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“The way of the elephant

crak -

He was a former US Maririe drill
sergeant of few words and even less -
patience dealing with slackers and’
violators. Fortunately, I was not a

recruit and he'was no longer in the
service. That however was small
comfort knowing he was the man,
that cited numerous environmental'f
control violations at a development
project acquired by my employers. ' Ce
The original developer had piled up several violations.
s0 the Local EPA or Environment Protection Agency:
got fed up and sent us notice to fix the problems or bé
completely shut down. _ o

Y did notrealize I had been sent to the Lion’s den. I
was completely clueless and so I simply told him: “5ir,
] am totally ignorant about environmental controls! But
if you would give me the list of violations, teach me
what needs to be done'to. correct each violation, and
allow me to check with you from time to time, I give
you my word of honor that I will get the job done.”

. With a wicked glint in eyes he said: “This I gotta see.”

I got the three-page single spaced list of violations,

asked the “Drill Sergeant” for very detailed instruc-

' tions as well as recommended suppliers and essentially
did everything myself and made sure that the standard

. of work was double than required on the list. Mr. Eagle
Eyes kept his part of thé bargain by stalking the job site

~ until he was eventually convinced that we were com-
mitted to environmental protection and compliance. *
P'm sharing this story-in relation to the state of af-

fairs of the mining industry and the Department of

Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) that
has been a hot topic in the pages of most business
~sections. For transparency sake, I have a bit of a bias
against “mining” after the disaster left by Marcopper
in Marinduque as well as a number of other sericus
environmental damages done by smaller legal or il-
legal miners. T o o ¢
However, a man is no match against an elephant

in size and strength. The best approach would be to,

' tame, train and benefit from the size and strength-of

the elephant. The problem in the Philippines is we have .

not properly dealt with the elephant called “mining”.
for everyone's advantage. R ‘

DENR Secretary Gina Lopez is quoted as saying

. that she would rather “help the mining firms get their

act together instead of opening the field to new ‘companies.”

That is exactly what needs to be done. Just like the

Marine Sergeant, Secretary Lopgz‘shouldjcall in :che

publicly announcing the list of 20 suspended mining

firms. I welcome the get-tough stance of erring firms, .

but are the so-called violations an overnight develop-

" ment or are some peoplein the department cutting the
. mining companies loose in order to save their own skin

or careers for failini.to;do their jobs right? When the
DENR came out with the list of the 20 suspended firms
during a Press conference, one or two firms claimed

. being “the last to know - first to suffer.”

. A source quotes a,CEO as saying: As far as we |

know, we have been ‘fully compliant not just with
DENR requirements but as well as with our global

‘standards and practices, The announcement totally

blind-sided us.” S : .
* Sec. Gina's idea of making the mining industry get
their act together may/be a pipe dream because I've
heard that there is discord within the industry, even

discontent with the whay the Chamber of Mines has -

been going about its bﬁsiness representing the indus-

Uﬁplayer-s. Some want a more professional approach -
whi

le' those ruling the|roost insist on relying on con-
nections and lobby. Funny thing is they need all of the
.above and then some. ; L
~* One thing that works against mining firms is that

Makati that already makes more money than it needs,

~ they do business in the provinces but pay taxes in

Meanwhile provincial| governments and other LGUS -

or fight for what is rightfully theirs in tax money. If
the bulk of tax money is paid to provinces, this would -

 large areas, multiple igwns even a
T o )

- anti-mine advocate once told me

‘provinces ‘

' money and the case remains hanging after

for the cost of doing business, get tree huggers and

imm mmmd mlmmn Avmamianesd

are left wanting, wishing and pissed off having to‘beg

fast track development in the most far-flung places
- where mining firms

nd resorts operate. All compa-

nies should be made to pay taxes where they conduct -

business or generate their income and not where it i
convenient for their lawyers and accountants todo
2

 their work! ,

The DENR and the DILG should also determine who
has jurisdiction on tax earnings since many mines cover

at in their aréa two
ets the tax

are tied up|in court-as to who
e years.

rovince or two. Al

. Tn the most recent controversy, I read the words 3

“social issues” alongside “violations.” Let's all be

honest about it, an el_gphant may seem genteel but its -
corevalue is still its strength. We can agree or disagree .

about their purpose but there is no disagreeing that

they canbe destructiye in their feeding patterns, they .

ave to clean up the

The same goes for mining firms, the nature of the

_ business is and will be disruptive and ‘destructive.*
- That's why we call it mining. It makes no sense to ex+

ood they serve, they: |

_ scar the land when they walk about and they leave -
" large mounds of poop: Whatever
. make a mess, Someone else will
" mess or we will step in it or drive through it.

pect the elephants and the mining companies to clean

at is not their core competency. Let the mines pay

s

uE after themselves and make the communities happy.
T



PAGE
U UPPERMALE
’ LOWER HALF

| STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERV.ICE-

Workers of suspended mlnlng

firms W1ll

By JoNATHAN L. MAYUGA !
¥ @jonlmayuga '

NVIRONMENT Secretary Re-
E ginaPazL.Lopezsaidsuspend-
ed mining companies should
employ displaced.mine workers in

the rehabilitation areas affected. by
their operations. i

Lopezhad ordered Senor Underx- .

secretary Leo L. Jasareno to make
sure none of the mine workers
would be laid off in case of suspen-
sion of operations.

A former director of the’ DENR’
Mines and Geosciences Bireau

(MGB), Jasareno is Lopez's desig-

nated point man for mining and en-
vironmental management. !

He also led the 16 audit mine

teams that evaluated the 41 operat-
ing metallic mines.

Lopez wants to make sure that the
~ workers will not end up 1osmg ‘their
bread and butter by making sure that
they are utilized in the conduct of the

mine rehab as‘a condition of the sus—

pension order.

i
3%
|

"
E4

' I.OPEZ “No, |

won'tlose them
jobs. Itwillbe
partofthe order,
They [mining
compames]

' musthire

: thisse peapleto
; . rehabilitate the
[ mines”

The Department of Em.rn:cmmentl
and Natural Resources has so fat or-

‘ deredthe suspenswno‘flo large-scalea .

operating mines and issied show-

. cause orders to 20 others that failed

the andit it conducted in August.
‘Asked by the BUSINESSMIRROR:

. about the fate of the workers in case

of suspension, Lopez reiterated her:

.commitment to' the people in areas:

affected bymining, as wellasworkers
wha are facing possible suspension.
“No, the workers won'tlose their.

. jobs. It will be part of the order..

»THéy [mining companies] must: -

* hire those people to rehabrhtate

“ the worﬂers -

ot lose ]obs—LopeZ

the rmnes, > she said.

