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THE Department of Envm)n-
* ment and Natural Resources
(DENR) is holding up as an model
for the mine.site rehabilitation
process Filminera Resources
‘Corp., a metals miner th.reatened
with suspension after a. govern-
ment crackdown against sub-
stanidard enwronmental manage-
ment practices.
‘ “The company d1d a good ]ob
at rehab. And 1love the entrepre-

-nieurial spmt he ¢ the commu-
Lohityids m %ﬁ 1.love

' the willingness {0 fix things,” said
Environment Secretary Regina
Paz L. Lopez in amobile message
over the weekend. She was refer-

- ring to Fllmmera s gold project

| inMasbate. .

Asked if she sees Filminera as
'a possible role model for the de-
velopment of the nunmg industry
following her #isit to the mine
on Friday, Ms. Lopez responded

! posmvely, on condition that the

é*ﬁmaty
Hathemttitude et the cﬁ'{‘i’fxany —at %

DENR c1tes Masbate
‘mine as model for rehab,
commumty deyelopment |

mmer resolvesdcertam comrhu—’ !

nity probleris.” .
“There are community issues

. but it can be addressed. The com-
‘ mumcatlon lines between, the

company and-the commupity
need to improve and DENRcan
help here,” she added, notin, ’that
the department will help thj firm
maximize the use of its funds: for

its social development and man- :

agement program (SDMP) to the

extentthatthecompanycan ake e
- L‘anmasm pactinthe e

'If%ﬁemthemgwgw

well then everyone 1s happy...

Now that’s a inodel. Right now
there were rallies’ therq and
people are very unhappy. But it

" can be fixed,” Ms. Lopez adéed -

Janina C. Lim

! Eﬁm .Read the full story by § nnlng
the QR code with your |:
smartphone or by typing the link

k| <https.llgon 91I|.an
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- Hiniling ng'mga residente .

' sa bayan ng Aroroy sa Masbate
kay Department ‘of Environment
~ and Natural Resources (DENR)
Secretary Gina Lopez na ipasara
angisangkumpanyangnﬁnahansa

 kanilang lugar dahil nagpapalabas

_ umano ito ng hakalalasong kemikal
. na nakapeperhuwisyo 5a kanila.
~ Injrereklamongmga taga-Aroroy

ang Filmera Mining Cotporation.

nagbabayad ang kumpanya sa
- mine wastes, nag-o-operate nang
«. ang development plan, at

. Kemikalmulasa |-
minahan, inireklamo.

O

i

may mga paglabag din umano sa
environmental law. R

._i Iginiit naman ni Lopez sa
‘mga.residente na magsumite ng
pormal na reklamo sa Provincial
Environmentand Natural Resources
. Office (PENRO) sa Masbate:bago

: sumapit ang Nobyembre 18

. upang matalakay ito 53 Annual
Development Program ng Masbate

* - ¢ Gold Project ng kumpanya.
' Bukod dito, hindi rin umano -

~ Kasabay nito, nangako ang
- kalihim na sosolusyunan ang
! problema ng mga residente. -

: ' Rommel Pl Tabbad

LOWER-HALF
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" DENR exec warns of Ormoc-like|
- flash flood in Nueva Ecija towns

- CABANATUAN"City ~
' “We: may be counfing
.dead bodies.” .

¥ . "The' 'warning came’

. -from Department of Envi-

. roriment and Natural Re- -
. sources-Mines and Geo- -
+ Sciences Bureau (DENR-

MGB) Central Luzen re-
.- gional chief Enginee Noel

. day first Geo-Hazards
- Summit sponsored by the
MGB held at the Podium

- special events center here

_onSaturday. -~ -

Lacadin said an Orinoc
City-like séenario of mas-

. sive flash floods could hit

 the eastern part of Nueva
Edifa due to hedvy. rains
bmizﬂut by a typhoon.

. - LiKe in 1991 dealy del-

. dige in-Orimoc City that
killed &ver 5000 people,
Lacadin said residents- of

- eastern Nueva Ecija must

- be ready and stay alert as
strongrainscould send de-
bris from the mountains.

" Latadin said Palayan
Cityand Cabanatuan have
becomesusceptibleto flash
floodsbecause of the Ditu-
hinCreekinBgy.Calabasa,
Gabaldon where -debris
could cause the water sys-

o _OutsideofOr'mocCity, !
‘across Leyte and Negros

tems 10 overflow and cre-;
ate a run-off. o
.~ “There will be dead’
peoplejust like in Ormog,”-

- said Lacadin, citing theNo-
-vember 5, 1991 incident'

when typhoon Uring’
brought heavy rainfall,:
generating flash floods

.~ within a three-hour spari. !’
B.Lacadin,during the two-

Lacadin explained that :
rainfall was not absorbed i
in Ormoc City because it
-was deforested and poorly .

. cultivated, triggering a-

large runoff that over-,

whelmed the Anilao-Mal- i -80s,
basag: watershed and: -
i ‘downstream to the ;.

citywherethey converged.
+Injust three hours, Or- !
moc was devastated with |

thousands of homes dam- ; -

aged.or destroyed, at least :
4,922 people were killed in

the city alone, with 2,300 i

ishing along: the river- -

159 people were killed .

Occidental.
“Tust like Ormoc wasin

floods in Gabaldon hav

‘and mountains in Sierrh

.deep flooding after nont |

© erra Madre, these ar?":

i ing not only Gabaldon,:
' Laur and Bongabon bu
. ! also Cabanatuan.

1991, we could have a di- .
saster of similar propor- :
tions in Palayan and Ca- | Lacadin stressed.
‘banatuan,” Lacadin said.. !

"In_October 2015,
Gabaldon also suffered the

worst flooding from Ty-
_Pheon Lando. ;

- Two months later, the
were again hit by flood
broughtby Typhoon Non
with floodwaters carryin
mud arid rocks. _

- The frequent flas

U9 R in g7

T

been blamed on massive |
denudation of the forests |

Madre caused by larger
scale illegal logging in th

D10

In Cabanatuan Cityl 1
several areas experienced ,

LI

stop rains from Nona. Ex;
said Cabanatuan has o
come. flood-prone be:’;
causeitisalong the path okl
the upstream Pampang; ;f
River. - - ‘;‘ﬁ
When it rains in the'Si{ 7|

g

drained into a network of ;;

streams and rivers, flood ¥

- “We have to act fast);
riow. Theurgency isthere,” i

P v——_—

- Steve A, Gosu!oo

i

TOWER HALE

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE

(T



n

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERYVICE

0

T4 NOV 2016

TDATE  "UPPER HALF
PAGE T OWER HALF

Benguet towns alded by Philex mlnlng firm

By Dexter See’

TUBA, Benguet—-Phllex' Mmmg Corp,
in keepmg with its advocacy to help com-
munities in times of disaster, has <donated
100 galvanized iron sheets.to three ty-
phoon-hit “Kabayan,” Tublay, and Bokod.

Typhoon “Lawin,” the strongest - ty-
phoon in three years to lash northenr Phil-
ippines, cut a swathe of destruction and
damage to agricultural products.-

“It is our pleasure to meét the leaders of
other municipalities in-our host ] provmce
Roy Mangali, assistant resident manager
of Philex Mining’s- Padcal operatlons in
Benguet, said. o e

He was speaking during ¢ a sunple turn-

over’ ceremony at the Benguet Congres-
sional Dlstnct Office in La, Tnmdad last
week , . ;

“Phllex adheres to its core values on
social, and enwronmental responsibilities
not-only.fo its host and neighboring com-
munities but aiso to others in ueed Y Man-

gali said..

. The.GI sheets shall be dmded accordmg
to'thie: need of the three towns, which intend
to use these to repair the damaged roofs of
residential houses and public scheols, ac-

* cording to.a formal request made by Ben-

guet Rep. Ronald Cosalan to Philex Min-
mg, which has also helped. dlsaster hit areas
m Tescue operations nationwide. -

“’I‘here was 1no hes1tatzon from Philex

Mmmg hen the congressman requested :
for help,? 'Peter Guibac, BCDO chief of
staff, said at the event attended also by the
mayors of the three towns. !

