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Study: ‘Corals still thriving
in Mamla Bay; three things
needed to bring murky bay to life

| /| By ELLALYN DE VERA-RUIZ

The Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) has
released the results of the vulner-
ability assessment for the Manila Bay
rehabilitation project, which identified
areas where the government and other
stakeholders could work on.

The study highlighted that to ensure
the success of the efforts to rehabilitate
the heavily polluted Manila Bay, there
is a need to intensify solid waste man-
agement program, implement stricter
monitoring of polluting industries, and
reforest watershed and mangrove
areas.

DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu said
the study, which was conducted by its
Ecosystems Research and Develop-
ment Bureau (ERDB), will help stake-
holders to “address the gargantuan
task at hand more efficiently and ef-
fectively.”

“We at the DENR believe that by
investing in studies such as this, we
would be able to find better solutions in
solving not only the problem in Manila
Bay, but also other issues wnthm our
mandate,” Cimatu said.

ERDB supervising science re-

search specialist Jose Isidro Michael |

Padin presented the results of
the Manila Bay Vulnerability »9
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Assessnient durmg ERDB’s Annual
Technical Seminar. =~ -

Speaking on behalf of pro;ect team
leader Dr. Carmelita Villamor, Padin
. suggested the establishment of more

materials recovery facilities (MRFs) in

~ three regions covering Manila Bay for

proper management of solid waste.

Republic Act 9003 (Ecological Solid

Waste Management Act of 2000) states

' that MRF's shall be designed to receive,

sort, process and store compostable and

recyclable material efficiently and in an
environmentally sound manner.

- “Government agencies must uphold

- stricter nnplementaﬂon of solid waste

management programs not just in the

coastal areas of the bay, but for the

entire Manila Bay watershed as there

P—

41

is little or no active public participation
in source reduction and segregation ac-
tivities among local government units,”
Padin pointed out.

He said that industries and com-
mercial establishments must be moni-
tored regularly for their compliance to
existing Iaws:oq the release of effluent
waste. '

Lﬁécoral cover

Atthesame time, ] Padinunderséor;sd

the need to focus on the remaining eco-
systems, particularly on the. western
edge of the bay, through reforestation.
“Reforestation of abandoned fish-
ponds and sparselyvegetated mangmve
forest can be done, alongside proper
maintenance and protection of remain-
ing mangrove stands,” he explained

“Reforestation alongside infra-
structure development for disaster risk
reduction and management is needed to
protect the climate vulnerable commu-
nities from flooding and storm surges,”
he added. -

It was also the ERDB, the DENR’s

‘research arm, which discovered that

many of the coral ecosystems in the Ma-
nila Bay region are still thriving despite
environmental and human pressures.

Coral cover is found in Maragondon
and Ternate in Cavite province, and in
the islands of Corregidor and Caballo.
. Cimatu said the discovery of live
coral cover within the waters of Manila
Bay buoyed hopes that the polluted
water body could still be restored to its
pristine condition. ;

Itis giving the government and oth-
er stakeholders more reason to proceed
w1th the rehabmtahon, he added.



o«
Q STRATEGIC
& COMMUNICATION
emsmpesnsisesad  |NTTIATIVES
e L

"

TITLE::

=l |

1

UPPEI PAGE l BANNER
STORY STORY

286 JUN 2019

lOWEF(

EDITORIAL  CARTOOMN

DATE

PAGE 1/

) PR : e[

. ¥

‘Bay rehab'ass'es's;'hent
resultissued

THE Department of Environment and
Natural Resources has disclosed the
results of the vulnerability assessment
on the rehabilitation of Manila Bay.

Secretary Roy Cimatu said the
study was able to identify some areas
where . the government and other
stakeholders could work on insofar as
the rehabilitation effort is concerned.

The study was conducted by the
DENR’s Ecosystems Research and
Development Bureau would help
stakeholders to “addr&ss the gargantuan
task at hand more eﬂiclently and
effectively.”

“We at the DENR believe that by.

investing in studies such as this, we
would be able to find better solutions in
solving-not only the problem in Manila
Bay, but also other issues within our
mandate,” Cimatu said.

ERDB science research

specialist Jose Isidro Michael Padin

presented the results of the Manila
‘Bay vulnerability assessment during

the bureau’s first-ever annual technical

seminar last June 17.

Among the recommendations were
the adoption of an intensified solid
waste management program, stricter
menitoring . of polluting industries,
and reforestation of watershed and
mangrove areas to ensure the success

 of the efforts to rehabilitate the heavily

polluted Manila Bay.
- Padin echoed the suggestion of the

project team leader—Dr. Carmelita

Villamor—to  establish  more
materials recovery facilities in three
regions covering Manila Bay for
proper management of solid waste.
Rio N. Araja
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VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENTNG
MANILA BRY REHAB, INILABAS NG DENR

NAGPALABAS ng
vulnerability — assess-

ment ang Department

of Environment and
Natural Resources
(DENR) kaugnay ng
Manila Bay rehabili-
tation.

Ito ay upang ma-
ging matagumpay ang
isinasagawang rehabili-
tasyon sa Manila Bay na
kinakailangang palaka-
sin ang pagpapatupad
ng solid waste manage-
ment program, higpitan
ang pagbabantay sa mga
pabrikang nagtatapon
ng dumi sa tubig at ang
pagkakaroon ng refor-
estation ng watershed at
mangroye areas.

Ayon kay Environ-
ment Secretary Roy
Cimatu, sa pamamagi-
tan ng isinagawang
pag-aaral ay madaling
matutukoy ng gobyerno
at ng iba pang stake-
holders ang mga dapat
tutukan sa isinasaga-
wang rehabilitasyon.

Sa pag-aaral na ito
na pinangunahan ng

Ecosystems Research
and Development Bu-
reau (ERDB) ng DENR,
agad matutukoy kung
ano ang mga dapat
gawin para sa rehabili-
tasyon ng Manila Bay.

“We at the DENR
believe that by invest-
ing in studies such as
this, we would be able
to find better solutions
in solving not only the
problem in Manila Bay,
but also other issues
within our mandate,”
saad ni Cimatu.

Ibinahagi ni ERDB
supervising science re-
search specialist Jose
Isidro Michael Padin
ang resulta ng Manila
Bay Vulnerability As-
sessment sa  ginanap
na kauna-unahang An-
nual Technical Seminar
ng ahensiya na idinaos
noong Hunyo 17.

Ayon kay Padin,
naging tagapagsalita ng
kanilang team
na si Dr. Carmelita Vil-
lamor, kinakailangang
magkaroon ng mas

leader

maraming materials re-
covery facilities (MRFs)
sa tatlong rehiyon na
nakasasakop sa Manila
Bay para sa tamang pag-
tatapon ng basura.

“Government agen- -

cies must uphold stricter
implementation of solid
waste management pro-
grams not just in the
coastal areas of the bay,
but for the entire Ma-
nila Bay watershed as
there is little or no ac-
tive public participation
in source reduction and
segregation  activities
among ldcal govern-
ment units,” pagdidiin
pa ni Padin.

Aniya, kinakai-
langang palaging ban-

tayan ang mga indus-
and commercial

trial
establishments  upang
matiyak na sumusunod
ang mga ito sa umii-
ral na batas tungkol sa
t;mang pagtatapon ng

Idinagdag pa nito na
kailangang tutukan ang
natitirang  ecosystems

partikular ang sa kanlu-
rang bahagi ng Manila
Bay sa pamamagitan ng
reforestation.

- “Reforestation  of
abandoned  fishponds
and sparsely vegetated
mangrove forest can be
done, alongside proper
maintenance and protec-
tion of remaining man-
grove stands,” dagdag
pa ni Padin.

Kamakailan ay
natuklasan ng ERDB na
karamihan sa coral eco-
‘systems sa Manila Bay
region ay buhay pa sa
kabila ng environmental
and human pressures.

Karamihan sa na-

tagpuang coral ay nasa
Maragondon at Ternate
sa Cavite at sa mga isla
ng Corregidor at Ca-
ballo;#essin

Sinabi naman ni
Cimatu na malaki ang
pag-asa na maibalik sa
dati ang ganda at linis
ng Manila Bay dahil sa
natuklasang live coral
cover. BENEDICT

-~ ABAYGAR, JR.

-
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- Angai_—])am water level dips further;
review of July domestic allocations eyed

By ELLALYN DE VERA'RUIZ |

The water level at Angat Dam
further declined on Tuesday, amid a
prevailing low-pressure area (LPA) east
of the country.

Based on the monitoring of the

Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical,
and Astronomical Services Adminis-
tration (PAGASA), Angat Dam’s water
level was further down past its critical
level at 158.77 meters as of Tuesday
morning.

This is 0.32 meters lower than last

Monday’s 159.09 meters. Angat Dam's
normal high water level during the
rainy season-is between 210 and 212
meters.

National Water Resources Board
(NWRB) Executive Director
Executive Director Sevillo David b‘g

3 f’fff i ﬂWﬁ#” Dm ronr |

WATER CRISIS HEARING - Manlla Water President and CEO Fernando dela Cruz (right) and Maynilad Presldent and CEO Ramoncito
Saldua Fernandez testify during a hearing on the Metro Manila water problem by House Committee on Public Works and Highways .
Tuesday. (Mark Balmores)
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Angat Dam water...