In a lrpeanwhrle, Lopez said thé
department is looking at replicating -

a biocharproject used in Zambales as .

a tool for,mme rehabilitation in vari- .

- ous parts of the country. .
Biochar is a type of charcoal pro- i
duced by burning only asmallamount

of oxygen.
This! enables the carbon to be

absorbed by the plants and pre- .
vent it from accumulating in the )

atmosplhere
Last week Lopez met with execu-

tives of 1 mmmg companies to propose ‘
a much hnable sustainable hvehhood '

l
programithat will benefit the com-

mumtleswhere thelrprujects operate,
Durmg the meeting, Lopez pre-
sented hér models of ecotourism sites

to give the mining executives some -
ideas on'how to help communities gét -

out of poverty.
i
Lopez. earlier vowed to tap the

displacéd mine workers for the Na- -
tional Gr'eéning Program (NGP), the .
governments massive forest-reha- ‘

brhtatlon program

.....
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‘Miners confldent Lopez

I
|

]
I

condltlons easy to hurdle

S _MlNlNGaudltlntheworlds
‘ top nickel supplier that's

threatened mass closures

N may see producers prevall wrth

dence shutdowns can be avorded

Pris they race to remedy problems

.

flaggéd in the nationwide Philip-

‘pine checkup. Futures dropped.

1 Nickel Asia Corp. said its Hinatu-
an'Mining Corp. unit,among those
slated for closure unless it fixes
shortcomings, remainsin operation
a week after the audit’s! findings,
and It’s expected to stay that way,

according to a statement on Tues-

day. Separately, OceanaGold Corp.
said its Didipio copper-gold mineis

. also still in business, and talks with
-officials have been constructive,

1 am highly confident that
our Didipio operations will con-
tinue, to operate without inter-
ruption,” OceanaGold President
and CEO Mick F. Wilkes said in an
exchangerelease onTuesday.Talks
include discussions with Environ-

' mientSecretary Reginal. PazLopez,
. who's led the checkup, and the

company said it was sticking with

~ full-year production guidance for

the site.

The government: said last week
that three-quarters of the nation’s
mines feiishortinthe auditordered
by President Duterte, with 20 mines
facing suspension on top of 10 al-
ready halted. The prospects of sig-
nificant interruptions to the flow of
minerals, especially nickel ore, have
helped tolift pricesin a market that
already faces a deficit. The country
accounts for about a quarter of

‘alobal mined nickel suoolv.

- Brimg sald ina statement,

i|'

‘Not be suspended’ |

“WE remamiconfldent that HMC’

: _operatron will not be suspended ;

Nickel Asia President Gerard H.
Eﬁslng

the |ntt1als for Hinatuan. M |mng

" Corp.The socral and enwronmen-

tal standards being employed at . -

the prOJectarethesame standards,
asthe company has atjts other lo-
cal operations, which haven’ tbeen

‘ targetedforshortcommgs,hesald

» Nickel lost as much as 1i1 per-
centto $10,235 ametricton on the
London Metal Exchange, and:was

C o at $10,315 at 4:25 p.m. in Mapila,
. paring |ts gain this year tor17 per-
- cent. Prlces surged to as much as

$10,9000n September27, as Lopez
presented the list of mrnes recorn-
mended for suspension. t ' .

- The country’stop mrners,group
sald- on Tuesday while there re-

. .mains a real threat to many com-

panles existence, the t:rneT page
letters from the environment de-

partment to members detalling

. grounds for suspenslon often list-

ed administrative matters. |These
ranged from “small vrolatlons“ of
the mining act to insuffi crer_r_t tree-
planting; Ronald 5. Recidoro, vice
president for legat and policy at
the Chamber of Mines of the Phil-
ippines, said in an interview.

|
‘Bendbackward’ . : °
MORE difficult to address within

‘the permitted weeklong: time-

frame were so-called social-ac-
ceptability findings, acc'ording
to Recrdoro "How do you solve

’ _ thatin seven days?"he said: "Rrg ht

-"1-_"} “SER “MINERS,” A2
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L] H : .
Miners. ..
CONTINUED FROM A1

now, we will exert all efforts to work
withthe government. ifwecan Jbend
backward to fix perceived i |ssues, we
will do it”

Other mmers have sald they will
probably prevall too. CanadasTVl Pa-
- dificine, sarrfa"st week its Agata’ hickel
- mine, wh:ch Was recommended for
,..::‘ suspensmn rernalns in operatlbn ‘and

On Friday Marqventures Hélc ﬁgs lnc
said the audlt findings! are. ’defenmble
and can be reversed : ,1'.,-

I

I
i
. 1 T

While. Deutsche Bank AG ralsed the
p055|b|l'|ty this week that nlckehmay
surge to as much as $14,000 a ‘ton
in the event of a significant wa!\;e of
mine closures in the Southeast Asian
nation, the}bank cautioned that"‘the
magnltude of the rally will, of course
depend on 'the final outcome” of the
environmental audit,

Outhnlng threepotential outcomes
for the loss- of nickel supply, the llaank

said in a report there may be sl m-

bolic closures- totalmg 50,000 tons’of.
contamed ra"uckel a more 5|gmf‘aant'
scenario wrch Iosses of 200,000 tpns;

andathird possﬂ:uhty, with shutdowns
precedmg a total banon unproceslsed
ore exports. Bloo)nbefg News -~ "
i
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Mlnmg compames may

A MINING audit in a‘.he world’s
top nickel :supplier that threat-
ened mass closures may see pro-
ducers prevail,, with  companies
signaling their confidence shut-
downs can be avoided as they race

to remedy problems flagged in -
the nationwide Philippine check-

up. Futures dropped. |
-- Nickel Asia Corp. said its Hinat-
uan Mining Corp. unit, among those
slated for closure unless it fixes
shortcomings, remains in operation
aweek after the audit’s findings and
it’s expected to stay that way, ac-
cotding to a statement on Tuesday.
Separately, OceanaGold Corp. said
its Didipio copper-gold mine is also
still in business and talks with of-
ficials have been constructive.
"“1 am highly confident that our
Didipio operations will continue
tojoperate without interruption,”

OceanaGold President and Chief

- Executive Officer Mick Wilkes
said in an exchange release on
Tuesday. Talks include discus-
sions with Environment Secre-
tary Regina L. Lopez, who led the
checkup, and the company said it

was sticking with full-year pro-,

duction guidance for the site.
"The Philippine government said
last week that three-guarters of
the nation’s mines fell short in the
audit ordered by President Rodrigo
R. Duterte, with 20 mines facing
suspension on top of the 10 already

halted. The prospects of significant-

interruptions to the flow of min-
erals, especially nickel ore, have
helped tolift pricesina market that
already faces a deficit. The coun-
try accounts for about a quarter of
global mined nickel supply.

