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Lepano

susp

ensmn’ or"

Anna Leah E. Gonzales

EPANTO Consolidated ,
Mining Co. said Monday the
sgovernment has no reason to”
suspend the company S mmmg
operatlons

“Smce .the publication of news 1tems that
Lepanto Consolidated Mmmg Company
is under threat of suspension of its mining
operations by the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources, we have been bedeviled

) By

by pumerous inquiries and expressions of -

concern from nervous stakéholders on the status
of our operations,” said Lepanto president and
ch1ef operatmg officer Bryan Yap.

“This Situation constrains us to make this
expl:‘matory report to these stakeholders, namely

_our worried employees, our communities, our

stockholders and investors, our retirees, our
partners and partner banks, and our services and
goods providers,” Yap added.

The: DENR last week released the results of

mining audit that showed only 11 out of the 41.

meta’ lic mines passed the review.

o criti

]

er

CI

: saymg that the company s treatment, stoi%ge .

and disposal facility for detoxlﬁcatlon process
for the mill tailings was unregistered.

‘The government also cited alleged accidentsin .

the mining operations and its low performance ‘

in tree plantmgI

~ Yap said Lepanto had not recelved any -
official commumcatlons for the suspensmn of |

its operations.

“There is no reason to suspend our operatlons :
We passed the ; recent audit of all mines ordered .

by the DENR, which in our case was completed
on August 14,.2016. The DENR audit report

confirms that we have complied with all relevant

laws and regulfntlons " Yap said,

He said the) company p]anted 6.5 million
over its area oﬁ operations in the last 50 years,
and obtained an ISO 14001 certification for its
environmental management system.

“For the last 80 years, Lepanto did much more
than produce corpper gold and silver. We helped
build Mankayan Benguet into a first-class

municipality. We have been dutifuily paymg our’

taxes,” Yap SalfL:l
“We assure qur stakeholders that we will take

and uphold L}Lepanto s legacy of respon51ble
"mining,” Yap sald
— L_

all and every step necessary to ensure that we |
- can and shall contmue our mining operatlons

The DENR identified Lepanto as one of.
the c‘:ompames recommended for suspension, ’
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Lepanto: We're compliant with mine laws

LEPANTO Consolidated Mining Co., one
of the companies recommended for
suspension by the Department of Envi-
rbnmcnt and Natural Resources (DENR),
said it has ¢omplied with all mining and
environmental laws thus its operation
should. not be halted.
"' “This situation constrains us to make
this explanatory report to these stake-
holders, namely, our worried employ-
eés, our communities, our stockholders
and investors, our retirees, our partners
and partner banks, and our services and
goods providers... Lepanto's operation
has not been suspended We have not
réceived any official communications to
that effect,” Bryan Yap, Lepanto presi-
dent and chief operating officer, said in
a-statement.
Yap added there is no reason to sus-
‘pend the company’s operation as it
passed the audit ordered by DENR which
‘was completed last August and confirmed
that it complies with all relevant laws and
regulations.
The DENR said last week the company

has to resolve 1ssues llkc thc treatment

storage and disposal facility; the occur-
rence of various accidents; and low tree
planting performance.

“We have also recently obtained an ISO
14001 certification for our environmen-
tal management system. For the last 80
years, Lepanto did much more than pro-
duce copper, gold, and silver,” Yap said.

“We helped build Mankayan, Benguet
into a first class municipality. We have
been dutifully paying our taxes... We
have planted 6,500,000 trees in the
community in the last 50 years. Our
livelihood programs and scholarship
grants have benefitted thousands of
community members,” he added.

Lepanto said it supports, over a thou-
sand employees enjoying free housing,
hospitalization, electricity, and water
at the mine site aside from building es-
tablishments and infrastructures for the
community near the mine site.

DENR gave the firms facing possible
suspension a week to explain their sides
before a final decision will be made
whether their operations will be put to
stop.
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Audit conflrms
Lepanto compllant
noreasonto = -
suspendops.

AMID concerns on the status of its op-
- erations, listed firm Lepanto Consolidated
Mining Co. on Monday assured its stake-
holders that the company:-passed the'recent
audit of all mining conlpames ordered by

the Department of Env1ronment and Natu- |

ral Resourcés {DENR). |

In a statement, LCMC pres1dent and chref :

.operating officer Bryan Yap ‘said that the
DENR has no reason to; suspend its opera-

tions, noting that the aud1t report confirms

that Lepanto has comphed with all relevant
‘laws and regulations. i -

“Lepanto’s operatlon has not been sus-
pended. We have not recewed any official
communications to that effect,” Yap said.