“We hope ‘the next donations will be for
the advancement of our muruclpalltles ‘
not due t% disasters.”

With sustamed winds of 225 kms
per hou and gusts of 315 kph, “Lawin™
struck the country’s Hlocos Region, Ca-
gayan’ Valley, Central Luzen, and the
Cordiller: ‘a Administrative Region on
Oct. 19, [when it intensified into a super
typhoon two days after it entered the
Ph111pp1ne area of responsibility, dam-
aging P657 m1111on worth of mfrastruc- :
ture andmgncultura] land. S
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Apex Mlmng Co Inc“(AEX)

CEF
consohdated net income ‘for .

the first nine months of 2016.-
hit P291 mllhon up 281 percent
from P76 million 3 ayear ago

-Parent firm' net 1ncome
amounted ‘to" P323 mrlhon, or
up 14ipercent year- on-year

- Consolidated net income for
the tl'urd quarter hit P158 m11-
hon4 a tumaround from' net
loss of Ps: ‘million ayear ago. Par i
ent- company net income i ‘the
"satne quarter rose to P166. il
Jdion from Pag rmlhon a yearago.

Its Maco mlne continues to
Jmprove its  operatirig
throughput achrevmg an aver-
age milling - rate of more than
1,450 tons of ore per day ini the
thll'd quarter, short of its goal
of 1,500 tons per day but 12 per-
cent hlgher than the frrst half .

v,average of 1,2'95‘.tons a. day'. =
‘estab- .

¢ Gold productron
hshed a new: record of ‘41, 123
ounces up 33 Jpercent from
"'30,995 ounces ayearago Silver
‘output was 233,201 ounces, 41
percent higher than-a year ago.
Ore grades were lower, howev-
er, at 4.83 grams of goldper ton
and 3153 grams of: ilver per
ton this year, compare £0'5.69
-grams of gold-per tor: and 33.96
grams of silver per ton in 2015

I With gold’ prices averaging
"a little higher than $1,300 per

~ounce in the. third quarter, the
‘average nine-month gold price

for the Maco production
_amounted to $1.275 ‘per ounce,
sllghtly higher than the aver-
age gold price of $1,192 a year
ago. Silver prices averaged 10

percent hlgher this year at $18"

.

' per ounce from the average of

$16 per ounce last year. The
stronger prices hoosted the
company $ revenue by 49 per-
cent durmg the first three
quartets ‘to' P2.7 billion from
P1.8 bi lhon in 2015. The nine-
month revenue to date has al-
readylsurpassed the full year
reventie of P2.4 billion in 2015,

Ca :h operanng cost for the

" three uarters rose to Pus bil-

lion t s year from P12 billicn
in 2015 as aresult of the higher
m1lhng tonnage on per ton of
ore bas1s ‘However, cash oper-
atrng .ost has been lower at
$100 pér ton this year from $118
per ton last year. Cash operat-
ing cost per ounce net of silver
creditsis also lower at $698 per
ounce tIus year from $772 per
ounce ast year.

-
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~ forward to the country’s leadership
 in voicing the concernerf
“pations on the impact of ¢li

President Duterte last ;wégk‘
~announced he has decided j'.-'o‘l}
sign the 2015 Paris Ag;eeihéﬁt"{
on climate-change, which he;

previously said he wo_uld--j‘n‘ot'i _

honot” for fear it would limit |
the country’s industrialization.
“pfter somuch debate, Iwill sign |
the climate change agreenient;,” .
Duterte said in Malacafiari Palace. .
The Philippines’s ratification of |
the Paris Agreement would bind °
the country into cutting its green- *
house-gas emission by 70 percent, .,
as statedin its intended nationally- ¢
determined contribution' (INDC) -
submitted to the United Nation
Framework Conventionon Climate
Change (UNFCCC) secretariat in
October last year. S
The Philippines is a leader of
the Climate Vulnerable Forum
FATIDY  ae imtbarnatianal nartner-
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the last to recover from ‘disaster
causedbyextreme weather events
attributed to climate change. "~

Boost to vulnerable countries
“THE global community will: defi-

nitely welcome the ratificatio
the Paris climate agreement by the
Philippines.. Now it’s time to get
down to the business of getting a
fair deal and stronger climate ac-
tion fromnegotiationsin Morocco,’
said Renato Redentor Constantino,

P

by climate-change impacts, and

n of .

executive ditector of the Institute -

for Climate and Sustainable Cities
(ICSC), a policy group in the Phil-
ippines promoting low-carbon de-
velopmerit initiatives, sustainable

energy solutions and fair climate -

policy in vulnerable countries.
. ThePhilippines'sClimate Change
Commission (CCC), theagencyman-

welcomed

e

By JONATHAN L. MavuGa Q@}dﬁiﬁﬁijg‘ugﬁ .

—Y NVIRONMENTAL and climate.
== advocates consider President '
A4 Duterte’s change of hearton the .
 international Paris climate agreement|

‘a welcome development as they look

Yglnerable

qeir
Lo

-""ate chanl‘ .

1
i

S e

Pres

L]
[ *

Accordingto Constantino, devel-
oping countries face up to 10-per- -
cent loss in annual GDP as warm-

g ingter'ri‘pe:?r“atjures drasticallyreduce
‘ produc.tix:‘ityoflaborbymidcentury,
citinganinternational Labor Orga-
nization (ILO) report.
Climate action will spur econ-
omy-widé job creation as urban - !

|

The b

X rcentage of

greenhouse-gas emission the *
Philippine will cut based on
the 3015 Paris Agreement

_od
R

-
.k



.

sinessl\/ﬁrl'ol" -

S I RA'I E(xlC COMP bebeadi

mm gn ahsﬁbm
aame

services, food supply, roads andv
highways, sea ports and coastalin-
frastructure are upgraded tomake
them more resilient to expected
climate-change impacts, he said.

Investments in renewable energy
and related services in modern en-
ergymfrastructuremllalsomcrease
economic activities along'with tor-
responding job prospects. ! e

Opening doors for renewables

CHUCK BACLAGON of- 350"01’g

.. ‘Bast Asia said Dutert83 SidecEion™

* toagree to ratify the. Paris Agree- ‘
ment opened the potential not
just for renewables and the.big-
ger energy sector but also for the
overall economy. -

“With the Philippinés being
rated ag among the most climate-
vulnerable countries worldwide,
our status as a country that wdiild
ratify the agreement advances the
voice of those who should be heard i
theloudest. We are glad that Pres1—
dent Duterte has decided we cafi .
raise that voice louderin the global :
climatenegotiations, aridhas faken
up the plight of those to whom cli= -
mate justice is due,” he said. | :

Beyond the Paris Agreemeént,
however, is the test for all govern .
ments, including the Philippines,
to pursue an energy-policy direc-.
tion that seeks to keep.fossil fuels. .
in the ground, he said.

“This is the best mdu:ator ofa
country’s seriousness in’ deahng
with the'dimate crisis,” he said.

“Fossil-fuel dependence is not
synonymousandevendetrimental

. to development,” he sa1d v

f_p\

Towardresilientand -
sustainable communities ,
FORhis part, Rodne R. Galicha

Al aln Ml ctn Praalie Danlnas

the

! to'engage, we shall take chmate ac-

! tion even outside the negotiating

: /halls toward resilient andfsustam-“

)/able communities,” he. sald

“Wearehopeful thatall; agencies

- concerned submit their respective
certificates of concurrence as'soon’
as possible with senseiof urgency.
Ji ommgpther countries,we will, be.
able to'voice out our déimafids and®
Ros;tzons with full pr yilege as a
" party fo'the Paris Agreeinerit. We

arenotyetinformed of thetimeline -

of ratification but we are optimis-,
i~ticthat the Department of Forelgn

Affalrs, the Climate Clllange Com- -

“iRi§sion and the Senaté'if; are’ & closely™
collahoratmg with the Ofﬁce of; the
President,” he said. .

