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Waste recovery
facility closed

By Rio N.Araja = *
£l g 4, ko
THE Department of Enyironment and

Natural Resources has ordered the

o e RCvEN

temporary closure of a waste recovery

facility in Baguio City for failure to

implement waste segregation program.

Undersecretary Benny Antiporda,
the agency’s spokesperson, said the
Irisan waste recovery facility in Ba-
guio City was ordered closed, but gave
the assurance it would not lead to a
garbage crisis. oS

“We will be coming up with a tem-
porary cease-and-desist order. That is
subject to an explanation,” he said.

“If we do not do that, the people.

there would get affected,” he added.

Over four tons of biodegradable
wastes daily were being dumped in the
Irisan waste recovery facility.

DENR blamed the poor implemen-
tation of the Republic Act 9003 or the
Ecological Solid Waste Management
Act by the local government to “re-
duce, reuse and recycle” wastes.

~ Antiporda assured the public that
the dump’s closure would not lead to a
garbage problem.

The local government could find
ways to dispose of its solid wastes in

‘nearby provinces.

- According to the agency’s spokes-
person, DENR and the city govem-

ment would met to draw a more com- .

prehensive rehabilitation plan for the

country’s summer capital.
According to records, Irisan

dumpsite was ordered closed in 2012

after five people died in a trash slide

at the height of Typhoon 'Mina' the
year before. ; o
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DENR RIVERS LIFE AWARD
IGINAWAD SA TATLONG

PINAKAMALINIS NA ILOG

ANG INYON(

LlNQK(”a

IBINIGAY ng Department
of Environment and Na-

tural Resources (DENR)
ang pinakaunang pagki-
HasaRNEHs (Recogniz-

ing Individuals/Institutions
TowardsVibrantand En-
hanced Rivers) sa
taunang Life Award para
sanﬁmgphai@tmiism
ilog sa buong bansa.
o ng;gmgapmngm

y ng Environ

Secretary RoyA. Gimatu
sa panahon ng pagdiri-
wang ng ika-32 aniber-

saryong DENRnagina-

napsaDENHCamalOf-
fice sa Quezon City noong
ika-14 ng Hunyo 2019.

Sinabi ni Cimatu na
ang pagbibigay ng para-
ngal ay itaas
ang kamalayan ng publi-
ko sapangangailanganna
protektahan at pangala-
gaan ang mgailogngban-
sa bilang lifeblood of the
earth.

“We aim to tap con-

certed action to protect

the country‘s rivers from.

degradation and pollution
and ensure their suitabili-
ty, sustainability, and fur-
therimprovement,” sabi ni
Cimatu.

The top prize went to
Lamut River in lfugao
province, Cordillera Ad-
ministrative Region. Sec-
ond prize was given to

Calbayog Riverin Samar

province, Region 8, while
the third place went to

Manaba River in Bohol,

" Region7. 5
Ang mga cash prize

na Php100,000, Php75,

000 at Php50,000 ay ib-

inigay sa 1st, 2nd at 3rd
placers, ayon sa pagkak-
abanggt.

Ayon kay Cimatu, ang
R.L.V.E.Rs for Life Award
" aylubos namakatutulong
sa pagtiyak na ang mga
ilog ng bansa ay pina-
nanatiling malinis.

“Rivers and creeks

drain to bigger bodies of
water and affect their

condition. This is the case
with Pasig River which
drains to Manila Bay.
Thus, ensuring the clean-
liness of rivers is among
ourtop priorities,” dagdag
ng Environment chief.
‘|sang kabuuan ng la-
bing-anim (16) na classi-
fied bilang Class C nailog
ay isinumite bilang mga
entry ng DENR regional
office. Ang mga nomina-
do ay pinili ng the DENR

" Regional Committee na

binubuo ng DENR, Mines
and Geosciences Bureau
(MGB) at Environmental
Management Bureau
(EMB).

- Ang mga entry ay su-
suriin batay sa listahan ng

mga aktibidad /interben-

syon na isinagawa ng
nabanggit na Provincial
and Community. Environ-
ment and Natural Re-

sources Offices (PEN-

ROs / CENROs) sa ka-
nilang nominadong ilog.

mumc.olu

Katﬁangtihumgmwﬂ—
ic Water Quality Improve-

ment, Solid Waste Ma-
nagement, Partnership
and Community Mobiliza-
tion, Information and Edu-
cation Campaign (IEC), at
iba pang mga aktibidad,

mgah-\tefbensyma!mga_
makabagong likha.

Ayon kay Atty. Juan
Mg.dclmDElﬂUmhr
secretary for Field Ope-
rations and Supervising
Undersecretary para sa
EMB, ang R.I.V.E.Rs for
Life Award ay isang pa-
tuloy nataunang akiibidad,
kung saan kinikilala ang
mga nanalo sa panahon
nganibersaryo ng DENR.
we have
awarded our very first
batch of winners this
year, | am sure our region-
al offices will work even
harder to nominate their
rivers to show how im-
portant our rivers are to
us,” sabi ni Gimatu.

S8
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DamY’s

vater

.

Ievel dlppmg
desplte rain

By Ronnel W. Domirlgo
(@RonWDomingoINQ

The water level in Angat Dam |

continues to recede despite the
onset of rains, but concession-
aires of the Metropolitan Wa-

terworks and Sewerage System

(MWSS) have assured the pub-
lic that they can meet the mini-

mum regulatory standards es-
pecially if customers cooperate.

As of Thursday morning,

' Angat’s water level has dipped

to 158.12 meters above sea lev-
el, a quarter of a meter less
from the previous day. The
dam’s critical level is 160 masl,
while its minimum normal op-
erating level is 180 masl.
Weather forecaster Philip-
pine Atmospheric, Geophysical
and Astronomical Services Ad-

‘ministration (Pagasa) said the

dam’s lowest level was record-

ed 19 years ago, at 157.56 m in.

July 2010.
~ La Mesa Dam, howevcr, ap-
peared to have benefited from
the rainfall in Metro Manila in

recent days, as its water level

continues to rise to 70.16 m on

Thursday morning, an increase .

- of 0.18 m from the previous day.
In a statement, Maynilad
Water Services Inc. asked its
customers to store only the
amount of water they need to
avoid simultaneous heavy with-
drawals that could affect water

pressure in the pipelines.
For its part Manila Water

Co. Inc. on Thursday said that
it could still provide water to
99.85 percent of its customers

.at 7 psi (pounds per square

inch) at ground-floor level for
atleast eight hours every day.

. The Ayala group subsidiary

also said that for 99.43 percent
of its customers, the company
was able to follow the sched-
ule of service interruptions as
announced.

Last week, the MWSS Regu—
latory Office warned the two
concessionaires of possible fines
if they failed to follow the sched-

ule of service interruptions they

had earlier announced. :
On the weather front, Pa-

gasa in its 4 p.m. weather bul-

letin on Thursday said mon-
soon rains will prevail over
Metro Manila, Calabarzon, Min-
‘doro and Palawan on Fnﬂay,
while the rest of Luzon, indud-
ing the Ilocos region, Cordillera
Administrative Region, Bicolre-
gion and the rest of Mimaropa
will have cloudy skies with scat-
tered rain showers and thun-
derstorms due to the southwest
monsoon, or “habagat.” -
Although tropical depres~
sion “Dodong” had exited the
Philippine area of responsibility
as of Thursday afternoon, the
state weather bureau said it was

. monitoring a new low pressure
' area, estimated some 1,165 kilo-

meters east of Mindanao, as of
press time. —wiTH A REPORT FROM
JHESSET O.ENANO INQ
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Angat_water

continu L

As monsoon rains persist over f ~
- the western section of the country,
" the water level at Angat Dam in
' Bulacan continues to decline and

is now close to its lowest recorded
level yesterday.
Philippine Atmosphenc, Geo-
physical, and Astronomical Services -
| Administration weather specialist
Gener Quitlong said the southwest
monsoon or “habagat” will bring
cloudy skies with light to moder-
ate rains over the western parts of
Luzon and Visayas, including Metro -
Manila, until the weekend.

