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|  GiNA REMINDS .
 CEMETERY.GOERS:
GLENN AS YOU B0 -

ly Jaymee T. Gamil
'@JaymeegamﬂINQ '

‘

As Flhpmos start hymg off to H
‘cemeteries to pay their respecrs
to-their departed loved ories for
All Saints’ and All Souls’ Day, the.
efivironment  chief reminded -
'.them to please respect théir sur-
roundmgs as well g ;

“Beyond flowers and can-
dles that punctuate our beauti-
ful tradmon of Undas, this occa-
sion 'dermands that we also prac-
tice environmental respon31b11- ’
ity in honoring the memory of

_our dearly departed,” Envxron—
ment Secretary Gina Lopez saxd '
in a statement on Friday. )

“Our dearly departed ‘de-
serve our prayers and respect
not trash. Let us honor them by -
keepmg "their resting place
garbage-free,” Lopez added.”

Lopez urged the public to .
“clean as you go," use revsable or *
recyclable food containers, segre- ‘

" gate trash, and if possible to take
pubhc ‘transportation, take bikes
.or walk to the cemetery INQ * '
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DENR chief issues appeal
for garbage-free ‘Undas

N

B &

"BY JONATHAN L MAYUGA
R 4 @;anlmayuga

.8 the nation. . observes All
Saints’ Day and: All Souls’
: ay on November 1 and 2, .

Environment Secretary Regina Paz
L. Lopez appealed to the public to
be mindful of the environment
when they visit the graves of their
departed Ioved ones. . - v

- Lopez said it is about time Fili-
pinos lears to observe a garbage-
free Undas, noting that the huge
valumeé-of garbage collected dur-
ing cleanup activities in- cemeter-
ies year.in, year out. is a sad foot-

> note to. an otherwise beaut1fu1
~F111p1no tradition. i. " ..

“It éxacts a major ‘toll 6n the
env1runment and pubhc health,”
she said... "

. An. estlmated 30, 000 tons of

~ garbage is collected every day
nationwide, with 8,000 tons col- .

lected in Metro Manila alone.
Thé volume shoots up. durmg
public hohdays

. According to the Metr\opohtan‘

Mamla Development, Authority,
some 140 truckloads of garbage
are usually collected from-various
cemeteries in the metropolis on
Novemberland 2. - ..

* She said the publi¢ should take
the pccasion as an opportunity to
show environmental responsibil-
ity and refrain from activities that
would degrade the -proper. way to
remember-the dead.. A

‘“Beyond flowers and candles
that punctuate our beautiful tra-
dition of Undas, this occasion de-
mands:that we also practice envi-

ronmental respons1b111ty m hon—
oring the memory of our idearly
departed,” Lopez pointed out.
Lopezalsoreiterated thecall of
the Department of Environment
and‘Natural Resources for. ev-
eryone to practice Claygo, which
stands for Clean As You Go, and

' use reusablei or recyclable‘food

contamers . : &m .

' “Pléase make an effort to throw
trash in bins coded to segregate
themm accordingly,” Lopez said,

. urging cemetery visitors ito, as

much as possible, bring their own
garbage bags and take the1r own
trash home. - vi
“Our. dearly departed deserve
our prayers and respect, notlfcrash
Let us honor'them by keeping
their rest:ing..place garbage-free,”
she $aid. i : P
At the same, time, Lopez{called
onthe pubhc tobe mindful of their
civic duty. to. follow the Ecologl-
cal Solid Waste Management Act
of 2000.. © . i
“The lawmust be folIowed more
out of good envn’onmental citi-
zenship; rather than out of fear of
its pumtwe provisions,’ Lopez
stressed.’ > Y.
Under the law, a person caught
littering shall be fined between
P300 and P1,000, or made to ren- -
der community service. i
Lopezalso advised the piblic to
takepublictransportation orshare
aridetothecéemeteryduring Undas.
“Carpooling or taking jpublic
transportation can create carbon
savings. Whenever applicable, use
bicycle orwalktoyourdestmatlon,
she added - nt
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W Maging responsable sa i* |
kapaligirfan ngayorg Undds
" Nanawdgan sa publikox ng mga paraang hindi "gamitin ang reusabled re-
si Environment Secretary. matatambakan ng basuid - cyclable food containgrs.

