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DENR execin audlt
of mine firms q:u1ts-

The audit of the mining industry will continue
even after Wilfredo Moncano replaced Leo
Jasareno as acting director of the Mines and Geo-
sciences Buréau, Environment Sécretary Regina
Lopez said. The Chamber of Mines of the Philip-

pines welcomed Moncano'’s appomtment saymg .‘

he would “set the proper policy direction”

for the industry. Even so, the audit would ﬁ -

go on “unabated,” Lopez said.

P

By Rehnel_w_. Domingo ! ?
@ronwdomin‘gbINQ |

' Government efforts to clean up

the mining industry will contin-
ue even if Senfor Environment
Undersecretary * Leo Jasareno
who led the audit teams that rec-
ommended ‘the suspenswn ofl 120
mine operators is now out of the
picturé, Environment Secretary

- Gina Lopez said on Wednesday. -

]asareno director of the
Mines and Geosmences Bureafu i
(MGB), résigned recently after
President Duterte ordered a]l
appomtees ‘of tns predecessor
Benigno Aqumo IIL, to vacate
their posts. - i

‘Last week Mr, Duterte ap-

-, pointed Wilfredo G. Moncano

acting director IV of the MGB
repIacmg Jasareno s
'Properpolicy direction ¥
The Chamber of Mines of
the Philippines (COMP) yester-
day welconied -the appoint-
ment . of Moncano, saying
large-scale miners were conﬁ-
dent that he would “set thé
proper pohcy diréction” for the

" industry”’

Meoncano, the MGB said, has
taken his oath and assumed hid
new office while remammg ag .
director of MGB in the Davao
regmn 4 post he has been hold—
ing since July 30, 2015. -

Environment - Undersecre——-

‘tary Mario Luis J. Jacinto re- .

mains the chief of the MGB, as
well as the supervising authori.-
ty over 'the Enwronmentai
Management Bureau. ¥
When Jacinto was appoints

ed in late July, Lopez said

Jasareno-—]acmto S predeces-..
sorat the-MGB—-would contin-"’
e to serve as senior uhdersec-

ot e

i
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[ Senior Environment Undersecre-
j- tary Leo Jasareno is the former di- -~
. rector of the Mines and Geo- )
;;‘ sciences Bureau (MGB) of the De- o
i partmem: of Environmentand -
3 Natural Resources (DENR). .
E " In August, antimining ‘

i protesters called for the removal
| of Jasareno and other officials
; from the DENR for alleged carrup-

tlon and inaction.

Environment Secretary Gma

| Lopez defended Jasareno, saying
P ihe helped close down 10 mines for-
' violating environmental Iaws '
- —INQUIRER RESEARCH

DENR usec who
mining audi

"AUDIT WORK STILLON °

'Even with the resignation of
1Senior Environment . L
'Undersecretary Leo Jasareno
‘his superior, Secretary Gma
Lopez says the audit of mrnrng
pro;ects “goes on, unabated SR

K

retary at the Department'of En- In.a statement issued yes- f hext five years,” he said.
‘vitonment and'; Natural Re-  terday, COMP suggested better I‘ ~“This will havé significant '
sources (DENR) o prospects with Moncano. "ipositive impact on commiuni-
S “We are looking forward to - Itles as we implement our social
;.Unabated‘ . “working with Director Mon- | development and management.

But even with Jasareno out, cano and are confident that he ! program " he added. )
Lopez sgid the mine audit will set the proper policy direc- :I. Recidoro was referring’ to

‘goes on,unabated.” B tion needed to boost the indus- - the SDMP, a requirement’ im-
.When-asked whether ‘she * tru " anid AP cdae - _ta. .
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By ]0NATHAN L.MAvuGa ¥ @]anlmayuga
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HILE saymg that the ongomg
audit of 1 mining operations does |
‘not solely rest on a particular

1nd1v1dual Environment Secretary Regma

Paz L. Lopez is not just about ready, to glvew =

up former Mines and Geosciences (MGB)
Director Leo L. Jasareno.

er
. Jacinto, a Duterte appointee, ‘was.
_ the firstito make the announce-i
"ment during Monday's; flag-rais-
ing ceremony at the MGB without'
- Lopez's knowledge. ' '
" Jacinto was quoted ‘as saymg‘
Jasarenonolongerhasanybusiness -

Unlike other environmental
and antimining advocates, the
environment chief maintains she
trusts Jasarenobecause ofhishon-
~ esty and integrity. o

Lopez said she would talk to
President Duterte to lobby for
Jasareno’s official designation
as senior undersecretary of the
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR), Jasare-
no was named by Lopez as senior
undersecretary and head of the
ongoing mine audit on August 3.

with the DENR without an official
appointment from Malacafiang.

-Healsoannounced that Duterte

hasdesignated lawyer Wilfredo G.

Moncanoasthenew directorofthe -
MGB, replacngasareno sjobitem

Director IV.

: N
ve

d1recto|r of the MGB for five years, N

and was responsible for giving +,
. the DENR, then under the leader- : -'

ship of Secretary Ramon J.P. Paje,
policy direction in dealing with
“irresponsible” mining companies. .

i

.
N

Under Jasareno’s watch as MGB

chief, the DENR suspended Phllex
Mmmg Corp scopper-gold minein
Tubaand Itogon, Benguet, in 2012. °

The |MGB also recommended“:

to slap [Philex with aver P1 billion
in fine| for the accidental leak in
the Tallmgs Pond Ne. 3 of Ph1lexs {
copper- gold mine, the biggest fine
evertobepaldbyammmgcompany ;
for causingenvironmentaldamage
and pollutxon

Gmdance. ~

UNDER Lopez’s watch as DENR
chief, Jasareno provides Lopez .
guidance when it comes to legal and
techmc:ill aspects of mining opera- .’
tions. Environmental and antimin-
ing groups, meanwhile, expressed

alarm gver the sudden change in
the leadershio of the MGR.
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.the mining audit will be affected

© . “We call on DENR-MGB to- im-
mediately release the offlc1al and
formal results of the mmmg audit,
explain clearly the next Steps and
timeline of implementing the rec-
ommendations of the miting. audlt
andissuethe necessarysuspenswns
assoonaspossible,” Garganerasald
 He also said all formef DENR
officials must be held accouiitable
for their actions, including the
issuance of mldmghtemmmg
deals” in the last six months of
the Aquino adm1mstratron andthe
contrnuedoperatlons of suspended

mining projects. R SO

“While we apprec;ate the efforts
of Undersecretary Jasareno tolead
the mining audit, [but] he must
also explain the questionable min-

ing permits, and the inability of the ‘

MGB to adequately address i mrnmg
accidents and complamts, he saids

(leansing %
MEANWHILE, ATM called on Ja-
cinto and Moncano to épn e
a stakeholders’ meeting. to'be
facilitated by the DENR chief to
assessandmapoutthedlrectlonsand
priorities to address mining igsies.,

Clemente Bautista, natlona"li ‘

coordinator of Kahkasan-People 3
Networkforthe Emrlronment sardq
“it is good that Aquino’s top pro-

ETmoter of i mining 11bera11zatmn 1s ‘
out of the'audit team:

[ I

"Tﬁlsﬁnllfurtherstrengthen the
monitering.of mining opetation‘in .
the cduntry Aside from cleansmg
theDENRofcorruptandpro-mmmg
plunder officials, Secretary Lopez
should,institute radical pglicy re- .
formsr making mining serves our
queéstfor mational- mdustnahza-‘
tion and modernization of our 4g-""
riculturéiUnlike now, it is onented
toward export and pnvate proflt ”

Bautista-said. . - Y T

OMPs choice? - ..