Light to moderate rains to at
times heavy rains will prevail over
Pangasinan, Cavite, western part
of Batangas, Zambales, Bataan,
Tarlac, Occidental Mindoro, north-
-emn Palawan including Cuyo and
i Calamian Islands, Antique, and
‘western part of Aklan. = J

Whlie it has been rainy over

Manila and parts of Central
L n rnmepastfewdays, the
Angat watershed in the eastern
portion of Bulacan failed to beneﬁt
h from these rains..

- As yesterday morning, the Angat
water level was at 158.15 meters,
which is just 0.59 meters short of
its 157.56-meter record-low regis-
tered on July 18, 2010.

National Water Resources Board
Executive Director Sevillo David Jr.
said that if the water level contin-
ues to decline, Angat Dam could
-breach its lowest reccrded level
by tomorrow.

~ However, David said the Tech-
nical Working Group, composed
of NWRB, PAGASA, Metropolitan
Waterworks and Sewerage System,
and water concessionaires Manila
Water and Maynilad, decided to
maintain the allocation of 36 cubic
meters per second until the end of
June and:first week of July.

“Based on the PAGASA's projec-
tions there are some rains due to
the southwest monsoon this week
‘ until early next week. And hope- '

b  fully this can extend to the Angat "
Dam area. We will closely monrtor ‘

developments‘on the rainfall in T

gat ‘David satd (Ellalyn Rui

.'Im

o ‘e

3
g
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Boand sqiq’[hm'sday v?rhile soatheréd rain-
stwets vere falhng on the metropohs

Manﬂa—Water Co. Inc.—would still re-
ceive a daily water allocation of 36 cms.

“We }ave decided to maintain the al-

1ocat1mq§f 36 cms until the end of June
, of July,” he said. ‘
i whgadmfthe Men'opol-

adWafer Services Inc. and -

Water... ¢

From A1

on Thursday said he would recommend
the use of paramilitary troops to stop the
deforestation of watersheds, which en-
vironmentalists had blamed for the re-

| curring water crisis in Metro Manila.

The deforestation of Angat and

. Ipo watersheds in Bulacan has been

blamed by the Sagip Sierra Madre En-
vironmentalist Society Inc. as key rea-
sons for the dccreasmg water supply
from the reservoirs.

At the same time, informed sources
said informal settlers in the water-
sheds area had engaged in illegal log-

- ging and charcoal making,

As of 6 a.m. Thursday, the dam’s
elevation went down to 158.15 meters.

The metro’s water allocation used to
be at 46 cms,

Angat dam supplies 96 percent of
the Metro’s safe and potable water.

Despite thunderstorm rains mostly in
the afternoon, the dam’s level continued
to dip by .025 meters or 25 centimeters.

David said they were hoping the
southwest monsoon would spawn more
rains this week until next week to help
increase the water level of Angat Dam.

According to the Philippine Atmos-
pheric, Geophysical and Astronomical
Services Administration, monsoon rains
would dampen many parts in the country,
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Manila Water, Maynilad say they

have no control over water suppi

By CNN
Pmumuzs
Amid

concessionaues to be fined
over water interruptions,
Water  and

year low, t’ne Nahonal Waher

Resources
* Metro Manila to 36 cubic
- Ma

Board has
uced water allocation to

second — which
ilad Associate Vice
President for Corporate
Communications Jennifer
Rufo said is a 22 t cut
to the water supply
prowded to concessio-
naires.

meters

“That basically just

means that we have less

water to distribute to our

customers,” Rufo told CNN

Philippines’ The Source
yesterday.

- not feasible at the

kmgerregl:m gisequivalent

ti
Paraﬁha;ﬂue, Las
Muntinlupa cities. On the
other

corporate communications
chlef Jeric Sevilla said
have to deal with a water
ly cuteqmvz;le,lfttothe
consumption o 5
SR e
“24/ [watm: supply] is
moment
because there are cons-
traints in supply,. Sevilla

Rufo added that the,
- amount of water they are no

hand, Manila Water -

and ¢
beﬁmdfor&\ewaierservke
interruptions  affecting
Metro Manila and Rizal in
the weeks.

ormer Bayan Muna
E arty-list Rep. Neri

olmenares said the two

companies violated their
concession agreement by
failing to ensure continuous
_water supply to their

tomers.

}", nderthea eement,

t tors can
zmpose fines on water
 concessionaires if they fail
to meet their obligations for
more than 60 days, or 15
daysmcaseswhexe]adcof

water EF could
adversely fect pubhc
health or

ButRufnandSev:lhsa,ld
the dwindling water
from Angat . Dam

conslde a ”force

’ or an
clrcumstancé wh%mg
revents
Rxlﬁllmg ﬂten' obh
“That means, w! we
havenosource, weonlyhave

one major Ba’urce,ﬁ so_‘ &

basically what we dp is
await allocation that J‘s
given to us and then we
spread it out as much-

can equitably to as man
é)le as possible, R

I sa1

B4, g
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,."unfaur to farmers in apportloning water
f\]from the reservoir,

Dunng apress conferénce at the pro-

;wnmal capitol Wednesday, he expressed

dismay at how the farmeﬁ ‘were always

‘the first to suffer every time the water at
the dam drops to critical levels.

' “Ang ating mga magsasaka ang
‘kauna- unahang naaapektuhan sa tu-
‘wing nagkakaroon ng pagbaba ng lebel
'ng tubig sa Angat Dam sapagkat sila

| ang unang pinuputulan ng supply ng -

tubig sa ingasyon At ang mga panamm

;‘Alvarado said.

" 'ITY OF'MALOLOS Bulacan-
. X -Governor Wilhelmmo M. Sy-

"fAlvarado scored the manage-
ment of Angat Dam for being

The governor also s;a1d the provmce

may be the host of thie dam but even.
the Dumagats that live near it are not
getting water and el«cmcxty from the
reservoir,
. "We will call the at tention ng mga na-
‘mamahala riyan. We will bring the issue
“again to them. Sila ang tunay na nagma-
‘may-ari, ang mga indigenous ng ating ka-
~ bundukan, Sila ay dapat kabahagi diyan
na nakikmabang at hindi pinababayaan ,
Kung mayroon na unang magkalﬁaroonr i
 ng kuryente, dapa‘t ay sila. Ang |
‘dapat magkaroon ng malinis na tubig,
‘ dapat ay sila,” the governor said. | |

The governor bared plans to resolve

the water crisis, including the construc-
tion of a sub-reservoir under Ipo Dam and
_the holding of water in Umiray, Quezon.

"din nila .ang unang nasdsalanta kapag
_'-nagpapawala ng tubig ang mga dams
~sa Bulacan sa panaho’n’ﬁg tag‘—ulan o

“Yung reservoir sa Quezon, sa Um-

nang

and only released it on dry speIl or when |
it is needed,” he said.

The Angat-Umlray catchbasin can |
hold a million cubic liters of water,
enough not only for farms but for the s
domestic and potable water needs of
Metro Manila, =

Alvarado s hopeful the problem of the
critical level at Angat will be resolved once
the rain brought by the habagat comes.

