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“Miners laud Ombudsma

Mining firms have welcomed
the Office of the Ombudsman’s
move to crack down on illegal
mining operations nationwide.

Environmental Ombudsman
Gerard Mosquera earlier said

‘he was looking at investigating
several local government units
and closing illegal dumpsites.

The Office of the Ombuds-
man is set to coordinate with

e e

illegal

the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources.(DENR)
in e%oing after illegal miners, as
well as illegal logging and fish-
ing activities. o
Chamber of Mines of the
Philippines Legal and Policy
VP Ronald Recidoro said: “The
Chamber has always called
for stricter measures in ‘going
against illegal miners as these

» Lopez said alllsr_lnalll—scale

- mining activities operating out-

side the Minahang Bayan were
illegal in nature and should be
'stopped immediately. ‘

;' Minahang Bayan centralizes
‘processinﬁ of minerals within
a zone where the government
‘will be able to monitor gold
‘produgtion by-small-scale min--
ersbihter.” '

mining

" By LOUISE MAUREEN SIMEON

are the ones who do not con-
tribute to the economy of the
country and do the most dam-
age to the environment.”
COMP emphasized that its
members are covered by a strict
edict to safeguard the interests of °
theenvironmentand the country.
“We will continue to adhere
to the tenets of responsible

. . A

Ithelps the government cﬁ‘_rb
illegal mining and mitigate the
adverse environmental impacts
of indiscriminate mining opera-
tions in the country. !

In April 2015, the DENR
issued the revised implemerit-
ing rules and regulations of the
Small-Scale Mining Act of 1991
in line with the. mining policy
of the'previous adr_nilﬁstratic:)fl.-‘

n move vs

mining and support efforts of
government to weed ott the.
irresponsible miners who con-:
duct their business without re-
gard for the law,” Recidoro said.
Environment Secretary Gina
Lopez earlier ordered a'stop to.
small-scale mining operations, :
halting about 60 percent of total
gold production in the country. }
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Blg miners support
gov't crackdown
‘onillegal operators

?111

Large mmeoperatoxs heaved
a sigh of relief as the govern-

* ment’saudit, which they thought

focused only on those:legally
operatmg now shlftedvtowards
. . ¥i s

welcomed the pronouncement
“of the’Oﬂice of thé @gnbudsman
to-cr: k‘;down ori 1llegal mmes
- argu ;'the country, © 5 )
Env:ronmental Ombuds-
man Gerard Mosquera said the
Office of the Ombudsman w111
coordinate with the Department
ofEnwronment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) 1n gomg after
these ﬂlegal miners. :
~'He: assured that after focus-

mg on closmg illegal durgpsnes

' the Office of the Ombudkfman is

“also settmg its sng 510
gams ﬂlegal mp 1

" ment: Wé

In 2‘ﬁ2qu
ratiin

who do not contrxbute to the .

economy. of the country and do -
the most damagetothe environ- -
ment,” COMP Vice President
for: Legal and Policy Ronald
_Remdor Said, oli.Wednesday

' “Mer%ers ‘6’f ;

hhe Chamber *

i

“are’ cove%ﬁ byLa strict edict to | ’

safeguard;our people the coun-

try's mtenests and the environ-
con
to the tenets?,,of responmble J

'mmmg and support efforts of ;
, governme tto.

Wi aed out'the ir-" 1
respon51blemm who conduct
thelrbus%ness w1thout regard for
the law;’f*Becndo ro'stressed.

g Meanvfhlle,anMP earlier
hmted aboﬁt purSL ing legal ac— :
tions agamstpthe government
for 1ts mactlon on ithe existing ;.
Execuh\‘ié Orde &(EO) 79 amid
the call to repeé;
% W 5omgned EO'
"li'_‘rem no nevg
g eémgnts shall be~

I '1

X '-"n_t 2 leglslatlon '

1st1ng revy

ue toadhere '
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By Ronnel w. Dommgo
@ronwdommgoINQ

The Chamber of Mmes of the

- Philippines (COMP); yesterday:
welcomed an anticipated crack-"".
down by the.Ombudsman on il-

" legal mines’ following a move '
against illegal dumpsites. "
“The COMP - has) alWays

called for stncter measures-in-.
. going against;illegal miners ‘as.

_ these are the ones who donot
contribute to the’ economy of .
the country and do the most

Wt

damage to the envxronrnent X

"the. group's vice president,

‘Ronald Recndoro, saidin a state-

ment

.. Recidoro-was refernng to a
statement by Environmental
Ombudsman Gerard Mosquera,

+ who said that after focusing on-

¢losing illegal dumpsites, the

‘Office of the Ombudsman is al-

50 setting its snghts on moving

-against illegal mlmng, loggmg
and fishing actmtles ‘

. He said.the mining industry

;remalned the blggest contnbu-

L.

down on |Ilega_j

tor t0 the government s Nation-
al Greemng Program, under,
which 20 million frees were
planted from 201110 2014.
Citing'data from the Mines
and Geosciences Bureau (MGB),
Recidoro said the mining indus-
try’s contribution to reforesta-
tion efforts in the country had
already ‘covered an estimated

48,000 nectares

“Members of the (COMP) are

- covered by a strict edict to safe—

guard our people, the country s
interests and the env1romnent

he said. “We will continue toad- . '

here to the tenets of responsible. .
mining and- support

efforts of;

government to wee ‘out the ir-

responsible miners, “‘who con-.
duct their business wrlthout re-
-gard for the law.”

announced the nommatlon of
23 mine operatocs-—lncludmg

tfy Environmental Anverd.
. The: PMIEA is given out

cyearly to mining companies .
that showed exemplary prac-; -
' tices in 'safety and heaith; envi-*

ronmental protection and reha-

' blhtatlon and commumty and:
Farlier this month, the MGB .

some that the Department of”

Environment and. Natural Re;
sources’ audit teams recom-
mended for suspensmn—for
the Presidential Mineral Indus-

social development and ‘man-
agement.” - a

“n I‘.xecutlve Order No 399 is-

sued’ in 1997 established the.

PMIEA “in compliance with the .
policy-that. mineral exploranon;.
and mining operation ‘shall be’
pro-environment and pro- -peo-

- .ple » the MGB said:

Among the nominees for the

;surface n‘nnmg category were
operators of mines that were,

recommended for suspension.

‘These include Agata Mining

' Venturés Inc. (nickel in Agusan

. del Norte); Hinatuan Mining
. Corp. (nicke] in Eastern Samar);
‘Marcventuses Mlnmg and De-

velopment Corp {nickel in Suri-
gao del Sur);, OceanaGold Philip-
pines Inc. (¢opper-gold in Nue-
va Vizcaya); and SR Metals Inc
(nickel in Agusan det Sur). 1
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focus

COMP urges govt to

~ govtto
campaign on sm

i
By JONATHAN L. MaYuGa ¥ @jonlmayugd . Philippines {COMP). : ‘
' o The COMP said it supports President. RECIDORO: “Doing -
FTER focusing on illegal dumps  Duterte’s marching orders to-clamp down nothing to stop
' “across the country, the Office of on irresponsible mining, but, at the same illegal mining;:
the Ombudsman vowed-to actively  time, expressed dismay over the tightening can he considered
go after officials of local government units of screws that targeted large-scale miners derelictionof -
l (LGUs)andstateagenciesthat abettedillegal - that operate legally anql-‘re_spénsibly. © duty”
mines—or those involving small miners— .. Under the watch of Brivironment Secre- S
a move welcomed by mining's big players ; tary Regina Paz L. Lopez, the Department

belonging to the Chamber of Mines-of the CONTINUED ON A2
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COMP urges govt to focus
campaign on small miners

CONTINUED FROM A1

of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) has so far sus-
pended 11 large-scale mining
operations for failing environ-
mental standards based on audit
criteria involving environmental,
social and biodiversity consider-
ations, on top of the usual technical
aspects of mining.

Interviewed by the BUSINESS-
MIRROR, COMP Vice President
for Legal and Pelicy Ronald
Recidoro said it is about time
that the Ombudsman goes after
illegal-mining operations.

He said, more important,
the Ombudsman should also go
after officials of the government,
both at the naticnal and local

levels, for consplrmg thh small-

scale miners,
Domgnothmgtostopﬂlegalmm-
lng can be considered dereliction of
duty. Under thelaw, the government
is mandated to stop illegal-mining
operations,” Recidoro said.

The ongoing campaign of the
DENR in enforcing Republic Act
9003, or the Ecological Solid Waste
Management Act of 2000, targets
LGUs that fail to close open dumps
. in their respective jurisdictions. -

' Officials from more than 30
LGUs have been charged for failing
to close illegal dumps, so far.

Inthecaseof illegal mining, beit
large scale or small scale, Recidoro
said LGUs are liable for failing to
stop illegal mining.

LGUs headed by the provincial
governor sitasmembers of the Pro-
vincial Mining Regulatory Board,
which has jurisdiction over small-
scale mining activities.

He said aside from local of-
ficials, the Ombudsman should
. go after DENR officials who are
_.not doing their job to stop illegal-
" mining operations.’

The COMPhadissued an official
statementsupporting Environmen-
_tal OmbudsmanGerard Mosquera’s
pronouncement to go after illegal
mining after the campaign against

" {llégal dump operations.
Inits statement. the COMP said

the environment,” Recidoro said.

Mosquera, in a report, said the
Office of the Ombudsman will co-
ordinate with the DENR in going
after these illegal miners.

Lopez said the DENR, through
the National Anti-Environmen-
tal Crime Task Force (NAECTE),
will go after illegal small-scale
mining activities, but, so far,
none of the small-scale miners
have been stopped.

