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“DENR launches new hotlir

~ The Department of Envu‘on—
ment .and Natural -Resources .
(DENR) has launched hew hot-"
lines that the public can ¢all for;
their environmental concerns.
The hotlines iricorporate the
agency’s acronym —DENR - for
. easyrecall. .

Those using. landhnes can'

. dial #DENR or #3367 from anyr
where within the Bliilippines.

Meanwhlle, irobile phone .
ge inquiries ..

* users can lod:

0917-885 -DENR. © o0t

“The public can also email the
agency at aks _/onkafzkasun@denr
gov.ph and web@denr.gov.ph. .

s
- emally i they need to raise
psa?i*hcular van'onmental issues.

_ :She added thatsheislooking
/ mto estabhsl'ung & civic sector

- The hotlines and’ email pro- r armin the{agency

"v1de direct access to the DENR
Action Center, wh1ch was cre-
' atedas part of a quick-résponse-
mechanism to environmental
: issues;and concerns ra15ed by

. stakeholders H

DENR Secretary. Gma Lopez

earliersaid she wants the public
to have easy accesstothe DENR, .

:“I see-the critical role of civil
gociety:in I*protectmg the envi-
ronment,”|ishie said,

Lopez a1d without the help
of and reports from civil society,

,the 1mmed1ate suspension of

Jirs

notonous|m1mng compames-

odma Villanueva

through 0917-868-DENR or’

would noiRh possible.
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" of

blotechnology Vo

ghts.rolel

i

“in food security |

- The government ‘recognizes the

| beneficial'impact of biotechnology to
| help-achiévefood security, equitable

access to edlth services, sustainable

-and*safe environment, and industry

developmentl '
-1t hds become 1ncreasmgly impor-

| tant to the research and development

- of agricaltral, medical, -environ-
mental and* industrial products. Its
-applicatiof-in agriculture sustains
inéreased farm yields and productiv-
| ity/and: improved value, quahty and
su1tab111 -of crops.»

"To hig} hght its 1mportant role in

'. the country’s ovérall development,

.the- Déparfment of Agriculture will
#]ead the 12th National Biotechnology
‘Week on Nov, 21-25 at the Bureau of
- Soils-and, Water Management in Que-
zon City.

' “The event, which bears. this year’s
theme- ”B1oteknoloh1ya Kaagapay
Para.Sa Pangkalahatang Kaunlaran,”
is-a mandated observance by virtue
of Pres1dent1a1 Proclamatlon N 0.1414
m 2007.. .

..According. to DA Bloteeh Program
Dlrector Dr.. Vivencio-Mamaril, the
NBW aifnis. to-creaté sustained public
awareness, understanding and appre-
ciation of biotechnology and highlight
its rolein helping achieve and sustain
producnwty and growth. . -

- He noted that breakthroughs such
as devélopment of vaccines, antibiot-
ics and otﬁer drugs have made health
,care access1ble, and has helped reduce
chemlcal mputs usage, ensure water

quallty ‘and’ conservatxo T of topsoﬂ
and produce renewal energy sources.

. He-said.that the weeklong,obser- ,

vance will help provide: ublicaware-
Tiess, educat;on and ung Jerstanding

of biotechnology 'which are esséntial
for its responsible appli catmn and
regulatlon ‘

Activities include 4 Techno-forum
on The Colors of Cell lases, Envi-
roTech Forum for Mine I-out: Areas,
Global Insight on Policies and Regu-
lations on New Breeding: Techmques,
forums on effectivity: ofithe dengue
vaccme, health and wellhéss dermon-
strations, film showmg tand lecture
series’on DNA in the K:ﬂchen :

Pioneers, policy makers, advo-
cates and practitioners of biotechnol-
ogy will be feted on the £ pprec1at1on
nght onNov.21. = |/

.The NBW is co- orgaruzed by the

Department of Educatjon, Depart-
ment 6f Environment and Natural
Resources, Departme t[of Health,
Department of the Interior and, Local
Government, Departme t of Science
and Technology, and Department of
Trade and Industry. ' |

- Ap arallel trade exh1b1t at the Que-
zon Clty Hall will showcase technolo-
gies and products, as ell as success
stories of outstanding in lividuals who
have contributed or, beneﬁted from
bmtechnology i