Yap issued the statelhent following nu- |

' merous inquiries and expressions of con-
cern from nervous stakeholders after news
reports came out that Lephnto was under
threat of suspension.

“This situation constrams us to make this
explanatory report to ‘these: stakeholders,
namely, our worried employees, our com-
munities, our stockholders and investors, our
retirees, our partners and parthier banks, and

The Chamber of Mines of the Philippines
(COMP) earlier scored the DENR for its report-
edly reckless public pronouncement about the
results of the mine audit desplte the premature
results of its findings.

COMP also expressed concern over the |.

repercussions of such pronouncements,

‘stressing that the report that was released |,
- was highly inconsistent w1th the letters sent |
 to certain companies rnformlng them of the: :

audit findings.

The mining lobby group ‘also said that
the repercussions go well beyond mining
' communities and further endanger invest-

. ments in and out of the mi nerals develop-

ment industry. |

A 1nt ~fthses ranmnanise unfl"l alloaed vinla. |

our services and goods providers, headded. |

. Lepanto is among the 22 members of
COMP that have already s‘ecured ISO certifi-
cation, which Environment Secretary Regina
Paz Lopez earlier sald was| a way to identify
responsible miners.”

Meanwhile, Yap assured stakeholders
that the company will be ‘taking all steps
nécessary to ensure that they can and
shall continue their mining operations
and that Lepanto will hphold its legacy

of responsible mining. |*.

“For the last 80 years,j Lepanto d1d much
more‘than produce. copper, gold and silver.
We helped build Mankayan, Benguet into a
first class mun1c1palrty We have been dunfully
paying our taxes,” he said.: ¥

“For the last 80 years, vle have been a good
corporate citizenand a caring partner to the com-
mumty, " he added. o

: ' JAMES KONSTANT!N GALVEZ
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Department of Environment
and Na‘lt;urziliResoufces-(DEN R) has
© moreason to'suspend the company’s
mining opération. . -
. Ina :sfatézfrzent, Lepanto Consoli-
. dated Pr;iesidfent and COO Bryan U.
Yap saidthat, since the DENR’s an-
nou ncemé:gt ofitsmine-auditre port
and news of the company’s having
been under threat of suspension, it
has récqi‘}edﬁumerousinqt}iries and
expresgicins:' f concerns from stake-
holdersonthestatus ofitsoperation.
Environméent Secretary Regina
Paz L. Lopez said last week that
‘based on the findingstand recom-
mendations-of the atidi€-teams, 20
more operating mines face possible
suspensionfor failing tomeet envi-
ronmental standards. This brings
to30the tétalnumber of mines that
failed the audit criteria, with only

allowed to continue operation for
committing minor infractions that
do not-wat¥ant 3 show-cause order.

' However,aso Moritlay, the DENR
hasyettoissuean officialletter com-
municating,the resultyofythe mine
audit a‘nc“l :ﬁ.iggish the/mihing com-
Panies copies of the reports.-,

- ; :
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I%PANTO Consolidated Min-.
_ ing*Co. on Monday said the

11 of the 41 operating mines being -

AP I
i o % " £ -
|

- i"DENR S&hibr Undersec Btary
Leo L.;Jqsafref}d said they are i i the
process of Producing copies| of the
audit reports, particularly the 20
mining operations facing polssible
suspension, - v

The DENR would reproduce
2—inchth'ickin_dividualauditreports
for all 41 mirili!i:fg‘operdtions $éven -
times—one edch for the merhbers

fow ]
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of the audit teams; plus anot]?gif;for ‘

the mining company. g

Yap said the company has. not
received any official communica-
tions to that effect. Secondly, Yap
said there 15 no reason to suspend
the company’s mining operations.

“We passed the recent audit ofall!
mines ordered by the DENR, which, -
inourcase, wascompleted on A gust
14, 2016. The DENR Audit Report
confirms we have complied with
all relevarit laws 'and regulatiéns,”
he said, b ' |}

Yap added that the companyalso
recently obtained an 1SO 14001 cer-
tification for environmental nan-
agement system. .