As of 8'a.m. Thursday, the level was
158.13 meters , way below the dam's rmm‘
mum operating level of 160 meters.

The level in Ipo Dam 99.60 meters,
and in Bustos Dam, 13.50 meters. i

Alvarado.suggested the reservou' i

“bottom, which is heavily

silted, be dredged :
© 'He blamed the heavy

 siltation to the cuttin
 iray, dapat hindi pmapapasok agadkapag
 rainy season, tanganan muna doon at

huwag bubuksan, hold the Umiray water

down of century-old trees
and rotting trees and logs
at the bottom -.
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CITY OF MALOLOS, Bulacan-
Nanawagan si Bulacan Governer
Wilhelmino  Sy-Alvarado. sa
pamunuan ng Angat Dam na
pangalagaanattipirinangimbak natubig
nito sa gitnang nararanasang kakapusan
ng supply nito sa Metro Manila.

Sa isang pulong balitaan nitong
Miyerkules, binanggit din nito ang
sitwasyon ng mga magsasaka. na
madalas napagkakaitan ng irrigation
- water sa panahonng tag-init.

Gayunman, nagpapakawala aniya

ng tubig ang nasabing water reservoir °

dahil sa labis na supply nito kapag
pumapasok ang tag-ulan.

“Ang ating mga magsasaka ang

KRISIS SA TUBIG

Ni FREDDIE C. VELEZ
kauna-unahang naaapektuhan sa
tuwing nagkakaroon ng pagbaba ng
lebel ng tubig sa Angat Dam sapagkat
silaang unang pinuputulanng supply
nito sa irigasyon, Atang mga pananim
dinnilaang unang nasasalanta ka(f
‘nagpapakawalang tubig ang mga
sa Bulacan sa panahon ng tag-ulan,”
sabi nito. '
Binigyang-diin din nito ang
naging kalagayan ng mga Dumagat
m%ﬁm sa zasasagkla%van ng d§m
dahil hindi nakakakuha ng tubig

* at elektrisidad mula sa reservoir at

umaaasa lamang ang mga ito sa ulan
‘upang makakuhang inumin.
“Wewill call the attention ng mga

namamahala ng dam. We will bring
the issue again to them. Silaang tunay
nanagmamay-ari, ang mga indigenous
ng ating kabundukan. Sila a{ad:pat
kabahagi diyan na nakikinabang at

“hindi pinababayaan. Kung mayroon

na unang magkakaroonng kuryente,
dapat ay sila. Ang unang dapat

magkaroon ng malinis na tubig, dapat

vag
am-

ay sila,” pahayag pa nito.

Binanggit din nito ang plano
ng provincial government na
maaaring makaresolba sa krisis sa
tubig, kabilang na ang posibleng
pagpapatayo ng sub-reservoirng Ipo
Dam at pag-iimbak ng tubig ng dam
sa Umiray, Quezon. -

“Yung reservoir sa Quezon, sa

~ Umiray, dapat hindi pinapapasok

agad kapag rainy season, tanganan
muna doon at huwag bubuksan, hold
the Umiray water and only released it
on'd:{);sspell, orwhenitisneeded, may
trans basin naman para continuous na
mayroong pinanggagalinganng tubig,
and the water supply in our dams
willno longer be aregular problem,”
paliwanagmnito. = o
Idinagdag pa nito, kayang-
kaya ng Angat-Umiray catch basin
na umimbak ng sapat na tubig na
makatutulong sa pangangailangan ng
Angat Dam na makakagpag-supply sa
mga sakahan sa panahon ng El Nifio
phenomenon.
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- Water Woes
PAGASA declared that the Metropolitan Waterworks and
11 rainy season is here and Manila Sewerage System (MWS -and
Whatever had its share of torrential rains Manila Water back in Mareh were
decision that led to flooding in certain of the nature that the shortag
to be portions of Edsa. The City of in supply was attributed to the
made, and ?an Juan a.l,s'o jl'lst held its scarcity of rain since it was the
course of _Wa.tah_ Watah' festival that saw start of summer season. Now that
action to its regldents drenched in water. it h?,s been raining, they have been
be taken, Despite these water-themed saying that the rain pour occurred
hallbe occasions, Manila was still hit : in the wrong areas, not in the
abs with a water shortage crisis, u“o VADIS . vicinity of the Angat Dam. This is
th: ;;t’;' ahcoineba(;:llcl f: 011111 4 in(iti'al Darren M. de Jesus IUdIiJCI:::HZB June Wedn,esday the
shortage that happened in a 1 :
Congress. March, start of the summer season. 17th Congress held its final committee

I admittedly haven't really put much
attention on this since I stay outside of
Metro Manila where water is abundant. What
caught my attention is that while listening on
FM radio on the way to the office around 6:30
a.n., an irate caller interrupted the radio
show just to complain about his condominium

in Parafiaque and its property manager, who

he named on-air, and tell all listeners they
have water available only for 1-hour per day.
Expectedly, the caller was dismissed for
rudeness and off-topic, and the hosts were
clearly aback as they immediately went into
commercial break. ' :

We definitely have a problem if the water
shortage occurs in the rainy season. If we
may recall, the excuses of the officials from

there is a need to reorganize the different-

layers of bureaucracy concerned with water.
Another suggestion is to have an Electric
Power Industry Reform Act Law version for
the water industry.
wooles o Indeedadf we ook

_f“ at it, there appears to

2 Wtf be redundancies in the
definitely have government with regard to

a problem water. We have the MWSS,
Y the water  National Water Resources
shortage Board, Local Water Utilities
occursin the Administration (LWUA),
rainy season. ang the National Irrigation

Authority, controlled by 3
different offices, namely the DENR, DPWH
and the Office of the President, During the
hearing, House Bill 8068, otherwise known as
the “Department of Water, Irrigation, Sewage,
and Sanitation Resource Management Act of
2018” was adopted by the panels, which agreed
to place said bill among the priority legislation
that the 18th Congress shall act on.

However, what is interesting is that Rep.
Winnie Castelo, Chairman of the House
Committee on Metro Manila 'Developmen_t',
appeared on TV and radio stating that the
creation of a Department of Water will not
solve the city’s water woes. Rep. Castelo
said that said Department is just an alibi

for inefficiency, and the problem of water

hearing before the end of term of the
incumbent politicians that come on 30 June,
Sunday. The Committees on Metro Manila

Development, Public Works and Highways,

and Natural Resources held a Joint Oversight
Hearing, again, on the water crisis. It was
attended by the same people who were
summoned in the hearings held last March,
save for those who were no longer with them.

The meetings brought nearly the same
excuses, with the officials now saying force
majeure more often. Former President and
House Speaker Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo
pointed out the need for a Department
of Water, naturally seconded by fellow
House Members. Incoming Senator Francis

Tolentino is of the same position, saying that

supply is not answered by adding another
layer of bureaucracy in the government. I
think he is correct. '

If we look at the energy industry, we have
the Department of Energy, Energy Regulatory
Commission, National Electrification
Administration, Transco, and the electric
cooperatives, granted via legislative
franchise, all over the Philippines. If we
pattern the water industry to this, then
we can have a Department of Water, Water
Regulatory Commission, and retain the LWUA
to manage the ‘water cooperatives’ granted
via legislative franchise. But then again, the
energy industry is not perfect and has its
share of crisis, with the yellow and red alerts

“issued by the National Grid Corporation of

the Philippines.