Thereareanestimated 300,000
companies and individuals
engagedinillegal small-scale min-
ing activities, which, the COMP
said, should be held accountable
fortheenvironmental destruction
in many areas.

Last week the NAECTF raided
illegal quarry sites in Mount Ba-
nahaw, particularly on the side of

* 'Sariaya, Quezon.

The raid resulted in: the arrest
of more than 30 people Andseizure
of at least a dozen of pay-loaders,
backhoes, cargo trucks and other
heavy equipment, used by atleast
20 different companies engaged
in the illegal quarry operations
in the area.

According to the COMP, they are
holdingontothepromise of Ombuds-
man Conchita Carpio-Morales to go
after illegal mining, as she stressed
the need for the government to ad-
dress"environmental degradationby
enterprising individuals.”

“Members of the Chamber are
covered by a strict edict to safe-
guard our peaple, the country's
interests and the envirpnment.
We will continue to adhere to the
tenets of responsible mining and
support efforts of the govern-
ment to weed out the irresponsible
miners, who conduct their busi-
ness without regard for the law,”
Recidoro stressed.

The Mining Actof 1995 provides
"mining activit'es must always be
guided by current best practices in
environmental management com-
mitted to reducing the impacts of
mining while efficiently and effec-
tivelyprotecting the environment.”

According to Recidoro, the
mining industry remains to be the
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Big miners welcome Ombudsman s

crackdown on illegal mines

THE country’s biggest mining fobby. the
{hamber of Mines ofthe Philippines (COMP),
onWednesday welcomed the Office of the
Ombudsman's vow to clackdown on illegal
mines around the country.

“Itisnotenough thatwaarelegal
We must primarily be respmslble,ml.ners\
The Chamber has always called for stricter
‘measuresin going againstillegal miners as
these are the ones who do notcmthbute
. tothe ecanomy ufthecountryand do the
most damage to the envirmment,"(OMP
VP for Legal and Policy Ronald Recidoro sald
Wednesday. ‘

Earller, Environmental Ombdsman
Gerard Mosquera assured matafteffucuslng
ondosing llegal dumpsrtes the Office of
the Ombudsmanis also settlng its skt on
moving against iflegal mining, Iogglng and
fishing activities,. .

Mosquera said the Office of lheOmbuds-
man will coordinate with the Departmentof
Enwironment and Natural Resources (DENR) in
goinig after these llegal minefs. .

Ombudsman Conchita Carplo-Morales also -

stressed the need forgovemment toaddress

“environmental degrddaﬁon byenterpnslng
individuals.”

“Members of the Chamber are covered
by a strict edict to safeguard our people,
the country’s interests and the environ-

' ment. We will continue ta adhere to the
tenets of responsible mining and support
 efforts of government to weed out the
irresponsible miners who conduct thelr

"~ husiness without regard for the law"
Reddoro stressed,
, The Mining Act of 1995 prowdes"mln

" Ingactivities must always be guided by
' g’urrént best practices in environmental
, management committed to reducing the
-~ Impacts of mining while efficiently and -
. effectively protecting the environment.”
o meminlnglndustry remains the biggest .

conmbutortothe National Greening Program

‘ ofgovernmentwrchOmﬂIiontreesp?anted

" f1om 2011102014,

. MinesandGeosuencesBumau(MGB)data
shw.rti'latthe mining industry’s cnntnhut;on ‘
torefums!atloneffnrtsinthecountryhasal-

readycovered an estimated 48,000 hectares,

. " The DENR edrlier ordered the cessa-

tiun of allsmafl-scale mining operations, .

_ effectlvely halting 60 percent of gold
' productlon in the country.

Environment Secretary Regina Paz Lopez

" said thatall small-scale mining activities
" operating outside the so-calied Mlnahang ,

Bayan areil!egal in nature and should stop
Immediately or face the full force ofthe law,

To date, the DENR has yet to announce the
. numberof small-scale mining operations that
© havé been shut down.

Ml small-scale mining activities areﬂlegal X

underthe DENRS revised implementing rules
~and mgulaﬁons (IRR) of Republic ActNo.

7076, or the Small-Scale Mining Actof 1991.

The DENR issued the revised IRR of the

. Small-Scale Mining Act of 1997 in Aprilfast
_ year, Under Department Administrative Or-

it

.der03-2015, the tevised IRR institutional-
Izedand lmplem_ented reforms in the Phil-

ippine mining sector, and provides policies

-and guidelines 10 ensure environmental

protection and responsible mining in the

-utilization of mineral resources ~ Including |
the declaration of a Minahang Bayan.

AMinahang Bayan centralizes processing

of minerals wnhmazone where thegovern-
ment will be able to monitor gold production .

by small-scale miners better.
The major features of the revised IRR

include provisions on additional areas that

;may he declaredg;s”Minahang Bayan,”
- confinement of engineered mineral
. ;processing activities with tailings disposal

system within mineral processing zones,
and the |mposmon of a Programmatic
Environmental lmpact Assessment cover-

~ ing each Minahang Bayan. -

Atpresent.theream only three existing

i ‘Minahang Bayan hationwide with 10newap-
_ ipllcatmnspendlngforappmvalhymeMGB

- There are about 300,000 to 400,000

small-scale minérs operating in 40
‘mineral-rich provinces nationwide,

majority of which operates outside the

‘Minahang Bayan,

Offidals of the DENRand MaB suspect
small-scale miners aresellmg thelr gold

-+ produce to the black market to avold paying

taxes to the govemment, which resultedin

‘asteep drop in annual gold purchases by the

Bangko Sentral ng Pillpinas (BSP) since 2011.
JAMES KONSTANTIN GALVEZ
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ILLEGAL MINERS HAHABULIN

NG OMBUDSMAN

SUPORTADO ng
Chamber of Mines of
the Philippines (COMP):
ang hakbang ng Office
of the Ombudsmsn na
habulin ang mga lllgal
na nagmimina sa bansa.i

Ayon kay Atty. Ro-
naldo Recidoro, vice!
president for legal \andi
policy ng COMP, mata-;
gal na nilang isinusulong’
ang mahigpit na panun-:
.tunan sa usapin ng pag-'
mimina para ' Imasugpo’
ang illegal mining.

- Aniya, ang ‘iligal na!

operasyon sa minahan ay

walang kontribusyon sa
ekonomiya dahil hindi ito
nagbabayad ng buwis.

Naupa rito,  ini-
hayag, ni Environmen-
tal Oﬁibudsman Gerard
Moaquem na . sentro
ngayon -
kampanya ang iligal na
nagmimina, iligal na
pagtotroso at iligal na
pangihgisda.

Nauna nang ipinasara
ng Ombudsman ang mga

illegal dumpsite o basura- .

han para hindi makaapek-
to sa inga komunidad.

“It is not enough that

ng kanilang -

we are legal. We must
pnmanly be: responsible
miners. The Chamber has
always called for stricter
measu\res in going against

illegal'miners as there are

the oniés who do not con-
tribute to the economy of
the coubtry and do the
most damage to the envi-
ronment,” ani Recidoro,

Sinabi ni Edviron-

mental - Ombudsman
Mosquera na’ makikipag-
koordiriasyon sila sa De-
partment of Environment
and Natural: - Resources
(DENR) pa.ra papanagu-

tin aﬁg._mga illegal miner.

Ani’ Recidoro, ang

kanilang mga miyembro
ay sakop ng mahigpit na
polisiya’ para sa respon-
sableng * pagmimina at
pangangalaga sa komuni-
dad salig sa isinasaad ng
Mining Act of 1995.

Iginiit naman ni
Ombudsman  Conchita
Carpio-Morales “ang
pagtugen ng gobyemo
sa nasisirang kalikasan
sa pamamagitan ng pag-
tulong at. pakikiisa ng
bawat indibidwal.

MONCHET LARANO

[—— A 1 .
IWER HALF

OFFICE NEWS CLIPPINGS
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Policy on downstream mining.
industries due by year’send

..'[l

AN OFFICIAL recommenda-
tion on the feasibility of setting
ap downstream ore processing
facilities in the Philippines will
be drawn up by the end of the
wear, according to the chief of the
Mines and Geosciences Bureau

(VMGB).

“We have held initial meet-
ings... before the end of the year, -

ave promise to have a recom-
maendation on how we should
proceed,” said MGB Concurrent
Director Mario Luis J. Jacinto,
speaking to reporters.

. The MGR is consulting indus-
try stakeholders and other agen-
«cies to consider the country’s sus-
-jggmable level of ore volume and

its competitiven'ess._in the context
of ASEAN integration.

Mr. Jacinto, who is also an un-
dersecretary of the Environment
department, noted that local
processing of ore adds value to
the Philippine mining industry’s
output. “The question is what
are the requirements to put itin
place,” 'he added.

One of the agenmes involvedin

‘the drafting of the recpmmenda—

tion is the Department of Trade
and Industry (DTD).

The DTI, which is also prepar-
ing the six -year ] Philippine Devel-

road map for copper and is in the
process of completing road maps

for gold and nickel as well as'a
long-term plan foriron. ‘

Earher, House Speaker Pan-
taleon D. Alvarez said that a b111
requiring mining firms to pro-
céss or semi-process their ores
before these commodities can
be exported will be a priority for
the government.

Sen. Paolo Benigno A. Aquino
filed a bill seeking to halt the ex-
port of unprocessed mineral ores,
as a way to attract more nwest-
ment and generate more mcome
for the extractwe industries. .