- Givia Lopez ria maging: ang mga sementeryo:” - F:*Cur dearly departed

. responsable sa kapaligi-
rdan sa pagguniia ng Un-
as. . ‘ :

7 Ang panawagan ay -

ginawa ni Lopez-upang
paalalahanan ang mga
taong magtutungo samga
' gementeryo na huwag
i magtatapon ng basura
| rigayeng All Saints day.

_- Binigyang diin ni Lo-
. pez na dapat isapuso ng
«publiko ang:paggunita sa
“Undas §4 pamamagitan

- “Beyond flowers and
.candles that punctuate

our beautiful tradition
of Undas, this occasion
demands that we also
practice_environmental
responsibility in honor-

-ing the memory of our

dearly departed,” dagdag
ni Lopez. P

Dapat anyang ipairal
ng mga tac ang practice
na CLAYGO, na ibig sabi-

hin ay Clean As You Go, at

deserve our prayers and
respect, not trash; Let
us honor them by Keep-
ing their resting place
garbage-free,” ayon pa
‘kay Lopez. L

. May 30,000 tonelada
.ng basura ang nakokolekta
‘Kkada araw sa buong bansa

" at-ang 8,000 tonelada dito

ay mula lamang sa Metro
Manila na ang pinaka
marami ay tuwing pubfic

holdays; (Angie dela Gruz). .

wH
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/Ombudsman probes several

|Ilegm|

By Alvin Murt‘:q o\
{

An in-depth 1qve§t1gatmn is now
being conducted by mvestlgatms
from the En 1r0nmental
Ombudsman Prjugzam into lllegal
dumpsites msintained in'the
Mindanao region. i

As the investigation is in
progress the -Ombudsman
summoned the local officials [rom
the ecities of |[Kidapawan,
| Koronadal, Valencja, Cagayan De
Oro, and the towns of General
Luna (Surigao, ‘del Norte),
Marihatag (Surigdo.del Sur) and
" Loreto (Agusan de Sur)

They were dlrected to attend -

a series of clarificatory hearings
conducted from Q tober 25t0 28
in Davao City.

The fact;-ﬁndmglmvestlgauon is

At

being conducted as part of,

' natlonal campaign to ensune

compllame with Republic Act 9003
(Ecological Selid ‘Waste
. ‘Management Act of 2000), As of
" September 2016, the Ombudsman
Environmental team successfully.
caused the closure of 29 open

" dumpsites nationwide.

- Upon receipt of the complaint
flled by the National Solid Waste

Management Commission in 10 -

February 2016, the Environmental
Ombudsman gave local officials a
non-extendible period of 30 days
within .which to submit their

explanation and a Saie Glosure
and Rehabilitation Plan (SCRP)'

which must include a proposal to

1mmedlately close the open.

dumpsite. ‘
The Environmental

" filing of C11m111al indictments.
| I

'dump51tes in Mmdanao

Ombudsman\also ordered the
local officials t6 detail the specific .
tasks, activities and legislative
action to be completed within six |
months of SCRP implementation.
" The }annonmental

. Ombudsman Team will monitor

post-closure actmtles of the LGUs \
concerned and ensure that the

provisions ofRA 0003 and other

envnonmental laWS are fu]ly
implemented, .

Under 1t.s mandate, the
Envir onmental ‘Ombudsman Team
headed by Deputy Ombudsman for
Luzon Gerard ‘Mosquera ‘shall
investigate complamts filed against
any environmental protection
official and ‘employee, and
recommend the ImpOSltl(m of
appropriate penaltles and/or the’

TETEITEN T S K 1 T -rm
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29 illegal dumpsites ipinasara ng Ombudsman

" Kinumpirma kahapon ng
Office of the Ombudsman (OMB)
na ipinasara nito simula noong
nakaraang buwanang 29 nailegal at
delikadong dumpsite sa ibat ibang
Iugar sa bansa dahil sa paglabag sa
Ecological Solid Waste Management
Act (RAS003). '

Ginawa ng Ombudsman ang
pahayag kasunod ng paglulunsad
ngayonglinggong mgaenvironmental
investigator ng pagsisiyasat sa mga
ilegal na dumpsite sa Mindanao.