Whatever decision to be made, and
course of action to be taken, shall be done
in the 18th Congress. It will not be an easy
affair, with all the stakeholders and existing
bureaucracies concerning water. The best
thing to do now is address the low levels of
Angat Dam — the lowest in 14 years — and

to immediately build alternative sources of

water for Metro Manila. Otherwise, we'd be
having water crisis all year long, may it be
rainy or summer season. o

Email: damn.dejem@dqjeswkgd,cgm g
or tweet @darrendejesus »
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Angat’s critical water level |

Angat Dam. Metro Manila's main

E L NINO has finally caught up with

water source is fast being depleted
after months of no rainfall, and is nearing
the lowest level of 157.56 meters recorded in .

2010.

Angat Dam's declining water
level is serious. It supplies 96
percent of the water require-
ments of the capital region,
aside from providing electric-
ity and irrigation to farmlands
in nearby provinces. And the
solution is nowhere near—the
dam will need more storms to
dump rain into the reservoir.
- Angat Dam's receding wa-

ter level has already prompted
Manila Water Co. Inc. and
Maynilad Water Services
Inc., Metro Manila’s major
water concessionaires, to file
a “notice of force majeure” to
the Metropolitan Waterworks
and Sewerage System. This
simply means the concession-
aires could not be blamed for

ot fulfilling their contractual

obligations to the MWSS be-
cause of factors beyond their
control—in this case Angat
Dam's dwindling water stock.

The Philippine Atmospher-
ic, Geophysical and ' Astro-
nomical Services Adminis-
tration says Angat Dam will
need over 300 millimeters of
rainfall to normalize its water
level. PAGASA hydrologist
Sonia Serrano explains Metro
Manila, in comparison, expe-
riences about 140mm of rain-
fall on average every August.

Water authorities should

now stop relying solely on
Angat Dam as the major wa-
ter source of Metro Manila.
The effects of El Nifio, for

one, is expected to affect
the Philippines until August.
The weather phenomenon
will likely persist until the
first quarter of 2020 and it
is likely that Angat Dam, a
multi-purpose facility, will
not adequately meet the wa-
ter requirements of Metro
Manila consumers. The dam
also generates 246 mega-
watts of electricity and irri-
gates about 28,000 hectares
of farmland in Bulacan and
Pampanga.

The MWSS by now should
have identified a new source
of raw water after the crisis
started in April this year. The
Wawa Dam in Rodriguez,
Rizal can provide the short-
term solution to the water
shortage in the metropolis.
The MWSS should also go
over the other proposals of
the private sector in provid-
ing the medium- and long-
term answers to the current
water crisis. e
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NITONG Linggo, ang
jevel ng tubig sa An-
gat Dam sa Bulacan
ay tuluyan nang na-
nganib at bumagaak
na sa 'critical level.'

Mula sa 159.78
meters noong Saba-
do naging 159.43
meters ito nitong
Linggo.

Bumaba ito nang
husto sa mismongd
critical level na 160
meters. ]

Nagbunga ito ng
pag-aanunsyo ng
National Water Re-
sources Board na
pawasan ng Metro-
politan Waterworks
and Sewerage Sys-

tem (MWSS) ang aio-

kasyon ng tubig sa
dalawa nitong kon-
sesyonaryo na May-
nilad at Manila Wa-
ters. 3

Resulta - lahat ng
customer ng May-

nilad Water Servi-

ces, Inc.atng Manila

Water ay makara-

~ KRITIKAL

ranas ng mahina
hanggang sa literal na
walang tubig sa kani-

kanilang mga taha-

nan.
Agad namangd ku-

milos ang Manila Di-

saster Risk Reduc-
tion and management
Council (MDRRMC)
upangd kausapin ang
mga kaugnay na sa-
ngay ng pamahalaan
at mga water conces-
sionaire upang maso-
jusyunan ang kaku-
langan ng tubig sa
Kamaynilaan dahil sa
pagbaba ng deposito
ng tubig sa Angat

am. .

-Si Metropolitan
Manila Development
Authority (MMDA) na
kasalukuyan ding

MDRRMC chairman

pDanilo Lim ang nag-

sabing kailangang
maghanda sa pinaka-

matinding problema
sa kakulangan ng tu-
big at kung paano ito

magagawan ng para- .

- an ng dalawang wa-

“mga nangangaila-

yamen-

e ——

ter-konsasyonaryo.

~ Aniya, ang mga
truck na may tangke
ng tubig ng Maynitad
Water Services Inc.
at Manila ‘Water
Company Inc. ay ex-
empted muna sa
number coding para
mapabilis ang pa-
mimigay o pagra-
rasyon ng tubig sa

ngang lugar ng Ka-
maynilaan.

- Ano ba ang dahi-
lan ng pagbaba ng
tubig sa Angat pam?

' sabil ng mga da-
jubhasa at mga ta-

apagtaya ng pana-
hon, labis na nagba-
go na ang panahon
kaya maging ang init
ng sinag ng araw ay
parang tagos buto
na kung ating ma-
ramdaman,yialo na
sa katanghalian.

Nasa kritikal na
ring kalagayan, anila,
ang ating kapaligi-
ran kaya tayo rin ay
malalagay sa kritikal |
na kondisyon-

Kaya naman, da-
pattayond tumulong
sa 'p‘angangalaga ng

ating kapaligiran at
matutond magtipid
sa mga likas nating
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Epektibong pangangalaga
~ _samga pawikan.

e

TANAWAGAN ang mga opisyalng Eastern Visayas (Region 8) sa Department of
‘Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) na paigtingin ang mga hakbangin sa
pangangalaga sa mga pawikan sa Southern Leyte, matapos lumabas ang mga ulat na
madalas na nangingitlog ng mga pawikan sa ilang baybaying komunidad sa Jalawigan
sanakalipas dalawang taon. a8 2 5
Sa pulong nitong Martes, sinabi ni Department of Tourism (DoT) Regional Director
Karina Rosa Tiopes na isang dive resort sa Padre Burgos, Southern Leyte ang nagtangkang
protektahan ang mga itlog ng mga pawikan, ngunit bigo ito dahil sa kawalanng sapat
“They want to help, but they don’t know what to do. They placed the eggsinside
styrofoam to shield them from humans and predators, but the survival rate was low.
Personnel from the DENR just handed them a certificate instead of training them,”
pagbabahagini Tiopes sa mga opisyalng DENR. !
- May 90 porsiyentong tiyansa na mabuhay ang mga itlog na hindi nagalaw ng tac o
ibang hayop, habang nasa 25 porsiyento lamang 0 mas mababa pa ang success rate kung
nagambala ito ng mga tao, ayon samga eksperto. < ‘
“They were told not to touch the eggs and the hatchlings, but sometimes they have to
doit to protect them from birds and when they saw them crossing the highway. They need
help and they cannot just watch these nature’s treasure die,” dagdagniTiopes. o
. Pagbabahagini DENR Eastern Visayas Regional Director Crizaldy Barcelo, nagbibigay
na sila ng tulong samga komunidad na kinilala bilang mga marine turtle conservation
sites. : ; i
~ “Wehave been implementing conservation projectsin the areasuchas habitat surveys,
information drive, rescue and rehabilitatior, capacity building, and establishment of
partnerships,” tugon ni Barcelo sa mga opisyal. - : <8
May dalawang species ng pawikan o marine turtles ang matatagpuan sa mga barangay
ngSta. Sophia at Tangkaan sa Padre Burgos, Southern Leyte. Ang green turtle at hawksbill
turtle. : ¥ : (G ; o
" Nagkapagtala ang DENRng tatlong pagkakataon ng pangingitlog ng mga pawikan
sa dalawang komunidad simula noong 2617. Nitong Hunyo 6 lang, nasa 200 itlog ngmga
pawikan ang natagpuan sa Tangkaan. i R
~ Ayonpaman kay Department of Science and Technology Regional Director Edgardo
Esperancilla, dapat gayahin ng DENR ang magandang paraan na ginagawa'hg ibangmga
marine turtle conservation sites sa bansa, tulad ng Pink Island sa Zamboanga at Pawikan
Conservation Center sa Bataan. ;
T : B eI : PNA
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3 Koreans wanted for imported trash

