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Environment...

benefit of better investment
prospects which do not sacri-
fice sustainability and rights
for the sake of profit,” GTC
convener Gerry Arances said.

“A strong and strict execu-
tion of prevailing laws will
only strike fear among those
corporations wh1ch aim to cut

;Enwronment groups Stl"
_OptImIStIC about mmmg

S oy LOUISE MAUREEN SIMEON
ber of Commerce and Indusl:ry’ ;

A coahtmn of environmen-
tal groups said investors need
not worry about the current
situation of the local mining
1ndustry contrary to what
Stakeholders claim that the
govemment s strict stance was
‘sending the wrong signals to
the global mvestment com-
muni
. The Green Thumb thtmn
(GTC),. a nationwide network
of around 40 non-government
drganizations and civil society
groups, said investors who
‘play by the rules and put the
environment alongside busi-
ness interest, have no ‘reason
to worry about mvestmg inthe

" mining industry. -

"This was in fesponse to the
¢laims of the Philippine Cham-

(PCCI) that the Department
of Environment and Natural
Resources’ recent pronournce-
ments were puttm%l the Phll-
ippines in a bad light from!an
investment standpomt e
‘Environment Secretary Ging
Lopez ordered an intensified
audit.on all mjning firms to de-,

termine their compliance with .

environmenta] standards. So
far, the DENR has suspended

10 firms and another 20 rnayr

face suspension.

“If investors make sure ’chat ‘
the companies they fund fol-;
low the rules, they have noth; -
ing tobe afrald of. Rather, they.
should be glad that the playing-
field is being changed for the

Turn to 02

From C-1

costs by disregarding the wel-
fare of affected communities
and the country as a whole,”
he added.

Buf the Chamber of Mines
of the Philippines thinks oth-
erwise.

“If we are to take Secretary
Lopez’s statement, investors

nals from the government and~:

1L.OWE

really have something to wor-
ry about. Any investor wouid
be worried because mining
is not just a million industry.
There is definitely a cause for

concern on any inyestor in .

the mining 1ndustry, COMP
legal and policy vice presi-
dent Ronald Recidoro told
The STAR.

“There should be clear sig-

with its policies. The worry.
here is not the law, the wor-
ry here is the implementor
(Lopez),” he added. -

COMP reported that over,
$30 billion is expected to bel
invested in the local mining;
industry in the next five to 10"
years, majority of which are in”
Mindanao. '
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VGeo-hazard assessment reqmred for gov’t buﬂdmgs

IN THE WAKE of two successive t'y—
phoons, the Department of Budgetand
Management (DBM) and the Depart-
ment of Public Works and ‘Highways
(DPWH) are requiring geo- -hazard-cer-
tifications for the evaluation: of repalr
and construction projects to damaged
government facilities.

The DBM and the. DPWH Te-
leased Joint Circular No. 1 on the
reconstruction and rehablhtatmn
of damaged government, bulldmgs
last week, after typhoon Karen left

the Philippine Area of Respons1b11-"

ity and was followed 1mmed1ately by
typhoon Lawin.

The joint circular seeks to ratm-
nalize the allocation of funds for the
rehabilitation, construction and pro-
curement in relation o govemment
facilities.

-An addltlonal documentary re-

qmrement 'of a geo-hazard' Cel'tlfl-
cation from ‘the Department of En-
v1ronment and Natural Resources
(DENR) is needed for the approval

of the evaluating bodies in determin-,

ing whether or not funds would be

disbursed for the constructlon or re-
habilitation projects.

The Natwnal Economic: ‘and De-
velopment { Authority Boadrd is’ to

evaluate projects that cost more, than— '

P1 billion, the Development Budget
Coordmatmn Committee of the DBM

isto evalua%;e those costing | less than :

Plb].lhonbut more than P300 rmlhon,
while the DBM is to evaluate those
costing less than P300 million. I

~ Public-private paxtnershlps (PPP)
are allowed for construction of new

" would fall under the National Expen-

;dlture Prograim (NEP)

Constructmn of an office bmld-

'ing must cost P30,000 to P35,000

iper sguare meter, or P40,000 to

'P50,000 if built on a fault area or
. “soft soil,” Quch as reclaimed areas
'in Manila Bay

Proposals ‘should first be submit-
tedtothe Ofﬁce ofthe Undersecretary

: for Techmcal Services of the DPWH,

to evaluate if the projects follow to the

- standards set by the National Build-
ing Code of the Philippines and other
' related rules: ‘and standards.

After the approval of the DPWH,

: the government agency may request
© itsbudget from the DBM.

The ]omt circular is effective
1mmed1ate1y i Lucia Edna P. de

bu:].dmgs but not for repa‘lr, whfch Guzman ¥
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A young protester braves the’
rain at the Plaza Independencia
in Cebu City during a march-
rally against the Duterte '
administration’s policy to
~ continue relying heavily on
coal-fueled power generating
plants.—~TONEE DESPOJO/CDN
LA
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Protesters demand plvot
away from eoal plants

BylzobelleT.Pulgo '7
@IngNational o

CEBU CITY—More’ than a:

hundred protesters took to the .

-+ City streets to press for a shift -

in the energy policy: of the ¢ 1
- stiuction of coal power plants,

Duterte administration’ from

one that the protesters said is
heavily tilted in favor of coal- |

generated electr;cr]:y to one

that would lean:-more on re-

newable sources-ef.power.