Pinadadale sa public hearing sa .
‘Davao City angilang lokal na opisyal

mula sa mga lungsod ng Kidapawan,

Koronadal, Valencia, Cagayan De

Oro, at sa mga bayan ng General
Luna at Marihatag sa Surigao Del
Sur-at Loreto sa Agusan Del Sur
upang magpaliwanag kaugnay ng
pagkakaroon ng mga dumpsite sa
kani-kanilang lugar.

Blmgyan ng 30 araw ang mga
kinauukulang opisyal upang
magsumite ng kanilang pahwanag

at ng isang Safe Closure and

Rehabilitation Plan (SCRPYnadapat

nakasamaang panukalang kaagad

na ipasara ang open dumpsite.
Inatasan din ng Environmental

‘Ombudsman (EO) ang mga Jokal

na opisyal naidetalye ang kani-

kanilang parhkula.r na tungkulin,

aktibidad |, at hakbangmg
kukumpletuhm sa loob ng anim
na buwan kaugnay ng ipatutupad
na SCRP. :

' Jun Ramirez

[ . Se e ew e
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Mlnln firm asks cour [

\z..

‘to'stop DENR order

SANTA CRUZ Tambales: BenguetCorp
Nickel Mines Inc. {BNMI) filed a
. case against regional officials of
the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) to
stop the suspension of its nickel
_ mining operations here.

"Seeing that BNMI is left with no
otherwable adrmmsﬁauveremedy, it
is constrained to elevate to the couts
the matter of theunlawful suspensmn
of its niickél mining operations,” it
said in a statement. ‘

. On July 8, the DENR ordered the
suspension of BNMI and Zambales
Divetsified Metals Inc. (ZDMC), an-
other mining firm i Zambales, and
eight others for “various complaints of
environtmental degradation.”

. The orderwass1gnedbmees and
- Geosdiences Bureau (MGB) Region 3
Director Lope Carifio, Environmental
Management Bureau (EMB) Director
Lormelyn Claudio and DENR Region
. 3 Director Frandisco MillaJr.

The DENR said the suspension will
' ensutethat the environment, particu-
larly the commumt]es, famﬂands and

water bodies: are not comprormsed
as a result of the mining operations
pursuant to pertinent mining and‘
environmental laws.

Anna Vicedo Montes, BNMI AVP-
Corporate Communications and
Special Projects, said the firm filed
a petition for certiorari with m]u'nc-
tion to assail the suspension order
jointly issued by the MGB-EMB! and
DENR regional offices.

Montes said the suspension order
wasissued mthgrave abuse of discre-
tion, in an atbitrary manner, without
dueprocessand ahead of the conduct
of a nationwide mining audit.” | ‘

BNMI had proposed an arrapge
ment with the government {0 eqisure
the environmentinSanta Cruzwould
notonlybeprotected buteven beim-
proved through a partnership among. |
the mining corporations, the people
and the govemment.

The mining firm said the SUS-
pension of operations has forced
the company to lay off more uthan
1,000 workers.

' PATRICK RoxAs
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" The ¢old c

WHAT does the futurehold for us- ©
anation greatly vulnerable to theill -

effects of climate change?

We are walking on thin ice. Qur

future is uncertain because we are

facing a crisis that we cannot resolve "

on our owm. .
Sealevel rise threatens tosubmerge

island nationsandeveriourowncoast-
al towns; ocean acidification is caus- .

ing irreversible damage to.our coral

reefs, while thesuddenshifts fromhot .,
temperatures to incéssant rains pose -
uncertainties to agriculture, greatly |
affectingour food security: Thewarm- -

ing-climate is now one. of the most
significant risks for World Heritage
Sites, including our own Ifugao Rice
Terraces. Extreme rainfall and heavy
floodsconstantly threatenlives; liveli-
hood and development.. . -

According to theIntergovernmen-
tal Panel on Climate Change (IPCC),
a1.5to 2.5 degrees Celsiug increase in
_ global méan temperatures from pre-
- industrial levels threatens extinction
of 20-30 percent of all species.