Slmultaneous act:v_i'hes are also
slated. in Nueva'Ecija, Tagaytay City,
Gen.'Santos. City and other parts of
Quezon City. A
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_ Whemt comes to purging ossil”: " ‘debaté, the Gerfnari. g
fuels from the global economy. . ment:led the way Wwith sector-
by mid-century — our:only’ 'by-sector scer :
Boype of staving off catastrophic - “remove up to. ent .
chmate change — it turnis-out- C02 +émissions 050; com-

that you car’t get there: froni - paredto

here without a good map ’ were
That's the thinking beh iness,

detailed, long-term plans:for ‘b [

swutdung from dirty to cleanens fNorth

ergy unveiled this week by the Armerica jointly-réleased their

United’ States, Canada, Mexico
" hnd Germiany at UN climate
talks mMarrakech :

" blueprints on Wednesday, with
the 100-page US “mid-tentury

i i'rat’é‘gy” for the' globe’s Iargest

economy taking ceniter stagel!
The WS, pledge to slash car

jay to carbon-free economies '

" have from the world are’ com:! -
AT- nutments for 2025 or 2030; but

‘Jﬂ :

bon-pollution by four- fifths “‘weknow that by 2050 we'ye. got

~ from:a 2005 benchmark dated
froiny the chaotic 2009 Copan—

hagen climate summit,

neverbeenispelled out.

“The intent here is

adm ,txon s top

negotiator Jonathan Pershifig:
told journalists ahead of t
Nov. 7-18-élimaite miget.

"At the moment what

in the/long term, not onlylm

to have deep decarbonization.”
. Those medium-term, ha- |

but had tional CO2 reduction.pledges -

to:

.~ —annexed to the landmark :
196-nation Paris Agreement,
which went into force l&e‘arhe

Obam-a this month — are ndéthear

chmate enough to cap global w:
at two degrees Celsmsﬂ_g §
1e . -above pre-industrial era‘{l__
" the planet-saving goal set
'Te _the: treaty ‘

w \
N

.-'r
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“nabbed’ as.
Caraga Cops -
se1ze 1llega_11y

cut fumber "
; B ke v cnlsu,y.!@mgl

R IR IR gy d "

iv CAMP*RAFAEL C. RODRIGUEZ
Butuan- Clty Elements.of the N orth-
eastern Mindanao Police: Regional:
Office-13 (PRO 13) seized. illegally-cut:
“iron” wood, and also.arrested five:
persons in separate anti-illegal logging,
! . operations in Agusan del Surand Agu-
san del Norte on Thursday:and Friday.

In.a report submitted:to the regional

. headquarters of PRQ 13 here yesterday;-
police,operatives of Agusan del Sur Po-
lice. Provincial Office and; Prosperidad;
Municipal Police Station (MPS) seized.
1,341 pieces, or an estimated volume; of
900 boardfeet of illegatly-cut “iron” wood.
trees; afterunidentified concernvillagers
tipped-off that “Magkunc'lumber areset
tobe transported to Butuan: City:i *

- Police immediately responded ard
launched:an operation that alsoresult-
edinthe arrest of Jay Alabaran, 44,and - .
his:still unidentified driver: They-were
on aMitsubishi Canter ttuck, which was
loaded with. the undocumeénted forest
produets, when they were apprehended.
at:;Barangay Poblacion; tProspemdad
town on Thursday. L

.. .Thésnext day, operatives, of Bue—
navista MPS arrested three motorcycle.
drivers, namely, Jimmy: Sernal, Danilo-
Cellero; and Marcial Toda, after they
allegedly.attempted to transport 114
pieces-of dipterocarp lumber.with:a
fotal volume of 621 bd. fizin. Barangay .
5, Buenavista, Agusan del Norte: .+, .0

“The arrested suspects are' now fac-
ing .charges of violating the-Forestry;
Code of-the Philippines, PR0O:13 Re:"
gional:Director Chief Supt Rolando B i
Fehxsald-l . TR N TR S
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BLACKTIP reefshark In the Maldives WIKIMEDIACOMAMONS
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Cebu (lty executive order
ON November 15 Cebu City Mayor
Tomas Osmeia signed an execu-
tive order for the- ‘protection-of
sharkandray species, makingtlie
entireisland-province of Cebuthe
first shark and’ ray sanctuary in
the Philippines.

Along with’ env1ronmentahsts,

scientistsand interest groups, local -
officialsin Cebuare now calling for

the protection of sharks and other

marine species'at a national level

through:the creation of intercon-

nected ocean san¢tuaries.
Greenpeace Southeast As1a

Océans campaigner Virice Cineh?
- es, cofounder of Save Sharks Net- .
work of the Philippines, lauded -

and welcomed Osmerfia’s-action.

