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Folfow;ing Bhutan’sjleéd, Envi-: *

. Tonment Secretaryf,_Gina.Lopez:'
wants Philippine progtess mea- .

sured by a Gross National Hap-y

piness (GNH) indeéx/;

In a press conference at the-

Department of :Environment.
and Natural Resources :(DENR)

main officé inl Quezon City yes-
terday, Lopez bared:tier;plans to
use - the ‘Himalayan.. kingdom’s
GNHrindex as a performance in--

' “area s management - program”
willbe implemented. | = .

“I am convinced the way we:
can get our country rout-of

poverty is by taking care of the

environment to the benefit of .

the. community. We will prove

that-at these 29 sites, And ‘out-
number-one performance indi-
cator," the umbrella ofiwhat we
are gunning for is [not money|
but happiness,” Lopez said : - . _
- “Irv Bhutan, their goal is not -
GDP.[Gross Domestic. Product],

; e A o T
- Munities where ‘the DENR's:

. gence sites,l' Lopez said.

money,
¢ v _
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very little poverty. Zero crime,
zero drugs, They have "z‘glfo-fip,r—
ruption. They take such %obd
care of the énvironment. They
sell hydropower to India. Their

annual revenues are two billjon.

And they'ré not even one million
people. They must be doing
something good. We wantto:try
out the model in our 2g coriver-
iy

Lopez said she planned toset .
up a “National Happiness” desk
atthe DEN:R_ - .

For this'purpose, Lopez in-

dicator in 29 marginalized com-:
. . e et AT

Saamdu Chetri, the executive di-
. Tector-of' Bhutan’s GNH. Center,
: ;,.g%::':plahi-the concept of GNH in
- dlgeries of lectures inschools na-
-tionwide:; ot g

' GNH, a term'. coined by

Bhutan's { fourth .. king' Jigme-

Singye ‘Wangchuck, has..four

“pillars”;: _Sustainablg;and equi-

their goal is GNH. And they have

vited to the Philippipes Dr.
Ca o, ‘

. PR ——— e

- ing sta.ndar.ds;' education;'healt:ﬁ: :

' table:. socioeconomic . develop-

. ment; conservation and promo-

tion of ‘a: vibrant ' ¢ulture;: envi--

ronmental protection, and good
governance. B B
.~These.;are  further. broken

Kl

down into:nine “domains”; Liv- -

pCEV Rt

r

environment; -community vitalfs -
ty; time-use; psychological weli- -
being; good governance; and cui- -
tural resilience and pramotion -
The index currently measures 134
variables, from 33 indicators,  !f.’
“Our GNH is based on human »
holistici, development, not on -
what the country provides. It is oo
based on human needs,” Chetri;
explained: Of the .33 indicators; -
16 belong to the individual and |
family, six are the tesponsibiiity, -«
of the community, while 11 are | N
about governance. iNQ '
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By CAl__l-g. ORDINAR!O.,_ﬂ@cuo__bm C

whi_ché;ghe Philippines missed out

HE Philippines’s nickel supply in
the next few years will depend
. on mining policies implemented
in the country, the World Bank said,

In its latest Commodity Markets
Cutlook, the World Bank said the
suspension of operationsof several
mining firmsby the Department of
‘Environmentand Natural Resolrc-

es (DENR) has already. resﬁlt_ed in

_ economic losses for the country. !

Ni_ckgl prices, the World Bank

added, surged 16 percent due'to

strong stainless-steel ‘demand,

140 .
~on dug to the suspensions. '

“The'nickelmarket hadalready
moved into deficitwith falling pro- 1
duction output in the Philippine§
due to depletion, and declining .
NPI [nickel pig iron] production
in China,” the World Bank said.

The suspension of mining per-
mits has effectively suspended
55 petcent of the country’s nickel
prodqu;ion, equivalent to over 10 .
percent of global supply, the bank
'added.! o : R

The:iWashington-based lender

-

duction is exported to.China fo
its NPI production, o
- "Apartfromthe country’smining
policies, the World Bank said Indo-
nesia’s plan to revisit ifs January
2014 ore-export ban will also be
a factor in increasing production.
The World Bank said the ban in
Indonesia wasdesigned toencour-
agevalue-added domestic process-
~ ingin the country. )
Revisiting the ban, the World
Bank added, could aHow compa-
" nies to export ore that.are in the
process of constructing smelter/
refining operations. E

' SInventories remain higﬁ, but

. key drivers will be policy devel-
opments in the Philippines and

Indonesia,” it said. )

The World Bank also raised its
2017 forecast for crude-oil prices
as members of the Organization
of the Petroleum Exporting Coun-
-tries prepare to limit production
afteralongperiod of unrestrained
output. . o P

The World Bank sajd oil prices

could increase to $55 per barrel

from $53 per barrel.
* Energyprices, whichinclude oil,

_naturalgasand coal,;are projected -
‘ . . Lot [

said the Philippines’s nickel pro- - .

T ——

[
to jurpip‘almo_st 25 percent overall .
next year, a larger increase than
anticipated in-July.

- However, oil pricesare expected
to average $43 per barrel in 2016,
unchanged from the July report,

The World Bank’s Commodity
Markets Outlookispublished quax-
terly—in January, April, July and
October. Itprovidesdetailed mar-
ket analysis for major commodity
group}sjé'including énergy, metals,
agriculture, precious metals and
fertilizers. Price forecaststo 2025 -
for 46 commodities are presented
along Tﬂirith historical price data.
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- Market moving into d
PR S C e L
By Ronnel W, Domingo h prpdu;tion inthe Philippines,

@ronwdomingoINQ " - N
lobal prices ‘of ‘nickel.
jumped 16 percent amid
strong demand, for stain-
less steel as well as thean-

ticipated tightening of gutput

from the Philippines following
an audit of mine operations; ac-
cording to the World Bank. -*
In its latest quarterly teport
on the commodity markets out-

look, the World bank said the -

nickel market .. had already
moved into deficit with falling

L

. In the third quarter, nickel
prices, rose ;to an average of.
$10,258  per metric ton from.

$8,823 in the second quarter, "

“Third-quarter prices. were,

the highestso far in 2016, which K
_startéd at '$8,508 in the firgt *

quarter, . . =

ter ending Séptember was just 3
percent shy of the $10,579 per
ton recorded in the same period
of2015. v

5 1

. 1 tonsinaouy.
Further, prices in the quar- / :

Citing data from the World
Bureau of+Metal Statistics, thew.

Eﬁéit with falling production in PH

' H |">\ t
‘report shows tl'lléf _
\bines produced Iéﬁ,ooo metric
“tons of unrefined nickel in 2015,
accounting for
global supply, - _ _
. Last year's ‘mine output
from the Philippines -meant a
drop'of 23 percent from 411,000

Also, the 2015 output was

2013 -(316,000 tons) and 2012
(318,000 tons). Ll"] ‘
P Im 2015, ° the
Philippines was the e—

i
i

{

top ,producer of unq -> Bg
3y, o Lt .

st

IVES SE BYICE

/the Philip- -

17 percent of

, just about the same as that in
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refined mckel

FH“H B] with the Russran‘

Federatlon at far

second wrth 2(;‘4,000 tons. . -

The Phlhpplnes was aleo‘

top producer in 201_4, accoun.t

-ing for 20 percentw of world--(

wide supply
The country gained the lead

after Indonesia. restricted ‘the-
export of partlally processed-
-minerals including nickel.