Jr. said that if there is no significant
rainfall in the Angat Dam watershed,
“its current level might be lower than
the record low of 2010 by end of this
week.”

During a strong El Nifo event in
2010, water level at Angat Dam declined
to its lowest level so far in history at
157.56 meters on July 18, 2010.

“We will have toreview the decline
with PAGASA's climate projections and
decide on next allocations particularly
for July,” David said.

The current water allocation for
domestic supply is 36 cubic meters
per second, down from 40 cms since
the Angat Dam breached its 160-meter

41

critical level last June 22.
Water concessionaires had earlier

pointed out that the 4 cms additional’

reduction in water allocation is already
equivalent to the consumption of almost
700,000 consumers per day. .

Amid the dwindling water level at
Angat Dam, an LPA estimated at 450
kilometers east of Aparri, Cagayan, has
a high chance of developing into a tropi-
cal depression within 48 hours.

Should the LPA intensify into a
tropical depression, it will be given a
local name “Dodong.”

Although the weather disturbance is
less likely to make landfall in the Philip-
pines, PAGASA weather specialist Ezra

Bulquerin said the southwest monsoon
will bring cloudy skies with scattered
rain showers and thunderstorms over
Metro Manila, Ilocos Norte, Ilocos Sur;
La Union, Pangasinan, Cavite, Laguna,
Batangas, Rizal, Quezon, Oriental Min-
doro, 0001dental Mindoro, Marinduque,
Romblon, Palawan, Aklan, Antique,
Negros Ocmdental Capxz Gulmaras,
Tloilo, Zambales, and Bataan.

Meanwhile, the rest of the country
will experience partly cloudy to cloudy
skies with isolated rain showers due to
localized thunderstorms.

Bulquerin warned the public that
rains, especially during severe thun-
derstorms could trigger possible flash
floods or landslides over low- -lying
and mountainous areas in the entlre
archipelago.
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Water from nearby provinces

eyed to fill Metro needs -

By DJ Yap, Julie M. Aurelio
and Marlon Ramos
@Team_Inquirer

Congress and the Duterte ad-
ministration are studying all
possible solutions to the water

crisis in the national capital, in-

cluding drawing from the re-
serve of nearby provinces, cre-

ating a new water department

- and returning state control over
water distribution in the spraw-
ling metropolis.

Acting Administrator Jeci
Lapus of the Local Water Utili-
ties' Administration proposed
getting water from Bulacan,
Cavite and Laguna provinces
‘as a “short-term solution” dur-
ing Tuesday's hearing con-
ducted by a House oversight
panel

“The only problem is how to
transport the water,” Lapus said.

‘ The joint hearing held by the

House committees on Metro
Manila development and public
works tackled the monthslong
water shortage that was expect-
ed to persist well into the mon-
S00N season.

Lapus said the Metropohtan
Waterworks and Sewerage Sys-
tem, through its two conces-
sionaires, Manila Water Co. Inc.
and Maynilad Water Services
Inc., could “touch base” with the
water districts of nearby pro-
vinces to provide some of the
Metro's water needs.

He noted, however, that
Metro Manila had a much big-

e e, A b L —— -
WATER CRISIS Reynaldo Velasco, administrator of the Manila
Waterworks and Sewerage System, stands up to stress a point
during a House oversight committee hearing on Tuesday on the
monthslong water shortage in the national capital. The
committee received a proposal to get emergency supply from the
nearby provinces of Bulacan, Cavite and Laguna. —JoAN BONDOC

ger consumer base of 2 million
households.
"Laguna, Cavite and Bulacan

have only about 950,000 house-

holds so if we succeed in getting
supply, it will be only for a half
or a third of the needs of the

_city,” Lapus said.

Executives of the two con-
cessionaires said they were
open to the proposal.

“Manila  Water welcomes
any additional supply to support -

the supply deficit ... We support
any plan to give us more water,”
said Ferdinand dela Cruz, Manila

- Water president and CEO.

Ramoncito Fernandez, May-
nilad president and CEO, also
welcomed the supply boost but
said the services of local water

districts “are not so good.” He
did notelaborate.

Lapus raised the pOSSlblllty
of a more permanent solution,

such as the proposal of Speaker

Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo to
create a department of water.

Each of the country's 32 wa-
ter agencies “have their own
minds,” he said. When a crisis -
erupts, they respond with “scat-
tered actions,” he added.

‘Department of water

“This situation can be im-
proved with the integration of
all water agencies in one de-

Jpartment of water,” Lapus said.

Incoming Sen. Francis To-
lentino also backed the creation
of such a department, saying he

-

N
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: had pushed for it since he start-
ed campaigning for the Senate.

It would have supervision
over all water utilities being

managed by local govemments ;

he told reporters. .
“It’s/ about time we [had] a

department of water to synchro- -
‘mize all the functions of [state
- agencies] and as oversight onthe
[private water concessionaires],”
'said Tolentino, a former chair of |
‘the Metr01i011tan Manila Devel-

opment A’uthorlty and pre-
sidential political adviser.

He di‘sr"mssed notions that the
ent would only add
‘another bqreaucratlc layer in
solving the water. supply prob-
lem, “You are just mtegraung [the ¢
government agencies],” he said.

new depa

An‘gat Dam, whlch supphes nearly'éll of Metro_ A

ter needs, is fast drymg up with its water level
low the crltlcal level of 160 meters over the
 weekend. Heavy rains that flooded the metropolis in recent
days did not fall over the dam and its surround |ngs Photo taken
on Tuesday. —GRIGC. MONTEGRANDE ¢

‘clean water

ol

“It’ [will impro'vé] coordina-

" tion so that only one agency will'

be in charge and have control of

.the operations and mainte-

ﬁance of water dams and river
systems so that we ‘will have
: [even]
provinces,” Tolentino said. ' 0

s heod obt

Bato’sinput

ing desalination technology,

which is being used by Israel, to .

produr:e potable water.

“I don’t know how expensive

that technology is, but maybe

- we can do it,” said Dela Rosa, a
former chief of the Phlhppme'
‘Natlonal Pohce

é\f#.'r

in ~ the

 Another senator-elect, Ro-
nald “Bato” dela Rosa, said the
‘government might consider us-

At Malacafiang, presidential
spokesperson Salvador Panelo

said the admmlstranon ‘was !
open to a propfésal by Bayan

Muna chair Neri Colmenares to
take back contrgi over water

'supply and distribution from

the private concessionaires.

N ";*We are s smgyglg veryttung

ood for our

countrymen All of that is in-
2 cluded in pur careful. study,”
_ Panelo saidina press briefing,

Colmenares has said the

government could do a better-
' job at distributing w'ate
' Maynilad and Manila

" which have come under

the water criswthls year :

A New Angat low Iooms
~ The Palace assured the pub-
lic that the government was do-

'ing everything ns could to s,,olve

the problem.
“This is why we are studymg

"‘all possible remedies to solve

the problem,” Panelo said.
- At the House hearing, Na-

‘tional Water Resources Board
‘Executive

Director  Sevillo
David warned that the water in
Angat Dam nnght drop to its
lowest level of : [ 157 meters again
by weekend because of alack of
rain to replenish the stock.

" The water in the dam, which
supplies about 97 percent of
Metro Manila’s requirements, last
went down to thatlevel in 2010.

Dawd noted that water from
recent downpours had not
reached the dam. 'INQ

—
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Sumag River in Quezon eyed as next potential
water-supply source for ‘thirsty’ Metro Manila

BY JovEE MARIE N. DELA CrUZ
¥ @joveemarie

T O address water shortage in Metro
Manila and nearby provinces, Que-
zon province, a potential source of
water, will propose to President Duterte the
resumption oftheconstruction of the Sumag
River Diversion Project.

In an interview following a House
oversight hearing on water short-
age, Minority Leader and incoming
Quezon province Gov. Danilo Suarez
said the province is willing to fund
the project, which may cost around
P1 billion.

According to Suarez, Quezon prov-
ince provided additional supply in times
of shortage since the term of President
Benigno Aquino III.

“The province has the money to fund

the project [and] several contractors in
the province have committed...[to] build
the tunnel,” he said.

Suarez said if the construction resumes
now, the diversion tunnel will be finished in
just one and half years.

According to Suarez, the Sumag River
Diversion Project shall supplement the
water coming from Umiray River going to
the Angat Reservoir. It is expected to pro-
vide Angat Dam 1.8 million liters per day
of water.

The lawmaker said construction of the
Sumag River Diversion Project in Quezon
was halted in 2016 because of an accident
that took the lives of six individuals who
were working on the project.

Moroever, Suarez said, the proposal
is now with the provincial government
of Quezon.

“This Sumag Project will be part
of my talking points with President
Duterte, I will bring the proposal to
him,” he added.

“We recommend revisiting the ben-
efits of this project, which was stalled
back in 2016. Of course, the firm and
non-negotiable terms of this project
should also be revisited, to assure strict
and faithful compliance with the Con-
stitution, environment and safetylaws,”
Suarez added.

“No doubt, we need long-term solu-
tions and these solutions are right in
front of us. As a country surrounded by
bodies of water, however, we shall be a
living contradiction of this water short-
age continues,” he said. "

Short term

DURING the oversight hearmg, Local
Water Utilities Administrator (LWUA)
Jeci Lapus urged the water concession-
aires to seek additional water supply
from nearby provinces, such as Laguna,
Cavite and Bulacan as part of the short-
term solutxons

For his part, Manila Water Presi-
dent and Chief Executive Officer Fer-
dinand dela Cruz said the water firm
will support any additional supply to
address the deficit in Angat Dam. His
counterpart at Maynilad, Ramoncito
Fernandez, said he will also support
the proposal.