TAGOLO-AN, Misamis Oriental: The Regional
Trial Court (RTC) in Misamis Orien-

tal has issued arrest y&rrantﬁs to three

South Koreans suspected of importing
6,500 metric tons (MT) of garbage in
2018. i {

Bureau of Customs (BoC) collector
John Simon of the sub-port of the
Mindanao International Container
Terminal (MICT) identified the South
Koreans as Jae Ryang Cho, Sena Na and
Chul Soo Cho aka Charles Cho.

Simon said the Customs bureau filed
the charges against the three for violat-
ing various environmental laws under
Republic Act 6969 with the smuggling of
6,500 MT of garbage from July 2018 to
October 2018.

A(fcording to Simon, the BoC in-

_cluded some Filipinos serving as of-
ficials of the Verde Soco, the South

Korean-owned “plastic” factory in the
industrial site in Tagolo-an, Misamis
Oriental. « '

* Following the issuance of the war-
rants, Simon issued a public appeal
for the immediate arrest of the South
Koreans. He said a “hold departure” or-
der must be issued against the three to
prevent them from leaving the country.
- “The South Koreans must be held re-
sponsible for bringing tons of garbage
disguised as “recyclable materials” for
the proposed “plastic” recycling firm
in the industrial zone in the village of
Sta. Cruz in Tagoloan,” Simon said.

He said aside from penalizing them

for the illegal shipment of garbage,
* they must also pay for the harm done..

The issue of the garbage dumping
in Misamis Oriental was exposed by
the Manila Times in July 2018 when
residents in the coastal areas reported
the presence of suspicious cargoes
unloaded out of a foreign vessel at the
MICT port.

Simon said the Customs bureau
also seized shipments of waste mate-
rials known as processed engineered
fuel from a town in Australia. These
were consigned to a cement factory in
Misamis Oriental. He said these are
now at the MICT port pending results
of Customs investigation. CRIS DIAZ
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- Canada tightens rules
after garbage fiasco

 ByCarU. ORDINARIO 4 @cawrdmarto

HE Canadian government h&&gwen

assurances that there won'tbe a

repeat of its trash faux pas in the
Philippines or any other country in the

near—or dlstant—future

The long-drawn squabble that tested

bilateral relations between close friends

Canada and the Philippines after con-
tainers of garbage were shipped to the

latter had resulted in one thing: strict-
er rules regarding the export of these

items/materials were imposed by his

government, Canadian Ambassador to
the Philippines John T. Holmes said 4t
the BUSINESSMIRROR Coffee Club round-
table on Thursday.

Holmes said the 69 containers of gar-
bage shipped to the Philippines in 2013
and 2014 are set to arrive at the Port of
Vancouver on Saturday. This, he hoped, is
the official end to this issue “forever.”

“It’s taken a while to get it reshipped in
the region, and then onceitarrives there,
itwillbe inspected and taken into a facil-
ityand destroyed, and that will finally be
the end of the trash issue forever,” Holmes
said.

Atakeaway from the transocean rowwas
that Ottawa changed the way it clears the
exportof such controversial cargo. “We've
changed our regulations so that basically

any export of that item/material would

“have tonot only requireimportand export

permits, but the govemment concerned
would have to agree,” he said.

- Holmes said that contrary to what has
been pro;ected in the media, the Canadian

_ government was committed to addressing

the issue even before the President set a

* ~deadline for Ottawa to take back the trash

it shipped to Manila.

The Canadian ambassador told journal-
ists from the BUSINESSMIRROR, Philippines
Graphic magazine, Pilipino Mirror, DWIZ
and CNN Philippines that one of the rea-
sons the issue lingered were the technical
requirements that needed to be addressed
before the trash could be shipped back to
Canada.

Holmes said thatat one point, the ship-
pingcompanywouldnotevenagree tobring
backthe trash to Canadian shores. Address-
ingtheseissues, he said, were done through
the tireless efforts of both governments.

PHL counterparts lauded

“MY colleagues were following up on a

constant basis, and we were all on e-mail

and messaging contact, and throughout
. this whole process the cooperation that
- wegotfrom the Philippine authorities was

outstanding,” Holmes said.

‘I don’t want to single out particular
people, but Secretary [Teodoro] Locsin did
a fantastic job, his officials were very sup-
portive. Secretary [Roy] Cimatu and his
senior officials, we all were working with
one objective in mind, and that was to get
the trash out of here as fast as we could
he added.

In April, the President ordered the De-
partment of Finance to return the hazard-
ous waste back to Canada immediately or
else he would do it himself.

Should Canada illegally ship hazardous
trash to the Philippines anew, Duterte ear-
lier said he would order the Bureau of Cus-
toms to not allow any ship from Canada to
dock in Philippine ports.

The Chief Executive also issued a dire
warning that he will declare war against
Canada if they would not take action on
the trash they dumped in the Philippines.
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MINERALS ACCOU NTING Govemmgr-lt agc;ndes accountable for monitoring responsible mining in the

Philippines have chosen Taganito Mining Corp. (TMC) as the first mining company to be part of the government’s
pilot project referred to as “Minerals Accounting.” The objective of this project is to do an accounting of the country’s
mineral resources in order for the government to draft a road map that will effectively define the economic
characteristics of the mining industry and other related industries. Bt :

TMC, a subsidiary of Nickel Asia Corp. (NAC), with mining operations in Claver, Surigao del Norte, i the first company
that the group is engaging for relevant data for this important economic project. The delegation, headed by the Philippine
Statistics Authority (PSA), attended a detailed tour of the TMC mine site, as el as the plant site of THPAL, a minerals
processing plant in Taganito. The delegation also had representatives from the National Economicand Development
Authority, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources, and Mines and Geosciences Bureau.
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who led the campalgn to preserve the city’s pine
forests, died: omwmesday ‘The followmg day,
journalist Ramon Dacawi, WhO":ldeﬁ ‘campaign
teaching students the importance of the city's Bu-
sol watershed, died aﬁerahngermg ailment ‘r
at the age of 69. —STORY BY VINCENT CABREZA 15 o
A
* -
D,
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Bagulo mourns

environment champions

‘BAGUIO' CITY—A religious

ECO WARRIGRS In thls photo taken in 2006 sthop Ementus

Carlito Cenzon (left) and journalist Ramon Dacawi meet with
children visiting the Baguio Cathedral. Cenzon and Dacawi, who
are among the leading environmental advocates in the summer
capital, died a day apart this week. —JOEL ARTHUR TIBALDO/CONTRIBUTOR

leader, who fought to preserve
Baguio’s pine trees, and a for-
mer newsman who taught
schoolchildren to love the city’s
forests, have died this week.
Bishop Emeritus Carlito Cen-
zon, 79, died on Wednesday and

will be buried at Congregatio Im-

maculati Cordis Mariae (Congre-
gation of the Immaculate Heart
of Mary) cemetery here on July 6,
according to the Diocese of
Baguio where he served as bish-

 op until his retirement in 2017.