The decision‘of Mayor Tomas
Osmefa is 1mportant as it turns
the'whole of Cebu into a shark and

) ray' sanctuary,” he said.
Shark summit
. GREENPEACE Southeast Asia

led vatious stakeholders in hold--
ing the second Shark Summit

in Di.r'maguete City earlythis

month. The summit saw partici--

pants signing an ‘agteement tg-

ward the protection of all shark

and ray species.
According to Cinches, what
was gained in Cebu and the im-

plementation of thé listing of

sharks and rays in Convention
on theInternational Tradein En-
dangered Species of Wild'Fauna
and Flora (CITES) will not work

" unlessprotectionis taken at the .

national level.
“The Philippiné government

needs to hasten the revisionand -

passage of Senate Bill 905, ‘which |

seeks to protect all shark and ray
species found within the country’s
exclusive economiezone,” he said.

‘Organized along with Save.
Philippine Seas and Marine Wild- .
life' Watch of the Philippines, the -

surimit builds on:the successful
listing: of thresher, mohula and
silky sharks for protection under

Appendix II of the Conference of °

Parties to the CITES. -
The listing doubled'to-20 per-

cent the proportion of sharks tar- -

.geted by the fin trade that are now
regulated internationally.

‘It also means the species are -
" now protected in the Philippines :
under Section 102 of the Imple-,”
" menting ‘Rules and ‘Regulations
- of the Philippine F1sher1es_Code ‘

Marketi mterventlon

BIMBO' FERNANDEZ; exetuitive
‘ass1stant of the Office of the May— '

or on Special Concerns said:Cebu’
Clty has always put the protection

_ of key marine habitats within its -
' ]unsd1ct10n as a priofity. .

“He' said market mterventmn
1s cruc1a1 to the overall efforts of’

. protectmg sharks, rays; and thema- -
tirie environment, as hé called.on
" thie national government to pass
- a measure to sustamably manage
' shark and ray species, ‘
Cebu City hosts the biggest fish
market ‘in the region, where catch
. from otherparts pf the country are .
being landed.

However, Cebuis the only prov-

" ince in the Philippines that bans o
- the catching, selling; possession i
and trading of all shark species °

and its derivatives. |
Greenpeace claim’s that Monad

lShoal near the island of Malapas-
" cua in Cebu's Daanbantayan mu-
n1c1pahty, is the only place.in the .

world where thresher sharks can
be viewed with certainty.
‘According to Greenpeace

: threshers have become the main
- feature of the scuba- dwe tounsm _

L1 FRUPRINE SO W |

We\come development
TEODY NAVEA of Sanlakas, which : -
rep}resents municipal fishermen - -
fromi various coastal communities -

in Cebu, sa1d declaring the entire N

pro?che a sharkand rays sanctuary :

is auwelcome development. ;
Hesaid thesharkand rayspopu- -

lati 'nhave dwindled over the years

becaiise of hunting for food.

' ?Ne from the municipalfishing

comlmumtxes welcome this deci-

- siom, as our livelihood and food is '

of the seas. We haven't seen them
for years and we admit to hunting
them down for food, as we are be-
ing tobbed of the most important
speciies everytime commercial fish-
ing operators cast their nets down °
in our waters,” he said. :
avea said protecting sharks -
and Jrays means protecting their

' flshmg grounds and securing the

futulre of their commumty
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By IONATHANL MAYUGA v@JonImayuga :

‘ N 2014: the Marine Wlld Fauna | |
Watch of the Philippines publlshed’

. the Philippine Aquatic Wildlife

Rescue and Response Manual Series.
‘The publication, one of which focuses
on shiarks and rays, aims to help |
address gaps and issues on threatened
‘marine w11d11fe to protect and. |

conserve marine b10d1ver51ty 1n the .

Coral Trlangle. )

. The manuals seek to provide'a -
standard to deal with responders . -

_of sharks and rays caught in nets
or stranded, the common cause of
their death, besides hunting for

food. While sharks and rays are

feared creatures, these seemingly
dangerous predators are, in fact,
endangered spec1es Among the
threats to these marine wildlife
arehuntmgforfoodandacc:dental
© catching or by-catch.

Rays are turned into a dlsh ;

from Bicol called kinunot (11terally,
shredded) in coconut milk. Dtied
meat of sharks and rays were also,
popular for local consumption in
the Visayas, until the fishing of gi-
ant manta ray and whale shark
were-banned in 1998,

Ecologlcal functlons -t
WHILE these marine w11d11fe are
feared because of their sheér ap- -
pearance, theu' size orknownfeed- . 1
ing habits, sharks and rays ‘have
important ecplo gical functions.