Lapus then raised that a short-term solu-
tion could be to direct the water districts in
the country to apportion their resources to
the affected areas.

Lapus, however, noted that the major
concern would be the actual transportation
of water supply.

Meanwhile, dela Cruz vowed to help the
governmentinlooking forways to transport
water to Metro Manila.

In the meantime, LIWUAhasalreadybeen
closely coordinatingwith the water districts,
according to Lapus.

Dela Cruz also reported that the cur-
rent rotational water interruption had
already been shortened from 23 hours to
16 hours per day.

Manila Water is able to supply 135 to

- 140 million liters per day to its consumers

in Manila.

The leadership of the lower chamber
called for a special committee meeting
on Tuesday to look into the ongoing wa-
ter crisis in Metro Manila as the Angat
Dam drops below its 160-meter critical
water level.

Department of Water

MEANWHILE, Speaker Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo said she will endorse to the 18th
Congress the proposed creation of a Depart-
ment:of Water as long—term solution to the
water shortage.

Arroyo, theauthor of House Bill 8068,
isseeking to establish the Department of
Water, Irrigation, Sewage and Sanitation
Resource Management, and is pushing

- the passage of the measure as a long-

term solution to the water shortage.
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MAY kakulangan
umano ang nakaraang
administrasyon kaya
mayroong problema sa
suplay ng tubig sa
Metro Manila.

Sa joint hearing ng
House Committees on
Public Works and
Highways at on Envi-
ronment and Natural
Resources, ipinaliwanag
ni Metropolitan Water-
works and Sewerage
System Administrator
Reynaldo Velasco na
noon pang 2012 nata-
pos ang master plan
para madagdagan ang
suplay ng tubig subalit

wala umanong ginawa
ang nakaraang admin-
istrasyon.

Nagtanong si Que-
zon City Rep. Winston
Castelo kaugnay sa pag-
papagawa ng Kaliwa
dam na gagamitin para
madagdagan ang suplay
ng tubig sa Metro
Manila.

“Do you think that
it is safe to assume that
had the past adminis-
tration not been remiss
on their duty to roll out
the Kaliwa Dam, we
would not have experi-
enced this water crisis
right now?” ani Castelo.

PNoy administration sinisi sa water crisis

Positibo naman ang
naging tugon ni Velas-
co. &3
Isinulong naman ni
Speaker Gloria Maca-
pagal Arroyo ang
panukala na itayo ng
Department of Water,
Irrigation, Sewage and
Sanitation Resource
Management upang
matutukan ang pagha-

" hanap ng sapat na su-

play ng tubig.
Sinabi ni Arroyo na
ang susunod na Kon-

greso na ang bahalang

magpasa ng
panukalang ito.—Leif-
billy Begas
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- "MAGTIPID SA TUBIG
KARIT 'I'AG-IIIJIH NAI"

HINILING ng Department of
Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) sa mga re-
sidente ng Metro Manila na
patuloy na magtipid sa pag-

gamit ng ﬁ,ug kahit na nag- -
simula na ang rainy season

upang maiwasan ang patuloy
na pagbaba ng level ng tubig

‘nefitfrom the rains falling out-
side ts watershed if these are
collected for non-essential
uses such as for car washing
and flushing of toilets," sabi ni
DENR Secretary Roy A. Ci-
mm_

Ang panawagang to ng

DENR ay dahil na rin sa kaku-
langan ng ulan na narara-

nasan sa 62,300-hectare

Angat Watershed Reservation
‘bagama't nakararanas na ng
.malalakas na buhos ng ulan
angmga naninirahan sa Metro
Manila. '

: ‘Aym%aycm.sas{m— '
pleng pagtitipid ng tubig ay
-ang maitutulong -

malaki
upang mabawasan ang de-
mandsamgnalanmmxasa

*Angat Dam can still be-

AngtublgsaAngatDam
na siyang nagsusuplay sa 96
percent ng mga residente sa

Metro Manila, ay nagmumula

sa watershed's river basin sa
mga lugar ng Dofia Remedios
Trinidad, Norzagaray at San
Jose del Monte sa Bulacan.
"We can reduce water

wastage by using only what

is required. We can also col-
lect and reuse rainwater,"
_dagdag pa ni Cimatu.

Aniya, ang kakulangan ng
ulan sa Angat watershed ay
dahil na rin sa "monsoon

- breaks" na base narin sa pali-

wanag ng PAGASA ay ang

hindi pag-ulan ng ilang araw o
linggo dahil narin sa nagba-
bagong klima,

Hinikayat din ng DENR

chief ang mga local govem-

ment nits (LGUs) sa 3 Mot

Manila na magpasa ng ordin-
ansa sa kanilang lugarna nag-
aatas sa mga residente na
patuloy na magtipid ng tubig.

"It is high time that the
LGUspasordnancesgeared
at water conservation to pre-

ANG

INYONG

EJ:’\GI&UD

vent the water problem from'
worsening,” sabi pa niCimatu.

Aniya, malaki ang positi-
bong epekto ng ganitong ord-
nansa sa water at food secu-
rity na Isinusulong ng mga
national agencies tulad ng
DENR, Department of Agricul-
ture (DA), National Water Re-

sources Board (NWRB) at

National lrrigaﬂon Aumorﬂy
(NIA).
“The LGUs have proven

- themselves how pivotal they
are o the success of national

environmental programs like

the Boracay. and Manila Bay
= Mﬁmﬂm.'-dﬁgdagng Iﬂﬂ-

him.

are again being called upon to
take the challenge to lead their
constituents practice water
conservation. We should all
do our part.”

Ayon kay Dr. Sevillo Dav-
id, Jr. Executive Director ng

NWRB "Kahapon ng umaga -
(Hunyozs)aybumhamwl i

sa 158.77 meters ang tubig
sa Angat Dam, mas mababa.
pasa1.23 meters sa 160-meter

Aniya pa: "They (LGUs) '

n.mi{.om
cnthemIparasaahngdo—

mestic water supply*.
Huling naranasan ang
pagbaba sa 160-meter mark

* ng tubig sa Angat Dam noong

2010 kung saan ay pumalo
sa 157.57 meters ang water
level, ngunit sa taong ito,
kapag walang malakas na
ulan samay Angat Dam, mas
hihina ang supply ng tubig sa
mga kabahayan sa sustnod
na araw o linggo.

Sa ginanap napress brief-
ing, sinabi ni Executive Direc-
tor David na llalagay nila ¢ ang
dam sa Low Level Outlet
(LLO}modelambumabapa

sa 160-meter mark, kayana-

ngamahmmnngpagbw
bukasngbouundmnetng‘
dam. ;

Sinablpamto nagsaga

Wa na rin ng pag-aaral kung

saan ay mamawmg finisin

sa pamamagitan ng "treat-
ment*ng dalawang
cessimemnaMayﬁladatMa-
nila Water ang tubig kapag ini-
lagay sa L L.O mode ang dam
kaya't ligtas pa rin itong ma-
gagamit ng publiko.

————
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b AT - Administration (PAGASA)noong Huwebesngalas  klikasanay ayaw makisama sakanya.” Samakatwid,  Vietnam, binabanggaatpinalul
PAGTA‘.‘I.NAW nguma, angleveloantasngmb%saAngatDm .badyam;ztgyam,mpa@uamﬁnahgmmﬁ paolun‘:alabanagg‘ﬁe;r’n:]ﬁubog
- ay160.73 metro. Ayon sa National Water Resources tayoatiwasan ang labis na pagpapawis. : Mahigpit ang labanan sa
PANANAW Board (NWRB), kapag bumagsak panang mababasa Samantala, matindiraw ang pagdaramdamng S ip ng Kamara. Sa
Bert de Guzman 160 metroang tubigsa Angat Dam, babawasan paang mga Pilipinosa pagbangga ng Chinese vesselsa fishi PDP-Laban, ang partido ng ating

alokasyonng potable water samgaresidenteng  boat mangingisdang Hi Pangulo, tatlo
Mo Matiara i man g e e e e gglang Py nog o o e

e ) 2 concessionaires Palawan. Lalo raw nagalit puwesto—sina Marinduque Rep.
Tubig sa Angat ngMempohmw;mmmfewmgeSysm  mgaPinoy dahil hinditinulunganng Chiness vesse] Al Vel Do
D kritikal Wéﬂ;wﬁ%&ggﬁgﬂ% mwmﬁmyﬁwn& ubegm_si;ﬁng Pipiekep Haviakeon Sacesicivg
; naman oras, Butina t i ) at . Aureli

am, Kritika a I'lindjlr;igminymwalang%?&gatkmym xsang\‘}glehﬁnﬂe Ilzr%oat. SPTRpRiE m&: BT

milyun-milyong Pinoyang mangangamoyat ~ Sinabi ni Gregory Poli Asia Maritime Dalawa pang kongresista an
I@l;{]l(ALangsimwasyonngtubigsa Ang‘?t madadapasa dilim." Sabad niseniorjogger, umaasapa  Transparency Iniliatix (Al;h/l:ﬁ)nagt isang fellow sa nagaambmygftrgn sa puwesto &
na nagsnmxp]agr g mdgmm I na:mnangn&gPﬁaoysapagda!_zngatp:ngkakampnng Southeast Asia Program ng Centerfor Strategicand  sina Taguig City Rep. Alan Peter .
(potable water) samay 12 §milyongresidenteng ~ PAGBABAGO sa Duterte administrationsubalitang  International Studies (Gs),mg?ﬁ;ﬁagbmga Caye.-lalgxce}J Nacionalista Party at ’
o boatobi I."E’[ :