* opment Plan,Has cbmpleted the 'about‘l _]-

imposed:
in 2014. Top mckel 1mp0rter

AN OFFICIAL recommendation
. on the feasibility of settinglup
++ -downstream ore processiiig
facilities in the Phillppines will be

_drawn up by the end of the year.

China turned to the Phlllppmes
to meet its demand. '

The MGB reported that during
the first half of 2016, the total val-
ue of metal mine production fell
13.59% year-on-year to P48.25
billion due to the suspension of'
some mining operations and slug-
gish metal prices.

So far, the Env1ronment De-
partment has suspended 10 metal
mines and recommended 20 oth-
ers for suspension after a nation-
wide audit that aimed to weed out
miners with poor environmental,

management practices. |, -
* The suspended minesmade ip

t'..

"“55.5% of the country’s total nickel

output last year, — Janina C. Lim
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Mines and Geosmences Bureau
(MGB) wanits to seé if the Phlhpplnes
has enough’ mmeral resources to
go downstream, a factor that would

be largely. consndered as the: agency
drafts policy recommendatlons that

would possnbly push for the develop-

'ment of more.mineral processmg

plants in the eountry” . :. .

Senator Cynthia Villar earher said .
‘that more mineral processing plants -

should be. bullt in the Phlhppmes S0
that mmers could extract more value
from the country's natural resources

at the same t1me generate more :

jobs.
But accordmg to MGB Dlrector
Mario Luis Jacinto, this move: to
develop the metalsiand mining- down-
stream industry should be backed by
policy recommendations and a cIear
framework. R

"Before the end of the year, we
promise 'to have a recommendatlon
on how we should proceed with it. At
least we' should he ‘able to ¢ome up
with a framéwork.or a roadmap on
how to proeeed w:th it," J acmto said
in an interview. .

"We will: consohdate stud:es and

‘ then slowly comé up with-our pohcy
. ~recommendatlon he added.

d that while developlng

questlon isiif the cduntry has enough
~volume to sustam it. :

He said that MGB is now consult—
ing with all stakeholders of the indus-
try as well as with other government
agencies for the said move, :

Mercedita Sombilla, National
Economie and Development Author-
ity (NEDA) Director of Agriculture,
Natural Resources, and Environment
Staff, earlier said that a government-
led roadmap is indeed needed to see
if more mineral processmg plants

should really be built in order for the
mining sactar to rirnve ite evistence

in the country o i

e L

OYNTHIA VII.I.AR g

1
i
Accordmg to. her,,despxte the sefc-
tor's econoniic potenual miningfin-
dustry's contrlbutlon to the Phlllpppe
economy remamed very low. 5?1
One pos51ble redson for the sec-
tor’s failure was its: inability to gdd
value to thelr products ;

. "We also. Jhave low number of p ro-
cessmgplants We currentlyhave our
now — two gold proeessmg plants gnd
two mckei processing plants,” Som-
billa said. "On the economic front, ithe-
challenge here is the limited value—
addition of minerals.”

She also said the development:of ‘
more processmg plants will eventu—
ally make the mlmng sector's growth
more mc]uswe because they will; cre—
ate more jobs. ; i

"We really need a roadmap. It is
really necessary because as of now, it
is not yet clear and there's no dlree-
tion. What is clear on my part is that
the total closure of mining sector will
have a clear impact on gross donies—
tic product [GDP]. That is one of the

risk factors," Sombllla sald before
(MR _
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HUOYT PEVELIV

‘Phl lacks dioxin monitors for mclneréitors

By RHODINA VILLANUEVA

An env1ronmenta1 scientist
warned that the country lacks
_capability to monitor dioxin
releases from incinerators.

Jorge Emmanuel said that
“the Philippines is not in a po-
sition to continuously, not even
routinely, monitor dioxins,”
which are some of the most toxic
chemicals known to science.

A balik-scieritist from the US
and now adjunct professor at
Silliman University, Emman-
uel said national government
agencies (NGAs) such as. the
Departments of Environment
and Natural Resources, Health
and Science and Technology
do not have laboratories that
can detect dioXins, requiring «.
samples to be sent abroad to.

undergo expensive tests.
“Pollution control devices

to scrub and filter out dioxins

from the exhaust gases are

‘very expensive and costly to

operate. To cut down on costs,

some vendors may under-

design or underutilize or even
eliminate pollution ¢ontrol
devices,” Emmanuel said at a
recent forum in Quezon City
organized by Stop WIE (waste
to energy) Coalition.

He said it is essential to test
for dioxins to independently

validate the claims of vendors

or manufacturers.

I.% e NGAs are mcapable
of iidependently validating
teahnology vendor daims and

monitoring dioxin emissions,:

the same is true with local gov:

ernment units (LGUs), many,

of which do not even have
approved 10-year solid waste
management plans and materi-
als recovery facilities as required
by law, lie noted.

Dioxins, bypmducts of waste:
combustion, are toxic at ex-
tremely small concentrations,.
clog up the food chain, stay iny
the environment for a long time,
and can travel long distances
from the source of emission.

“Dioxins are toxic at very,
low levels and are known
to cause cancers, specifical-
ly chronic lymphocytic leu-
kemia, soft tissue sarcoma,

: non-Hodgkm 8 lymphoma,'
prostate cancer, as-well as’
cancers of the lungs, larynx:
and trachea,” Emmanuel said. -

Dioxins also cause bl,rth
‘defects, alter the reproductive’
s stems of fetuses, impact

e IQ of children, suppress

'the immune systerri, decrease
fertility, cause ovarian dys-
function, and reduce the size
of male genitalia. '

“They are highly persistentin
the environment, so any dioxifis
produced today will remain for
up to 150 years if on top of the

.s0il, more than 500 years if in
bodies of water, and up to 1,000
years if the dioxins are covered .
by a few centimeters of 5Q11 sur-

- face,” Emmanuel said. '
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it might seem surprising to
find the world’s chemical com-
panies on the front lines of pre-

to disrupt their own industries.
But in a sweeping accord
reached on Saturday in Kigali,
Rwanda, companies including
Honeywell and DuPont were
among the most active backers
of a move away from a profit-
able chemical that has long
been the foundation for the
fast-growing air-conditioning
and refrigeration business.

. The companies were driven
less by idealism than by intense
; competition, and abet that they
[ could create more environmen-
tally friendly alternatives.

' | say the,aggressive move away
.from hydrofluorocarbons, or
' HFCs, provides a template for
other industries to follow.
“They learned that with-
“out a rule change, their new
“products couldn’t compete,”
said David Doniger, 'director
_of the Climate and Clean Air
Program at the Natural Re-
sources Defense Council, based
in Washington. “They woke up
- and said, ‘The science is real.”
. “We wanted them restrict-
'ed for purely environmen-
“tal reasons. The companies
~wanted them restricted for

ing profit, Doniger said. “But
the point is that they had a
certain common interest with
the international community.”

The chemical industry’s
response stands in stark con-

in many cases the outright
obstruction of climate regula-
 tions, by the big oil companies.
_ Enron, Chevron and others
have been criticized for lobby-
ing against rules to curb green-
.house gases for decades, even
“though their own researchers
have warned of the risks of

venting climate change, fighting

Still, some environmentalists

|- many other reasons,” includ-

. trast to the foot-dragging, and -

Chemical companies help
‘to improve air quality

And there are concerns that

many: producers in countries
will not profit as quickly, consoki-

dating the power of the world’s
biggest companies, Much of the
resistance to the agreement came
from China and India, which
feared that some of their chemi-
cal manufacturers would be
shutout, or that their consumers
would face higher prices.
“Although we welcome, the
outcome and there is li]_frogre'ss,_
it's being dictated by the indus-
try,” said Paula Tejon Carbajal,

the global business strategist for.

Greenpeace in Amsterdam. =
The Kigali deal is the latest

- chapterin whathasbeenat times

an environmentally disastrous.

role played by the air-conditiori-

. ing and refrigeration industry. -

For-decades, a class of
chemicals called chiorofluoro-

carbons; .or CFCs, were used

widely in air-conditioners

and refrigerators, as well as
in aerosol sprays and cleaning
products. But scientists warned
that CFCs deplete the ozone
layer, which protects the earth,
from the sun’s ultraviolet rays.
Chemical companies first re-
sisted, saying that alternatives
were not economically viable.
“They were awful, just like the
coal industry,” Doninger said.
But consurmner concern about
the chemicals led to slumping
sales, and a handful of countries
banned CFCs. In 1987, the Mon-
treal Protocol agreement was
created to completely phase out
those chemicals. - o
The alternatives available
at the time, HFCs, were green-
house-gases with 1,000 times
the heat-trapping potency; of
carbon dioxide. Concerns over
those chemicals spurred cam-
paigns by énvironmentalists to
phase out HFCs as well. o
This time, chemical pro-
ducers raced to get ahead of
any new round of regulations..
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Villar alarmed by compromise

deal on Manila Bay reclamation

Sen. Cynthia Villar has expressed
alarm over the reported compro-
mise agreement between Cyberbay
Corp. and the government on a
reclamation project involving a .
protected area along Manila Bay.
Cyberbay earlier reported its whol-
ly-owned subsidiary, Central Bay
Reclamation and Development
Corp., has entered into a compro-

mise agreement with the Philip- -

pine Reclamation Authority (PRA)
which includes the transfer of a
portion of PRA’s reclaimed land to
Central Bay’s “qualified assignee.”
In a letter to PRA general manager
Peter Anthony Abaya, Villar said
she is “deeply alarmed with this
development considering, among

others, that the joint venture agree-
ment between PRA and Cyberbay
Corp. was already nullified by
the Supreme Court, and that the

transfer may have included and/
ormay adversely affect the survival
of the Las Pifias-Parafiaque Critical
Habitat and Ecotourism Area (LP--

PCHEA).” :

“How can you give away a
protected: area for a reclamation
project? We are mandated by do-
mestic laws as well as international
convention to protect this critical
habitat,” Villar pointed out.