"The protesters, mostIy sup-

porters of the group Philippine

|

Movement for Climate Justice- :
Cebu (PMC]), called'on President

~ Duterte to drop its pohcy of con-

b

tinuing to use coal as a main :

source of fuel to generate\power

Dire effects

Lawyer Aaron Pedrosa Jr.,

" head of the energy working
group of PMCJ] and secretary
general of the militant group

“'Manila demanding a stop to -
the construction of more coal ;

Sanlakas, said the use of ¢oal as -

an energy source must be .
stopped because of its dire ef- ;

fects on the environment and
its effects on people’s health.
" "We are against-iising coal

plants not o; ly in Cebu butalso
in the coun " said Pedrosa in
Cebuano. . ‘

. Pedrosa, in a speech during

Phrhppmes‘?” said Glenn Ymata,'
‘ energy campargner of PMC] :

*-the protest rally, crted the
- country’s renewable ' ehergy
! sources as a good alternative to
coal that could meet nsmg de-.

mand for energy’ without
ha.rmrng the environment.
Despite the continued con-

he said millions of F111p1nos are
stllI wrthout electrrcrty

part in the anticoal protest are
Sugbuanong Nagpakabzna sa
Kalikupan (SNK) and Pagtam-

bayayong FoundationInc... ., .-

Residents of several vil-

lages—Suba, Pasil, Duljo-Fati-
‘ma, San‘Roque, Tinago, Careta -
- and Sambag III—also Jomed.

the rally

OnOct. 13, a protest was al- ‘

50 held on Mendiola Bridge in

plants.
PMCJ. which also led the

Mehdiola rally, said 20 coal: .

‘fired power plants are current-
ly under construction-and 19

1 ' more had been approved by
as a source to supply our elec- :
tricity and the building of coal

the government. '

“Alot of countries are already :
‘ phasmg out coal. How come coal*

is' now. booming here ‘in  the

Ymata sard the rest .Of ttle

.country should follow the ex-
- ample set by the local goVern-

ments of Ilocos Nortd' and

. Batangas provmces where of-
*ficials had declared a no -coal

pohcy and support for renew-

~able energy. sources liké: wind,

‘solar, hydro and geothermal,

.. “There's too-much coal al-~
l ! ‘ ., ! Feady in Bat;mgas " Batangas _
o 'Groupsmprotest,. S

.. Among the groups that took

Gov. Hermxlando Mandanas

“had been quoted as saymg ina
‘ TV 1nterv1ew i

‘ Alterna_tives to coal

| Batangas has viable alterna-
tives to coal. It has several pow-
er plants that run on natural

gas, considered as the cleanest

form of fossil fuel. These plants

- have a comblned generating

capacity of 2,792 megawatts
! The provmcral government

of Ilocos Norte: had also ex- .

pressed comrfmtrnent, to ban
the further use, of ‘coal as a
power source,

llocos Norte is home to
some of the countrys blggest
power plants that rely on re-
newable sources of energy like
solar and wind.

- Oneof these isa wmd pow- ~

'er facility, o '_ by the firm
Energy . Devefipment Corp.,
thatis capablg roducing 150

megawatts of electnc1ty INQ

i
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run’vs leas

BY MICAH YVANA M.'VA'ﬁDELON

AHE Eco Waste Coalltlon on Sunday'
held a “zombie run” at the Quezon
Memorial Circle in Quezon Clty as

part of the celebration of.the International
Lead Poisoning Prevention Week of Action.

With only 10 weeks left before
the total phase out of Jead-con-
taining architectural, decorative
and household (ADH) paints

takes effect on December 31, the

coalition stressed the urgency of
meeting the deadline set by the
Chemical Control Order (CCO).
Kids who participated the event
wete dressed in “Walking Dead”-
inspired clothing, mimicking the
popular American television series
abouta zombie apocalypse, Before
the zombie run, two theatrical per-
formances were presented.

Depattment of Envlronment

and Natural Resources (DENR)

Admmlstrauve Order 2013-24
or the CCO prohxblts the uge of
lead in the production.of food
packaging, paints, toys, and other
cansumer products because of the
harmful effects of lead on people,
especially children.,. ...
*Our major concern is 1Q be-

- cause lead can be deposited in

the brain, ! resultmg in slow per-
formances.of the child,” said Dr.
Visitacion |Antomo, toxicologist
and, pediatrician at East Avénue

ts hol d zo mbie

Medical"Cente'r. T

Other il effects of lead includé. -
anemia, stomachache, deficiency
in hearing, stunted growth;

that their paints are lead-free, °
But small and medium- sized en-

convulsions and | Worse, death;" i terprises have yet to comply-with
‘ ' the guidelines, as they would need

Antonié §aid.
While, there are no recorded

lead- caused deaths in the coumry, ,
vet, Antonio urged parents to be -
more vigilant. because low- dose
exposure to lead does not mamfest
nouceable symptoms and is hard
to diagnose. ‘

Antonio alsohopes thata policy
will be formulated regulating bat-
tery- recy_clmg companies through_
zoning, to. prevent lead exposure.”
She also suggested that students.
be checked for lead exposure in’
schools, like the practice in the: after two years and will harmyour
United States. H klds? she asked.

Aileen Lucero, Eco- Waste na’.”  Violators of the CCO will’ Be
tional coordmator, said all major, _ stripped of their business permlts'
paint companies have apphed starting next year

assistance from the government.
“Around 50 percent of them

added she was optimistic these
-companies would be spurred to.
comply because of competition
in the market. .