The World Bank noted that
last September, the Depart-

ment of Envrronment and Nat-- .
ural Resources recommended

the suspensnon of nickel mine
operations that, together rep-
resented 55 percent of domes-

tic output or more than 1o per-
cent of global supply, .

“Nearly all of Phrhpprne ex~ _
ports are shipped to China to

feed its nickel pig iron. (NPJ)
praduction,” the multllateral

_lender said.

.. 'The World Bank added that
the nickel market had already

" moved into deficit mth fallmg
-production output
',Phlhppmes due to depletron.
. and the declining NPI produc-
“tioriin China, = |-, : '

ini the

“Meanwhlle Indonesra m—

tends to revisit'its January 2014
_ore export ban, (which was) de-

signed ‘to encourage Value-
added domestic processmg ca:

pac1ty and may allow compa—

. nies to export ore that are in

the process of constructing
smelter/reﬁmng operations,”
the bank‘sald

Inventones remain hlgh
but key drwers will be policy
developments in the Phrhp-

pines and Indonesia,” it
added.. | | o
Phlhppme Envrronment

Secretary{Regma Lopez earlier
said the Ia.udlt of mines would
8o on “unabated.” She has also
ordered the review of about
800 -envirénmental compli-
ance cernﬁcates that the DENR

has Issued mcludmg those for

mining ventures INQ
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Tobal Ferromckel
‘Holdings, Inc. has
signed a Memoran-
dum of Cocperation
'(MoC) with China state-owned
enterprise’ Baiyin Nonferrous
Group Co., Ltd. which will include
studying t] the 2 feasibility of a $500 to
$700 mﬂh nns%mless steel plant.

The agreen&ent was signed -

| during President. Rodrigo Du-

terte’s state visit to China. FNT -

- is the second largest nickel pro-

iy,

ducer in the Philippines and the
largest single lateritic mine ex-
porter in the world while Baiyiri

is one of the largést producers of
. -‘non-ferrous mefals in China.

FNI and Baijih signed the
MoC “to promote closer indus-
trial and commercial coopera-
tion;as both companies recog-
nize the economic benefits of

- & partnership arising from the

| avallabmtyoflow-costmckelore-
g mthe Philippines.” "

Eursuant to the MoC, FNI

' Tan ﬁalyxn intend to. develop

ong -term strateglc partner—

NfiChinese firm plan
@-M steel plant’®

I.Cha:rman Joseph C. Sy.

shxp and work closely together
in-evaluating the economlc
feasibility of various natural
resources projects in the Phlhp— '
pines, mcludmgprovxdmgtrade
financing to the operations of
FNI’s Ipilan mine in Palawan.
‘Also, FNI and Balym will®
cooperate and evaluate invest-.
ments in value-added down-

_ stream projécts in the IThlhp-'

pines, including evaluatmg the
feasibility of constructmg an.
mtegrated 200-series stamless
steel plant in the Phlhppmes
with an annual capaeity of one
miliion tons using lower grade
nickel ore sourced in the| Phil-

;;ppmes (an’estimated |total

1nvestment of around $500 t0'

'$700 mllhon)

“We see Ba1y1n as a strong
partner who will playa v1tal role.
with us in creating greater s value
added in the nickel value cham .
in the Philippines,” said FN I
I

‘Initurn, BalymChalnnar}I.aao‘
I\Imgsa;dBaJymlsIoolungfmTward
to a long and'mutuaily beneﬁcla] ’
partners}up with FNI. 1

I
LW_._.;; L__L-_ —
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:_L_opez orders Cebu landfill closed

By MARS W. MOSQUEDA' -'R T trigger an environmental hazard. When Osmena took over City Ha]hl, he
The Inayawan landfill came under close  reopened the facility saying the deal with
EBU CITY - Environment Secre-  scrutiny after Cebu City Mayor Tomas the private landfill operator was not covered
tary Gina Lopez has ordered the Osmend ordered its reopening. by a contract.
‘closure of the Inayawan Sanitary Councilor Joel Garganera has filed a The Depariment of Health in (‘entral
Landfill in Cebu City, saymg itis. petition for the landfill’s closure. Garganera  Visayas earlier advised the City government
too close to the sea. alsourged Lopez to fire Environmental Man-  to close the landfill because it is a health
ar Lopez who was in Cebu recently, had agement Board 7 divector William Cufiado  hazard.
sa1d she supports the rehabilitation of the for keéping her misinformed about the real “The disposal area is not anymore ﬂ.llt-
landfill but changed her mind after learnmg situation at the landfill. able as a sanitary landfill even if rehahili- '
}léat the facility was nearthe sea. = Osmefa said he has not recelved anof- tated, considering its location within the city, .
*I'didnot know at first that the site was  ficial order from the DEN R, butis obligated  the number of residents and the increasing
tuallynear the sea. If I had known earlier,” to follow the law. population of the city, the neighboring cities

ould really have it closed;” she said. During the mayorship of Michael Rama,  and towns, and the expected increase in
Lopez said that with climate change the city. closed the dump and hauled the  number of commercial centers, transporta-
qausmg ocean levels to rise, trash dumped  garbage to a private landfill in nearby Con-  tion and tourist concerns,” the DOH-Central
akong the coasts is swept fo theseaandcould  solaciontown; o Visayas said in an inspection report.
uﬂ’ 3 L .

.-

TOO NEAR 'I'HE WA'I'ER A mountaln of trash at the Inayawan landfill looms over the coastal
area. DENR Secretary Gina Lopez clted water poliutlon as the main reason for ordering
the closure of the waste facility, (.luan Carlo de Vela)
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DENR wants Cebu landfill closed

Michael Rarlna, the City closed .

CEBU CITY - Envrronment
Secretary Gina Lopez has ordered
the immediate closure of the
Inayawan Sanitary Landfill in
Cebt City-due to its nearness to
the-sea. '

Lopez, who was in Cebu for.
various activities, earlier said’

she supports the rehabilitation
of the fandfill but;later changed

her mind after learning that the .

dumpsite was near the sea.
"I did not know at first that the

site was actually néar the sea. If 1.

would have known eartier, I would
really have it closed. I'm not in

favor of a dumpsite near the sea.. B
With climate change causing the -
seas to rise, trash being dumped. .
' there and swept o the sea could
cause an environmental hazard,”

Lopez said.

“The issue on the Inayawan
landfill came to light after Cebu
City Mayor Tomas Osmefia
ordered its reopening after he
was.elected mayor,

Councilor Joel Garganera,
however, filed a Betltron seeking
the landfill’s closiire ‘and urged®

"Lopez to frre En\uronmental

- TR

Management Board 7 director

" William Cufiado for allegedly

misleading the DENR Secretary
on the real situation at the
landfill, .

Osmefia said there isno 0fﬁc1a|
order yet but he is obligated. to
follow the law.

. During the mayorshlp .of

the dumpsrte and delivered the
garbage tola private landfill in
nearby ConSolacion town.
Osmefia, however, stopped
the practice saying the deal was
not covered by a contract. He,
instead, reopened the dumpsite.

(Mars W. Mosqueda, Jr.)

| | _ LOWER HALF
OFFICE NEWS CLIPPINGS

c5DENR secretary Gina Lopez wants the lnayawan Landfill as it was

sltuated just beside a coastal area in Cebu. (Juan Carlo de Vela)
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Capiz river
clean-up

fmj'

o

ILOILO CITY Riverbank set- |
tlers along Panay River in Caplz
province must be relocated to give
way to the river’s rehabilitation.