The World Bank projects that un-
der a 20C scenario, there will be a 20
l Fercent decline in water availability
" for many regions and 15-20 percent
. decreaseincropyield. - .
Moreover, with warming of up to

i 20C, sea-level rise is projected to be

- around 70 centimeters, Sea level rise,
" floods that damage fish. farms, and
theincreased acidificationof theoceans
by 2050 could reduce farmed fish
yield by 20 percent, - : - o .
We have also been. experiencing
harsh weather events. Aside from the
Jintensified periods of El Nifio in the
past months, climate change has also
caused more frequent and stronger
typhoons like Ondoy and Pepeng in
2009, which inundated almaost the

. claim

ey £
Speech gf Senator Loren Legarda de-
. livered during Climate Change Edu-

cational Forum held at Ateneo School |
of Law, Makati City on Octgber 25,
2016 — Ed Lo

wholeof MetroManila; typ}ioén.Pal;lo

+in 2012, which killed more than a -

: thousand people in Mindanag; and
supe hoon Yolanda in 2013, which

. caused massive destruction, among
) ma? others. y [
.i . Iftheworld goesbusinessasusual,

there will be 6 million deaths per year -

.by 2030, close to 700,000 of which will
bedue to climate change. : . |-,
*Clearly, climate changeisthegreat-
esthumanitarianchallengeofourtime.
- It affects food, water, setlement, jobs,-

¢ livelihood, human welfare, safety and .

{seturity; poverty reduction, economic
growth,and, co _
puirsuit of sustainable development.
What has brought about the state
we are'in today? R

. TheIPCC points tohuman activity -

-as the main cause of global warming.
- Humanactivity released 545 gigatons
of carbon dioxide, the main-green-
- house gas, from 1750 to 201L. gf the

. carbon dioxide emitted, two-thirds ~:

‘was due to the burning of fossil fuels
i with one-third caused by deforesta-
tion and land-use change. In: the last
decadehpwever, 90 percentof therise-
* in“carbon ‘dioxide levels was due to

more than 6,000 lives and .

uently, ouroverall . .

.+

aleulus of a hot planet (1)

burning of fosil fuels. -
We must realize that we are living
.inaworld withfinite resourcesand yet

. generations havelived over thecentu-

 rieslike there s ito tomorrow. ‘
- OQurpaturalenvironmenthasbeen
" compromised, Ourbiological diversi-

. tyhasbeen significantly reduced and
- the generalhealth of our environment

. is conceded to the greed of sorme. We
cannot keep a blind eye to this,

. Qur ecosystems have been altered

-more rapidly iti the name of develop-

-ment; but thépoor have remained

.. poorand theirnumbers areincreasing

fnotvvithstanditlt%- the emergence of

]

.megacitiesand the increasing "GDPs"
cofnations. | .,
Theironyhereisthat, the thingswe

,want to gain and-develop through the

- useofecosystemservices, are the very

;same things we lose due to exploita-

_{tion and unsustainable use of our

‘natural resources. -

i We are already experiencing the
iimpact of climate change and if we do
‘not act now, we will start to feel its
grave effects in.15 to 35 years from

. now, oreven earlier.

Clearly, whatisatstakehereis your

future and your.children's future.

. Youhavetherighttodemand from
us, your parenisiand your leaders,
decisive and urgent action to limit
iglobal warming to 1.50C. It is our
-duty, under the concept of inter-gen-

- ‘erationial responsibility, toensurethat .

* you and the future generations will
continuetoenjoy abalanced andhealth-

ful ecology. . ..

¢ Thisiswhyations, especially those

- highly vulnerdble to climate impacts
suchas thePhilippines, pushed for the

- inclusionof the1.50C global warming
limitin the drafting of the Paris Agree-
ment. IR
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Deal for world's biggest marine freserve

THE world's largeéffﬁl;ﬁné- reserve
aimed at protecting the pristine wil-

demess of Antarctica: will, be creat-

ed after a "momentous” agreement
was finally reached :Friday, with

Russia dropping its long-held op- . L
- ., function and to understand the im-

position.

The deal, sealed by the Conserva-
* tion of Antarctic Marine Living Re- .

sources ) at an annual meeting in

Hobartafter yearsof negotiations, will -
see a massive US and New Zealand- |
backed marine protected ared estab- -

lished in the Ross Sea.