MetroManila. Ang damnawatershedriverbasin ~~ pagbabago ay kakulangan ng tubig, manipisna ~deputizesa daan-daang Romualdez

ayﬁmk;fnddkogﬁgggnngmba@ %mr%alﬁiﬂ;;b b : :'ngﬂfrl?agfogungﬂﬁa E&amsmﬂmmnamr:? o
ng Dona Remedios orzagaray at isip yataang matandang : hindiraw kumilosang Pilipinas, posib ing Speaker, i i 4 i
Josedl Mot TR g Hind e g e madhen e B e B Rl

(e 4 1aman| jon  maulitangpa atpagpapalubogsamgafishing  Duterte o ngkanyang matapang na anak na siD
Batay sa tala ng ppine Atmospheric, Vm‘lgpagsﬂpotngEINm.Gtslnn_garliPmaDi:guﬂg - boatngmga Pinoy, tulad ng nangyarisa F/B Gem-Ver City Mayor M%imsa 1
Geophysical and Astronomical Services  bigyang-ginhawa ang mga Pinoy, pero pati ang 1.Ginawana rin daw ito ng China sa mga bangkang angbabasbasan nina PRRD atInday Sara?
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Lalo pang bumaba ang antas
ng tubig sa Angat Dam kahapon, sa
kabilanglow pressure area (LPA) sa
silangang bahagi ng bansa na malaki
ang posibilidad na maging bagyo.

Sa monitoring ng Philippine
Atmospheric, Geophysical and
Astronomical Services Administration
(PAGASA) kahapon ng umaga,
patuloy na bumababa ang tubig sa
Angat Dam, na lampas na sa critical
level sa158.77 metero. :

Ito ay 0.32 metrong mas mababa
kumpara noong Lunes, na nasukat
sa 159.09 metro. Nasa 210-212 metro
ang normal level sa dam tuwing tag—
ulan.

Ayon kay National Water
Resources Board (NWRB) Executive
Director Executive Director Sevillo
David Jr., kung walang pag-ulan
na mararanasan sa Angat Dam
watershed, “its current level might
be lower than the record low of 2010

Angat Dam, sasadsad sapinakamababa

Ni ELLALYN DE VERA-RUIZ

Nasa 36 cubic meters per second ang
kasalukuyang water allocation para sa
domestic suiply;mu]a sa dating 40 cms
simulanang bumabasa 160-meter critical
level ang tubig sa dam nitong Sabado.
Samantala, sa kabila ng problema sa
tubi sa AngatDam,lsangT_PA nanasa
450 kilometro sa silangan ng Aparri,
Cagayan ang may tiyansa
namaging bagyo saloobng48 oras, at
tamwagmg ‘Dodong’.
thindi inaasahang magla-
}andf sa bansa, sinabi ni PAGASA
weather specialist Ezra Bulquerin na

magdadala ang southwest monsoon
Eﬁﬂ:ﬂap na papawirin at mga pag-
sa bahagi ng Metro Manila, llocos
Norte, llocos Sur, La Union, Pangasinan,
Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, Rizal, Quezon,
Oriental Mindoro, Occidental Mindoro,
Marinduque, Romblon, Palawan, Aklan,
Antique, Negros Occidental, Capiz,
Guimaras, Iloilo, Zambales, at Bataan.
Habang ang natitirang bahag1
ngbansa ay makararanas ng maulap
hanggang sa maulap na papawirin

na may pag-ulan dulot ng localized

thunderstorms.

by end of this wi

P A

EDITORIAL  CARTOC
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'ROWENA DEL PRADO - Editor

‘Nina GEMMA GARCIA at ANGIE DELA CRUZ

Handang ‘mag-igib”
ang mga water conces-
sionaire na Maynilad at
Manila Water mula sa
mga water district sa ka-
lapit na mga lalawigan
upang makatulong sa

'kapos na suplay ng tubig

sa Metro Manila.

Sa joint commlttees
on Public Works and
Highways at Natural Re-
sources sa Kamara, sinabi
nina Maynilad President
Ramoncito Femandez at
Manila Water President
Ferdinand dela Cruz na
bukas silang pag-aralan
atisakatuparan ang nasa-
bing alternatibong

Sa ngayon, sinabi
ni Local Water Utilities

Administration (LWUA)
Administrator Jeci Lapus
na nakikipag-ugnayan na
sila sa mga local water
district sa Cavite, Laguna
at Bulacan.

“Ang Metro Manila 2 -

million households. Ang
nasa Laguna, Cavite and
Bulacan naman is only
about 950,000 house-
“holds so kung makaka-
hingi po tayo dun ay ma-
laking tulong na ito,” pa—
h‘ayag ni Lapus.
Gayunman.aang isa
sa mag:gmg problema
umano ay kung paano
ibibiyahe o transportasyon
ng tubig patungong Metro
Manila.
Sa nasablng pag-

dinig, itinutulak din na

‘madagdagan paang mga

dam na maaaring itayo sa
Quezon province, Pam-
panga, Nueva Ecija at
Bulacan. Kailangan na
rin umanong magkaroon
ng Department of Water
na dapat mangasiwa sa
usapin ng supply ng tubig.

Ang MWSS ang na-
mamahala sa pagkuku-
nan ng tubig habang ang
National Water Resources

Board ang nangangasiwa

sa alokasyon ng tubig.
Sa ngayon, sa pa-
parating na malakas na
ulan pa rin aasa ang
gobyerno para maibalik

sa normal level ang tubig

e
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nilo Suam si Pangulong
Rodrigo Duterte para
maituloy na ang Sumag
River Diversion Project
na magsusuplay ng tubig
sa Angat dam.

Ayon kay Suarez, ito
ang nakikitang pangmata-

galang solusyon sa kaku-

langan ng suplay ng tubig

sa Metro Manila at mga

karatig na lalawigan.
Ang naturang
proyekto - na  nag-

kokonekta sa Umiray-

Angat Transbasin Tun-
nel ay smuspmde ang

‘karoon ng aksidente at
masawi ang anim na

a A.'hiﬁﬂggagawa rito.

 Paliwanag ni Suéi‘ez,
napapanahon na para

muling buksan at simu-

lan ang nasabing proyek-
to dahil sa nakaambang
water crisis sa mga su-

~ sunod pang taon lalo pa

at 70 porsiyento na ang
iiatatapos dito.

- Aniya, ang nasabing
pmyelcto na

e e, A R,

TR

Feny

halaga ng P1 bilyon ay

kayang pondohan ng
provincial government
ng Quezon at maaaring

- matapos sa loob ng isa’t

kalahating taon.
~ Dagdag pa ng

CONDE BATAC

ang maaanng”ihakuhang
tubig mula rito, -



«

Q STRATEGIC
& COMMUNICATION
it [NITIATIVES
—————

y,  SERVICE
e

TITLE :

Abonte

TONiTE

- AMMARILIS SA BALITA Be=

PAGE 1/

PAGE

[ ]

UPPER -

TI26 N gpyg

BAHNNER
STORY

PAGE 1
STORY

EDITORIAL  CARTOON

DATE

Hanggang sa Setyem-
bre pa mararanasan ang
krisis sa tubig sa Metro
Manila at mga karatig
lalawigan dahil ayon sa
Philippine Atmosphe-
ric, Geophysical and As-
tronomical  Services Ad-
ministration (PAGASA) ay
tatagal pa ng tatlong bu-
wan bago tuluyang ma-
karekober ang Angat
Dam. :

Magiging normal la-
mang ang water level ng
Angat Dam kapag umabot
na ito sa 180 meters at ito
ay posibleng mangyari sa
buwan ng Setyembre o
Oktubre kung saan kasag-
sagan angmga bagyo at
malalakas na ulan.

“For it to return to nor-
mal, it would not take only
one month; maybe three
months or more. One fac-
tor is that Angat was really
low the past months and
it did not receive any rain
during that period,” ayon
kay PAGASA weather spe-
cialist Junie Ruiz .

Kahit umamo magsu-
nod sunod ang pag-ulan
mababasa lamang nito
ang lupa ng Angat wa-
tershed kapag napuno na
ng tubig ang lupa saka pa
lamang didiretso ang ulan

puntasa dam. i
Nabatid na hanggang

kahapon nasa 159.09 me- Dang Samson Garcia )

ters ang tubig sa Dam na
nasa below critical level
na 160 meters.

Nagbabala ang Na-
tional Water Resources

. Board (NWRB) na po-
sibleng bumaba pa sa
157.57 metro ang level
ng tubig ng Angat Dam.

Nalaman' na noong
Hulyo, 2010 nang maire-
histro sa Angat Dam
ang 157.57 meters na
pinakamababang naging
level ng tubig ng dam na
pinakamalalang episode
ng El Nifio sa bansa.

Sa kabilang dako,
kanya-kanyang panukala
na ang mga bagitong se-
nador kaugnay sa narara-
nasang krisis sa tubig.