Church builder
He and Lingayen-Dagupan
Bishop Socrates Villegas initiat-
ed the Supreme Court petition
that led to a permanent envi-

* ronmental protection order be-

ing granted over the Sto. Tomas
forestreserve.

.
-

Bishop Cenzon
fought for the
protection of
Baguio’s pine cover
and denounced
gambling

Cenzon fought for the pro-
tection of Baguio's pine cover
and denounced both illegal and
state-run = gambling, usually
through street marches with
members of ecumenical organi-
zations and elementary and
high school students..

He also initiated fundraising

projects, like an annual golf

tournament, to build churches
in his diocese and to fence

Baguio’s Burnham Park.
: He was involved in the cam-

paign to spare the Sto. Tomas
forest from an illegal road con-
struction that affected Baguio’s
water supply as well as from in-
formal settlers in the area.

At the time, Sto. Tomas had

~ been drawing tourists because

one of its communities served
as the fictitious “Sitio La Presa”
of a popular soap opera.
Cenzon’s body will be taken
to the St. William'’s Cathedral in

Tabuk City, Kalinga province,

where he served as bishop from
1992 to 2002. Public viewing is
scheduled on July 1 and 2 before
the body will be taken to the
Baguio Cathedral on July 3 where
it will stay until interment.

On Thursday, veteran news-
man and retired Baguio infor-
mation officer Ramon Dacawi
died after a lingering ailment.
He was 69.

° Dacawi

used to take

. schoolchildren through the civic

activity, called “EcoWalk,” to the
Busol watershed at the outskirt of
the city where they were taught
about the benefits of the forest
and where they planted trees.

- He worked with Cenzon S
predecessor, former Baguio
Bishop Ernesto Salgado, who
helped form the Baguio Re-
greening Movement.

Before he died, Dacawi cam-
paigned for free dialysis treat-
ment under the governments
health care program. He left be-
hind his wife, Rebecca, and chil-
dren Johan and Veronica. —viN-
CENT CABREZA INQ
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PROTECTING EN\IIHBNMENT HELPING POOR TOP PRIORITY

OF NEW BUTUAN BISHOP

BUTUAN CITY—Catholic Bish-
op Cosme Damian Almedilla as-
sumed the 1eadersh1p of the
Diocese of Butuan on Tuesday
with a vow to follow Pope Fran-
cis’ call to protect the environ-
ment and to sjerve the poor
“Although I need to study
and assess several aspectsas to,
the dlrectmn we
advocacy will stay, espeClally
that our Holy Father, Pope

take, opr":f

call toward the,"(::ﬁi'e for the poor
and our ecology,” said Almedilla
on the eve of hrs ordinatlon at

the St. ]osephCathedral here.

Almedilla had served a parish
in Talxbon town, Bohol province

- forizyears before he was named

Butuan blshop in March. Before

his Bohol asmgument he served
in the Immaculate Conceptmn
,parish church in ‘Wao town,
‘Lanao del Sur provmce ‘where

the church’s campaign to protect

Francis, has emphasmed our

“When [Satur] was mur-
dered, our lives were endan-
gered. We received more death
threats. I acted hke Peter who
ran away upon seeing the awful
fate of the Master, acting no
more than a hireling rather than

~ a faithful shepherd to his flock.

‘Out of fear, [ ended up askmg to
be [transferred] from the Dio-
cese of Malaybalay (Bukldnon),
and retumed to my home dio-
cese in Tahbon in 2002, he sald

“But after serving 17 years in

Tahbon here _comes the mo-

ment of truth, of ﬁndmg myself
being sent back to Mmdanao
Almedilla Sald.

Third bishop ;
Almedlﬂa is the third blshop
to serve the Dlocese of Butuan,

whlch has 62 panshes andanesti- -

mated 1.5 mllhon : Roman
Catholics in the provmces of Agu-
san del Norte and Agusan del Sur.

the environment had brought
threats to their lives.

; "-Fightihg loggers

He said a fellow priest, Fr.
Nerilito Satur, known as the
“green priest” and a 'cl'eputized
forest ra.nger was killed in an
ambush on Oct. 14, 1991 at Baran-
gay Gumoyoran in ‘Valencia,
Bukidnon. He said Satur’s mur-
der was hnked to the pr1ests
campaign agamst illegal logging.

/

‘He succeeded Bishop Juande
Dios Pueblos, who served from

1995 until his death on Oct. 21, : i
- 2017. Butuan's first brshop, ]
~ Carmelo Morelos, served the

diocese from 1967101994.

i Archb1shop Antonio Ledes-
ma of the Metropohtan Arch-
diocese of Cagayan de Oro
‘served as the apostohc adminis- .
trator of the Buman dio:ese A
ter Pueblos died. —erwIN MmAs-
CARINAS INQ
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15 more Sino

restos, stores

shut down

Paranaque mtensnﬁes crackdown on 1llegal establishments

By Dexter Cabalza
@dexcabalzalNQ
Fifteen more Chinese restau-
rants and stores have been pad-
locked in the past two days in
Paranaque as the local govern-
ment intensified its crackdown
on establishments operating il-
legally in the city.

This brought to 33 the num-
ber of Chinese-owned or -man-
aged establishments shuttered
by the city’s Business Permits
and Licensing Office (BPLO) since
June 20, which found them to be
operating without the necessary
business permits.

“Almost all of these business
‘establishments had no neces-
sary requirements from the city
government, local health office,
and even from the Bureau of
Fire Protection since they start-
ed their operation last year,”
said Melanie Soriano-Malaya,
BPLO chief.

They also violated city ordi-
nances on sanitation code and
septage management, and on
foreign signages. ;

A number of Chinese nation-
als were also working as cooks,
waitresses and staff personnel

{ without valid workmg permits
and visas.

On Wednesday. c:ty officials

led by Malaya served closure or-
ders to seven more businesses

registered to Chinese nationals

or hiring Chinese nationals for
blue-collar jobs in Bamngay
Tambo.

These are Zan Cuo Restaurant
(registered to Rex Sangga Dade-

- zon), Ja Borja Restaurant, Aimai

Minimart (owned by Jessica
Frias), Golden Spring Restaurant
(registered  to Wilbert Ong),
Guilin Noodle House (registered
to Sadie Wright), Nava Restau-
rant and Mountain Fire BBQ
Restaurant (owned by Regine
Umipig).

In nearby Barangay Baclaran,
two more Chinese-only estab-
lishments—All Things Super-
mart (owned by Robert Ong) and
Tengmeng Mini Mart (owned by
Lelybeth Buitizon)—were closed.

Tambo and Baclaran, situated
northwest of the city, are boom-
ing centers of operations of Pogo
(Philippine offshore gaming op-
erators) companies employing
Chinese nationals.

Also on Wednesday, the BP-
LO shut down six Chinese busi-
nesses inside the upscale Multi-
national Village of Barangay
Moonwalk.

These were Shangyin Restau-
rant (operated by James Wong),
YY Shabu Shabu and Grill (regis-

tered to Zhao Wie), Sticklove
Restaurant (registered to Maria
Luisa Timon), Parkson Mart (reg-
istered to Jackie Chan), LSSA En-
trance Food Mart (operated by
Carolyn Techeco), and All Things
Supermart (named to Robert
Ong).

Mayor Edwin Olivarez said
the operations were not meant to
single out Chmese establish-
ments.