He sa1d concrete actioris must
beundertaken, especiallyinlaying
down transition strategies from
thecountry's dependenteton difty

coaltoavailable clean energyinthe .

country, suchas geothermal; wmd
solar and hydro. e

' *We must remember:that not
rat:fylng the Paris Agreement is
tantairount to swimmiing in the
floodwaters of [Supertyphoon]
Ondoy [international code name
Ketsana]} sleepwalking with Su-
pertyplicon Yolanda’ [interna-
tional code name Ha1yan] and
flying low with [Supertyphoon]
Lawin [mternatmnal code name

Ha:ma] he said.
5

J.Country’s future, next e e

generation at stake ,

GERRYARANCES,  convener:
ofl Cenlter for- Energy, EcoIogy
and Dévelopment (CEED) and
of the Green Thumb ‘Coalition
{GTC), said the Paris Agreement

.embodies the aspiration of the -

global chmate-]ustn:e movement
IP keeping the temperature rise
}‘W’" end. of century tq 1.5:C and

L2°c glot
K centur " ‘the agreement has put
" the world‘practlcally to 4 more =

llPPER HALF

lOWER HALF

stron erEleo morehunger, loss;

su’_ffermg and deaths. This is what .

is mai
gbtiat
2°[CY?

Aralnces said being one among
the top vulnerable countries of
world, the country’s future and the
next generatlon s future is at stake,’

“Thatiswhy the policyandstand
of the Aurrent government needs to
be fir and clear,” he said. ~ °

Y. at stake'in the whole ne-
pro cess. What mare W1th

#foﬁ-ﬂm s: =

Paris Agreement toopholes
BUT let: us be clear, as well, that,
mdeeilJ -as the Presgident has.
raised,the Paris Agreement has. -
manyl opholes. One, while it as-
pires fEr 2 1.5°C and well-below
al warming by end of the

all cou tries as embodied in the
agree ent These pledges are -

than }C through the pledges of

major [parts of the agreement -
through the INDC submissions.
“We “e‘.nhot starttofathomthree
times or four times what we have
already expenenced withthe chang- .

ing chrrlate, Arances said.

Undér the agreement’s imple-
ment1r1g tules, the developed
countnhs have gotten away with
the nonliability and compensa-

tory clatise for loss and damages :
brough#l about by climate change, -

They ha ‘ve moved also the time
of the plédge for the $100-billion
chmate!ﬁnance from developed
countrig§ from 2020 to 2025 as
stated 1h the agreement.

Onthe nght track
ARANCES said Duterte is on the

', right track when he lambasted the

develop d-countries with their low
ambition on the needed reduction
of emissions targets in their INDCs,
among many other responsibilities.

“Put together, the developed
countries’ pledge is far below what
should have been their fair share
and historical responsibility for

T T AR A W Il\r!'l"l A "l"]‘iflj‘g‘ LSRR R R A Pl DN
a_.;'d. The Phlhpplnes will con- -
.tmue to be the conscxence -ofthe .
'c S18B51 ¢
-globa ﬁommumty in addressmg
1mate crisis and to. demand?'
ate,;ust:ce Wh1le w, ontlnue :
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tcountry and of the world and that

" higher amb1t1on fromall countnes
-especially the developed countnes,

_is needed.

“After all, the émissions cauising
global warming right now is -due:

to:the, excessive burning of fossil, .

fuels partxcularly coal and oi], by
devele ed countries to fuel the1r
mdustna]lzatlon Let us-be clear
on this, as the President has been
ill-ddvised that coal and fossil fuel

ate-the only energy capable of fuel- -

ing the country’s industrialization’
and deyelopment needs,” he said. -

Shlftmg away ‘from coal

HE explamedthat most of the global
community is shifting away from.
coal dnd-fossil fuel-based eniargy«'

. sourges to renewable energy:

‘“T"'ﬁh i 05 36 ﬁlopmg l:ogntnes, :
Ied by. Ch,lna and India, were the, -

blggest mvestor on renewable—
energy‘outstnppmg evén'the de-
veloped counfries in their energy
transformatlon processes.” ' !

. In terms:ofinvestmerits, renew--
able energyfarout-weighedcoaland:
fossil fyelsfor global energy needs.,

Accordmg to government ;data, r

.the Phﬂzppmes has one of the vast.

poll:enual ofuntapped renewibleen--
ergyin thie country—250 gigawatt’

*(GW): “Wejaré only using 5:GWiout
ofthetotal 18-GWcapacity, hesaid.:

v Arances said it is not true that'
renewableL energy ‘cannot fuel the
country's needed development
growth. Those that have been in’

- darkness for ‘decades, having no-

access to electricity can best be:
provided access to power.through
renewable energy—mamlythrough !
solar, witidarid rhicrohydro.

He said industrialization could:
be fueled by renewable energy, cit-

ingthe expenences of China, Cali-*
fornia and other countries, which

are starting to fyel their develop-

. mentand industrialneeds through
- renewables.
most the coal industry’s interest,
thehlgohgarchs interest thathave

“It is first and-fore-

long gripped our electnmty sector

Al Tmer Tomen ™ Lm antd

-

on Dutertes recent statement o
finally fatifythe climateagreeme t
“We thank all the members
of his’ Cabinet and c1v1l—soc1e§y
groups who have persuaded hi
to reconsider his previous stand,

‘i

on theclimate issue,” HCWH Asja -

D1rector Ramon San. Pascual said
in a.statement, According to § n ;
Pascual, developing countries; li e
the Phlhppmes, must stop its es-
tablishing more coal-fired power
plants and shrug off the reality If'
climate change, - i
“Our people are the ones mo ‘t
affected and we simply cannot Jea e
it all up to richer countries to ¢ t'
their carbon em1ssxons,” he said.’
Investing ifi rénewables, w11
have greater benefits'to both t e

14 HOV 2016
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econory. and.healthh_ #Studies have

shown thﬁ}, ‘gpgguaryg 19, what coéﬂ"’

companies. say, renewable ener,
is cheaper, more sustainable a d
50c1ally pos1t1ve," he said. '\ ,

“Renewable energy will create -.

provide expanded and cleaner en= -

more sustainable, quality jobs.a d
ergy access.for the poor,” he adder%

Last week in. Taipei, the World'

Medical Assoc1at10n (WMA) calleld

on health | organizations worldwide
to dwestfrom fossilfuel- basedconl—
panies and. to'invest in compamee
that uphold. environmental prir-
ciples consistent with United: Na-
tions policy. . . ¢

WMAsaidthe mostvulnerable—:

chlldren, elderly, people with heaj .
€

or lung disease and the | poor—a
most at risk from climate change
and the least able to adapt to the
new conditions.,

Fossil-fuel air pollution reduces ‘
quality oflife for millions of peoplle ‘

~worldwide; causing a substantla‘lf'
burden of disease and health-carp

costs. ThePre51dent [Duterte] must

listen to the voice of the health sed-: -

tor, on both the dangers of climate- .

change and the health benefits of
reducing greenhouse-gas emisf

divested from tobacco compariie

because'it was in opposition to 1tF .

| NONU, RN S I PO FRUORUS | EN

‘'sions. Just as health professmnal ‘
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Welcome consultatlons

~ with

‘ N two important issues, President

_D’ute‘rte seems to have amended

anearlier decision afier meeting

' w1th his cabinet and they gave their
views and their recommendations.

One.was the issue of Philippine ratifica- .

tion of the Paris Climate Change Agreement.
Early in his term, President Duterte had said
he would not’ s1gn the Paris agreement as he
feared it would set back the countyy’s economic
development. Led by Secretary Gina Lopez of
the Departmient of Environment and Natural

‘the cabmet

" | t .
his term. But in last Thu 'sday’s cabinet meeting,
Secretary of Defense Delfin Lorenzana said the
cabinet members advise that the annual Balika-
tan exercxses between PI ili

defense forces be held as scheduled, but no lon-

ger the Cooperation Aﬂoat .Readiness and Train-

ing (CARAT) naval exercﬁes and the Amphibious -

Landmg Exercise (Phib) ex) The President also
yielded to the cabinet o this issue.