The* Chamber of Mines of the-
hrhppmes {COMP), oni thé other
hand, welcomed Moncario’s re-
portedlappmntment to the MGB: -
" Ina news statement released on

sents m1n1ng industry’sbigplayers,
said it “welcomes the appointment -
of Director.IV Wilfredo-Moricano, - ¢
formerlyr director of MGB-Davao -
region tolthe MGB's s top post.”
Moncano, the COMP statemerit

said, - loffu:mlly removes from the & -

official roster of Department 6f En--
vironment and Natural Resources’
officials.Leo J, Jasareno, whose ap-*
pointmentas seniorundersec retary -
is still pending in Malacafiang” -
“We afe looking forward to-
workmg w1th D1rector Moncano :

[
1L

,Wednesday, COMP, which repre: ‘-

and are éoﬁfldent that he will set
the proper policy direction need-
ed to bogst the industry,” COMP
Vice Presrdent forLegaland Pollcy
Ronald S Recidoro said.

The chamber also welcomed
the statéments of Jacinto that it
is the MGBS mandate to encour-
age growlth In investments in the
mining mdustry, which will benefit
local commun1t1es

“The conf1dence of Dlrector
Jacinto that the industry has the
potential ito contribute more to
the development of far-flung com-

"munities and also to the country’s

GDP remains a challenge for us
in the ch: ainber to strengthen our
programs|’ rni community develop-
ment,” Recidoro added.

In arepQrt Jacinto stressedlocal

governments will suffer the brunt
of losses if: the government sus-
pends tootmany mines,” Jacinto
went on tg' icite MGB data, where
chamber ‘thembers contribute a
sizable chlunk of regional GDP,
“Under!. the strict mandate of
the MGB, we are hoping to pour in

“another $20b11honworth of mining
' projectsintothe country’seconomy
' forthenextflveyears Thiswillhave
© significant posmve impactin com-
. Munities as we implement our so-

“ clal development and management

programs Remdoro said.
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~ Mining clampdown

worries investors

L "By RICHMOND MERCURIO 5 o
- The Department of Environment.and Natural Re-
sources (I?ENR) is sending the wrong signals to inves-
tors with its pronouncements seen harming what should

e an attractive Philippine mining industry, an official
of the Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry

(PCCI)’s mining committee warned.

' “It déstroys the image of
the Philippines from an invest-
-ment standpoint,” PCCI min-

ing committee co-chairman.

ent the other
day when 23 mining companies are rec-
.ommended for suspension,” he added.
Leviste said such suspension orders
are ‘causing concerris for the industry,
particularly to those looking to invest in
the country. - B
“Mining inyestors of course will have
second thoughts about the Philippines.
For those of us who are here already,.we
are familiar with the dynamics of PKilip—
pine business but to those who will come

particularly the announcem

‘Jose Leviste 'said in an inter-.
view yesterday. ' ¥
“We are concerned about’
the pronguncements of DENR;
—— . 1y

in of course are getting nervous,” he said.
According to Leviste, the Philippines

 has the potential to be the Chile of South-

east Asia' when it comes to its industry of
mining, ' B
However, recent pronouncements by
the DENR are hot helping the country in
reaching such potential, he said.

“We are going 16 be a mining country.

and be like Chile depending on'the actua-
tions of DENR. For example, ‘we have
. . o . Turn to B-3

to decide on wliether we want
to proceed with Tampakan
or not. I personally think we
should~But if we decide that
we-as a country don’t want to
develop Tampakan, then you

- are not developing the largest
undeveloped coppetr mine in
‘Southeast Asia,” Leviste said.
Environment Secrétary

. Gina Lopez has ordered a
‘massive audit of the operations
of mining companies since her

"¢ Mining..

. From B4 .
DENR by President Duterte. .
The audit resulted in the sus- -
pension of the operations of 10
mining companies for violation -
of environmental standards;
while several more companies
including Filminera Resources, |
Mareventures Mining and De-
velopment, Agata, CTP Con-
struction and Mining, Hinatuan
Mining, Benguet, Lepanto Cor-. '
solidated Mining and Oceanai
Gold were alsn merommande
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No new mmmglmvestments seen

I'ﬁ__"‘wwﬁeeﬂlmm

With how the Duterte government
and the fiery environment advocate-
turned-Secretary of the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) Gina Lopez is re- worlung min-
ing regulations, alocal busmessman said
itsnowonderthereare nor newmvestors
entering the mining sector.”

Oceana Gold Philippines Ine. pre51-
dent Jose P Leviste Jr. said new mining
investors may be turned off by the reor-
ganization and restructunng of DENR
rules.

“They are nervous,” sald Lewste
yesterday on the sidelines of the 42nd
Philippine Business Conference He said
existing businesses including Oceangold
are already familiar with the “dynamics
of Philippine business.” '

With DENR’s move to suspend nu-

merous mmmg permlts Leviste said

e -

. his company which is Listed in. Toronto

. and Sydney has also been affected. “Our

+ stocks ‘(had a) 22.3 percent drop i one

. single day. The incoming mining inves-
tor will have second thoughts about the
Ph]]lppmes Yhe said. B
L When asked if he knows ofanymmmg
prospects sniffing around the country, his
answer is disappointing. “I can tell there
- is probably none. Before the pronounce-
ments DENR) peopleareluglﬂyexmted
- These days, the mood is subdued,” he
++said. Leviste lamented this since i:he Phil-
'ippines is considered a hlgh]y mineralized
country, The local mining mdustry is top
., listed as a copper and nickel source ina
global scale.

. Leviste -however clarified that he
wholly agreed with the Duterte govern-
ment’spolncy of responsible mining. “We
“also welcome the appointment of Louie
 Jacinto (s department undersecretary.

"Hehas been able to gwe focus and atten-

the 23 list recommended for

tion to the mining sector.” L
Lopez has issued several mmmg
permnt cancellations and has been clos-
ing down mining operations she found
tobe m‘esponmble There are 23 mmmg
operapons that are eyed for
suspensmn at the moment.
Lewste said they have
been spaled such erackdowms.
“We are fine, we're OK. No ~
problem with (DENR) audit. |
We don’t have a suspensxon
order” The company is on :

==-—'—

suspension but there was no
formal notice from the gov-
emment.

Lewste said he is “friends”
with Lopez. “Our families have
been fnends for a long time,
we are polmcal allies, He said
Oceana Gold is “alive and very
well.” "
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DENR mining stance

e

worries business

By Amy R. Remo
@amyremoINQ

The Philippine Chamber of
Commerce and Industry yester-
day warned that sweeping
statements and announcements
being -made by the Department
of Environment and Natural Re-
sources are “destroying the im-
age of the Philippines from an
investment standpoint.”

The PCCI, the -country’s
largest business organization,
was referring to the series of
DENR announcements regard-

mg the list of ‘mining firms that

L were up for suspensmn.

“'*This creates some concern
for the industry. For us (mmmg
firms) that are already here, we
are proceedmg with our opera-
tions. But for those who want to
come in, they are getting ner-
vaus, ’”sa1d Jose P. Leyiste Jr.,
who co-chairs the mining com-
mittée'of the PCCL. ~

“Incommg mining investors
will now have second thoughts
about the Phxhppmes and, be-
cause i of these’ pronounce-
ments ‘no investor would want

" sector, which had the potentlal

" utortothe economy : !.'Q :

tocomeinevenifwearea hlgh~
ly mineralized country,” Levilste
said on the sidelines of the 4znd '
Philippine Business Conferérice

yesterday.. - i
Leviste stressed the need to The Phlllpplnes

createalucrative and conducive ~ Canh be the Chlle

envitonment' for the miding = of Southeast =~ |

to becomeamgmfxcant contrlb_- : Asiain mining . o
) " butinvestorsare
At the same time, Levisté coori
urged the government to m'ake nervous
a ﬁrm decision on the fate of! the <
Tampakan copper gold mine Jose P. Leviste Jr. -

pro_]eCt, which has the potentlal Co-chair, PCC! mining commlttee : ;
— 7,,7?7 _ R . [

3

to become the single largest for-

eign investment in the country -

with a planned $6-b11110n capl-
tal infusion.