' “We remain; confident that

- HMC’s operatioii will not be sus-
pended,” Nickel Asia President
Gerard Brimio daid in a statement.

- The social and environmental

. standards being employed at the

i pro_]ect aTe the same ‘standards as

PRSNT, R PR |

G

n-audit

thlS year to 17% Pnces surg!ed to as
much as $10,900 on Sept. 27 as Ms.
Lopez presented the list of mines
recommended for suspenswn. :
The.country’s top miners’
group said while there remams a
real threat to many compames

existence, the one- page;letter.

from the Environment depart-
ment to. members detallmg
grounds for suspension often list-
ed administrative matters: These
ranged from “small vmla'\tmns
of the mining act to 1psufficlent
tree-planting, Ronald Rec:doro,
vice-president for legal and Policy
at the Chamber of Mmes; ‘of the
Philippines, said in an mtervxew
More difficult to address
within the permitted week-long
timeframe were so-calledisocial-
acceptability findings, according
to ‘Mr. Recidoro. “How do you

solve that in seven days?” he said.

“Right now, we will exert all ef-
forts to work with government.
If we can bend backward to fix
perceived issues, we will db it.
Other miners have. sa;d they
will probably prevail, too. TVI Pa-
cific; Inc. said last week 1,ts Agata
nlckel mine, which was recom—
mended for suspension, remams
in operation and the company is
confident it’ll be able tmaddress
concerns raised by Ms. Lopez. On
Friday, Marcventures Holdings,
Inc. said the audit findings are
defensible and can be reversed:
While Deutsche Bank AG
raised the possibility this week
tliat nickel may surge to as much
as $14,000 a ton in the event of a
significant wave of mine| ,cIosures
in the Southeast Asian natlon, the

 bank cautioned that “the| magm-

tude of the rally will, of course,
depend on the final outcome” of
the environmental audit;
Qutlining three potentlal out-
comes for the loss of nickel sup-

ply, the bank said in a report there

s nrrhn e lalin Alamiswas bnbnling
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Nickel Asia says Hinatuan mine follows

- same green standards as 3 other mines

NICKEL Asia Corp. (NAC) yesterday said its
subisidiary Hinatuan Mining Corp. which
was recommended for suspension by the
government follows the same environ-
mentai standards by three other units that
passed the audit. ,

iWwWe remain confident HMC's operation
will not be suspended,” said Gerard Brimo,
NAC president and chief executive officer,
in a letter to the Securities and Exchange
Commission.

HMC was recommended for suspension
due to alleged violation of conditions set
forth in its environmental compliance cer-
tificate. The three other firms under NAC

are Rio Tuba Nickel Mining Corp., Taganito

Mining Corp. and Cagdianao Mining Corp:
which passed the audit.

But NAC assured a suspension of HMC
will not have a significant effect on the
company.

“In 2015, HMC contributed 15 percent

to NAC's consolidated earnings from its
mining operations, For the six month peri-
od ended June 30, 2016, HMC contributed
13 percent of NAC’S consolidated earnings
from its mining operations. As such, any
possible suspension of HMC’s operations
will not have a significant impact on NAC,”
Brimo said in the letter. - :

NAC earlier disclosed it recorded 2 98
percent drop in its attributable net income
for the first half of the year to only P24.4
million from P1.49 billion in the same pe-
riod a year ago due to the losses it absorbed
from its equity interests from two minegal
processing plants.

Aside from mining, NAC is also involved
in renewable energy investments, e

NAC plans to build a 150 megawifts
(MW solar and wind hybrid plant in Subic
while the other locations will be sites for
geothermal plants.

NAC's power generation subsidiary
Emerging Power Inc. has completed the
drilling of eight wells in its Biliran prospect
that could initially supply 21 MW by 2017
and an additional 31.5 MW by 2018,

Nickel Asia said Hinatuan follows the same environment standards as affiliates
Rio Tuba Nickel Mining Corp., Taganito Mining Corp. and Cagdianao Mining Corp: ™~

———— ——
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overturning nickel ore ban'

JAKARTA - Indonesia is still considering whether to resume,
nickel ore exports amid broader talks on the mining rules in
—_ Southeast Asia’s biggest economy,
the mining minister said on Tues-
day, and expects to make a decision

within weeks,

The country is thinking of giving
mining.companies 2 further three
to five years to .complete smelter
projects before banning mineral ex-
ports, the country’s mining minister
said on Tuesday. ' ‘

Miners that have not built smelters
within five years could have their
permits revoked, minister Luhut
Pandjaitan told reporters. '

“We will provide an opportunity
to companies building smelters, in
the form of a relaxation in stages, in
accotdance with progress on smelter
development,” Pandjaitan said.

“They will also have to pay an
export tax that we will impose in
-“stages according to their smelter
: . , development progress.”

The change would be a potential breakthrough to miners like U.S. giant Freeport McMoRan Inc. which
under existing rules would not be allowed to €Xport copper concentrate beyond January 2017.

Indonesia banned exports of unprocessed nickel ore in 2014. Smelter companies have said they fear a reversal
of the ban would undermine prices of the metal and put ac risk up to $12 billion in investments.

“It is still being discussed whether nickel (ore) can be exported or not,” Pandjaitan told reporters, referring
to rules of nickel ore. The government expects to reach a decision on the rules within weeks, he said.

Pandjaitan said the governmeént was looking into rules on ore.with a 1.8 percent nickel content, “because
no one can process it domestically. Perhaps we will consider exporting it.”

The Philippines took the crown as the world’s top nickel ore exporter after Indonesia banned nickel ore
shipments, and now accounts for around one-quarter of the world’s mined nickel supply, most of which is-
shipped to China. ‘ : '

But Indonesia has found compensation in shipping nickel pig iron to China, India and other buyers, and the indus-
try now. worries that resuming ore exports could undermine ‘the prices for such semifinished and refined metals.

“Actually no one supports there being ore (exports) any more,” Jonatan Handojo, executive director of
Indonesia’s main smelter industry association, told Reuters, :

Overturning the ban would go against the wishes of most of the participants in Indonesia's nickel smelter
industry, Handojo said, dismissing a “handful” of companies, such as Indonesian state owned miner Aneka
Tambang which hope that Indonesia will again open up nickel ore exports to prop up income and support
financing for smelter investments, o . T

Pandjaitan said: “There is no way we can satisfy everyone, but we are trying to be as fair as possible, and to
act in the interests of the government, the people of Indonesia and investors in that sector.” ‘

Nickel prices hit a seven-week high of $10,900 a tonne on the London Metal Exchange last week, after the
Philippines intensified its environmental crackdown on nicke! miners. :

Pandjaitan also said on Tuesday that companies mining other ores might be given a further three to five years
to complete smelter projects before banning mineral exports completely, potentially pushing back a deadline
for full domestic mineral processing to 2022,
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Mmlng employees
to keep jobs— Lopez

By Anna Leah E. Gonzales

EMPLOYEES of 20 mining compames that were recommend-
“¥ed for suspension will keep their jobs for the moment, Environ-
ment Secretary Regina Lopez said Tuesday. ‘

Lopez in a meetmg with mining executives, assured that
workers would not end up unemployed, as they would be used

in the rehabilitation of mine sites, which was one of the condi- . ;
tlons imposed by the Environment Department.