PreSIdent Duterte is a strong-willed leader
ready to. make decisions on delicate issues. On
h1s ‘oW, he has sometimes stepped back an

- mow e 111
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sa dalaw @ahahalagang
€él')ine_te- at pakinggan ang kani-

Lt -'ge Agreement.
Shgulong Ditte é;}‘a hindi niya
adlangan nifoang pag-unlad
& Department of
4 v,
pabinete ang 1syu
l:shlnsang dumalo
najly Determined.
' -%kumpe;fénsiya,
ajigayon parasa
’ 0. Halos

Gonio g
military exerglses sa pagitanng
i Famakailan, sigabing Pangulona

1§ PABDS MRae S on ng kanyangdermino. Ngunit
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thelrr*ooal-flred POW: S
by 2030 to have a chance of

't',‘ :

|Jl‘?tm LIS TN

| holdmg global warming to tolerable

levels, a report
' research group .

. China would have to phase out.
the miost polluting foséil- fuel by
2040 and the rest-of the world by
2050, according to Glimatg  Analyt- .
ics, a Berlin-based nonprofltwtﬁat is

_studying how nations¢an-meet the
emissions goals they agreed at UN-
talks in Paris last year

. The findings 111ustrate ‘the dlf“ﬂ .

ficulty in achieving the UN goal of
holding global warming to,well-be-
low 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees.

Fahrenheit). The world ah'eady has’

8,175 coal plants ariflis bulldmg an-’

other 733, prov1d1ng about 40 per-
cent of all electricity.. \_

* Envoys from mgx than 190 na-
nonsaremeetmgt't‘% : ‘
in Marrakech, Morocc Tordiscuss
how to take forwardrthe ambltlons
they set out in Paris.

“Both. shutting down. ex1st-
ing coal and aveiding new- coal
build is absolutely? -essentialfto
avoid devastatiftg’ a'*ﬁé}g%ﬁutmn
and climate ;mpact(s”'s‘aud Jen-
nifer Morgan, executive. direc:

~ fired power plants

ﬁrom an env1ronmental

ot

' Pollution from coal pla.nts could

create2 Stimesmore carbon—d1ox1de .

emissions; than allowedby s¢enarios
consistent with 2 degrees of warm-
ing, the report said. ‘

- If coal plants remain, open, the i

worldwouldhave torely, mstead on
geoengmeenng,whlch maylnclude
pouring nutrients into oceans to
save coral habitats or spraymg tiny,
part1c1es into the Earth’s atmos-
phere to reflect sun rays back into
space,thereport said. Suchpropos-

als have been shunned because of

therr unpred1ctable consequences
on global ecosystems.

TheMarrakechmeetithas been' .

A dueiend s Tanald Trnmn's

- ing until

-}dd J’b OkmL caal f}m’g
o owe Cimae

i

: _The president: t-elect has said climate

"¢hangeisa hoax perpetrated by the

. “ﬂ‘ «Chinese 4n vowed to'scrap US par-

ticipdtioh ir; the Paris- Agreement
and stimulate coal and production.

. Trumpmayhavedifficultyrevers-

ingcoal’sde rlitie as a power-genera-

tion fuel,.sm ce éheap naturalgashas

created sho t-term tailwindsfor the
coalindustry, themedium-andlong-
term outlooks point to continued
decline,” sa d Tom Sanzillo, finance
director at the Institute for Energy
Economics nd Financial Analysis,
an en_v_ironmental researcher based
in Cleveland, Ohio.

, Meanwhgle, USSecretary of State

. John Ke‘rr)q 'said on Sunday he will

continue his' ‘efforts to implement
theParis Agreement onglobalwarm-
eiday President Barack

b

- Obama leayes offlce on January 20.
. Speaki gan , New Zealand follow-

ing a trip £o Antarctica, Kerry said

. his admlgﬁlt‘xatlon would continue

to do everything possible to meet its
responsibility to futuregenerations.
. Kerry has long championed
climate adtion, but now his legacy
is under. tl}reat under the Trump
administration.
Under the deal, wh1ch came

- into fora[ }thls month, countries

_have agreh ed to limit global warm-
ing to 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 de-
- grees Fahrenheit) above prein-

. dustrlalllavels Achieving the goal

will readire a major shift away
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,g(erry sa1d it would be up tof]
%admlmstratmn to deﬁne it-
sel oﬁ clim‘éte change. He $a1d some-

v ti:iife‘; elis ad1hdebetWeenwhat ‘

is done'in’ governance .

‘But Kerry appeared - to take a.
swipeat Trisnp whenhelistedsome.
of thewaysinwhich global warming i
could already be seen. He said glo-
bally there were more fires, floods
anddamagmgstorms and sealevels,
were rising..

’ "Theewdencelsmountmgmways;
tHat people in public life should not
daretp avo1dacceptmgas amand*ate

: for action,’ Kerry sa1d i ‘
He also made a point of crecht—
1ngaprevmus Republ1canpres1dent :
George H.W. Bush, with firstjoining .
the global effort to address. chmate R
change in Rio de Janeiro in 1992:

- “Now the world’s scientific com-
mumty has concluded that climate.
change is:happening beyond any
doubt. And the evidence is s there for
everybody to see,” Kerry said.

Hesaldhethmkshls adm1mstra- .
tion.is on the right track, because )
the majority of Americans beheve .
climate change is happemng and o
want action. O .

- “So.we will wait to s see how the
nextadrmmstratlonaddressestlus,
he said.

Kerry plans to fly th13 week toa ;
glohal climate conference in Moroc-

' co, wherehewill give ama]orspeech s
Officials there have begun working N
on a “rulebook” to 1mp1ement the
Pans deal  Blosmberg Newsmdﬂ' T

— B P PP RTE P aste
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UN report Human footprmt
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o ARRAKECH‘,‘I"Moro'cco—
. Hot and wild and with an
" “increasingly visible hu-

. man footprint”—that’s how the UN

weather agency sums up the global
climate in the past five years.

In a report released at interna-

tional climate talks in Morocco, the

" World Meteorological Organization -

(WMO) said 2011 to 2015 was the
hottest five-year period on record.

That comes as no surprise
as WMO's annual, reports have

showed record-average tempera- .
tures in 2014 ‘and 2015. But the.

agency said the five-year report

" provides a bettér loverview of

warming trends and ‘extreme
events, suchasprolonged droughts
and recurrent heat waves.
“Weéjusthad thehottest five-year
period on record, with 2015 claim-
ing the title of hottest individual
year. Even that record islikely to be
- beaten in 2016, WMO Secretary-
General Petteri Taalas said.

" The WMO’s preliminary climate
assessient for 2016.s set to be re-
leased next week Wh11e 1t comph-
weather events andclimate change,

thereportfoundthatmanyextreme

51ble inc

: hmate

]

evean duringtheperiod were made .
more hkely asaresult of man-made
climiite change. In the case of some
extréme high temperatures, the
prob b111ty increased by a factor of ..
10 or'mére, the report said. L

“Bxamples include the record
‘high Eeasonal and annual tempera-’
tures’in the United States in 2012
and 14]11 Australia in 2013, hot surmi-
mers in eastern Asia and western
Europein 2013, heatwavesinspring
and dutumn 2014 in Australia, re-

cord laninual warmth in Burope in -

2014:| ‘and a heat wave in Argentina
in Décember 2013,” WMO said. -

SN

The report’ found no’ strong
climate- chan‘ge hnk fot extreme
rainfall events. * '/ - oo

‘Other highlights; *> " -

- mArcticsumnmé¥sed ice coverage
was 28 percent‘below the 1981-to-
2010 average,' reachmg arecordlow
in 2012. By donttast;'the Antarctic
seaicewasaboves average especmlly
the winter maximurh,

® Surface'melting of the Green-
land ice sheét-—a‘ contributor to
rising seas—continued!at above-
average levels, exceeding the 1981-
to-2010averageinallfiveyéarsfrom
2011 to 2015. ‘Mounta:n g’lac1ers

S

O T LI

" also continued their declineir,. -~ *-

m Snow cover in the northerr

.hem1sp1;ere was “well' below aver-
. age” in all five years, contmumg a-

strong downward trend.
Chmate scientists who were, not

involved with the repoft said itun-

derscored the need for governments

‘to boost efforts to-fight :climate -
* changebeyond theirpledges forlast

year’s landmark Paris Agreement,
“The evidence is overwhelm-
ing,” 5did Chris Field; director of

- the Stanford Woods Institute for
" the Environment.

