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MGB appomtment throws

cloud over mine audits

REGULATORS oifieially
ledised yesterday the contents of
a presidential order appointing
a replacement to engineer Leo L.

Jasareno, the official who over-

saw an audit of the environmen-
tal'practices of miners. :

“The replacement throws the
industry into further uncertamty,
mining companies-said, as it
thireatens to prolong the audit
process, putting the Tuture of

mény mining operatlons under
a¢loud.

VA letter from the Ofﬁce of the
Presulent 1o the Mmes and Geo-
screnes Bureau (MGB) was shown
to reporters Monday; naming Mr.

" Jdsareno’s acting replacement
and transmitted. by Executlve
Secretary Salvador G Medlaldea
on Sept.28. |

‘“] am pleased to transmlt
herew1th the appeointment letter

In a brief phone 1nterv1ew on

the same day, Mr Jasareno con— #

firmed that he norlonger holds
position in government but “i
assisting the secretary” who w1ll
now head the audit while waiting
for the pending approval of the
Jetter she earlier;sent to the Office
of the President recommendmg
Mr. Jasareno hold a certain posi-
tion in the Envxronment Depart—
ment.
Asked for comment the
Chamber of Mines of the Phlllp-

pines (CoMP) said that the ap- ..
'pointment is “cause for concern

" for us primarily1 because he:is

the péerson tasked to head the‘

audit.” !
CoMP Vlce-Pre51dent for Le-
gal and Policy RonaldV Recidorg,

in a phone mtervrew on Monday,. L

added: “We are concerned that

re- . of Wilfredo G, Moncano, signed

by President Rodrigo R. Duterte,

as Acting Director IV, Mines and

Geosciences Bureau, Depa.rtment
of Environment and Natural

Resources (DENR), vice Leo L.

Jasareno” Mr. Medialdea wrote.
In a copy obtained by Busi-
nessWorld last week, the same!

letter was received by the DENRL

on Sept 30, a few days before the:
release of the mine audit results.:

"The aud:t , identified 20 more:

miners to add to the 10 earlier.
recommended for suspension..
On Oct. 4, Mr. Jasareno, in a pre-‘
sentation, reported on the audlt
results

- Mr. Jasareno was the actmg
director IV of the MGB and was,
desrgnated as the officer-in-

- charge senior undersecretary

of the agency, placing under his
purview the operations of the

" Environ, F&ntal Management

Bureau. ctions delegated to
him mclude the conduct of the
mine revlew via a special order
signed on Aug 3 by Environment
Secretary Regina Paz L. Lopez.
Mr. Jasareno headed the

MGB for the past five years but’

had to f118«¢a resignation letter
after the p}'e51dent ordered ap-
pointees |of former President
Benigno S G. Aquino III to va-
cate their. posrtlons

“With the issuance of the order
of the presrdent then the position
of acting du‘ector IV of Leo now
goesto Attorney Moncano, Attor-
ney Moncano has taken his oath
of office. In the meantime he will
remain as; t.he regional director of
MGB Reglon X1,” Environment
Undersecretary and MGB Con-
current Dl_rector Luis A. Jacinto
told reporters on Monday.

have an impact on the final out-

‘come... It impacts the reputatlons ,

of the companies naried durmg
the (Oct 4) press conference and

" prolongs the uncertainty”

Mr. Recidoro also’ rarsed the

. issue of Ms. Lopez movmg to

place the audit dlrectly under her
, .Supervision.

. “It can lead to many umn-
tended consequences,” CoMP ]
Mr. Recidoro added Wlthout

. elaboratmg
. Ms. Lopez assured however,

that the mine audit will stay on

:track “It goes on. The good has
- 1o be done,” she said i 1n an earlier
_ phone interview.

Ms. Lopez added that she in-

_tends to engage the presrdent ina

dialogue with the aim of keeping

Mr, Jasareno in some capamty,

with continued 1nvolvement in

“Twill tneet the pre51dent first.
1 don’ t it to go against him but
if someone dld good you don't let
him go. Whathe did in the audit, it

‘takesa lot of courage,” she added.

~MrJ asareno had said that the
DENR wi}ltsend out to miners the
reports oit the findings of their
respective operations accompa-
nied with’' letters requiring miners
to explain why their operations
should nat be suspended.

Mr. Recrdoro said that min-
ers have not received the audit
reports. L N

The D NR has recommended
the suspensron 30 metal miners
representmg three-quarters of
the 1ndustry

of t_hese, 18 are nickel produc-
ers that account for 55.5% of the
country’s ‘total nickel ore putput
based on Jast year's production. —
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committee tasked to rev1ew all: lalzge-scalei
mining operations in the country

ontheheels of; an ordefby Premdent .
3 'ng'o' Duterte for ap oilntees of

. Environment Undersecretary
‘Mario Luis Jacinto on Monday
announced that Presrdent Duteste
has already appomted Lawyer Wi-
fredo Moncano as the new dlrec—
tor of the Mines and Geosc1enees
‘Bureau, replacing Environment

Undersecretary Leo Jasareno’s item

as a Director v,

" “Leo [Jasar¢no) has been re-:
placed by the President. Officially, .

he does not have a position any-

“more so he cannot function for
-government,” Jacinto told MGB:
employees during Monday’s flag,

ra1smg ceremony.

Jasareno could no longer con-+
tinue his function as Environment.
undersecretary as his appointment .-
letter remained pending at the of-
fice of the President, Jacintonoted.-

Jasareno and other department' f K

officials filed their resignation letters

A HE fate of 20 mlmng 0perat:tons hangs
“in the balance afteér President, Rodrlgo‘

- fortier Pre31dent Bemgno ‘Aquino

' ,3rd foivacate their positions.

~“Malacaiang found out he’s

B actmg Dlrector v,” ]acmto said.
n government you- need an item

sb that you can. fanction, I have to

* aninounce it.to end speculanons B

'.regardmg the, pres1dent $ order.”
-"With the issuance of the order of
the premdent, then-the posmon of

acting director IV of Leo nipw goes to

‘Attorriey Moncang, who fhas taken
hls oath of office,” he added
Jasareno, who headed the MGB

‘for the past f five years { before he .

was appomted by Envuonment
:Secretary Gina Lopez as officer-in-
charge and senior undersecretary
for.Environmentina specral order
on August 3, 2016

The former. MGB chtef was tasked.

'to supemse the “operations of the .
hnvuonmentalManagementBumu, S

aswell as otherfiinctions a551gned or
delegated bythe DENR secretary—in-

duding the mlnmg audit. J;. i

lrl a separatetelephone interview,

Moncano saidithat they have yett o .-
" receive an ofﬁc1al order fro
. . Environment.secretary abo T.:l'lIS

)i 'the

functiots; biitthal there are no majot

changes in théatidit Umetable[”The . :
.. Kfomincé Inc., CarrascaliNicke

audit will push through
Lopez, wito has'a posmve per-

 ception. of Jasareno, said she'will

meet w1th President Duterte to
discuss the matter. ;

"{ cannot Jet that happen 1
fike Leo. 1.love ‘Leo,” she said,
adding that she needs somebody
"techiical and honest”! like
lasareno in her office. rl b

“The good has to be done. If
someone did good, you dont,let

* him go. What he did in the audlt, it

takées a lot of courage, “she added
So far,, 10-mines that mqluded
-eight fiickel producers have been
suspended for envrronmental lapses
since ‘the audrt.started on jul 8.
'The audlt teams alsop recom-
mended ‘the suspension Sf 20
other miners; for env1ronmental

Uncertamty

The suspended miners and those fec-
ommendation for suspension represent
three- quarters of the operating mines in
the country, including 1
that accourit for 55.5 percent of the total

nickel ore output.

]acmto refused to comment on how
Tannranmlo Face wanld ?IFFECT. the Umetable for !

