STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE

DATE: 18072016

DAY : _Eﬁ@ e

XN "X ELES INTIESW S




STMTEGJC C(

THOUT FEAR OR FAVOR )
DMMUNICAT ION AND INITIATIVES SER VICE

HBUCT?UG

smrarmTe NIy T

i
¢

'The man in charge w1th
overseemg happiness in the tiny

-Himalayan kingdom of Bhutan is

in town to spread the word about

: gross national happiness (GNH),

an‘ alternative indicator of a
cotintry’s economic and somal well
bemg

Saamdu Chetu, head of
Bhutan’s GNH Center, arrived last
night on invitation of Environment
and Natural Resources Sec. Gina

Lopez to conduct a senes of .

lectures aimed at inspiring
Filipinos to find a balance between

" materialistic and non Jnaterialistic

aspects of life, and other factors
that are vital to human happme§s

‘Lopez said Chetri will be in the
country until October 26 to

- conduct lectures in Luzon: (UP

Dlllman and Ateneo.de Manila
Umver&ty), Visayas (University of

San Catlos) and Mindanao (Ateneo, i

Saamdu Chetn chalrman of Bhutan s Commlttee
Happinfass presents to DENR Secretary GinaLopeza oop

Analysis of GNH Index upon his arrival in Manila for a ?er;es of lectures on-

de Davao University), and.in thel
Phlhpp;neSenate T !
A strong believer -of GNH

- Lopez said she env1smns the

Phlhppmes as a country whose
citizeris give great value to the
environment in the pursult of
economic development

“We are changing the paradlgm ,

of development from the Gross .

National Product (GDP) to GNH.
And, this is the first time that we

are really taking a serious look of

development,” Lopez said.

GNH aims to measure quality
of life in more holistic terms thar
in the standard and monetary-

related gross domestic product, "

(GDP),'striking 4 balance bef;w'eien

* gpiritud! and material aspect of life. 1

“Happiness is very subject e,

-making happiness a barometer of !

i

" GNH;

_appr'oach, _ : vl
. 'The target audience for the

lectures includes representatwes :

nof people's organizations,

- leeal govemment units from 29
priority areas earlier identified by

. Lopezas models for sustainable

development Alsotobe umted are

members of the academe, Senate o

andmedla .
The ﬂrst lecture will be held on
October 18 at the Ateneo de

, Davao Umver31ty in Davao City. The

very 1nd1v1dua1 You do niot really -

measure happmess Forus, GNH |

isa conditlon our countyy will :

provide for our people.
domains give us a wayto reeasure

The ;.

" Uhiversity, on Oct. 24, at"the

University of the Philippines in

Diliman, ‘Quezon City. .
'On’ QOctober 26, Chetri will

conductlectu;es inthe Senate He .

‘succeeding lectures will be held on.
" Qctober 20 atthe Umver51ty ofSan . :
Carlos in Cebu City, on October.:
22 at the Ateneo.de Manila’

Py
r

" DENR chief welcomes
Bhutan S happnness guru

on ,f Hross National

y ofAn Extensive

various sectors.,a,nd organizations

" in the priority/4reas based on the

principles of GINH.

i She was also expecting to
indigenous peoples, civil society and f

generate co.mmltment and
partnershlp, with different
stakeholders mpursumg GNH.
As far as the DENR is
eoncerned, 'Lopez said the agency
aims to hﬂrmonlze and integrate

‘GNH in alluts programs and

prcuects P ‘1

GNF was comed in 1972 by
Bhutar's former ng Jigme Smgye
Wangchuck,

Since then Bhutan has
measured its' prospenty through

- forraal principles of GNH instead
of relying on GDP

That was to be measured by

- its people’s sense of being well-

_ governed, thelr relationship with
the envnonment satlsfaotlon with

P B

R
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N VIRONMENT Secretary Reglna Paz

L. Lopez has placed all permits issued to lﬂPEiZ;‘.ﬁ:_rﬁnﬁ |
mining operations in so-called.protected ; protectedarea’

“areas (PAs) under review, as she vowedito make|:
sure miners will be kept out of blodlver51ty o

- CONTINUED ONA4

‘sites under her Watch S e

CONTlNUED I-‘ROMAI o

Lopez also ordered the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources (DENR) fo con-
duct an mventory of PAs already threatened by
mining activities. - Vi

Lopez wants to review the mmlng permits
issued before and after their declaration-as PAs
covered under the National Integrated Protected