“The new: re-.
port from WMO is a! ‘clarion call

for emhracmg and going beyond .
the go als of the Paris Agreement.”
The ‘Paris deal calls for keeping -
global] temperature rises below 2 ",
degreés  Celsuis (3.6 degrees Fahr-
enhe1ti)1compared with preindus--

“trial times. The average tempera-

ture 1n 2015, partly influenced -
bya p't])werful El Nino event, was
alreadyhalfway there.

“Halting global warming at a.
manageable level, as the world’s -
nationsdecided in the Paris Agree—-
ment'1ls now a race against time,”
Stefan|:Rahmstorf of the Potsdam
Instltul.te in Germany said. AP
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~ ARMM steps up enforcement
of solid waste law |
; m‘:‘.ﬁeﬂm ... " in the preliminary enforcement of the
Lty L IO ' solid waste law across the region.
e ‘COTABATO CITY - The Autono- " 'ARMM has operationaland admin-
- mous Region in Muslim Mindanao istrative jurisdiction over 117 towns in
| (ARMM) is stepping up the enforce- ‘Maguindanao; Lanao del Sur, Basilan,
| ment of Republic Akt 9003; also known . Sulu-and Tawi-Tawi includihg the cities
| as the Ecological Solid Waste Manage- 'of Marawi and Lamitan, |
~ment Act of 2000. - : OO ' Lawyer Kirby Abdullah, regional
- Forester Kahal Kedtag, regional secretary of the DILG-ARMM, said
* secretary,of the ARMM:S Department ~ his departriént will help carry out the
* of Environment ang Natural Resources, " mandate of RA 9003, reminding local

said on Sa}i_‘.urday hie-will enlist various. executives of their dutie Iii;o adopt and
_sectors and the Departmeént of the In- . " obsetryesolid waste manggement pro-

P 3 kY *. YT . wgvd
: terior-and Local ;Q{.o‘vemment OILG . graqié?:m-thelr commumhﬁ&
R AR RGEL e ¥ . o HEN
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ORZAGARAY, Bulacan — The
strengthening and rehabilitation
of the 49-year-old Angat’Dam
. reportedly sitting near the West
Valley,fault line has begun.

Engineers of the Angat Hydro Corpora-
tion announced during the opening of the
Dumagat Livelihood Center atthe Angat
Rain Forest Ecological Park the completion
of Phase I of the project and that Phase Il is
already in process. oo .

" The Dumagat Livelihood Center’s'open-
ing highlighted the 80th anniversary of the
National Power Corporation (Napocor) last
'Tuesday. Napocor is the government-run
corporation that has jurisdiction over.the
Angat watershed'area. x

- Napocor President and CEO Ma. Gladys
Cruz-Sta. Rita, whoisa native of Malolos City,
said the days of exploitation of the Dumagat,
the indigenous tribesmen living along the

Sierra Mountain range, are now over and .

that they are the only ones allowed to fish
and gathér forest products in the area.
‘Bot'Cuejilo and Rona'Tanchico of San
Miguel Foundation said they had put up a
resettlement area for the Dumagat tribe
and were 'also provided trainings for their
livelihood programs. Co
0 Meahwhile, AHC Dam Engineer Russel

Angat dam started'their operatiltiihs on Octo-
ber 1967 will extend its lifespan for another
50 years,” said Rigor. .

The engineers are optimistic that mod-
ern enginéering approaches colidmake the
old rock-filled structure survive the violent
movement of a powerful earthquake.

He said that the pre—corﬁ‘struction of
works has been ‘cpmpleted last July, 2016.
This included :conduct of survey and soil

~ investigation, repair of acr':esfs, rroads, con-

struction of temporary bridge, instailation of
engineering facilities and actual site verifica-
tion and detailed engineering design.

For Phase II, Rigor said the Environ-
ment Compliance Certificate rleeded tostart
Phase II (construction works) [was issued by
the Depart!nehtofEnvironment and Natural
Resources-Environment and Management
Burean on last October 3. F -

He said the tree-cutting permit was
issued last August 23, whilethe quarrying
permit is still under process.|

» The main works that will be uinder Phase
Tt will includes flattening of the downstream
slopes of the main darm, main dike and sec-
ondary dike to improve stability: of the said
structures; raising of the impervious core of

" {he main darn by about 1.2 meters to prevent

over topping of the main dam during seismic
events and installation of néw dam instru-
mients such a$ strong motion sensors and

4.t - afnmnmantnn for hottar monitoring.
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‘nn'n”up SAYS mnunu
" PEOPLE IN DANGER

By Delﬂn T. Mallarl Jr.
@dtmallarrj rINQ.

LUCENA CITY—The mtensrty
15, guake that shook. ‘Quezon
,province and other areas on
. Thursday trrggered renewed
warnipg - that the govern-
yment's dam projects in Sierra
.Madre would leadito a disaster
;that could kill up 1o 100,000
people o ¥

‘- The Thursday quake which
wasalso felt in parts of Metro
; Manila, “Serves as.a reminder

‘to us all that the, threat posed
by the dam prOJects is real,”

,said Zander Bautista, assistant,
-executlve director. of the Save
Slerra Madre, Network Alliance
(SSMNA), a group opposrng the
- dam projects. .,
... . The Phrhppmes srts on the
. Pacific Ring of Fire where con-
.tinental plates, collide, causing
“frequent sersrmc and volcamc
sactivity.

- 1 SSMNA is. a, multlsectoral'

network of 1nd1genous peo-
ples groups, nongovernment
.organizations, religious and
other individuals ‘working for
. ,the conservatron and: protec-
.tion- of the Srerra Madre
,mountain range

: Death to]l

.. Bautista'said he feared that
. once the dams'are in’ place and
.another strong quake occurs,
thousands of indigencus pec-
: ple.-and residents in northern

- Quezon would be killed.
“The government should

i—;stop the dam projects and in-'

stead find. safe .alternatives,”
_he said. He urged Congress to

SIERRA MADRE nAMl'

Lives of people
~ aremore
iﬁ'po,rtant than|
A ’busiiress

Pete Montallana e
Franclscan pruest andhead|
of Save Slerra Madre Net:wcorkI e

b Alllance
g

eral. Nafm ‘should take preg e- ':

dence over the projects.

"Lrves of people are mare .
1mportant tha.n business,” he_'.

Sa-ld v b
The pnest urged the gov-
ernment to dlvert the billio of
pesos in funds for the dam pro-
ject to conserve forests and "cl
alternative solutrons to Mefro
Manila's water supply woes. | .
The . Metropolitan Water-
works .and- Sewerage System
MWSS) has been pushing for
the, constructron of the P18.7-
bllhon New Centennial Werterl
Source (NCWS) dam pro;ec? in

' Slerra Madre’s Kaliwa River,

The proposgd dam might
submerge the mountain Vil
lage of Pagsangahan in Ge er--
al Nakar.‘ﬂood a watershed
area of 9,700 hectares and &15-
place 1,465 families, S5
studies showed. oo

The government is a a1n
pushing for the constructlon
of Laiban Dam, a component
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SUBIC " BAY |

(Lepldochelys olivacea) hatch—
lings into the SublclBay area, a
kiibwn nestling haven for ma-
rine turtles (“pawikan”). '

Ameth de Ia Llana, head of = *

the ecology department of the
Subic Bay Metropolitan Ati-
thonty {SBMA), ‘said several

adult ol1ve ridley sea turtles

laid eggs at”the All Hands
Beach resp_rt_lps;de this free

. B
FREEPORT—-
Beach goers on Saturday re-
leased 96 olwe ridley sea turtle

portm September ,

" “This was the first batch of
baby sea turtles .from. the
hatchery of All Hands Beach

. that-was released to their ndtu-

ral habitat during'the cold sea-
* son.” De la Llana said. °
All Hands Beach isamong the
seven major beach areas here
.thdt -have been identified -as
- nesting sites for marine turtles.
At least 50 resort guests, in-
_cluding children, gathered at
the! beach arourzld 9 am. to set

the ne ]iy; hatched turtles free
and watch the animals race to
the sea for the first time,
“Only '1 percent of these
hatchiings will survive after be-
ing released to the natural
habitat. ILets do our part to
protect them by not throwing

. garbage!.into the sea,” De la

Llana told the crowd.