“This will be a citywide crack-
down against erring foreign-
owned restaurants and stores.
Promise, no ningas kugon,” Oli-
varez said in a statement.

He also learned that the ma-
jority of the Chinese establish-

ments were using Filipino dum-

mies.

The mayor will summon the
chairs of three barangays—Jun
Zaide of Baclaran, Jennifer
Quizon of Tambo, and Roberto
Cruz Alano of Moonwalk—next

week to explain why the busi-

nesses were allowed to be put up.

“[Ilegal businesses] should be
stopped this early so this could
not spread to other barangays in
the city. They are paying zero
taxes to the city and [their pres-
ence] ... will not benefit the resi-
dents of Parafaque,” Olivarez
said. —wWITH A REPORT FROM AIZAM
UMAL INQ

S
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UpP sc.i-entiéts report poor condition of reefs in WPS

Marine scientists from the
University of the Philippines
have discovered the poor con-
dition of coral reefs in the West
Philippine Sea, highlighting
the need for better manage-
ment and conservation efforts
in the region.

Authored by scientists from
the UP Marine Science Institute
(MSI), the paper — published
this week in the Journal of the
Marine Biological Association of
the United Kingdom — revealed
that coral reefs in the West
Philippihe Sea have low abun-
dance and diversity of corals

and fish species.

It noted that deeper areas
of the reefs, which are pre-
sumed to be buffered from
disturbances, showed similar
composition to that of shallow
water reefs, suggesting that
these may also be vulnerable
to human activities.

“The West Philippine Sea
is a biodiversity hotspot and
known source of fish and cor-
als for reefs in surrounding
countries,” the MSI said in an
article published on the uni-
versity’s website.

“With the declining condi-
tion of reefs in the West Philip-
pine Sea, the abundance and

diversity of fish and corals in
other reefs could also be af-
fected. This calls for regional
efforts for better management
and conservation of the area,”
it added.

The study, which was con-
ducted last year, sampled the
habitat and abundance of fish in
deep coral reefs in Luzon Strait,
Palawan and fourislands on the
Kalayaan Group of Islands.

It aims to Erovide a clearer
picture of the biodiversity
in the deeper portions of the
West Philippine Sea, with the
researchers noting that most
biodiversity surveys in the
region are confined to shallow

water reefs.

“Fishing efforts may have
contributed to among-location
differences as the highly ex-
ploited location had the lowest
fish biomass,” read the paper.

“The results imply that
local-scale factors and anthro-

ogemnic disturbances prob-
ably dampen across-depth
structuring in coral genera
and fish species assemblages,”
it added.

The paper was authored by
UP scientists Timothy Joseph
Quimpo, Patrick Cabaitan,
Kevin Thomas Go, Edwin -
Dumalagan, Cesar Villanoy
and Fernando Siringan.
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GCash Forest eyes 365 thousand trees
planted in 365 days

Filipinos who want to contnbute to
environmental preservation can now
conveniently use aninnovative mobile

phone app to help planttrees and in-:
crease the Philippines’ forest cover.

GCash, is introducing a ‘‘green”
feature on the app called GCash For:
est, which/lets'subseribers plant virtual
trees that will have real-life counter-
parts. By the end of 365 days, GCash

" Forest.aims fo plant 365 thousand trees: -

with the help of GCash subscribers.

_biodiversity.

Accordlng to;the Department of

Environment and Natural Resources’

Forest Management Bureau (FMB),
the Philippines is losing 47,000 hect-
ares of forest cover every year. The
FMB also reported the need to reha-
bilitate 1.2 million hectares of forest
lands by 2022 to prevent landslfldes
ensure water avaﬂablhty, and presgarve

“GCash Forest is about mai{mg‘
it easmr, more convement and éven

rewarding for everyone to take care

of our environment for the benefit: of
future generations,” said Mynt CEO
Anthony Thomas:

To implement its tree-planting:

initiatives, GCash Forest partnered
with the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR), World
Wwildlife Fund (WWF) and The Biodiver-
sity Finance Initiative (BIOFIN). s

The DENR will provide land re-

‘sources in Ipo Watershed, an essential
component of the Angat-Umiray-Ipo

watersheds system supplying 98 per-
cent of Metro Manila’s water. WWEF
will be providing trees and manpower
while BIOFIN will provide expertlse on
momtormg

(From left) Chris Manguera, Mynt
Chief Marketing Officer and Head

of Marketing and App Product; Joel
Palma, World Wide Fund for Nature
(WWF) Philippines President and Chief

Executive Officer; Anthony Thomas, Mynt

President and Chief Executive Officer;

Titon Mitra, United Nations Development

Programme Resident Representative to

the Philippines; and Reyner Villasenor,

GCash Vice President for Corporate
Communications.

.
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Nestlé, Valenzuela City launch May Balik sa Plastik!

NESTLE Philippines, the city
government of Valuenzuela, the
Department of Education in the
city and Green Antz Builders Inc.
launched last June 10 a city-wide
pilot program to recover waste
laminates such as post-consumer
sachets and used beverage cartons.

Dubbed May Balik! Sa Plastik!,
the program aims to decrease
the amount of waste laminates
and used beverage cartons in the
Valenzuela landfill and transfer
station by sorting and collecting
them for recycling or upcycling,
or co-processing in cement kilns.

The program is the first city-
specific residual waste collection
program by Nestle Philippines and
is the first program of its kind in
the country involving an entire city
in the recovery of waste laminates
and used beverage cartons.

The program’s three components
arer: public school-based collec-
tion of waste laminates and used

beverage cartons; barangay-based
collection of waste laminates and
used beverage cattons; and informa-
tion, education and communication
(IEC) activities to drive awareness
and behavior change.

Incentives for participating in
the program are given to public
school students who will be eligible
to participate in weekly raffles with
gift checks as prizes; and another
for city street sweepers who will
receive Nestlé products.

Green Antz, an innovative so-
cial enterprise that manufactures
alternative construction matetials
such as eco-bricks incorporating
waste plastic laminates, will collect
the plastic wastes from the schools
and barangays. A portion of the
wastes will be used by Green Antz
in its eco-brick hubs while the bulk
will go to Republic Cement for
co-processing in its cement kilns.
Nestlé has entered into a separate
agreement with Republic Cement

Community effort. Valenzuela City residents learn more about the campaign dur-

ing the program'’s launch.

for the co-processing of qualified
wastes.

DepEd Valenzuela wilt assign
and gather coordinatots per school
to train them. The coordinators
will then cascade the program.

In Valenzuela, the residuals such

as laminates, which currently have
no value, ate hauled to a land-
fill. May Balik! Sa Plastik!, to be
managed by the city government’s
Public Sanitation and Cleanliness
Group, will impart value to such
wastes.
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Save Manila Bay efforts
get boost thru Clean-Up run

EFFORTS to save Manila Bay con- .

tinue to get a big boost as Olympic
Village outlets at Robinsons Fo-
tum, Festival Mall, and Farmers
Plaza, as well as the registration
center at the MBC-DZRH lobby
in Pasay City, open their offices
for registration for the Manila Bay
Clean-Up Runon July 7.
Open to all interested participants

in the men’s and women’s divisions, -

the event will feature races in the 3K,
5K, 10K, and 21K divisions.