“For thelast 80years, Lepanto did
muchmorethanproducecopper, gold
and silver, We helped build{Marﬂ;cay-,
an, Benguet, ‘into a first-class thu-
nicipality,” he said. Jonathan L Mayiiga

R AL LI T
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THE Department ofJ Erwlron- -

ment and Natural‘ Resources

(DENR) said it wants' mme op-.

erators left untouchecl bya fecent
andit to prove their effecnveness
inhoosting socicecon qmiq;activ-
ity in their host communities be-
fore new projects are approved

» ST don’t want to allpw any new
ones until we show that we can do
it, well... Miners right now are not
" doing a good job,” Em{lrorllment
Seeretary Regina Paz L. Lopez said
imaphone interview on Monday

v+ Aside from ordermg the re- fﬁ '

view of operations for 41 metal
miners, Ms. Lopez 1‘n‘a memo-
randum order issued in July
also put a halt to new mining
applications.

. ing the moratonum she unposed "
"Ms. Lopez said: “No, not now., We
i should fix it first. I mean, ‘the fact
. that 30 falled the audit means
F' we are not in good shape... Why

:- would I allow more new [mmes]'?” ‘

- The secretary said that the
agency w111 consult with stake-

" total economic valuation frame-
work that will determine the

Aslced on the prospects of l1ft- '

economlc viability of mmmg_'

S prOJects, accordmg to Ms. Lopez
A total economic valuatmn-

! approach will seek to place a'*

. value onjthe negative effects of i

: mmlng operatlons, making for

" an 1mproved estimate of costs
andbeneﬁts

Under emstmg]awsr allrmneral
contractors are tasked to‘lay outa
five-year comprehenswe plan, the
SDMP, with the aim ofi improving
the livelihood of people in host
and neighboring communities.

Miners set aside 1% of theiran- |

npual direct miningand rm]].mgeost
of which 90% is utlhzed 'for SDMP
and the remaining 10% to develop
technology and manpower. |

Meanwhile, the Chamber of °

the Mines of the Phlhppmes
(CoMP) expressed wnlhngness to
work with the DENR Secretary
on improving the ut111zatron of |
miners’ SDMP funds. .
“We re very wrllmg to iwork

Tem o arm

Pohcy Division Ronald V. Re— .
; c1doro said inan mtemew, noting B
however, that the CoMP has hot..
- received from the DENR a formal =

. invitation to discuss the matter
* with mining stakeholders. | !

'Mr. Recidoro added there is
room for improvement in 'the jm-
i plementat:on of SDMP in a way

}

that would expand its benefits tlo‘ _

t: cover whole provinces. {
The mining group also op-

- ‘support the
. holders in presenting a so-called ~

Environ ent Undersecretary
Leo L. Jasareno thas said that the
‘agencymayrelease soon anadmin-
“istrative order covering the new .

.policies, partlcularly on utilization

.ofsocial development and manage-
ment progranll funds (SDMP).

Ms. Lopez|sa1d that she will
nining industry in
terms of- presentmg projects in
which they éAn 3 appropriate their

SDMP funds’ in a “creative and
‘cohesive way?’ ’

“They don,t know how to do

.development |They ¥now how to
‘do mining. But. I know how to do

deve]opment That’s what 1 did
for 25 years. T:know how to use
money because we never had alot
of moneylike them,” she added.

i

Mmers need to contmually look

“for new projects to sustain their.
- momentum,” sa1d Mr. Recidoro.

Accordmgf to ‘the CoMP, total

_projects currently in the pipe-

line run until 2020 and are ex-

.pected to brihg in at least $20
Jpillion in revenue.

|
"+ Mines and‘ Geosclences Bu-

' . posed an indefinite halt to new f'

mmmg pro_] ects.

~“Wehope her plans are c]anﬁed .

It’sasifshe onlywantsto work w:th .

? éxisting mines. That does not look--

goodforﬂlelong—termhealthof the

PN B N, IS LT . . S

-

reau data show 1 that investments
in major mining projects last year
totaled $924.94 million, down
22.5% from a year earlier.

4 “What weL’d really like to see
-is the secretary also opening up
: to the posmbihty of allowing ex-
.‘_._;ploratxon act1v1t1es and eventu-
“ally mining prcuects to proceed,”

MARATHA RAw Danidmwn addad



2 “-m-_.m ) “
Ui R

MANIM‘E

S ss NOE

~..