She sald an adult sea turtle
laid 105 eggs in September but
only 96 were hatched on Friday.
A51de fr?m the ohve ridley sea

: -turtles gréen sea tartles (Chelo- . turtlesaand theu: hablta{: Castll-.

‘nia mydas) and hawksbill sea
"turtles (Eretmoc_helys imbrica-
ta) have been seen'in Zambales
waters, accordmg to Marife
' Castillo, officer' of community

y'envnronrﬁent and natural re-

sources office in Olongapo City.
The 'Department of Envi:-
ronment and K Natural
' sources (DENR) has been recog—
.nizing A]l Hands Beach for its
.conservation efforts to protect

- marine anirnals, including sea.

- [

Re—‘

lo said. S i
- The SBMA has been carry-
mg ‘out a "Guard My Nest sea

turtle conservation program to

Lmake ‘Subic establxshments
more pawikan- fnendly
“Thé SBMA Ecology Center
has also’identified the beaches
of Waterfront area, Dﬁngaree
Edgewater Grande Island Ca-
' mayan and' Mmanga as the oth-
er nesting areas for sea turtles

- —ALLAN MACATUNO INQ ]
& e
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Countrles around dIS

puted s

Countnes around the South :

China Sea have embarked on
a collaborative 1n1t1at1ve to.
.safeguard almostitwo million
‘hectares of the région’s most
icrmcal marme and coastalr

“Program (UNEP).

By PIA LEE-BH'AGQ

egosystems for fish produc- -
tion, nutritional security and -
‘livelihoods, according to the
" United Nations Envifonment.

The new 1n1tlatwe ealled'
Sn

R I
Jl‘

the “Establ shment and Op-
eration of- a Reglonal System

‘of Flshenes Refugia in the
- South China Sea and Gulf
_of Thailand Sea” -

aims to

work w1th commun1t1es and

governments fo 1ntegrate

habitat.and biodiversity con-

servation! con51derat10ns into

fishery management and -

practtces\ ‘ :

The initiative

' 1s fmanced by the

"implemented by
'UNEP
. Isabelle Vander-
beck, UNEP task
manager,. said the
- initiative .would"
benefit millions of -
-people at the high-
est risk globally
from the impacts
* of increasing rates
~of coastal and ma-

- tal degradation in
an areéa essential to
the economic and
jpolitical stability

.of the burgeoning

, -Southleast Asian’

- region. -

. ”Safeguardmg
‘habltats critical to

: "the 11fe cycles of.

Global Environ®
‘ment Facility and. -

rine environmen-

TUTTW T

1mportant flShEl‘lES resoutces

will not only impiove and |
secure biodiversity but’ also -

build resiliency for those -

swho rely on the dceari‘for.

their food and hvehhood,”
o Vanderbeck said.: W

v “By improving; the way
fisheries and environment
ministries work togetherand
by linking fishing effort with
coastal management prac-
tices, this initiative will pro-
vide multiple benefits for the
environment and’p’eople ”
she added. :

The South Chma Seais
the global center of shallow
water tropical marine biodi-
versity. However, the 16ss of
“coastal habitats in this marine
basin are high and increasing.
Each decade, 30: percent of
seagrass, 16 percent of man-
- groveland 16 percent of live

coral cover is lost due fo un-
sustainable use by the more
than 270 million- people who
live along its coast.

. “The Southeast Asian Fish-
eries Development Center
(SEAFDEC) is executing the
initiative regionally in part-
nersh1p with the fisheries

' rmmstries of Cambod1a, Indo-
nesia, Maiaysm, Philippines,
“Thailand and Vietnam.

Dr. Kort ;Silapajarn, sec-
retary -general of SEAFDEC,

#said the nltlatlve comple-
‘AFDEC’S broader -

.mented S
initiatives to improve the
managem lnt ‘of fishing capac-
ity and energy efficiency in
fishing oéerahons establish
vessel lic hsmg and registra-
tion systems, promote hu-

- man-rights based approaches
to fisheries management,
_ particula ly in fisheries labor
" markets,land demonstrate
sustainab llty in seafood sup-
ply chamt.

“Counfties are committed
to making the most of this
opportunity to test, innovate
and estalbhsh world lead-

_ing_practices for integrating
fisheries dnd environmental
management in order to ben-
efit millions of small-scale

fisherfol and vulnerable fish- -

‘ing comzr umtles Silapajarn
ba:d o
“Redu }1ng environmental

stress thiough a network of

" managedicoastal and marine

|x . Turn to Page 11

-y L . : .
araia wrill hat anly hnild the  and envirnnment L‘ninis’cries in

eas to
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near Panatag

By BEBOT SISONJR. -~ -
' MASINLOC, Zambales — Fishermen

. from this town found an oceanogtaphic

instrument ~ a device for measuring sea-
water properties —with the mark “National

‘OceanographicOffice, USA,” while fishing

near the disputed Scarborough or Panatag
Shoal in the West Philippine Sea on Friday.
. Inareport to the Zambales Police Provin-

- cial Office, Chief Inspector Jude Bryan Ma-
- guddayao of Masinloc town police said three

fishermen — Galley Godomnes, 30; Reynaldo

- Mendoza, 30 and Joseph Asuque, 28— found

the yellow-colored device while fishing in the

openseaand dragged it to the coastal village

of Barangay Inhobol, where they live. -
Now in the custody of the provincial po-
lice in Camp Conrado Yap inIba, Zambales,

. the oceaniographicinstrument is the second

such device found near the disputed Scar-

borough Shoal in the West Philippine Sea.

The instrument can measure various
physical characteristics of the sea and
provide data on tides, currents, and water
quality characteristics, such as; chemical

. composition and salinity.

_Fishermen from Subic town also found

" what was described initally as a US drone

also near Scarborough in February this

© year, with a different haul described later

as a marine instrument weighing about

- 40kilos and was marked “Naval Oceano-

- graphic Office USA.”

 Fishermen spotted the object in the open

" seanear Scarborough and initially thought

itto be justa toy floating on the water.
'The marine instrument was turned
over to the local police and eventually
claimed by the US embassy.
That marine equipment found in Subic

. and the one recovered on Frida by Ma-
. sinlec fishermen both bore a telephone

number 'and e-mail address of the US
Naval Oceanographic Office.