8 nickel producers

pended- unless they are

. i £ 5 R
vrolanons, unsystematlc mmmg :

issues. The compamt—:s, ,mostly;
nickel operatrons, would be sus-;

address the shortcomin,
. Among those recdm e .
for suspension were Libjo thng
Corp.- AAM-Phil Natural-Resourc-.
es Exploration and Development
Corp. “Parcel 1 and ‘PAtc

Corp., Marcventures Mining: ,and
Development Corp., Fllmmera
Resources Corp., StrongbulltMm-
ing Development Corp., Smosteel
Philippines HY Mining Corps.;
Oriental Synergy Mining: Corp,,

~and Wellex Mining Corp. :

Also recommend for suspen
sion were Century Peak Corp
Rapid City Nickel Project; dnd

- Casiguran Nickel Project, Orientl

Vision Mining Philippines Corp.
and CIP Construction and. Mm
ing Corp., Agata Mining Venture!
inc., Hinatuan Mining. Corp
Benguet Corp., Lepanto Consoli
dated Mining Co., OceanaGok
Phils Inc., Adnama: Mining] Re
sources Inc., and SR Metals Inc.
: >—Mmers B
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Miners are now asking the gove}n-
ment for clear direction after President
Duterte displaced former Mmes and
Geosciences Bureau (MGB) Dmector
Leo Jasareno, who was in charge of
" the government’s nationwide an 't'on
all mining operations.
New MGB Director Marm ILUIS
Jacinto confirmed on Monday: that
Jasareno, who was tasked to lead. the

" mining audit, is now out of the otﬁce
“Officially, he (Jasareno} doedn’t

have a position anymore so he can’t.
function for govemment,” Jacmto toId- ‘

reporters. .
Chamber of Mines. of the Phlllp-
pines (COMP) Vice President fongohcy

| 1dit team leader
axed m e’rs seek dlrectlon

be stopped S :

But acéordmg to Recldoro, none
of COMP’s member compames rec-
ommended for suspension ﬁas yet to
receive any letter. L P

‘ - “(The displacement of Jasareno)
ralses alotof questions. WhatW111 hap-

pen ‘to the audit? But we welcome this

: development andwe are w111mg to. meet

as ‘promised,” Recidoro said. -

- Jasareno will be replaced by rWiI- ‘

fredo Moncano who has been w:thMGB
for 16 years now. "~ ’
"DENR Secretary Gma Lopez, who

retame(f Jasareno as DEN‘R unde_rsec-.- '

. Ronald Recidoro saidina phoﬁ ter-  FaeTics

view that this development raises;
of questlons as to what w11Lha
. the mining audit.
Torecall, only11 compames ou f 41
- metallic mines have passed the, govérn-
‘ment’s nationwide audit, while 20 have
been recommended for suspension..
" - Thesefirms that are at risk of being
suspended should receive a show.catise
letter from the DENR asking them to
explain why their operatlons shouIdn t

ont want to go. agamst him
‘someone did good, youidon't let
h1m go . What he did in the audlt; it takes
alotofc courage » Lopez said.: '

. But Jacinto, during the flag cer-
emony at MGB office in Quezon City,
already formally announced on Monday
the appointment of Moncano

- “TH's the prerogatwe of the Presi- -

.

. ?

dent to appomt people Asthe dnrector
of MGB. H will work with the people
here. The nnportant thing is that people
will be able to perform their functions
and ]ob . Jacinto said in an mter—
view, T

This!is not the first time that the
President attempted to ax Jasareno
out of thIS administration.

To recall while in the middle of the ..
audit, Duterte suddenly decided to ap-
point J acinto as MGB chief.

In his Presidential Directive No.
002, Serles of 2016, Duterte designated
Jacmto as the new director of the MGB
ina concurrent capacity corollary to
his appomtment as undersecretary at
the DENR.:

Jasarreno hati been the MGB dl- :
. rector for the past five years and had

been orienting and mentoring Lopez
about the sector since Day One of her
appomtment

The appomtment also came am1d
the much talked about ongomg audit
on mining firms, which is being led by -
J asareno and Lop®z herself.

' Desplte Jacinto’s appointment,
Lopez de51gnated Jasareno as the one
“on top of the operations” of the ongo-
ing aud1t

‘_.

1
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 LOPEZ FINDS ALLY IN MARIANO WHO VOWS T0 UPHOLD (LOAs - ;f

stands in wa ‘of miners -

By ]ONATHAN L MAYUGA L @jonimayuga

INERS have another Cablnet
official to contend with; aside
from- Env1ronment Secretary

Agranan Reform Secretary Rafael
V. Mariano said he is bent on uphold-

ing the validity of issued certificate of
land ownership award (CLOA), even Hf

-it would affect mining sites, like in the

Regina Paz L. Lopez. i

‘case of the Tampakan Copper- Glold Proj-
' ‘ect. Mariano said that, if he could have
‘his way, the Tampakan project will not
‘be able to operate, at least under;the
‘Duterte administration.

: Department of Agrarian Reformi |
: (DAR), Mariano was chan'man of; th

'two adm:mstratlons

.1eg1t1mate, if there is no error. m,,,‘the, L

Manano a m111tant farmer—_ i
leader’and advocate, added that he is
not[keen on canceling the CLOAS is-".
sued.within the Tampakan minesin’ "

i
|
i
|

'Sourthern Mindanao.

' Before his appomtment to the'.-'-i

Kllnsgng Magbubukid ng P1hp; .
(KMt,P) a vocal critic of the mm}ng ”
liberalization policy under the P

"If ‘there are CLOAs, if the CLO”
are duly registered, beneficiariessar

i SEH “DUTERTE;” A2
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CONTINUED FROM A1

issuance of CLOAs, and if the ™ ™

lands are prime agriculturallands,
unless the CLOAs are cancelled,
we will uphold their security of
tenure,” Mariano said. Mariano
added that the conflicting land
use is not unique to Tampak-
an, “There are similar cases. That
is why the issue should be resolved
through interagency cooperation.
The police should also be involved
because in 1nstthng farmers we
need their assistance.”

“I already asked the field opera-
tion office and legal affairs to call
for an mteragency dialogué'to dis-
cuss the issue,” he added.

Agrarian Reform Undersecre-
" tary for Legal Affairs Luis Pangu-
layan said interagency coordination
isbeingobservedinresolvingissues
involving conflictingland-use poli-
cies, such as in Tampakan’s case.

He assured that the DAR is co-
ordinating with various agencies
to ensure that no rights, whether
that of indigénous peoples (IPs) or

farmers, shall be trampled upon.

.“Thetalkswith IPshavestarted
during the previous administra-
tion and it is continuing. What
we want to make sure is to respect
the rights of the farmers and IPs,”
he said, adding that Lopez also as-
sured thatnoagriculturalland will
be covered by mining.

Mining sites are mostly happen-
ing in areas covered by Certificate

-of Ancestral Domain Titles (CADTSs)

or covered by claims by various IPs
as part of their ancestral lands.

AccordingtoMariano, hisagency
wouldinitiate aninteragencymeet-
ing between the DAR, Department
of Environmiént and Natural Re-
sources (DENR), Department of
Interior and Local Government
(DILG) and the National Commis-
sion on Indigenous People (NCIP)
to discuss the issue.

The existence of CLOAs issued
to farmer-beneficiaries under the
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform
Program (CARP) within the pro-
posed Tampakan mine site is one
of four major issues hounding the
$5.9-billion Tampakan copper-gold
project.

According to DAR records, the
DARissued the CLOAs in Mayahd
July 2008, coveringatotalof 3,921 -
hectares in five different baran-
gaysin Tampakan, South Cotabato,
where the project proponents in-
tend to operate an open-pit mine.

The DENR, led by Lopez, had
openly opposed the multibillion-
dollar mining project because of
its potential impact to the envi-
ronment and the people. Lopez is
concerned about the destructive
nature of open-pit mining method,
with approximately the size of 700 -
football fields to be affected.

Last month Lopez announced
issuing a show-cause order against.
the project, threatemng to cancel
its environmental compliance cer-':
tificate (ECC) for failing to address
the CLOA issue.