BIII.I.E'I‘IN

THE NATION'S LEADING NEWSPAPER

STRATEGIC C ()M‘V'””'m

PAGBILAO UEZON

DENR ¢ engages
village heads
in forest
protectmn

i385, DANNY 1. ESTAEIE h mgfﬁ

LUCENA CITY, Quezon  The
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources- -Community En-
vironment and Natural Resources
Office (DENR-CENRO) in Talipan,
Paghilao has forged strong partner-
ships with barangay officials.in:a bid
to boost forest protectwn m thls part
of the province. i

At present, v111age officmls con-
duct periodic upland momtormg in
their respective areas of jurisdiction
to ensure that no illegal logging,
“kaingin” (slash and burn), and other
forms of forest destructlon are per—
petuated. N

DENR-CENRO Offleera Ra i
Limpiada said that deputizinig vﬂlage
chiefs is provided in Executive Order
No. 23, which primarily declares
a moratorium on the cutting and
harvesting of timber in-natural and
residual forests. It also mandates
the creation of the Ant1-loggmg Task
Force :

. The primary purpose of these
moves, leplada said, is to task
village chiefs, in particular, to raise
awareness, funds, and resources for
tree-planting.

A memorandum of agreement
(MOA) which was prepared by
DENR-CENRO was signed, by the
presidents of Association of Baran-
gay Captams (ABC) of towns covering
the DENR-CENRO Pagbilao, to hold
responsibilities in the protection
and prevention of illegal logging and
other forest destruction. !

They have the authority to arrest
suSpected illegal loggers and confis-
cate undocumented logs. |

i Limpiada said new partnerships

Fnr faract nratontinn ara alan hale~
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SWIM MING AGAINST TH ECU RRENT
The power
of outreach

e —
ULTI-Sector Governance
Coalition (MSGC) mem-
bers, with active support
from the city’s many, Val-
ue-Ahgned Circles (VACS), use their
networks in order to spread the reach
of the city’s governance programs.
Moreover, they take advantage of the

" presence within the city of national

government agencxes that have their
regional off;ces in Butuan for the
{araga region.

: The invplvement of the Philip-
pine Army andthe PNP in the initial
tree- plantmg activities at the Bood
Promontory and Eco Park has already
been mentioned. In the Caraga Eco
Park, in addition to the Caraga State

University, at least three other national

government agencies are mvolved DTI,
DA, and DENR. The Caraga State Uni-
versity happens to have a 200 -hectare
campus, wlnch isjust4 k:]ometers from
the city proper: it has réeserved ample
Space within its property for the “expan-
sion and re-packaging of an existing
biodiversity conservatlon project” of
the university. Within this reserved
site, some 2,000 trees_belongmg,to

e
-
i

LB

several indigenous tree spec1es have
been planted to form a “naturally-set
rainforest ecosystem ?

Through the MSGC, arrangements
have been made to make this eco-park
open to the general public. The city is
now involved in its furtherdevelopment
it has thereby acquired one mire site
to add to the cluster of pocket forest
parks called for by its Vision 2020 “This
is an example of the pro-actwe stance
the city has taken in engaging external
stakeholders who can help put up proj-
ects in pursuit of the city’s \nswm

Another outreach program is di-
rected to the city’s barangays. Outreach

tobarangays goes beyond getting them -

to participate in the tree farmng and
growing initiative of the city. It extends
to getting the barangays “embrace
Vision 2020” such that they (the ba-
rangays) would “replicate many of the
programs, and projects” 1ncluded in
the city’s performance scorecard This
outreach program fo barangays would
entail the following:

- Help the barangay craft its.own
Strategy Map.that would be fully sup-
portive of, and fully in line with, the
city’s own Strategy Map. !

. Through technical ass:stance

._L-—.-.-——, . -

)

[

PR E!.

1q.

from the city, orient the Punong Barengay

and the Barangay Council towards using

the city Strategy Map as a reference for
its own “planning, resource mobilization,
and monitoring of 1dent1ﬁed development
projects.”