Itwill cover more than1.55million ..

square kilometers (600,000 square

miles) - roughly the size of Britain, .
Germany and France combined — of -
which 1.12 million square kilometers .-

wilibeano fishingzone, . -. = «

“Theproposalrequiredsomechang- -
es in order to gain the unanimous - . ]
- just for the Antarcte but for efforts to

support of all 25 CCAMLR members
and the final agreementbalances ma-

" rineprotection, sustainablefishingand - _ )
” thitment to conservation jin recent .

science interests," New Zealand For-
eign Minister Murray McCully said.

"Theboundaries of the MPA, how-

ever, remainunchanged.”
. TheRossSeaiscneofthelastintact

marineecosystemsintheworld, home -
to penguins, sedls,” Antarctic tooth-
fish, whalesand hugeé numbers of krill,

i ENVIRO WATCH |
“a -s.t'a.plé food for many spec1es
. - It.is.considered critical-for scien-

readiagreemfe:n't(;)nasecbndprciposed
protected area.= the Australia and
France-led East Antarctica sanctuary

* covering another one million square
- kilometre zone.

Hists to study how marine ecosystems -

Jpacts of climate change on the ocean,
Moscow was the last government.
opposing: the move, largely due to

* Both reserve proposals have been
onthetable since 2012 withCCAMLR
—aftreaty tasked with overseeing con-
servation anid- siistainable exploita-

- tionof the AntarcticOcean, alsocknown

concernsoverfishing rights, after Chii-

na offered its support last year.
.. "Wehad a lot of talks with thern.

.Secretary (John) Kerry reached out
to Russian President {Vladimir) .-

as the Southérn Ocean.
Consensus is:needed from all 24

- member countries and the European

: Union.

Putin and (Foreign Minister Sergei) .

great deal to convince Russia: to

told AFP. R
"This decisionis veryimportant not

promoteworld marine conservation.”
- Moscow has signalled more com-

times, designating 2017 as the Year of
Ecology. Itmoved in August tosignif-
Jcantlyincrease the size of a protected
Zone around Franz Josef Land in the
Al'cﬁc. . o

.. - Whiléthe Ross Sea plangot the go-

‘ahead, time ran out at the meeting to "

come on board,” Evan Bldom; head -
.. of the US delegation at the meeting, .

I
A third Germian-proposed plan is

r  also in the works to protect the Wed-
Lavrov and I think that;helped a .

dell Sea, whichextends from the south-

" east of South America over an area of
! some 2.8 million square kilometres.

"For the first time, countries have

: {:ﬁt aside their differences to protecta
: large area of the Southern Ocean and

international waters,” said Mike Walk-

er, project director of the Antarctic

Ocean Alliance, calling the outcome

(AR A
S

- "momentous’;

"Although'thére wasnota decision
ontheproposed protectionof the Wed-

'dell Sea and the'East Antarctic this
i year, we are confident that these areas

" . willbe protected in the coming years, -

adding to the;system of marine-pro-

itected areas in the Southern Ocean.”
Vo .
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' of the Commumty Enwronment and

' Offici: 1§ of the Provmc:al of En- -

vnronment- and Natural Resources
(PENRO) in Zambales defended

Natural Resources Office (CENRO)
sald there Was nothmg 1rnegular in

, theu' act1ons

yesterday its issuatrice of award mis- .

ceuanedus sales patenfr and original
certificafe of title to:a dlsputed one-

Th,cey said that those who ﬁled the
complamt against them prpbably did
not! know that-the issue they brought

before the Ombudsman is already the

hectare beach property, c1tmg their

actions 4 ased ona Court of Appeals
CA) decismn ,

Speaking to thefMamla Bulletm
as -a rejoinder to. a recent report on
the f:lmg of charges. agamst them
before the. Office of the-Ombudsman

: (OMB) Laudemlr 8. Salac, PENRO

chief, and Manfe L Castlllo head

) as null and void, ruling that
e.0f the orlglnal registration

In'thear explanauon letber to DENR

. Reglonal Director Franclsco Milla, Jr,

Salac-and Castlllo pomted out that
based“’on-CA decisiof the OCT No.
P-8270 issued in the‘fname of HOBEA

- was. already cancelled and declared

void ab-initio. The two‘DENR officials.
‘said that after CA cancelled the OCT
No. 8270 the Reglster of Deeds in

sub_]eet of avfmal Judgement by the
Special- 17th;Dms1on of the CA and put

- intg the Entry of Judgments.".