Para kay Senator-elect
Francis Tolentino, mas
makabubuti ang pagbuo
ng Department of Water na
sasaklaw sa mga ahensya
na may kinalaman sa wa-
ter supply kabilang na ang
National Water Resources
Board (NWRD), Metropo-
litan Waterworks and Sew-
erage System (MWSS), at
ang Local Water Utilities
Administration (LWUA).

Kung patuloy namang
lalala ang sitwasyon, igi-
niit ni Senator-elect Ronald

_‘Bato’ dela Rosa na mag-

_,_sa water table at saks pia-—patapaa g desalination

tulad hg ginawa ng Israel -
(Juliet de"Loza-Cudia/
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RESIDENTS affected by the mtaﬂonal service interruption of the Manlla Water queue wlth their ¢

Triangle in Quezon City on Wednesday midnight. The service interruption is part of the mnmcq'
consumers as the Angat Dam may reach critical level within days.
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What day is it?

riting a newspaper column, I sometimes do run out of
ideas for topics, which is when I then look for some spe-
cial day to commemorate something.

A few days ago, I thought I should write something
about the environment and vaguely remembered there was
some date in June dedicated to the environment.

I Googled “UN Days” and, lo, I found a site listing the many
official days designated ;
by the United Nations
to commemorate some-
thing. There it was: June
5, Qesignated as World
Environment Day.

You'll find World En-
vironment Day listed as
well in a Wikipedia entry
devoted just to “environ-
ment days,” and I thought
that might as well be part
of my focus for today's
column, to show that en-
vironmentalism covers
so many issues and concerns. {

~ T'll narrow down the dates first to the ones | feel are especial-
ly relevant for the Philippines. ; ‘

I also suspect this will be the longest paragraph I've ever
written:

The year has a slow start-—no environment days and the first
two months blank until we get World Wildlife Day (March 3); So-
lar Appreciation Day (second Friday of March); International
Day of Action for Rivers (March 14); World Consumer Rights Day
(March 15), which serves to remind us that our consumerism of-
ten runs counter to environmentalism; Global Recycling Day
(March 18); World Sparrow Day (March 20), when we can give at-
tention to our ever ubiquitous maya; International Day of
Forests (March 21); World Wood Day (March 22); World Water
Day (March 22), so very relevant to a waterless Metro Manila;
World Fish Migration Day (April 21); Earth Day (April 22), not to

" be confused with World Environment Day; World Migratory
Bird Day (second Saturday of May in the United States and Cana-
da but second Saturday of October in central and south Ameri-
ca); Endangered Species Day (third Friday of May); International
Day for Biological Diversity or World Biodiversity Day (May 22);
Bike-to-Work Day (third Friday of May), but maybe we should
choose another day because that's at the height of our summer;
and, finally for May, World No Tobacco Day (May 31).

There, I had to catch my breath. I'm starting a new paragraph
to save your eyesight. ; P

" PINOY K81

MICHAEL L. TAN

We have World Environment Day (June 5), World Oceans Day
(June 8) and Coral Triangle Day (June 9) calling attention to an
area in the western Pacific with some 500 species of corals, The
Verde Island Passage in Mindoro is the “hottest” biodiversity
spotin that triangle.

To continue, there's Global Wind Day (June 15); World' Sea
Turtle Day (June 16); International Climate Change Day (June 21);
World Rainforest Day (June 22); World Population Day (July 11);
International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer (Sept.
16); World Water Monitoring Day (Sept. 18); World Cleanup Day
(Sept. 21), a strange coincidence with our commemoration of
martial law, so maybe we can talk about fighting the attempts to
clean up (revise) history; Zero Emissions Day (also on Sept. 211);
Car Free Day (Sept. 22); World Environimental Health Day (Sept.
26); World Rivers Day (last Sunday of September). - '

Moving on, there’s World Habitat Day (first Monday of Octo-
ber); World Animal Day (Oct. 4), drawn from the feast day of St.
Francis of Assisi; Energy Efficiency Day (first Wednesday in Oc-
tober); International Day for Natural Disaster Reduction (Oct.
13); Sustainability Day (fourth Wednesday of October); Interna-
tional Day of Climate Action (Oct. 24); World Vegan Day (Nov.1).

Then there’s the longest name for an environmental day: In-
ternationai Day for Preventing the Exploitation of the Environ-
ment in War and Armed Conflict (Nov. 6).

For the rest of the year, we have World Soil Day (Dec. 5) and
International Mountain Day (Dec. 11). N

Notice how the days seem to trail off toward the end of the
year, almost as if the people doing these days ran out of steam? I
smiled seeing one of the listed days, Ozone Action Day, as a
“yariable date depending on weather conditions.” The very last
entry, “eDay or Electronic Waste Day,” observed only in New
Zealand, was also listed as a variable date.

There are all kinds of days for particular animals, many clus-
tered around July and August. None of the animals with dedicat-
ed days are found in the Philippines: polar bears, giraffes, lions,
elephants, orangutans, tigers.

So, there, we didn’t even touch religious days or historical days.
Wouldn't it be a nightmare for school administrators and teachers
if politicians ever converted all these special days into holidays?

mtan@inquia_’er.qqm._pﬁ_
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climate change

They are determined to beat this threat and they are makmg a
big difference already

take over vs

By Elmer N. Manuel

~ Following the failure of the older
generations to respond properly to the
challenges of climate change, the young
ones are thankfully “stepping up to the
challenge” and taking the lead to slow
the destructive pace of global warming.”
United Nations Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres made this assessment in his closing
speech recently during the UN«ba.cked World
Conference of Ministers Respunsxble for
Youth, and Youth Forum, in the

Portuguese capital of Lisbon.

Guterres said that through the actions
of inspiration, young leaders such as
Sweden’s Greta Thunberg who's got
classrooms striking for climate action

_across the world, “schoolchildren have

gra.sped its urgency
better than

the window of opportunity is closing; they
are determined to beat this threat and
they are making a big difference already.”
The summit comes 21 years after the
adoption of the Lishon Declaration on
Youth Policies and Programs and provides
a place for national governments to
talk about progress made with young
people directly as well as mtroducmg
new approaches to empowering youth in
politics and decision-making.
Building on an argunent he has
: been making for
some months
now in

the face of the existential threat posed
by climate change, enshrined in the Paris
Agreement of 2015 to keep warming to well
below two-degrees Celsius, the Secretary-General
said that it’s “not enough to listen to young people
and provide a seat at the table - weneedmta]aa
a seat at your table”.

The UN chief said governments were

listening, and “companies are starting to
realize that a big carbon footprint is bad
for their image, and even for their profits.”
This is just the start, he added, saying
that the energy and commitment of young
people, such as the delegates in the
audience in Lisbon, was making action
a priority, “stepping up to the challenge.”
“We need to create an enabling
environment for young people, where they
are seen not as subjects to be protected,
— oo but as citizens

with equal rights, equal voices and equal
influence, as full members of our societies
and powerful agents for change.”

He lauded the World Program of Action
for Youth, the focus of this weekend'’s
efforts in Portugal, saying that it was

_encouraging a wider focus on policy-
making and programs that are truly’

relevant to youth worldwide.

“Policies on gender are particularly

important since we cannot build strong,
just and resilient communities and societies

without the full participation and leadershlp _

of half of their members.

Guterres said he was hoping that many
would be in New York in September, for not
only the major Climate Action Summit,
but also to help push along “more urgent.
and ambitious global acfion for 3
implementation.” C”




N STRATEGIC i A , / UFPER. FAGE1  DANNER EDNORIAL CARIOON
§ COMMUNICATION Ae) 12/ STORY STORY
| N| TIATIVES e a PAGE LOWER
_w SERVICE
=

o PAGE 1/ ZSJUN ?U‘g s

TITLE : ~

=



N

L sy
b

Department of Environment and Natural Resources

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION INITIATIVES SERVICE

PAGE

)

AMG NanGomnUsoanG Papaiasana TAGaL oG 54 Bassa

UPPER

LOWER

PAGE 1 BANMNER
STORY STORY

26 JUN 2019

EDITORIAL  CARTOC

DATE

Anti-plastics campaign,
isinusulong ng ASEAN
PORMAL nanagdeklara ng pakikidigma laban sa mga dumi sa karagatan ang mga
lider ng Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAB) nitong Sabado.

Kabilang si Pangulong Duterte sa mga lider na dumalo para sa 34th ASEAN
Summit sa Bangkok, Thailand, na nagtapos nitong Linggo.

Sa isang pinagkasunduang pahayag, na kilala ngayon bilang Bangkok Declaratlon ;

on Combatting Marine Debris in ASEAN Region, nangako ang mga lider ng rehiyon
“[to] strengthen actions at the national level, as well as through collaborative actions
among the ASEAN Member States and partners to prevent and significantly reduce
marine debris, particularly from land-based activities, including environmentally
sound management.” '

Nagpahayag din ang mga ASEAN leader ng pangamba sa mataas at mabilis
na pagtaas ng lebel ng mga basura sa karagatan partikular ang mga marine litter at
inaasahan na magdudulot ng negatibong epekto sa marine biodiversity, ecosystems,
animal well-being, fisheries, maritime transport, recreation and tourism, local societies
and economies, at ang agarang pangangailagan upang mapalakas ang kaalaman sa
lebel at epekto ng microplastics at nanoplastics sa marine ecosystem, food safety at

- kalusugan ng tao.