One specific example of a barangay
that has already done so is Barangay
Doongan, It now has 10 major programs
that it has launched to make it “sdcially
and economically competitive,” siich that
“equal opportunities” would be open to “all

barangay stakeholders.” The city provided

further technical assistance so that
the barangay would have “access to
funds from other line agencies (of

the national government) that have

related programs” (to those of the ba—
rangay); sometimes, this would entail
having “to customize the barangay
projects to fit the requlrements of the

* funder.” Technical assistance extends

to enabling the barangay to “tap

~ private partners (willing and able) to

provide fechnical support, manpower
and financial assistance for the (ba-

rangay) prOJects ?o

It is'true that one swallow dqgs
not bring in the summer, and that ope
barangay does not portend similar
success involving other barangays
But the mold has been made, and this -
success story — in the case of Bara-
gay Doongan — can now be rephcatgd
in the other barangays of the city. The
city’s VACs and MSGC members haye
a concrete success story they can
tell to others who may then follow jn
Doongan s wake.
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ACTO tutol sa kampanya
VS smoke-belchlng PUV

TUWIRANG tinututu-
lan ni Efren de Luna,
national president n
Alliance of Concerne

- Transport Organiza-
tions (ACTO) sa All-
Out-War ng 'Depart-
ment of :Environment
and Natural Resourc-
es (DENR) laban sa
mga smoke-belching
na public utlhty vehl-
cle (PUV).

Tuwirang inamin ni
De Luna. ng lahat ng
PUV lalo na ‘sa Jeepney
gy walang papasa sa ka-
mlang mga jeepney.

“Aminado po kami sa
aming grupo (ACTO)
kahit isa
namin ay walang papasa
sa smoke belching' dahil
lahat ng makma ng,am-

ong .unit -

ing mga Jeepney ay “sur-
plus” galing ng ‘bansang
Japan,” aniya,

Giit ni De Luna na
dapat ay tulungan muna
sila ng gobyerno lalo bago
hulihin ang kanilang mga
lumang jeepney.

akiusap ni De Luna,
dapat hindi muna ipatu-
pad ang operation. sa
Smoke-belching hang-
gang hindi nasisimulan ng
gobyerno: lale na ang
Department of Transpor-
tation at Land Transpor-
tation Franchising and
Regulatory. Board (DOTr-
LTFRB) ang Land Trans-
portatlon Modermzatmn

Progr
amm dln ni ‘De
Luna na hirap silang ipa-
sa ang kanilang mga
jeepney bilang readwor-
thy sa Land Transporta-
tion Office-Motor Vehicle
Inspectmn Center (LTO-
MVIC).

Nakikiusap din si De
Luna sa DENR-DOT: at
LTFRE na huwag mu-
nang ipatupad ang kam-
panya labapng :sa mga
smoke-belching.'”

Ayon sa report, . sini-
mulan na’ ng Task Force
Anti-Smoke Belching
noong, October 1, 2016
(Sabado) ang_vpang huhu-
li sa mga PUV na smoke
‘belching at. dinidiretso ito
sa impounding ares.

Jun Ichan Legaspi

LOWER HALF
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Drive vs Corruption,
trash top SBMA tasks'

By Allan Macatuno
"Inguirer Central Luzon-

SUBIC BAY FREEPORT--Presi-
dent Duterte and the Subic Bay
Metropolitan Au- - |
thority ' (SBMA) [N
are studymg how
the remalmng 15
containers carry-
ing ‘garbage ille-
gaily shipped from
Canadawould find |
their way out:of B
Subic port, if norof SN
the 'country, miew ‘
SBMA Chair Mar-
tin Difio said. .

Difio,’ who as-
sumed his post on
Monday, succeed-
" ed Roberto Garcia
as chair. But Garcia remained
SBMA admihistrator ( pending
the appomtment of his replace-
ment. - |

“Pm u‘nmedlately relaymg
this. [Canadian trash issue] to
the: President: because’ these
[contamers] should be returned
[to Canadal,” Difio said during
a news conference here, !

But he said his transmon
team had laid down action
plans for a situation where
the government would opt
not to'ship the trash back to
Canada

DINO

Energy source .
“Since we're tapping renew-
able sources of energy as part
of ; our long-range program
here, we're considerinig con-
verting [the ‘Canadian trash]
into- energy” he said. He did
not give any more :details
about this proposal. .
' OnJune 30, aMamlaReglon-
al Trial Court ordered 50 40-

‘drugs and criminality in tl-len-

il e rryees

i
1
[
g‘
..
i
I
I
1

These contalners have been‘

August 2014, 15 of these con:
tainers were taken to the Subrc
port.