The Sagittarius MinesInc, (SMI)
had already issued a reply to the
show-cause order, and the Mines
and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) and
the Environmental Management
Bureau (EMB) arenow coordinating
tocomeup withadecision, Environ-
ment Senior Undersecretary Leo L.
Jasareno said.



Y |

13

Irror

11 UCT fl"tﬁ
53ANNER STGRY
PAGE

UPPER HALF

LOWER HALF

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE

MUHA"W ’Dvﬂak/ &B@MLG-}&IM‘Q " wa/ 07[ mt\ﬁf@

“It is up to the EMB and MGE
now,” he said.

. To recall, the Mining Indus-
try Coordinating Council (MICC)
tasked the DAK, DENR, DILG and
NCIP toresolvetheissues hounding
"the Tampakan copper-gold project.

The MICC, mandated toresolve
bigminingissues, hasnotyetbeen
convened under the Duterte ad-
ministration. Tampakan has the
world’s largest undeveloped cop-
per-gold deposits.

It straddles four provinces in
Southern Mindanac, namely, South
Cotabate, Sarangani, Sultan Kuda-
rat and'Davao del Sur. Its propo-
nents are the SMI, the holder of
the Mineral Processingand Sharing

- Agreement,and the Australian firm
Indophil Resources NL, owned by
Alsons Prime Investments Corp. of
the Alcantara group:

SMI has so far secured the en-
dorsement oflocalgovernmentunits
for the project, as mandated by the
Philippine Mining Act of 1995.

South Cotobato, which has an
existing ban on open-pit mining
method, is the only LGU that has
not given its consent to the project.

Mine audit
MEANWHILE, Jasareno said print-

. ingoftheauditreports showingthe

findings and recommendations of
the mine-audit teams is causingthe
delay in the conduct of audit cover-
ing all nonmetallic mines.
Jasareno, the designated over-

- all head of the mine audit, said

printing of the audit reports for
all 41 operating mines and their
distribution to mining companies
isongoing. He said theyintend to
complete the distribution w1th1n
the month.

“Printing is difficult because
the reports are voluminous,” he
said. So far, the DENR has copy-
furnished the first batch .0f 10

mining companies issued with ~
suspension orders. ‘

Early this month, Lopez said
that, based on the findings and
recommendations, 20 other large-
scale metallic mines face suspen-
sion and would be subsequently
issued show-cause orders.

Mining companies have been
complaining against the impact of
the DENR'’s announcement, which
they said affect investors’ confi-

de_nce.'T»hey said they are still wait-
ing for the official communication
from the DENR. -
Askedhowlong1twouldtake the
DENR to print the documents, he '
said: “It is ongoing.” :
Each report, he said, is about
two-inch thick and the. DENR'is’

producing seven copies, one each

for the offices representéd by
the ‘audit team and the mining
companies."After pr1nt1ng and
distribution of the audlt reports,
we will proceed w1th the audit of
nonmetaliic mines.” '
Accordingto Jasareno, theaudit
covers all 65 nonmetallic mines,
including quarry sites. A
He said the same audit teams:

“will conduct the auditand expects!

to do it within a month. “The -
same process and the same cri- -
teria will be used in the conduct
of the audit.” Lopez said the on-
going campaign would not spare
non-metallic mines and quarry
operations, as she vowed to weed
out 1rrespons1b1e mining com-
paniegithat cause environten- -
tal degradatlon and sufféring to
people in host commun1t1es
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~ DENR cancels license of mine
near Heritage Sité

THE Department of Environment and Natural Mount Hamiguitan, 2 UNESCO Wosld Herit-
Resources will cancel the environmental permit age site, and Pujada Bay, a marine protected
of 2 nickel miner that began operations this year 'area, said Environment and Natural Resources
as the government intensifies a campaign to putl- gecretary Regind Lopez who calls its approval
ish mineral producers harming natural resources. “madness”.
The Philippines is the world’s top nickel orer ~ “The ECC (environmental compliance certifi-
_supplier and an environmental crackdown that cate) was reviewed and as far as 1 know it will be
has halted pquarter of its 41 mines, and the risk . caficelled,” LOPEZ told Reuters, The ECC “should
that 20 more fiaybe shuttered has spurreda rally have never been giveri,_“ she said.
in global nickel prices. Cancelling the ECC would halt the op-
But the nickel mine now threatened with a erations of Austral-Asia’s nickel mine, which
shutdown, in southern Davao Oriental province started up in Januvary, said an official at the

and run by prival e-owned Austral-Asia Link Min- Mines and Geoscu:n‘ccsf' Bureau who declined

ing Corp, ¥ as not among those suspended or to be named becausé he was ndt‘;._‘a_u'thorized

recommended for suspension. to speak with media. A
The issuc with the mine is it sits between The miner was also jssued a permit to export

e

-r?

P

50,000 tons of nickel ore with jron content to ECCs of other proiecés, including the undevel-
China in June, the official said. oped $5.9 billion Tampakan gold-COpper mine
An official at ;Asiatic'us Management Corp, and an expansion venture of Semirara Mining
which runs’ Austral-Asia, did not return a call and Power Corp SCC.PS, the Philippines’ top
from Repters seeking comment. coal producer.

Manila has already halted 10 mines, eight of Lopez declined to say whether the ECCs for
them nickel, for environmental infractions in a- Tampakan and Semirara will be cancelled, adding
two-month audit that began in July. that it will be discussed at an up,com'ing.{media

Twenty more have been recommended for briefing. ‘ AN :
suspension, although Lopez said on Sept. 30 that She said in August that Tampakan should not
not all 20.may be frozen. : . havebeen given an ECC since the planﬁcd mine

1In all, the nickel producers, including those would cover an area the size of 700 football ficlds
sus’p‘en"deii and those at risk, account for more in what otherwise would be agricultural land.
than haif of the Philippines’ 2015 nickel ore . Semirard said earlier that a government audit
output. found its expansion project 1o be “technically

The environment agency also reviewed the sound”. - Reuters '
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for sea E‘Hménimal stranclmg

2015 was the worst year so far, mth 112 trapped accordmg to marme bmlogy“ ) ‘;petﬂ

[ _.__‘..J.

By Yolanda Sotelo

_@_yzsoteloiNQ :

o ,
VIGAN CITY=&Atdawn on Oct.
6, a melon-hegded whale died

right after it
tensive careiyin a facility'in-
Alaminos City. Hours later,:a: '3
weak rough-toothed dolphin
was found beached off Sto.
Domingo town m Ilocos Norte
province.

The two mc1clents occurred
on the first'day of a national -
symposium - on manne mam- ,' :
mals here, as 1f 1o, emphgg,lze
the need to enhance sea en\ng
ronment protecHion to shield™.
these ammalsfr m harm, ‘

ing, toppmg* '_ reglons m the
last 11 years: %A ‘total of. 692 : e : .
stranding 1ncﬁents have been Workers of the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatlc Resources

recorded singé 2005, most.in:  bring a dead dolphln to. its grave at the Fish Cemeteryin -

volving spmn?r dolphms Dagupan Clty -—WILLIELOMIBAO
o ‘ fe

M
] '
: [

Worstyear o '

Last yeafwasthe worst 50 marine mammals go’ to ' the pulsesito find prey and deter-

far.for. anim str.andmg,_wmh ‘beach. A 2010 study made by mine their surroundings. When

112 marine *mammals ira pedf Aragones shows that sudden they lose their hearing, they
‘of stranded,; sﬁﬁ"‘ Dt ’L it ’*‘:‘éxplosmns from dﬁi“a:mte fish- lose their way, Aragones said.

‘ Aragones, - pre51dent of the ing give sea animals “acoustlc Some animals  suffer in-
.Ph1hpp1ne Marlne Mammal - trauma.” P juries because of fishing activi-
Stranding Network (PMMSN]). - - Sea mammals, like whaIes ties. Dolphms have been tan-

There are several reasons nav1gate by sendmg out sound gled if fishing nets or gears

- IR b
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" & Of 692 stranded stranding cas-

“-es in the country. since 2005,153
sea mamma|s were] found inthe
.coastalareas of the llocos region.