Lopez said the goal!was to make sure that workers would
contmue to work dBSplte the suspension of mining operations.

“No, they won’t be [unemployed]... A part of the directive,

. should there be suspension, is that they [mining eompanies]
* raust hire those people to rehabilitate the mmmg sites,” Lo-
pez said.

Lopez met with executives of mining. compames to propose
-a viable sustainable livelihood program that would benefit the
communities where their projects operate.

Lopez said they could also tap the displaced mine workers
“for'the National Greenmg Program, thé government’s massive
forest rehabilitation initiative that doubles as an anti- -poverty
.measure due to its cash-for-work component. -

The govemment earlier announced that only 11 of the 41 me-
talhc mines in the country passed the mining audit. .
Environment Undersecretary and head.of the mining au-

dit'Leo Jasareno assured the compames would be given due
process i

#Mining compames expressed confidence shutdowns could

B avoidedisis they' raced to- remedy problems ﬂagged in- the .
‘ natlonw1de‘checkup '
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AFTER DENR S SUSPENSION ORDER

‘OceanaGol

i

2
g

CEO confldent

on Didipio operations

BY JAMES KONSTANTIN GALVEZ

USTRALIAN miner OceanaGold Corp.
on Tuesday assured stakeholders
that its Didipio copper-gold mine in
the province of Nueva Vizcaya continues
to operate without interruption despite
the reported suspension order from the
Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) due to. complamts from

affected residents. .

“1am highly confident that our

Didipio operations will continue
to operate without interruption as
the Didipio Mine sets the bench-
mark for responsible mining based
on international best practices
. and serves as the template for the
type of operation that President
[Rodrigo] Duterte and his admin-

istration are seeking for all mining

operations in the Philippines as
they advance a responsible min-
ing sector,”
OceanaGold president and chief
executive officer. ‘
Wilkes added that they are
firmly maintaining the 2016 pro-
duction and cost guidance for the

mmanntinim Al ltaTamnl iinit Mannnn

said Mick Wilkes,

e

expects to produce 385 000 to
425,000 ounces of gold from
the combined New Zealand and
Didipio operations and 19,000 to

21,000 tons of copper from the Di-

dipio operation at all-in'sustaining
costs of $700.to $750 per ounce.

The company has recently en- -

gaged directly with the DENR Sec-
retary Gina Lopez and other senior
government officials to gain clarity
on the findings identified with
respect to the D1d1p|o operation,

' "Dlscussmns with ‘government

officials including Sec. Lopez have

been constructive and the com-
pany will continue to engage with
all stakeholders to demonstrate

tha manu achistamonte and attri

mine has delivered thus far tQ its
communities,” Wilkes said.
Earlier, Environment Undersec-
retary Leo Jasareno said- Nceana-
Gold Philippines may lose its

permit to explore adjacent areas.

surrounding its Didipio mine;fol-
lowing complaints from N ueva
Vmcaya residents. -

- Leo Jasareno, the former dlrec—
tor of the Mines and Geosciences
Bureau {MGB), said they are now
reviewing the permit granted to
OceanGold in March this year,
which allows the company to
conduct exploration activities in
the: broader region surroundmg
Didipio over the next five years.

_ Jasarena said residents were
complaining of the possible 'e;ffect
of expanded mining activity in the
area since the exploration area is a
rich agricultural land. .

OceanaGold's mining claimicov-
ers around 15,000 hectares, but the
company:has only explorediand

* developed around 900 hectares,

The cornpaniy earlier said it has
mobilized additional resources
to further 1dentlfy and build its
pipeline .of targets w1th1n the
13,000-hectare area while! com—
mencing drilling of the more

mdernocad casnatn in tha eseand

is a rich agricultural area, citrus

capital of Nueva Vizcaya. Meron

silang [They have a} program
for agro-forest. The LGU [local
government unit] wants fo use
land for agro-forestry rather than
exploration,” he said.

“We will clarify that. If it can
be found that the petitions are
valid, then the secretary will have
to withdraw the permit. We will
investigate,” he added.

- The Didipio mine is a high-
grade gold-copper open pit and
underground mine in Nueva Viz-
caya. It is one of the lowest-cost
gold mines in the world, with
nominal preduction of 100,000
ounces of gold and 14,000 tons of
copper. It has an estimated reserve
of 1.59 million ounces of gold and
210,000 tons of copper. It had its
first full year of operation in 2014.

OceanaGold holds significant
exploration tenements in the Philip-
pines and the Financial or Technical
Assistance Agreement (FTAA) covers
approximately 158 square kilo-
meters located in the provinces of
Nueva Vizcaya and Quirino,

Joey Leviste, chairman o
OceanaGold Philippines, earlie
said they are willing t0 investmen

mnro in the Philinninec hint thers
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Coral regrowth

IS new crusa

By Yolanda Sotelo
Alaminos City
—l

VERY day at9 am., dlvers scour the waters off
Mayor'sIsland in the Hundred Islands National
Park (HINP) in Alamings Clry in Pangasinan
pf’ovmce to look for fragments of live coral that could
still be nurtured at the coral nursery or planted in the

sea bed..

They intend to rebuild the.'
cdral reefs—colorful gardens

ufider the sea where marine life

thtives—which' are ‘often dam-
aged. by bleaching brought .. |

atibut by global warming.
Bleaching is'a slow process,

though the damage it causes may

se€m too quick and sudden for the

avérage observer, said Dr. Edgardo -

Gomez, professor emeritus of the
Umvemlty of the Philippines Ma-

tine Science Insthute’ based i

Bélinao town in Pangasinan.

Coral bleaching means these
‘mrarine animals expel the algae.:
(Zooxanthellae) living in their-
t1§sues causing the coral to turn'

lite. .
k

‘Many of these sea resources

are st111 under threat worldw:de
‘said Gomez, a National Smenust

who led the first ~worldwide ‘as-
sessment on coral reefs.” :
W]gat the divers are domg is
part ‘of the coral regeneration
program financed by the Depart-
ment of Science and Technology

-(DOST) and . thé. Philippine

Council for Agnculture Aquatic

and Natural Resources Research
. (PCAARD) and unplemented by
- Pangasinan State Umvers1ty and

the Alaminos City governiment.