.. Therelocation illegal settlers and
the dismantling ofillegal structures
along the river were recommended
by the Save Panay River Couricil and
Task Force. N

The elean-up of the river followed
findings by the Department of En-
vironment and Natural Resources
(DENR-Capiz) of high levels of coli:
form bacteria in its waters.

DENR-Capiz Director Valentin
Talabero has blamed the pollution to
massive dumping of garbage and un-
treated wastewater into the river.

The task force is led by Capiz
Governor Antonio del Rosario.

‘Proyincial legal consultant Ron-
nie T. ’Dadlvas urged local gov-
eérnments to consider providing
relocation sites for the riverbank
settlers.

The Panay River runs through 16
towns in Capiz. .

+ Dadivas said that if a local gov-
ernment cannot provide a reloeation
site, it must provide financial aid to
the. settlers (Tara Yap)

R SRt L1 AT E
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on cllmate change

'8 typhoons and hurrlcanes battered

lands around the world this month,

nations reached varlous agreements

aimed at mlmmlzmg the climate
change believed respon51ble for the worsening
natural disasters.

On October 5, the Paris Agreement for which
196 nations submltted Nationally Determined
Contributions to the goal of limiting the rise in
global temperature to 2 degrees Celsius, was
declared to have reached the threshold for eniry
into foree. On this date, the threshold was reached
with 81 countries ratifying the agreement. It for-
mally enters into force on November 4.

On October 6, the United Nations reached
accord on a global system aimed at reducing
pollution from international aviation. It requires
airlines to compensate for emissions growth after

2020 by funding environmental initiatives. At least -

65 nations, including the United States, :China,
and Europe, which account for 83 percent of all
international flights, agreed tojoin the agreement
which is expected to remove pollution equlvalent
to that produced by 35 million cars each year.

Then on Octpber: ,15#negot1ators frm over170.

countries reétingi li, Rwanda, reached a le-

educe t}i% worldvnde use

r

l
N
) .
1
i:r

e’*" \greements

of chémical coolants called hydrofluorocarbons .
or HFCs used extenswely in refrigirators-. and
air-conditioners. HFCs are'a greenhouse gas. mth
1, 000 times the heat- trappmg potency of carbon
dioxide. As early as 2013, US President Obama and
China’ Pres1dentX1 Ji mpmg had agreed to reduce
their nations’ use of HFCs,

“This-will be the trlfecta of international cli-
mate agréements,” said Andrew Light who had
been with the US negotlators “It’s Just extraor—
dinary.” .

The Phlhppmes had a leadmg roleﬂn the
approval of the Paris agreement in December,
2015, but President Duterlte has expressed some

reservations about it, saylmg that the Philippine
commitment to reduce its‘carbon feotprint by 70..
percent by 2030 may set back its economic de- .
‘velopment. New Secretary of Environment and
Natural Resources Gina: Lopez said she hopes
to expldin the benefits of the agreement and win
President Duterte’s approval
With virtually all the nations of the world 1 now
moving as. one on climate change, on so many
" levels and in so many fields from home refrigira-
c;.,lr.lon to. international awatlon, W mu;t not be left
behmd &thls worldwide moverient for cleaner
greener ‘and safer planet’ Earth o
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Three agreements | :
“on climate change ',‘-

S typhicons and hurricanes battered lands around the world this mont:h nations
eached various agreéments aimed at minimizing the climate change belleved
responsible for the worsening natural disasters. -

-On October 5, the Paris Agreement, for which 196 nations submitted Natlonally
Determined Contnbutlons to the goal of limiting the rise in global temperature to
2 degrees Celsius, was declared to have reached the threshold for entry into force.
On this date, the threshold was reached with 81 countries ratifying the agreement
It formally enters into force on November 4. . - Ii

On October 6, the United Nations reached accord on a global system:: almed at
reducing pollutlon from international aviation. It requwes airlines to compensate
for emissions growth after 2020 by funding environmental: initiatives. At least 65
nations, including the United States, China, and Europe, which account for 83
percent of all international flights, agreed to join the agreement which rslexpected
to remove pollution equivalent to that produced by 35 million cars each year.

Then -on ‘October 15, negotiators from over 170 countries meetlng in Kigali,
Rwanda, reached a legally binding accord to reduce the worldwide use of chemical
coolants called hydroﬂuorocarbons or HFCs used extenswely in refngerators and
air-conditioners. HFCs are a greenhouse gas with 1,000 times the heat~trapp|ng
potency of carbon dioxide. As early as 2013, US Pre5|dent Obama and China
President Xi Jinping had agreed to reduce thelr nations’ use of HFCs, ... .

“This will be the trifecta of international climate agreements,” said Andrew Light
who had been with the us- negotrators “It's just extraordinary.” . |y

The Philippines; had a leading role in the approval of the Paris agreement in
December, 2015, but President Duterte has expressed some reservations-about it,
saying that the Ph|||pp|ne commitment to reduce its carbon footprint by 70 percent
by 2030 may set back its economic development. New Secretary of Enwronment
and Natural Resources Gina Lopez said she hopes to explain the beneﬁts of the
agreement and win President Duterte’s approval.. G

With virtually all the nations of the world now moving as one on cllmate change
on so many levels and in,so many fields from home refrigeration to mternatronal
avratlon, we must not be left:behind in th|s worldwn:le movement for a.cleaner,
greener and safer planet Earth. o s
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't
ngayoh buWah, nagkaisa'naman ang mga bansa sa 1ba tlbangkasunduan na'aJayumng
maijbsan an élgto ng chmate change na plnammwalaang x;esponsable sa tu'mmndmg
kalamldac_l PIvL EX COFEE I 5 ;
Oktubre 5 ngayong taon nang ang  Paris Agreemenb nangnagsurmte ang 1915 na bansa
ng kam—k é‘.ng National Determmed Contributions sa hangaring limitahan ang
pagtaas ng g pand elgdlgang temperatura sa 2 degrees Celsms, ayideklarang umdbot na sa
antas na mas a.rina itong maipatupad. Sa kasalukuyan,’ nasa 81 bansa naangna ahplka '
sa kasundpan PormaI na itor g}1patutupacl sa Nobyembre 4 E
Noong Oktubre 6, nagkaroon na ng kasunduan'dng, Umted Nations pargsa isang
: pandalgdxg g sistema na: layumng bawasan ang polusyor i'mula sa panda Lgdlgang,
2 3 anyan roplanc na mag bayad ng
pagdarm ng enu55{ons matapos ang 2020 sa pa;mamagﬁan ng pag rkakaloob

‘ syatlbang makakalikasan. Nasa 65 b@nsa, kabllang ang Umted States,
China, atEur UTOPE, *na bumubi6 $a 83 porsiyento ng lahat ng pandaigdigang blyahe sa
hlmpapaév;ld ang nagkaisang maklklbahagl sa kasundkuan na #%naasahang s %ugpo sa
polusyon'na Katiimbas ng nahhiha nig nasa 35 milyong sasakya.n kada taon.

At mtong' tubre 15; nagkasundu—sundo ang mga negosyador mula sa ah1g1t
170 bansax_lg gpulong sa. Iﬁlgah Rwanda, sa isang legal at: nagbubuklod najnawaan .
na hangari _'hwasan ang paggamlt ng chemical coolapts s mundo na tin ?wag na

" hydrofluorgcarby ns o HFCet 1ia kada]asang gmagarmt satga refngerator at air-conditioner.