The chairperson of the Senate

committee on environment and -

natural resources also asked Abaya

to furnish her a copy of the com- -

promise agreement PRA entered
into with Cyberbay and/or its
subsidiary..

“As the transfer is clearly a mat-
ter of publi¢interest, there is a need
for the public to know the propriety
and legal basis of the transfer of a
government-owned property to a
private entity in order to address
apprehensions that the transfer is
against public interest and grossly
disadvantageous to the govern-
ment,” Villar said. o

- LPPCHEA is a protected area by

virtue of Presidential Proclamation -

1412, series of 2007. It was recog-
nized as a Wgﬂand of International
Importance by the Ramsar Con-
vention.
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~ Compromise pact on Manila Bay

TTSERTIRLT Gy

reclamation proje

alafm over the réported compro-

miseagreementbetween Cyberbay
Corp. and the government on areclama-
tion project involving a protected area
(PA}) along ManilaBay. = .

In a newspaper report, Cyberbay said
its wholly owned subsidiary, the Central
Bay Reclamation and Development Corp.,
has enteredinto a compromise agreement
with the Philippine Reclamation Author-
ity (PRA), and the settlement includes the
transfer of a portion of PRA’s reclaimed

LIS

land to Central Bay’s “qualified assignee.”

S EN. Cynthia A. Viliar expressed

In a two-page letter dated October 18 -

addressed to PRA General Manager Peter
Anthony Abaya, Villar said she is “deeply
alarmed with this development, consider-
ing, among others, that the joint-venture
agreement between PRA and Cyberbay
Corp.wasalreadynullifiedbythe Supreme
Court, as the nev';s article itself says, and
that the transfer may have included and/
or may adversely affect the survival of the
Las Pifias-Parafiaque Critical Habitat and
Ecotourism Area [LPPCHEA].”

“How can you give away a protected
area for a reclamation project? We are
mandated by domestic laws, as well as
international convention to protect this
critical habitat,” Villar pointed out.

T ——
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ct‘ alarms Villar

- Thechairman of the Setiate Committee
on Envirbnment and Natfﬁ_ral Resources
alsoasked Abayatofurnishhera copyofthe
compromise agreement PRA entered into
thj:_Gyberbay Corp.and/orits subsidiary.

As the transfer is clearly a matter of
I?ublic interest, thereisa need for the pub-
lic.to know the Propriety and legal basis
of the transfer of a government-owned
property to a private entity in order to

_ 'address apprehensions that the transfer
s against public interest and grossly dis- " |
advantageous to the government,” Villar
further said in the letter. LPPCHEA is a
PA by virtue of Presidentia] Proclama-
tion 1412, Series of 2007 It was rec-
ogrized as'a Wetland of International
_Ifnportar;ce bytheRamsar Convention,
~+_Dubbed as Metro Manila’s last coastal
frontier, LPPCHEA shelters, 3 36-hectare
mangrove foregt, which is thfe_'- i:hickest and
most ‘diverse mangrove forest along the
Manila Bay area and serves as a significant
spawningground, nursery, feedingand tem-
porary shelter of different fish species and
other forms of wildlife, as well as protects
thgcpmmunitiesofLasPiﬁasaﬁdParaﬁaque
cities against storm surges and high tides.
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'L|V|hg ahd Iovmg
green at RWM

RESORTS World Manila's (RWM) employees
are walkmg the environmental talk through the
company's Live and Love Green program, ‘which
has already helped recover over I1 tons of recyclable
materials for 2016. Now on its third year, RWM has .
collected over 65 tons of recyclables, such as cartons,
“used paper, alummum tans, PET bottles, tarpaulms
and old tires.
The collected recyclab]es whlch would otherwise
) have just been discarded in a landfill, are donated -
' - tothe Tzu Chi Foundation Philippines. There, the
_materials are processed and made into useful items,
such as shirts and blankets to be used in disaster '
reliéfdrives. = - - S
‘“RWMisan env:ronmentally sustainable - -
organization that values the importance of
conserving ‘resources, preserving nature for the
next generations and reaching out to victims of -
calamities™ says Owen Cammayo, RWM directorfor
corporate commumcatlons
. "We recogmze that true corporate envu'onmental
advocacy can only be achieved with an interested
and involved workforce. Through programs like Live
and Love Green, we are able to hielp instill genuine -
advocacy in our employees by encouraging them to be
eco-aware, both at work and at home.” : -
Apart from its recycling day efforts, RWM also
recently participated in eco-awareness  activities
at the La Mesa Nature Reserve in Quezon Cityin - -
cooperation with ABS-CBN Lingkod Kapamilya
Foundatlon lnc S Bantay Kalxkasan program.

. .
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Officials of Rex Group
of Companies includ-
ing its flagship Rex
Book Store Inc., one of-
the country’s leadmg
educational publish
ing outfits, along with
“officials from solar
power energy provider
Greenheat Corp.
recently switched on.
the 178.5-kilowatt peak’
solar rooftop during
launching ceremonies
at its offices in Quezon-
City. Rex Printing is the.
first printing company
te utilize solar energy
forits pperations

.
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El Nido Resorts’ eco
discovery resort,
Miniloc Island gath-

ers together yoing’
adventurous camp- |
ers 11-16 years old to |

‘participate in the ‘BE
GREEN Youth Camp,’
now con Its second
year. The camp fo-
cuses on discovering
the island’s wildlife
while leading the
campers in gaining a
deeper understand-
ing of one’s role in
the protection and
preservation of the
environment.
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PH:-complies! W|th
Montreal Protocol

ABE%INEB ISI!RAFLO}J!G'
peiic Philippines has

.ment to protect the
ozone, layer, Department. of
Envircnment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) said:!™ 9’

' Thé Philippines has so far

been sucécessful in complymg-

with_ the agreement havmg
phased out all ODS [use of
0zONe- depletmg substances]
except for, hydroﬂuorocarbpns
[HFCs], in,2010," DENR Un-
dersecretary for Legal Services
and Attached Agencles ‘Analiza
Rebuielta Teh said. .+ ~. 1!

Called Montreal Protocol,
the’ agreement was finalized in
1987 and legally enforces the

phase—out of the productlon dnd:

ODS or chemmals often used in
refngeratlon air- condmonmg,
foammanuﬁactunng, aerosol pro-
duction, and fire extmgulshmg

Teh who is the, national‘co—
the countzy also began’ reducmg
the productlon and use'of HFCs
by 10 percent last year until 'the
total ban of the last remammg
oD§ by '2040. o

The Phlltppmes SIgned the
Montreal Protocolon Sub stanc—

. —— JR S

5 ,cognphed v{nth a29-
Jyeal"'f)ld global agree- |

es thatDeplete the'Qzone Layer -

on Sept. 14y 1988 and ratified it
on March 21 1991

Asa party to one of the most
successful and ef.fectlve enwron—
mental treaties ever, the country
agreed to the gradual_phase -out
of ODS, particularly chiorofluoro-
carbons (CFCs) andhydrochloro-
ﬂuorocarbOns (HCFCs).

- The Ph]hppmes imposed a

ban on the unportatlon of CFCs

and HCFCS'in 2010 and 2013,

respectively. |

In 1994, the Phlhppme Ozone |

Desk (POD) was created to
fac1htate andlcqordmate 0DS

phase-out projects and policies .

for the overall impiementation
of the country's obligations un-
der the Montreal Protocol. The

PODis undler the Enwronmen—
tal Management Bureau anat- °

tached agency of the DENR.
Since ODS are not produced

in the Philippines, the focus of .

its regulation wag on the import,

processing,sale, and disposal of

such chemieals: -
Over the years, the govern-

ment has developed implement- -

ed, and updated pohcxes and
regulanonstoreglﬂate restrictor

prohibit the nnportatxon manut-
facture, processmg, sale distribu-
 tion, use and. dlsposal of ODS.

R S e —
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“ The olf
i courtesy of newsx.eom

' KIGALL Rwanda’ (AFP)_ Hioria
| envays reached an agreement ona
timetable for the phase-out of«potent

greenhouse gases’ used mrefrlggie"r"ators

and air conditioners, a' major: step in
curbing global warming. .
' The amendment m,the 1687 Mon-
treal Protocol on protectmg the.ozone
layer was greeted by applause from :
exhausted envoys who*had® worked
through the night in the Rwandan

capital Kigali to put the” ﬁnal—touehes

| on the deal tophase out produchon and *

consumption of hydroﬂuorocarbons
(HFCs). 7

* “aist year in: Pans, Wi 'ro'mlsed i
m@he ‘worst. {
effects of climate change "Today, we:

to keep the world safe

=arefollov.r.rmgthrough ori that promise;

e b

.EnkSolhelm S

Nations agree on
of super gree

‘said UN Env:ronment Prograin clnef

. © The US Envn'onmental Protecnon
j ‘Agency Sald, ‘this dayw:llunquesuon-
i ablybe rememhered asione ofthe most

;e‘ut.

al warmi

planetwe have.”