She also emphasized lhe cost«

ucts.
a lead-containing paint used for:

L

‘are still not observmg and follow--
ing the CCO,” Lucero said; but -

. with the lead-safe paint cemﬁca- .
- tion program to assure the public -

Alw

effectiveness of lead-free prod- ;
“What would you do with

your house if it will only wear off
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Ackvicle hid  gombietun” yg lead )t%\‘mi/%

- B : f b Coa
TOXI C CAM PAIGN Participants of the Eco Waste Coalition’s‘zombie run’ channel the'uridead of the ‘The Walking o 5
television series at the Quezon Memorjal Circle on Sunda¥. The coalition is urgingicompanies to meet the Dﬁgejni_ber 31.deadline to pha ad;

in paints. PHOTO BY RUY L. MARTINEZ _© . =+ SRR 2
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r impoging carbon lim-
€ country to mitigate
act of climate change. L
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deal to slow:

gh Phl ~ Duterte -

Addressing residents af-
fected by Typhoon Lawin'in
Tuguegarao, Duterte said the'
carbon restrictions set.under a;
climate dea] approvediby over
150 countries in Parig:would:
slow down industrialization

! ‘Turn to Page 8

uterte yester- ‘
ould develop

Flipinos as he

i Cllmate -From Page 1
iof the Philippi'nes.‘;r_‘ A
:“They want us'to slow
1 down so I‘_have._,jei’ rift with
them.,” he said, ‘referring to
developed countfies. “I don't
_Agree with theit ¥5rmiula and
equation because it’s not fair.”
I told them you' used car-
‘bon for the longesttime and
now that we want to be like
ou, you:are stopping us?
'%hat's};;mpidim" headaed
. Dutertesaid imposing restric-
tions on the Philippines’ indus-
trialization would stunt its de-
velopment, which in turn would
affect the lives of Filipinos.

“I am one of &eépre‘sidents
‘who refused ‘to yleld. I Will
develop my country in ac-
, cordarice with the needs of
" my people. Our-.num;b,el: is
E%%e@ng;so We,are Now using

ingithat, how can I feed my
c@ﬁ“ﬁﬁw:ymen?”; Duterte said.

H

+4] said [ don't Ik that, Ei-

tﬁé@ ie'all live or we all die,”
headded. .~ |

ges. [f you stop me from -

. Climate change, which: has
| béen;tiédk,t'()’wnatulral disasters

I R RN R 1 A
including Strong’ typhtons,

. has been alfribtited to carbon
emissions ‘caused by human
activities. | B

‘Last April, more than 150
cduntries inked the histor-
ic Paris climate deal that seeks
to limit global warming “well
below” two degrees Celsius
above pre-industrial levels,

World leaders have'also
vowed to work to limit terhper-
ature.rise to 1.5 degrees Célsius
above pre-industrial leveld/ -

. The Philippines, one of the
countries prone to disasters,
hag;yet to ratify the agreement.

The Philippinés under then
president Benigno Aquing 11T
promised to cut carbon emis-

sions by.70 percent by 2030
even'if the country is notia
major emitter,. 1

Lbprior théPats iagreement,
it ”émﬁdbaﬂdf‘?absujdi"
"X T3iAdexis Romero
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Duterte won't cut carbon
emissions, hits rich nations

PRESIDENT Rodngo Duterte has
thumbed down the reduction of car-
bon emissions in the country, stress-
ing thatit's the high-income coutitsies
that should cut back' because they
have the largest carbon foolpnnt.
Speaklng before typhoon vic-
tims in Cagayan on’ Sunday,

the President blamed fich and

. mdustnahzed natlons for harm-

* ful em1s31ons that have led to
climate change and extreme

weather disturbances. . -

He-also alluded to the Pans
Agreement on Climate. Change
wherein 175 countries vowed to
reduce carbon emissions.to stave
off global warming, ‘Under the
pact, the Philippines committed
to reduce its carbon footprint by
70 percent by 2030, with the help
of other mdustriahzed nations.

Duterte said. rich nations should
not force developmg countries like
the Philippines to cut on their car-
bon emissions, as domg 50 would
prevent them from enjoymg the
fruits of industrialization.

‘1 will develop my guntry, in

accordance with the. needs of iy

people. We's are 104 million people.
['will need to use 7' lot of machines.
What do you want us'to do? Stick

with manual plowing, instead of

mechanized farmmg? If you stop
me from doing that, how would !
feed my people?" Duterte said,

Duterte said the United States
and the European nations, as well
as China, should do the cutbackas
they account for: the lion's share of
harmful emissions, .

“Here in our country, we have:
a lot of vehicles which they call
not fuel-efficient ., Iookmg at
our tractors,: ]eepneys cars. Well;
we don’t account foralot of emis-,
sions for that. Besides,, yOUu can
just count the number of factories
here. Compared with other na-
tions, what we have is mlmscule ”

"Duterte said.: I

“Therich natmns consumed the

bulk of crude oil over the years,
and they want1o us to scale down,
on such emissions? I do not agree.
with that becauge it is not fair.
That's why we are at odds here,”
Duterte addeq. P

‘ LLANESGAT PANTI
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could combat climate change

‘ NITED NATIONS—-The
-world will need to more

/ than double its current.

infrastructure stock over the
next 15 years—a massive un-
dertaking that could either con-
tribute to or combat catastrophic
climate change—according to a
new report.