& Sixty of 68 provinces ‘have seen

_stranded animals: }

' @ The top three provmces are.

. Pangasinan, wgth 63 strandmg in-
cudents, and Ilpccs Norte ‘and Ca-
gayan, with 40 each. DATA FROM
PHILIPPINE MARINE MAMMAL

'STRANDING NETWORK - *,

Biotoxins and human interac-
mon are also cited as reasons
‘for't the strandmg ‘
‘Bt the hlhppmes also has
" a high rate’of Tivg straddmg,
- reference to sea’ ‘afitmals - who
- survive ‘their
the'shore. '~

—— -

' beached ~matine

‘ oshore.”Aragones said. .

Tlocos region:

ordeal at

Records show 65 percent of
mammals
were alive. Of the 692 stranded
sea mammals in 11 years, 418
lived. A tota'.l ‘of 187 survwors
were released back to the. 'sea’
after réceiving supportive céQa
“Globally, two or three!sea
animals are dead when they' get

Cow g

3 Dramatlc decline |~
‘This year; stranding cases_
have slid down dramancally.

_ with only 1 beached sea ani- ~

mals recorded as of Oct 6. }
“Thirteen. of these ammals
were found or treated 1n the

. The PMMSN said it has a 27

[ R S B

.percent success rate in the Ie-

habilitation of stranded marine
mamumals. The group-has no:
funding, Aragones said, and is’
dependent on member agen-
cies to  subsidize pfo;ects to’

e ed e O

. save sea ammals b

The jgroup said all reglons'
should have a speed boat that

_ would serve as an ammaltam—
’.‘bulance that could carry, 3-me-
ter long dolphms and” Whales

The Tlocos fegion . has stich an’
aihbulantce, whlch“ can be filled
with; watér and is equ ipped
mthastretcher INQ, [ .
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: IN‘I'ERIOR and ch Govemment Secnetary Ismael
*'Stieno has encouraged: ﬁ:pubhc to plant a tree and
be a pariner for chanj
“Making a change,¢ can‘be as sunple ancl heroxc as,
planting a tree that slowstihe effect, o%aglobal warm-
ing,” he said. : ﬁ ; ;w
.Sueno, who is also the_rﬁ ; oeJ-s:haJ.rperson
“for Disaster Preparédnegsof ithe Na nal Djsaster
Risk Reduction and-)M en é

' punong baranga

. monitor and extend n
" barangays in the conduct of tree ‘Blanfng and to insti-

to coordinate w1th the concemed

environmeritand natural resources ofﬁcem their prov-
incé, city $igmunicipality in order to harmonize the
conduct of

plantmg activity mrhm their respec- .
tive areas.’

" The activity, iS in support of Republic Act 10176
known as Arbor Day Act of 2012 and the Expanded
: National Greemng Program of the government

“Promulgated in 2011, RA 10176 revives the obser-
vance of Arbor Day by authorizing local government
units to seta day for h‘ee-plantmg acthty each year.

The DILG Secretary advised all sangguniang
barangays to enact appropriate ordinances directing
all building owners and homeowners to plant trees
in their backyard or frontage of;the building and
houses to. contnbute to the efforlsgto combat global
warmin, !

He en}omed all governorsand

RS

rs.

ors to superwse,
-to punong

tute effective and efficient means;of monitoring to
enstife that.;he planted trees will gfow to maturity.
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Boracay Water opens new sewage treatment plant

BORACAY Water, the
water and used water
service provider in the
Island of Boracay, for-
mally inaugurated the
Manocmanoc sewage
treatment plant which is
designed to treat five mil-
lion liters of wastewater
or used water per day.

The Manccmanoc sew-
age treatment plant is
Boracay Water's second
major used water facil-
ity and is expected to
increase used water serv-
ice coverage to 61 per-
cent in the Island.

The P570-million facil-
ity is deédicated to treat
mixtures of domestic raw sewage and/
or septic tank effluent coming from con-
nected households and establishments in
Barangay Manocmanoc.

With an activated sludge system, the
Manocmanoc Sewage Treatment Plant
ensures that used water goes through
a rigorous process to comply with
the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources’ Class SB Effluent

(From Iaft) PCCI- Boracay board member Jude Adiaton; Boracay Foundation Inc
preslident Dionisio Salme; TIEZA chief regulator Ma. Teresa Alvarez; Manila Water
COO Ferdinand Dela Cruz, Manila Water CEO Gerardo Ablaza Jr; Manila Water
chairman Fernando Zobel de Ayala; Manila Water Philippine Ventures president
Virgillo Rlvera, Jr.; Boracay Water general manager Joseph Michael Santos; Akfan
Gov. Florencic Miraflores; and Malay Mayor Ceciron Cawaling. :

standards. With this, treated water
from the facility is guaranteed safe
for marine life and suitable for recrea-
tional activities before it is discharge
to the sea.

Along with the continuous provision
of safe, reliable potable water supply to
its customers, Boracay Water furthers
its pledge of sustaining the island’s vi-
ability by promoting proper used water

management through the
continuous expansion of
its used water services.

The Manocmanoc fa-
cility will assist the Bala-
bag sewage treatment
plant, the company’s
first used water plant
with a capacity of 6.5
million liters of used
water per day, in ful-
filling the used water
needs of the Island.

The Manocmanoc sew-
age treatment plant along
with its other used water
projects, are in_accord:
ance with Boracay Water’ s
service obligation, to treat
all used water generated
by its customers and to ensure reliability
of existing sewerage infrastructure.

Boracay Water was formed
through the partnership of Manila
Water and the Tourism Infrastruc:
ture and Enterprise Zone Authority
in 2009, and provides water and
used water services in the island’s
three barangays -- Manocmanoc,
Balabag, and Yapak.

R N
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Airline pollutlon deal hinges on carbon offsets';

The United Natlons (UN) aviation
climate accord hinges on creatmg a
system requmng companies to spend
billions of dollars to protectforests buﬂd '
solar farms and more. The trlckmll be
ensuring those projects are legrhmate

The agreement finalized Thursday

i in Montreal calis for alrhnes to .com-

pensate for their emissions growth
beyond 2020 by buying credits to back
eco-fnendly initiatives. The idea is
that as airlines add new routes; they’ll ‘
help finance projects to counteract the
additional pollution, Think of it as plant-
ing trees to absorb every new ounce of

carbon dioxide. . ,;
‘Yet what types of credlts or carbon

' offsets will be eligible and how the'UN -
- will verify their ecological mtegnty re-

mains unresoived. The quality of these
oifsets varies. Last year, the resesrch
group Stockholm Environment Insti-
tute said about 75 percent of offsets of-

fered through the UN’s second-blggest
‘program had dubious environmenital
-.value, including claims that some
‘Russian factories were boosting emis-

sions solely to sell offsets generated
by later cutting them. Ultlmately, the
Montreal accord’s success depends on
ensuring offsets bought by anrlmes are
.authentic,

“We have to be cautlous " said Paul
Steele, senior vice president iof the
‘Infernatmnal Air Transport Assocxa-

. tion,'a trade association representmg

265 airlines. “There are a lot of credits
out there that are not partlcularly
robust Y '

“In theory, carbon offsets are a Zero
sum tool for the atmosphere. If a com-
pany increases its emissions by 100 tons
of carbon Hioxide, it can buy offsets to
preserve an endangered forest, ¢ saving

* enough frees: to suck up 100 tons of

carbon The enwronmental damage is,

\ theeretlcally, negated

ai‘bon offsets are sold by compa~
nies. They re backed by a wide vamety
of programs ranging from massive -
solar’ farms that reduce the need’ for-
coal- ﬁred power plants to prq]ects in
Chinese villages to fuel cook stoves with -
methane derived from animal dung,
Rules Needed -

Enwronmentahsts sayit’s ossmle L
to crea‘t!e a successful progmm\
airline mdustry The key, they say, is
estabhshmg strict protocols to verify
that prejects are legitimately lowering -
emlssrons and not also being used to .
satisfy natlonal targets under the Paris
agreement or any other accord. -

“If we can get the rules right, we can
build something that’s durable,” said
Annie Petsonk international counsel
for the Env1ronmenta] Defense Fund,
“The mdustry wants predictable rules
here ? CBloomberg)

Cob
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EALTH Secretary Paulyn Jean Ubial

said'health authorities must advocate
envnonmental protection, clean—energy
sources and transport healthy housing as well
~ as other means of promotmg human well-being.