* Ang HFCs ay greenhouse gas nia 1,000 beses na mas ma} di kaysa carbon dioxi e ]}Ioong
2013, nagkasundo sina US Pre nf;Barack Obama at Cl;unese President Xi Jmpmg na
babawasan ang paggamit ng kam-kamlang bansa ng HFCs oo i

“This wxll be the trifecta of mternanonal climate agteements," sinabi ni Andrew Light
na kabilang sa mga negosyador muld sa Amerika. “I¢’s justextragrdinary.” [

Malaki ang naging papé‘l ng Plhpmas upang maaprubahan ang kasunduan sa Paris
noong Disyembre 2015, subalit nagpahayag si Pangulong ‘Dniterte ng pag-aalangan
dito, sinabirig'maaaring magkaroon ng negatibong epekto sa ekonomlya ng a.nsa ang
pangangaka hg Pilipinas na babawasan ang carbon footprint nito ng 70 por&yent?}pagsapxt

aman ni Secretary of Environment and Natural Resources Gllna Lopez

- '., =l

na umaasa siyang malpahhwanag upang maaprubahan m Pangulong Duterte s '?ng mga

pakmabang ng ansa sa nasabing k kasunduan

At ngay gkakaisa;ﬁg”l:c mik ilos ang mga bansa sa mundo laban sa chmate change,
sa napaka:\a{gjitﬂ\g antas at napakaranung larangan, mula sa refngerator sa bahay hanggang
sa pandaxgdlgang biyahe sa:hxmpapahnd marapat lamang na:hindi tayo mapagfiwanan
sa sama-samang,pagkllos ug mundo p{ara saisang mas’ mahms at: mas ligtasna planetang
Earth. - i SR S Bt

o JRE——-
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Zambales, N. Ecija farmers get lands
~SAN FERNANDO, Pampanga — The Department of Environ--
. ment and Natural Resources (DENR) has awarded 357 hectarés
of forestlands to upland farmers in Zambales and Nueva Ecija.
" Francisco Milla Jr,, DEN R-Central Luzon director, said peo-
‘ple’s organizations Palauig Green Planters Association Inc. in
Zambales got 106 hectares while the Digmala Tree Planters
Association Inc. in Nueva Ecija received 251 hectares. _
* . The organizations signed a 25-year community-based for-
- est management agreement with the DENR.
“It's a tenurial instrument in the form of agreement award-
- ed to upland farmers as proof of their legitimate occupancy:
over the forestland,” Milla said. : L
- Hesaid peoples”organizations assume-the responsibility of f:

:protechng the areas against illegal logging and forest desh‘uctizén -
‘under the agreement, . - Ding Cervantes, Ramon Efren Lazaro
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Upland farmers in CL and N E get
‘tenure certificates under CBEMP:

By HENRY EMPENO
' Correspondent

ers from two people’s organizations (POs)

in Central Luzon became the latest ben-
eficiaries of the revived Community Based-
Forest Management Program (CBFMP), a
forest-governance tool for which the Philip-
pines has been recognized as pioneer in the
wholeof Asta. . | v

According to Dir. Franosco Milla Jr. of the
Region 3 office of the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources (DENR), the
agencyrecentlyawardedatleast 357 hectares
of forestlands to upland farmérs in Central
Luzon in a bid to reduce poverty in rural ar-
easand promote social justice and equitable
access to forest resources,

The latest beneficiary groups were the
Palauig Green Planters Association [nc. in
Palauig, Zambales which rece:ved tenurial
rights to 106 hectares of forest lands; and
the Digmala Tree Planters Association Inc.in
-Gabaldon, Nueva Ecua, which was awarded
with 251 hectares. The CBFMP certificate, in
both cases, was good for 25 years.

“The CBFMP entitles the POs to rehabili-
tate the forestland they occupy and develop
it through agroforestry scheme"Milla said in
a news statenent released on Frlday

He added that the beneficiaries of the
program “can also develop Iy their area live-
lihood opportunities not dependenit on for-
est products, and utilize the resources found
therein, but subject to existing forestry and
environmental laws, rules and regulations”

Milla, however, hastened to explain that
the DENRis*notgiving land titles [for] forest-
lands, [but] only for alienable and disposable

I BA, Zambales—Around 300 upland farm-

lands [Aand Disuchas agncultural landsand -

residential areas?,

“(The) tenurial instrument in the form of
agreement s being awarded to upland farm-
ers [only] as proof of their legitimate, occu-
pancy over the forestland,” he added.

also actwely involved in the Natlonal Green-
ing Prograim of the government

Under the CBFMP, the benef‘ iciary group
assumes the responsibility of protectlng the
entite forestlands within their: area against l-
legalloggingand otherunauthorlzed extrac-

tion of forest products. They are also tasked.

to guard against kaingin or slash-and-burn
agriculture, forest and grass f' ire, and other
forest destruction,

The groups, whose mem bers are depu-
tized as environment and natural resources
officers, arealsarequired to assistthe DENR
in the prosecution of vuolators of forestry
and environmental laws; observe all laws
and_regulations on forest management;
prepare and implement a resource-man-
agement plan; and formulate and imple-
ment benefit:sharing schemes among
their members. I
‘ The DENR, on the other hand would en-

~ sure' that the beneficiary groups have the

exclusive occupation and use of forestland
covered in the CBFMP, as well : as the forest
products found in theirarea. : .

Theagreementcovenng the CBFMParews
are renewable for another 25 years, subject
to compliance by the people’s orgamzatlons
to the set requirements. !

The CBFMP, hailed asa success inthe Phil-
|pp|nes intermsofensuring sustalnablhtyof
forestresourcesand equitabledistribution of
access and benefits to farmer-beneﬁaanes,
has recently beenrevived bythe government
afterai 2-year hibernation.

Milla said that under the Ieadershap of
Secretary Regina Paz L. Lopez) the DENR is
set for transformation from justa regulatory

-agency “Into a development institution that

will provide livelihood opportunities, brings
social justiceandempowerupland communi-

ties, especially the poorest among the poor”

According to the DENR Region 3 office,
there are now 116 CBFM agreements given

out to farmers groups In Central Luzon.
These covered mara than 16000 hartarac
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in Central Luzonannoun ed yesterday
the awarding of a total of 357 hectares
of forestlands to upland farmers in
Zambales and Nueva Ecija under the
CommumtyBased “Forest Management
“Program (CBFME). ‘

.DENR Regioni:3 D1rector Francisco -

Milla, Jr. said the distribution of these
parcels of land is part of the national
government’s bid to reduce poverty
in'rural areas and promote social
justice and eqmtable access to forest
resources. -k

Milla said sald the People’s Organi-
zations (PO) of Palauig Green Planters
Assoc:atlon Incorporated in the town of

. Palamg in Zambales with 106 ha of for-

estlands and-theprgma]a TreePlanters
ratedﬂn Gabaldon :

Assoc thon Inc
town i ueva cua‘m"th 951 ha were
awarded with a 25-year Community

- Based-Forest Management Agreement

i

b7 ha of land .
distributed to CL
upland farmers

‘ beneﬁcranes of the program 12 years
aftema moratorium was]unplemented
in the.lss%ancenf CBFMA. ;

to beneﬁt from the program who are

Greening Program (N @P)“ﬁf the gov-
‘ernment. , J

(CBFMA) and conmderec% as the latést

» ““The DENR'is not giving land titles
in forestlands only those alienable and
disposable lands (A and b) such as ag-
ricultural land and res1dent.1al areas are
awarded with titles. However tenurial
mstrument in the form|of agreement
is being awarded to upla nd‘farmers as
proof of thelr legitimate occupancy over
the forestlahd,” he explamgd ‘

He said that the nel\}r direction of
DENR under the leader;.shlp of Secre-
tary. Regma Paz Lopez 1s tostransform
the department into more. than aregu-
latory agency but also a ' development
institution that will provide livelihood
opportunities, brings somal]ustlce and
empower upland commumtles espe-
cially the poorest among the poor.

