
the government and private sectbr&sf‘” '
said Jim Sampulna, regional djrectiir ;
| of Department of Environment atid 5
- Natural Resources (DENR-6). -~ ¥

In' particular, DENR is pushing for
better management of watersheds, ¥ :
{ . “Iftheriver basins will hot be'pro- .
tected, we cannot attain sustainabilify
- of water supply;” said DENR Undersee-
retary Isabelo Montejo during the Rivér
Basin Investment Summit in Tloilo Gity
{ last November 18, B BL .
. Among the investment opporiuni- -
ties mentioned are bamboo plantatiéils
and planting trees and crops fo stabilize
‘the watersheds. A

Sampuina said DENR i$ pushing -
| for the preservation and managemént
| of three major river basinsiin Pandy
| Island. These are the Jalaur River -

in Toilo province, the Panay River:jn '

Capiz.provinee ‘and the Iloilo-Baﬁ:.Ei'IO' ‘

- River that runs through Hoilo City dnd

| neighboring Oton town. co T
‘The DENR is pushing for an.In‘L

| grated Watershed Management Plan .

| patterned after that adopted by the ¢ity -

| -and provirice of Tioiio. S S
.- “Itis a preréquisite. It will deter- .
mine what type of investment is apprp-

. Priate for a particular area,”-Mbn’éi)o A

“Said ofrsﬁh(giplai'ﬂ vomo R -
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TACLOBAN CITY The Depart—

ment-of Environment and Natural
" Resources office for'Eastern’ Visayas
(DENR 8) will lead this week in the
celebration of National Climate Change
Consciousness Week in the region. ¥
' " DENR‘Regional Executive Direc:
tor Leonardo Sibbaluea‘said the event
that lasts until November 25 is along-
side the National Clean Air Month and
Enwronmental Awareness Month*thls
month,

Its theme is “GreenSchools Bmld
Climate- Res:hent and Sustamable
Commumtles S ‘

The celebrahons klcked off w:th a
“bike and: plant, for clean air” actmty
where partlclpants from government-e

agenmes and orgamzanons rod_ _ frorn
Robmsons Place through

Utap_ \

- Sibbaluca said there will be a photo
contest and exhibit at Robinson’s
Place from November 21 to25, feafur- - .

© ing: ’Chmate .Change, Clean Air, and"
Eco-Schools Champmns in Eastern

Visayas.
Slbbaluca said the acl:mhes hned up

shall énsure that advocacies for a bet- -
ter énvironment are mstllled n every .

individual. “.
““The state of our envu-onment de—

pends. so- much on the impacts of our -
daily activities. These environmental -
celebrations remind us to do our'shatess: the mtegrahon ofenvu'onmental educa-

fon\the envu'onment and get our‘%ct

Yo

k 'mejor. _
streets of the citytothe Natlonal Green- .
ing. program (NGP) site; in Barangay

- Monthr

e L

together for one eause " he sald Lo
As partofthe DENR’s information,

educatlo , and. commumcatmn cam-

paign, a s nes of media blitz and inter- .

—.

-~ actions xgﬂ be eonducted throughout
o .

the region, Sibbaluea said. ;
. He saif Proclamatxon 1109 Issuedm
1997 decl d November as Clean Air
ugh National Vehicle Inspec--
tion and Mambenance Consciousness’
to create awareness among motorists
on the 1m1uortance and benefits of ve-'
hicle mamtenance :
Republi 1c Act 9512 or the Natmnah

; Enwronmenfal Awareness and Educaﬁ

tion Act of 2 008 also declared Ni ovember
as Enwrormental Awareness Month.
. Sibbalica said that the law calls for{

tlonmschoof“e cula | e



22 MOV 2016

DATE UPPER HALF
PAG LOWER HALF

ZAGL:
EYES

TONY
‘ A VIN: .

From )
Marrakech
“hopefor
climate

- change

LAST Fnday, Novernber 18’-“ '

the 22nd session of the Confer-

- ence of Parties of the United |

Nations Framework Conven-
 tion on Climate Change closed

}:beMarrakech Morocco, Two, .
eks of infense negotiations
produced credible outcomes,
that bring hope for addressmg‘

climate change. Marrakech
built on the goodwill from COP'

21 last December 2015 when - |

195 countries adopted the Paris
' Agreement, That agreement
came into force last November
3 on the eve of COP 22.

In the secdnd week of Mar--

rakech, during the high- level
segment, the Philippines was’
represented by Environment
Secretary Gina Lopez who de-
- livered a powerful speech that
called for urgent and ambi-
tious action. Lopez explairied
passxonately why climate.
_ change is high on our agenda

“The Philippinés is 4 coun-

" try of 7,000 islands which has

.the hlghest endemlclty per

‘unit area in the planet This

.. means that 70 percent of the

' blodwerSlty found in the Phil-
. ippines can only be found in
' our country. We have' more

L

1 ‘than 3,000 species of marine
~life, some of which mcludes a
,“snail—the venom of Which has
been found: by a Nobel latire-

ate to be better than morphine

:in addressing pain without the
'side effects, Our sponges and

shells are effect;ve in address-

ing cancer, ‘and we are barely
scratchmg the surface of what
! there is. This is not just the
.wealth of the Philippines—it

is the wealth of all of us to-
gether.

Should the planet escalate
to more than 1.5.degrees [m-
crease in temperature], 'we
lose all of that. The planet sim-
ply cannot afford an indecisive
ambiguity about - wh_at_needs
to be done. Thesituation is

.clear——anythmg more than 1.5

degrees will destroy possibfli-
ties for quality of life. We.do

ot need to give up.economic
-growth—from clean énergy,

to sustamable transportation,
to all facets of life. We need to
have the courage to change the

‘way we do things. We cannot
-.and must not- bulld an econo-

Tum toAs
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my based on suffering.™

The Philippine statement:
- echoed the stand of the Climate
Vulnerable Forum, (CVF),
of which the Philippines is a

member (we chaired the CVF

up to earlier this year when we
passed the baton to Ethiopia).

Assistant  Secretary , Evelyn
Cruzada, of the Office of the

Cabinet  Secretary, delivered

a strong statement on . our

behalf during-the CVF High

Level Meeting held last week.
. According - to .the Marrakech

Vision of the CVF: “The

response to .climate change is

climate justice and social justice

in action.., This requires limiting

to the maximum the increase in

warming below if not well below

1.5 degrees Celsius, a peéaking

of global emissjons by 2020 at

the latest, and the achievement
| of net carbon neutrality by the
2050s in realization of the Pans
Agreement.”

CVF coantries, mcludmg ‘the
Philippines, will “strive to meet
* 100-percent domestic renew-
able energy production as rapid-
ly as possible, while working to
end energy poverty and protect.
water and food security, takmg\
into consideration national ¢ir-
cumstances.” They promised
“to help each other with our
respective transition plans to
transform our energy, transport
and other sectors, and, together
ensure support is made avail-
able in terms of capacity build-
ing, financing and technology.”

The CVF . emphasized the
importance of. people being ef-
fectively informed about cli-
mate change and equipped

- As we now turn towards i

as commumc -0f . climate
Yisks BAd dctions: ‘ﬁqﬁp%mofed“
a whole-of-soclety and’ whole-
of-government approach in pur-
suit of sustainable development
and the convergence of all key.
stakeholders, both private and
government and civil socjety.
_Finally, the heads of state and
government delegations attend-
ing COP 22 issued the “Mar-
rakech Action Proclamation for
our Climate and Sustamab]e
Development™ to signal a shift
towards a new era of imple-
mentation and action on climate
and sustainable development.
According to them: “The Mar-
rakech , Conference. marks an

-important inflection. -point in

our, commitment to- bring to-

‘gether the whole international

commimity to tackle one of the
greatest challenges of our '¥ne
le-
mentation and action, we reiter-
ate our resolve to inspire soli-
darity, hope and opportunity for
current and future generations.”
.Governments reaffirmed
théir commitment to the Paris
Agreement, noting its’ rapid
entry :into force,.its ambitious
goals, its inclusiveness and re-

 flectiveness of equity and com-

mon but differentiated respon-
sibilities. They acknowledged
that there is extraordinary and

_irreversible momentumn on cli-

mate change  worldwide that
is “driven not only by govern-
ments, but by science, business
and: global action.of all types at
il levels.” :

The Marrakech Proclamatlon
cal,ls. for the highest political
commitment to combat climate
change and strong solidarity
with those countries most vul-
nerable to the impact of climate

- change,.;
‘efforts.. t’ﬁat" erilange " adapt Ve

Fam o
M&Mwwwi 'b'-\.w.m.ts .....

mcludmg support gg

capacity, strengthen resilie ce
and reduce vulnerabnhty Itcalls
for urgently raising ambmou
and strengthening cooperatlon
among countries to close thie
gap between current emissions
trajectories and the pathway
needed to meet the Paris Agree-
ments ‘long-terr temperatllre
goals oo

. The Proclamatlon also’ calls
for increased support: among
others an increase in the vol-
ume, flow and access to ﬁnarlce
for; climate projects, alongsi de

‘improved capacity and technol-
“ogy, including from deve]oped

to developing countries. M I'f:
specifiGally, governments com-
mitted to strengther and syp-
port efforts to eradicate, p V-
erty, ensure food security a.tud
to take siringent action to des 8l
with climate change challen eq
in agriculture. ‘

The - Philippine * delegat on
was influential in Marrakech.
1 was there the first week and
continued to observe their wol;k,
through the delegation’s Vi"er
exchanges, in the second we?k.
The compétence and dedication
of the delegation—our leaders
dxplomats technical officikls
from various departments, and

‘colleagues from civil socnety

orgamzatlons and ‘academe]
is truly 1mpress:ve As [ men-
tioned in my previous colunjl

the ‘backstopping work of cur‘

diplomats -and the lawyers |of
the Climate Change CommisA

sion was exemplary. i

With the election of Dondld
Trump as president of the Umt-
ed States, splidarity with oth er
developmg countrles is essen—
tlal China is now: the undrs-

i

QMMME W% ?“6\9/74""

puted global leader on cllma?:'
‘chdnge and we must rét ?‘gﬁr"
ate: our long-time alliance: on
this issue with our big neiglhibor. .