- The coral mass plantmg was
started in 2012, using asexually
reproduced corals in’ different
coastal areas of the country, ac-

" cording to Virna Salac, DOST-
PCAARD national coordinator: of '

the coral restoratlon program,
In 2014 the agency rolled

“out the program to other areas,

including the HINE It contract-
ed PSU and the city government
to plant 30,000 fragments.
Rolando Cerezo, PSU director
for special projects, said that
20,000 fragments had been plant-
ed so far off Mayor’s Island. The
remammg 10,000 are slated for
planting 1 untll December this year.
Salac d Cerezo met last week
with Alannnos Mayor Arthur Ce-
leste to dISCUSS the HINP project
and its extensmn through assis-

" tance from Pioneer Adhesives

Foundanop Inc. (Pafi). The selec-
tion of project sites includes the
wﬂhngness of local officials to
host the program Salac said.

The program usés two coral
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A DIVER helps rebulld the coral bed of the Hundred Islands Natlonal Park.
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transplantatlon technolog1es One
.is through coral nursenes where -
fragments less than 3 centimeters”
are reared for three months before
these are transplanted The second -
requires fragments to'be attached
" to substrates (natural stones or .
materials). :

On the seabed trained d:vers
pick the coral fragments that have
been detached from the reefs be-:
cause of wave action, careIess
divers and boat anchorage

“We do not introduce any-
thing that can’t be found in the
sea such as artificial reefs; we-
are replanting dislodged ' .
corals,” Salac said, They mamly
use Acropora branchmg spec1es

for the coral reef regenerat10n
' program.

PSU and the c1tv government -

mamtam 10 coral nursenes

(made of steel) ina shallow por— o

they reveal a good survival rate

after 'three months, these frag- °
ments are attached to substrates :
" using the commercial epoxy clay

aqua. Sometlmes they have to

‘be secured by concrete rails.
- Thére is no exact number ‘of

hectares where the .corals' have

' tion ‘of 'the HINE one of which
can hold 500 fragments. When.

grass) or they c0u1d bleach be-

cause of hot‘temperature
Climate change is a big threat

to corals, Salac said, adding

" that whenI it gets warm, the

corals bleach and die.

. The latest massive bleaching '
occurred in Julyin Tangdol Reef
" in Palawan where 90 percent of

' the reef and 95 percent of the

beeri replanted, but at least 100

fragments are planted i 1n every’

10 by 10 square meter, said

Shella Parreno, a research coor- :

dinator.of PSU- -Binmaley.  :
. Thiough deep in the sea, not

all replanted corals survive, as .
‘they still face natural chaI-
: lenges, : like being . overg_rown-

with sargassum (a kind of sea-

newly transplanted corals were
wiped out.
The Palawan experience is

caused by El Nifio phenomenon

which warmis the sea water.
The sn:uabon at the HINP is
better thanjthat of the Palawan

“ coral beds. Only 10-15 percent

.of corals around the HINP suf-
fered from ibleaching, Cerezo

said. The HINP still has a 60-65
percent live coral cover.
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CREBA backs NEDA stand

agalnst land conversmn ban

Gorayeb

Carifio

The country’s largest organization of key real

estate indusiey players supports {he position of

the National Economic and Development Au-
thority (NEDA) rejecting the impending impo-

sition of a 2-year moratorivm on conversion of

agricubtural lands for subdivision devé]opmcnl
and other non-agri uses. . :
NEDA director-general and socio- economic
planning secretary Ernesto M. I’crnn, has said
. that the proposed moaratorium is detrimental 1o
the economy and would result to a slow-down in
the delivery of housing units, particularly to the
millions of homeless poor, :
‘Chamber of Real Estate and Builders’ As~
sucintions  Ine. {CREBA) national presulun
Charlie A. V. Gorayeb likewise  moved for the
reconsideration of the proposal saying that land
conversion moratorium alone is “not the cure-
all” w failed efforts of past administrations to
implement an effective agrariun reform system
and achieve optimum agricultural production.
“There is no argument that prime agricultural
lands must _be preserved for food security. But
though' the State has powers Lo prlore devel-
op and atilize the country™s land resour ccs the
Canstitution ensures citizens’ right o engage
in legitimalte aclivities to increase the courm)r 8
wealth.” T

“What we need is
to apply modern farm-
ing technology, more
infrastructure " and  bet-
ter government support
for farmers to make the
most out of the land that
they till,” Gorayeb said.

CREBA fears that the
moratorium  will bring
elTorts 1o deliver decent
and alfordable’ homes
to at least 5.5 million
homeless families to o

: " standstill. “Jobs created
by hnumng construction are at.stake; substantial
taxes and other revenues from related business
activities will be lost; cconomic pump-priming
cifeets will be suppresscd. Limited space will
result to urban congestion as tension between
agricultural land use and rapid urbanization vs-
calates,” Gorayeb said.

‘Noel Toti M. Carifio, CREBA national chair-
man, pointed owt that Republic Act 6657 or
e Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Law rec-
ognizes that under certain gonditions, some
agricultural lands arc better reserved for non-
agricultural uses. “Some of these are when the
land ceases to be economically feasible for agri-
cultural purposes or locality has become highly
urb‘mlad and the land will have a greater cco-
nomu_ value or other purposes,” he said.

Amidst the widespread alarm, the group re-
newed its call for the passage of the proposed
national land use act (NLUA). filed in Congress
1o put the eountry's cconomic and physical de-
velopment in order by setting 4 major categories
of tand uses-for planning, purp‘oslcs — Protection,
Praduction, Settlements, and Infrastructure.

- “An eguitable national land use plan has long
been needed by this country to be a key policy
reference for, il local comprehensive land use
<lnd db‘yb]j’)g{l](.l]l pldns in all \ebtors including

w1

T

houqmg and real estate,” Cariiio said. v
The ,I;lll is the 3" in CREBA’s 3-point agenda
for housing to be discussed at its 25" national
conveittion set from October 12-15 this year
in Bug:uio City. The agenda pursucs CREBA's
long- tei'm vision towards “a home for every Fili-

ping.”