“As a public healtp practmon-
er, I know health cannot be im-
proved without addrcssmg the
environment,” she sald

!

The environmgnt, department -

" is seeking more experts who can
help government’ develop sus-
tainable science-based models

Such goal was in line with the aci—

* ministration’s bid to proimote SOCIaI

justice nationwide, Lopez noted.

“1 hope we can’ have different
models on the ground,” she said.

DENR and its partners al-
ready identified 26 rural and
urban areas nationwide where
government . would. pilot the
models, she said,

UN  assistant sacretary general
and UNEP deputy executive direc-
tor Ibrahim Thiaw lauded health
and environment experts’ participa-
tion in the regional forum.

“Without a- healthy environ-

which converge efforts for better
promoting envxronmental pro-
tection and health uat10nw1de
“Qur environment and health
are’ interrelated—protecting the
former will benefit the latter so
T’'m interested in havmg scien-
tists and other experts join us

urday o the side of the Asia-Pa-
cific Regional Forum on Health
and Env_'ir"énment held at WHO
Regional Office at the Western
Pacific ‘Emldmg in Manila.
Lopez noted such experts’ in-
' puts would help bolster ongoing
work on developing models that
can be rcphcated in urban and
rural areas around the couniry.
“The sellmg pomt of such
models is improving quality of
life,” she said, highlighting ur-
gency ﬁor convergence.

¥ Gina Lopez said Sat- ‘

ment, we can't have healthy peo-

Ple,” Thiaw told the forum’s press

conférence also on Saturday,

He believes health and! envi-
ronment experts’ interest in the’
forum can “help break down
barriers and nurture mtegratlon
in many other areas like finance,

~ transport, energy and security.”

“We should spread these
emerging partnerships to -other
sectors like air pollution which
can’t. be tackled without coor-
dinated effort across transport,

‘energy and finance,” Thiaw said.

Ubial stressed the urgency for

environm ent protectlon as she said
providing | more health facilities
and professionals was not the sole
means ofprdmoting public health.

Established in 2007, Asia-Pa-
cific Reg;onal Forum on Health
and Environment is a multi-
country initiative for strengthen-
ing coop;ratlon on health and the
environment particularly amid
climate change’s threats.

UN said during the forum, of-
ficials from.14 countries signed
the Manijla Declaration which
seeks achon on four emerging
issues. Pl[\lA,

[a—

l_.-;_".L.
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. BY BEN KRITZ.

E PHILIPPINES desplte belng;
urroundecl by water, is likely to face:
* shortages of water for drinking, sanitation,
agriculture, and industry within the next tenyears.
'unless stronger management and conservation
efforts are initiated. The situation will impact
dire consequences on the populatlon, the
economy, and the ecosystem. This: is the:

general condlusion of studies conducted by the:
government, enwronmental groups, and the:
Asian Development Bank (ADB) |

In its latest study, Asian Water -

Development Outlook 2016,
ADB scores countries on ascale
of 0 to 100 in terms of “na-

tional water secyrity,” which - si
encompasses key-factors such w

as access to clean water, sani-

tation systems, water sourcés i

for agriculture and mdustry,

laws designed to protect water -
resources, and conservation’

efforts. It has found that in
the three years since its previ-

ous assessment of :Asia’s water

resources, water. marnagemeit

has indeed improved in the’

Philippines and: thrbughout
the region.

- For example, in 2013 the
Phlllppmes had a “national

water.security index" score of ’
35; in the 2016 ADB report, that - -
had 1mproved to-40.4, largely.

a1 T l.,."l-“-t I

: 1nsecur1ty, :
-8ixty percent of the Worl ‘s

-between water _

which includes Cambodla,
Indonesia, Laos, Malays1a’4

. PH mir

electrlcrty generatron Agri-
- culture wﬂl need to produce-
60 percenft more food globally
by 2050, and 100 percent more
in developmg countries, usrng,
. dtmmlshlng ‘water resources.”

ors
reglonl globe

The challenges the Ph1hppmes
is facing mirror the regional
and global ‘water outlook on
d smalle scale Over the past
several years, numerous studies
have reached a similar conclu-
sion: Unless water demand is
slowed to rrlratch the rate the- _

Myanmar Thalland and 1et— LR

' g
T resources, the éregﬂ*J':I‘i‘#
-a-global hotspot for water‘
" the ADB sii b

population and the world”
poorest people live:in Asia,
ADB-pointed out, with agn-
culture consummg 80 percent

of-the region’s water. . ,
' ”Industrlallzatlon and eco-w

nomic transformatlon requ ¢
m 're power and : a; shlft'

AL n4v¢ Aveds e
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with-dire consequences for the

populatlon the economy, and .
- margin, but the surplus |is -
Aécording to data from the -

the ecosystem.” - -

Natlonal Water Resources
Board ((NWRB); the total
freshwater resources in the
Philippines, lncludlng water
from lakes and river basms

149.5 billion cubic meters per
year. Accordmg to.data! com-

piled.by the World* Bank as.

-0f 2014 the Philippines: total
water demand = the amount
_extracted frorn the env1ron—

o I

: . 3 o B ’5 | |

bic meters per year.
That sounds' like a healthy :

rapidly shrmkmg year aftFr ‘
year as the population and
the economy grow. Agriculture
by far is the biggest user of |
the counny’s water, account: .

- ing formlore: than 85 perce it '
and groundwater, is about‘

of yearly demand, most ofjit.,

for 1rx1gauon, ;according tio
- NWRB. data Alarmmgly, t 13
_ demand 'may increase very 3

rapidly, Accordmg to0 a report’
by env1ronlmental watchd%ng
Greenpeace, sonly about.
! agrlcultura
“could; e 1rngated

’Phil’\ﬂp[n-eai X hﬂ}éj?&} For woler ‘ Crisis

nomic strategy, which suggests

that a significant expansion of .

" administration’s.socioeco-

irrigated land area is on the -

horizon, demand for water
can very quickly exceed the
country's available supplies.
The shrinkage of:annual
water supplies is already

starkly evident in the data,

even without large-scale proj- g

ects like expanded 1rr1gat10n

In 2003, a study conducted .
by the Japan Internatlonal ,

Cooperation Agency (IICA) '
\ estimated that'by 2025, only
i 1,970 cubic meters of fresh',_-l




11 0CT 2016

DATE

1

UPPER HALF

-

PAGE

LOWER HALF

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE

M HOTSPOT FROM 11

Philip

Industry efforts
BN S s

_—

second-lowest supply in Southeast Asia,
As of right now, however, based on the
latest available data on water resources
and population, the water supply is

“already well below that estimate at jus(

1,457 cubic melers per capita, meaning
that the water shorlage crisis projected
for the year 2025 may happen much
sooner, and perhaps already is.

Areas of concern

Among the agencies working Lo mitigate
the potential water crisis the Philippines
faces, the Natjonal Economic Develop-
ment Authorily (NEDA) has identified
areas where water issues need the most
attention. Disparities between supply
and demand are a particular concern,
with urban areas using more than they
should, causing seasonal shorlages nol
only for their own populations, but those
in watershed areas as well. NEDA aiso
cited what il called “a lack of a water al-
location formula® as a major problem;
laws and regulations on water allecation,
use, and conservation are sijll largely
based on 1he old principle of “first in
time, priority in right,” NEDA, explained,
which is no longer practical or fair,
Other problems highlighted by NEDA
included the poor enforcement or weak
regulations on water use, which is partly
auributable 1o a lack of government re-
sources lo properly investigate and process
water permii applications; inefficient water
use, and waste due Lo poorly-maintained

" supply and drainage systems; excessive

groundwaler extraclion due to unficensed
wells, which can cause ground subsidence
and sea water intrusion into water (ables
in coastal areas; and fragmented nmanage-
ment, with too many government agencies
having conllicling or overlapping respon-
sibilities for monitoring and managing
waler resources.