The marine instrument also bore the
name of the manufacturer, Teledyne Webb
Research. The company’s website, www,

" webbsearch.com, described the marine in-

strument as-a Slocum Glider, a uniquely

mobile network component capable of

moving to specific locations and depths -
and occupying controlled spatial and |
temporal grids. Itis driven in a saw-tooth
vertical profile by variable buoyancy and .|
moves both horizontally and vertically. *
" The website further described itas hav-
~ing long-range and duration capabilities,

14 NOV 2015
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MASINLOC,  ZAMBALES—
The head. of a" fisherman’s
-group here likened to a lol-

lipop” being offered to appease Do

a crying child a Chinese gov-
emmer_xt offer to bring fish-
..growing technology to local . .

fishermen  displaced by a terri- .
torial row over Scarborough-
Shoal'

" The offer was made by Liu
'-Smchong, a551stant director; of :
- China’s, .department of fish- :
enes, who V151ted flshermen :
here and gave dSsurance that °

they would not be harassed in

-Scarborough, an area within®!
the Philippines’ exclusive, eco-
nomxc zone but which China is k
cla1mmg to be part of its tem—

. tory Ty i . '\\-_j
‘ The head of a flShEl.‘IIl&llS;
group here made the compari-
spn:when asked to comment on. -
Smchong s visit. St

Sinchong - told flshermen :

'Phlhppme and Chinese leaders.
are working together to bury
the hatchet” over Scarborough
arich fishirig. ground Pl

,“Our countries had misun-.
derstandingin the past but we"
have now become like broth-,
ers,” Liu, speaking through an,
lnterpreter told the flshermen

“'to China, notmg that' ‘
. pine leader was "Very sincere’
' when he met: with ~Chinese

Pres1dent Xi ]mping and other.

ofﬁcxals s

“The sntuatlon [between the
two countries] will now change
China's government will' help
Filipino flshermen have a, good
life,” Liu said. ;

Liu said : the Chmese gov-
ernment is offenng the fisher-
men training on‘aq aculture in
‘China to provid ‘livelihood
source aside fromj ]ust fishing.

But Leo Cuaresma, chair of
the Federated Flshermen Asso-

Py
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Ftshermen from

the Chinese had already taken over. They wouldn
them how to grow fish. —ALLANMACATUNO L

g

ciation of Masmloc sa1d the -
fishermen are hesitant: to ac-
cept Liu's offer. -
“China is treating us hke a
child, offering us.a lolhpop.

Cuaresma said. C

“The Ph}hppmes should as -
sert its right over the: shoaland
China should not set the COD.dl-
tions for us,” he added .

Scarborough, also known ‘as

" Panatag Shoal or Bajode :
Masinloc, is some 230 km from
the 7Zambales coastline, ‘and .

Zambales have known no other source of |IVe||h00d than t
't accept any alternatlve,

- B '

. - v

from the Phlllppmes after a
" two-month standoff in 2012.
According to, Liu, Xi direct-

“ed. him to talk w1th Filipino
fishermen and offer ‘the Chi--.

nese government’s help for
-those dlsplaced by the territori-
alr oo
"1 m happy to. see you and!
" know you are surprised by my
visit. But I'm here to let you
know that .our leaders are
working together to improve
your lives,” Liu told ‘the fisher-

. ' T

‘ S T

' solirces of-liveiihood for|[Fil-

ipino fishermen.

“Our President knows |that

Zambales is a fishing proyince

so. we would like to know|how
our governmerit can help boost
your income,” he said. i

Liu invited fishermen to.un-

dergo training .on ‘aquacuiture .

in China. “China is the number

one aquaculture country i ‘the
world and 80 percent of our

‘fish are cultured so we wnll help
you develop aquaculture facﬂl- )

herich fishing gro nds of Scarborough Shoal, which
mcIudmg an offer by the Chinese government to teach

ficials who- are also scheduléd’
to meet Mr. Duterte in Davao.

City.

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquat-
ic Resources in Central Luzon,
said Liu’s visit sought to oiitline
the extent of the impact of the
territorial dispute in:the West
Philippine Sea. S
“We're happy that our, ﬁsh—
ermen are no longer driven
away from the Scarborough
Shoal. Mr. Liu is here: tmassess
#ha citnatian of our fishermen,”

Wilfredo Cruz head of thef
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Senate starts plenary debates

on P3-T 2017 budget today

The Senate will start dehb—
erating in plenary today the_

proposed P3.35-trillion national

budget for 2017 that lawmakers

said contains provisions on cli-

“mate change adaption, fighting
illegal drugs, promoting peace,
and social protectwn for the
poor.

“It's an inclusive budget
So-there are social protection
provisions for the poor in it for
aninclusive growth in the coun-

try ‘said Sen. Loren Legarda,
chair of the Senate cormmittee
on finance. | '
Legarda said pro-poor pro-
visions in the Duterte admin-

istration’s maiden budget

include funding for irrigation
so that the National Irriga-
tion Authority (NIA) will no

longer collect fees from farm-

ers; scholarships for science,

" agriculture and fisheries, and

mathematics for poor students;

By PﬁOLO ROMEROQ

and universal coverage of the
Philippine Health Insurance or
PhilHealth,

"So-any poor F1hp1no can
walk in any state hospltaliand
not worry of any balance bill-
ing,” she said.

The budget also incl des
funding for the anti-crime
drive of the Department of
the Interior arid Local Govern-
ment, and the constructzo“‘_' of

rehabilitation centers for drug
addicts.

There is also an allocation
for livelihood projects for
conflict-affected areas.

Legarda said she made sure
the.Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR) and almost all agen-
cies, including the depait-
ments of education (DepEd),

_agrlculture (DA), and pubhc

- works have: prov1s10ns on cli-
~mate resiliency.
¢ Senate Mmorlty Leader :
, Ralph Recto, meanwhile,
-, asked that billions in lump
sums in the proposed budget -
" beitemized.

Recto said there is'a “biparti-

. san consensus” to demand the

“unbundling” of many lump

~ sum allocations in the interest of
’ ﬁansparency, fast implementa-
tion and accountablhty

“ous administration, wi

‘ people wm," Recto sald]

, ' Henoted that “1tem17|lal10n is
the antidote to the underspend-
ing” which hounded theprevi-

estimate pegging at P1 tnlhon
the amount of appropnattons

* “not spent in time or in full.”

“By knowing whereJ funds
will go, who will implement
it, and details of what will be

_implemented, the projects will

bé delivered on time and the

.one -
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Shell supports

—_—— .

community-hased

sustainable tourism in

A.cave within a cave that houses another
cave? Yes, sucha dazzling attraction called

. Hundred Caves exists in Brgy. Tagabinet,
Puerto Princesa, Palawan. A local discov-
.ered it while searching for caves that con-
tained balinsasayaw, or edible birds’ nests.

~ " With around 100 rooms or chambers, -
Jmaze-like interconnected . passages and

Al . - T sy s

interesting rock formations, it is a new
. kommunity-based sustainable tourism
_ (CBST) site to watch for, and one of the lat-

est that power, energy and gas technology

Kalikasan) program.._

During the Hundred Cave's soft-launching cer-
emonies held recently, guests from various travel
agencies, youth organizations, and the public sector

. took part in a fun-filled festival-themed celebration.

Present during the'event was Puerto Princesa Coun-
cillor Matthew Mendoza. whn daclared that “raar

" leader Shell supports through the Pilipinas®
Shell Foundation Inc. (PSFIyand its TANDI-
KAN (Turismo at Negosyo Dulot ng Ingat

‘possible with the partn

e,

v

alawan

2 TANDIKAN, l4unched in 2015, pro-
‘motes sustainabletourism through com-
munity mobilization and creation of alter- -
‘native income opportunities while protect-
ing. Palawan’s bio:d_i\%ersity. Furthermore,
through training, mentoring and coaching,
the program aims o empower communi-
- ties as well as individuals whose advocacies
are on biodiversity protection, conserva-
tion, and sustainable development.
Other CBST sit;es being supported by
" PSHI are the Palawan Eco-Adventure Trail,
Jungle Trail, Maoyon River Cruise and
Rafting, Mangrove Paddle Boat Tour, and
Isla Felomina Snorkelling and Diving Site.