(mn[, an in-depth CREBA-led study vali-
dated by the Rational Mapping and.- Resource
Inionnduon Authority (NAMRIA), Gorayeb de-
bunkccl misconception that the real eslate sector
is the “eulprit™ lor (ood shertage resulting irom -
suppo;qled “indiscrimitate™ or “rampant” conver-
sion ofjlands. ” ‘

it showed that agri lands account for some
i2.5 m:illiion hectares or 42.72 percent of the
counuj‘s wtal hectarage of 29.5 million, Yet,
the built-up or developed arcas amounted to only
74I,J)3 hectares or just 2.52 percent of the total,
mllds built upor developed for non-agricl-
tural uses — (rom time immemorial up to Year
2014 E-—'hardl_v made a dent in the country’s total
agricultural hectareage despite all government
and privale inlrastructure nationwide,”

“Instead, agricultural land area even expand-
ed by, 5 4 percent from 2003 to 2010 as forest, .
:.qubs.l fallow and barren lands registered small
dccrcaisieg. These data confirm that conversion
und development arc not the reasons why the
country’s agricultural situation lags behind its
rice-exporting neighbors,” Gorayeb said.

“Comparatively, Thailand. Malaysia and
Victnam have bigger total Jand arcas than our
archtpcld[,u. country, but they all have lesser ag-
I‘ILLIIlut'al hectareage than the Phifippines at only
38.75 peru_nt in ‘Thatland, 24 percent in Malay-
sia. :md 28.51 percent in Vietnam,”

Wel need a rational and holistic land use
policy that reflects the realitics on the ground,
co\'crir?g-all areas of land use, and factoring ip
all the development requirements ot every scclo’r
1o achieve a well-balanced and stable t.conomy,
1ht. lwu(,lxl BA leaders concluded. it -

e s —_— - —
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I.aoag(ity, llocos Norte: Local govern-
ment ofﬁcrals have totally banned

the usé of coal with the passage .

of 4 provmcnal board resolution,
making it the first province to
Phg’ out coal ‘use to become a
totd ’renewable-energy consumer,

SangguniangPanlalawigan Provin-

cial Resolution 017-2016 authored by

Board Member Mariano Marcos 2nd,
environment committee chairman,
dedaresIlocos Norteasa “dlean, green
and coal-free provinee” - '
. "No office or instrumentality
of the provincial government of
" Ilocos Norte shall issue any permit,
authorization, endorsement or
‘any expression of support to the
development of coal projects in the
provmce, "the resolutmn said. -
The board encouraged all two
" cittes'and 21 towns  of: the province
1o reffain from issuing coal permits.
Such ban, said Sherwin. de Vera,
regional coordinator of the environ-
ment group Defend Ilocos, *is-a
' positive move andmentscommenda
tion,” expressing support to:President
.Rodrigo Duterte's policy detlaration
. gainst energy that favors dirty coal.

De, Vera called on the provincial

board to also pass resolutions against
otherfossil fuels for power generation.
Earlier, criticisms were leveled
* againstwind energy projects in the
towns of Burgo s and Bangui, over
alleged violations of indigenous
peoples rights where windmills
were built and have since benefited
local communmes -

“Wedemand the lmrnedrate rewew '

of existing Memorandum of Agree-

mentswith affected commiunities,” de.

Vera said, explaining that “the review
should ensure that energy ventures
lower electricity rates and provide
substantial benefits t0. communities
where the facilities are lncated *

llocos Norte bans. i
al for power Supplfy

wrnd—energy cébacrty as of 2015 it
is also dubbed ‘8s the wind- energy
capital of the Phrl‘lppmes. |
Since 2010, local govemrnentdm-
tiativés have paved thé way for llocos
Norte to become home to the 150-
MW wind-power project of Energy

‘Development Corp (EDC), a! unrt

of First Gerl Corp., in Burgos town,
the 81-MW. Caparispisan wind sta-
tion of Northem Luzon UPC Asia
Corp.;'and the 52-MW Bangui wrnd
project of Northwind Power and
Development Corporation. |-
The province has also become

 perhaps the country’s and Southmr

Asia’s renewable-energy capital. ||

A 5-MW-Agua Grande hyéiro f'

electric power plant in Pagudpud
and solar farms; like the 20-MW
solar-power facility of Soleq Philip-
prnes Inc. in Barangay Paguludan
in Currimao and the 4.1-MW and
2,6- MW solar farms in Burgom of
EDC are belng developed. - 1] .

The. provincial board said, "’I‘he
leadershlp of llocos Notte has ¢on-
sciously supported renewable—energy
development not only because the
province is endowed wrth the es
sential natural environment but also
because it is the only way to promote
the economic prosperity of present
and future generations of ]locanos
that is friendly to-the environmient
and is not harmful to the peoples
health and well-being.”

“Renewable energy hasalso gtven
the people of llocos Norte Teason
to be. proud for srgmﬁcanr.ly con-
tnbuung to the reduction of carbon
emissions that harm the environ-
ment and sadly render the counfry
and the Filipinos among the most

vulnerable in the world to the devas _
tating effects of climate change,” the

resolutiori added. “[We] continueto

chuaumv fram onormr Aovmlammaames
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EcoWaste backs MMDA

drive vs litterbugs

" By CORY
. MARTINEZ

THE -environment-ad-
vocate  group EcoW--
aste Coalition has ex-
pressed its strong sup--
port to the intensified
campaign of the Metro

thority (MMDA) against.
Iitterbugs, - o
The group,. through
its. coordinator Aileen
Lucero, rsaid that litter--
ing must- be stopped
since it is.the most obvi-
ous and:widespread.en-
vironmental - offense:
committed by pecple of
all ages and walks of life. .
o all fieed to sup-
port the MMDA’s re-
newed ‘drive 'against lit- °
terbugs ‘as this is for the

opment Au- .~ “A

Last week, the

_group, together with
thexgre

en Thumb Coa-
lition's Waste Cluster,
urged President Rodri-

-go Duterte and DENR
ecretary Regina Lopez .

to wage a war on waste
and poliution. ‘
: 8 one agency’s ef-
fort. will never be
encugh to put a stop to
this pervasive culture of

littering, we appeal to ail

local government units,
(LGUs) to bolster their
existing initiatives to

complement MMDA's -
anti-littering prog’ram,”l

she zaid.
‘Lucero lamented that:

~'enforcement of Republic

Act. 9008 and related or-
dinances is not being vig-

‘orously being carried out.

comunon good. It's-time -particularly the LGUs.

to pursue ‘a war on -

waste’ to”protect human
heglth and the envirén-
ment,” Lueero stressed.