“The Phlllppmes can be the

Chile of Southeast Asia when it

" comes to mmmg but many:in-

vestors aré nervous. The Phlllp- .

.bines can’ become a mining
country bit it will depend on
the actions of the DENR. For ex-
ample, we have to' dec1de
whether'we want to proceed
- with Tampakan or not" -
“Should we move slowly ?
Yes Should we move carefully"

Yes. But if we decide that wa]
don't want to develop Tam-
pakan, then you won't be devel-
oping the largest undeveloped|
copper niine in Sautheast Agia,
The previous administration is-
sued an ‘environment compli- !
ance certificate but the current
DENR teain is questmnmg that {
ECC,” Leviste added:

On OceanaGold Corp., Lev- ?
iste said the company was con-
tmulng to operate the Didipio ;
gold-copper mine despite con-
cerns about the' direction that
the DENRwas takmg INQ
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OceanaGoId slams’ mmmg audlt results .

By Othel V. Campos

OCEANAGOLD Philippines Inc.,
a unit of Australia-based Oceana-
Gold Corp., decried Wednesday
the results of the the mining audit
done by the Environment Depart-
ment, saying the move ruined the
. image of the Philippines as an in~
vestment destination.
“The pronouncements are
" sweeping, no question about
that. I could tell there is prob-
ably none (mining companies)

going here. When you make that -

kind of announcements, it affects
the whole industry,” company
president Jose Leviste Jr. said at

the sidelines of 42nd Philippine
order. We’re operating. To serve

Business Conference at the Mar-

riot Hotel in Pasay Clty {
* %“Ag the head of the gold and
copper section of the Philippine
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry, I'm concemed not only
for OceanaGold but fof the entire
industry,” he sazd o
Leviste made the. remarks af-

fer the Environment Department

recommended the cancelation
of 23 mining permits, including
that of OceanGold’s.

OceanaGold he sald ﬁas still |

operating in the absence of a for-

“mal government order. stoPpmg

the -firn’s copper-gold opera-
tions in Didipio,. Nueva Vlzcaya
province.

- “We don’t have a suspensron

Lot

a suspensmn order, it has to ha\fe '

due process and due process
means they should have a good
reason for suspensron » Lev1ste
said. T ¢

- The company welcomed Pres- ;‘

ident Rodngo Duterte s call for
responsible mining practices and '

‘the adoption . of: -the Canadian.
and Australian standards in min-"
ing. The cémpany said it was an

advocate and’ practxtloner of re-

sponsrble mining., . i

Leviste declined to disclose
the company’s prospects for the
year due to reports that the Er'x—
vironment - Department would
cancel the extension of the ex—
ploratxon permit granted by the
prevrous adrmmstratlon : o

I
HO

. ‘ R
- ERN

QceanaGold’s mother com-
'pany, which is listed in Toronto
:and Sydney bourse, suffered a
*22.3-point drop in stock price in .
.a single day, Leviste said. '

He added mining companies -
porsed to enter the Philippines -
‘were “having second thoughts -
rand quite nervous” of the dy-
‘namics of Philippine business. |

Leviste said the Philippines
“still has the opportunity to be a |
mining country it projected if the
‘Environment Department. will
stick to the policy of the Duterte
| government, ‘

“We can still be the Chile of
' Southeast Asia, depending on the
actuations of the department,” he ‘
 said
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" - ILOILO €ITY—The Capiz Pro- -

vincial Board may have uphe'ld the
* decision to lift a 50-year mining ban,
‘but the Department:of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) said
it does not mean the provincial govern-
‘ment has the authority to i issue mmmg
‘permits. A
- Ina phone interview w1th Mamla
Bulletin, DENR Capiz Provincial Direc-
tor Valentin Talabero said the approval
for exploratlon activities or mining
permit is issued by DENR Central Of-
fice in Metro Manila and not by Capiz
provincial government. L

- Talabero reminded members of the
provincial board that DENR Secretary
‘Gina Lopez is not amenable to new
mining activities. )

. - “Even existing mining compames
are undergomg audit,” he sa1d

DENR welghs in on |
llftmg of mmlng ban'

Capiz Governor Antonio del Rosario
has repeatedly expressed his opposmon
to mmmg actmtles in the provmce

" But majority'of the provmmal board
members voted to reinstate the lifting
of the ban, which was initially decided
by the prevmus board last ng

The decision to lift the ban'$temmed
from the request of the Maayon town
governmient.

Maayon officials belleve|the town
would benefit economically if the Teresa
Marble Corp., an Australian company,
is allowed to extract mmerals from
Canap:an vﬂlage I B

Jie
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‘Lumad’ marchers
reach Los Banos

At least 2,300 mdlgenous peoples from Southern

Tagalog and Mindanao are on their way to Metro-

Manila for the final leg of a caravan that seeks to
bnng their concerns to the attention of the na-

tional governmerit. Mangyan, Dumagat and.

Pala’wan, "lumacl” and Moro representatives

will join other groups on the Umvers1ty of

.the’ Phxhppmes Diliman campus m Que-
zon C1ty fora senes of programs

'

S TR M

e . baon
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THIBAl. FOLK GIVE DU30 HI[iH SI}IIHE BlIT CALL FOR MI]HE ATTENTII]N

LOS BANOS, LAGUNA—In-
digenous peoples from South-
‘ern Tagalog and Mindanao on
Wednesday gathered at the

University of the Philippines '

Los Bafios campus here as they
prepare for the final leg of a
caravan that seeks to bring
their concerns to the attention
of the national government.
Aboard buses, vans and jeep-
neys, at least 2,300 delegates to
the "Lakbayan ng Pambansang
Minorya” (Caravan of National
Minorities), which consist of
Mangyan, Dumagat and
Pala’wan tribes. from Southern

Tagalog and 1umad and Moro
tribes from Mindanao, are on
their way to the UP Diliman
campus in Quezon City.

At the Mindanao group’s

“stop in Naga City earlier this
week, lumad leaders said! they -

gave President Duterte a ratmg
of 8, in'a scale of 10, in his first
100 days in office as they con-

tinue to' ‘press the govemment
‘for action on their phght

; Kaerlan Fandgel, a ‘B'laan
leader - and spokesperson of
Lakbayan, said his group credit-

“ed Mr. Duterte with an initiative

to review and suspend mining

|

operatlons in Mmdanao

Fanagel said the lumad: also
appreciated the administra-
tion’s move, through the De-y,
partment of Agranan Reform
to pursue land reform by issu-.
ing a two-year moratorium on-
land conversion.

He said the lumad would
continue to call on the national:
government to stop the killings
of tribal people and harassment;
of lumad schools in the hmter-

lands, which have been ta.rgetecl' in the country so they could -
by paramﬂltary groups. I ;

Fanagel said’ the group,

i “Now,

" efforts to disband paramilitary
* groups in Mindanao.

President Duterte
.;has told the Armed Forces of

; 'the Philippines to recognize

“IPPER HAL

F."

T.OWER HALF

" that [the military] organized
and armed these paramilitary
~ groups. [This] shows thatthese

paramilitary groups must be

held responsible for the kllhngs

of luinad,” he said.