Areas (Nipas} Act, underscoring the importance:

of protecting and conserving the country’s rich
biadiversity. Lopez made the policy pronourice-
mentassheannouncedon Fndaythecancellatmn
oftheenvironmental compliancecertifi cate(ECC)
of Austrai-Asia Mining Corp. forits nickel minein
Matj, DavaoOriental. Austral-Asia'snickel mingis

snuatedbetweentwohentagesﬁes—thePu;ada :

Rav and Mnrint Haminritan

———

toprotectthe habitatsofunique, butthreaiened ‘
wﬂdllfespecresagamstdestructwehurnanactm-‘

- ties under her watch,

-+ “Namoremining manyprotectedarea We.

are going to review mining permits, if the
- permit was issued after the declaration of
- protected area, they should not have been
Jssued atil, Ifthe permits came prior to the

declaration, ‘then we will rewew it. We-will ‘

" always go for the common good, * Lopez; said.

Several PAs, considered as key. hmdwer-i

’5|ty areas, are currently threaten%d by mm-

ing activities. Some of these are in, Palawan ‘

the country’s last ecological frontter, and the
Chinterlands of Mindanao, . . k]

Executive Order 79 declares PAs 2 mmmg :
no go zone " but some Mineral Production

for conse‘rvatlon “The way that the company -
[AustraI—Asia] is doing its operation is putting

atrisk bmdwersny inthearea. They donthave ‘f

a place to; putthelrstock piles,” Lopez added.

Austral—Asm is the 11th mining operation , .

slapped W|th suspension for failing to meet |
enwronmental standards. it is the first casualty
for fallmg the riteria that involves. bmdwersny
conservatmn -

The cancellatlon of Austral-Asia’s ECC was
based on the findings and recommendation

of the DENR-Blodiversity Management Bureau

(BMB), Whl(h -conducted a biodiversity assess-
mentin the rea.

’E‘veaskedthe BMBtoconductabmdwersny
assessmentmtheareaandtheyfoundoutltlsnch
in bmdwersﬁy, Lopezsaid.
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Lopez to keep

’rotected

areas 0;

L

-Issued to mining contractors that the govern-
méent can revoke. “They can be revoked by the
government anytime.”

Environment Undersecretary for. Pnllcy :

and Planning Marlo D, Mendoza underscored
theimportance of protecting the country’s re-
maining pygmy forests. He said there are oniy
a handful of pygmy forests in the country, so
these should be protected agamstdestructwe
human activities. i
Accordingtothe DENR chief, the nickel mine
" posea serious threat to the rich blodwersny in
the area, which is near the Mount Hamiquitan
Range Wildlife Sanctuary (MHRWS}, a PA un-
der the Nipas Act one of eight Asean Heritage
Parks {AHP) in the Philippines. Known for its
richecosystemand white-sand beaches, Pujada
Bay hasbeen declared as a PA called Pujada’ Bay
Protected Landscape and Seascape byvirtue of
Proclamation431onJuly 31,1994, issuedbyfor-

; .merPresmdent Fidel V. Ramos. It covers 21 200
: hectaresprotectmgthehayanddscnastalarea,
- Indluding its four islands. There are 25 genera
* ofhard and soft corals in Pujada Bay.

Mount Hamlgmtan, meanwhile, hasnbeen i

. declared: as:a PA under the category wildiife:

‘ ‘sanctuarycalled MHRWS. _
‘ AmongthewuldllfefoundmtheareaarePth—7
- ippine Eagles and several species of Nepenthes,

- orpitcher plants, endemic to the mountain. The-

© MHRWS covers approximately 2,000 hectaras.

This woodland is also noted for its unique’
pygmy forest of century-old trees in ultramafic:

* 5oll, with many endangered, endemic and rare'

speciesoffloraandfauna. In2014theMHRWS was

- declaredasalinitedNation Educational, Scientific.
. and Cultural Organization World Heritage Site. In

. 2015 It.was dedared an AHP. Director Theresa,
. Mundita S. Lim of the DENR's BMB was elated-
- bylopez spohcy pronouncement.

ts to mmmg

¢ —

"We are very delighted with this develop-

ment. We had a competent team comiposed of
experts on mammals, reptiles, birds, plantsand ,,
ecology, who conducted the assessment, with
primary focus on the impact to the biodiversity,
inthe area," Lim said.