While continuing our membier-

, ship in the Climate Vulnerable

Forum, I would urge Presidént .
Duterte and our decision mak-
ers to posmon the Philippines
to rejoin the Like Minded De-’
veloping Countries, an aggru-

. pation of developmg countries |

that we co-founded in 2011 dur- :

‘ing the Durban climate confer- '

ence and which we left m‘the
2014 Lima conference, There .
were good reasons for the pivot
we made that year; but with the
recent developments, domestic"
and global, rejoining the LMDC
is imperative for a stronger ne-
gotlatmg position in the cllmate ‘
process. }
Coming back from Mar- ;
rakech, the Philippines  must -
now ratify the Paris Agreement.
Hopefully, the President will |
endorse the Agreement soon to: -
the Senate for its concurrence, a- -
constitutional requirement. But .
unfortunately, the Department °
of Energy is not yet on board and. :

. ratification is on hold as a result. .

I. understand where Energy

VSecretary Alfonso Cusi is com-

ing'from, given DOE’s mandate :

'to ensure energy secunty for -

the country. But, as [ will pro- :
pose in a later column, the re- *
sistance might be coming from ¢
the: wrong premises. In fagt, if -
1mplemented properly, the Par- .-
is Agreement will lead usto a.
more energy secure future,
' Marrakech was good. ‘Let us -

‘move forward now to ratify and :

implement the Paris Agreement.
N ‘ B e

" Facebook: deanlony!‘qu. v

Twitter: tonylavs . o ¢

e h—— —_— _—
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‘Pitfalls in trade

- liberalization
STRATE

Cecilio T. Arillo

DATABASE

NEW study cenducted by a team of scientists of the Pots-
dam Institute for Climate kmpact Research {PIK} shared to

Database has discovered that global warming could create
substantial economic damage in agriculture worldwide, as climate
change threatens agricultural productivity, forcing up food prices.

“Whilefinancial gainsand losses
differ between consumers and pro-
ducers across the regions, the bot-
tom line is that consumers, in gen-
eral, willlikely have to pay more for

_ the same basket of food,” the PIK
study said. Researchers at PIK said
additional expenditure for consum-
ers outweighs producers’ gains, and
increasing net economic losses will
occur in the agriculture and food
sectortoward theend of thecentury.

* However, economic losses could be
limited to 0.3 percent of global GDP
—depending on agricultural trade
policies, they said.

“Agriculture is very sensitive to
climate change—even a small in-
crease of global mean temperatures
can have significant effects on re-
gionalcropyields, affectingboththe

+ profitability of agricultural produc-

. tion and the share of income spent
onfood,” PIKlead author-researcher
Miodrag Stevanovié said.

“Qur study quantifies economic
impacts and analyzes the role of in-
ternational trade a5 an adaptation
measure, We find that economic
losses in agriculture could add up
to the annual amount of roughly 0.8
percent of global-GDP at the end of
the éentury with a very restricted
trade regime,” Stevanovic pointed
out, He said although this percent-
age sounds small, it actually trans-
lates to losses of $2.5 trillion and is
comparably higher for regions with
limited agricultural resources with
respect to growing agricultural de-
mand, for example, the Middle Bast,
Africa and India.

“Incontrast, furthertradeliberal-
ization in agricultural commodities
could reduce financial damage glob-
ally by 65 percent, to 0.3 percent of
global GDP,” the expert said.

“Both global warming and free
trade favor northern regions like

Europe and the US, since producers’
oaincincrencsactradanattarnechife

“Agriculture is very sensitive to
dlimate change—even a small
increase of global mean tempera-
tures can have significant effects
on regional crop yields, affecting
both the profitability of agricul-
tural production and the share

of income spent on food,” PIK
lead author-researcher Miodrag
Stevanovic said.

same time, intensifyingproduction
or expanding c¢ultivated land into
previously untouched areas may
come at a risk: it could lead to ad-
ditional greenhouse-gas emissions
through tropical deforestation or
increased fertilizer use, This could
then further enhance climate-
change pressure on agriculture.”

The researchers combined 19
different climate projections with
simulations of crop growth toassess
economicimpacts of climate change
in the agricultural sector. While the
magnitude of damage varies with
different assumptions on crop-pro-
ductivityresponsetoclimatechange,
CO, plant fertilization affect socio-
economic projection. The PIK study
highlighted the mpartant role of
trade as's ki mieasurs to partly re:
duce climate-change impacts.

If food prices increase due to cli-
mate-change impacts, households
will'not only have to spend more on
their food consumption, but could
also face risks of insufficient access
to food and malnutrition,

“The best way to avoid these risks
is to limit climate change. However,
forimpactsthatcannotbeavoided,an
openanddiversifiedtradesystemcan
be an important adaptation option.
It can account for changes in global
patterns of agricultural productivity
and, thus, allow for reducing produc-
tion costs and enhancing food secu-
rity,” said Hermann Lotze-Campen,
chairman of PIK's research domain
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| Mlne mdustry

Ieaders push

bill creating new dep’t

Move to resolve conﬂlct t‘rom laws allowmg MGB, LGUs to 1ssue permlts

BAGUIO CITY—-Mme 1ndusl:ry
leaders discusséd a proposal for
a new mining ‘code that would
create a Department oﬂ Mmes

-and’ enforce a prov151on st1pu-~
. lating that all mineral lands, in- .'
cluding those covered by Aticés- "

- tral domains, .are mahenable
and owned by.the state

The proposal came on: the d
" heels of a perceived’ threat G

from the anti-mine stance of a
Cabinet official that was ex-

. pressed in.several papers pre-
sented at,this year's' national -
.mine safety and environigent+ Ore mlned from the tunnel

conference held here I:ist’
week.

Mining executives interact:
ed with mine ehgineer Graciano .
Calanog Jr., who proposed the

‘revival of an mdustry backed
mine code “to ensure that § gov-
erntnent pohcy on mining and
the environment is properly
balanced and not tilted in favor
of the environment.”

Many measures have' ‘been
sponsored in Congress ‘to re-
place Republic Act No. 7942 or:
the Phlhppme Mmlng Act
of 1905,

Calanog said the tndustry 1s
seeking a lawmaker to. sponsor -
the draft mlmng code, which
would make a mine. depart-
ment the sole authortty in’ reg-
ulating all mlmng activities in-
the country,

By creating a single mine
regulator, Calanog said it
would resolve the conflict cre-
ated by laws that allow the De-

.{ credentlals " he gaid.
days, anybody cdn be ‘appoint-

!
partment of Envuonment and

Né\tural Resourcés’ Mines and

- Geosciénces Bureau (MGB) and

local governments to issue
mining permits, -

.The proposal also seeks to-
: requlre the new agency to be

run’ by “officials with mining
“These

ed director [of the MGB] ” he

;added

;s The proposed code may be-
come’ controversial, however,
because, it would no longer
honor the ancestral domain ti-
tles issued to indigenous peo-

ples if their lands are classxfled
' as mineral lands.

The constltuttonallty of Re-
public Act No. 8371 (Indigenous
Peoples Rights Act of 1997) was

.-questioned in the Supreme

sof Benguet province are -
‘transparted through a conveyor to a productlon area where-
workers extract: gold and copper. —-EVESPIRITU Lo i
' [ or understood by the general .
LT . |.i" public.” “We go to town proy ‘
Court, owing to its ancestral:
land provisions that suppose < E
ly deprwe the state of its ownir .

ershtp over mmerals and oth
natural resources.

The; petition, however, waé;‘ ‘
|

dismissed in 2000.

The proposed code needs tg
assert “that mineral lands are’
inalienably and owned by théj..

P

hazardous area so we should -
- - limit mining if not totallyerad-
- icate mining. That is a wrong ;
“'notion,” said Yumul, now éxec-
: utwe vice president for geolo- .
gy, exploration and operations -
", and:executive director 6f Apex
- Mining Corp. ‘
"' “We are dealing with poor
mmmg communities, mining .
‘makes people poor and we .
" know that is wrong,” he added. -
" . In his keynote address at
.;the symposium, Eulalio Austin,
: 'presudent and chief executive -
‘officer of Philex Mining Corp.,
sald! the idea of responsible; .

. rmmng “might not be grasped

state and not by the indigenous .

peoples nor by local govern{

ments,” Calanog said.;

‘Former Science Undersect, s
retary Graciano Yurnul said the:'

mining industry should exerlj .

more effort “in giving facts and}- ‘

details about the industry td -
disabuse the public about the:
imagined perils of mining,”

“We heat the secretary ofi‘
environment saying climate is .

changmg and we are in a geo-

claiming ourselves as responsi-

ble miners, and yet its meaning N
is lost to the public we wish to

affirm or convert,” he said.
“The Philippines is known

tobea country with world class )

gold deposits. But it does not
mean. anything because unless

country, he said.