Fanagel said the group wait-

ed to unite all indigenous peoples

‘speak in one voice. —nzpon-rsmom

'KIMMY BARAOIDAN, JUAN ECANDOR
.though, recogmzes Mr. Duterte” s' JR.AND MARS. ARGUELLES INQ '

bt

o ARV PP
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'HOUSE, SENATE

,~ ERSHIP IS GOOD

By Jovee MARIE N. DELA CRUZ v @javeemarie

HE leglslatlve partnershlp _
* between the House of ;- .
4 Representatlves and the Senate is
one of the most important partnershlps
in the Phlhppme1 government, as botht-

houses of Cengress needto be one, yet'

indep -dent to craft and.pass. laws. !

.-JL .

Accordmgto the1987 Constltutlon . )
Iegxslanvep wgrsha]lbevestedmthe BusinessMirror -

=/

theSenateleadershlp to

o
f |
age ofourrespecuveleg ]

dajin the 17th Congress,” _’
d O“m“ssm“' inthis [ricticrsthipdriven

. President leterte’s PDP-Laban;

. “Wedon'thaveaproblem in.terms
of partnershlp [with the senators]

because the Senate President and the

Speaker belong. to the same party

Tavidan anild

Fut) ebetterﬂuanyesterdays

and bnghter than today’s, he said.
" "+PDP:Laban and Majority Leader
Rep. Rodolf‘oC Farifias of llocos Norte

StrOIlE as Senatp pYFt:l{]nhf Armilina
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Bouse, Ceonple %m‘n@ré/nip G
L ‘Goop’! |
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CONTINUED FrROM J1
P N ey |5 e
“We are on-track [to pass our
legislative agenda] under the lead:
ership of the Speaker, The President
".has signified to’ convene regularly
the Ledag egislative-Exg utive,
Developi %‘avisdfyi—';f(:aurgbﬂ]i’? ..
Farifias added;.., .7
Thelawmakets said the 17thCon-
gresslegishﬁﬁg:égéndaisigﬁppfganf,g '
as it will be a tool “to effect meaning-,
ful and genuine change” . . . .
Alvarez said both the House of;
Representatives 'and the: Senate’

would give each other full suppoit.

priority bills. - . : L
The Speaker said inchided %on !
the House’s legislative agénda are .
tax-reform law; mining-reform law; |
transforming the country’s unitary’.
presidential form of government to N
afederal parliamentary system; reim- -
position of death penalty; reversion .
of the minimura age of criminal re-
sponsibility from 15 to 9; emergency
powets for the President to resolve -
the traffic problem; enactment of a

through the'i;i;tnédia;e passage of

freedom of information law, labor-

reform law and lav, increasing pen-
sions for retirees; aqd the revjsion of
- Government Procurement Act.

" If this legisiaﬁvg agenda seems

overly ambgﬁgg:e;ﬁ:o some,! Alvarez

+ ., said itis only Bécaise of inertia.

‘only the stocdiolders of miging
S 2

AL’L%IAREZ said the House would Iike
to see mining companies securing a
legislative franchise before they are

‘ aﬂéwed to operate. I "
The Speaker said he would file
2 bill requiring mining companies
to ée‘cdre%legiSlative franchise and
subjecting mining compinies to
congressional oversight, His bill
.will also require mined ores to be
. processedorsémiprocessedwithin

. the Philippines.

“That way, their activitics would

~ be subject to Iegislative'oqersight

and their franchises can be révoked
by the oversight body, instead of a
probably bribable bureaucrat in an
obscure DENR [Department of En-
viroxim_e_nt\and Natural Rest urces]
office if they violate the terms and
conditions,” Alvarez said. .
“Also,' we would like to ehsure
that these .companies do not ex.
port the ores they mine. Process-
ingor sexﬁi;jrdcéssing of thesfg ores

* should be done within the Philip-

pines. This is one way to give jobs

to our people, instead of enriching

b i
‘companies;” he'added, - P
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Apex Mlnlng gets ISO badge

By LOUISE MAUREEN SIMEON

Listed Apex Mining Co. Inc.

has received its International

Organization for Standardiza-
tion (ISO) 14001 certification

for Environmental Manage-

ment System (EMS).

In a disclosure to the local
bourse, the company said its
operating mine in Compostela

Valley has met the standards of

compliance for the issuance of
the ISO 14001 after two stages
of audit. ‘

The certification has a valid-
ity of three years for its explo-
ration activities, underground
mining, milling and recovery,
smelting of gold and silver
using carbon-in-pulp pro-

cess, mine waste and mill tails
manageinent and all support
services: -
Established in 1996, the
ISO 14001 EMS standard is a
systematic framework toman-
age the immediate’ and long
term environmental impacts
of an organization’s products,
services and processes. .
~ The Maco Mine in Compos-
tela Valley milled 203,476 tons
of ore in the first half 34 percent
more than the 152,136 tons of
ore milled a year earlier.
- The mine produced 26,577
ounces of gold and 140,317

ounces. of silver, higher than

the 20,334 ounces of gold and‘

107,036 ounces of silver pro—
duced in2015. . 9

Former Environment and
Natural Resources secretary
Ramon Paje signed Admin-
istrative Order 2015-07 man-
datmg all mining contractors
to secure ISO 14001 Certlﬁca-
tion.
The DAO 2015-07 ”mstltu-

tionalizes. an environmental ,

management system that en-
sures the adherence of local

mining ‘operations to mterna— .
‘tional standards, parncularly :

the ISO 14001 certification, as a,
measure of respon51ble mining

in the country. It ensures that

appropriate measureslare put

in place to achieve minimal .

negative impacts of miningon

the environment.” ‘
Meanwhile, Apex Mining

_posted a net income of P133
"million in the first semester of '

the year, up 60 percent year °
on year. ‘
The increase was due to the

- new production record follow-"

ing improved mill recoveries .
established by the Maco mine
during the period.

. The company is primarily

; engaged in the mining and pro-.

, duction of gold, silver, copper, . :
lead and other precnousmeta]s 4
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‘Ugly scars' left by mlners
hadow development

i : I . . . . . . e

v 0
BY ]ONATHAN L. MAYUGA v@)onlmayuga l L

INING disasters often leave
behind ugly scars, grim

I, A reminders of the destructlon
brought by mining operations that , |
overshadow pr(irmsed development

in host: communltles, env1r0nmental i

act1v1sts sald‘

Evenmined-outareasstill bear
theugly face of mineral-extraction
activities many yearsafter the op-
erations have ceased, leaders of
Kalikasan-People’s Network for
the Environment (Kalikasan-PNE)
and Alyansa Tigil Mina (ATM)
added, as they challenged anew
the government to review min-
ing's benefits as against the dam-
age they cause the environment.

Accordingto Jaybee Garganera,
national«<oordinator of ATM, the -
scars left behind by Marcopper in
Marinduque and PhilexinBenguet
are among the worst in the coun-

Biising seMirror

o

try’s history.:

Kalikasan-PNE and ATM are
vocal critics of the mining-liber-
alization policy of the government
andwantlarge-scale miningin'the
country stopped. :

Bothare calhng for the repeal of

‘k"‘

the Phlhpi:nn& Mining Act of 1995 -
and'President Aquino's Executwe

Order-79. They also seek the. en-
actment of a mining law that w111
protect ‘the environment and gwe
more beneflts to the people, . -

1
]
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\ W ¢omrs’ eld ’7‘{ miners operdoctry

The groui)sl said that, despite the so--
called economic benefits and the aggres-
sive promotion of the government, min-
Ing sector’s contribution to the national
economy remains insignificant,

Miningcompanies, theysay, rake huge
profitin exploitingthe country’smineral
resources, but pay very little taxes, and
some companies even get to enjoy tax
holidays under the current mining fiscal
regime, they I'e;mented. o

Theyadded that the tixes mining com-
panies pay to the goyéz_‘nm'en_t, little as
they are, are hardly felt by the residents
ofthehost communities, whose livesand
livelihood are first to be affected when a
mining disaster struck, : ,, . o

Mining companies, through the vari-
ous projects, have made their presence
feltin manyareas, where roads, bridges,
schools, health and civic;centers were

"4 companies,

el opmert

-_-.‘-Re‘vgénués gqneg_}lt-ed b}} the govern-

- mentfrommining, hesaid, areevenlower
 than the taxes paidby tobacco andliquor
 compa o

_ C:tmg z{"compqratlve study on the

“economic contributions of industries in
termsofexcisetax by Cielo Magno of Ban-
tay Kita, in 2012, Garganera noted that

" 45.5pércent of the P22-billion excise tax
collected by the gov;rgérnmerlt came from

tobacco companies, while 33.3 percent
came from alcohol {¢ompanies.- Mining

only chipped in 3 pércent.