- Garcia - has

of Customs to re-

parked at the Manila port. In ‘

asked the Bureau :

%% move the contaln- ‘

ers from this free
* port but the agen—
' cyhas yet to act on

dunng the
. turnover ceremb-
| ny at the Subic Bay
‘Exhibition and
§' Convention Cen—
« ter, Difio said he

would make this

" free port “the best.

in East’ and Southeast Asia” b'y
getting rid of corruption among

jt. 3
i In his address .

its ranks and making it a b si-

ness-friendly economic zone.

“Mark this as a new begm-.
ning for SBMA.: There will ’be
changes to make it a better free
port zone. We will fight graft
and corruption, smuggling and
red tape,” he said.

Difio, former chair of the
Voluriteets ‘Against Crime and
Corrupnon (VACC), said !he
would also help local govern-
ment - officials fight 111ega1

I
l

communities. 10

“P'yve been helping our Pre51-
dent in the last three rnonthsI in
his fight against illegal drugs,
criminality and. corruption | iin
the government. I'll be workmg

- with: you to make this [cam'

paign] a success,” he told offi—

cials from Zambales and Bataan'

provinces ‘and’ Olongapo Clty
who attended the ceremony I
Difio withdrew his candxqacy
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‘File raps vs’Espinosas over,

" By MIRIAM DESACADA C |

TACLOBAN CITY - An
official of the Department of
Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) yesterday
pressed for the filing of charges
against suspected-drug lords
Albuera, Leyte Mayor Rolando
Espinosa and his son Kerwin
in connection with the recov-
ety of 15 pythons from their
residence in August.

Leonardo Sibbaluca, re-
glonal executive director of the

"\.‘}-:" &)

DENR, issued the directive to
city:environment and natural
resources officer (CENRO) Val
Nuifiez.: ,
“They have no reason to
fear because it was clear the
Espinosas violated the law.
They have no. permit to keep
the wildlife recovered from
their residence. 1 already in-
structed the PENRO to coordi-
nate with the Albuera CENRO

o ""i I

selte

and conservation development
division to file the case,” Sib-
baluca said. P

- Nufiez admitted he did not-
file the charges for fear of hisi
life. S
Kerwin, tagged as Leytélzf ]
top drug lord, remains at lar p.;
He reportedly gets shabu from
drug lords detained atthe Ng:_, -
Bilibid Prison, I
Crisostorio Badeo, assistaﬁul:lt-: :

‘ =-F5-’!F§m.
d pythons’
division chief of the DENR -
conservation development
division and head of the raid- -
ing team, said they have done
their part, adding that it is up
to CENRO to file the charges. .
At least 11 of the recov-
ered animals were Philippine
pythons while four were ifn--
ported from Myanmar.
The pythons were brought

to the Wildlife Rescue Center
in Palo, Leyte. : :
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WHALE CARCASS ~ - Marine ¥
a beached whalo Hlat was,

Lego brlcks

have choked beached wha,;_e

o Bﬂ‘.@o OCANEOH

DAVAO CITY Interlockmg plastic
bricks, more: popularly Known as Lego,
and'strands of rqetal may, have caused

rine mammal béachmg, told por:ters ‘

Monday that’ aﬂ initial autopsy of the
whale showed that it had ingested the
foreign matenals which may have
been floating in the Davao Gulf. .
The beached whale was found in

Kadatu Beach, Pag-ibig Village in Ba- -

rangay Dumoy here.
Blatehley, the American curator of
D’'Bone Colléctor Museum here, said

the whale that was found dead Sunday .

was the third to have been’beached in

13 feet long, Blatchley said. || .

S'I‘RATEG!'C_EZ()MMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICL

the scene last Sunday, the whale was
already in a state of decomposmon
which led: thevteam to conduct an au-
topsy on the spot

Its tail had also been cut off but

‘ Blatchléy said that this could have

happened. along the Davao Gu}f
Acegrding to Blatchley, the whale

f‘starvat:lon oFf .dehy-

v
Thefwhale;.welghed at least 400 ki-
lograms and would have been at least

Some of the whale’s teefh were
also gone thatled Blatchley to surmise
that these were plucked by curious
locals or beachgoers who were after
souvenirs. .