"The legacy of the mining
mdustry rest on the leaders of -
‘the industry now.' We have to

communicate, relate, convey...

Unless we communicate our |
message, this industry may not

.- survive,” Austin said. -vmc:u-r' .
[ CABREZA INQ

- these resources are mined, it
would not contribute to the  °
wealth of the country. We '

. should be able to communicate
that the mining industry canal- -

- s0 help generate wealth for this
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‘_ 1A = Filipinos
- tan again fish' at Pana-
' -tag (Scarborough), but
President Duterte will
soon keep'them out of
the shoal’$lagoon when

Pa

he declates it a marine .

protected area, - ;
-, Filipihog:will still be
- allowed tgfish outside

. the lagoon in the'shoal,
ke it e R

xody to.ban
rom Page1 .. - ;
ibis curity cluster meeting. -
. “We will meet. next week and 'submit
the papers,” Esperon said. “What is im-
portant now' is we are coming up with
an instrument in the form of a marine
protected area declaration.” :

Esperon said Duterte’s plan to declare
the 150-square-kilometer-lagoon as a
marine sanctuary was mentioned during
his meeting with Chinese President Xi
Jinping last Saturday on the'sidelines of
the Asia-Pacific Economic ‘Cooperation
(APEC) summiit. ‘

Asked how Xi, whose country is
also claiming ownership of the shoal,
responded, to the plan, Communications
Secretary Martin Andanar quoted the
Chinese leader: “We will mobilize govern-

" ment forces to promote our agreements,

step up guidance to create a favorable
envirgnment.”.
Esperon believes that China would also

‘ban fishing in the protected area.

“If they don't want fishing activities
there and if we also do not want that, it
will come out naturally,” he said.”
+.Esperon said Chinese fishermen in the

 shoalare notharvesting fish inside the lagoon.

““Both Filipino and Chinese fishermen
are prohibited (from fishing in the la-
goon),” he said. “They (China) have been

imposing that. We will also impose that.

© HThe imnliratian and tha affact AF ihin

natag lagoon |

" civiljani "

AR Vi

1y

S,
S
e

e
_~ v
s
5
r

whicli & UNtbacked ar-
bitral courthas declared |:
as, a’ common tishing | -
ground. ' . 0 TR
‘Nationial Security -
Adviser. Hermogenks
Esperon Jr..told report-
ers here'that. the 'draft.
exgcutive ‘order may be
submiitted during the |-
" Turmto Page 13 | -

1

because coast gum%i vessels are
’ : [ :

the'area”

‘ N P
.';‘Ihere is an expression |of apprecia-
: P !

tion from the President of his satisfaction
in knowing that our fishermen can fish
in Scarborough as is naturally done or
traditionally done,” he said. '

“While we may at this time set aside

the negotiations or the issue on territorial
ownership of Scarborough l%écause Scar-
borough is entitled to 12 nautical miles
as per tribunal ruling. We dc!;' not set that
aside but we consciously think of it.”
Esperonsaid the Philippines will for now
engage in more productive activities like

fishing, matitime cooperation and trade.

Other areas in the South China Sea may
alsobe declared a protected area, he added.

Meanwhile, Coast Guard eommandant
Rear Adm. William Melad said Duterte’s
plan to turn Panatag Shoal i{'td;o a marine
sanctuary will, preserve the corals and a
spawning area for fish. |’ = .

He intends to coordinate with other
concerned agencies like the [Department

‘of Environment and- Natural! Resofirces

(DENR) and the Bureau of Hisheries and

Aquatic Resources (BFAR) before imple-

menting anything, he added!‘ P
Melad said a section of the shoal could

be declared a marine sanctuary because it .

is a spawning-ground for fish and corals

are found inthe area. ~ |+ - -
“We will implement it,” he said. -
“But we will wait for more definitive

guidance from the concerned %;géncies‘. We

) PP S P N et S L] s e
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 DUTERTE 0

ByDJYap i ‘f‘
@deejayapINQ

of the disputed Panatag Shoal a

marine sanctuary; where neither.
Filipinos nor Chmese may be al-,

lowed to fish. .
Mr, Duterte told Chirniese

President Xi ]mpmg about ‘his’
plan during the1r bilateral meet-

ing on Saturday o the sidelinés
- of the Asia-Pacifi¢ Economic Co-
operation {Apec) forum here, ac-

cording to National Security Ad-
viser Hermogenes Esperon Jr., :

who was present at the meeting.
“The President has decided
1o declare that a sanctuary. That

is a unilateral action from the -

government,” he said, referrmg
to the tr1angular lagoon ‘as big
as Quezon Clty ‘and known" to
be a spawmng ground for fish: .

v R

DECLARE PA

Panatag Shoal, mternatmn

ally known as:- Scarborough
" Shoal, ‘is a trad1tlonal“ﬁshmg
LIMA, PERU—Pre51clent Duterte : '
plans to issue‘an executive order
unilaterally declaring the lagoon

‘ground for Filipirios.~
“China seized the shoal.after
a two month standoff w1th the

£ 947

Ph111pp1nes in 2012’ but recently

‘loosened its grip to. allow Fil-

is

ipings to. ﬁsh again i

t'he area

' followrng friendly ‘9 rtures
* fromMr. Duterte/* =~ 7

TE M Duterte’s' plan ‘pro-
ceeds, Filipino, ‘Chifiésé 'and
other fishermen ‘would ofily be
allowed to fish in- ‘the ‘deeper
waters j‘llSt outside Panatag

* Mr. Diterte’s plan is-delicate
because it may imply Plullppme
territoriall control “over. thé

“shoal, - whose ownershlp i the

UN-backed Permanent Court-of

"Arbitration in The’ Hague did
nof resolve when it ruled ih fa- -
‘vor ‘of ‘the Ph}hpplnes m the'

mantxme cllspute in July
Esperon sald Mr Duterte

RS )

rvtE

clearly talked about marmme;f -

arrangéments” wrth Xi, includ-

ing the prospect of cooperation' -

betwéen the coast guards of the'
two counmes b ‘
"The zmplrcanon and the ef;

fect. of this is’ that there will be-.
guarcl -to-coast_,
guard'relation$™in- areas like -
Scarborough and, of course, in’ -
other ‘greas of the Soitth Ching -
Sea, West Pluhppme Sea,” he,

more © coast '

=

told repottersinabriefing. . |,
Cooperation between the
two coast guards "simply means.

that theré is a‘degree of demili<-
tarization"in'the area,” he said; .
stressing that' coast ‘guards are |
generally civilian forces. s

“Wé'call that the white sh1ps
going there compared to gray

ships’ gomg to - Scarborough';l

Esperon salid’

b h

vessels,”
Esperon 'sald“ 1t was the.

1 1. R F Y,

. ) .
e

Gtay shlps are naval war%‘,

 should be no more fishing g
Panatag lagoon, where F111‘ mo :

.tHe area

Esperon said the “degrr
arraﬁgement” by the Phlhpf)’m
side was to have both R

* and Chinese fishermen f

'\ outside the triangle.

| Xi'sreply
Asked about how X1

i‘sponse he said. —wmmnlpo '
! FROMAP INQ '
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EN Cyntl-ua A. Villar
S pushedforthe development
of the Las Pmas Paranaque
Critical Habitatand Eco-Tourism
-Area (LPPCHEA) as an alterna-
t1ve destination for urban dwell—
ers and tourists. ‘
“LPPCHEA can be developed
as a destmanon that could -rival
shopping malls and other alr-con-
d1tloned struqtures around the
metropolls ThlS way, we can raise
awareness on the value of LBP-
CHEA to flora and fauna and the
surroundlng communltles,” Villar
said, in news statement released
on Monday
LPPCHEA a “175-hectare man—
grove, forést and marine habltat in
Manila Bay serveshsa sanctuiry tbr
84bird species, mcludmg migratory
birds from as far as Siberia, Itjs also’
a home for the globally threatened
Phrhppme duck and Chinese egret.
It also provides a spawning habitat
for fishes, Its 36 -hectare mangrove
forest has 11 mangrove species. ..

Thechairmanof the Senate Com- :
mittee on Enwronment and Natu- .

ral Resources was in China recently
upon the invitation of the Chinese..
Embassy. Villar had ‘the. opportu-
nity to visit similar areas in China,
which were developed and are now
preferred destinationsthat offerrec-
reation and educat1on activities, as
well as venue for annual festlvals
The 8-hectare Hong Kong Wet:
land Park in Central. Ho,ng‘,_l{pn,g_

-ernatlve urban destmat10n

was descnbed as “an oas1s of green
in an urban setting.” It has an, avi-
ary, a greenhouse, fountams, llly
ponds, playgrounds restaurant and

a marrlage registry. It also houses ,

the Flagstaff House Museum of Tea
Warearid the Hong KongV1§ua1Arts
Centre, Ithas an all—year—roundpro-
gram’ for students ‘

Openedm May1991 andbullt ata

' costof$398 million theparkhouses

80 species of birds, as well asabut-
terﬂy garden, fishpond hide, mud-

flathide,: mangrove boardwalk, nv-' .

ers1de hlde, succesion walk stream
walk, wetland reserve, viewing pa-
vilion d:scoverycenter auditorium
andasouvenrr shop. The walk takes
two to three hours to enjoy.r . -+

In’ promotmg LPPCHEA Vlllar;
sazd its status asa Wetland of Inter-

natmnal lmportance as des1gnated ,

by the Ramsar Convention and : a
protected area as declared by Presj-
dential Proclamation 1412 should
b highlighted. - - '

.On March 15, 2013, the Ramsar
Conventlon which was signed-by -,
90xmember countries recogmzed

LPPCHEA’s  global 1mportance to
b10d1versrty and the need to give

" it special protection t'rom-vanous‘ o

threat, particularly, reclamation.
.Aside from LPPCHEA, the other
Phl.l.lppme sitesinthe Ramsarhstare
the Puerto Princesa Subterranean
River Natlonal Parkin Palawan, the.