Nangako rin ang mga ito para sa paghikayat ng “integrated land-to-sea approach
to prevent and reduce marine debris,” kung saan kabilang ang mas mahigpit na batas
at mga regulasyon.

Ayon sa mga ASEAN leaders, dapat din umanong palakasin ang inter-sectoral
coordination sa pagitan ng ASEAN sectoral bodies upang higit na matugunan ang

“multi-dimensional and far-reaching negative effects as well as sources of marine

debris pollution.”

Nagpahayag din sila para sa pangangaﬂangan sa isang multi-stakeholder

coordination and cooperation, at implementasyon ng joint actions at partnerships.

Gayunman, dahil limitado lamang ang kayang gawin ng mga pamahalaan,
sinabi ng mga ASEAN leaders na isusulong ang private sector engagement at
investment upang maiwasan at mabawasan ang mga dumi ng karagatan, kabllang
ang pakikipagtulungan sa publiko at pribadong sektor sa pamamagitan ngiba’t
ibang mekanismo at insentibo.

Upang higit pang malabanan ang dumi sa karagatan, kinakailangan ding umanong
isulong ang inobatibong solusyon, at kabilang dito ang pagbabawas, muling paggamit

at pagre-recycle ng plastic.

PNA
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‘ Sa Laguna
Arbor Day 2019 tinampukan ng tree planting

PINANGUNAHAN ng
Laguna Police Advisory
Council 4th Cluster Group
C ang sama-samang pag-
tatanim ng 1,000 punong-
kahoy sa pasimula ng
Arbor Day 2019, tree
planting, tree growing na
may temang, “Sama-sa-
mang Pagtatanim Tungo sa
Pagsagip sa Ating Inang
Kalikasan,” na naglalayong
sagipin ang mahalagang
kabundukan mula sa
pagkasira nito. -
Isinagawa ito bilang
tulong sa kalikasan na
- unti-unti nang
dahil sa pagpapabaya ng
iba nating mga kababayan
atkaugnay sa paghihikayat
ng mga volunteer para sa
pagsasagawa ng refores-
tation o pagtatanim ng

mga puno at halaman nang
maibalik sa dati ang nasi-

Isa itong pasimula ng
La;
Council 4th Cluster Group
C na binubuo ng Municipal
Advisory Council mula sa
mga bayan ng Kalayaan,
Paete, Pakil, Pangil, Sini-
loan, Famy, Mabitac, at
Sta. Maria kasama ang 2nd
Laguna Provincial Maneu-
ver Force Company advi-

haba ng tinamnan sa gilid
ng kalsada, mahigit 300
volunteers mula sa walong
bayan at partner orga-
nizations mula sa DENR,
PENRO, PNP at AFP ang
nagtanim ng kabuuang
1,000 tire trees sa Barangay

Police Advisory

Galalan, sa bayanng Pangil,
at Barangay Saray sa bayan
ng Pakil, parehong nasa
lalawigan ng Laguna.

Pumirma ng kasundu-
an ng pagkakaisa para sa
proteksiyon at panganga-
laga sa kagubatan at ka-
bundukan na nasasakupan
ng Barangay Galalan ng
bayan ng Pangil at Bara-
ngay Saray ng bayan ng
Pakil, Laguna, sa kada-
hilanang ang mga kagu-
batan at kabundukan ng
Laguna ay nangangai-
langan ng ibayong panga-
ngalaga.

Bago magtapos ang
programa, nagsalusalo ang
mga nakiisa sa pagtatanim
sa isang boodle fight.

Bukas sa mga volun-
teer ang programang
“Sama-samang Pagta-
tanim, Tungo sa Pagsagip
sa Ating Inang Kalikasan”
nanagnanais magtanimng
mga fire tree sa nasabing
lugar.

Ang mgainteresadoay
maaaring makipag-ugna-
yan sa mga Police Muni-
cipal Advisory Council ng
walong Bayan.

(BOY PALATINO)

-
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BAD WEED The fi ght against |lIegal drugs brmgs pohcem,en to
remote plantations in the Cordillera mountains to destroy

maruuana plants —PHOTO COURTESY OF PNP CORDILLERA :

MARIJUANA BURNING: TRIGGERS
FIRE IN KALINGA TREE FARM

BAGUIO CITY—Residents of
Tinglayan town in Kalinga
province have sought help from
the police on how best to restore
their pine tree plantations, which
were razed by a fire triggered by
law enforcers carrying out mari-
juana eradication in March.

" An official of the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natu-
ral Resources (DENR) on Mon-
day said the fire razed pine trees
planted in 22.5 hectares.

Marijuana plants uprooted

were automatically destroyed
by burning but the operations
might have triggered brush fires
that spread to a 50-ha tree farm
overseen by three peoples’ or-
ganizations in Tinglayan town,
according to Ralph Pablo, DENR
Cordillera director.

The fire happened on March 27
in Barangay Loccong in Tinglayan.

2-day blaze =
“Residents fought to suppress
the fire. It took them two days to
beat the blaze, which spread due to
the steep terrain and highwind&
said lawyer Severino Dalutag, Ta-
“buk City community environment
and natural resources officer..

The tree farm was about100

meters from the marijuana

; protocols

plantation. .

b The Cordﬂlerapohceandthe
Philippine Drug Enforcement
Agency earlier said marijuana
plants worth P70.5 million were

uprooted and burned in the

three -day operation inLoccong.

‘On June 14, residents met
pohce officials to discuss new
regarding  future
erachcatmn dnves, Dalutag saxg. "

Like or, y
He said the pohce volun-
teered to help. replant 30,000
seedlings between July and Oc-
tober, the monsoon months. “We
are trying to raise the seedlmg& ‘
Loccong residents want to build
a pine forest to match the natu-
ral pine growth in nelgh.bormgr
Balbalan town,” Dalutag said.

‘Loccong continues to be the
subject of antidrug operations
because marijuana “grows nat-
urally in the area like ordinary
grass " hesaid. '

‘Kalinga
Province are:

and  Mountain
transshipment

~ points for marijuana, police

said, adding that they were con-
sidering putting up a police out-

- post at the provinces’ borders.

~REPORTS FROM VINCENT CABREZA
AND VALERIE DAMIAN lNQ ;
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Burn weeds not trees

He said that the authorities failed to control the fire that it spread
to different directions razing about 1,000 Pine tree saplings

By Aldwin Quitasol

BAGUIO CITY — Prior to the observation
of the Arbor Day where all are urged to
help in the collective reforestation efforts
in the country, Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) Cordillera
Regional Director Ralph Pablo appeals to the
authorities to consider the safety of the trees
before setting fire unto discovered marijuana
plantations,

Aceording te Pablo, in Ma.rch this year,
the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency
Cordillera, the Cordillera police and the
Philippine Army successfully uprooted and
burned more than P70 million worth of full

B

grown marijuana at Sitio Lokkdng, Tinglayan
Municipality in the Province of Kalinga.
However, he said it was never put into

news the collateral damage that accidentally

followed during the illegal weed eradication
and that was the burning of three-year-old

Pine trees that were planted under the

government’s National Greening Program.

According to Provincial Advisory Council
member and Chairman of the Kalinga
Provincial Peace and Order Council Andy
Ngao-i, the enforcers burned more than 2
hectares of marijuana plantation. ;

He said that the authorities failed to control
the fire that it spread to different directions
razing about 1,000 Pine tree saplings.

Ngao-i said they are appealing to the
DENR for Pine tree seedlings to replace
the charred ones. He blamed the members
of the Barangay Anti-Drug Council because
of their alleged negligence to pinpoint the
specific areas that should be burned and
failure to see to it that there will be no grass,
or trees destroyed during the marijuana
eradication operation.

Pablo said that they are still determining if
there are enough Pine tree seedlings available
to be used in the said restoration.

On the estimated cost of the burnt Pine
tree saplings in Kalinga, he said that the
planting and maintenance of trees for
one year per hectare cost approximately
around P10,000. :

The regional director said that the ones

- who should replace the destroyed young gine

trees are those who burned them.

v
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ho doesn't like surprises?
Well, the Philippine Eco-

‘nomic Zone Authority
(Peza), for one.

But this is exactly what Peza
got last week, when Malacahang
suddenly—through an adminis-
trative order—hanned new eco-
nomic zones in Metro Manila.

Economic zones in the coun-
try’s capital don't look like the eco-
zones you'd find in Laguna or else-
where. In Metro Manila, these eco-
zones look like any other office, ex-
cept these buildings house infor-
mation technology and business
process management (IT-BPM)
firms.

And so Peza called for a press
briefing to clear things up. Yes,
Peza wants countryside develop-
ment. But then again, the morato-
rium should at least give it some
time toadjust. |

Tereso O. Panga, Peza deputy
director general for policy and
planning, recalled how the idea for
a ban came up in a memo back in
2017.

In January last year, he said
Peza asked Malacanang for at least
a 6-month period to give compa-
nies in the industry time to adjust
their respective plans.

But here we are, with an order
that only gives pending proposals
for ecozone development a grace
period of 30 days to sort out what-
ever is lacking in' their submis-
sions.

There were signs that fore-
shadowed this, such as the slower-
than-usual presidential proclama-
tion of new ecozones last year.