Two-thirds of the $90-tril-
lion infrastructure investment
needed willbein developing coun-
tries, the Global Commission on
the Economy and Climate noted
inthe Sustainable Infrastructure
Imperative Report. :

* “Thetypes of infrastructure we
build-—coal power plants versus
wind farms an 1 solar arrays, for
example, or megahighway$ ver-
sus public transit systems—will
determine whether we stay onia
high-carbon growth path or move
toward a climate-smart future,”
the report said. -

Despite the massive price tag,
the commission of global experts
said much of the money could be
easilyaccessed byendingincentives
to build dirty infrastructure, from
fossil fuels to urban sprawl. -

The report’s authors, including
economist Lord Nicholas Stern,
also emnphasized that investing in
green infrastructure can contrib-
ute to‘economic growth. ;

“Economic growthand clihate
action are mutually compatlble

Stern, who is cocha1rman of the :

commission, told journalists.“We
emphasized and demonstrated
withsolid economicevidence that
we can do'both.” M
Additionally, the commission
found that onlyasmall addmonal
investment is needed to ensure
thatithe over $90 trillion worth
of infrastructure, which needs:to

be built over the next 15 years, -

contributes to rather than un-
dermines climate-changéefforts:
Developed and developing

countrles willface dlfferent infra- -

structure thallenges overthe 21st
century. Developed countries will
have to replace or repair ageing
infrastructure, while the major-
ity of construction of new infra-

structure will happen in'lowand

riiddle-income countries.

i “Developing countries, such
as those in Asia and Africa, need
infrastructure o’ 1mprove access
to basic services, drive develop-

ment and meet the needs of rap- -

idly urbanizing populatlons and

. an expanding middle class the

report said. .

+ “Clearly, developmgcountrles
will lead 'the sustainable infra-
structure story of the 21st cen-

tury,” said Naina Lal Kidwai, a -

member of the commission dnd

former chairman of HSBC Indla, :

because.of the “sheer quantity”

of infrastructure to be builtin

developmg countries.

Lal Kidwai said the goodnews
is that developlng countries can
“leap frog” a lot of the problems
encountered by developed coun-
tries, which built their infra-
structurewith older technologies
and de51gns

“A lot of the investment can be
designed to be a lot more new age
than We have seen in the past,”
she said." o

Developmg countries may be
able to use climate financing—
funds comm1tted by rich countries
to help Hoorer countries fight cli-
mate change—to help make their.

infrastructureinvestmentsgreen- -

er. However, the report’s authors
noted that this would not be the
main source of funding,

“The hundred billion dollars
in climate finance is absolutely
essential and it is important for
catalytic investments to really
shiftin theright direction,” Helen
Mountford program director of
the New Climate Economy told
Inter Press-Service.

“What we're focusing on here,

" throughthe report of the global

commission, is that question
of trillions...all of those invest-
ments ngeéd to go in a direction
which help support growth, which
help support social and develop-
ment goals and which support
climate action.” IP§
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GRICULTURE is on the hot
seat due to climate change, even
as the agr1cultura1 development *

agenda undergo a major. shift because
of the significant reduction in food
productlon and global food 1nsecur1ty

Agricultural scientists, eco-
nomic experts, academics and
c1v1hzed societies agree that

“adramatic increase in efforts
and investment is required to
transition from vulnerable
- nonsustainable systems to
sustainable agriculture.” In
order to'achieve food security,
reduce poverty, safeguard and
restore ecological systems,
* the all-embracing concept of
climate-smart agriculture
(CSA) may yet save the day for
the projected 9 billion world

population by 2050. By then, .

according to United Nations
(UN) Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAQ) estimates
made in 2009, crop yields will
need toincrease by 70 percent.

UN defines CSA as “agricul-" |

ture that sustainablyincreases

The percentage increase
needed in crop yields for
the:projected 9 billion ’%
populatlon by 2050 W

Based on th1s defuutwn, the
bottom: line!is how countnes :
look at their national 1nterest
and?operatlonahze CSA in then- :
respectwe countries,” sald Dr '
LeoSebastian, Climate Change, .
Agriculture and Food Security- .

Southeast Asia (CCAFS SEA) re- !

S RO RN DR DESTRY N | -

a pro;ect of agro- 1ndustry that :

~will,actually worsen . climate .

change by failing to- address-‘:
suchlssues as governance, land
uses ‘and agricultural research.

Critics also fear that CSAisa’

“Trojan horse” set to marginal- -
ize smallholder farmers, journal-
ist-author Fred Pearce writes in
When the Rivers Run Dry: “They -
[critics] believe the arrival of car-
bon/markets, brokers and trad-
ers in the fields of Africa can do
nothmg but harm.”

By; dictionary def1n1t1on,
carbon market is any market’
in which carbon-emission al-~ '
low‘ances trading takes place.
For example companies are

given' a certain ‘quota or. .

permit to pollute a certain '
amop.nt of carbon dioxide.
These companies can sell their

spare permits to other compa-
nieswho wish to pollute more -
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CLIMATE-SMART agriculture in actiof 5
in the Himalayas, N PAMER/CCARS cGAR ORG

sparked arallyin Buropean Union
against carbon permits. . - . '}
On the other hand, other
critics fear that the high cost of
employing consultants to moni-
tor carbon uptake of farm $oils
willmake it impossible for small
farmers to earn income from the
sale of the carbon absorbed by
their soils. Only large landown-
ers are able to reduce carbon
market-transaction costs re:
sulting in a new phase of land-:
grabbing called “soil grabbing.”.

Gina Casti]lo, agriculture pro-;

gram manager at Oxfam America '
and a steering committee member -
of the African CSA Alliance, fears |
* thatfarmers may be left.out of any .
climate-adaptation efforts, Thus, -
former United Nations Secretary |
General Kofi Annanwarns: “These
efforts mmust have at their' heart
smallholder farmers. Without their
participation we will fail.”
Concerns were, likewise, aired.,
about CSA prioritizing mitigation
and carbon sequestration in soils
overfocd secnritvand adambarica

" peningonth

‘téms in- Africa, Asia and Latin
America, called CSA a “meaning-
less label...meant to conceal the
social, political and environmen-
tal implications of the different
technology choices.” .