'Tubbataha Reefs National Ma.nne

Park in Sulu the Agusan Marsh

‘ Wlldhfe lanctuary, the Nau]an Lake

National Park in Oriental Mindoro;
andthe lango Island Wildlife Sanc-
tuarym ebu.

“The pubhc espec:lally theyouth,
has to'k ow that we have a place in
‘Metro Manila where they can com-

‘mune wi h nature and at the same"

time take part in act1v1t1es, such as

. cleanups tree-plantmg,b1rd-watch—

ing, while 3 apprecxatmg the wonders
of this sn‘.Je Vlllar said.

Thel '].50 hectare Xixi National
Wetland Jark in Hangzhou, China,
is also: an Urban wetland Family ac-
t1V1t1es shch as kayakmg, water cy-
cling, wat _rpedalboat dragon boat,
silkworm feedlng and fish catching
were offerled in thrs p'ark s :

- Annualstourism ' festivals were-

.. held in this wetland, such as Plum

Appreciatir ng Festwal Grand Occa-
sion of Dragon Boats, Red Persim-

. monFestival, ReedWatchlngFestwal
and Flower Festival.

“I urge ( our government agencies
to really work for the development
of LPPCI&A to, prov:de facilities

“for visitorl ands ‘make this area an

urban destination, Weneedthisplace

students o wetland b1od1ver51ty, as
wellasrais support fromtouristsfor
wetland conseryation,” Villar.said.
AttheSlenate,VlllarauthoredSen-
ate Bill 148 Whld’l seeks to promote
and 1nst1tuit1onahze the protection,
preservatlon and 1 management of

% to supplerlEent the learnings of our

'LPPCI-IEA 1as awetland.

= Lo e lioC
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PHto turn Sca rboroughi|

mto a h’o

: der makmg the lagoon” pomon
1 of- Scarborough Shoal a “‘marine
‘ sanctuary and no—ﬁshmg .zopne,”
{ 'which is now being guarded by
. 'Chinese’ Coast Guard: §
cials said Monday :
. Comthunications
Martm "Andanar - said Chinése
- Pres:dent Xi Jmpmg appéared
..:receptwe to Duterte’ sv.idea. -of
| | turning the shoal ‘initea sanctu-
| / ary, which would have the. effect
| of banmng all ﬁshmg inside the
| shoal buit ‘not ardund: ‘it -during
"thelr second blIateral meetmg
- durmg the ASIa-Paclﬁc Economlc
' Cooperatmn summntlema

T

e SRR PN - ¢
PH..
..l._.

" From A1

“If the effect of the B is to keep
. Ou; ﬁshermen from fishing -on the
* - shogl, it will be counterproductwe
Batongbacal said.
' “Even if it’s supposed to be an
exercise of sovereigrity, the practlcal
" effect is to stop the actual usg of our
presence in the area. That only ben-
efits China and ties our hands to stop
' ourown people from"gomg there”
- Trade Secretary Ramon Lopez
. said that while the President “will is-,
. sue an executive orde” to effect the
changes, the changes as of the time
* being were “unilateral.” |
, Xiwas quoted by state new’s agen-
¢y Xinhua promising Duterte that
© fishermen would continue to have
. aceess to ‘the disputed Searborough
Shoal in the West Philippine Sea.
 “The Chinese leader [vowed] that
the ﬁshermen will. continue o have
free access to their traditional fish-
. ing - grounds, apdtt’ from -offering
them training such as in fish culture
to sustain their liveliiood and fami-
lies,™ the statement said, ‘
Xi-likewise ‘stressed to Duterte

o-fishing zone’

| PRES[DENT Rodngo Duterte .
' w111\soon Jssue an executwe or--

-order:

Secretary '

ments, step: up. gtudance to create]: -

‘

, a favorablé "environment,” An-| ‘|-

" danar said quoting Xi. -

But & ‘maritime expert on Mon- g
day daid the planned- executive| |,
 declaring: . Scarborough Sk

Shoal' a'rharine. sanctuary would '
only benefit ‘China, the country

claimitig almast all of the disput-|:

led South China Sed.

Maritime . expert and Univer-| |-
sity -of the Philippines professor|!-

Jay Batongbical said Duterte’s|
plan would be “counterproduc-|

tive” ‘as. it will prevent Filipifio|*
fisheriien . fiom ﬁshmg in the| |:
. ShoaI 15

“We wﬂl moblllze government : .‘_
forces to promote our agree-*.|'

. Next page

ences and common development "

National ; Security Adviser Her |! .

and commlt to fnendly ¢ooperation, |
proper. management ‘of their differ- |- .-

mogenes Esperon said’ turning the |; -

shoal into a sanctuary was an effec- |

tive way of diffusing the territorial |/ °

dispute with China.

Xi said China and the Philippines o

were faced with a new. situation. |

Xi called on both sides to boost ex-||

changes at all levels, discuss major |
issues of common concern quickly |
and restore bilateral mechanisms in|
various fields in order to enhance/,
mutual trust and cooperation.

China in.early 2012 seized con-;
trol of the ‘Scarborough Shoal and:;

" deployed navy and’ coastguard ves-:-

sels to prevent Philippine, fi shermenl

. from working in the rich fishing

grounds nearby..

However, following Duterte’s statﬁ‘ P
Visit t¢ China last month, the Chmese‘f .

coastguard vessels left the vicinity,
allowing the ﬁshermen to return.- ]

The Permanent Court of Arbltré. ’ f

tion in The Hague on July 12 rul
that China, which claims v1rtu
ally the entire South China Sea, had:
“violated the Philippines’ soverengr}u

rights in its exclusive economic; -
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- Country-apacific

Bes

" Sourea: Eivissions Dafatiass for Ghobal Akmoaptisric Research (EDGAR), -
CO2 emission totes of Tossll fuel use and inchestrisd processen. N

Global Trumpisn'seen harmirlg.
efforts to reduce climate pollution

 Biggest Emitters of CO2 In 2014

e

M !

¥

10

Y OPULISM:-is drawing mo-

: 'Pfrient'um from environ- -

- A mentalism in the US and

. Europe, threatening the world’s

effort’to rein-in climaté.ch‘angg.. ;

Donald Trump’s electionin the

.Us, the'UK"Irfdé_penderice Party :

-.(Ukip)and MarineLe Pen’sascent

.in France all represent. a. break.:

with ‘p’bl’itilcalb'_.‘:l_e,aiders who made

. the'environment a priority. .
"o All three are skeptical cli- |
mate change is happening and :
ard resistant to internatiénal .

Projects, l'i:ké__thg United Na-

_'giq-ris-?g’lo-bal_‘ warming talks.

. Envoys from miore than 190, :
-countries gathered by the UN

- made progress this weekend in

- their work to contain: fossil- -
fuel emissions and keep a lid _

-on temperature increases.’

Two ‘weeks of discussions -
in 'Marrakech, Morocco, were.

overshadowed by the election of
. Teump, who has called climiate

' cha-z:i'ge‘.-ia‘;'h'qa_x. Many de’l‘ég_afes_ I

~left the city concerned about the
- forces working against them. |

“If élimai:e.change is labeled as .

an' Blitiet AMlahal muinfaae oL T

thé:ﬁfﬁ;{iﬁ’é&mém negotiatéd

thrdtighthe UN.That’sashar pon-

trast to out”gbihgﬂPfesideﬁt'B#i‘éfk%

Qbﬁ@?’ ‘who spent six years. con-

centrating on the issue, resylting -
Inahistoricagreement with Chiis :

in2015 toworkTogether on I¢ wer-

ing emissions, § ompting dozens

of déxfe’l_épi}}g économies to follow

: suit. Trump's stance s echoe:(‘_i; by
i right-wing ‘movemerits in Eurape:

Le Pen's'National Front do ibts ©

global Watﬁiing’ié linked to hulm_an
actikit)?a‘m}d has promoted a “New
Ecology movement” .emphasi ing
on natig Programs on the efvi-
nentoyer g1sbal rules like|thes
ones:-pgmgggifgagighé UN talks;. -
U'Igfil‘:i,l‘léngdé}f Njgel Farage.ca -Ted- 2
the. fifht: against harjge ]

NiH)

FL SR N “ :dﬂ
1ggest and stupidest y

cLive ‘miisunderstandings|fin, :
history* saying. the science ign't |

settled and fe'.rfhnolog'ies to defeat |
the problem, like renewable enerlF;y,
are damagihg to the economy. |- ’

Ukip’spush taleave the Europe: |

an Union was endorsed by Britiféh |

voters on June 23, leaving Farage -

more influential in shaping goﬁr— i

AFPTTManEsalio . ™ 3
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_G[.Dloa] \Tm '
pfforts to KN

- s¢t out'a work plan for reviewing
. ‘Progress on emissions. . R
... Alast-minute disputeinvolving '
India and Bolivia kept negotiators
- working into eatly on Saturday,
“hours past their deadline to finish

andunderscoringthe tensionsthat

TR

India and Bolivia held out for
more comprehensive discussiohs
| on a list of pre-2020 actions, ini-
% cluding for when the most-pollut-
" - ingnationswould curb emissions,

e T

Theywere concerned that negotia- -

tors were allowing other issues o

slipdown theagenda, such aslong-

term finance for climate projects.