He said at least 300 upland farm-
ers from the two POs were expected

‘160 ‘Activély- involved iAl4H& National

I i
o
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US Embassy Go Green!

THE A.mencan Corner
in Batac, and Mariano
Marcos State University
organized a two- -day
event on the environ-
mental benefits of bam-
boo planting for 100 stu-
dents, facu.lty, and rep- -
resenhltwea from Baran-.
gay 16 Quiling Sur.

Partlclpants learned '

about how bamboo helpsthe |

environment. from Dr. Ro-
seller Ayiion, professor at the
Mariano Mareos State Uni-

versity College of Agricultime,

The group then planted 150
bamboo seedlings along the
riverbanks of Quiling Sur in
Batac Hlocos Norte to help
counter erogion.

The: U3 Embassy’s; Go
Green! Initiative calls on all
14-Amsriean Corners

through-
out the Philippines to orga- .

22 00T 2018
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initiative brmgs
bamboo to Batac

Spacas ui\emily oﬂlclds, and Barrn_:py 16,
m&rcanmrmynmspmemlhaphmd
nize year-long “green” activi- ueg of the United Stat.es
ties and programs that raise . including English Ianguage
Filipinos’ environmental learning and study in the
awareness and inspire action. * United States. Access is free
American Corners are ' and open to the public. The
US government-funded . American Spaces tedm at
_Afnerican-style resource cen- - the US Embassy in the Phil-
ters hosted by partner in- -ippines supports 14 univer-
stltutmns with program- \sxty-based American:-Cor-

ming and information'on ners in key locations
the policy, culture, and val- throughout t.he country
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Tubkplabe -

phenomenal 2015 dive season; when

whale sharks, formerly-rarities in’ the
area, had shown up on almost every
single dive.

If you're a Filipino scuba diver, it
behooves you to make your own-pil-
.grimage to this Holy Grail of Philiﬁpine
diving befdre you even thmk of gomg
elsewhere.

-+The trip is expensive, no doubt, but

ety

the reefs of Tubbataha are unparal- -

leled. in richness, diversity of marine
life (read: sharks galore) and- excmng
currents. S

- And the topography! There are
mmcl bogghng wails, wild coral gat-
dens, plctrdresque sandy areas

* é}nd

s

: hooked ‘

hsi Tt's not an easy- place to':
dive, but when you re ready and able

it's rthe’ ‘adventure of a lifetime. No

Wonder; Marlssa and Tet are; mcurably

make yo; iy Way to Tubbataha, it is still
d to ow that a natural wonder of

nght here in Phlhppme waters——a na-
tlonal treasure, indeed. Even'vicarious |
) entls possrble asyou gaze upon :

‘bum‘;;heads ‘burping whale- sharks al’
farnily of marble rays huddled togeth-
er, and Bird Island, glonous] [ packed _

N | H.J\.
1 g‘g,_,-.‘-.- ' a0

. with terns ahd boobies. . ..

———

P

I

“Many peOple do not have a chancé;

to visit Tubbataha,” notes Songco.

“Marissa and ‘Tet bring Tubbataha to’.

them through this book. It shaws how
lucky we are asa nation to have been

. given this ltreasure, and how great is,

our responsrbrhty to the world to care
forit for the rest of humankmd " [NQ

r -
;
V-d
!
A1

I?,u )
e '

Clllick ut the Facebook page. - o
of 'Tub.b_ataha A National Treasure,”

or e-mail tuls, rahanationaltreasure@gmail.com

s

[l
. |
i
’
5
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Fmally, th“eéﬁrst photo book 'ever' orfthe country’s inost famoue marine

|

park lS lau ched-a trlbute from ltS bnggest fans

By. AlyaB. Honasan

don’t remember sleeping that. mght o
while the boat tocked back and -
forth,” writes Teresa “Tet” Lara, un- _

derwater photographer, of her un-
forgettable first visit in March 1996 to
the. Tubbataha Reefs, onboard what
was then the Aquastar:

It was a rough start to what was tm :
be a wonderful, 20-year love affair, as -

Tet and her dive buddy and friend,

derwater cinematographer Mar1s§a B
Floirendo, would return almost every * !

year to the iconic marine park, the
Philippines’ premier scuba- -diving site

and a United Nations Educational, S¢i-

entific and Cultural Organization (Un-

esco) World Heritage' Site, the only-'

purely marine heritage site in South-"
east Asia.

7 Thus did Tet accumulate several :
years’ worth of stunning photographs. -

Last May, I received a call from
Marissa: “I think it's about time we put

togethera book on Tubbataha, but'we'*

don’t know how to write it, Will you

help us? Of course I would, L

said--and of course [ did.

“Tubbataha: A Natlonal Treasure,” .
featuring photographs by TetLara, text . *
by yours truly, design by Felix Mago_,“‘ :

Miguel, and essays by some of the

country’s leading scientists, will- be ;

- launched on'Nov. g. LN
-The hefty tome—268 pages, . 231 .
pictures—published by the AOF Foun- * |

dation, will contribute to- the protec- -

tion and preservation of the Tubbataha
Reefs Natural Park—easily one of the

most beloved places on the planet for .

many scuba divers, including Filipinos
who have been visiting it for years.

Ran P R

o 1 Very first photo book -

o Alfhough it is primarily a plcronal
]oumey—mcredlbly, the very first photo .

book to be published on Tubbataha—We
were: il immediate agreement thaum.
should’; also contain substantial informa-
tiori on'the place. Thus, we came up w1ﬂ1
an outline covering a range of iperspec-
tives, from historical mentions of the
place in British nautical records of the
18th century, to its importance-ds a rich
spawning ground, feeding fisheries well
beyond its borders. :
‘We recognize its importance as a

umque and critical ecosystemand asa

dive tourism destination, and chroni-
cle the mllestones in its protectior
from the 1970s to the present, under
the stewardghip of the Tubbataha Pro-
tected .. Area Management Board,

(TPAMB) and the dynamic Tubbataha' '

Management Office (TMQ).
Tubbataha s maverick of a Protect-
ed Area.
Songco, her team of dedicated Ma-
rine Park Rangers get special mention,

We rehed heavﬂy on information from
the TMO, a* case study on the reefs by
" the Worldwlde Fund for "Nature :
- (WWE)- -Philippines and, most. srgmfi-'
- cantly, on the only book ever published

_ on thé reefs: ‘the 1994 book “Tales from
Tubbataha" by journalist Yasmin Ar-- '

quiza and miarine biologist Alan White.