So, in a way, Peza did antici-
pate this would happen. However,

i Peza Director General Charito

Plaza said she did not expectit to
happen this soon. ;
But why tell Peza beforehand,
 right? Why give a courtesy call?’
That would have only ruined the
SUIDTiS€. —ROY STEPHEN C. CANIVEL

Not-so-solid ground
There is some debate among con-
struction experts about last week-
end’s incident along Roxas Boule-
vard in Manila where a portion of
the road collapsed from under a -
14-wheeler truck loaded with sand.

The ‘debate is whether it was
caused by a sinkhole as some oh-
servers contended or merely the
collapse  of an underground
drainage culvert, no thanks to the
weight of the cargo truck.

Well, whether it’s a sinkhole or
not, property owners in the area
are alarmed. That's because some
construction industry veterans
point out that the entire area may
be at risk of more incidents like
this over the coming years.

Recall that the entire stretch of
Roxas Boulevard actually stands
on land that was reclaimed from
‘Manila Bay long before World War
II by American construction com-
panies like Atlantic, Gulf & Pacific,

‘the corporate predecessor of to-

day’s local firm, AG&P. (This partly
explains why many properties in
this area are or used to be owned
by Americans.))’ ;

The problem was that its
builders had no idea that Manila
would grow into the sprawling
metropolis that it is now. Back

then, the shoreline was actually
closer to Taft Avenue, As such, not
enough provisions were put in for
drainage pipes that water could
use to drain into the bay.

_ Unfortunately, the country’s

 capital is now a megacity of more

than 10 million people and a lot of .
water that consumers expend sim-

Ply seeps into the ground—and is
drawn into the biggest body of wa-
ter, which is Manila Bay. This
means that one could not entirely
disceunt the possibility that more
incidents like last Sunday’s mishap
will repeat itself.

Property owners along the
scenic boulevard now want the
government to study the entire
area and prepare a contingency
plan. —bAxim L Lucas

PNB surprise

Things have been exciting in the
business empire of taipan Lucio
Tan in recent weeks and it's not
different at the group’s flagship fi-
nancial institution, Philippine Na-
tional Bank. But in a good way.

That’s because, a few days ago,

- PNB closed the deal for a $750-mil-

lion bond deal that made the
record books as the biggest such
transaction for a Philippine finan-
cial institution. What's even more
amazing is that total tenders from
overseas investors reached $3.25

creditors were willing to lend PNB
over three times the money it
needed. '

Even the deal's underwriters
were surprised by the strong re-
sponse from investors 'in Hong
Kong, Singapore and London,
where PNB president Wick Veloso
was able to leverage off his previ-
ous ties with global banking giant
HSBC. {

And what does the bank need
the money for? Veloso said the
proceeds from the deal would be
used to support the bank’s loan
growth, “especially on infrastruc-
ture and commercial countryside
projects as we increase focus on
opportunities brought by the posi-
tive momentum of the ‘Build,
Build, Build’. program of the Re-

public of the Philippines.”

. billion—which meant would-be -
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That’s welcome kind of news

after all. —paxiML Lucas

Local PT license inferior to US?
Pace Prehab & Recovery opened in
2016 with'a promise to bring US
service levels at a'performance
center principally targeting triath-
letes. Pace has since focused only
on physical therapy and its clinic in
Bonifacio Global City is booming.

But why are the original part-
ner-owners jumping ship? Nowa-
days, we hear it's only head physi-
cal therapist Francis Diano left as
the sole owner.

It appears that the previous
partners are into risk management

mode. It might have something to

do with the word going around
that Diano has a PT license issued

in'New York, but refuses to apply

for a local one, believing that the
stateside version is enough. What's
wrong with having a local license
as well, his former partners are
asking. Watch this mteresting dis-
pute. —pAXIM L. LucAs

Mining dispute
The local government unit of Didi-

' pio, Nueva Vizcaya, is not happy

with the operations of Australia-
based mining firm OceanaGold
Corp. in its community that it op-
posed the renewal of its mining
permit, which expired yesterday,
June 25.

The firm applied for the re-

newal of its financial and technical

 assistance agreement (FTAA) that

would enable it to continue mining
in the area for another 25 years,
but resistance spearheaded by
Gov. Carlos Padilla remained in
the way.

Padilla said lands acqulred by
OceanaGold were designated for
agnculture and not mining.

However, the LGU’s stand may
not hold much bearing as the De-

partment of Envxronment ‘and
Natural Resources (DENR) already
endorsed OceanaGold's renewal
application to the Office of the
President, which would have the

last say in the company’s opera-

tions.

The case is especially interest-
ing since no company has availed
itself of an FTAA renewal yet. How
Malacanang and the DENR will
handle the application' may be a
precedent as to how other FTAAs
will be treated.

The government of Nueva Viz-

caya may take up its issues directly .

to the Palace, although a' source
told Biz Buzz that Environment
Secretary Roy Cimatu was sched-
uled to go to the province today to
hear the latter's concerns.

How will the dialogue affect
the DENR's position? We don't
know yet. But public clamor has
been a major consideration with
the government's pohcy direction
when it comes to mining,

It may take some time before
Malacanang reaches a decision,
but until then, OceanaGold-may

- continue operating its gold-copper

mine in Didipio. —karL r ocampo

Garlicoversuppl_y '
The spirit of “bayanihan” has
emerged once again following the

reported oversupply of garlic in
Lubang, Occidental Mindoro—a
repeat: of the goodwill that Fil-
ipinos: showed for local mango
farmers when the surplus reached
200 million kilos.

The Department of Agriculture

said that of the 300 metric tons of
garlic produced between April and
May, only about four tons were
left after traders began calling to
buy directiy from Lubang produc-
ers..

‘Medium to large-sized garlic

were sold at: Pmo a k:lo

One of the private mdmduals
at the forefront of the movement
is Philippine Culinary Heritage
Movement chef Jam Melchor,
who has helped in creating
awareness regarding the local
garlic industry through a series of
Facebook posts encouraging con-
sumers to buylocal.’

"Imported garlic is way cheap-,

- er. But you have to understand

that we need to support these
small-scale garlic producers’ for
them to continue planting for us. If
farmers were prioritized and given
enough significance, the economy
of the Philippines may have
boomed long ago," Melchor said in
ne his posts.

"Mr. Melchor positively gained
support from our consumers. The
DA thanks him for dmmmmg up
market awareness,” the agency
‘said. "We hope the overwhelming
support generated for our farmers
will not stop but will. continue in
. the future so that more farmers
‘will be encouraged to produce
food for the nation."

While' the country imports
most of its garlic, what happened
in Lubang is a classic case of mar-
ket displacement. We hope the
government would be more effi-
cient in repositioning food com-
modities to places where there is
demand but lacks supply. —karL .
ocampo INQ

E-mail us at bizbuzz@inquirer.com.ph,
~ Getbusiness alerts and a preview of

Biz Buzz the evening before it comes out.
Text ONINQ BUSINESS to 4467 (P2.50/ alert)
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By Ben Moses Ebreo

Reg. 2 miners’
best practices
ighlighted

SANTIAGO CITY—Good practices
of Cagayan Valley’s mining compa-
nies were recently ‘highlighted in an
environment forum sponsored by the

Department of Environment and Natu-y,
ral Resources-Mines and GeoSciences
Busedny ) o e AR LAy o

The forum, held at Zen Hotel i
this city, featured the JDVC Resource
Corp’s take on offshore responsible
magnetite mining practices in Cagayan
province, Dinapigue Mining Corp.’s
responsible stewardship in Isabela
province, FCF Minerals Corp’s best
practice in stakeholders disclosure, and
OceanaGold Philippines Inc’s legacy

“of responsbile mining.

DENR-MGB also preseﬁted their

~ updates on technical instruments and

other permits, environmental laws,
rules and regulations, and its geohazard
assessment and mapping project/land~ ‘

slide and flood susceptibility mapping.

. However, Nueva Vizcaya Gover-
nor Carlos Padilla has criticized both

agencies regarding fheir handling of
the mining license renewal of Oceana-
Gold, the gold miner in Didipio in Ka-

sibu town. With Brenda Jocson:
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* MINING FIRM ACHIEVES HIGH

Using world-class technolo-

gies, OceanaGold (Philip-
pines), Inc. group of Foresters
continually puts forward the
Company’s' reforestation and
rehabilitation projects. The
mine has already planted
more than 1.6 million trees in
its rehabilitation areas within
the Didipio Mine including re-
forestation plantations in the
provinces of Nueva Vizcaya
and Quirino. The reforesta-
tion survival rateis an impres-
sive 92%, above the Philippine.
national standard of 80%.

The Didipio Mine’s Envi-
ronment Team utLhzes macro-
somatic clonal propagation to
produce various species of
trees faster and more efficient
than conventional planting; It
produces appm)nmately
500,000 seedlmgs in a year
hence the Company’s partner-
ship with different organiza-
tions and individuals in tree

planting activities. Through

the Mlmng Forest Program,
OceanaGold has reforested a

total area of more than 1,258
hectares in Nueva Vizcaya and
Quirino.