In the end, the enrxzbys agreed.fo .
e

disc-tiss the issues rext year. i

China, which foryearsacted is a

spoiler attheTUN tall&s, has flipped

itsroleand now islecturing theUS

ajid Europe on the importance of

the issue: Vice: Fereign Minister

- Liu Zhenmin ripped into Trump’s
" claim that China invented theicli- -

" mate issue and reminded Western

. envoys of the need to act, . ..

A R nor ”J'
T “The_EuropeaniUmonha_sbeena, '

leadinigplayerisithe climate cHan ge
, -, Pegotiations in the past 20 yedrs,”

k Linsaid in"Mazrrakech. “We: hope- .

- the Buropean Union will gontin & .

46" DIRY IESOIENA Eheindationbt
the stppofteF ifidklimate-change |

§ . . A
remain-between rich nations and
poor ones on how quickly to act,

ion $etn horni ;2
nce olimde che

-tbm;"z’fén ion, the UN Frar_nevﬁfk -
- .Convention ‘on Climate Change.
(UNFCCC);"and the Paris Agpee-.

“. ment would be the résponsiblzlity

of the US, it would be the liability
of the US to.continue to sup ort
.this process.” N A
Brazil, which was caught upjiti

the 11th-hour spat with India %}n .
Bolivia, reminded efivoyshow deli~ ¥

catethe talksaré, noting carefulidi- 3
plo:ﬁacyisneedg‘a_d‘tokeepbuil -ﬁg :

on the goals set dut in Paris. |1 v
“The Paris Agr'é-emﬁnt asitis;is

not imfilémegtablg,? " said Anjcoﬁi_o- 2
' Marcondes_;@;@zil"sleazdnegqtia]-‘ﬁqr

at the talks, ¥ it

*We agreed on'Pa .%?-f"?"fi

e

B

bk i

g " 5

! ooty T ST ..-{"gr‘. i EH
. AS ifito emphasize international - .

) % : T
! attention seéping away from the

iSSlle.-;é QJ’E’IUI\J had trouble findinga -

host fopne¥tyear'stalks. The ann'fil— :
al UNgl; tejamboree drew motre

than 22:500 diplomats, media aﬁc_l
environmentalists to Marrakech.

In tecent years, it was held in
glittering resorts from Cancun,
Mexico, tg:Durban in South Afrili;a .
and Bali,Indonesia. Andas recently
as 2011 Asian nations, including -

~South Korea and Qatar, competéld
. for ri'g.h,_ts_gg:}q_ ‘qgi;:;"""ﬂléaniibergﬂgug};:"f :

ik
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| More land set asidé
|for Cordillera coffee

BAGUIO CITY——-An addi-
tional 3,000 hectares will be
added under an extension of
the Natiénal Greemng Pro-
| gram specifically for plant-
ing coffee, benefiting thou-
.sands of Cordillera: farmers
who could’ profif from the
| booming ma.rket of the com-
" miodity, .
[ This is apart from.the ex-
" isting 7,781 hectares already
allocated under the NGP and
“could boost production and
. revitalize 'the coffee indus-
. try in the fegion, said Imelda
“Cawisan, regional NGP fo-
“cal person.

The - program prewously
; 1mp1emented coffee planting
_but could not sustain it ow-
: Ing to the remote location of
- NGP areas and their distance
from the communities. -

" While technology is mak-
-ing its way into, Cordillera’s
 hinterlands through interven-
. tions of the Department of
| Trade and Industry, increas-.
| mg coffee production. must be
given more attention.

DTI Director Myrna Pab-
lo, the national cluster man-
ager for the coffee industry,
“admitted thé sector is still
struggling; saying that since
2013, no- significant im-
provement has happened to
| this business,

Industry stakeholders could
| address that and other issues
| at the 2nd Philippine Coffee
| Cotiference on November 23
/| and 25 in Baguio City.

The conference’ will look

P

back and revisit the w1d r
scope of coffee mdustxy de-
velopmént in the country, or-l
ganjzers said in a statement,
The conference will also up-‘
date participants on the Phll-]-“
ippine Coffec Roadmap s¢
they could look’ forward ang ‘
aim for a bigger niche in thé
world’s.coffee industry. N
- About 700 stakeholders 3
lncludmg the top coffee pros’
ducers atound the globe, ‘ire
expected to.attend the confery'
ence. :
Inthe 18003, the Phlllppmes L
was the fourth-largest exporter-
of coffee in the world, but the b
coffee rust plague and pests|/
slowed its production halted. |
Data as. of 2012 'indicates|,
the b:ggest coffee-producing||
areas in the region-are Ben-|:
gueét,- Mountain ' Provinee, |-
Kalinga and Ifiugao, with a .
total production. of 5,673. 211
metric tons. :
Robusta accounts for 88.4 |
percent of the Cordilleras’ :
coffee productlon while ||
Arabica variants account for |
9.8 percent. | )
While the demand of coffee
worldwide is increasing, Jocal
farmers are shifting to other
cash crops like corn to sustain
their daily needs, and. the wait
before harvest time for com is
shorter compared'to coffee. -
Coffee farmers in the re-
gxon said the, farm-buying
price .of coffee beans must
also be addressed to entice
more _farmers into planting
the crop ‘Dexter A. See
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Climate pact

Changmg perspectlves

RESIDENT Rodrigo Duo-"
terte’s declared intention.’
. to approve the Paris Agree-
1 ment oh Glimate Change:
and pave the way for its ratlﬁeatlon
by the Senate is certamly good news
for many reasons ' v

' For-one, it changes the perspec- ;

tive of some people on Duterte who |
once deséribed as “stupid: and. ab- :
surd” the pact to combat man-made

climate change. With. Duterte’s -

decisioti to heed the.call of his Cabi: -
net who voted in favor of honoring
the Philippine commitment to the
historic Paris pact, many now. view,
the President as a reasonable man- .
afterall, ;.

“Because it’s a Cabmet dec1s1on,
I'll go along with it and sign it,”. Du-
terte said in a speechin Malacanang
on Nov. 7 during the oath-takmg rites
for new officers of the Natlonal Press
Club of the Philippines: &

" “AsThave promised: you 1 wﬂl-not
solve this problein alone. T wﬂl giveit,
placeiton the table, give ‘the Cabmet
mémbers; the whole of the Cabinetto
vote,” Duteite said; even as. he still
expressed some concern; Qver the
agreement? *Hindi; talaga ako kam-
pante (J’m-rnot reallyaconﬁdent) n:

The wﬂhngness of thé Presuient '
to give way to the collective wisdom .
of the members: of his: Cabinet is -a’
clear mamfestatlon of 4 healthy and
vibrant: democracy working within
the highest echelons of power. It
somehow debunks the notion of some
*people that the tough-talking leader
hasa strong mchnatlon to be dxctato-
rial or authgritarian.’ :

Under the Paris Agreen‘ient, 197
countnes committed to s1gmﬁcant1y
'reduce their’ greenhouSe gas. emls— :

cinne tnlroan tha sen in mlahal deseds =

- the country s industrial growth say-
¢ ingitwas unfair that the Philippines’
¢ .economicprogress could be nnpeded

by lowering. its carbon emissions
even though it was not a major con-
tributor to global warmmg thatleads
to climate change Tk

it, I'was-only expressing my expres-

sion; I do not lose the freedom of |
expression Just because T am’ the .

Presrdent ” Duterte said. {“T'am not’

barred from giving my own opinion’

just-because I am the President.” .
Duterte’s change of heart also,

changes the perspective that some-.
nations: mlght have of us. with: the . .

unpressxon the Philippines was flip-
flopping ofia pact that could benefit
- us greatly. consndermg our; country’

It would indeed seem absurd
and ironic to be now construed-as.
backmg off from the historic climaté
: pact'when such was made, possible
partly. due to the Phlhppmes lead-
ership role as chair of the ‘Climate
- Vulherable Forum that focusectthe

attention of last year’s 21st'Confer- .

ence of Parties meeting in Paris

on the. plight of the poor and: most"‘
~vulnerable; . '}

‘While Duterte may have a va.lld
pomt that developing countries like.
ours should not be hampered on'its
growth sooner than the developed-
countries that had already enjoyed
the economic progress brought about
by carbon—spemng mdustnahzatmn,

. support for the climate pact does riot

necessarﬂy impose em1ss1on ‘reduc-
tions on the Philippines.