Although I wrote the matrix of the |
| text,we also decided that we needed to -

hear from experts in various ﬁelds,

. of whom rose - ‘to the occasion and 7

wrote splendid essays on the Tubbata-

~ hathey know. _
Reénowned .coral experts and ma-
rme brologlsts AI Llcuanan and. Perry :

upérintendent, ' Angelique *

" e rra

Ormﬂg:hologlst Arne Jensen discuss-
es Tubbataha's topside value as an lm-

‘portant seabird ‘rookery, Arquiza re-
_ calis the! early days of reporting on t?
reefs, and Songco, who also served-

edltorlal consultant contributes her
piece ot managmg a national herltage

R ‘Lrvmg jewel’ L |

5 Tet and Marissa were parncularly 4
thnlled to have a foreword writtenlby

arguably the greatest living underwa-";

ter photographer on the planet, Na- "

tional Geographlcs “David Doubllet l

whom the two met during their exten- :
sive travels and who joined them'} on

_one memorable trip to Tubbataha. L+

Tet Laras 1mag§ry is a body of

work span,mng two decades of devo— :
tion to thrsfhvmg jewel,” he ‘writes.,
“Her pu:tures are mtlmate poetic, and -
powerful.:'|

[
s for, the reefs, he says succmctly,

.“I 'have séen nothing like it in ﬁve'
decades under the sea.”

In her ‘publisher’s note, Manssa’

notes hovI 'we all share a passion for
Indeed, on my visit last:-

Tubbata
May, Iwag genumely thrilled to discov-

| er that the' Teefs, which had gone from
| gorgeous, to battered by destructive |
fishing and alien species infestation, -

are again very much alive and well, a
true. testament to nature’s power,

I)Wers are strll talkmg nbout the. |
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. You shouild research on the costs «;

k)

ing to Tubbataha® . -
ere’s what you should
°w. . 1o ‘
O You must be a certified dlver or, at y
Ieast an avid snorkeler. There really
aren't-any quiet beaches { for work- ':'
: mg on yo'ur tan.

i .
Lo

. You shouldbe a relatwely experi-' !
. enged dlver Tubbataha is farnous” ':-'

for rlppmg currents and deep dlves.

You should alsobein relatwely good'

i shape, because multiple dives over :
: multlple days demand stamma 2

l

. You should bookin advance Some’
. forelgners boak a year before, be- "i.'j

causo the Tubbataha. dwo.soason is:

shoFt—only March to June of every‘ =

year. o

"

"and facilities of the live-aboard = *

‘béats that goto Tubbataha, Most of
them are'run by reputable opera
tors, but do ask around, read testi- -
momals, ask people who have been’ ”
‘on thi boats. Among the popular
vessels are Dlscovery Palawan,
Palausport, Oceana Maria and

Lo

Azores (they re all onlme) R T

-

‘
.

L] You should make arrangements to - .

3

L
¢
"

flyin and out of Puerto Princesa, -
whichi is notincluded in the cost of
the trip. Give yourself tumeon the
return trip; your flight should be 24
hours after your last dive. :

O You should save money. A trlp to
Tubbataha is not cheap-—around
$2, 000 perqperson But if yoqfr'e a ses
I‘IO;S g cuba‘dwer, it’s worth ity

e

‘

"‘f
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Tubbotahp -

Divér with whale shark’

 Lara, Floirendo £
. and theirdog g
oy Skeetin

Tubbataha

lhaveseen -
nothing like it - .
infive decades
under the' sea -

TR

National Geographic’s
. . David Doubllet
on the reefs - .
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~ REHAB-PROGRAM PARA'SA '
DRUG: SURRENDEREESBUKAS NA

PORMAL nang binuk- -
san kahapou ang isang
trammg program para.
54 .mga’ sumukong drug
users upangt maging:
produkfibo ang. kanilang
paghabagong-buhay.
Pinanguhanan ni Seng-

dora CynthlaA Villar ang =~
rchabilitation - pmgram na
may teinang 'SAGIP BU-
KAS: A Drug . Rehabilita-

"drug Surrenderees in thelrs

desires to live normal lives™
apain, et us help them; ;
find ‘ltarnative’ sources of :

livelihood, like agri-farm

ing, smthat their stigma of :
“being’ lllegal drug users i$

disabused ani Villar.

tion Training Program for .

a Better Life!, sa pagkiki-
pagtulungan ng iba't ibang
ahensiya ng pamahalaan tu-

lad ng Philippine Natiorial -
Potice (PNP),- Department -

of Environment :and Natu-
ral Resources (DENR), De-
partment of Health (DOH),
Department of Interior and
Local Government (DILGY), -
Department of Agnculmre _
(DA) at Office of the Presi-
dent (OP). :
Magbibigay ang ‘SA-
"GIP BUKAS' ng 12 ling-
gong drug rehabilitation
training program kung saan
ay magkakaroon ng libreng
pagsasanay sa agri-farming
at health and wellness, at
lectures sa ethic legal as-

pects sa mga gumagamit ng

droga.

Bukod dito, magsa-
sagawa rin ang mga kala-
hok sa programa ng coastal
clean-up at mangrove plant-
ing. Magkakarbon din ng
physical training at tuturuan
silang mag-Zumba. ¢

. "We, must; help these .

-1

' o. Angh

rehabilitation
training program ay alin-
sunod sa layunin ng pa-

:mahalaan;ina tulungan ang

' mga drug.user na maghalik

sa normal na buhay at‘ina-

. gln g kapaki-pakinabang.

| VICKY CERVALES
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Marln.l Mallan |
and Angle M Rosalﬁs

Authm 1tles have ralsed the death

loil fiom bupelftyphnon a, awm” to 12
whlle more than 50,000 othms were
dlsplaned aftér the storm battered
northern Luzon last Thursday as

SSREEEIGN ; A farmefJeads his carabaos nextto hIS house and frees whlch were damaged by supe
“Supenyphoon awin, one ofthe 'nost powerfultyphoons to everhltihe Phllippmes killed at least eight people on Ocl

hungry typhoon survivors huddled in

-tnakeshift shelters and waited for aid
vesterday, after losing. nearly -

everything {rom one of'the most - -
powerful storms to hit the country.

Lawin struck last Wednesday hight

‘.w1th winds similar to- t.hose of
(atastropluc “Yulanda” in 2013 wlu( h

‘was then the strongest storm to hlt

" the disaster-prone country and'

¢laimed more than 7,350 lives. '

The National Dlsastel Rlsk
Reduction and Management Council
(NDRRMC) confirmed seven fatalities

* and saidiitis validating five others 1f
they are related to Lawin, ‘

rtyphoon “Lawin’ |n Penablanca !own Cagayan provmce yesterda
ober 20 as feromous ga|es and landslides destroyed tens of thousanc

AF

'Lawi N dealh toll nses to 12 typhoon survwors shII waiting for ai

A survey team was dlspatcheﬂl
plane yesterday to assess the darhay
in the Cagayan Valley région, lafy
parts of which the authorities sa
were flooded by the nverflown
Cagayan River. - T

Motorcycle-riding offlmals we

Turn to page

et e ar—
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“Eawin’, death toll fises |
typhoon survwors
stlll waltmg for aid -

t'f" #12;

ﬁmrpagﬂ

~ also; Sent to remote areas, Romma
Marasxgan spokesman for the
NI)RRMC told reporters. .
oL In San Pablo, another Gagayan
| Valley town four families spent
Thiirsday mg,ht oi & roadside after
Lawin flattened their homes.
“No bne has helped us. It is just

other on'the side of the road,” Jovy

Agence France Presse,

“I cried when I saw my beans
and. squash plants that had been
rake;l off by the wmds My mango
treés ware also toppled farmel
Ledfiarde Longan, 66, told AFP in

where Lawin made landfall
Tor Longan Jjust like many of
hlS neighbois, home is' now an

bed. made from the collapsed
wooden wall of his old hore:

school-age children tolive with a
relative, and have borrowed rlce
fromalocal trader.

said ald had yet to arrive. .
“Nodryclothes

Dalupan saild her ddughters,

their clothes weve still‘wet,
- "“But-we have nothing. to change...