'Fé}(ui{a‘lély, mapj_r.‘PhiI;pp'iné:cp'mp__ﬁ-‘
. nie particularly.large users of waler,

have in the past [ew years slepped up to
the challenge to protect water resources
for the Muture. Most recently, the Coca-
Cola Company pledged 25 million for
a five-year project in con'Pera[ion with
the World Wild)ife Fund (o rehabilitate
and conserve part of the Ipo watershed,
an imporiant source of Meiro Manila's
drinking water. In a statement, the com.
pany also highlighted its commitment
o restoring 100 percent of the water
uses in praducing its heverages back to
the environment or aifected communi-
ties by 2020.

Likewise, lood conglomerate Nestlé
Philippines received a Sustainable Busi-
ness Award in 2014 for its water conserva-
tion efforts, which include the instafia.
tion of wastewaler treatment facilities in
each of its manufacturing plants, and its
Project WET {(Water Educalion for Teach-
ers}, a curricufum activity-based lraining
on waler and refated environmenial
concerns, and the Greening the Supply
Chain Program.

The cement industry, one of the Phif-

ippines’ key manulacturing sectors and
an exwremely heavy user of water - the
Cement Manulacturers’ Association of
the Philippines (CeMAP) estimates the
industry uses 3.2 billion liters {3.2 mil-
lion cubic melers) of water peryear - has
since 2013 pursued an industry-wide ini-
liative (o capture and utilize rainwater for
many of jts production needs, polentially
saving hundreds of thousands of cubic
neters of water per year.

Many more examples of waler conser-
vation efforls among indusiries, environ.-
mental action Eroups, non-governmenl
organizations, and local communities
abound, and the increasing concern and
effort to ensure a sustainable future for
our maost critical resource is encouraging.
But a5 experts from ADB, NEDA, and en.
vironmental groups such as Greenpeace
and the WWF all agree, much more needs

“to be done; not ouly by business and

government, but individuals_as well i’
- We are to avoldl a’seriolrs waler crisisin , |
-~theyears aligady. .07 T
At

pines: A hotspot for water crisis
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TERRACES — Fampn from Barangay Nagacadan in Kiangan,
erosion. Many farmers In the pmhe.m now preparing thelr rice terraces for the

H :;’: / A
LT B
Itugao deposit the mud to protect th
?hnl:l‘ng soéason next month. (Zaldy C. Comanda)

I
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‘NO TO COAL -
Protesters march
towards Mendlola,
Manlla as part of -
natlonwide rallles
against the use of

. existing and proposed
coal projects In the
country. The protest, !
arganized hy the
Phillppine Movement
for Climate Justice,
was held in ilne with
the culmination of the
two-day Global Day of -
Actlon Against Dirty

. and Harmful Energy. .
{Jansen Romero) :
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oston, Massachusetts—Next: month

‘we 'will mark the third anniversaryiof
“Yolanda,” the deadliest tropical ty-
phoon in our nation’s recorded histo"
Ty. As we revisit this memory, our prepara-
tions for better climate resiliency  also
need to be revisited, and adjusted as neces-
sary. Climate vulnerabilities in terms of
extreme weather, reduced water and food
" supply, droughts, and flooding will in-
crease the disruptions and damage in the
Spaces we occupy. Understanding these
risks and preparing for them have to be lo-
calized—in our households, communities,
barangays, towns, cities and provinces, .
) ‘Extreme ' weather events, -such as
stronger typhoons and longer droughts,
will inevitably come with increasing fre-
quency. While the Philippines is consid-
ered a climate hotspot, climate change will
impact every locality in the country in var-
ious ways: Some will be exposed to repeat-
ed and worsening droughts, others to
flooding or extreme heat. o

At any rate, a disorganized, uncoordj--

‘nated, and - inefficient response during
these weather events could shake our in-

stitutions and governance systems, and’

cost lives. Remember Yolanda in Eastern

i )
. Coastal flooding is where the vuln
ities of our many communities are

Visayas in 2013 and El Nifio in Centr. LM ;.
danao early this year. g § ¢ th

the

1

[

K

LAURENCE DELINA -

most  critical.’ The Philippines being an

archipelago, its critical infrastructure will be
subjected to rising sea levels and more in-
tense coastal storms in the coining decades.
TakKe note that its major cities are on the
coasts. The risks with the mte;ior,communi-
ties, meanwhile, will include more frequent
and extreme droughts, high 'temperatures
that could lead to heat waves, and inéredsing
heavy downpours. These will put us and our

livelihaods, . food systems, infrastructure,

and social order at higher risks, IR
The exposure of our critical infrastructure
systems to thiese hazards furthét magnifies
our vulnerabilities because our energy, trans-
_portation, telecommunication, and water sys-
tems are highly interdependent. An impact
on one can quickly cascade onto other'infras-
tructure systems during an extreme event. :
Yolanda provided us with this picture:
Energy supply was totally cut off. Electrici-
ty was not immediately restored. Food and
fuel were in short supply. Roads and an air-
Pportgere physically damaged. These made
the ‘§o“ sion of immediate care, restora-
‘tion'@Pelectticity and roads, ahd retief work
in hardest-hit areas extremely challenging.

. The picture, Yolanda’ provided |

COMMENTARY -

‘Population movements, and infrasg

Closer t?-a climate-resilient Philippines.
kT

Tt}tze most important aspect of a ¢l in
resilient Philippines, therefore, is,ég{;de'r-

standing the varied risks relevant
community, and cascading this und
ing to municipality, city, provincial,,
terpro‘y;incial levels. This tequires Fifipings
to know the risks of climate change as itim-

pacts {of may impact) their ownlives,

This exercise involves producing long-

term Fisk‘ assessments, scenario maiyses,
and forecasts of local climate risks”that
span tl"Le potential changes in local Jaig M

brought apout by climate-induced
in our physical world. Giving pre L to
Idcal ktiowledge helps in dealing with the

imate-

each -
stand- -
nd in-- -

many associated uncertainties of current |

and future climate risks, Interconnecting

these understandings -withour sociceco-

Nomic circumstances, and relating them to

munities, are also essential. Only until we

‘those produced by our neighboring com-, .

have a ocally generated understanding of

these ri‘ELks, and seamlessly integratg_d, locat
action plans can we can bring ourselves

o
. £
Dr.Laurence Delina (tdelina@bu.edu), from Sauth Cotabato, is
v, d " o Lo

a sustainability scientist at Béston University. His resdfch Is
e o Y

-
focused on climate change, énergy Security, and intern \tiohal

development, He is the author of “Strategies for Rapld
. : . oo,
el

(Routledge 2014).