"It;sabouttimethathlologlca! diversitycon-

siderationsaretakenseriouslywhenplanningand
implementing development activities, not only

in miningt,’g_su ‘that the appropriate mitigating

measures may, be formulated and the potential
loss of millions of pesos in Investments may be
avoided,” sFe added

Accnrdingtol.lm thecountry'suniquestate .
of biological richness can bea source of wealth,
aswell, “providing rare and varied raw materi-

alsthat cantbeharnessed for variousindustries,

sueh as pharmaceuticals, food and cosmetics,

and are even renewable, if properly extracted -

and utlllzed ! Jcnathanl Mayuga

/-



l i
R

B
$ H J “""! X
iﬁl: :%g@i
Galich ﬂE

TR
-@X&Wﬁ‘“*
an

|
t. i3 :C;nli ‘v iy

18 0CT 2046 e
T CATE  )PPER RAL
i1

T PAGE 1 OWER HAL

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE

Miners hit gov't inaction
on new mining contracts

. By LOUISE MAUREEN SIMEON

Mining firms have assailed the govern-
ment for the continued implementation
of an executive order suspending the
approval of new mining projects, saying
this is detrimental to the séctor.

EO 79 was issued during formier presi-
dent Benigno Aquino’s term: The ban ol
the approval of new mineral agreements
will take effect until a legislation rational-
izing existing revenue sharing schemes
and mechanisms is put in place.-

“EO 79 effectively.set the mining

¢ industry back at least a decade. The'

* country missed so many investment op-~
portunities. But the more serious effect
of the postponement of mining projects
is the deprivation of opportunities for
employment, livelihood and develop-
ment in far-flung communities, especiaily
in Mindanao said, where they are most
needed,”Ronald Recidoro said, COMP
legal and policy VP . ‘
Stakeholders considered this a-damp-
ener as far as investments are concerned,
as gross domestic product could have
grown up to 10 percent had mining been
allowed to flotrish. The mining industry
contributes a'measly 0.7 percent to the

country’s gross domestic product.

COMP emphasized that the unstable
policy regime of the last administration
resulted in staggering loss of opportunity
as no new mining agreements were issued
and the industry’s fiscal and regulatory
regime came under, very .close scrutiny
from the executive, legislative and judicial
departments. .

But the Mines and Geosciences Bureau
(MGB) is set to review EQ: 79, its provi-
sions and accomplishments. :

“We have a good mining law. EO 79
is something that is not needed, it’s just
a matter of making sure éverything is
clear,” MGB director Mario Luis Jacinto
earlier said. - :

COMP earlier reported over $30 billion
is expected to be invested in the local min--
ing industry in the next five to 10 years,
majority of which are in Mindanao.

“These mining projects-are economic
catalysts that bring jobs, opportunities
and hope to many individuals, especially
in Mindanao. The best way to fight the
insurgency, crime, and even'the drug men-
ace, is to generate jobs in'these depressed

areas,” Recidoro said.
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Mlners may sue to s

BIOHd TiiME |

L : - ?1'..

overturn Aquino-era -

freeze on new projects

THE Chamber of Mmes of the Phrllo—
pines (CoMP) is consrdermg legal
action against the government should
it fail to rerove a moratorium on new
‘mining, projects. ‘

T We are consrderrng legal actlon on

ft... That will be the last’ resort but its still

onthe tabre We srmply wa cannot live
wrth lt anymore eh. It's killing the indus-
try,” said CoMP V|ce Presrdent for Legal
‘and Policy Division Ronald V. Recidoro in
a phone interview on Monday, referrlng
4t0 Executive Order 79 (E079) in place
sinca 2012.

4 . Signed by President Benigno s.C.

Aqumo lll the law freezes appllcatrons .

for new mlnera! exptoratlon projects un-
til the passage of a new revenue-sharlng
scheme tmproves the government take
from n mining concessrons

Mr. Recrdoro said that the EO79 "has
'not accomphshed any of the purposes
it set to clo" which necessrtates |ts
removal
. Environiment Secretary Regma Paz L
Lopez on Oct. 14 firmly backed the New-
applications freeze,

“We really thought the audit wm solve .

her issues,” Mr. Recidoro said, referring
to Ms, Lopez's order to audit miners’
envimnmental management practlces

which threaten w:th suspensron those -
mingrs found to be ngncompliant.

After a two- month audit, the De- -
Jpartment of Envrronment and Natural
Resources recommended for suspen: ;

, ston 30 metaf mines, or three quarters

of the |ndustry
Of the total, 18 are nickel producers
that account for 55.5% of the nickel ore
output of the Phlhppmes one of the top
nickel supplrers in the world, ‘
"E079 effectlvely set the mining :
mdustry back at least a decade. The N
country mlssed so many investment K
opportunltles " Mr Recidoro stressed i m
a separate statement of the CoMp sent
to reporters on Monday. A
Data from CoMP Show that an i

* estimated $20 billion worth of new min-

ing projects are in the pipeline with the;
majority slated to rise in Mindanao,
The Tampakan Project in South Cota- -
bato, which currently has its enwronmental
comp]tance certificate under review, hasa'-
capital m\mtment of $5.9 billion while the
Silangan DI'OJECI: in Sungao del Norte, the .