The dévelopment of Hundred Caves is made
rship of PSFI and the Pala-
wan Council for Sustainable Development (PCSD),

City Tourism Office, Puerto Princesa Subterranean ‘

River National Park-Project Management Office

HPRARKIDY DRANN M acibane foa Oamn 2 12T

RIS e : , i AT : S w
The Hundred Caves community-based sustainable tourism site It Puerto Princeéa was soft-launched with a .
ribbon-cutting ceremony led by (from left) Piiipinas Shell Foundation Inc. program manager Marvi Trudeau,
Puerto Princesa City Councilor Matthew Mendoza, Tagabinet Nel

[ ghborhood Tourism Associaion vice president -
Susan Orcajada, and Brgy. Tagabinet Captain Arnold Cayaon. . ; ‘ :
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While Shell continyes t6 address to-
day’s energy challenge, the company also
actively promotes sustainable develop-
ment through varioys environmental

- and livelihood programs implemented in
communities all over the country. Beyond
+ Producing smarter products to promote
clean'and efficient transport, Shell is com.-
- mitted to environmental Preservation with
i ~ VS Programs and activities that
- safeguard the country’s naturalresources in
. Partnership with various relevant govern-
. ment and non-government Organizations,
© With the Management of Hundreq
Caves in the hands of the residents of Brgy,
Tagabinét"they are seen to-no Jonger
rely solely. on fishing and .farming as

5
g

fouresoflivelihood, T
“By developing attractions like Hundred

. and explore,” said Artyro Hermoso, chair--
man of the Tagabinet Nej ghborhood Tour-
ism Association (TNTA). L .

The Hundred Caves is expected to open
to the public before yearend, after fuifij)-
ing the requirements to become a tourist
destination, . :
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'SMC revives flood
- control project

By Miguel R. Camiis

giowfﬁ_'ﬁd'rth of the capital district, the, DP-
@miguercamusING - P

. WH said." - i -
« ' "Ttwas firstproposed by New San Jose Builders

A massive Manila Béy flood control and express-
way - proposal‘ backed by’ conglomerate San
Miguel Corp. has been reactivated, as the Duterte

deals, o ‘ _

' The almost, P400-billion’ Project, involving a
combination of flood control barriers and a Metro
Manild to'Bataan tollroad, under a 50-year con-
cession period would be pursued by its private
sector-proponent, Coastal Development Consor-
tiwm,” e ot

" “They're still interested,” Ariel Angeles, head
of the public private partnership office of the De-
partiment of Public Works and Highways, said in
an interview. o S ‘

The project, dubbed the-Matiila Bay Inte-
grated Flood Control, Coastal Defense and Ex-
pressway Project, would help combat ty-
phoon waves 1in the 'northern part of Manila
Bay, improve road access and spur economic

- Inc. in 2013, before SMC unit San Miguel Holdings
“entered in 2015. The pProgonent’s name then was

3

‘ “changed to' Coastal Develdpmient Consortium.,
. administration opens its doors- t6 unsolicited

" However, the proposal made little progress in
those years, given the A]jq‘qiho administration’s

bias ;gainst"unsolicited proposals. Recently, An-

geéles said the proponentslhad expressed their in-

terest anew and the DPWH was now working un-

deranéwschedule. - e
_The'new indicative timeline sees the project
securing the approval of f:he ‘National Economic

and Development Author ty Investment Coordi-
nation Comimittee withi

the current quarter,
This would be followed by the Neda board ap-
proval. - . e :

" BecaiiSe it is an unsolicited proposal, a com-
petitive challenge will belheld. DPWH said this

- would be launched in the' third quarter of 2017

with the actual process tg*be completed by the
fourth quarter. INg B R
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Bzggest supermoon

can witness tomght the blggest
~andbri ghtest "

.\ ical Services Administration
(PAGASA) said the'moon will
~1passby the earth at a distance
of 356,621.611 kilometers, the
| closeést it has passed the earth
since 1948, at 7:21 p.m. tonight.
© “This year’s supermoon
" IS one of the closest and b1g~
gest:in 68 years and it won't
_1 a,p.{één again until 2034 ”

. PAGASA said.

;' ' The moon’s average dis-
- tance from the earth is 384,400
km.

+ Asupermoon or technically
a “perigee full moon” is a phe-
_i%omenon that occurs when a

Il moon coincides with the
oon being the cIosest it gets

Oe
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: | By HELEN FLE)RES
‘z-’ Under clear. skles, F111p1nos '

o
Toame L
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e
Rl

to the earth oh its orbit. |\

-The full moon can ap) ear
as much as14] percent larg@i: in
ebsk,y and 30 percent bnéh;er

and gee

which means ”earth " i

. Astronomy experts sai ‘;ﬂ"te
best way to see a supermog h is
in an area with little poll tlon
and with little tono artificial ght

The upcoming super-
mopn’s pull of gravity ¢ tulcl
also create higher-than-tisu:
al tides in some parts of the|US.

- PAGASA said during|the

" supermoon the gravitational

pull makes high tides hlgher
and low tides lower.

Filipino fishermen k ow
thisevent and so avoid ﬁshmg
durmg f-ulI moon. he

'«' . - . [

Su--
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g DAGUPAN CITY—The mam

- proporient of using the’ Bataan:
Nuc¢lear Power Plant (BNPP) to.
‘generate electricity said the
decision’by Malacafang to give
',the green’ hght to the plants
i actrvatloms ‘great news,” '

-, Former- Pangasman Rep_

" Mark Co;uangco said a nuclear-
" energy plant consumes lessfut- .
. -el’Ajeep full of nuclear fuel, he-
‘said, ¢ould run the plant for 1
: months, compared to .
" fired plant.that would need .

two and a;. ‘aif tons of coal to: .
ruii: forth eperiod. - ¢

’ Co;uangco also ﬁrd.vaa:
energy is better for the'en

- ronment singe.it has zero pol—
" lution and zero carbon dioxide -
. emission. “In nuclear [energy],
" our earth’is 'protected from .
* globalwarning,” he said. .

Another advantage is that

- the-cost of power would be cut ‘._

* by half, 'he $aid: “Electricity costs
fwould go down ancl would result’ .
"I magsive* economrc growth,

;» which- would Tnean more jobs
- and hlgher salaries,” he said. -

- *Oftir economy should have

;"‘progressed Iong ago. Tnll.rons
of pesos and economic oppor-

tumnes were not reallzed since
1986 [when the . BNPP] “was
mothballed,” he said.” .

Alfonso Cusi said President
Duterte gave the' green light to

proceed with the BNPP reacti- -

‘vation, a turnaround from an
earlier stand rejecting the use of

fuclear energy under Liis t_erm. ‘

Fllp t'lo
‘But Nuclear

_posing the revival of-the BNEP,

- expressed dxsappomtment -at

Mr. Duterte's latest fl.1p—flop
“At first, we were pleasad

\mth his earlier decision not to

-~ operate. the BNPE! but w1th. thls
sudden turnaroiiid;’ ,we; -are
frustrated and greatly dlsap-
‘pointed,” lawyer Dante Ilaja,
- NFBM cochair, said | on Frrday ;
.. Naya said " his; group ‘had

‘planned to stage protest ac- -
tmns -against the BNPP revival -
“so we might aﬁwell _procepd_

-with that” - '

" Msgr: Antomo D m ua'l )
NFBM cochair, said he was surs
prrsed by, Cusi’s  announge-

.ment. “We earller thanked the

is#a- Bataan to
fﬁ%éééﬁtmm%wm

Movement (NFBM), agroup op-

‘ mnm.r.m cATuNG NQ

-Presrdent for his decision not

to operate BNPP I'm surprised.

.. - that this'might not be the case”
On Friday, Energy Secretary -

now but I.Have to verify if it's
reaily an - official announce-
ment from him,” Dumaual said,

Dumaual said all parishes
in Bataanw have long opposed
the BNPP revival.

"We already put up stream-
ers “in all of the parishes- in
xpress our opposntlon

the BNPP,” he said, .-
Cojuanigeo ‘said intérna-:.’

- tronal inivestors / had avorded‘- :
' the Philippinesasa desmnatlon
: for business and industries be- -

cause. of high power costs and’
lack of power, hesaid.

“We can use powerasa tool
to make..our lives éasier and

“better, unlike now when power

costs burden us,” he added. :
But ‘the NFBM said, the
BNPP is unsafe and it remams ;
costly.” ‘
"These ‘are the very same -
reasons that pushed particularly

the people of Bataan and Central .

operanon durmg Marcos rule "
said the group —YOI.ANDASOTE].O -