' Salac and'Castillo cited the CAde-

‘cision, (CA-GR. CV No. 89960) promul-

13,322 5q. meters issued in the namg )
‘of Heirs of Baloy Estdte Association

gated'on Nov 12, 2010, that reversed
the: dec1smn of Regtonal Tnal Court
(RTC) Branch 72 in Olongapo City,

- declarmg .OCT P-8270 consmtmg of

longapo had also then reverted the
roperty:to “status of urrreglstered

- land” on May 4, 2015.

#*With; the CA decision;, the Heirs
of Dommga Baloy Laag-Custodlo ob-
tained vested rights over the declared
unregistered lots that were processed
under R.A. 730 Miscellanéous Sales
Apphcatlons 'zoned remdentlal by

_Olorigapo City-which received pay-

ment of taxes under. the ]aw” Salac€

and Castillo told Milla. |

Salac and Castillo said they believe
that the complamant—possessor of the
beach resort does not know' ‘probably

~ 'that the lot they bought was under a

new; Imgatmn B
iiL‘ ,‘__ /’/T

__zB case, DENR efﬁclals
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o g "‘)CSCBOOSTSSMOKE-FREEDRIVE\
THE Civil Service Commission (CSC)
'has expressed support to President
_ Dutertes plan to sign an executrve or-
'der (EO) ‘that will ban tobacco smok-.
ing in all pubhc places. Through the
EQ, Fihplnos can expecta natlonwrde
smoking ban akin to Davao Crty.s 100-
: percent smoke-free policy. . '
v ' 'Thé CSC has been a staunch | : - S

)supporter of tobacco- controi poli- :
cies that &im to eliminate clgarette i
smoking in the workplace and toH

'prevent tobacco companies from,
Interfenng with policy- maklng im .
the publig sector. it issued’ Memo— a1
randum Circular (MC) 17, Serres of
2009, or the Smoking Prohibition .
Based on 100 percent Smcke Free
Poilcy whlch prohibits smokrng in

‘or on the premises, bulldmgs, and

. grounds of government agencres
provldmg ‘health, education and/ '
_or social ‘welfare and development :
servIFes, such as hosprtals, haalth
centers, schools, unwersﬂles and
colleges among others. Deslgnated
smoklng areas are also not allowed.

¥ The CSC hasalso partnered wrth
. -the Department of Health iri the prom-
' o ulgation of Joint Memorandum Crrcu-
lar JMC) 2010-01on the"Protectlon

of the Bureaucracy Against Tobacco

Industry Intervention”..  » -+ s
JMC 2010-01 provides spec1f' ic
guidelines for the bureaucracy’s in-

" teractions with the tobacce industry,
particularly in prohibiting govern-
ment Bfficials and employees from

‘ dolng Yinnecessary interaction wrth

 the tobacco industry. AR

© « 'Protibited acts include pro\nd- :
: _ ing preferential treatment, such as- r
: receipt of incentives, and soliciting or
.accépting any donation or favor from
thétobacco industry in connection
with any operatron or transactlon of

theagency Coh “1/
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“e

he World Bank-IFC has releasecl its
1th edition of the annual Ease 'of
Doing Business Report, which com-
pares business regulations and pro-
cesses in 190 economies around. the world

and measures 10 basic steps mvolved ina

typical life cycle of a business enterpnse

Data are collected every first half of the -

year with a cutoff date of May 31.-*

In the report, the Philippines maved. up
four positions to No. 99 this year from
No. 103 last year, In Asean, five -coun-
tries—the Philippines, Indonesla. Btunei,
Vietnam and Thailand—moved up, and
five others—Lao PDR, Malaysia, Cambo-

.dia, Myanmar and Smgapore—shpped
though in Singapore’s case, it dropped only
from No: 1 to No. 2. We live in one of the
most competitive regions in the world. *

Of the 10 indicators measured in the re-
port, the Philippines lmproved in ageas
such as protecting minority investors (up
18 from No. 155 to No. 137), dealmg w1th
construction permits (up 14 from No.’ 99 to
No. 85) paying taxes and social services
{up 11 from No. 126 to No. 115), and enforc—

ing contracts in court (up 4 from No. 140 to.

No. 136). While not significantly large im-
provements, these are nonetheless move~
" mentsin the right direction.