“In terms of toxicity, Marcopper is
the worst. Philex’s [mining disaster] is
WOTst in terms of volume,” Garganera

" 5aid:"The differencisthat Marcopper

C o did not pay for its crime, while Philex

putup in host communities. But these,

according to their critics, are nothing
compared to what mining|companies
get from exploiting the country’s rich
mineral deposits. T
Garganeéra said mining’s contribution
tothe GDPisless than 1 percént. Annual

employment generated by the mining
sector, he said, ranges from 200,000 to .

250,000. This includes; quarrying and
small-scale mining operations,

., _Coppera

settled over P1 billion in fines to the

' government,” he said. Inbetween Mar-
nd Philex mining disasters, the’

Rapu-Rapu mining disasterin 2005 was
also note mentioning, Garganera said.
" Evenso, he said the'over P1 billion
'in fines the

© 2013 from the company’s Padcal cop-
per and gold mine in Benguet are not
. enough to cover for the massive enyi-
ronmental damage. */ .
Garganeraadded that theres noway
to know whether the fines and penal-
' ties paid by mining companies have in
fact, been used for the rehabilitation
of affected areas. b
" The accidental leak at Philex’s Pad-
cal mine'dumped over 20 million metric

tons of sediments into the Balog Creek

company paid for the ac.”
- cidental tailings-pond leak in August -



13 0cT 2016

DATE

— P_}j_\.(j.}g- e .‘-.-_.M.‘
,H_-..‘_-..-..._..K.._._.-‘,.__ -
UPPEWE-—-

FOWER HALF

IrTror
P2

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE

\Mﬂhf ocare” el by WWS

oVvr Slan Ao ws

inBenguet and the Agno River in Panga-
sinan, and reached the San Roque Dam.
The Marcopper mining disaster, on
March 24, 1996, on the island-province
of Marinduque, on the other hand, ren-
dered the BoacRiver.'biologically dead”.
_ A fact-finding.réport by the Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines-
Nassa, he said, indicates that conﬁ‘r_luni-
tiesstillsuffer fromtheimpactsof Philex
mining disaster even though the govern-
ment had already allowed the company
to resume its normal operations. . |,
He said the government should first
come up with a comprehensiveé studyand
-determine the economicvalue of forestry,
agriculture and fisheries as against:-the
benefits offered by miningbeforeopening
anareatolarge-scale mining companies.
“This, I believe,is the primary consid-
eration why the provincial government of
South Cotabato has decided not to allow

the open-pit mining method because of -

the potential adverse impact to agricul-
ture, watersheds and forest resources of
the province,” Garganera said.. - -
Also, he said the.government should
come up with amethodology where fines
-and penalties paid by mining companies
for environmental violations are exclu-
sivelyused for the protection and conser-
vation of the cauntry’s natural wealth.
Clemente Bautista, national coordina-
torof Kalikasan-PNE, said damageto the
‘environment as aresult of mining disas-

Vg

oy lopond

ns a big problem. “There hag
o bgen.na-actual‘rehabiﬁtation," he said.
. Garganeracited thatof the P900-mil-
* lionfipepaid by Rapu-Rapu for dumping

Cyanide in coastal argas of Rapu Rapu
'I'slarid in Albay, more than half, or P500
million, was used to p:ay_ for the consul-

" tation on how to rehabilitate affected

- coastal areas in the Bicol region.

. “Whateverhappenedtothe P1-billion
fine paid by Philex? N obody knows, The
DepartmentofEnvironﬁlentandNatUral -

Resources should teil thepeople whereit

disnow,”hesaid. “Evenifthese compdnies

‘have bad records, the g'"vernment even
givethemawardsand citation. Untilnow,

- 'there are traces of tailings waste along

the Balog Creek and Agho River”
_Mining companies like Philex, Gar-
ganera said, are “recidivists” and often
- Bet away with their crimes, ,
“Mining disasters happen ot once,

. buttwiceandeven thricealready, but the

governmenthasdone nothingto prevent
these disasters,” he said! S
- Garganera added there should be a
moratorium on Ia_rge—sciale:mining op-
eration, and until such time that a new
mining policy hasbeen putinplace, min-
ing shoiild not be allowed to take place.
. “The government shbuld impose a
, mining moratorium; firstlook into the
" promised benefits of mining and the
potential damage to the environment
they may eventually caufs'e,:' he said.
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FUTURE conservationists at the islipd';

with people’s organizations in Cauayan
to help protect the island against de-
structive fishing and other activities.
It facilitates alternative livelihood for
- people living hear the island’s coastal
barangays, - o
~ Mary Ann Cordilla, president of the
CaIilingEnvirbnment—frien'dlyProduction
Association; said PRRCFlisabighelptoits.
47 members, who, besides earning extra
income from planting mangroves under
a program funded by the Bureau of Fish-
eries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR), are
now engaged in raising crabs under the
Philippine National Aquaculture Program,
The group's small cage for crabs is on
Danjuganlsland,whichint':omeau'g'ments
theirearnings from fishingand mangrove
planting. -~ .. | Coe :
Randy Quezon, president of Linahon
Susten’ancé Fishing Association, -added
that their group also benefit from Dan-
jugan’s conservation. - o

learning center

-He said the corals aild mangroves

b ar"ou"ndtheiélandprovide4h’e'althybreed-

* inggroundandprotection forsmalifishes,
allowing the fish stocks in|¢'él"uayan's rou-
nicipal fishing ground to flourish.

"The group, which also*plants man-
groves for BFAR’s program, said the

tain become a good source of fishes, such
. as gusaw, sapsap, and crabg%locally called
kasag. Quezon said they no longer have to
g0 in.open seas for bigger catch.
 Albao, meanwhile, said'the PRRCFI
continuestostruggleto educatethepeople
to change their destructive way of lifeand
protect Danjugan, as well as other islands
from destructive activities.!
“Wewanttoteachthe people, especially
thechildren, the importance ofprotecting
the marine environment,” Albao added.
PRRCEI's two major programs focus on
matrineecosystem education;information

and cofmunications. ‘

healthy fmangrove forests it helps main- -

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATEON AND IN_I_TRATI'V_ES SERVICE-
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Tourists, future conservation advocates

i

]
o ,'.,

THE PRRCFI allows visitors to come and stay i

on the island through the annual Marine and®
Wildlife Camps, and the Danjugan Island En- :
vironmental Education Program (DEEP).. :

The annual camps, a pioneering initiative: of

PRRCF], started in 1991. It offers youngpeople ;

ages 13 to 17, an opportunity to stay on the i is-
landtoexperience,learnand appreciate nature, R

particularly the marine ecosystem and wildlife, .

More than athousand campershavehad the- |
privilege of exploring the island since the sum-
mer camp was offered. “We are happy t6 know
that some of the campers have been touched by -
theirstayon theisland. Some of them prormsed :
to pursue college educatlon and take up manne

biology to help us,” Albao said.