As former. President Ramos
explained, the Paris Agreement
merely ‘asks our country to “submit
. its nationally determined contribu-
tions, which are essentlally succes—

e e Lo e

- ‘technological
“When T said that I was not 1nto

“al’ scenarm, Wthh ‘the Philippines

submitted to the U.N. last year as
its Intendeq Nationally Determined
Contribution: AINDC). It is, however,
just an indicative number and is con-
ditioned on the provision of finaneial,
;and capaelty buﬂdmg
support.” | ;

‘The Philippines’ support for the
climate pact'also boosts our view that
the historic Eans Agreement, ambi-
tious asit, is: ased on the compelling

argument that “every country was at
risk and the world was running out of
" tirne,” mste d of the “old argument

dividing de Floped economies from
developing ones, T

‘The stand of the Philippines,
being Asia’ s‘ ‘only predominantiy

- Catholic natj gn also adheres to the
~ vulnerablhty td the dlsastrous effects .
of climate'change. - - e R

groundbrealqmg encyclical released
Jast year by the Vatican urging

of the. environment for

-everyone to.iconfront and avert _
. degradatlonT

~~which Pope Francis blamed mainly
_ on apathy, political shortsightedness,

and'reckless pursmt of profits.
Stressing that the Holy Bible’s

book of Gen esis should be inter-

preted to mean that man’s dominion

-over earth does not give him the right

to abuse and destroy Jresources, but
to “till” and “Keep,” Pope Francis
‘explained: “Tilling’‘refers to culti-
vating, plowing or workmg, while
‘keeping’ me%ms caring, protecting,
overseeing and preserving.”
Although-the Pope praised
achievements in technology particu-
larlyin the ﬁelds of medicine, science
and engineering, he'lamented that
“ourimmense technological develop--

" ment has not een accompanied by a

development|in human responsibil-

ity, values and'conscience.”
The.Holy |Father s stinging re-

buke concerning “human responsi-

) bility, values and conscience” should
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‘By Victor V. Saulon _sub-safmf[

JAPANESE FIRM Marubem
Corp has sought for more tlm

.power plant i m Calaca, Bat 1
bemg Jointly developed by S@
,ara’ Mining and JPower. ot
(SMPC) and ‘
Corp (MGen).

: “Marubeni

' chairman and premdent of DMC
Holdings, Ine,, the § parent ﬁrm
SMPC. oo

asked for a 90- day extensmn,
which began in October, before .
takmg a,20% stg!(e in St.‘ Raphael
Powax. gral K
Sl;._ﬂaphael is; ewholly iy

SMPCsubmdlaryoredtedonS :

‘Just 'wartmg‘form
. elearance from the: :mother com-
. pany,” said Isrdro A Consunji;. -

10 2013 to engage in the power
gener ion business. The unit is
the n tyforthe proposed Calaca
plém SMPC and MGen’ wrll-each
hold

D ndmg for the
ro;e"é%ll ‘be malte ofy70%
debt and . 30% equity, Mr. Consiin-
d.;At aicost of $2 million per
'megawatt-hour, the Marubeni
fstake would be around $80- $85

e lmllhon ‘the DMCI oﬂicrals sald
In a press bneﬁng on Mon-. .
day, Mr. Consunji said Marubem‘ ”

~The: progect is estlmated to cost
$1 4 bllhon : B
Marubem was ongmally ex-
pected to-sign the partnersth
Octol

nila Electrrc Co (Meralco) and .}
St. Raphael. -

The supply deal was, filed with|], L
the Energy Regulatory Commis-|{,
sion (ERC) in May and remains X
pending. An environmehtal com-
pliance certlflcate had been is-
sued by the, Departn%ent of Envi-|f
ronment and’ Natiral Resources
for the project, :- - -

Mr -Consunji also Sald SMPC
was in talks with US company
Black {&. Veatch as the possible i
' engmeermg, procurement and |;::
constructlon (EPC) contractor. 0
He added ‘that borrowmg the
funds :for the project would be

“easy” once'a PSA. approval has
been obtained.

In the same bnefmg, he said |
SMPC had revived its plan to put
up a retail. electncxty sJuppher
(RES).: ) i

The' company is awaltmg ERC

L

K i

l{

. approvalforits apn 'ctron,whlch
M.W..ﬁ& ﬁ),e ‘ even befor
L hé brgg' e} éntere
into the conte

E"2('."15 Was at 4914 MW, of which

‘We might need it,” sald Mr
- Consunji, adding that t 'e*RES ;
affiliate would be named| ’gm- :
Calaca RES Corp. E ol

SMPC generates revenues
;- through the sale of sub-bitumi- |
nous coal sourced from Semirara |
Island in Caluya, Antique. One - ‘
its seven wholly owned power .
subsrdlary, Sem-Calaca Power |
Corp.; (SCPC), supplies- power l
under various bilateral contracts:,
Its excess generated power is soId
10 the Wholesale Electricity Spot
. Market (WESM), the venue for
. frading electricity in the country; ;

- SCPC owns the Calaca power;;

‘plants in Batangas, on which ,

-Sem-Calaca Industrial Park De- |
velopment Inc. plans to develbp-
‘certain areas into an econormc

; +zone to cater to industries. tbatj

‘are’near the plants. The com-;
pany’s total contracted energyin;

; :l is for Mera]co..t.w )
piMonday, shares ui"Sl\/I_II?C
hpped 2 62% to P130 each.

i

-'t:_.‘é_;
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HENR) said it completed an au-
f "of two coal-firegd power
i

is about to put tb:’gether n;
i8nal puidelines for reviewing:

%ious projects that pose critical

Yeats to the environment,

;’,"So far two coal plants have been
idited ahead of the (national) au-
t guidelines... T will reveal (more)
hen all the plants Lave been
'dited,” Environmeént Officer-in-

arge Undersecretary for Legal, -

aria Paz G. Luna said at a briefing
Quezon City on Monday.
She was referring to 'the re-.
wof the plants’ environmental
upliance certiﬁcates_(‘ECCs), a
-requisite for their operations.
>did not identify the plants,
in a separate phone interview
h BusinessWorld also on Mon-
» Ms. Luna clarified that the
it of the two coal-fired plants
i conducted under the regular
icies of the Environmental
1agement Bureau (EMB) but
agency will add to the review
e new guidelines so require,

'he DENR Undérsecretary .

:d that the agency may start
rith 25 critical projects. |
tmay not even be 25 it might
tbe more,” Ms, Lunasaid, not-
hat the initial review'will pri-
ze critical projects “but will

‘Gment and Natural, Resources -

plants'.

* Refulations for the Phil

not be as if everyone else is free
_from the audit so you can expect
' thisaudit to lastaslongasit takes.”
“We will-look at the ‘subm'fé—
* sion for compliance with condi-
~ tions more closely now.. thap's
- one of the objectives of the audit
-in the sense that we will change
the $tandards and mggbe!the
| pioceSsesiand requiremgnts for
‘the EIA (epvivonmental impact
assessitient) system not in ofdér
to add more requirements but to
streamline so.they can know imz
mediately what they’re supposed
.toget” Ms. Lunasaid. - *
Environment Secretary Re-

- 8ina Paz L. Lopez has criticized

existing procedures on the re-’
lease of ECCs, particularly where -
the government provides certain

~conditions that are "difficult” to |

meget but the ‘project ﬁfqponé;‘n‘t ;
has fo ‘execute an undertaking -
.. promising to do so prior the issu~

ance of the certificate,

Ms. Lopez said that an ECC
should not be given to any busi- -
ness'entity in the first placeif its -

Operations are assessed t5 signifi-

' cantly pose a niégative impact’

. An ECC is issued by the Envi-

" ronment department throughthe
EMB as part of a firm’s:applica- -

tion process for 4 proj ect!” | -
. Under the DENR ‘Admin-"
istrative Ordér No: 2008-30 or
'd

ppine

Eﬁﬁro_nmenthlf{fdpact S t.‘i’féfiiept +
(E1S) System, the ECC coritains

'Speciﬁc‘measures and conditionis

the Implententing Rule

a

. that the project Proponent has
to undertake before and, during
the operation of a project. and in
some c:i's'e"s?;'{'di,l,rlili'g'}ﬂ:e,'p:roject’s
abandonment phase’ic mitigate
identified environmentalimp_acts,

Asked on when the guidelines
for the review will be complete,
Ms, Luna said:'We don’t expect it
to take verylong,” adding that the

draft guidqlines‘?ﬁ‘fi'llabg subject -

to public cpﬁsulfatiﬁﬁ‘within the

month to address the concerns of
stakeholders, o

She noted that the criteria for
LB AR G T L

the select:ifb% of, Ii;{psti. envi-
projécts will

ron'ment:g]:,_j‘rff Broji ]
bebased ondfhiplainitsreceived by
the agencyand.wi

. R
ity poses

riepatd

Ms. LOpez:fsal éluring tI;;:i"ej b;ie‘f—

for the staityof the ECC andit for

: “totally traéa:é‘fér y)
ment departriey

g
Q
§

+ tion,” Ms, Lunaadded. e

“ " Critical prr%]&%smif@éthe law
- include extragtive indusfries, ma-

“ jor infrastrgg;iéfpl;g'.p

1major agro-industri
~‘among othe : ;

b Ms. Luna said, that the agency |
/s targeting within the yearito |
come up with a decision or the
ifate of the 31 meta] mines whose
envirénmental managemest -
ipractices were reviewed.