-“4 vigorous enforce-.
ment by the LGUs of:
'said law and local ordi-
nance will help promote

R.A. 9003, or the Eco-
Jogical Solid Waste, Man-

-agement Act, promotes

‘waste avoidance and vol-
ume: reduction, sgpara-
tion. of diseards . at
source, reuse, recycling,
composting and; other
best .practices in. waste
management without
dumping and burning.
“The LGUs should

employ &nd deployimore’

environmental educa-
tors and enforcers on the
streets to hammer home
the message that litter-
ing, like open burning

- and:open dumping, ‘is;an

arrogant, inconsidé_ﬂ_ite,
lazy and. polluting fact

‘punishiable by Taw,”r Buc-
- ero 'said. With 'Pattl;-fbia

Denise Peralta (QJT)

———

environmental éi\vare-"
ness and responsibility.
.among citizens and_ halt.
;all forms of indiscrimi-
nate garbage disposal,”.
;she added. :
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ANG Natlonal Water Re-

Jec
“Bm[dlh’g Resillence for
Sus‘taimhle ASEAN (mula
sa dating-Water Related Di-
sasters)”, kung saan idi-
naraos. ang 2016 Chun-

“cheon Global Water Forum

sa Chuncheon, Gangwon-

. do, Kogea; noong Setyem-

bre.7 ha Setyembre

Program Division, ang ku-
matawan sa NWRB. “Ang la-
yunin ng nasahing pagpupu-
long ay upang ipakita, talakay-
in at ibahagi sa iba pang mgal
bansa ang magiging kalagay-
an kung may paghahanda sa
National Assessment Report
atkung papaano maipagpatu-
loy o labanan ang hinding in-
aasahang na pangyayari sa
pamamagitan ng pagbuo ng
buitding resiliency for a sus-
tainable ASEAN. Ginanap ang
naturang-. pagpupulong
makakasunod sa 2016 Chun-
cheon Global Water Forum,
Ajg NWRB, kasama
ang mga; gonsuﬂant, isinaga-

" wa ang isang, Inter-agencya

mesting ng iba'tibang mga
ahensya na may kaugnayan

9417

tIPPER-HALF

ANG INYONG

LlNGKOD

| “ennsummnu HEI:TIHE

ON ASEAN-ROK COOPERATION
PROJECT” DINALUHAN NG
NWRE BILANG KINATAWAN

NGPILIPINAS

sa water-related disasters tu-
lad ng Office of Civil Defense,
Philippine Atmospheric, Geo-
physical and Astronamical -
Services Administrafion (PA- .
GASA), Department of Public
Works and Highways,
{DPWH), Mines and Geo-Sci-:
ences Bureau (MGB) at ang.
Metro Manila Development
Authority (MMDA) parailahad
ang mga proyekio at upang !
magfipon ng mga datos atim-

- pormasyon na kinakallangan

sa paghahanda ng National
Assessment Report.

- Ang ASEAN Working
Group on Water Resources.
Management {(AWGWRM) na
tagapanguna ng proyektong
ito, kungsaanang NWRBang

pangunahin ahensiya ng P1I- :
ipinas.

“The project objective i |s ‘
to strengthen “reslliency in :
ASEAN countries againstwa- »
ter-related disastersin the re- |
gion through close caopera- |
tion between the ASEAN and

Korea, by sharing knowledge

and experience for effective .
policy-making in their respec- .
tive nationa! governmentsand ;-
towards reglonal cooperation” |
Ang iskedyul ng ika-dal-

awang konsultasyon ay sa.
Oktubre 31 hangang Nobyem:- !
bre 1, 2016, gaganapin ang’
pagpupulong sa Jakarta, In-|
donesiaatang pinal naulatay ;
inaasahan maisinumite sa;

-darahng na Dlsyembre 2016

l l
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By Manilyn T. Ugaide-

LEGAZPI CITY—Former Albay
governor and incumbent second
district Rep. Joey Salceda lam-
basted the Department of Public
Works and Highways for cutting
. and uprooting trees for the mas-
sive road widening and coneret-
ing of national roads it started
three years ago. j
Assistant public works regional
director Armando Estrella re-
ported that road widening in Bi-
col was 30 percent complete so

Salceda mourned the thousands

of trees, many more than 50 years
old, that were felled to make way
for the'road projects. i
Dr."Arme Santos-Tan, 4 Te-
tired “professor of the Bicol
University, also lamented: that
public resistance against cutting
of trees in roads seems to have
subsided. - ﬁ '

In 2013, a district engineer
-ordered the initial eutting of
“more than 30 old trees in the
first district of Albay without
.the” knowledge and consent
.from the Capitol. However, ‘the
: electriciposts remain, ¢ach more
“than a meter from the. pedestri-
_an road way, S

- | Strong  support. from . the
~church and: local environmen-
talists for . is quest against
mining and, ne cutting of trees
.led him to order the provincial
-board 6 declare persona- non
grata then-Albay first district
“engineer Teodor Castillo and
file criminal and administrative
-charges for cutting more than 30
trees on:the sides of the 10-kilo-
meter route' from Tabaco Cify
to Malinao to Tiwi towns in the
first district.! ' :

But' Saleeda withdrew the

-resolution against Castillo a few
weeks later and aborted the fil-
ing of charges after the district
engineer. reportedly came to

him and:seck forgiveness ‘ahd
4 P T
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Polangui is the gateway to the' |
provinces of Catanduanes, Mas- !
bate, Sorsogon and the Visayas !
region, miotorists from Manila | |
could only wonder at the sudden '
disappedrance of old beautiful |

occupying both sides of the road

shi¢lded by big stones that pose '| -

danger to motorists. :

Early last year, the 125-meter
long Yawa Bridge from Legazpi |
poblacion toBarangay Rawis
was expanded to four lanes, the
first bridge to be widened in -
the region to ease traffic during |
rush hours, ™

When the road haif a kilom- I
eter from the bridge leading to 1| -

the first district was also wid-

ened and concreted and more
than 100 old Agohb trees facing | .
the regional center on the east- | -

emn side and the Aduinas Uni-
versity of Legazpi on the other
side were marked “X” for demo-
lition, the DPWH was stormed
by protests from environmen-
talists, residents and students.
The DPWH then built the
two-meter-deep - covered line
canal that- effectively cut the
major roots of the Agoho trees.
When Typhoor “Nona” hit Al-
bay and toppled the Agoho trees
in Barangay Rawis, the DPWH . -
was able to proceed with the
road concreting, . .
Also last year, a Grego-
rian Mall project began on a -
1000-square meter lot in the old-
Albay district once known as
the Locsin Park. (The' site wag
leased by the city government,
The leasing of the Locsin
Park by the city for ithe con-
struction of the Grégorian mall
caused friction between Salceda

‘and Mayor Noel Rosal after the

SATE UPPER RALF
L ~
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killing old trees

trees on the'roads. =~ - .