' “T do not want to be refuting

Biroh

other people’s analysis, opinions,
' perspectives, prejudices or biases
~on CSA. I think that’s for them to
explain their position. Forme, what
matters most is what is really hap-
eground. Whatpeople
\ ‘'are doing, not what they are argu-

. ing about,” Sebastian said.
. “Climate change will impact on:

all' of us. A5 such, inclusive and
cohcerted efforts will be needed
whether you are a big corporate
entity or a small-holder farm. The
big challenge is how we can bring
evérybodyto'startworkinga'nda‘d—,
dressing the challénge. :

“We cannot afford to make the;

.issue of climate change an! ideo-
logical debate. The sooner we can
worktogether and start assuming

ElV-!'fﬁifﬁ"i"CVI’T‘J‘E“"ﬁI'Sit)f-basecl food sys- -

D INITIATIVES SERVICE

!
director of the Philippine Rice Re-
search Institute, pointed out: “In
the case of the Philippines, are we
going to focus on addressing the
interest of our smallholder farm-
ers or the big corporate farms?
For countries, where CCAFS has
been worLk_ip_g, like in Vietnam,
Myanmar;Cambodiaand Lao PDR,
the focus is Very clear—CSA is for
smallholder farmers, how we can
improye ;h?if resilience to climate
change, su:s.:taliinably increase their

- productivity: and contribute to
green agriculture.”

Over at;the International Rice

Research Eij‘s‘gitute (IRRI) in Los
» Bafios, Laguna, scientists point

out that “environmental stresses

- constrain rice production, affect-
- ing about 30 percent of the 700

million pogr in Asia alone who

live in rain-fed rice-growing ar- -

eas. These stresses can be caused
by extreme climatic changes, like

-drought, flooding or risingsealev-

“ els, whilesome canbeinherent, like
‘high-iron toxicity in the sail O -
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_to the rice vanetles deveéloped that
better tolerate Ydrought, salinity,
heat and flooding, and the tools
that enable farmers to save water,
reduce carbon emissions and plant
on less-favorable soils.”

Surpr:rsrngly, fundmg forrice .

research comes mostly from
western cogntries. Ag e 1mate
change threatens resgurce se-
-curity and: awallablhty, IRRI
scientists say, investmetit ‘into
research and development can-
not be ignored! L
IRRI Director General Matthew
Morell revealed;that over 95 per-
cent of fundmg for rice research
from 2010 to 2015 came from the
West., Governments ofi the Asso-
ciation of SoutheastAsxan Natlons
“should seize the opportunity to
drive the next Green Revolution
and securé its'own future food
needs by increasing fundirig sup-
portfor agrlculture R&D [research
and development],” Morell said.
On the whole, sc1entrsts -rom

geningen. University.- Research

. University, of Cahforma Davis,

French’ Agricultural Research
Centre forInternational Develop-
ment UNFAO, CGIAR CCAFSand
Council fér Scientific and Indus-
trial Research— said ° ‘CSAis away
“to; achleve-short- and long-term
agncultural 'development priori-
‘ties in the face of climat.» Lhange

andserveasan mtegratorg:o other

‘development priorities.” «

CSA needs support’ from coun-

triesin® ‘securing the necessarypol—

tionstoenable themto susta:nably
increase agricultural productnnty
and i mcomes, build resilience and
the capacity of agnculturalI and
food systems to adapt toichmate
change and seek opportun1t1es
to reduce and remove greenhouse
gaseswhile meeting their natlonal
food security.” i

At the same time, more knowl-
edge isineeded about CSA, while
continuous interaction between
science, policy-makersand farmers

-essentialnotonlytoalign research

and dec151on-makers, but also to
1mprove the efficiency of 1nvest~
ments to successfully cora;lfront

c11mg§echange o

ey

B Y

- icy, technical and f1nanc1a1 condi- "
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AI.EXANDRA (OUSTEAU

~PHL ‘museums’ of blodlver5|ty, rich marme

life must-see for luxury travelers

environmental advocate for the océans,
representsanew waveofiuxury traveler
heading for El Nico Resorts in Palawan, these
days. Together with her husband and two
children, the granddaughter of legendary
explarer Jacques-Yves Cousteau was a recent

A LEXANDRA COUSTEAU, ﬂl‘mmakerand‘

visitorto three of the four resorts namedafterﬁ
£+ the islands that host them: Miniloc, Lagen

and-Pangulasian,

According to Joey Bernardino, marketlng
directorof El Nido Resorts, whichalsoincludes
Apulit lsland resort: “Cousteat is the epitome
of the responsible traveler, one who favors

+ - destinations that support economic, socialand:

environmental sustainability. And we expect

that her visit will attract inany other guests’
who share her passion for the environment.” .

Cousteauwasin the Philippines racentlyto.
muster support for the campaigns of Oceana, .
the largest international environmental:
organization concerned primarily with oceans .
conservation. She capped her stay in the.
country with a visit to El Nido Resorts that:

hY

W&

included two days of diving with husbaqd
Fritz Neumeyer, a green architect’ based in
Bérlin, and to bring her 5-year-old rdaughter,
Clementine, snorkeling for the first; time.
She observed that there are places in
the Phlllppmes and in El Nido that don't
exist anywhere else in the world.' They are:

like “museums of what [ocean lle] was Ilke .

hundreds of years ago.”
The National Geographic emergmg
explorerwanted her preschooler to experience .

the ocean has to offer”

-Among the diving spots that amazed
Cousteau and her group was South Minilog,
a dive site that was brought 1o the attentmn

. of millions of televiewers by her grandfather

Jacques when he visited Palawan on; the boat
Calypso in 1991, !
“El Nido Environmental Off“cer Elame

Tagudando, who was with Cousteau's group,

recalled: "VISIblllty was good and we got
to see iconic yellow snappers and:cabbage
corals of the area. It was breathtakmg to see

! -

e ———

‘4 .I

different schnols of fish—soldier, snapper
and barracuda—and a trumpet fish couple.
None of us wanted to surface even if our dive
master was banging the tank and calling for

a safety stopy:

 Distinct sites teeming with marine life
and other natural attractions remain the
primary reason responmble travelers favor a
destination, Bernardino said.