. mto She smd B
Mara31gan ihe d:saétei"egency

to augment supphes aIready there.

farmjng region, was not-as hadly
affectéd as the Cordillera highlands,
she sald -

" “The damage in the-Cordilleras
was heavy,” she said, with torrentlal
rain;
1egum o e

thatfsome people were_hit bg

lan iﬁdes as thev fled thair hameae 7"

us'and other families, helping each .

Dalupan; a mother of t.wo, told

théown of Penab!anca close to ‘

improvised shelter with palmleaves -
for a roof, blankets for walls and a

- Hé and his wife-sent their four

-"But-in Pefiablancs, g farming -
town of about 42,000 people, Longan

"= of-Lawin, -
""""" “*“Buch fallure gees agamst the
aged eight-months and. four years,. ..
had stalted coughing after-being .
drenched du1 ing the storm and that ™
© < Toider to help our people-prepare - :

official, said a military plane-load
of fQ‘ﬂd aidwas flown to the region.. .

JBut Cagayan Valley, a mostly -

Ieaslnng landshdes across the

“We have, been saddened to. ]eam-

T

- extent of the typhoon 3 fa]lout there,

could not yet be_ detelmmed
Marasigan saidy-----

As of l“rldayL a to_tal of Gd
barangays in, the provmces of
Pangasinan and Pampanga were stlll
“flooded while 42 road sections and
four bridges in Norl;hem and Centr al
Luzon and in 'GAR'are stx]l not, -
passable 'due te floodmg and’,
Iandshdes

e B

e:;peuenced m 60, cities. and
mumcnpa]’l;les i’ Region 1 and, .

Calabarzor and the whole of CAR, "

- the NDRRMC aiso said. . -
_ Telecommumcatmn s:gnal isalso;’ I
downéd in'tHé provirices of Kalinga, "

" Apaydo and Abid and'in some ar eas!".

-of Tlocos Suz; La union and Quezon. ;

. InCAR,the typhoon bas mlt1ally
damaged'sotiie P26, 162; 377 wurth|
of agriculfire. ['Ji‘ﬁd'liets'"éiﬂd the;;
NDRRMCG:-expegts. the . figire tc
further’ increase.as. soon aS|

assessme Were done in other|

- affected: pmvmces, especlallyI

Cagayan ind Isabela..........
) Telcosmhotwater . !

| 3

"The countrys f,elecom-.]

munieations ¢ compames Tigatwhile, | I
‘may find themselvesqn hot water |
for: failing to send moblle disaster |
alerts to subscrtbers on t.lle 1mp'1ct

ohlecttye of the law to- ensure the

!
i
Imbrﬂ R ITER S O A b e
1

immediate dlSSemmatton of useful, ;
‘Limely’Hnd‘re’l‘evanhnfematmn in

for natural disasters,” said Sen. -

-Grace Poe, chalrman of public
servicey commltt.'eeﬂn thenppel
chaniber.”

-Poe,.in, moving for an inquiry
th10ugh filing of Resolunon 211,
wants to" findout- why dlsaster
agencies and télpos fell short of
sending mobile disaster alerts which
is already a.law:under ] Republic Act
10639, or thel‘k'eq Maobile DlSﬂstl
Alerts Act. ' ovmrione

Poe saldshe.recelved information
-«fromresidents.in the areas affected
_..by thetyphaon that they were not
“able’to feceive alerts on'their mobile

Thnnes hafhnn T asiin cddeals
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~“: llocos, placed

‘ i xt
under state
of calamity

e

JLOCOS Norte officials on Fri-
day declaréd ‘the province un-
der a state;‘fpf calamity after the -
strong winds and heavy rain ac- .
. companyil'}g';*"JI'yphoon “Lawin™’

destroyed {more than' P673.49
million worth of crops, roads,
bridges and dikes.

The - provincial —council of
Cagayan was also set to declare the
province urider a state of calamity
_ } once the board is convened.

7 TSRS Disasteir - officials in Iocos’ |
o B ol A . Norte said, infrastructure, agri-
LAWIN'S SAVAGERY. Police remove Friday a roof, blown off its building g“lme fatﬂ‘g d:I\lr]estock bore the
‘bySuperTyphqon"Lawin*alonga_-‘iqad‘in-‘t}_jie‘}fouﬁsttown of Pefiablanca . orunt of the damage.
in Cagayan, amon‘g:th_e'provincesdeva‘ﬁtateﬂ by the monstrous weathier ! - Officials ?ald seven _pcople
disturbance which has killed at least a dozén people in northern . -~ were confirmed dead while five

Philippines and destroyed infrastructure and agricisitural products: AFP ,1 . Next page

[ (C——

AloEos.. .

FromAl

others were being validated, adding
all the casualties were from the Cor-
dillera Administrative Region.

Af least 2,450 families or 8,757
individuals who evacuated to safer - '
ground before Typhoon “Lawin”
made landfall in Cagayan province

- ;are now back to their homes. +

Some 8,940 families or 40,644 in-
dividuals in 195 villages in 28 towns
i Cagayan were affected by the ty-

. phoon. ; ; :
. Senator Juan Migue! Zubiri called
. for the sustained release of food and
farm inputs, to the victims of Ty-
phoons “Karen” and “Lawin.”

He also called on the Philippine
Crop Insurance Corp. and the Sci-
ence and Agriculture Departments to
adopt weather-triggered insurarice,

“Ttie victims need food and non-

- food aid,” he said.
“Many farmers can only plant

L cmcilanm ia wrht 1
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MID this country’s woes on the
domestic and international fronts,
Typhoon “Lawin” ripped through
Northern Luzon this week, leaving in its
trail at least seven people dead, five missing, "
homes and livelihoods destroyed, and billions
of pesos in damaged crops and infrastructure.

Even the offices of the
Cagayan Valley Regional
Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Coun-
cil were not spared, and
disaster officials were
forced to conduct meet-
ings, in the aftermath of
the typhoon, in a hotel.

The typhoon, which
made landfall Wednes-
day evening, had winds
of 225 kilometers per

—_—

hour and gusts of up to
315 kph. As a result, sev-
eral provincial councils
have declared a state of
calamity in their respec-
tive areas.

“Lawin,” deemed a su-
per typhoon, has been
compared to Typhoon
“Yolanda,” which rav-
aged the central Philip-
pines nearly three years
ago. Yolanda taught us

a few things at that time, and it
would be good to ask ourselves
whether we had indeed learned
these lessons—or if we just fell
back on the same patterns that
have rendered us perpetually sur-
prised and scrambling when dis-
aster strikes.

Out of the experience of Yolanda
and succeeding typhoons, we
determined that the flow of
information between and among
government units, local and
national, was crucial especially in
the first few hours. Clear protocols
must be established to know
who makes the decisions during
emergency situations. Scientific
terms have to be communicated
clearly to the people.

And politics should not get in
the way.

We learned that a disaster near

- —

Metro Manila is not more impor-
tant than a disaster in a far-flung
community that does not have cel-
lular service or internet connection.