. “What normally are not taught in schools o
are taught on theisland’s learning center," Al

bao added.
He explamed that besides learmng the
entific hames:of species, campers are’
about its hature anid the role each specie
in the ecosystem. :
“That way, we can teach them to by
future conservationists,” he said.

? "‘4

DEEP appreclatlon

FUNDED, by the Foundation of f:he Ph111pp1ne

Environmerit' (FPE), DEEP started in 2011 to
support the summer camp. It seeks to address
the constraints to marine and wildlife. conser-
vation thathaunt most parts of the country by
engaging educational institutions. '
DEEPcamps, whichusuallytakethreeto five

~ days, involvecempers-—includmgteachers and

students—wholiveand have fun on theisland
while learning about marine b10d1vers:ty in-
culcating in the students a deep appreciation
of what nature has to offer. Albao said summer

carips teach about b1od1vers1tyconsetvatlon,‘ e
sustainable development andchmate changeto - §
. students and teachers of schools in the towns‘

of Cauayan, Slpalay and Hmobaan Lo

. The program’s successfiil 1mp1ementat1on .
;prompted FPE to tonsider another § grant for.
‘DEEP, extendmgand expandmgthe project’s

i scopeandcoverage 1nc1ud1ngenhancedpart- '
y ﬁershlp with ‘various national government

‘agencxes and;LGUs. in Negros Occ,gdental '

'academn: a.nd. saentlfm commumt

for re- ,_' .

from destruction. “We hope tha omied
thelr [campers] expenence on the 1slanarﬁ
- encourage them to bécome consErvauonu
‘vocates,” Albao said, :

rActivities by campers include boat ridi

' kayalung and snorkeling. Participants. are a

asked to identify or at least draw'an image
the- flSh and other species they found. Yo
campers areallowedtotakeatourinsomepa
of fthe island through the eco-pathwalk whi
leacls from onelagoon toanotherand otie bea
to xiext and ends in a watchtower that.revé
theibeauty of theisland and surroundmgs
: |In between is a path that leads to a sm
cave inhabitedbyabout 5,000 fruitbats, whi
<arefimportant in maintaining a healthy fc
" est.Teaching people, Albao said, is a stFate

_ of PRRCFI on Danjugan Island to encoura

the youth to appreciate Negros Occidenta
marme biodiversity more and one day becor
--part of the growing number of environmer
' cor?scmus people.
Fon PRRCF], buying ari lsland protectmg

.an r;u.smg it to teach people about the valug:

ha ngahealthy ecologyisatested a.ndprow
; wa.y of saving an 1sland : L

5 CoR
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Marine protected areas established
in Palawan to rebuild fish stocks

AWHOPPING 1,013,340 hectares cover-
ing both the coastal and offshore waters -
of Cagayancillo, plus 80,000 hectares of -
" Aborlan in the Philippine province of
Palawan were recently declared esMarine :

Protected Areas (MPAs).

This is.part of a two-country ini-
tiative by the World Wide Fund for
Nature (WWF) and Fondation Segré

to rebuild the fish stocks of the Coral -
Tnangle by changing the way people -

view protected areas.

government initiatives and adminis-

tered by coastal communities, these
undersea enclaves provide vital safe -
havens for marine life, while-also at- -

tracting droves of tourists. -

Sadiy, many MPAs are plagued by a . .
lack of funding. Perhaps just over 100 ~

'MPAs are properly administered. Many

are negatively viewed by coastal people -
as deterrents to, their ability to ﬁsh in

front of their homes.

This is because most MPAs have been -

designed to protect marine biodiversity
rather than to replemsh fish stocks and
support local economies.
were initially concerned that they would
no longer be allowed to fish,” recalls
Aborlan Barangay Captain Zabalo. “But
proper zoning allocated areas for fishing.”

Over the past decade, WWF has been -

trying to put people’s needs first by fo-

“Fishermen .

cusmg on the value of MPAs to maximize
fisheries production instéad of merely
- protecting biodiversity. So effective has
the move been that the people of Cagay-
anicillo ‘clamored to have their waters
protected because they benefited from
.. the bounty of the nearby Tubbataha
Reefs plus their own marine conserva-
tion efforts in Cagayancillo.

Smce WWF introduced marine conser-
vation in early 2000, we have been vigi-

lant. The reefs sustain our need for food
' MPAs are portions of the sea that are .
~ protected by law. According to MPAt- . .
las, the Philippines hosts 1557 ~more |
than any other country in Southeast
Asia. Established largely through local |

and i 1ncome For years, we have had an -
abundant fish supply. I really believe some
of them come from Tubbataha, especially.
the blg ones,” shares Cagayancillo-based
conservatlomst Nison Abados. Though .
composed of both offshore and coastal®
zones, Cagayancillo is now the largest :
MPA!in the cotntry—due mostly to an”
ordinance under Republic Act 7611,
Collaborative management is the key
to effectwe and sustainably funded MPAs. '
Roles, I‘ESPODSlbllltles and beneﬁts are

I 'I'he waters of the PhlIlppmes are some of the most productwe in the Coral 'l'rlangle
Shown is a large school of trevally in Cagayancillo, which also covers the famed atolls of
Tubbataha in Palawan. WNF PHOTO
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‘shared between national and local au-
thoritles, communities, the pnvate sector
“and other resource users,

; Realizing that sustainability means
‘business viability, the initiative works
with the local seafood and tourism séctors
to finance and manage MPAs and sustam-
able fishing initiatives.

“The ease and speed by which Abor
lan protected its waters was due to a
three-year initiative by local provmc1al
.municipal and village governments, the
‘Envitonmental Legal Assistance Center,
‘Western Philippines University dnd
‘WWE," says WWF- Phlllppmes PreSIdem
-and-CEO Joel Palma.

-The move heavily mvolves local fish-
ermen and communities in the manage-
‘ment of marine resources by helping
‘them gain exclusive rights to fisheries
located in or near MPAs and by workmg
with them to improve the health and

- productivity of their fisheries.

An example would be Seven Lines, a
coral reef system in Aborlan. “Seven Lines
supplies fish to smaller coral reefs in the
region. ThlS means fisherfolk don't need
to travel far for fishing,” says Aborlan
Municipal' Agriculture Officer Cacatian,
‘This means that even if certain areas ‘are
off-limits to fishers, the spillover effects of
protection will seed large areas with life.
. -The project aims to expand the network
of critical marine areas that are protected,
effectively managed and sustainably fi-
nanced in the Coral Triangle. “Through
well-managed MPAs, coastal communi-

+ ities can realize that conservation is the
surest. way to secure tOmorrow's ﬁsh "
‘concludes Palma.