Possession of any part of protected
creatures is prohibited by law. |

The bones of the marine mammal
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Pygmy sperm whale rescued i inlLa Unlon_

SAN FERNANDO CITY, La Unron A 6.5-foot Iong ‘
pyamy baby sperm whale was rescued over the week-
end by the La Union RescueTeam Bureau of Flsherre§
and Aquatic Resources and the Crty Fisheries and |
Aquatic Managemerit Council {CFARMC) from coastal
area in Carlatan Village in his city. . i l

The sperm whale, which weighed 1,000 krlograms,
had_swum toward the shore and was drscovered by a
local fisherman wheo lives nearby.

According to Dr. “Chris Apilado, a CFARMC vetennar-
ian, the whale bore two deep cuts, one near an eye and
the other on the tail.

“Maybe it was caught and was bemg fished out from :
the water by handy fishing hook but it was able to wiggle

out Apllado sard who dosely exammed the injuries while
the sperm whale was still floating in the water.
Vanessa Bonitalla said her fi sherman husband, Ding

. Carpio saw the mammal at about 4a m, Frrday, as

5000 as he woke up. r

They rushed to the sea and were surprrsed to see
an'injured "dolphrn”and tried to push it farthér into
the sea but it cannot move so they caIIed for heIp
from village guards.

Sally Gacayan, a BFAR staff, said the sperm whale
would be brought to the BFAR custodial [quarters in
Casantaan vlllage in Sante Tomas, La Union.’

Gacayan said they would try to keep the mam-
mal ahve by first: treating its wounds untrl itis strong

enough to be released into the sea. .
A vehicle from the La Union Provincial Drsaster

" Risk Reductton Management Council transported

the mJured whale, which was placedina rubber
boat filled with sea water.

The p Pygmy sperm whale is one of the several aquatrc
species that I endangered. :

It was ‘the second stranded whale fnund rn the',
coastal area.

in 0ct0ber2014 a12-ton, 20-foot long grantsperm whale

" diedwi |ie it was being rescued by a backhoe and burdy men at -

the nea vrllageofngsatManneSanctuary
St was'eventually buried In village.
' WILLIAMJUN GARCIA "
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F there’s a mountain that can be considered
as the Philippines’ most popular, Mount
Makiling wins by default.

This mountain with its peak 1owering
1,090 meters above sea level and! located
about 70 kilometers south of Manila is the
first that most city dwellers see when they
travel south from the National Capital Re-
gion {Metro Manila). For those going on
a first trip o Los Banos in Laguna, it isthe
majestic Makiling that greets every visitor
10 the south with its lovely silhouctte that
looks like 2 woman on a recline (thus the

Commuting to UPLBE is casy. Take any
bus in Puendia in Makat City or Cubao
in Quezon City goingsouth to Santa Cruz,
taguna. Alight at Los Banos Crossing
often referred to as Los Banos Jollibee.
Fare is around P120 and iravel time aboul
wo hours, From across [ollibee. there's
a terminal for jeepneys going to UPLE.
‘These jeepneys go araund the campus of
UPLE, ail the way to the College of For-
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term ‘maquiling’).

Malkiling now is home 1o almost a
million people, enjoying the abundance
of its waters and soil to nourish a fast-
growing community, 1Lis home
10 one of the biggest
universities in the
Philippines and sev-
eral of Asia’s biggest
research instisutes, [t
isalso oncof the old-
est national parks in
the Philippines, and
continues 10 preserve
and to propagale our
endemic species.

In 1909, the Univer-
sity of the Philippines
College of Agriculture was established
at the foot of Mount Makiling by the
American colonial government to pro-
mote agriculturat education and research
in the Philippines. In 1933, the Makiling
Forest Reserve was made into a National
Park under the care of Burean of Forestry.
In 1960, the administration of Makiling
National Park was transferred to the
University of the Philippines for forestry
education and research purposes of the
College of Forestry.

Aupresent, the University of the Philip-
pines Los Banos {LIPLB) is the designated
caretaker of the 4,347-hectare Makiling
Forest Reserve. The reserve is home to di-
verse flora and fauna. The forest serves as
the laboratory 1o students and researchers.
1tis also open 1o nature lovers, adventure
seekers and conservationists.

when climbing

How to get there

Being under the jurisdiction of LIPLB, the
only way to go to Mt. Makiling is 10 enler
the gates of the university.