" “Lagt year’s Paris chmate agree-
‘ment ; anned to keep global ‘warming
, below two degrees Ceélsius (3. 6 Fahr-
1 enheit), compared with pre-mdustnal
’li levels :

nirhe:! ehmmatlon of HFCs could re-
a duce: global warming by 0.5 degrees by

2100 -according to a 2015 study by-the
l Instrtute for Governance and Sustam
¥ able Development ;L ”3?,35 5
_ Tough negotiations, ¢ at Lhw{ tallirs -

“5 3 atteqded by representatwes of'nearly
1 s.-‘200 countries includingUS Secretary ‘

“of Staté John Kerry—tad’ seeil tiajor
developmg nations suchi as Indla put
uf)’ alﬁght over the timeline to phase

_,1 i out th use of HFCs and the ﬁnancmg

oftheau'ansmon .
+*Could be costly

‘r;

§ J;r

i If ‘Under a timetable r»leased onthe

1

webslte of the Montreal Protocol rich
Iwﬂl have to take actrhn sooner ‘than

Lo ﬂexlblelﬁ'om ohe side and not from the Al

L o other”ul"l . .

nnportant in our effort to save the one e
1

T iii:i] - i
,poorer natrons SR

HFCs vgere introduced in the 1990s’ l
to replace! ‘chemicals that had, been_g
_ found to erode the ozone layer, but
‘turned out to be catastrophic for global
warmmg m '

However, swappmg HFCs for al
ternatrves, ‘such as.ammonia, water or-,, A

- gases-calied: hydroﬂuorooleﬁns could ¥
* prove costly for developing countries.:

with sweltering summer temperaturesa

such as Indla Bl
“There are issues of cost, there are ! *

1ssues of! technology, there are issues

i of finances,” said Ajay Narayan Jha ;

of India’s environment and chmate
change iministry before the deal was 1
. announced. ~
“We‘would like to emphasize that L
Lany agreement will have to be flexible" g
from allf'sldes concerned. It can’t be .

; HFCs predecessors, chloroﬂuo- ;
; rocarbons (CFCs), were dlseontmued 5
under:the Montreal Protocol when
screntlstSreahzed they were dest:roymg,
the ozofie layer. : by
Thrs blanket of gas in the upper i
stratosphere protects Earth from; the ‘1
Sun's dangerous ultraviolet rays. .- ‘.
Butiit emerged that HFCs, whlle
safe’ for 4he now-healing ozone,* are-
thousands of times worse for trapping
heat than carbon dioxide, the mam_
greenhouse gas. ;.x-r -
' Legally binding agreement %‘;:"
Aecordm g to the Berkeley Natxonal
Laboratory, air conditioning is the cause ’
of thé largest growth in HFCs —and the
worlcl is likely to have another 700 mll-
Yon aii: eondmoners by 2030. o

HFCs though they are greenﬂouse i
gases hke carbon dioxide, methane
mtrous gxide —are not dealt with under
the Pans Agreement but under*th

T e

Montreal Protocol
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\R1ch countrles conﬁdent of

meet1ng chmate ﬁnance pledge

Rlch countrles whlch have pled ged
$100 bllhon (€91 billion) everyyear from"

- 2020 for poor countnes to deal with

climate change said they were! “confi-
dent” of meeting the target. ‘.‘ '
Pledges made in 2015 alone would
boost. pubhc ﬁnance from $41 billion in
2013-14 to $67. bllhon in 2020 they saidina
report entitled “Roadmap to $100 billion’™.
This was_based on caleulations of
the Organization for Economic Coop-
eration andDevelopment (OECD), and
relate.to funds from gove’rnments and
multinationial development hanks not
private confributions. =
It should be considered a conserva-
tive, md1cat1ve aggregation of ‘public cli-
mate ﬁnance levels in 2020, rather thana
firm predlctlon,” the countries said.
The report, sngned by 38 developed

.nation$ and the European Commission,

was relegsed in Marrakesh ata ‘meeting
to prepare for the annual round of UN

- climate talks to be hosted by. Morocco
" in November. ¢ 4

Lastyear sround, mFrance, yielded

the so-called Paris Agreement to curb °
global Warmmg to under two degrees

Celsms=f(3 6 degrees Fahrenhelt) over
pre—Industmal Revolunon levels.
The, $100 billion pledge was made at
ﬂlezmsta]ksmCopenhagen, whereitwas
amajor stlclnng point iti negonahons
The hard-fought Pans Agreement,
 seeks to limit climaté change by curb-.

| ing planet-warming gases emitted by

mankind’s burnmg of coal 011 and gas
for energy and heatmg L

The dollar amount was ﬁnally not
enshrmed in the bmdmg agreement
itself, but'in an attached non-binding
“de01s1on”t document, whlch commlt—

ted developed countmes to “set anew
collective quantified goal from a floor
of $100 billion per year” - meamng it
can only go up. .

. “We.are. conhdent we w111 meet
the $100 ‘billion goal from a Yanety of
sources, and reaffirm our commitment
to domg S0... » the countries said.

The sourcing of the money rhiadbeen
one of the.main points of contentlon
with' poor | nations insisting’ ‘most of it
should come from governments rather
than loans, companies, multilateral
agencies 0 or development aid.

The money is meant to ease the
shift from cheap and abundant coal to
renewable energy sources, and for shor-
ing up defenses against chmate change
impacts such as freak storms, drought
and sea—level nse

In’the"‘Rnadmap” the dbnor coun-
tries: commltted themselves to “use
publie finance and policy mterventions to
effectlvely mobilize private ﬁnance

Observers -welcomed t.he report but
sald there: was still a need for donors to
show exactly how they will make up the
remaining d1fference .

“We know that the national chmate
-plans in the Pans Agreement will take
trillions of dollars to nnplement " said
Alison Do1g, climate change ‘adviser for
Christian; A1d which defends the mter-
ests of climate change victims.

“The public finance outlined today
will help, but is not enough.””

Meanwhlle EU environment minis-
fers Jaunched talks in Luxembourg on-
how to divide among the 28 member
states the overall target of cutting
greenhouse. gases by 2030 in ling w1th
the Parls deal o
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avao fishers taught
marine cqnser‘vationg%f

By F. Peél"l A. Gajunéra e . " Tirso Avila,‘chairmin of the Tibungeo Fish- -
) o -erfolks Association, said that after. the fisher-
DAVAO CITY——-Fisherfo}k here will be folk were organized it became easier for them

trained in arine ;emfironme'ntal protection to make 8 living, improve and gain more knowl-
in observance of the 53rd Fish Conservation ' edge of fishing techniqués, gain support from
Week from October 17-28, 7 wy . concetned agencies and most importantly at-
The trainees will be tatght consgrvation and _ tainZsecurity, in the coast’ | communities With
fishery laws{o protect fi:t;éit"sburée of liveli- - .tﬁe-}qiscbhtiﬁuation'of dynamite fishing.

v

hood andjmpf_dvé their income. " . ! - "#Fish yields in the p'efstudeclined because .
Mary ‘Moratin, head oif-the_;_Dav;ib City Agti- . off-’dynami'te fishing and:enforcing the explo-
culture Office’s Fishery RespgrcE'M,aﬂagement" sives ban has placed ourlives and our fami-
Services Division, said: the’ 36,000 members l;és in-danger because, of threats,” said the
of the Federation of Fi’shcrfolks;'%ssociations 63-year-old Avila. . :

of Davao City from 24 coastal villages willbe . He thanked the cit)'r] government for its
instilled with a !‘sense of voluntéerism among belp and the nationalifgovernment for giv-
fisherfolks and develop them as potential part- ing them “fishing boats. Members of his
ners in ';hésip)plementaﬁi@nﬁf cogstal environ- group have volunteered to be sea watchers
ment conservation programs.”- : ‘o “Bantay Laot” °

e
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7 - BAVAQ GITY. - The Departentief.. *
. -.éE:ngi,rpn'mer')tand Natural Re§ouirces -
;‘(DE.NR);LSrgianriing to plant ongys

. iillon;barpboo trees in the next |
. iSixyearsto mitigate the effegiR,. .,
“Rfoimate phange and plovide, ;.
_',a:gléjéﬁhpo‘d 0 poor jamilieeg,agz‘roﬁ "
1 #ie col M. 1n an interview during.
© NG Envifopmiental forum at'ithe® -
* fitene 08 Davad Universityldn™ <
HTesday/Henry ‘. Adoratio/DENR'S . -
* . ¥ thiefiforEcosystems Research:and
- .t Development Bureau (ERDB), said
£ hat itwas the first ime that the '}
'+ department launched a massive -
. “juplanging of bamboos s pALOLNE
~p8 J‘pgy;ﬁ'jN,qﬂonal_lqrquin_g'F;rggr:gm
C ién??sﬁ said bamboo wag e, )
; 'q}* mes ig)e er in the seqqes't ationof
| laicifiodronde n the almoshiers
d fhah'thé forest trees. He added
kG RELHAGY were planning to plant the
- bambdes within the 143 efitical
(wateyshed areas spanning’acioss
. »#900;000 hectares to addréss.the:
1 irrlopmingywater, crisis in orie.year.y
iy (Antenjo ColinalV) - ' RSTRVRE TS
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; woman leader it

_ gSaImoro; Minda Dalinan f;the Ka-
hugpuréh&%g.L ngmgaLumad saHala : ongHabagatang

N Nenlta Conde ‘h&gﬁgalabukan '
Ten. —d
eaders are among elparticipants

Pagpapasya at akat rungang Ka-
ho motored to Mamla &mcross the
nce the alleged co u%{ﬁ?mlhtanza—

e ongomgpeace Btfortsoft he Duterte

troops\ underB A i 1hm continue to
communities,’ ty 1188 Rep Sarah
r s _bnefmg at the

%" 'd- #ui se conver-
: mmhas also af-
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Du3o should stand firm on land conversion

am no fan of President Duterte. I did not
vote for him. Before the election, I was
already turned off by his cussing during
rallies and sorties, careless and foul re-
marks on woinen, and lack of concrete pro-
grams to address the economic.and ‘sl‘ocial
‘issues of Philippine society, save for crime
and illegal drugs. ST
T became more displeased after his inau-
guration. Contrary to his promise to meta-
morphose -once he is installed as the 16th
president of the Philippines, he continues

to use profane and offensive language di-

rected at local and international institu-
tions and individuals. One day he makes a
derogatory remark; the next day he or an
aide either apologizes or saysit'sa jokel

+..The P.resident seems oblivioE‘J.s to contra-. .
phaag Neegmhrd T LR LT ST R

dicting pjmselt. He 5as one. {ing but does .

i oligarchy

another. He maintains he 1s agains
and corruption, yet he favors ‘the Marcos

. family by consenting to Ferdinand Marcos'
burial at the Libingan ng mga Bayani despite .
the latter's record of massive human rights
abuses and corruption during martial law.
He claims that he is onthe side of the weak -
and the oppressed, yet his-administration’s

war on drugs has resulted in the killing most-
ly of poor people without due process, while,
the drug lords are largely left untouched.