" “The target is within the year
;if‘we get all the documents in,”‘:—}

%?ﬁsfﬂiege. If the company js

Tgletg; r“the gcﬁv- v

Husweeka
theischSaule for the rest,” Mgy
| R ; =
Luna‘said. L

ing, referfi-ﬁ?ftb:the timetable ..
"]

., f . N -
. rnf&g;g_ companies. ;

- Lunaféférring to the ECC. -
" Mines thathavebeen suspended-

sion, make up 55.5% of last year’s

$hesaid, adding, however thatthe ]
%@gﬁi}cy-is due to reveal within the ;
veek its.decision for Filminera::
Resotires Corp., one of the 20
niners the audit recommended

}‘i‘ + 1 want to credit the company,
. Lo "3

'%iey’re willing to fix what

Ramicin fixing things, I think thefé;
Wi l?ﬁ'éj dfuture,” said Ms. Lopez, o
“f’gj;}:liipera for now because
wother bureaus Have not ref

e A . I

he other mines. One for %
'efg-a‘nd then we will submijt”

The agency said that it is m,‘,
LGN T . B
E:ﬁ;ch_,sg of gathering and conft] -

RREOCE: =
lidating other documents froni¥,

F=ul

50

‘ -aqmes;s requires that we locuIJ:‘-.':TIi

into all the dociments and, hdf-‘i
just the compliance,” said Ms

or dentified for possible suspen-

ni el output of the Philippines.
Lihe! olintry has since been the -
top| éhpplier ofnickel ore to China,
thelﬁ'vorld’s biggest consumer of
the-:' 1etal, after Indc}};esia‘_];anned"f'-‘

ra | ore equrts in 2014. .
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no later

%

thin 2020, the egtitribution of

current pathw_ayg.tdﬁtl__lq}qqgl_i_z__gtion in GVCs;” the leaders aid.. « ., stability. ‘\‘ it :
‘of the FTAAP The’examijnation will . “We recognize the value of using . ;| Ackn wledging that the services; .
identify specific actions. that can be  newtechnologies to. achieve greater - - séctor is lg‘; mgjor, contributor to pro- :
‘taken- further prombté,geg{i_,’_'oggl‘. free effici resilience, and cooperation . ductivity and growth within APEC, the ‘_

and open trade and investment, that
‘would support advancement toward an

_ age'efforts to expl
eventual FTAAR & 5. 'ioo o i
' Toladvance Global: Value .Chains
'(GVCs) ‘developmeént; Supply Chain
Connectivity, and Supply Chain Resil-
{ency as building blocks toprofote and
‘integrafe micro, small, andimedium
enterprises toward inclisive growth, the .
?leaderé.reQOMﬁendith ompletion of
‘the APEC Trade in Value:Added (TiVA)
Databaseby2018. . . .. » B
. “We welcome the Report.on APEC
‘Developing Economies’ Better Partici-.
pation in GVCs and encourage further
efforts to enable bette atticipation,

by ministers,”

L
<

growth, the léad

exchange rate p

RN |
ity of developing economies

in supply chain connectivity andiencour-
initiatives foward this end as identified .

Theleaders also endorsed
Two.of the: Supply Chain'

‘Tobuttress efforts to achieve str
sustainabie, balanced, and-incli

ous commitments on monetary and

S i
1 P B

ol

———

!

e

implications

"t._he.‘Ph_'!‘ a ase : 3

Framework.. nomic gro

es Competitiveness/Roadmap, an annex'

. in the Leaders’ Declaration, and instruct

~ The leaders:reiterated that excess

: ]‘volatilityh'and disorderly ‘moirement's_
in exchange rates can have adverse
for'economic and financial

leaders said improved competitivenes§

ore current andfiiture in service as well as growth inservices
trade threugh an open and predictable '
; ¢nvironment for access to services-are

key facto%r;@éEC to boost its eco-: ;

. Theleaders endorse the APEC Servic-. | -

¢l

- .officials to ,z'ﬁ'pni't'or and evaluate progress :

. * in implementing the Roadmap,
strong, iz ess
ive . connected idintegrated Asia-Pacific by.
2025, the ] f“de:‘r‘_s‘ agreed to implement

ers reaffirmed previ: .-

t

olictes and to,use all.. - 2025 and encourage the use of policy
" " dialogues

- the APEC q;)n:;ectivity Blueprint 2015-

, Forascamlessand comprehensively

o e

0 exchange best practices 4

*gi-eaterﬁval}le added,{a'xll_(i upwardi 101k policy tools — monetary and fiscal,
5 [ ;‘.\‘r-\,. "‘:-‘,- R A .;- L _.",'V‘ T ;' '};@‘-”
. ancintormation on relevant:topics,. .- and integrated raanagement of atép
" 1 The:leaders also endorsed-the resources..:.; - : o Bl

.Second:-term Review of Economies’
. Progress towards the Bogor Goals-
_ and instruct officials to pursue work in
. those-areas where'progress has. been
‘ ungven;includingnbn—tarifﬁméasures,
.. the'slowdown in trade within APEC, and
- unemployment. - - .o, - -

- Since climate: change is one of the
major challenges in food production
and food security, the leaders agreed to

- enhance cooperation in implementing

‘policies to addressithe relationship be-

bween food secuirity and climateichange

. inways that respect varying conditions!

in each economy. They welcomed the,

APEC Program on.Food Security and:

Climate Charige. .~ = .

#“We. also-comniit to intensify.our.

-effortsto mitigate impacts of drought, ,

flood; and: climate-rélated disasters on'

food production and food security?” they :

said.inthe Declaration. They.vowed,:
‘coopetat: . ?é’iﬁ'é Sustainabletirse’

: LT bEa

The leadersreaffifmed aspiratibﬂaf ’
goals toreduce aggregate energy interl!.
sity by 45: percent by 2035 and dolibly
renewable energy in the regional enérg‘ﬁ '
‘MiXby 2080w ¢ i

They also'condemned terrorisif
in all its:fotms-and manifestationd!
“We recognize;the serious threat ﬁ;‘at
terrorisi. poses to. our fundamental -
values that underpin our free and oben
economies.-We encourage economie
fo continue to:take actions and sh;
hest practices in the four cross-cutting
areas of APEC’s Consolidated Countepy -

Terrorismyand Secure Trade Strategy;*
they said, 5.0 - 18y

The leaders-aiso adopted the Lifnd,
Statement on Fighting Corruption a'n‘(i
encouraggd{-all--member;’economig_s_
to implement; anti-corruption actions® *
with focus on bribery.of domestic arfd -
foreign publicofficials: (Bernie Canildd
Magkilaty -~ - <
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By Alena Mae S. Flores :

’

emirara Mmmg and Power Conp' dising

talks with the Energy Department and the

Tocal govemment unit'of Anthue on the
final land use plan for Panian mine. B ;

“We want to turn. oVer coal’ reserves, . "
something that Wwill contimi¢ to “The depletton was cert:ﬁed by
benefit the government and host
commumty Island susmmablhty
- i our main'concern,” Semirara
president and ch:ef operatmg‘
Victor Consunji. said- in":a
statement.

Semirara sdid. it ‘was- now;
-working to restore the ecologxcal ..

visit to:Semirara, fs]and on Sept.
20t0 21, .

in: the area » Cons ]
Priot’ to pre-m

balance “of “Panian pit, -whidh " PBian area was‘?é'ﬁm"enzed -

was recently. ‘closed ‘following by rolhng hills of ,0pen
the depletion of its mmeable gtnsslands and numerous gulhes

. . \
—_—— e —— R

the Energy Department -after its -

-becomes -2 stable |
: Semu‘éra will o'v'el-the area W1th

"'~mate"ﬁ’”l“"’o,ad’

w1th shrubs and trees
matenals from Molave and N.
Mmes its'two- operatlng pits to

the : area
Imt;al ’

i

western par _'01’;‘ Panian, To dai

over 250 ectares of the ar

have been pIanted thh nearly ? !

1t )
H - beach resort, grazing land, pear
. farm, or marine sanctuary thatuT
<wxll be turned over to the local'|
A government unit for ;
‘ development 1nto an ecotouﬁ ut

mllhon trees
Once the Paman mme
Iandfo

humie aci

compost and other
jlnul:nents to ﬂT
soil. ! A 4

Semirara

i,

- said¥ a masswe’

v reforestatlon

would no longer look-like al
restore the ecologlcal balance of .
Lk t ~elevation would be .

progre551 e
rehabilltatlon was also start d'{a
_in 2005 néar Casay Lake at t 18"
3 southern side,” said Consunjj.

. reservmr

program {,onuld !
mvolve endemlc and- sultable
lant species. R :
“The in-pit of Panlan m,1ne ‘

depleted mine since the ﬁnal
around i
10 ‘meters at the northern sule E
and- +30 meters at the. ‘central |,
barricade and +10 meters at the. [

. The over 10 -meter elevatlon-‘
s p]anned to be a fresh ‘water
while the bottom -

patt is being eyed as a ss:b_w :5-

poss:bleg

spot

{ <

— L.
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UN Shlp agency to press on
carbon cutting ef

LONDON (Reuters) - Global ef-
forts to'cut greenhouse gas emissions
- will contihue even after the election of
climate change skeptie Donald Trump
o the US presidency and momentum
is growing to cut ship- pollution, the
United Nations' shippirig agency cmef
told Reuters. -

Trump has called gIobal warmmg a’

hoax and has promised to' quit the 2015
Paris chmate agreemienty’ v o

Kitack Lim, Secretary-General of
the Internatlonal Maritime, Orgamza—
tion AMO), said in an mterv;ew. this
week: "I believe the main policy of the
Paris agreement will be maintained:...

I am rather optimistic." .