4 forleeches ¥ .
W Getready Makiling. kilometers from

- Meakiling Fop Méeuwntaiy)

estry. For those destinations outside the
segular jecpney route, the only way 10 go
there is to walk.
Tor those driving to Mount Makiling, take
.~ the south highway
via SLEX then exil
from Calamba, also
in Laguna. From
Calamba, con-
tinue drive to the
nationat highway
all the way to the
next town of Los
Banos. The main
o stick on you entrance is 1.3

the Jollibee junc-
tion. UPLB security now requires visitors to
deposit their driver's licenseat theentrancc.
‘Yhere are two other entrances to UPLB -
thiu the Magnetic Road and the side road
near international Rice Research Institute -
tut only for those with LIPLB stickers.

What to do, what to see
Mount Makiling's peak can be dlimbed in a
day. Althaugh there are several designated
campsites for those who prefer to stay over-
night, it is not advisable because of limited
water source and presence of “limatiks”
{forest leech) at higher elevations.

There ate several access trails to Mount
Makiling, but the most popular is via
UPLB. All visitors to the Mount Makiling
Forest Reserve are required to register at
the entry point and pay P10 per person
entrance fee, The entry point is marked
Swation 1, and all important landmarks
are properly identified, making the need
for a hiking guide unnecessary.

The next major station is the entrance
10 the Makiling Rainforest Park (Station
7). 'The trail leading to the park is 3.3 ld-

es
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L The.rLe is also huge camp site at the Makiling Rainforest 'Pafk for
overnight hikers, . ;
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M The view of Laguna Lake from one
of the highest peints of Makiling.
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lometers from the gate, and 1akes between
one 1o two hours of easy to moderate trek-
king. Here, there is a huge camp site for
overnight hikers. Lacated also within the
vicinity are the UPLB Nursery Farm and
the Mud Spring (about 15-minute trek
fron the main wail).

From here, one can take a shor detour
to the Mudspring before taking the two-
hour trek to the summit, The summit is
identified as Peak 2, and it rewards climb-
ers with a magnificent view of Laguna and
its surroundings.

But for those who do not wish to dire
themselves but still like to see the many
trees that grow in Makiling, they can visit
the Botanic Garder: near the entrance of
the reserve, Lstablished in 1965, this natu-
ral museum contains many plant specics
endemic to Mount Malkiling,

Anotherinteresting site around Makiling
is the National Center for the Arts. Built

e, 5

L

mA tfee planting activity in the rainforest park.

&
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during the Marcos regime, it continues
to hone talented students through the
Philippine High School for the Ants. On
the way up 1o the center, visitors will pass
by the Chapel of Saini Marc. The chapel’s
cross - featuring the outline of a crucified
Christ - was designed by National Axtis(
Leandro Locsin.

At the main campus of UPLB, visitors
can also see the Oblation, 1he old Baker
Mewmorial Hall, the Carabao Park, the Car-
ilton Tower, the Seniors Social Garnden
and many more. At the corner of the
football field is the biggest Acacia tree in
the campus. 1t is also called Fertility Tree
because of the many things that happen
au night under the tree.

Where to stay, what to eat

As mostvisitors 10 Mount Makiling go there
for a day trip, places Lo stay overnight ate
very limited. There is a designated campsite

Rt
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at the Rainforest Pack. However, prior ar-
rangement must be made at the gate.

Visitors can also stay at the Pock ni Maria
Makiling right next to the Jamboree site. It
is also possible o find overnight lodging
at the coutages of the National Arts Center.

Another alternative is to stay overnight
at the nearby Pansol, where private pools
with cottages can be rented for 5,000 to
10,000 for 12 hours.

There are many places to eat around
UPLE. For quick and affordable meals, visit
the campus cafeterias. For those who wish
to try somc zuthentic Elbi (LB) cuisine, the
stretch from Jollibee junction to the main
gate are lined with quaint little restaurants
ranging from Thai to Medierrancan that
serve tasty and reasonably fair-priced meals.

But for the ultimale Elbi experience, iry
the choco milk being sold at the Dairy
Farm. It's as fresh and as relreshing as the
popular Mount Makiling.
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