“But it w@ik’sf for us to adopt sustainable
practices that help us maintain our natural
attractions. We've realized that the key to our
longevity as a resort is conservation of the
attractions around us”

Javi Hernandez, chief operating officer,
observes that upscale travelers from the West
eager to discover rare marine life, endangered
species and undeveloped natural territories
havebecumeanlchemarketforEI NidoResorts.

ThePhlhppinesupartofthe(oraITrlangIe,
the global center of marine biodiversity. The

‘Solomon IsIands, Palauand Indonesia are also

partoftheTrlangIe Butinmany ofthese places
that boast a staggenng number of species, it
takes hours to move from one marine habitat
to the next,

El Nido Resorts an the other hand offers
quests the advantage of over 800 marine
species, 400 Kinds of corals and 500 marine
vertebrae wnthtn an area of 200 kilometers,

(ousteauarticulatedtheadvantageoffered

* bythe Phlllppmes and Northern Palawan:“It's
them and “to see the extraordinary - wonders 5,

the center of the center of manne bmdrverslty
inthe world” |
Knowing ohly too well the cllfﬂcultles and

" challenges of; gconserving natural heritage
. sites, respons:ble travelers “want to know
. that we sort and recycle our waste so that
"1 onlyS percent.ends up in the dumpsite, that
. weoffer a green menu and serve only seafood
~ that remains bountlful and that 95 percent

of our employees are locals," Bernardino safd.

~ “All these ensuré they will have a‘museurn’ of
. underwater life to come back to and to show
- offto their chlldren "

B

i

t
T e
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More wildlife
recovered in
Eastern Visayas

PALG, Leyte: The number of recov-
ered wildlife increased signifi-
cantly upon the opening earlier
this year of a rescue center in
Cadahug village in this town,
the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR} has reported.

From only five rescued animals
in the previous years, the number
has risent to 40 this year.

The rescue center, which opened
on March 3, is intended to house
wildlife species.

The facility is also open to edu-
cational tours and family trips..

Carlito Tuballa, DENR assistant
regional director; said more wildlifein
search of food or after the destruction
of their natural habitats have been
found in communities here.

“After rescue, our personnel
check the health condition of
these animais before releasing
them back to the wild,” Tuballa
told the Philippines News Agency.

DENR development manage-
ment officer Winston Solite said the
increase in the number of anitals
turned over to the department indi-
cates heightened public awareness
of the value of preserving wildlife.

Pythons are among the most
rescued species.

Recently, 15 pythons were con-
fiscated from the house of alleged
top drug lord Kerwin Espinosa in
Albuera, Leyte.

*The number of animals being
surrendered here is increasing.
Most of them are pythons, [ don't
know why, but maybe because of
the rainy season,” Solite said.

The rescue center provides quaran-
tine and care (o the animals, depend-
ing on their health condition.

" Aveterinarian, the center’s care-

taker, monitors the condition of
each animal daily.

Animals vrith stable health

conditions are then released back
to their natural habitat, preferably
in protected areas of the region.
A seagull and three pythons
were released in Mahagnao Natu-
ral Park in Burauen, Leyte; two py-
thons in Lake Danao, Ormoc City;
two owls in Babatngon, Leyte; and
two pythons in Barugo, Leyte.
On Friday, the DENR released five
pythons, twa lizards and six parrots
within the Samar [sland Natural
Park in Hinabangan town, PNA
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Rescued
W|Id||fe
species
increase

. PALO, Leyte—The number of recov-
ered wildlife has increased mgmf’ cant-
ly this year following the opening of a
‘rescue center here, the Department of ‘
Environment and Natural Resources
said.
! From only five rescued ammals in’
the previous years, the number rose to
40 this year. '-
The rescue center, which opened on
March 3, is intended to house wnldltfe-
species. = - .~.‘ 1‘ v
Thie facility, located in Cadahug Vil -
lage, is also open to educatlona‘l'tours ‘
and family. tnps :
- “After_rescile,our personnel ch l_c
- the health condmon of these.ammals..

“ficer Wmston Sollte said the mcreas
number of turhed over: amma]e-‘
dicates’ helghtEned pubhc awarengss
..l - the value of Ppreserving w1ldhfe‘~“ g
' “The number of animals be:mg’su%‘
rendered’ here: is increasing. ‘s'tl{o'f
.them’ are pythons, I-don’t knt)\ih h}'{*’i
but maybe | because of the ramy season‘”' f
Solite said. . : ' o .
Animals, Wlth stable health K ondic
tions are then released back® to ftheu_’.. i
natural habltat preferably in. protec ¢

areas. of the reglon ‘PNA .
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Uplanders
toact vs.
loggers,