His administration certified transparency,
with the issuince’of an exelfitive order on
freedom of information, yet the request in

* August of the Philippine Center for Investiga-

GEMMA RITARIMARIN

tive ]oumaiism and the Free Legal Assistance

Group for data on the war on drugs from the'

interior and justice departments hasyettobe
acted on. Finally, he says he respects women,
‘yet he catcalled a fernale reporter -in one
, press corlference and unleashed personal, vi-
" cious attacks on a female senator. -
. 1 can acknowledge some positive moves
" of the President in his first months of office,
such as his simple lifestyle and his directives

'toreturn the coconut levy funds o the farm-
ers and to disallow demolition of informal-

settler communities without relocation.

“IRidst significant for me § tHié Moratori-

um on land % onversion LAS¢ Sepieftiber, the
Presidential Agrarian Reform Coungil head-
ed by Mr. Duterte hirhself approved a reso-
ufion fo impose a 2-yéar moratorium on
land use conversion, mindful of the state
policy to preserve agricultural lands for food
security. The Department of Agrarian Re-
form then drafted an EO.to stop the “pro-

" cessing and approval of applications for all

‘Jand-use conversion of agricultural lands for

nonagricultural use.” The approval of this.

EQ would indeed be a milestpne for adyvo-

cates of the proposed NationalLand Use Act.
A national land use policy will harmonize

conflicting claims ‘emanating from' previous

land‘lalws passed, as it provides the frameﬁork
on the appropriate use of land in a given'area.

‘But the continuing absence of guidelines has
" allowed irrational and uncoordinated use of

Jand, many times resulting in conversion. Rice
Jands are reclassified for residential or agro-in-
dustrial use. Food production areas in low-
lands and ancestral lands are declared as min-
ing sites. Housing projects or mall§ are built or
preinfer agricultural lands. These develop-
ments have not only threatened our food secu

ity but also claimed lives and properties, par

ﬁcﬁlarly of the poor and marginalized groups.
As expected, this proposed policy o

Jand conversion has drawn opposition from

business groups who claim that it could se
back .national development. They. argu
that preventing the conversion of idle land
miy hamper _'indhstrial’i"z‘éti’c‘:iij"é} the cre
atidty of econbmic zones for indugtries, a
ce:li_eration of infrastructure projects, an
decongestion of urban areas. But land us
advocates recognize the potential of usir
certain portioris of land for industrial pu
poses. Thus, the bill repeatedly filed inpa

Congresses proposes the nonconversic

and protection of prime agricultural land:

" Having observed the President’s unpx
dictable ways, I hope he stmqs_ﬁm on tl
issué of larid conversion-despite the oppc
ing clamor of highly influential sectors. -

Gemma Rita R. Marin is the exacutive director of John 1.

roll Institute on Church and Social ssues.
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acquisition of lotfor thepropos_ed
rice process'mg center. -

The Ombudsman also found
Billanes, Demegillo, plaza, An-

unwartanted benefits: advantage
or preference to Romeo Suppos-

_ BYREINA CTOLENTING -
: : L edly through manifest partial'\ty
HE Office of the Omqusman 1.138 or evident bad faith because’ his
and techmcal property was allegedly identified dale, Mordeno and Magno ad-
: ‘ ministratively liable for grave

found pbasis tO file graft exty
malversation cases before the Sandi- for acquisition ROt to the.ap ™ rave
‘ ‘. ‘ L praisal of the land. g fmisconduct and conductpre]udh
ganbayan agalnSt MaYOIJOhﬂmafk. Bl,“anes The Ombudsmad further al- cial to the best interest of the set
of Trento town in Agusan del Sur over.a- Jeged in 1S resolution that 1o vice and ordered their dismissal
‘ Pl—m‘ﬂlioﬂ land ‘ordinance was passedbythe,‘Sang- The accused also face cancel
\ guniang'Bayan 1o realign the P1- Jation of eligibility, forfeiture <

leged jrregularities in a
deal bIOkered with his bI_OthE:;I n 2012' miltion fund and the land acqui-
sition was for a different purpose disqualiﬁcation

i fnent in the government service

retirernent benefits and perpetw
from reemplo

ofthe? ,775-squate-me}cer property

Also facing indictment for k-

Jeged graft ate former Vice Mayor Jocated atong the national highway from the original appropriation-

Victoria Plaza: Sangguniang Bayat of Poblacion in Trento. . To facilitate payment, the 5308’ Initsdedision, the Ombudsman

| members Edwin Demegillo, Pedro The Ombudsman's ruling is sub- guniang Bayah allegedly passed a rected theDepartrneht of the Intes

\ordeno and Leona Magno; incur= - jecttoa motion for reconsideration. resolution supposedly t0 borrow andlocal Governmentto implert
] the dismissal order, whichis com’

bent Sanggunians Bayan member - by the Om- Pl million.from the 2012 appro-
Ludy Andale; and the maxgrj,;,  pudsman onWednesday said the priations for the rehabilitation ©
Ket road to finance are no longer in the service.

brother Romeo Bittanes It ownér ‘ - the farm-to-mat
- - . ___,_———’—‘—

"~ abcused officials allegedly gave

‘A statement igsued

=
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‘Lawm now a S

h01sted for th*e

L 1tsfurylaﬁelastmghtoreaﬂyfoday

_isaster officialg. yesterday
warned residents cf ‘Northern_
Luzon, especua]ly in‘ Cagayan
and Isabela’ whe@fsuper— -
phoon ‘Lawin” may maké ‘Whrace

_mrmemmtasxtwasemec'fedmunleash_

SR

within I2 hotirs, and heavy tp w1despread

R ce winds of more. than 220 kph

uper typhoon s1gna1 No. 5

From'amere tropical cyc]one, Lawin

Gntemahonal name “Haima" has inten- .
sxﬁed mto a super typhoon as it mched )

& closer toi the country yesterday, posmg

AAAAAAAA

senous threat to Northem 'd Central

! 77 Lawin's strength reached‘m Kium

M.Sustamed“nnds ofup to225krlometersper

———

ﬁ_r__st tlmer'over 6 areas

hour (kph) and gustiness of up to 315 kph,
prompting the Philippine Atmospheric; -
Geophy:s:cal, and Astronomical Services !
Admnnstratlon (PAGASA) to raise the
‘highestitropical cyclone warning s:gnalﬁ
No. 5 bver Cagayin, Isabela, Kalinga, -
. "Apaya Mlocos Norte, and Northern Abra
Iastmght, the first hme itwas hombedsmce
its mtroduchon in 2015. These areas may

T =

Benguet, Nueva Vizeaya, Qumno and
northemAlmra.Theseareasmayexpen '

damage is rost hkely ence 121-170 kph in 18 hours. "
SlgnalNo 4is hovy1ip. fhe mstofAbra,.“ Areas placed under sngnal No. 2 are

Tocos: S‘m;Mountam ; 8 Batanes s group of islands, Pangasman,rest

Ca]ayan up of islands, T;;eseareasmay of Aurora, Tarlac, Nueva Ecua, northern

expenefi 'ri71 220 kph_o W

SN
.“r‘

- Zanibales, and northern Quegon includ-
"',mg Pohllo Island These areas may
, expenence 61-120 kph w:thm 24 »6
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The restofZambales, Bulacan, Bataan,
.Pampangs, Rizal, rest of Quezon; Cavite,
Laguns; ‘Batangas, Caniarines ‘Norte,
Camarines Sur, Catanduanes, Albay, and
Metro Manila were placed under signal
No. 1. About:30-60 kph ofwindsis expected
Withjn 36 hours- J s
PAGASA weather forecaster Aldczar
Aurelio said Lawin was expected to make
landfall over Cagayan or Tsabela between
11 p.m. Wednesday and 2 a.1m. Thursday.

After its landfall, the eye of Lawin is
d to cross Apayao and Ilocos Norte
enrgutetoChina. . -

, Aureliosaid Lawinisrelativelymoving
fast andis expected over the coastofTlocos
Sur or locos Norte this morning. Itwillbe
outside the couniry’s areaofresponsibility
by Friday afternoon. ... .

At around 4 p.m. Wednesday, Lawin
was located at 275 km east-southeast of
Tuguegarao City, moving west-northwest
at25kph: e

. Govtready .

President Duterte has assured the

government is “peady for everything” in
mitigating the impact of the storm.