The event, a project of Manila
Broadcasting Company and Star
City, is meant to support efforts to
clean marine and coastal resources
under the umbrella program of
Land Bank and various establish-
ments along Manila Bay which

SAVE

comprise the Sunset Partnership.
Since 2011, funds generated
by the fun run have been used to
institute systematic long-term solu-
tions to environmental sanitation
problems besetting the country’s
coastal resources and tributaries
The Manila Bay Clean-up Run is

the prelude to the 80th anniversary

celebration of MBC’s flagship ra-
dio station DZRH, the Philippines’
oldest surviving radio network.
For inquiries, log onto the official
Facebook page of the Manila Bay

Clean-Up Run, or call Runners

Link at 0926-2052787.

See SAVE > Page C2
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: othEr Earth is a :
: flection of humanity
. consciousness — abé’th

ourselves and our common home.
What is our consciousness about
nature? How do we feel about the
enwronment" 5

“The Carl Jung C1rcle Center i
(CICC) is concerned yn h g ;

person’s psyche and sou
wholeness of who we are. I
appreciation of our deep self we

find our connection with nature,”

‘explained Rose Marie Yenko,
CJCC chair emeritus, a clinical
psychologist and organizational
development expert.

. Thus, we focus on dimensions
of caring for the earth as the Fili-

pino’s “kapwa” (fellow-creature)

and as a way of caring for one’s self
at a conference on July 13 at the
Ateneo Rockwell Auditorium. (To
attend the conference, register at
jungphilippines@yahoo.com.)

The climate crisis is happen-
ing. There will be an expected
rise in the world’s temperature of
1.5° Centigrade by 2030. This in-
crease will have a devastating ef-
fect on life. So far, there has been
an increase of 1.15° C (in 2016)
above the average temperature
0f 1850-1900. We already feel the
heatin our daily lives. We see data
and pictures about the warming
of the oceans, the bleaching and
dying of coral reefs, the melting
of the glaciers, the floods and
droughts, the increase in climate-
induced poverty.

A multi-disciplinary array of
speakers will be at the confer-
ence, called “Earthis Our Kapwa.”

“[Kapwa] is a deep Filipino
word that says that you and I are
connected, that I recognize and
respect you as a person, equal to
my ‘human-ness,” across differ-
ences of race, status, gender, posi-
tion, faith,” said Ms. Yenko.

at

BEYOND BRUSHSTROKES

MARIA VICTORIA RUFIND

1...-.-

“Bemg a kapwa means that | accord you respect Thus ‘Earth
is Our Kapwa’ wishes to convey that humanity and the earth
are connected, and we treat the earth with respect,”

Conference looks
;C;.__,_-’_ atlng the |
Earth as our kapwa

“Being a kapwa means that T
accord you respect.. .Thus, ‘Earth
is Our Kapwa' wishes to convey
that humanity and the earth are
connected, and we treat the earth
with respect,” she added.

Kathrin de Guia, in her book,
Kapwa, the Selfin the other, writes

“about Ver Enriquez’s work where
“kapwa” is the Filipino’s core
value of embracing a concept of
a shared life where “respect and
consideration for the other is ex-
tended to all beings.” These are
the animals, plants, trees, springs,
rocks, the living planet and the
spirit worlds.

“The conference focuses on

' the vital connections of the Fili-
pino to his roots, with its myriad
aspects, to draw attention to the

_‘web.pflns nourishment and sur-

vival ﬁlmd today’s challenges,
said Ms Yenko.

There wﬂ] be an overview of

‘the chmate change realities.

Briony Eales, environmental

_ and climate law consultant tack-
L _'les “Our Planet is suffering: The
C'hmate Crisis.” “Climate change
s here and it could lead to the col-
lapse of civilizations and extinc-
tion of much of the natural world.
- Whatis causing climate change in

B Darwin Flores, Trek Convenor
éj Palanan Co Sierra Madre Trek,
: pre,sédts “A Great Forest in the
' Sierra Madre” talk on the great
forest in the Sierra Madre and
;ovxdES updatqs on advocacy
work for%é Marikina Watershed
to help ensure water for Metro
Manila in the coming decades.
Mr. Flores is Smart Communica-
tions Inc. vice-president for com-
munity partnerships.

soul,” she said.

i;=‘fMeanWhile, Dr. Rene Sam-

. aniego, Secretary for Education

‘and Training of the ASEAN
Federation of Psychiatric As-
sociations, will cover historical
constructs, current conditions,
and future directions of our
country’s mental health as appre-

ciated from the paradigm of the
'_-;thpmo psyche. “As the psyche

is essentially soul, the discourse
will further explore the timeless
link between these vital strands,
generating reflection and mind-

. ful connection of our endless pre-

occupation with the ‘externals’
(entertainment, politics, and the
weather) and how these are un-
consciously played out from both
our individual and collective life

- force,” he said.

Charo Santos-Concio, multi-
awarded actress and former

. CEO of ABS-CBN, shares her

insights on the themes on the
Filipino man, woman, and fam-
ily that have emerged across 28
years of the TV drama anthol-
ogy Maalala Mo Kaya which
she hosts. She will share life les-
sons learned in the field, with a
unique perspective.

Acclaimed stage performer
Monique Wilson’s talk is on
harnessing women’s energies
for change. She is executive di-
rector of the organization One
Billion Rising. .- ey

Clinical psycholog:st and
CJCC chairperson Dr. Ma. Te-

| resa Gustilo-Villasor will talk on
| “Gritin the Filipino Soul.” Recent

Western research has zeroed in
on “grit [as being] predictive of

| academic, work and life successes
' and how the Western concept of

grit is reflected in the Filipino

Meanwhile, Beth Morales, a
Jungian sand play therapist,
presents “soul metrics.” Johanna
Garcia, alternative healer, health
coach, and founder of Real Girl
Toy Kitchen Foods, will talk about
“Starting a Conversation: On Soul
Metrics.” '

The finale song of the confer-
ence is from of the CJCC-pro-
duced play Halo-Halo Tayo: The
Delicious and Colorfully Complex
Filipino Soul. The play, directed
by educator and CJCC vice-
president Sonia Roco and written
by Ruby Villavicencio Paurom,
is anchored on the psychology
framework developed by Ms.
Yenko, entitled “Gifts in the Fili-
pino Psyche.”

Sarah Queblatin, co-founder
and executive director of Green
ReleafInitiative, will talk on “Soil,
Soul, Story,” on the experience of
building regenerative communi-
ties in the field.

How can we restore wholeness
in ecosystems in need of collec-
tive healing?

“Through creative tools in
documenting local biodiversity
and indigenous earth wisdom
as living art and maps, we
identify the potential for food |
security, livelihoods, disaster
risk reduction, and ecosystem
restoration,” she said.

The conference will be a
learning inspiring experience
that should teach us to be more
mindful about our behavior and
the environment. g

MARIA VICTORIA RUFINO
is an artist, writer and
businesswoman. She is
president and executive
producer of Maverick
Productions.
mavrufino
@gmall com




STRATEGIC
& COMMUNICATION

weatmomperttisiisnd  INITIATIVES
w
SERVICE .m‘;;a s

“"‘" ”gewl - hxﬂ\mﬂﬁ»

TITLE : PAGE 1/

=

UPPER

LOWER

PAGE | BANNER  EDITORIAL CARTOON
STORY STORY

28 JUN 2019

DATE

S T
S e e

EROM OUR
che;aow rr Pmmwre emm-llLUREN'

J

WE DONT INHERIT THE EARTH
ANCESTORS,

.
J

L EDITO RIAL

‘Ea



STRATEGIC ity
PPER PAGE1 BANNER  ED IAL CARTOON

COMMUN]CAT-IC;N X N ; @’ ] STORY STORY |
ce e Manila Thmes =0 = =7

SERVICE

- s
TITLE: e | PAGE 1/ DATE