~ Kingking project in Davao del Norte, Asiati- .

cus in Davad Onenta! Philnico in Surigao: .

. del Sur, and Balabag in Zamboanga del Sur
areall estimated to involve capital invest-

ment of $2 bilion each. ~ Janna C. Lim| I 3
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~ Miners ask gov 't to lift moratorium

THE Chamber of Mines of the Philip-
pines (COMP) has asked government
to lift the moratorium on new mining
projects saying an existing executive
order has set back the mining industry
by at least a decade, putting to naught
$20 billion worth of projects in the
pipeline.

The COMP made this call in the wakc
of the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources’ (DENR) admission
it intends to continue implementing
the said order.

“The Aquino administration has sndc-
lined the mining industry through EO
(executive order) 79. The Chamber of
Mines has mulled filing cases against
this order but for fear of reprisal from
the Aquino administration, we chose to
suffer.in silence. But we can no longer
do so,” said Ronald Recidoro, COMP
vice president for legal and policy.

Recidoro said in a statement the order
has adversely impeded the growth of
the mining industry.

. "EO79 effectively set the mining
industry back at least 2z decade. The
country missed so many investment op-
portunities but the more serious effect of
the postponement of mining projects is
the deprivation of opportunities for em-
ployment, livelihood and development
in far-flung communities, especially in
Mindanao, where they dre most necded ?
he said.

COMP said an estimated $20 billion
worth of new mining projects are in
the pipeline most of which are located
in the Mindanao.'Among them are the
Tampakan project in South Cotabato
with a capital investment of $5.9 bil-
lion, the Silangan project in Surigao

Miners said $20 hillion worth of new mlnlng projects had been stalled including the Tampakan
prolect in South Cotabato, the Silangan project in Surigao del Norte, Kingking project in Davao del
Norte, Asiaticus in Davaeo Orlental, Philnico in Surigao del Sur and Balabag in Zamboanga del Sur.

del Norte, Kingking project in Davao
del Norte, Asiaticus in Davao Oriental,
Philnico in Surigao del Sur and Balabag
in Zamboanga del Sur.

Each is estimated to require a capltal
investment of $2 billion.

“The Chamber of Mines believes
these mining projects are economic
catalysts that bring jobs, opportunities
and hope to many of our countrymen,
especially in Mindanao; hope for bet-
ter lives. The best way to fight the

insurgency, crime, and even the drug
menace, is to generate jobs in these
depressed areas,” Recidoro added.

He said the development of these
projects translates to increased projec-
tion and exports of minerals and metals
of about $2 billion export receipts an-
nually and revenue generation of close
to $50 million.

Regina Lopez, DENR secretary, Sﬂld
the moratorium on new mining activi-
ties will stay.
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SEN. chhardJ Gordon proposed on Monday the expan-
sion of a state laboratory to analyze mifi’output, par= * °

ticulatly in, Zambales in aid of proper tax assessment.

The curfent: laboratory is located in Quezon City and

collects a fee for any tests conducted.
- Mr. Gordon said focal governments shouid absorb

- testing feés in relation to mmrng actwltle&wnhrn their
provinges,

Mr, Gordon presided as chalrman of the Senate Blue
Ribbon Committee over the sécond hearmg investigat-
ing alleged black sand mining in Zambales.

 The committee was assessing whether government
, officials can be charged over the weak régulation of
Zambales mining. , '
! Mr. Gordon expressed concern over the revelation
that around 200 000 truck lodds were removed from

f ftS to ensure proper |
on Zambales mine haul

k'-:

Zamhbales, and expressed doubt whether only nickel

"0re Was berng excavated.

Areport by the Philippine Ports Authority (PPA) ob-

tained by BusrnessWorld shows that 987,795 metric tons

of nickel ore in19 shipments belonging to three mining
compariies left Zambales ports between Jan. 4 and July 4.
. But Mr. Gordon safd other metals could have been
removed from the mine sites.
“Cadmium is very expensive. it's very rare, But are the
right taxes being collected through the PPA, in those ship-
ments " Mr. Gorden told reportersrn a chance interview,

\,Mr Peter N. Tiangco of the Nahonal Mappingand .
Resource liformation Autheority '3lso showed the Senate
‘ panel aerial shots of excavations tiy mining companies, -
" saying the mountains were clear!y reduced in size. —

Buena Rilyne. c Berpal

-
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DENR execs
faceraps.
“over beach

property -

‘OLONGAPO ITY; Zambales: The Pro-

vincial Environment and Natural
Resources ‘Office (PENRO) officer
in Zambales, the chief of the City
Environment andN atural Resourc-
&5 Office (CENRO) and its special