As 0f 2016, the projects of WWF andi its

allies are protecting 904,000 hectares of

MPAs in the Philippines. :
WORLD WILDLIFE FOUNDATION
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Phl deep Ieaves Iastmg |mpre5{5|on‘\on Cousteau

Oceana senior advisor Al-
exandra Cousteau wrapped

up her two-week tour with a

diving trip to El Nido in Pala-

wan, which she described as -

a “world-class” ‘destination
worthy of protection. -
Cousteau, granddaughter

of renowned undersea explor-

er Jacques Cousteau, visited
the Philippines from Aug. 29
to Sept. 11 to promote aware-

ness on sustainable fisheries -

management and the global
'fzght agamst 111ega1 fxshmg

Oceana senior adviser Alexandra Coiigteau swims near a'school
of yellow snappers in south Minlloc fsland InEl Nldo, Palawan

el

: .pgachc:es P
 “When outhmkabout the
world that my grandfather
started scuba diving 70 years
ago, it was a world that didn't
know what was under the
- surface of the'ocean. As we've
learned more about the oceans

,ini the past 70 years than ever.

before, we’ ve ‘also lost more of
" the oc¢éans,” she told a'media
 forum:on her last day in the
coun
. She, urged Flhpmos to con-
‘ serve “the country’s marine

2 i PHOTO !V NNDANHY OCAMPD

ey mm p RS

i =

bounty, aftérseeing their beau—-
ty during her diving trips! "L
just saw Palawan and El Nido

with-my own eyes, and it is

world-class,” she said. = .,
At Apoiisland in Negros

Oriental; she swam with sea
turtles in the marine sanctuary-
-that has become a model for

protected area management: In

the tourist towri of Moalboal'in
Cebu, Cousteaugota ghmpse 'of
the sardine shoal that provides
livelihood for fishers. She was

 treated to dance numbers show-

ing the fragility of the oceans
‘by young pupils, whom she‘
exhorted to be vigilant in con-
serving their resources to ensjure’
food security i the future. |’
‘Speaking before students
at the Silliman University in
Dumaguete and at the Uni-
versity of Cebu, she focused
on the role of the oceans for
human.survival. “The ocean
is part of ourlives. It g1ves us
food, transportahon oXygen=

all cntlcal reasons to save gt,"

she stressed
Cousteail showed a fil f

her grandfather depicting how
marine resources are fast dis-:
appearing dué to overex 101-'
tation and destructive fishi
“What brings us together
is the opportunity te restore
abundance and dlver31fy inthe
oceans,” she said. “Itis notjust
about sea turtles, dolphms and-
the whales and corals, but it's
also about restoring resources
that support people especially
the poorest of the poor. There’s
an opportunity to protect com-.
munifies from typhoons and in-
creating livelihood for sustain-
ability and tourism.”. . .
In’ Manila, Cousteau. met |
with Vice President Leni Ro- -
bredo and legislators includ- .
ing Senators Cynthia Villar,
Risa Hontiveros, Miguel Zu-
biri and Juan Edgardo Angara,
as well as Rep. Pia Cayetano.
They expressed interest in
Oceana’s campaigns as €m-.
bodied in the siogan “Save the
oceans, Feed the world” and
vowed to help craft programs"
and laws that would promote
wise use of marine resources.
o rv‘mmmmmmﬁﬁMI

o
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of protecting the Sierra Madre
mountain ranges is getting
riskier, an environment official
reiterated an appeal for gov-
ernment forest rangers to be
allowed to carry firearms in.the
fight against illegal loggers.

- “The job is getting risky.

Our enemies are getting boid -

and violent,” said Milliarete

Panaligan, community envi-

ronment and natural resources
officer (Cenro) based in Real
town, Quezon province.

“Allow us to carry, firearms

. for protection. We have to de--
fend ourselves,” said Panaligan. .
Panaligan, who has beenre-

s

ceiving death threats is over-

seeing. the latest government
crackdown on; logging in the
Sterra Madre. |

After a week of operamon

‘_‘g-overnmem: forest rangers and
‘ateam of pohcemen and Philip-
~ pine. Navy personnel fecovered

more than 3,000 illegally cut
logs "abandoned in “General

‘Nakar town..Among the hard-

wood species found are red and

" white lauan and yakal.

To stress the gravity of the

situation, she said illegal log-

gers, ‘like drug pushers..

" should also be killed once they

resist arrest and fight back.”
“The DENR'’s task to protect

Our enemles are
gettmg bold and
" violent

FUHEST HANEERS SEEK [illNS Tll FI[iHT II.lEﬁAI.* I.[l[iﬁEHS

LUCENA CITY—Saymg the job -

i

Milliarete Panaligan

" Cenro

, . seized by the DENR in different
" towns in the province from -

- ——

Slerra Madre, which stretches
‘from ‘Quezon © to

“vulnerable”.

The northern Quezon sec
i tion of the Sierra-Madre is-con

Cagayan, -
. province, is too risky and forest |
', rangers are

_‘ lack of firearms, Panaligan said. -

for 1

sidered a hot spot for 111egal

-, logging operations.

i Alfredo Palencia, prov1nc1al 7
. lenvironment and natural re-
sources officer in Quezon, said *

at least 289 cubic meters
- {122,500 board feet} of illegally

- cut flitches and lumber.were. -

.January to September. —DELFIN

T.MALLARLJR. INQ
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Duterte, drugs and water

Prestdent Duterte shouId estab-
lish his legacy on two fronts:
drugs and water. Drugs is obvi-
cus. But water is also important
because it is part of the biggest
global challenge today: the
world’s water wars.

Last July 14, National Geo-
graphic’s Flora Parker wrote:
“Underground water is pumped
S0 _ aggressively around the
world that land is sinking, civil
wars are being waged, and agri-
culture is being transformed...
Around the worid, alarms are
being sounded about the depie-
tion of underground water sup-
ply. The United Nations pre-
dicts a global shortfall of water
by 2030.”

Economist Richard Damania
of the World Bank states that
without adequate water supply,
economic growth in the most
stressed parts of the world will
decline by 6% of the gross do-
mestic product.

. Environment Secretary Gina
Lopez knows this. She immedi-
ately ordered the creation of a
Natjonal Water Roadmap soon
after taking office.

Our farmers today face con-
tinuing losses due to water
shortage. Countless children

’ enwronment—fnendly

- COMMENTARY

ERNESTO M. ORDONEZ

suffer diseases because of un-
safe water. Environmentalists
rail against fossil fuels be‘cause‘
i hy-
dropower is not bemg properly
harnessed. :

© - +If Duterte effectively man-

ages our national water situa-
tion, his legacy will also be for
the world as it faces the danger-
ous global water crisis. |

- 'In 1999, the National Water
Resources Board (NWRB) at-
tempted to formulate a national
water plan. Not much happened

. because of inadequate top gov-

ernment support. In 2010, the
National Economic . Develop-

ment Authority (Neda) worked-

on a water roadmap. However,
thls focused mainly on a net-
work to supply water to differ-
ent sectors.

NWRB . executivé director

Sevillo David Jr. cited important.

elements ; missing in this
roadmap Examples are inade-
quate emphasis on water re-

source management water aIlo-
cation, structure. development
to collect and Preserve water,
hydropower for energy, and ed-
ucating critical sectors ori w1se
water use, - i

For her part, Secretary
Lopez sees the link between de-’
forestation- and water scarcn:y .

.She has ordered bamboo plant-.

ing in one million denuded
hectares by 2022, Knowing the.
complexity of the problem, she
has prioritized a comprehensive
water roadmap formulation.
Last’ Sept 14, Dawd presided
over the first water roadmap
meeting, Attendees were most- -
ly division chiefs from a few wa-;
ter- related agencies. B
But the water crisis requires’
much more than this. Examples
are the Departrient of Agncul-f
ture (DA) because of the water;
needed by farmers, the Depart-
ment of ‘Health (DOH) to pre-
vent water-related diseases, the

Department of Trade and. In-

dustry (DTI) to prevent water:’
waste, the Department of Ener-:
gy (DOE) to harness hydropow-|'
er, the Department of Education
{DepEd) to educate our youth on
proper water use, and the Local |’
Government Umts (LGUs) for.

[
]
4
1

. effectwe water dlsposal A
proposed
-amendments to the 1976 Water
implemented

Most of the
Code can be
through political will and with-
out the need for long Congres-

sional approval. Mr. Duterte can

make this happen, as he did

with the Freedom of Informa-

tion via executive action.

The president must identify.