Ik : 1
aingeros
By Ferdie G ,Domingb
CABANATUAN CITY - The
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources has mobi-
lized some 300 upland dwellers

and farmers in Central Luzon to
guard the region’s forests from

ilegal loggers and kaingeros

(slash-and-burn farmers),

Francisco Milla Jr, DENR

regional director for Central Lu-

zon said She'uplandérs belong to -
the Palau Green Planters Asss_m -

' clation Incorporated in Palauig, :
Zambaleq and the Digmala: Tree
Planters’ { Association Incorpo- :
rated in Gabaldon, Nueva Ecija.
Milla said’ they will guard '
357 hectareé of forestlands
WO, - provinces-=25l

hectares |in Nugva 'Ecij_ai and .

in the

106 hecthres in; Zambales not-.:

Ton -illegal logging and
kaingin but also from %p
and grasq fires and other forms
of enviropmental, destruction.

i these" functions .are
in a 25-year commu-
nity basdd” forest: managejment
the two' people’s or-

The uplanders.are the latest
beneficiaties of the CBEMA
12 years gfter 4 moratorinm on

its issuanke was implemented, -

The. GBFMA, Milla said,
wil] helﬁ
rural areas and promote soéial
Justice and equitable acckss-to
forest respurces. . L
Milla [explained * that the
DENR is|not giving land titles
in:forestlands, .only alienable
and dispgsable lands (A and D)
such as #gr
residentigl - areas. “However,

tenurial ixstrument-in the form
- of agree

ent is being awarded

rest -

§ were awarded with, -

S

reducé poverty in

pgricultural land and - -

to upland farimers as proof of .

their 1

itimate_ occupancy -

over theforestiand,” he. said, :

adding:tke agréements, covers
25 years e_:nq’wa}j_b
25year. {..- ¢

ifor another'
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barrler vs storm

LUCENA CITY—The role of'
» Sierra Madre as a protective bar-
rier against typhoons is now be-
ing threatened by illegal’ logging
and . destructive farming prac-
tices in sections of the mountain
ranges that stretches from Que-

zon to Cagayan provinces, envi-

' ronmentalists warned.

Fr., Pete Montallana, presi- -

dent of Save Sierra Madre Net-
work Alliance (SSMNA), said all
storms that entered the country
and passed through the Sierra
Madte - ' had weakened and
spared-population centers from
widespread desiruction,

“Sierra Madre is now losing
her capamty to absorb a storm s

‘tallana s observation,
"Slerra Madre’s forest cover has
,sharply decreased.

fury because of rampant illegal
logglng and other destructive
activities,” Monta]lana said on
Fnday by

Both Supertyphoon “Lawin”
{international name: ' Haima)
and Typhoon “Katen” (interna-
tignal name: Sarika) weakened
when these hit the mountains
and crossed the. Slerra Madre,
considerably reducmg the dam-
age that the storms brought.

Juhet Borlon-Aparicio, area
director of Tanggol Kalikasan-
Southern Luzon, shared Mon-

saying

Aparicio said without Sierra

‘Madre as a natural barrier, high-

ly populated commumhes
would be 'very vulnerable, Es !

The Slerra Madre has the,

Iargest remalnmg tract of old-
growth tropical rainforesti inthe
Philippines. It spans Luzon 3
northeastem coast from'" Ca-
gayan provmce in the north to

- Quezon province in the south.

The longest mountain range
inthe country, alsoknown as the
“backbone” of Luzon, Slerra'
Madre has 1.4 million hectares of
forests, representing 40 percent

. of the Phlhppmes forest cover

Early ' this month, govern-

" ment-forest rangers recovered
more™than 3j000 illegally cut.

10 ¥
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’ Source:www.documentlng:Ita.com/the—communlties.html .
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" logs abandoned

in Gener
Nakar town in northern Qjj ezm
This area in the Sierra Mafir
considered to be a hot spot fc
illegal loggmg gperations. .
Former Pre51dent Aqulm
through Proclamation No. 22

. signed on Aug, 10, 2011, declare

Sept. 26 as “Save Sjerra Madi

~ Day” in a bid to step'up rehabil

tation and conservanon of th
mountain ranges.

That dag} c01nc1ded w1th th
second annlversary“of Trop1c¢
Storm “Ondoy,” which dumpe
record amounts of rain, tha
triggered widespread’ ﬂoodmi
It killed 464 people. —bz :
MALLARIJR. INQ )
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 CAGAYAN.DE ORO.CITY
* 3¢ [nternational River Summit

] !,',7 THE 3¢ lnternatlonal River Summit, scheciuled onl

-in Decembier. 2011 following heavy rains from.i 1

A+ second in Mariking. Repartment of Environment.
J - and Natural Resoyrces Region 10 Director Ruth
" M. Tawantawan said this year's discussions will

.- build consensus that;will address gaps inpolicy .
+ and programs implefnentation of the river basin -
! ‘management and expand avenues for greater ;- - &

NORTHERN.MINDANAO:

to fOCI.IS on Cagayan river basin

Nov. 24-25, will be hetd in this city where 1,292 -
people died when the Cagayan River overflowed’

typhoon Sendong (international name: Washl)
The forum, organized by the Intematlonal River '
Foundation, was first beld in Itoilo City and the

focus on the Cagayan river basin, a major inland
body of water in-Mindanao. She said: “We will

cooperatlen In finding sustainable solutidns for :.
development and environmental stewardship.” ¥
- Mark D. Francisco VoL
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Volcano erupts a'3rd tlme sendmg small'volcamu debr [
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By Mar S. Arguelles, ; .
EMichael B, Jaucian. /¥ & ;
.and Rey Anthony ORt il
E@Team_ﬁiduirer' K B

B EE

» .-
"sBULUSAN, SORSOGCR o c . .
‘curencges” in Bulusan. Phivolcs

tduring the past week, Mount B

CB. o e e o
u-- barangay: of San Rafael and Sa-

tlusan in Sorsogon belched out .