Hesaid concerned government agen-
cies have been mobilized to minimize the
Joss oflife and damage to property during
the onslaught of the storm. -

«We are ready for everything, Allis in
place, the mitigation guys, the local and
the national have been alerted,” Duterte
said in a press conference in Beiijing,
China,-a few hours before the expected
“We haveput inplaceall things neces-
sary to mitigate whatever consequences
the cyclone would bring. By that I am
saying fhat it is really the destructions

. that we anticipate and the lives that will

be lost. T hope there would be none but
just the same we canexpect some sort of
a sizonger typhoon this year;” he said.

T T

‘g b-meter storm Surge

_;féGASA-Weathgr&];)jvision’s Marine
Meteorological Services, Section Chief
Rene Paciente warned residents, par-
ticulaly in Northern and Central Luzonto
brace for a “destructive” fyphoon.

. "Wherever it makes landfall, people

should notlet their guards down because
typhoon Lawin is a destructive cyclone

LETIN
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alsobe onalertforpossible storm surge up
to5metersor 16.4feet along the coastlines
of Isabela, northern Aurora, Ilocos Norte,
and Cagayan including Calayan Island.
Undersecretary Ricardo B, Jalad,

National Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management Council NDRRMC) execu-
tive director and Office of CiviljDefense
(OCD) administrator, said in a press brief-
hlgthatRegionalDisasterRiskRQducﬁon
and Management Councils RDRRMCs)
concerned have been advised to under-
take “precautionary measures’ in their
respective areas of responsibility for the
arrival of the super typhoon. 4.

~ Healsoadvised local disaster officials
to initiate pre-emptive evacuationof fami-

lies in low-lying areas and mountainous .

areas if situation warrants. -

Evacuate now .
“Dr.Mahar Lagmay, Project,liOAH ex-
ecutive director, asked nesiden!t'gh‘t“hatvill
be directly affected by Lawin to'evacuite
now in order to escape danger. -

During a press briefing at the
NDRRMC headquarters in Camp Agui-
naldo, Quezon City, Lagmay sgid thet no
amountof government warning given will
be effective if people and communitieswill
not heed their ¢all and make any action.

“Kailangan po umaksyon ang mga
tao at alarnin Kung saan pupunta, sundin
ang mga abiso. Kapag wala poiyan, hindi
po magiging epektibo ang programa ng

gobyerno (Residents should adetriow, find -

out wiiere to evacuate, andfoll'ﬁighdviéés.

If these are not followed, the disaster pre-
paredness program of the government
wortt be effective)” headded.i¥ ¢

* From a diameter of 650 lan last Tues-
-day, Lawitt’s circulation gre\ﬁ_pigger at

%or b

800/km. yesterday afternogn-Lawin’s
damsging wind may aiso cover 155 kms.

EE B
PAGASA's historical storm surge data '

showed thatduring the onslaught of super
typhoon Juah (Megd in 2010, storm Surge
up 16,655 meters occurred in Divilacan,
Isabela, andup fo 4.6 metersin Dinapigue,
Isabela. .- Lo
“Thoge along coastal areas should
already evacuate to higher ground,” Pa-
ciente said. . TR

. Likewise, sea travel is risky over the
eastern seaboard of Southern Luzon and
the.northern and eastern s?‘apoards of

S neanw
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. Mt. Bulusan fexli]
- or phreatic efuption from vents. of its
- southeastern upper slope at around 4:58

Pwork additibially récorded 28 volohnic

[ . By » 3 -

S!eismologjlr =3
~ . In an ad

a.m. which was recorded as an explosion-
type earthquake that lasted for almbst 9
minutes based on the seismie record.

Phivolcs said that visual observation

of the edifice was obscured by thick cloud
cover, but limited observatiohs near the

vent approximated the eruption plume to

Jhayerisen llkilo.mgtgr high that drifted to
fhié’southeast, with traces of ash spotted
in some villages of Bulusan town.

. The volcs no’s seismic monitoring net-

earthquakes in the past 24 hours, sulfur

dioxide emission was measured at an-

average 176! tons a day since October 18
while the precise leveling data showed
that there is a slight inflationary change
of the edifice relative to May 2016 mea-
surement,. ‘ ST
Sorsogox} Proyvincial Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management Office chief
Raden Dimz:iano said that Phivoles al-

fiispews_ ash anews;
extended by 2 km

ready-declared an extendéd permanent
danger zone (PDZ) on southiern side due

- _ to poteritial hazards.

- “South East vents brmg increased
concern: South East pose source of erup-

. tion close ta.populated villages of Mapaso

in Irosin'town and San Roquie in Bulusan.

- "Phivoles declared an exténded danger

zone bh southern slopes; of Bulusan
'Vol¢ani6 stretching 2 kilométers further
downslope ‘of permanent jdanger zone
(PDZ). Barangays Mapaso, San Roque’
and Patag in conjunction with PDZ are
warned against voleanic hazards from
Phreatic eruptions during alert levels 1
and 2,” Dimaano said. -

Meanwhile; the provingial disaster
chief said that as of press tiliie, they are

. : Lt N
.conducting ,al;l,'e,assessmenh_!fqr possible

relocation of affected familiesiinside the
extended danger zone, ‘

“Sa ngayon, 'i-a-assess muna natin
kasi yung hawak nating numero ng
populasyon ay since 2010 pa na galing
NSO. We are also conducting information
dissemination sa mga barangay na apek-
tado para alam na nila yung gagawin in
case lumala yung sitwasyon. Pero most
probably kung may kamag-anak sila na
pwedeng tuluyan muna, maari silang
tumuloy muna doon, but we already iden-
tified the areas na pwedeng paglipatan
sa kanila,” he said. .
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Joint expl
~with Chin

LEADERS of the House mino

oration -
abacked .

rif}BIf)c on Wedneédﬁﬁbﬁcké&

a prq'péégal for joint explorexltipn-be,tvvqen the Rhilippine$
 and China in the West Philippine Sea {South China:Sea);.
to allow the country to benefit from the aré';i's vast oil and -

1 .gas resources despite a mari

. o] . .
_ [ ime dispute. ERVEIE
. House Minority Leader. Danilo-Suarez of Quezon and

Jose “Lito” Atienza of Buhay party-list bared their starice
following reports that the Duerte' administration woyld
ink a deal with China on joift exploration, particularly for
natural gas in Recto or Ree'cil Bank, during'the President’s

state visit in Beijing this week.: -,

@EXPLORATION FROM A1

Joint

(Spratly) Islands, Panatag {Scarbor-
ough)Shoal, Panganiban (Mischief)
Reef, Ayungin (Sécond Thomas)

* Shoal and Recto (Reed) Bank.

The arbitration court said Filipi-
no fishermen should enjoy fishing
rights at Panatag Shoal, and that
Chinese reclamation activities in
the area were illegal.

Atienza however contended that
“an exclusive economic zone does
110t mean it is yours.”

“I{ just means you can conduct
economic activities there. Working
with a foreign counterpart is not
necessarily bad or deplorable,”
said Atienza, who was secretary of
the Department of Environment
and Natural resources during the
Arroyo administration.

'Done by Arroyo

A joint exploration pact between
the Philippines, China and Viet-
nam took effect in 2005, during
the administration of President
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo.

The Joint Marine Seismic Un-
dertaking (IMSU) covered islands
located 142,886 square kilometers
west of Palawan, within the Phil-
ippines’ EEZ based on the United
Nations Convention on the Law of
the Seas (Unclos).

The JMSU lapsed in 2008 and
was not renewed by the Arroyo
adminjstration after the agreement
drew flak over what the critics
branded as a setlout of Philippine
sovereignty.

Opposition lawmakers Edcel
Lagman of Albay, Tom Villarin
of Akbayan and Gary Alejano of
Magdalo party-list, who are not

P sy Cur . 5ot
Ther¢'s no problem with a joint venture with China, It

Is most welcome because that will iricrease our

»

[financial]

.capital. This is 2 joint venture for exploration of oil or gas

If you dqn‘g_ysg;thqg'e resources ... in a few years, you can't

use it, anymore,” Suarez told reporters. .

X }}\ltl;zélga- saiv ng prgb[em even if joini exploration would
e held within ghe‘["t?lllppme_s' 200-mile exclusive economic

zone (EEZ).,

. On July 12, d UIN-backed arbitrait

on tribunal invalidated

China’s claim to most of the South jC-'lhina Sea and upheld the

A

. Phll.lgpiqes ngllgts over its EEZ, w!nch covers the Kalayaan
. S . »ExplorationA8

aligned with the Suarez-led minor-
ity bloc, earlier warned that a joint
venture would violate Philippine
sovereignty.

“There was a similar agreement
in the past, the IMSU, which was
not renewed {when it lapsed
in 2008] because questions of
violating our sovereignty. This
nagging question is still current.
Whether or not President Duterte
pulls out of his travel bag a copy
of the arbitral decision sustaining
the Philippines’ sovereignty over
the disputed islands in the West
Philippine Sea, China must be
constantly reminded of the Philip-
pines’ victory,” Lagman said in a
news conference.

Alejano claimed the President
was undermining the govern-
ment's UN victory by embracing
China despite its continued ag-
gression against Filipino fisher-
men and patrol ships in the West

Philippine Sea.

"We should be taking advan-
tage of this ruling. However, the
President is'weakening our posi-
tion. Our option is not limited
to talking to China or going to
war against China. We can talk
to China without going to war,”
Alejano, a former Marine captain,
stressed. ‘

Villarin claimed China had
nothing much to offer to the
Philippines anyway. "We know

_that China has been displaying

an aggressive behavior in the West
Philippine Sea, and such behavior
will not change,” he said.