.- water-positive initiative and -
partner this with his drug-neg- :

ative thrust. He must lead in

addressing this water chal-

lenge. .
Mr. Duterte hxmself must

mobilize the approximately 30 '

water-related government

agencies to address the water

crisis. Six years from now, he
should be remembered not only
for his national legacy in fight-

ing drugs, but also for his. global

legacy in successfully address- -

ing the water crisis, INQ ; :

(The author is chair of Agri-
watch, former Secretary for Pres-

idential Flagship Programs and

Projects, and former Undersecre-

tary for Agriculture, Trade and

Industry. For inquiries and sug- "

i gestions, e-mail . agri-

watch_phil@yahoo.com or call -

telefax 8522112, )
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Enforce flsherles Iaws—

By Anna Leah E. Gonzales
and Sandy Araneta

STRONGER: - law enforcement'

are needed to achieve sustain-
able fisheries and seafood self-
sufficiency in the Philippines,
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources National Director Ed-
uardo Gongona said. |
Relatedly, the Angono, Rizal
chapter of the fisherfolk group
Pambansang Lakas ng Kilusang
Mamamalakaya ng- :Pilipinas
(Pamalakaya) on Tuesday la-
mented that dumpmg waste and

the landfill in the Angono part .

of Laguna de Bay are still on-
going even after dialogue thh
the Laguna Lake Development
Authority and the Department
of Environment and Natural Re-
SQurces.

“We have to malntaln and
protect our traditional ﬁshmg
grounds. If we proper]y enforce
_ our fisheries law, then we will
have enough fish, We need ac-
tion, and we need to do it now,”
Gongona said.

Lax enforcement resulted in
‘illegal, unreported’ and unregu-
lated fishing, he said.

Oceana Phlhpplnesiwce pres-

ident Atty. Gloria Ramos noted .

that at present, 56 percent of
Filipinos’ animal protein comes

from fish and 93 percent of fish -

caught in the country are con-
sumed domestxcally

resources,” Ramos said.

“Fish is not only a vxtal
food- source, it alsoj provides
livelihood for millions: of:
F:llpmos For a country that
is dependent on the seas:for:
susteriance and livelihood, we
certalnly need to be more v1g-
ilant in protecting our marmet

At ipresent, the Philippines:
ranks 11th in. the world as a
source of seafood, but destruc-
tive fishing practices caused a.
rapid decline of fish supply in
the country. :

“Strengthened law enforce-
ment: and sustainable fisher-
ies management also protects
the spawning ground of fl$h
If our fisheries were. given
time and protection to recover,
they would ensure seafood se-
curlty and result in increased
incomes for marginalized fish-
erfolk, who are the country’s
poorest of the poor; and our

coastal residents whose hves, :
income and culture arg’ tled to.

ouF oceans,”‘Ramos satd ;‘
Eaarher the governrnjent ap—
pre'hended two fishing boats
ggnaya Port, San Remegio
mmtne -northern. part of Tafion
Strait, - whlch ‘contained 19
thresher ‘sharks .and-70 buckets
ofzf'%h belleved o be caught us-
ing d namite. -
fion, Strmt is a narrow’ body
_ater between Negros and
i 1sIands and is the larg-

STV lf,\‘{. - [

est marine protected area in the
Philippines. -

Ramos s'aid the recent ap-
prehension is a strong indica-
tion of strengthened enforce-
ment to deter illegal fishing
in Tafion Stralt

“With the apprehension of the

. vessels, we expect a case to be

filed soon agamst the owner and
the crew. Theiillegal fishing not
only v1olates .our fisheries and
conservatlon laws, but also the
Cebu Provmc:al Ordinance pro-
tecting all' shark species in the
province, ”'she said.

" Ramos :$aid the protection
of thresher sharks has gained
global support as parties to the
Convention on International

Trade in Endangered Species |

of Wild Fauna and Flora voted
in favor

various. ngt1onal agencies are

B‘filstmg these, spe- "

cies in- A%g ndix 11, control-

ling thieir| 3de to ensure thelr

“survival. (B & :
“We aredplad to note that the

coordmat!mg in the enforce-

ment of fllsbenes and environ-

mental la{x*rs and exhibit strong :
resolve in, apprehendmg plun-'
derers of our oceans. Thig;joint,
endeavor|must be sustamed to:

restore fisheries abundance, .

and ensuit'e the protection and

conservation .of our flsherles.y

and natural resources and of .
course, the lwehhoods of -our
people,” she said.
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Carp in Laguna Iake emasculated by poIIutlon

By RAINIER ALLAN RONDA .

Pollution in the Laguna de
Bay is making the male carps
.in the lake lose thelr mascu-
linity,. -
A study conducted by Mi-
chelle Grace Paraso of the
University of the Philippines-
| Los Bafios (UPLB) College of
Veterinary Medicine found
that a majority of the male
commuon carp in the lake have
shrunken testes compared
with those of the normal male
ca

i have been “feminized.” This

feminization shows that the”

carp was exposed to certain

This indicated that they

types of poltutants, partlcu-
larly estrogen. ... .-
" Paraso said that this phe-
nomenon could mean that
carps can serve as biomarkers
or tools, for the detection -of
the magnitude of pollution in
waterways.

Paraso’s study, which was

funded by the De%artment

of Science and Technology-
National Research Council
of the Philippines (DOST-
NRCP), evaluated carp as fish
biomarker in determining the

contamination of Laguna de

Bay in four sites: Sta. Cruz and

Paete, Laguna (East Bay) ancl ‘.

Taguig Gity and Muntmlupa

City (West Bay)r. .- oo iv

Abiomarkeris an orgamsrn

with a particular substance

that may serve as mdlcator
of some natural phenornenon

logical pressures like infection
and disease.

According to the study,
changes. in tﬁ

quality and temperature.
Estrogemc contaminant or

‘impairment in water of’g" 1]
“isms such as fish. .
. like pollution and various bio=" ;

. of the DOST-NRCP.

e reproductive
conditions of carp are influs;
enced by several factors, suché
as food ava11ab1l1ty, water‘

. pollutant is estrogen produced

through unnatural means.

-The contaminants developed.
‘from chemical compéfiehts -
- obtained in an env1ronmth

and they cause reprodygtive, ;

Parasois an expert fro
Veterinary Medicine, Dh

IS

His study is relevant as
government pushes for a
cleaner environment, espe-.
cially in coastal areas where !

. many people live and obtain .
¢ their livelihood, the DOST-
. NRCP said. .
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AL BLOCK HORKTORIUM ON LAND CONVERSION

: tﬁgh-'f?axnkingi'ébvemmént offi

“cials have already signed a posi- tural land

tion paper stating their opposi-

tion to the planned land conver- conversions, sto

_ment of Agrarian Reform (DAR).

He said the position paper, al- o be P
ready - submitted 1O Mala- tructure projects... gome of the whether or no
cafiang, was also signed by Vice . agticultural areas also arg not ~ tive order on
president Leni Robredo, Fi- suitable for
pance Secretary Carlos ing to prevent
pominguez Il Trade Secretary um,” he said.

Ramon Lopez and Budget Secre-

tary Benjamin piokno. from stakeh
“The pr.oposal seeks to sus- Philippine Chamber Of} Com- economic plans. NQ

T -

pend the COnv

ersion of agricul: merce and Industry, the Foun-:
to noh—agriculqﬁal dation for Economic Freedom,;
d to review aliland many other economists, and\
ck distribu:tion colleagues from universities.’
" sion moratofmm'of the Depart- andleasehold arrangements?. . (This paper) will be considered
“(The moratorium) is going  bBY the president and it would
roblematic for infras- form part of the context as to

t the draft exectl’
land moratorium

any crop. we're g0~ will be signed of pot,” he added
that moratori- ._Business leaders and loce

econoInists earlier_wamed th

the wide s{i‘pport proposal could have an advers
ders including the jmpact on_fthe government

i g T