Given the present government
context we are also reminded that
some issues are not any more im-
portant than others just because
they are talked about in contro-
versial—nay, scandalous—fash-
ijon. For example, we have seen
how the congressional investi-
gation into the alleged links of
Senator Leila de Lima to the drug
trade in the National Bilibid Pris-
on amounted to nothing despite
the so-called witnesses’ explosive
claims.

These days we tend to watch
everything that comes out of Pres-
ident Rodrigo Duterte’s mouth.
Since the campaign, he has prov-
en himself a fascinating charac-

- -

'+ ter, a rebel who seemed to have
his heart in the right place. But
it is now clear that the effort that
went into decoding this maverick

3 President’s words is. counterpro-
ductive and time consuming.
Would it not be a relief to have
a leader who says exacily what he
means instead of making impul-
sive, populist statements which.
his subordinates later have to put.
“in the proper context?” g
And would it not be good for
the people to be assured that the.
President knows just what to doin’ -
ensuring the resilience of commu-’
nities instead of always fretting.
about the next disruptive, embar--
rassing, or potentially damaging’
thing he might say? Y gms
“Lawin” reminded us that wi
still have a lot to learn in
our priorities in-order.

getting.
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LAW'N AFTERMATH Aresident uses abamboo raft to brlng toa dry area a duck, followmg the ﬂooding brought about by Supertyphoon Lawin (international ;
+ code name Haima), which lashed Vigan, llocos, on Thursday, October 20. Lawin slammed into the northeastern Philippine coast late Wednesday, mth ferocrous winds. :
andrain that rekmdled fears and memnnes from the catastrophe wrought by Supertyphoon Yo[anda (lnternatlonal code name Halyan) in 2013. AP/BULLITMARQUEZ
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Remdents walt for a boat to cross Penablanca in Cagayan yesterday after a brtdge Iinklng Baran-

gays Cabu ancl Cabasan collapsed at the height of Typhnon Lawin. | EDD GUMBAN
.
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NAGBABALA ang Eco- |
Waste Codlition 5a ‘publiko -
kaugnay 52 mga Halloween.
co stm'n;e,na_-.,m"‘ayro oni:
umanohitoXic chemicals:

makakasama §a kalusu- [

gan. Co : :

7 «ps the Halloween fad.
catches on in urban neigh* !
borhooc]s,;pa_\rty_,‘and event”’
goers,f’és"peéiau‘j young
children, need to exercise -
precantion in choosing '
their costumes and toys as,|

many of them' have not’
passed through the re-
quired verification Procéd,
duresby the health author=:
ities,” ani Thony Dizon,
coordinator Ng EcoWaste. -
~ Ginabt ni Dizon na-da*
at ikuha. ng:permiso’ g’
gob'iemo-an’g mga €os-
tumé at laruan bago ito
ibenta subalit marami
unario sa mga ito ang hin-

di dunaan sa pagsusurl.

' Ka_ya;,jl aniya, dapat

 maging mapagmAys ang
‘mga‘magulang sa mga |
laruan na kanilang bini-
Bl r
;" “Mayroon umanons :

friga ldrdan at Halloween
costume: 1a ginamitan ng

¢ af mayroong mga matu

tulis pa bahagi na maaas . :

ring, makasakit—Leifbill
Begas

UPPER-HALF
__/

Halloween;costurne asama sa health
- pintura na ey Jead, may|." -
mga maliliit na bahaginali
maaaring malunok)
"madaling kapitan ng apoyr‘é;, .

i
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SAFE HALLOWEEN, Ecowaste Coalition’
and laceration hazards lurking in some Halloween toys. The group urges

_ buying toys for Halloween. Manny Palmero

_—

o : '. N :
ion's volunteers drawtohsurrier attention tg chemical choking, fire
the public to be cautious when
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LIGTAS NA H \ TOYS |
Halloween, pinaalaiahanan ng EcoW

UPPERHALF
—

lang araw bago sumapit ang-
aste Coalition na siguruhing

ligtas ang bawat isa'mula sa nakalalasong kemikal na nakukuha sa

mga !aruang_patok nigayong nalalapit na Undas. s
’ - - . MARK BALMORES !

LOWER-HALF



N 29 00T 206

"
i

EAGE .

PRER HALF

_WER HALT

PUBLIC

- S 7 .’ i R AL C Gn” it AT Y WA

T - - R B . R s R [ .

MATIYAGANG namumulot ng basura ang mga lalaking ito sa tabing-dagat sa Roxas Blvd., Maynila
sa kabila ng malakas ha hampas ng-alon. N EEE Kuha ni RUSTY B‘OMAN
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SPREADING THE
LIGHT. Miss Earth
2015 Angelia Ong
and Pepsi official
‘Herbert Biazan help -
assemble a non-
electrical eco-friendly
-flight installation to be
distributed to needly
communities across
the country.

Manny Palmero
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o gl - Repul?licofihaPhilipplne;s; e
"a‘q Department of Environment and:Natural Resources -
* T NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION 1

| :!'—'_f—"" -3 ‘National Ecology Center Com: ound, Ea tAvet;u,
= Ecology Cerler COmPO s 1 1

RO el Nos.: 373.3275 or 088-3367 1oc. 3209 B

o o W9b51te:www.danr.ncq.gov.ph . R
”‘ LR GIONAL BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE = |
oo INVITATION TO BID FOR SALE OF . ‘ ** :

PSR - CUT LOGS/TRUNKS =~ " o \‘
3 4pS-1S WHERE-IS BASIS™ TR B

| Bip NUMBER . DENR-NCR 2016:00%, B

ﬁES‘CRlPTION .. Assorted species;‘ of cut logs and trunks
o (Narra, Acacia, Mahogany: Sampaloc,

. Mango Etc.), with an aestimated volume
of Four Hundred Ten (410) cubic meters

S -

E | © 7 'Talaksan Method” at ‘assessed -price of |/

“ P PhPSS0.00 per cubic metetr.: e

. MINIMUM BID PR!CE One  Hundred - Sixty | Thousand ) -
Uy (PhP160,000.00) Pesos. o

| BiD OPENING DATE @ October 25, O

o - C proL BT B

- B!D,Q'P}ENING‘TIM_E . 40:00 o'clock in the morning . 3{ :

OCATION - . DENR-NCR brodustion Nursery, Nort]

| A - Avenue, Diliman,. Quezon City e

‘ ‘ il

| The' DENR-NCR s seeking bids to sell'the confiscated assorted |
| species of cut logs and trunks as describe above. The bids should.l
_j,be__adqressed{tq:" BT T 1." ;

| DIR.:SOFIO B. QUINTANA, Ph.D, CESO IV.

: ;As'gls_tént Regional Director for Technical Services and
© J:Chairman, Regional Bids and Awards Commitiee. kY
. LOfficeiof the Assistant Regional Director; Technical Services
- FDENR-NCR Building; National Ecology Center Compotnd, :
H -EaSt-Avenue,‘Quezon'City A

E The’ envelope should - be clearly marked BID* DOCUMENTS!
FOR LOGS". Said bids will be opened in public in the 4t Floor; |
Conference Hall DENR-NCR Building, National Ecology Center.
Compound, East Avenue, Quezon C_:_ity‘at the time specified above.

s R " .

Bids will not be accepted if received after the date and time noted

above ;
: : . . ‘ . I
10 October 2016, P
DIR, SOFIO B. QUINTANA, Ph.D, CESOIV. B
- | Assistant Regional Director for Technical Services and T
J Chairman, Reglonal Bids and Awards Committee. P
maoc‘r;.;f:‘:.;\uj
[
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