Climate Mitigation: war mobilisatién as model for |
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editorial
Applause for Gina Lopez

"\ /" HEN the big miners e):cpreéseci; confidence
that it would be easy for them to meet
the conditions given by the Department. -
'V, of Environment and Natural Resources':
for them to avoid getting padiocked, the soundness ~
of Secretary. Regina Paz L. Lopez's mining audit was |
proven on many fronts, L

ce

(S

First, it showed that Lopez’s demands for. “tesponsible min-
ing” were reasonable after all. Accordingto Ronald Recidoro, vice’
president for Legal andl;Pojicy of the Chamber of Mines of the
Philippines (COMP), the one-page letters from the énvironme;lji: f
departriient'to members detailing grounds for suspension often |
listed édrﬁinis'trativé_rﬁqtté'r‘ , ranging from “small violations” of |
the mining act to insufficient tree-planting, Lo

With this, OceanaGold President and CEO Mick Wilkes said: ¢ ¢
“Iam highly.confident that our Didipio operations will continue
to operate without interruption.” Nickel Asia President Gerard =
Brimo commented: *We remain confident that Hinatuan Mil}?—;j
ing qup;'é'dperatiOI; will not be suspended.” Now, perhaps us- |
ing the ﬁripc,iplg of estoppel, the miners can no longer challenge -
Lopez's niining audit, . . P P

Second, these statements from the miners also proved that
Lopez is not just out to stopall mining operations in the coun:—' _
try—just the unscrupulous ones. So mining investors—if they -
really do riot have foul intentions—have no reason to fear the
country’s top environment protector. ‘ 5

This is much just like President Duterte’s .Oplan Tokhang,”

or even the_ now household initials EJK (ex;ra-]u,dicial killings)l_."'
Law-abiding citizens that have no connection whatsoever with ‘
the illegal-drugs trade will not fear getting “slaughtered” by Mr,;

Duterte’s alleged “death séuél_&”. o B
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- Apdase Sor Gy Loper
Relatéd to this is the fiext important point in Lopezs gam-
paign—the mining industry really needs to be purged of bad
eggs, not,by guns, but by a mining audit with stringent criteria.
The COMDP, has been saying the operations of its members have
complied with international certification standards; yet, about
three-quarters of thé mining sites fell short in the audit, with 20
mines facihg suspension on top of the 10 already halted.
Fourth, and agiiti rélated to this, Lopéz was proven vightin
saying there should be a better way of gauging the operations of
miners, probably through the TEV, or the total economic valua-
tion, scheme. “We will monetize the benefits from mining, Then
wewillmonetize thedestruction.. Jand;water, [impact to] health,”
Lopez said. “If the cost outweighs the benefits, it follows that the
project should be scrapped.” R o

- g
Of course, miners would say this is another form of changing
the rules in the middle of the game. But again, if you're abave-
“board on all fronts, why.fear scrutiny in whatever mannetr,
Indeed, mining is rlot just about money, taxes, revenues, ex-
ports, salaries and progress. More jmportant, it's about the lives
of people in the Host communities and the next generation of
Filipinos that would inherit what would be left of the mined-out
areas. For ensuring this does not escape the consciousness of all
stakeholders, Lopez deserves a round of applause. ‘

I
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Rlver dredgmg stalel:s
© ‘easeBulacan floods

ROCAUE, BULACAN—Work r

has started here to dredge the
Bocaue River for the next slx

months to rediice floodmg m, " .‘
Bulacan towns lymg onnatural . {

catch basins of a major Central

Luzonriver system :
The project to clean the Bo-

caue River was Iaunched on

Saturday by Sen. Joel Villanue- -

va, who lives in this town.

* The silted Meycauayan
Marilac-Obandc nvbr systern,
which includes the Bocaue Riv-

~er, has caused the' perennial

flooding in Central ‘Luzon re-

gion, especrally in the Bulacan =
\ Hagonoy and'

towns of
Calumpit. . .
On Villanueva's request

Public Works Secretary Mark °

Villar sent a dredgmg machine
to Bocaue to dredge portrons of
the river. -

Last month when 'I‘yphoon
“Helen"” struck, the! stretch. of .

the MacArthur Highway from |

Bocaue to the Meycauayan City
was submerged under .91 me-

ters (3 feet) of water, rendering

it impassable to light vehicles
and stranding commuters. -

In low-lying villages, floods
rose by 152 meters.(s feet) on

residents. % S
Governmént studies
- showed th; "s‘water from the,

Sierra Madh mountam ranges
cascades. down to San ]ose del
Monte City, then flows to -Sta.
Maria and Marilao' .towns and

Meycauayan Clty. before 1t.

The coastal areas
m Central Luzon...
have suffered
“toolong . ;

s

- Joel Villanueva
. Senator .

reaches Obando and Bulacan'

towns through the Bocaue Riv-
er. The water then dlscharges
into Manila Bay. ‘

. Because Bocaue River rs

heavﬂy silted, water tends .to
rise and spill into communities

for days during the monsoon

. $S€ason. '

. Antonio Molano, regronal

.diréctor of the Department of
:Pubhc Works and Hrghways

" JIRTH GRAPHICS

informed Villanueva

(DPWH),

" that the; dredgrng machine

could dig up as much as 16 me-
ters (52.49 feet) of silt. It would

‘continue| 'dredging operatlons

until March 2017.

Vlllanueva said the dredg-
ing pI‘O]eCt would be funded by
his offrce, the DPWH and the
town goverament of Bocaue.

“The coastal areas in Cen-
tral Luzon, partrcularly thase
in Calumpitand Hagonoy, have
suffereditoo long from floods

which several administrations.
have falled to correct,” he said. ,

Marrlao and Meycauayan

- have been undertaking their
own dre¢ glng programs, which '

would be coordmated with the
cleanup of the Bocaue River,
Molano sard '

He said P16 million has
been allocated in the proposed
2017 national budget for fleod
control projects in six vrllages
of Bocaue ~CARMELA" REVES-
ESTROPE IN_Q_ b
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3 IIANI]S 10 FIND LONG-TERM SOLUTION

1 By Marlcar Clnco
@maucarcmcoINQ
&« % i Y
{i
Wlth the goal of protectmg one .

of the natural wonders of Sali".
Pablo. CxtymLaguna province, .,
center of the city, is the largest '

reat leastj4go residents and
5t members 'of civic.
1 picked up thelr ‘brooms and
 cleaned yp ‘the 37-kllometer

o Lake«recently i

o Flsheh"ii‘é't'l and Phlhppme ,
2 Army reservists, ~meanwhlle

Ii collected ~ -several ~ tons ‘of
;1 garbage, which were picked up
.2 by dump trucks in several trips.

I “The keyword here is uni-

1 ty,” said Mandy Marino, one of .

1 the people who organized the
1 community lake cleanup in San
i Pablo last month.

e~ Marino rallied for support

i2r through. social media, saying
the 1mt1at1ve was the COTILITINL-
nity's ‘response to 'the local

governinent's effgrts to p:o--

3y tect Sampalog
tir e

groups -

San Pablo is home to seven

interconnected lakes-—-Sam-
* paloc, Palakpakin, ' Cahbato,
.+ Buriot, Yambo, Pandm and
- Muhicap.

Sampaloc, located at’ : the

andv;‘nost popular. TOUI‘IStS are
-drawn to a view: that has Mt.

Cristobal in the background‘
cn'cumference of Sampaloc,

Locals rent out. bicycles, whlle
_several stalls offer: food and

_catering to ]oggers and famlhes .

outon weekend plC[llCS o
'Threatened’ o

- Th2o014, the Germany-based

Global Nature Fund (GNF) cit;

ed San Pablo’s lakes as ""threat:

ened" for the year, the “first -

_time an international organiza-
_tion cited a water body in the

Philippines for environmental,
deterioration. The GNF said .
threats from illegal settlers

were compounded by the pro-
h‘;e ation .of. tllapla cages
wfnch as of 2012, have already

eaten up 40 percent of the lake
surface, exceedmg the 10 per-
cent allowable space for fish
structures, -

IHegal settlers
Manﬂo 78, claimed the
GNF ﬁndlngs are inaccurate
and chsrmssed these as a

“hoax.” Hé said space occupied

by fish chges was just 10 per-
cent of shrface water and the
number | of _illegal settlers, .
which peaked at 400 families
decades ago, had gone down to
an ‘estimated 8o farmlles in
2014, I -

Among the 20 orgamza-
tions that joined the clednup
were a city-based group called
“Friends of Rody Duterte” and
Yakap sa;Lawa, headed by Ms-
gr.Jerry Bltoon

“We ate looking at not only
short-term - solutions,” y-" said
Bitoon, d1rector of the ministry
on ecology‘iof the Diocese of

~ SanPablo. INQ
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I'IIESII]ENT SAYS PH

[

CANT

WIN IN SGAHBﬂHllllﬁH SHIIAL

By Gil Cabacungan
@gcabacunganINQ

President Duterte has a “good
feeling” that the Philippines will
be “OK” with China as long as
the Filipinos do not make the

Chinese froth at the mouth by ' }

claiming Scarborough Sheal.