Former Albay Chamber of 1
Commerce and Industry presi- ' | :
dent Marcial Tuanqui com- '
plained of the rampant palay |
. drying of residents and traders '
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cllmaté; jfééﬂlent health care

e o H g
Manycountnesm the regmn mcludmgthe P}nhppmes [
ate some of the most mﬂnerable to the impacts of climate
change. TheBntishmechcal]ournalThe Lancethasreferred
todimate change as the "blggest global health threat of the

tion Health Care Without Harm (HCWH) Asiaon .
Tuesday urged governments of Southeast and East
Asian countries to protect public health from climate

I N TERNATIONAL enwronmental health-orgamza—

- changeand toinvest in building low carbon and climate-
resilient health facilities, -as health and environrent

leaders meet this week in Manila for the World Health

Organization’s Asia-Pacific Regxonal Forumon] Eiwiron-
ment and Health (Fourth Regmnal Forum)

2lsteentury,”fromextremeweatherevents, changesinpat-

ternsofdiseases, increaseinvector-bornediseases,andwater

andfoodmsecuntyaffecl:mgpeopleshealtha.ndwell -being,
“Considering the chmate'changes major impacts on

people’s health, hea.lth care needs to help lead the efforts | -

 to address this, one of the greatest problems of our time.
~ Our hospitals need to be the last buildings standing in an
"1 extreme weather event; our health systems must adapt to
- theshiftingburden of disease; and we must reduce our own
+ . carbon footprint, which is quite large in some countries,”
% explamed Josh Karhner, HCWH international dll‘ECtOl’ of
- ;* :program and strategy, who will make a presentation on’
. green, low-carbon, climate-resilient health care during the .
.~ preforum discussions. Geudeth Mocon-Ciriaco

]
!
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CREBA SEES HOUSI NGLACK BALLOONING T06. 5M UNITSIN 4YRS

By CA‘I’;-IER!NE N PILLAS ¥ ac pillas29

HE real—estate 1ndustry Warned
the government that the country’s
- housing backlog could easily balloon

to 6.5 million units by 2020, from the =
current 5.5 million units; if the moratorlum
on the conversion of agricultural lands .
being pushed by the Department of
Agrarlan Reform; (DAR) is 1mplemented

oldtre

-conversmn ban

- D, 5M units

R ——
The estimated housing backlog |
in the country today '

This, Chamber of Real Estate and l
Builders’ Assoc1at10n (Creba) President .|
Chatlie V. Gorayeb said, is because the |
DAR-proposed .moratorium will delay {
the rollout of housing developments by 3.
at least fouryears I

“Even 1f the ban [on the converswn
b 'CONTINUED ON A2 - K

o _'_-—m-hﬁ_. o

- DAR told to rethlnk land- conversmn ban

" " CONTINUED FROM-At - - - -

of agricultural lands] is only two
years, there is a gestation period
from buying the land, to develop-
ing it, to introducing it into the
market. So if the annual demand
is at 250,000 housing units, at

the end of four years, we'll have ., .

another million‘on tdp of thé 5.5
miilion housing backlog,” Gorayeb
told the BUSINESSMIRROR,

The DARisnowreportedlycraft-
ing an executive order to opera-
tionalize the moratorium, aimed
at protecting prime agricultural
lands for food security.

This will definitely put to waste
all the public-private efforts tosig-
nificantly cut the housing dearth

The UDHA provides that all

+ subdivision developers should
build socialized housing equiva- .

lent to either 20 percent of the
total project area or cost of their
main developments, as a way to
encourage them to provide hous-
ing for thefunderprivileged, ..

“Economit and sotialized hous-

ing"” refers to housing units that
are within the affordability level
of the average- and low-income
earners, which is 30 percent of
the gross family income as deter-
mined by the National Economic
and Development Authority.
Developers' availment of incen-
tives. viven bv tha Board of Tnwear-

be used,” Caritio said.

Citing studies; Carifio said less - -

than 5 percent of the, total land
inventory in the Philippines, num-
bering tosorne 29 million hectares, is
alloeated for community settlement.

“Land for built-up settlements
is less than 5 percent of the total

land area in the country, the bullk -
.. is in agriculture. That alone will

- show you our problem;” he added. .
Considering that the total .

housing backlog is now at 5.5
mitlion, and annual housing
production is only at 200,000,
the proposed moratorium will
only exacerbate the dilemma, as
developers will face additional
delay in rolling out projects,

Mnavanuar rhahlanbatmanvasac?

be agricultural,” Carifio said.

On a broader scale, the pro-.
posal for a two-year ban on land
conversion of agricultural lands
maydampen economicactivityas
not only housing projects are af-*
fected, but also commercial and
office developments. ,

Letmeemphasnzethatwearesup- .
portive of the objective of President
. Duterte’s social aspect of the redis-
tribution, but we're very concerned
of the effect on the overall well-being
of theinvestmentandothereconomic
activities,” Carifio said,

Creba is appealing to the DAR
toallow submitted applicationsfor
land conversion to proceed.

The group said it will seek dia-

1- -
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Farmmg moves{

&up,, to .60, 000 hectares o,g ‘

nidrshland i in Magumdanao efus.
fec tlvely increasing productu‘)i
ley el by 34 percent in the Au™
tofiomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (ARMM). R B

Maguindanao Gov. EsmaélA
Mangudadatu said an expand-
ed agricultural activity on mi
imally inundated portions %
the Iglguasan marshland ha,
1mproved rice productivity i
what uséd to be conflict-affec 9
ed towns of Sharif Saydunkl2 -
Mustapha Datu Piang ' and?2
Datu Salibo.

" But Mangudadatu said th]l%j
option’ should be limited to or;,
ganic rice farming and must bg;,
done without disturbing sanc;—B
tuaries of migratory birds Injs
the area.

, Rice productlon has also m 0y
creased in Lanao del Sur, the r(:,ga
gion’s second largest rice- Pros,;
ducing province after Magumf)
danao, said ARMM Agriculturg;;
Secretary Alexander Alonto P

ARMM Gov. Mujiv Hataman,q
credited the increased rice prg-
duction to an improving peace,,
and order situation due to the,
ongoing peace process, stronge.; iy
coordination of development.,_,
programs with local govemn-

. ments, better road access and
the construction of bridges.

~Alonto - said the Maguin-
dando rice:expansion and im-
proved infrastructure in the .
pzfovmce and in Lanao del Sur
pushed the region's. average -
ricé production in the first half
of the year;to 2.73 metric tons
€t hectare.

During the same period in
2014 the region registered an .
average harvestiof 1.8 MI/ha,
and even Iowerm*2015 NashB.
Maulana, Inquirer Mindanao
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. ST FRANCIS' FEAST Wnth its owner, achlhuahua named Yuki
- hears Mass i m celebration of the feast of St. Francis of Assisi,
patron saint of animals, and the season of creation at Ninoy
Aquino Parks and Wildlife Center along the Elllptlca! Road in
Quezon City. Most Rev. Deograclas Iniguez officiated at the
Mass attended by pet lovers and blessed the animals.