" On the other hand, the Phlhppmes
dropped in four indicators: getting credit
(from No, 109 to No. 118), starting a busi-
ness {from No. 165 to No. 171), getting elec-
tricity {from No. 19 to No. 22), and resolving

 BUSINESS HATTERS
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Can L oo ;' g
msolvency (from No.s3t0 No 56)

In“order to make a huge- unprovement
in these rankmgs, we will need-to do three
things.in- the, coming months: contlnue to
streamline and simplify processes (some-

thing- that has been ongomg for some
years;” ‘henice! the 49 country jump in"six |

years); legislate amendments to some laws
and: create new laws to suppo;rt ease of do-
ing business {currently pendmg in
Congress); ‘and take more government
procedures online, ,

The typ1ca1 process for applymg for a
permit or Jicense is manual. One manually
fills out forms, often entering the same data
on dlfferent forms. These forms are usually
subrmtted over the counter at some office
(in many cases, mulnple offices'in deferent
locations), and then manually processed
But befoie then, one is isually.asked to sub-
mit supporting documents to verify or vali-
date one’s application—more paper' The
release of the license or penmt is also done
over the counter

The whole process is ted:ous, takes too-

much time, and entails. too much cost
Though it has never been measured, it
probably contributes to the traffic!as peo-
ple need to move from ofﬁce to office to

.— PRSI

-

Gov: the ulnmate m ease of domg busmess

obtam I1censes and permits or make payﬂ;

ments:to government offices. ST

Thé.obvious solution is to appIy tech- :
nology and take more of these serviceson- |
line. Qur national goal should be to enable .

these |
means:
it cards, mobile money. And we should be.

able to receive our licénses -and permits -

online SO0 we do not have to go to an office

‘peoplep| to file anything from anywhere,”
anytinge. It should also enable us to pay for -
tl:enses and permits by whatever ",

available—online payment, cred- -

to pick these up. This should work like .
purchasing an airline ticket through the .

internet to day.

Foftunately, such a system is bemg“l

contemplated today by the newly formed, ..
Department of Information Commumca-u
tions Technology working with the-De-’
partments of Trade and Industry, -Fi-

nance, and Interior and Local Govern-._;t
ment; and other agencies. It will ‘take ™

some nme to fully roll out such a system.
but much has been done to create'the
technology platform that will make all
these applications possible.

The key is that people should contmu-
ously clamor for these programs and.con-

tribute; rdeas to make them more user- ‘

|

fnendly and practical. It is only by mo"ﬁmg !
into “eGov” that we will see ease of domg i

busmess areality. - . ’3 .

GmllermolM Luz (gm.luz@competitive.org.ph} is the prlvate-;

sector cochalr of the Natienal Competitiveness Council.
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NET METEHING SEEN T0 BOOST HENEWABLES

By DPaxim L. Lucas '
@daxINQ

Investments in renewable en-
ergy have received a boost
thanks to a scheme that allows
customers equipped-with so-
lar, wind, or biomass power

systemns to offset their electric- *

ity purchases from their local
power utility and receive cred-

its for the excess electnmty ex- -

ported to the grid.

In a press statement, Ener-
gy Secretary Alfonso Cusi said
the net metering ;scheme has
paved the way for investments

y
!

ivide ¢ consumers with more'sus- -

i in, renewable energy through»

dlstnbumon utility customers.
.The Department of Energy |
is acceleratmg efforts to pro-

tainable energy choices by or- .

gamzmg, through its- Cén-:
sumer Welfare and Promotion;
Office, an orientation program.:

about the net metering pro- -

-gram of the Manila Electric Co.

~Meralco’s program manag-,

"er fot-renewable energy Anna‘
Maria Reodica said the first net:
.metering’ customer -
.country, . with a s-kilowatt'

i thei

rooftop solar photovoltatc (PV)

cell system, was energlzed" by

Meralco in November 2013.
Since then, net metering

applications have been grow-

ing at an exponential rate, ex-
panding from roaftop installa-
tions in households to com-

mercial and mdustnal estab- -

lishments, such' as mals,
Cusi advxsed customers to
exercise cautmn by informing

their dlstrlbutmn utility of any

"Solar PV or renewable energy

ifistallations to -ensure safety .

to both parties and preserve
the stability of the grid where
they are connected INQ