C
1

According 1 to the country’s top

biodiyersity official, they are,.in -
fact; ecosystem indicators:

“If you see sharks afid’ sting

rays; it only means that:the ma-
rine ecosystem is healthy, Direc-

tor Theresa Mundita S. Lim of the

il
rays; there is a need to strengthen

' the country’s protected aréas sys-
tem where they thrive along W1th

!
othér marine species.

iEnv1ronmental advocates, '

meanwhlle underscore: the ‘need

td’ ‘conserve the population ¢f ma-
3 1A inelndino charks and

]“he value of world tradein
shark commodities each year,
accordmg to UN Foodand
Agrlculture Orgamzatlon

' li:odwersny Management Bureau :

hMB) of the Department of En-
ironment and Natural Resources

(PENR) said. Lim said sharks, be-;

ing on top of the food chain, plays :

antimportantroleinmaintaininga

balanced marine ecosystem.' " -

' “W1thout these sharks, ,the

populatxon of certain species of-

‘ flSh would eventually grow and it -
. wﬂlresultm ecologlcahmbalance,

she said.

| While the protection of sharks
and rays fall under the mandate’
and jurisdiction of the Depart-'

. ment of Agriculture through the:

Bureau of .Fisheries and Aquatic"
Resources, the DENR's BMB:is
HE andated'to ensure the protection’ )
key biodiversity areas through
C, & e National Integrated Protected :
*A,lseas System (Nipas) Act.
'Lim said to protect sharks and’
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* DR. Alessandro Ponzo oftheLarge '

' Marine Vertebrates Research In-
_stitute Philippines sald protect-
ing sharks and raysisa. weIcome

development for scientists. "« l:

“For us'in the sc1ent1f1c ¢om-
munlty, the dec151on of Cebu
_C1ty government is h1stor1ca1

as shark and ray science points |

‘to an: unprecedented declme of
‘these spec:es, he said.. -

" Despite i progress made in’sci-
‘ence, there'is & dearth of knowl-
" edgeinsharkand ray speciesdiver-

sity, habitat, b:ology and threats, -

- Ponzo explained. = |
He said new spec1es are belng
dlscovereddur1ngexped1t10nsand
market surveys. ' ‘
“Rare species are even docu-
mented in Philippiné. waters,
suchas the megamouth shark, the
country having the third- -highest -
number of reports worldwxde, and
the critically endangered sawfish.

Weneed tohavescience to inform .

us, in the: best possible ways; on |
shark management,” he said.
‘According to Ponzo, moving .
forward as a countr together
is a must to reverse this trend
in sharks. and rays population
decline. “If there are problems

anng the way, we can always fix ;3"

it,” she said.

"At the summit in Duma-
guete City, Anna Oposa, execu- ’
tive director of Save Philippine
Seas; underscored the need to |

Ny

e e e e e ey

) _engage various stakeholders,.

" from policy-makers, sc1entlsf:s, '
" advocates and youth to eiigure

‘ sustainable ‘management and

conservation:of sharks anid rays.
The summitaimsto reviéwthe

© - accomplishmients and gaps baséd

on the commitments crafted
during the 2014 Shark Summit,
identify solutions and stakehold-

"ers to addressy gaps and other is- .

sues on shark ; management and
conservation,.and review and
enhance proposed pol1c1es on
shark protection.

“By brmglng an 1nterd1sc1p11n-

- ary, mittistakeholder group’ to-

gether, the Shark Summit is ex-
pected to playa significant role in

'strengthenmg the conservation of

shark species in the Philippinés,
and ensuring that the plans cre- -

" rated during the week are support-

ed by commitments, enforteable
legislation and management "

K .Oposa sald

 National plan

THE PH111pp1nes” already has in

~ placea I&atxonal Plan of Action for

Sharks, ,whlch provides the mini-
mum requn'ement in shark con-
servation. According to Moonyeen
Alava, executwe director of Coast-
al Conservatlon and Education
Foundation Iic., :the government
needs taifocus’ its attention to en-
suring that these species, as cru-

« cial indikator of 3 healthy marine

ecosystefm will' be sustainably

AA Yaptinchay, director of the
ildlife Watch of the Phil-

, tnanagegvand protected.

Marine

- ippines, sa.ld shark tourism is be-

comirig more and more popular in
the Ph1h pmies

. Sites,| like Donsol for whale
sharks ubbataha reefs for reef
sharks and Monad shoal for
,threshelr; ‘sharks, have become

" popular tourist spots, which only

proves that protécting these ma-
fine wilﬂlife species has direct
socioeconomicbenefits.

“Many' more sites have this
- potentidlif only we could find a
way to 1educe the threat of un-
managed fisheries to their popu-
lations. ',Fhls Inove is also criti-
cal to keep marine ecosystems
healthy,| ‘he sa1d

.
L |;.u.,..-.,.e; C