‘investigator are accused by'a group

of complairiants who claimed they
were: deprived of ownershlpfof a
one-hectare beach property here:

~ Samuel Montecastio accused be

fore.the Ofﬁce of the Ombudsrnan

for Luzon, PENRO officer-in-charge
LaudemirSalac, CENRO Marife Cas-
tillo and CENRO spedial investigator
Emelita Lambinicio of ‘causing‘the
issainice of the Order’of Award,. Mis-
cellarieous Sales Patent.and Original
Certificate of Title over The Cliff of a
one-hectare beach property allegedly
based on falsified statements and
fraudulent documents.

Montecastro is a-son of one of
the 10 owners of the 10,000-square
meter beach property located along
the National Highway in Barangay
Barretto here.

" During’ a'media conference, he
-said his parents, as well asnine other
family friends and neighbors who
are all based in Manila, bought the
property from the Heirs of Baloy
Estate Assodiation, (HOBFA) Inc in
1995 and developed the areaintoa
privatebeachresoit,

- In February 1998, they were is-
sued, a Transfer Certificate of Title
(TCT) and the owners started to
develop the area in 2000 where
now- stand seven structures in-
cluding four apartments/cottages,
‘Ashhanee and swimming nool.

,The case was dlsmxssed by the
Olongapo City court in March 2007
buit the couitt’s decision was reversed
by the Courtof Appealsin November
2010 anddeclaredalldalmams tothe
Baloy property as co-owness.

In March 2013, owners. of the
badlpropertyrecexvedanoﬂ“erﬁ'om
Lewis Yakich, owner of the Lewis
Grand Hotel in Angeles Clty and
president of Yakich Corporation, to
buy the propetty for P150 million.

; Lewis later withdrew the oﬂ'er dit-
mgfundmg issue. i

In July last year, the title- to: the
beach resort was canceled and the
property was declared an unreg-
istered land by the Land Reglstra-
tion. Authonty I

A Miscellaneous Sales Apphca-
tmn .by 10 people was approved
by PENRO and CENRO and the
property.was sold immediately to
Yaklch for P5 million. ',

Salac could riot be contacted for
comment while Castillo said she is

yzttoreceweacopyofthecaseagamst

' ‘them ﬁlqd l_:gfpre the Ombuidsinan.

PATRICK ROXAS
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Aklan’s'_ ‘Othér jewe _
mperiled

by the sea’ i

‘A RIEL'S Point, the popirlar
[ eco-adventure destina-
‘ tion in Buruanga, Aklan,

invariably visited in tandem with
Boracay by mostly sea-loving
foreign tourists, is also the “fa-
vorite” object of ire of the Buru-
angaleadership headed by former
Mayor Quezon Labindao. |

He ‘had ordered it closed on
March 11, 2015, due to alleged en-
vironmental violationsand under-
Payment of taxes, but for various
reasons, the closure ordersupposed
to havebeen implemented on April
9, 2015, did not happen. .

. Labindao, replaced by his own
wife Concepcion Labindao after
the May 2016 elections, had shut
down Ariel’s Point a year earlier in
July 2014, but it was promptly re-
openedonly twomonthslaterwhen
its closure came under attack from
various sectors the world over.

Among those who voiced their
oppaosition to the closure was foi-
mer Gov. Lito Marque, now a’re’p-
resentative of Aklan.

When Ariel’s Point reopened
on October 127, 2014, its owner

Ariel L. Abriam told newswmen |

that neither he nor hijs manager

‘ I
'
[

received any closure order from
Labindao. He also protested the
mayor's statement the resort had
violated environmental laws, cit-
ingthemany awardsand commen-
dations it received from ddmirers
from all over the world. ;

Abriam, an Aklan nativewhore-
tired from the United States Navy,
where he served as a high-ranked
naval officer, was the president of
the Philippine Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry, Boracay chap-
ter, and a management partnér of
the world-famous Bakawan Man-
grove Forest, thelargest man-made
mangrove plantation in Asia, *

Labindao’s repeated effort to
closedownthe country’sbest “cliff-
divingresort,”had received the cen-
sure of civic'society and the Aklan
media. Protests against the closure
of Ariel’s Point questioned why, in-
stead of taking pride at Buruanga
town'’s “nature’s greatest gift,” the
former mayor had begrudged-its
operation. ' o

Ariel’s Point had filed a’ case
against Labindao, enjoining the
court to stop the former mayor in
hiseffortstoclosethe resort, which
it said is “pure harassment."i k
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