“Our standing is the UN rul-
ing which upholds the Unclos.
China is a signatory of Unclos. This
[ruling] gives us the moral high
ground. We don't want to lose that
moral high ground in the com-

" munity of nations,” Villarin said.

LLANESCAT. PANTI
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General Approprlatrons Act, the first
full budget of the Duterte administra-
tion that provides for a P3.35-trillion

‘g the 2017

P3. 35-tr11110n... 411

Partly prepared by the Aqumo admm
1stratxonr. next, year S proposed ‘national
allocation is 116 shigher than the current

budget and; represents 21 percent of the :

project grossrlomeénc product 2017

Speaker Pantaleon Alvarez sald the
. dlsasternskreduchon and enwmnmental

timely House'approval of the GAA help
guarantee that ther
budget for’ 20 7

Alva'rez s

sltressed that the 2017

budget’ measune' supports the ouccessful. ,

‘ executhn of {He Duterbe govermnent’slo-

point somo-econom:c agenda, foremost of

which i 1sl thevreduct:on of poverty and the
dnve

The| spendmg;program :

higher budgetofrsso 7 for mfrasu'ucture,
blllton 3 >

as agalnst thef’gurrent P758

Dav'ao'félty‘ Rep. Karlo Nograles

chairman of thecﬂouse Comrmttee onAp- °

propnanons, sald the propbséﬂ 2017 GAA
allocates 40 perc_eént of the1P3 35 triliion
in empowenng human resourees with
educanon being the top pnonty, followed
by health care, soclal welfare ands other
social semces .

Atleast: 27, 6pencent has beenallocabed
for economic gervices to ﬁx the broken
umastmcture network, boost agnwlnu-al
and rural sector; and generate inore jobs
and livelih 0d; and 22 percent for general
public servicé and defensé’; -

In accordance with, tlie uter:te ad-
?134 5 billi

numstranon the 10-pomt socloeoononuc

developmeht agenda, the budget 'pro--

posalincludes the follomng"lhﬁ'astmctme

P860.7 billion wlnch is 13.8: percent hlgher -

than this year’s budget rul¢ of law, P119.4
billion for the' Phlhppme National Police
(PNP) whlch i§724.6 percent higher than

. this yearand. I!*130 6 billion for the Armed

remllbenore—enacted )

nanonaltbudget to finance gov

l
_ - IR

:'.ty T St |(1‘ -
(DICT) and ?20 8 bllhon for the Depart-
ment of Science and 'Ilechnology (DOST;
education, P699.95 billion; health, P151.5
billion; social welfare and sustamable
livelihood, #1299 bﬂhon for the Depart-
ment of Social Welfare and Development
(DSWD) and P13, 5t bﬂhon for the Depart
ment of Labor and Employment (DOLE)
energy, P5 6. bllhon’for elecmﬁcatlon, and

protectlon, P37.3 billion for the National

. DisasterRisk Reduchon and Managetnent
- Fund, (NDRRMF)
Department 0

id 29,4 billion for the
v:ronment and atural
Resources; (DENR) HEF

Mmonty Leader Danilo Suarer)ta,aid

- the lack of: opposmon to the budget dra-
‘matizes tHe: leglslatwe branch’s resolve

to give thekDuterte government al better
chance of suoceedmg in mtroducmg “real

" change” in-the manner of governa%n:e in

the country ®

Suarez said the*opposmon bloc“in the
Lower House want to see Duterte frans-
form from'a cnme fighter into a “general
manager” who ean address the other ills
affecting | the government. l 3

The top 10. agenc:es in terms otf 2017
budgetary allocatlons arethe fo]lowmg

1. Deparlment of Educanon -I P567 5

-billion ‘r-_‘T.‘ o

2. Department of Public Wor and
Highways - #458.6 billion e

3. Departmentofthe Interiorand Local
Govemrnent—?lsoibllhon S 2

" 4, D ent of Nanonal Defense -

r !
~ 5. Department of Soclal Welfare and

: Development 11299bxlhon "' J‘

" 6. Deparl:ment of Health — P94 bllhon

7. Staté. Umversrnes and Colleges -
p5ggbillion i .

8. Department‘ of 'I‘ransportitlon -
P55.4 billion L

ernment operatlons next year »6
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‘Be carefulin dealmg e
- with China, Duterte told -

. a7 ¥y Wt SR
“ By ]oi&ghaﬁ”ii. Mayuca !@k}‘a';:lm}uéa“ T
PR HE Pambansang Lakas ng KlIusangM-amamalakaya
l . ng Pilipinas (Pamalakaya) on Wednesday cautioned _ S

" whe - President Duterte in dealing with the Chinese, par-
ticularly on the issue of Scarborough Shoal, . s
. Also.known’as Bajo de Masinloc, the disputed Scar-
+ borough Shoal has been off limits to Filipino.fishermen

after China’s naval forces and coast guard took over the
areain2012. . 5 A
.- Hundreds of fishermen, particularljz those from Zam-
balesand nearby provinces, rely on Bajo de Masinloc’srich
fishing grounds.. , e :

- Theyhavebeen denduncing the threats, harassment and
intimidation perpetrated by Chinese coast guard and naval
personnel who prevent them from fishing in'the area,

The group issued the statement after China reportedly
said that it may consider allowing Filipino fishemen to.enter
Scarborough Shoal, but with certain conditiong, ; .

Duterte, who is.on'a state visit to China, aims. to forge
. |stronger economic and military ties with China, PR

“This maybe a welcome development but first of all, we
shouldn’t ';be begging China to give us something that is

43u.r eg?}liﬁic-md :fbré%gﬁqliicies atgtake_," Fs’rpando Ha'cap,

Parialakaya chairtiiai%aid in 3 statement. © ¥ e A

‘ ;%gqxatzjlﬁawkaya saidshistary should not repeat itself:when
‘meLPresident Befligno §. Aquino I1I did not rajse atpro-

1,

aritificial islands into militry bases. R
“We back President. Duterte’s efforts to peacefully
and diplcmatically resolve the dispute with China.
B:utw,he should_be c?au,t-ious_oin the agreements heywould
i .erlzter with China not.to give up our claim in the dig-
puted West Philippine Sea and stick to his previoug
. stfztements'inpursninganindependent foreign policy,”
i Hicap said, e : R
i {'O'p,position lawmakers have warned Duterte against
-'fmlrging'ties with China that may compromise thejcoun-
i try's claim to the West Philippine Sea, R PR
IThe Philippines!won_the-legal battle against China

Arraas dl Lo
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auds of tllapla, other fi

By Juan Escandor Jr. -
JuanEscandorINQ

NAGA . CITY——Tl}e amount of
losses from g fish kill that struck
Lake Buhi in Camarines 'Sur
province aftet Typhoon “Karen”
slammed info the Bicol region

has reached P178I million, re-

ports from the Bureau of Fish- iE

eries and Aquatlc Resources
(BFAR) said. '

More than 5o |
cxty, the 1,600- hectare Lake Buhi
in-Buhi town is the blggest mland
body of water m. Bicol .where
ulapxa fish culture has beeu exten-
sive since the 19805 Itis also the
home of sinarapan (ll\/f lsnchthys Iu-
zonensis), a goby speciés consid-
ered to be the smallest commer-
_cial fish in the world|

Nonie Enolva BFAR
spokesperson said|the agency 5

“conservative estimate”

showed that each fish cage 'op-
erator lost at least P1 million as
aresult of thefishKill. . =

Enolva said the--fish Kkill,
which started on Oct 15, hap-
pened because of "compro-
mised dissolved o gen level,”
when lake water was disturbed

Lm from t[-us '

SB;;&IES

. FISH CAGE DISASTER

<" Source: Inquirer graphics

oy

and its level increased due.to -

strong wind- and heavy rain
whipped upby the typhoon.

Fish stress .
“[Lake condition] caused ex-
treme stress to cultured fish,”
she said. .
' Beethoven Nachor, Buhl
mumc1pal administrator, said a

local ‘government team would

assess the environmental im=

pact of the fish kill, account for, .
‘tilapia has gone down to as low

the number of families affected
and prepare a mitigation plan. .

———

IR GRAPHICS
i

Nachor saidithe team would

conduct a cleanup drive since

" some fish cage operators either

left tilapia rotting in cages or
dumped them in the lake.

He said 16 percent of Lake
Buhi had been dccupied by fish
cages, which is  percent more
than the size allowed for aqua-
;culture development: '

‘ |

History of losses °

Nachor said. the' price of

‘as P5 per kg from'a high of P1ao
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fish kill in the lake that forced the fi

—NONIE ENOLVA/CO+TRIBUTOR

per kg after the fis!h kiil,.

In 2011, Lake Buhi was also hit
by a massive fish Kill, with losses
estimated to reach P8o million,

Dennis del Socprro BFAR Bi-
col regional director, asked the

Buhi government} to enforce a

Flsh cage operators in Lake Buhi in Camarines Sur provmce harvest tilapia that survived the latest -
sh cage owners to sell their produce foras Iow as PS5 per kg.

e

Iocal law that sets the size of the’

laker to be .devoted to aquacui-

ture:to just 10 percent to pre-- -

vent anbther fish kill.

‘Del ‘Socorro also recom-:
mended the suspension of re--.

stocking of cages until the BFAR

declares lake water to be favor-
able for fish culture again.

- He said the .local govem-
ment must’ mventory fish cage
operators and set limits on the
number of ; cages they
operate. INQ .

1