}gray ash plumes in a series of mi- -
ynor phreatic (steam-driven) erup- |
ytons that sent ash raining over
tvillages in the towns of Bulusan,
yCasiguran and Irosin, threatening

bang;ihgilnosin town during the
Oct, 1g eruption. - -

»4dn Casiguran town, Luisito

Mghdoza, the town’s MDRRMC,
; "‘.sf_ficer, said at léast 350 houses

*crops and endangering the health; 782y [nlagadian from the Oct. 21

*of some residents. L
! * Antopio Banares, 64, 4 resi-

.dent of Barangay Central in Bu- :
lusan town near the slope of the |

ivolcand said he thought the ash
(falling from the sky last week
twas just drizzle, '

F

.

yash ahd that the volcano had a
'{minor phreatic) eruption. I saw
ythe ash thicken and I thought,
ithis. is' bad, especially for my .
*heart condition,” he said.
Banares and other résidents
in 11 -barangays in Bulusan had-
been suffering from the’effects -
‘of phreatic eruptions on Oct. 17,
a9 and-2n:
‘Reduction . and = Management
" iCouncil (MDRRMC) of Bulusan
jsaid the villages of Dancalan,
{Madlawon, Poctol, Sapngah,

bang, Mabuhay, San Rafa¢l'and !
{San Bernardo bore the brunt of |

the ashfall which dumped up to

nhalf a millimeter thick of ash, . -
Fimes coming from the vol- :

cano drifted to the villages$ of .

San Jose and San Francisco. g
~ **The Philippine Instituf
Volcanology and Seigmi

{(Phivolcs) also fou
ftraces of ashfall in i

' - “I became aware that it was. -

The Municipal Disaster Risk |
&

.

Dapdap, -Looban, Central, Sa-

K
.~ iinterview that the steam-driven

' eruptions- .are “normal oc-

Feruption. . - ‘
ge At least 10 residents were’
treated for vomiting and stomach
ache, said Mendoza. Masks were

 also distributed toresidents. - -

| "} He saidi“if.thé sithation gets

| worse,” i)fﬁéial_s ~would order

BN L DA "'"i : . :

preemptive evacuation.

! Nerma Ricero, principal of

. Inlagadian -Elementary School,

' éHliceled classesEriday after 310°

ed" difficuity in-

| ciliceled class
- students Yepolg :
g concentrating on: :
: Bulusan Mayor Mike Guysayko
. also orderéd classes suspended
(in eight ‘elementary :dnd sec-
1 ondary schools. ‘
" Farmer Salvador Hajas, 33,
i said the cOnﬁﬁgggEaruption of Bu-

> litsan volcand Bfaes;roymg Ccrops.
Uy

*“Qur produce are ,’a;ffected. They
get rotten diieto ash,” he said.

! Renard; Fullon Garados;
- MDRMMC officer in Bulusan
. town, said officials are conduct-
: ' piiseholds
r:

: Ed Laguerta; PHj
dent vo_lcanologisJﬂﬁ: s
Legazpi City, said in a’previous

meiégfk_g‘ssons. ‘

has recorded at least 20 ‘erup-
i, [ T
tions siice May last year.

&ére covered by ash in Baran- . gicat

m a, Laguerta said.
- -Garados, however, jsaid vol-

canic lash ‘is harmful to people
‘with weak lungs and:who are

FrT ‘
.suf,fering-fromasthmai.u L
He said the Bulusan MDR-
G ‘rd already supplied
NEAYS with medicines for
. de%gs Wwho need these, .
Fhivolcs extended the radius.

of the permanent danger zope

clp,ﬂnc_i, Mount Bulusan :from 4
It to 6 km. The extension wag
orfered by Phiyolcs on Oct. 18
aﬁtgr the Oct, 17 phreatic érup-
tton but it became effective Oct.
19. aftet the second. eription.

- Alert level one remains i effect

0 8 L L
over Fulu;ap volcano. ING
~ . - [
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Bul_usan s newest er 2ru

lasts 15 mmutes

Bulusa
‘Volcano'In | |
Sorsogon l
' spews ash

ina 15-min-
+ ute phreatic
a explosion;'

yesterday‘ 4

. PHOTD COUH
. OF JEHIC DE LA

Bulusan Volecano in Sor

sogon generated anotier phre-
atic eruption yesterday that

lasted for 15 minutes, the Phil- .
ippineInstitute of Volcanology '

and Sexsmology (Phwolcs)
said. A
Yesterday's exPloswn the

fourth recorded in a iWeek T
produced a dirty white| to grays-
ish ash column thatreached 2.5 -
kilometers high and dr1fted.-

west-southwaest.

The agency, howexlrer, did.

not mention in its ‘report

_'whether there were cemmum-
-originated frofmsth
-also; transplred atthe 8
vent. f

‘lusan during the past2hoturs.

'volcano is still in an “abnor- -

. undeérway, Eeneath the volcano

4 or phreahc! eruptions.”
- The agency continued to

crater; while a smallé ‘warn the’ ‘public against en-

" around the volcarno.
Three p"hreatlci eruptions
were recorded at Bulusan
~Bulusan remains|3i8A I& t* last Oct..17, 19 and 21, which
Level'1, which means that the” brought qurumal ash fall in
some v1llag‘es in the towns of
mal” state. Phivolcs noted that . Bulusan, Irgsin and Casiguran.

P]:uvolcs recorded atot
24 volcanic earthquakes at Bu-

| that may Iéad to steam-driven :

tering the four-kilometer ra-. |
dius permanent-danger zone '

”hydrothermal processes are ¢ | —Helen Flores