“We cannot win that,” he.

said in a speech to residents of
Lamitan, Basilan province, on
Monday, referring to the tradi-

tional fishing ground known to- ¢,
Filipinos as Panatag Shoal that ;]
China seized from the Philip- ~
pines after a two- month mar-

itime standoff in 2012.
Without military muscle to
_ fight for Panatag, the Philip-

pines sued China in the UN-

backed Permanent Court of Ar-
* bitration in The Hague, asking
the court to invalidate Beijing's
claim to nearly all of the South

China Sea and demanding .

Manila's right to fish and ex-
plore for resources in waters
within its 370-kilometer exclu-

sive economic zone (EEZ) be re-

spected.

Jet ski to Spratlys

On April 8, presidential can- -

didate Rodrige Duterte told a
news conference in Puerto
Princesa City, . Palawan
province, that, if elected, he
would protect Philippine terri-
tory and he was willing to be
blasted into pieces for it.

“Iwill ask the Navy to deliv-

er me to the nearest area tolera- -
. ble to them and I will ride a jet’

skiand carty g pole and a flag.

- When I reach the Spratlys [ will

“You want to shoot me with -
: your m1ss1le fine,” he added, re-

ferring to the, Chmese
‘He repeated his pledge dur-

ing a presidential debate orga- .

; nized by ABS-CBN on Aprll 24.,

erect the Phlllppme flag,” he . *:

said.

‘On Tuly, 12 ‘the Hague court -
‘ruled in favor of the Phlhpplnes

" .saying China's claims in the
. South China Seahad'nclegalba-’

sis and that Beijing had violated

-Manila's sovereignty by pre-

venting it- from ﬁshlng and ex-
ploring for resgurces in waters
w1thm itsEEZ. |

Panatag is for all
‘The .court, however ruled

) that Panatag Shoal, ‘which does

not generate-an EEZ, is a com-
mon fishing ground—meaning

* allthe claimants can fish there.

‘But China rejected the rul-

5 mg It has cordoned off Panatag
" .and. drives Filipino’ ﬁshermen

PR T T |

[ - S

from Oct. 19 to 21 to begm‘

mendmg t1es between the two
countries that have been frayed
by the dispute, said a key strater
. gy of his China initiati ve. was
not to fnake an issue of the tri-
" bunal’s ruling. .

*] have a good feelmg that
we will be OK with them But
first let’s not touch the Scarbor-
ough Shoal issué- because we
cannotwmthat "he Saldt .

i “Even if'we get angry, we'll
]ust bé putting on airs. We can't
beat [Chma] we'll ask them.to
" atlow our fishermen to Ireturn]
to their . . traditional ﬁshlng
ground 1n Scarborough " he
sa1d ' ;

M, puterte said he had al-
ready agreed ‘to “this conces-
sion” in return for Chma srelax-

mg ltS quarantme I'ESU.'ICT.'IOIIS'

on banana-and p1neapp1e ex-
ports from the Philippines. -

Help for Basrlan‘ ]

' He promised the peaople of
Basilan . his admlmstratmn
would make up for the govern-
ment’s neglect of the war-torn
1sland if he'got a wmdfall from

» his Chind visit.

“1 have a good feehng they_

(Chma) -really want to help us in
a blg way. Iif I get somethmg big,
I promise you I will bulld hospi-
tal$ and schools fromi 't e soft-
term loans. we will get!(from
Chma) If there is anythlng left, I

will use it to help you ‘build a.

power plant,” he told the resr-
dents of Lamitan. $

He sald the power. plant
whlch would be powerecl by sea
‘waves, would be a catalyst for
change in the lives of the people
of Bas1lan , \

Mr Duterte gave Pmltm]hon
m seed money for livelihood

prGJECtS of coconut farmers in

Lamitan and Isabel towns

whose farms had, been ravaged

by cacolisap. .
He also ‘handed out 70 mo-
torized,’ fiber . glass tﬁshmg
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"SMB's regreenins
program icks 0
- in Angeles City

ar
More than 10 ,000 seedlings of

: hardwood mangrove and fruit-
N bearmg tree species were planted
+In select areas nationwide as part
of San Miguel Brewery, Ine.'s

- {SMB) longmnnmg’l‘rees Brew Life -

. program,
‘The program, a re-greening and
;volunteerism mltlal:we the

. company has been running for the

..past seven years, kicked off
,recent]y in Sapang Bato, Angeles
i Clty b
.- Since then, “Trees Brew Life”
, treeplanting activities have also
 beén conducted in Makati, Cebu,
_and Tarlac ever y Saturday of the
_month.

[y

Through the regreening

_ program, the beer market léader
said it hopes to contribute to the
preservation and rehabilitation of
the country’s forest cover and
mangrove areas; protection of
water sources and the propagation
of seedlings for future re-greening
activities.

“Dwindling forest covers,
scarcity of water resources and
climate change are pr essing
concerns for future generations,”
SMB chairman Ramon Ang said..

“With every séedling we pl‘mt
we hope to help address these

issues—and contribute to the

government S gr eenmg program.

We also hope to encourage othe;'
stakeholders to contmup
suppmtmg this cause and pursue
sustainable, environmental

, uutlauves," he added. L

Similar activities will aiso be
mounted in Brgy. Estefania m
Bacolod City, Brgy. Matina Pangl
in Davao City, the Department of
Social Welfate and DeveIopment‘
Nayon ng Kabataan Compound i in
Mandaluyong Gity, and the Nuvah

City, Laguna. . !

SMB is also actively involved in
programs that promote educatton
health and basm services, anTl,
hvehlmod

- Evoliving ecopark in Santa Ros? '



T S—
bllI 1€ ——
il e e e ..____._.ﬁ.l.:'_,A_LF__-____. I
_____ __WITHOUT FEAR OR FAVOR LOWE

UNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE

SMO s rédroenmo, program ek off
B A«Wsj%‘?

. together with employee
nationwide as part of the company's 1Trees Brew Life" re-
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"SMB plarits 10,000 seedling
in select areas nationwide

SAN Mlguel Brewery inc. Presrdent Roberto N. 'Huang (nght), togetherwrth em ployee volunteefrs,
leads the planting of 10,000 tree seedlmgs nationwide as part ofthe ¢ompany s “Trees Brew I.rfe
regreening Initiative, which is now on |ts seventh year, The program Isalmed at helping protect‘
the country’s forest cover, mangrove areas and water sources. :

ORE than 10,000 seedlmgs ofhardwood,
M mangrove and fruit-bearing tree species
have been planted in select areas natlon-
wide as part of San Miguel Brewery Inc.’s (SMB)

long-running “Trees Brew Life” program.'
The program, a regreening and volunteerism

initfative the company has been running for the

past seven years, kicked off recentlyatSapang Bato,
Angeles City, '
Since then, Trees Brew Life tree-planting activi-

. tiés have also been conducted in Makati, Cebu and 7

Tartac every Saturday of the month:
Through the regreening program, the beer

L

. market leader sard it hopes to contribute to thel
preservation and rehabilitation of the countrysfor- f
est cover and mangrove areas, protection of water
sources,andthepropagatlonofseedlmgsforfuture ,

regreening activities,

“"Dwindling forast covers, scarcity of water re-:

and e

..'-‘o. LA

sources and climate change are pressing concerns L

‘ for futuregenerations,” SMBChairman RamenS, Ang a
said, “With everyseedling we plant, wehoperohelp ‘
address these issues and contribute to the govern-
ment’sgreening program. Wealsohopetoencourage
otherstakeholderstocontinuesupportmgthlscaose :
and pursue sustainable environmental initiatives,” - .