UN Secretary-Genenal Ban Ki-
moon said on Tuesday action on climate
change had become "unstoppable"

Ban, at a meeting of 200 nations in
Morocco toworkout ways to implement
the Paris agreement, expressed hopes
that US president-elect Trump-wouid

. drop plans to quit a global accord aimed
at weaning the world- oﬁfossﬂefuels "

The shipping. mdustry,hkeawahon

was excluded from any target euts -

-Celsius. - .

- said it hoped IMO parties could follow )

under the Pans deal, wh:ch set a goal
of restrieting the rise in global average -
temperature to less than 2 degrees

. But last month, the UN's avxatlon

‘agency ICAQ approved an-agcord.to.

curb aviation pollution which will set .
voluntary targets from 2021 to 2026 and
become mandatory from! 2027 for states. .
with larger aviation mdustnes

ICAQ's example towards transforma-
tlonal change

Shipping now makeslup around 2 2
percent of world emlssmns,:of carbon
dioxidé (€02) and that share i forecast
to rise dramatxcally if nothmg is done
to slow it - )

" "The Léndon-based IMO says shlp-
pmg is more-tomplex than aviation:
as there are multiple sectors within

the industry, including 011 tankers and
. we can make it in:two or three years, .o

contamer ships.
‘ "Itlsnotappropnatejusttocompare <

'sluppmg and aviation - they:have their '

] era;tlonal features|Lim sa 'ﬁﬁ& 1
, BUky Ee sald the IMO had made

iprogress :
‘which came into.force in 2013, where
-ships buﬂt after 2025 mustbe atleast 30 -
; \\percentmore energy efficient. Lim said -

4
|
|
|

w‘ith

forts after Trump win .

and adopted regulatlons

smore than 1,900 vessels had aiready °
been buqt to meet the standards. .
"~ InOcfi 'her, the IMO's Marine Envi:

ronment P roteetlon Committee agreed

ithat ship ymustrecord and report their -
_:‘fuel oil co j_ ‘sumptlon an accord that will
u;.come intyforce in early 2018 with data -

;collectlo set to-start in 2019, .
" Theoef mnnttee also set global rules

- fo limit sulph’ur emissions from shlps :

which- wﬂl .come:n from 2020. And it :
_estabhsh ed a "road map" towards the B
‘adoption of final CO2 reduction com- '

" mitments/iri 2023.

: Enwronmental campalgners see. |
this approach as too slow. But Lim said" -

“the IMO's factlon on sulphur emissions ‘

last month showed it can deliver. .
Mtis qot important whether we say |

Lim said, "What is more important is
that we cF -establish a concrete plan i
whn:h is not. too far from now and how: ;
to nnplementa’that." ‘ =
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Panatag Shoal lagoon
eyed as sanctuary area

ESIDENT Rodrigo’”
Roa Duterte is.set to de- .

o Marthndanarsaxd that’
o Premdentxlhopes to cre-;
. atey methmg favorable |
uE’f’of :

ifabi’ niya (President X1)

ipino fishermen can:

i - Panah'g\.Shoal withouttrade:
encmgharassmmt
- gmg:shooedaway L

he two Asian leaders

gmﬁ and China, Secrt

' “ledders between Philip-.
pagkataposmabanggltm = pi “lp

inésand China, With

fations are expeat-
ed fo increase especially.

- with the forthcoming visit

f the Pms1dent' to Ru531 .
inclide openirlg.

- & __&-opportumhes in areds

chias;agriculture, enei'-

. clare the'lagoon in Pana- . Presidente Duterte yuiig:~ renewed friendship, it re- .
| tag Shoal‘a marine sane- yangunﬂateraldecla- .2lly opened up a lot of
: ‘tuary area. : * ration na gawing marine 8PP rtumhes Now, weat

National Secunty Ad<  sanctuary,” Andanarsaid ing'of economic coof

; ~viser Hermogenes Esper- quohngtheCkuneselead— efationnadatihindi
" on,Jr, disclosed that the. “~adong pmag—uusapan
Pr&sldentmllmgnanex- The Panatag Shoal i is  Secretary Lopez und
! ecutive order declaringa  a traditionai fishing scored. ’

‘lagoon -in the Panatag  ground for Filipino fish- ‘Meanwhile, Prestdent
: Shoal, internationally. -érmén. It was virtually Duterteheld his firstbil t—
j known' as Scarboroug off-limits to local fisher- = eralmeeting with Russia

- Shoal,a*no-fishingzone” men who complained of ~ President Viadimir Pu in

; ,forboth‘F:hpmo and Chi- - harassment by the Chi- - - wherethelatter praised the
nesefithermen. . niese Coast Guard. formerforhls“gtm"ch i-
This “unilateral decla- = The situation soon acter. -
ration” hasbeenrelayedto: . changed after President Secreiary Lopez acld-
- Chinese Presiderit Xi Jin- - Dritertebrough ghtthesorry “ed, “Na-appreciate mya
: pmidqrmaglthe twolead-  plight of Filipino fisher- - (Putm) yung stance, yung
. ers’bilateralmeetingheld, . men before his Chinese. ging firm leader hi
: onth'e_s_idelinesoftheAsia{, _¢ounterpart durmg his gresndentDuﬁerte Parank,
. PauﬁcEcononucCooper— . successful state visit to “ina- way, parang - pinuti
. ~ation- (APEC) ‘Leaders” ChinainOctober. © .-niya ... na may respect

and’ infrastructure,

UETof. this. tary Ramon Lopez ex- engmeenng,hards
“Wewill mobilize gov- i _g’flamed ‘-‘ : are,modenuzmgmdus-j :
enmmtforcstopromote b ‘Iguess ona persona_l 3 'trial machih enes,raﬂwa}ts‘

Ll

dancetocreateafavor-

——

.agreements, step up-

egelaswellasatanofﬁ-

. ight transport sys;
g allevel, nagkala 1ttala—-- “fém, tourism and cuItural}‘ .
’ ableenwronment.Yunang ga ang atmg dala wang deve]opmmt* P

it
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Cuttlng food waste saves

rlnoney

~ for French supermarkets

ARIS, France Guttmg food waste is

an appealmg soeial. geal, but
experlments in- France found that
measures to cut the amount of food being
thrown out also saved supermarkets’ money.
Like a number of other countries, France
has recently adopted legislation that forces'
supermarkets to donate to-charities food

' that is unwanted or past its sell -by date but

still edible. - .

While retail shops' and markets account

for the smallest percéntage of losses in the
' food chain, the French Environment and
Energy. Management Agency ADEME
nevertheless found that; they were responsible
© for the equivalent of 2.8 billion meals going
to waste annually, and thai; there was much
that could be done to reduce'spoilage.

It recently téamed up with flve
supermarket chains — Auchan, Carrefour, B
" Leclerc, Intermarche and ‘Systeme U to
.expenment in 10 stores. : _
. The résult: “With often simple actions

that costlittle itis possible to cut food waste
- by 22 percent in three months across the
. stores,” said ADEME, '

If adopted across the: country;, “the
measures would save 800,000 tons of food
per year and more than 700 million-euros
. ($745 million) per year,” it-said. .

In the ’northwestern town of Boulogne-
sur-Mer, Aichan hired ‘two-people to sell

LY

delicate ffuit'such as peathes, which often

get brulsed by bemg handled too much by

customers and staff as we]l as overstacked

on displays.

“Over two months we made 15,000 euros :

in'savings,” said the store manager, Frederic

Vaccaro, at a recent news conference

presenting the results of the experiments.
By adjusting the grocery selection and

selling some produects, like ples, by the piece,
- his store made 220,000 in aninual savmgs

“The effort is worth the money,” said

<Vaccaro

‘Considerable Impact’ '
“The changes made in the 10 supermarkets
resulted in saving the eqmvalent of 160 tons

-of food per year, or some 320,000 meals.

-“For- each store, that' represented a
savings: of 70,000 per year on average, sald .
ADEME, addmg that food waste usua]]y costs ‘

supermarkets some 400, 000 euros per year j
* third mlhls store, generating 96, 000 euros i

on average. :
"ADEME calculated that would boost 2

supermarket’s grocery sales byan average

of 0.9 percent. In a business Tmnown for razor-
thinmargins, this would “have:a considerable

impact on the net margin of stores, that is. -

to say their profits,” said the agency.
'One of the major problems that ADEME

1dent1.ﬁed was supply management In celtam‘ ‘

ey ey

causin 20 percent of food waste by value
Another was products were bemg

es weren't being trained to fccus
g waste.

- employI
on avoi

ADEME has put up a list of recommended R
: measures for supermarkets to adopt, like
) reduclng the number of products.on shelves
and appointing a staff ‘member to be

" respon 1ble for reducing food waste.. . |
Alain: Vallee, head of the Systeme U

: Mayenne, expanded the stores practice of

damagéd by being handled too much, and

supermarket in the western town of .

’ dlscountmg products that are damaged or

- close to[their sell-by date.

Frui ‘and vegetables that are slightly :

bruised|-are sold at discounts of up to 80

percent and all discounted food is nowin a :

Vallee said he -cut food Waste by nearly.a

- in savin,
Whll ADEME is encouraging a bit of

.| central ocatmn The result: 90 to 95 pe;:centﬂ }

flexlblllty, food 1nspectors are not always

on board

‘ produc

“1 want to offer slxghtly damaged‘y
‘but when there are inspections -

- wegetr pped on the knuckles,” said Vallee.

and in f(l)od processors

ADE) E intends to launch studies next .
"t inito ho food waste can he reduced on farms -
AFP

‘
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