Most seedlmgs produced
in the mine’s nursery include
endemic species such as Nar-
ra, Tuai, Mayapis, Tangulle
yakal, Guijo, Kalantas, Kupang,
Agoo, Balete, and Alnus. It also
produces exotic trees like Ma-
hogany, Gmelina, and Man-
guim: Local farmers are ca-

pacitated in order to practice

mass propagation of seedling
through macrosomatic clonal

PIopagation even in their own -

Tarm S

Furthermore, the Company
progressively rehabilitates ar-
eas thatare no longer needed in

(its mining activities. Oceana

Gold has progressively rehabili-
tated 94.62% of the Didipio
Mines total rehabilitation area.
Rehabilitation includes adding

top soil to rock face walls within

the mine, plannng of grasses,
and installing coconut nets to

‘avoid erosion. Vertiver grasses

are usually planted as its roots

numerous.
- Gold commns to continuously

can grow to one meter thereby
providing better slope stabiliza-
tion.

21i3) fast-track_ its progres-
sive  rehabilitation, hydro-
seeding technology is applied
‘Wwherein seeds, soil, and organ-
ic fertilizer are mixed and
sprayed on rock face walls. It
‘only takes a few weeks before
grasses grow and area eventu-
ally becomes nutrient-suffi-
cient for trees. Progresswe re-
habilitation is aligned to the

- Company’s effort to sustain the

rich biodiversity in Didipio.
Even prlor to the com-
mencement of its operation in
2013, the Company has estab-
lished reforestation areas in
Didipio during its exploration
phase. These areas are now
rich forests that are home to
species Oceana

support the government's Na-

tional Greening Program (NGP)
‘and progressfvely rehabilitate.

more areas to minimize its en-
vironmental footprint.
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Two fishers drown
in open pit mine site

, LEGAZPI CITY: Two fishers drowned

_ while two other farmers remain

~ missing after they tried to re-

trieve a submersible pump in

“an abandoned open pit mining
site in Batan Island, Rapu-Rapu,
Albay on Tuesday.

Capt. Dante Bonafe, acting
chief of police of the Rapu-
Rapu municipal police station,
identified the victims as alias
“Kalbo,” a resident of Sitio
Lipata, Barangay Villahermo-
sa, Rapu-Rapu, and a certain
alias “Uwak,” a resident of San
Roque, Tabaco City.

The two farmers identified
as Orly Bisco, 40, and Timoteo

Balunzo, 30, both residents of .

Sitio Calpe, Barangay Calanaga,
Batan were still missing, he
added.

The bodies of Uwak and Kal-

bo were recovered through the

joint retrieval operations of the

Philippine Coast Guard (PCG)
and the Philippine National
Police, Bonafe said, adding that

the team was still looking for

Baluzon and Bisco.

The incident, Bonafe said,
was reported to their station
by a concerned citizen, He

said they immediately sent |

off the composite team of the
PCG and the police to rescue
the victims.

Initial investigation showed '

the victims reportedly swam to
the deeper portion of the min-
ing site to get the submersible
pump, which was reportedly
abandoned by the miners after
the site’s operations.

“The victims were trying
to get the submersible pump
left at the 30-foot-deep aban-
doned open pit mining site
filled with water. Bisco and
Balunzo remain missing since
yesterday, but our men, along
with personnel of Philippine
Coast Guard, are working to-

gether to recover their bodies,” |

Bonafe said.
RHAYDZ B. BARCIA




STRATEGIC

N

INITIATIVES
SERVICE

N
ittt
——"

A

TIME: .

COMMUNICATION

LA

L1 L 1 [ ] [ ]

UFPER

LOWER

PAGE 1/

PAGE 1 BANMNER EDITORIAL CARTOON
STORY STORY

DATE

=

Negros bishop’s
call: Reject coal

Church leader urges DOE to promote investments in renewable energy sources

By Carla P. Gomez
@carlagomezINQ i
BACOLOD CITY—Don't listen
to the Department of Energy
(DOE).
! This was the appeal of reli-
| gious leaders and environmen-
| 'talists after the DOE called on
local officials and - business
igroups to seek investors to
i build power plants and sustain
the growing power demand in
| the Visayas.
San Carlos Bishop Gerardo
| Alminaza warned against the
| apparent bias for coal on the
| 'part of the DOE, which down-
played the contribution of re-
newable energy to growth in the
Visayas, and the impact of these
projects on public health and
the environment in the region.
“As our province’s coal-free
status is being threatened by

ministration, we are alarmed as
the DOE is not giving policy-
makers and the business sector
the whole picture in terms of
the costs attached to coal-fired
power plants, and why it is not
the better choice as opposed to
renewable energy,” Alminaza
said. g :

Executive order
The bishop expressed his dis-
appointment over Governor-
elect Eugenio Jose Lacson’s state-
ment that he would consult his
legal team on the need to revoke
an executive order declaring Ne-
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As our province’s

coal-free status is

being threatened

... we are alarmed

as the DOE
is not giving
policymakers and
the business
sector the whole
picture '

gros Occidental a coal-free

Gerardo Alminaza

San Carlos Bishop

province, Lacson earlier main-
tained that he would not stand in
the way if San Carlos officials
would approve the building of a
coal-fired power plant in the city.

Outgoing Gov. Alfredo
Maranon Jr. issued on March 7
-an executive order declaring
Negros Occidental a coal-free
province.

“In encouraging energy in-
vestments, the DOE should not
just focus on bringing in new
energy sources, but also the role

. of investments in improving the

grid system and energy storage
in the Visayas to maximize and
encourage more renewable en-
ergy sources,” Alminaza said.

“In failing to do so, it is basi-
cally implying that the Visayas
should look to massive coal-
fired power plants, which harm
our environment, health and
worsen the climate crisis,” he
added. :

A power firm is planning to
build a 300-megawatt CFB (cir-
culating fluidized bed) coal-
fired plant in San Carlos.

Investments

The DOE is urging local of-
ficials and business groups in
the province to seek more in-
vestors in.the. power industry
because the Visayas will need
9,180 megawatts more by 2040.

Bro. Tagoy Jakosalem of the
Order of Augustinian Recol-
lects urged the DOE and policy-
makers to not just present the
business side of the need to
generate power, but to also

show the hidden costs of coal.

“The profitability of these
projects does not account for
the costs related to pollution im-
pacts, health-related issues, loss
of ecosystems and livelihood, as
well as exacerbating the effects
of climate-related disasters,”
Jakosalem said. “We need to cal-
culate our energy needs within
the framework of long-term
economic advantage.”

~ Dr. Romana de los Reyes of

Coal-Free Negros Network said
the specter of power shortage
was also raised in the late 1990s
to the early 2000s when Ne-
grenses resisted the proposed’
coal-fired power plants in Bago,
Silay, Pulupandan and Cadiz.

“Coal plants are the No. 1
culprits of this climate crisis, so
why should we add one more
coal plant in San Carlos City?”
she said.

Power rates

Gerry Arances, executive
director of Center for Energy,
Ecology and Development, said
coal should no longer be associ-
ated with affordability and en-
ergy security, following recent
developments faced by con-
sumers across the Philippines.

“In Mindanao, the rush of
coal-fired power plants led to a
surge in the prices of electrici-
ty, as consumers are obligated
to pay for the abundance of
coal plants providing not just
base load of electricity, but also
the peaking and intermediate
loads,” Arances said. INQ
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 The provincial government has rolled off pros

gll Palawengs of the positive prospects'., Ini’onnaﬂon Office (PIO) shted. -
~of Republic Act. 11259 or the law diyiding . On the first week: of the’ c’améaign,

J

e

Palawan into t.hree se_gparqte provinces.

The Palawar-PI0 noted the mt ti-sectoral
 presence of participants ﬁ'°‘~i“ th%o- é '
.rangmg from the eldér _you

'Ihe infi rmat:on carsvan rolled off on b “Ini _rest!ngly the cz;owd remains very’
Jine journeying from one barangay to attentive throughoui th’e,&wmh“d]lraﬂm of

another to conduct community consultations the town hall mnsultatl

‘&rgetingthe er¢1re367barangays ofth'

.-—‘.A\ o T

o spice up the pmgram,ihe ﬁ ‘Wﬂ
that the audience Were. a 'to pa

ce'”“. " - gret v bdeg
- “The campalgn mto bring into the mthemviaquestwnsdwe I

- attention of every Palawefios the pos:txve o the delight of the crowd.
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How many pushers,
addicts are there?

he PNP Directorate for Opera-
I tions collates the latest drug war
statistics: At least 6,600 pushers
and users were killed in shootouts with
police from July 1, 2016 to May 31,
2019. Another 240,565 were arrested
and are now crammed to overcapacity
in jails. Plus, 1,283,409 were home-
visited by cops and warned to desist
or else. The figures do not include
those killed by vigilantes and rival
narco-gangs. Or, those who have been
rehabbed or still in clinic.

The persistent finding thou%‘h is that
nearly all pushers are users who crave
to sustain their vice. And their drug of
choice is shabu (meth).

So how many more of them remain
out there?

Obviously lots more, going by fre-

uent interdiction of shabu by the tons,
worth billions of pesos, at seaports
and secret factories. Supply reflects
demand; the risk of trafficking in huge

volumes, for huge profits, indicates

huge demand. A ton of shabu equals
a million one-gram sachets, good for
two to .five hits over as many days,
depending on gravity of addiction.
Recent foiled shabu smugglings at
the Manila container port reached

hundreds of tons, Successful sneak-ins,

cleared barangays would prod citizen
action.

Two brand new bed-and-seat vaca-
tion ferries now ply Boracay — add-
ing to the island paradise’s top-class
features. Japan-made SWM Salve
Regina and Starlite Archer sail daily
to Boracay's Caticlan landing from
Batangas. Dennis Uy’s Chelsea Logis-
tics offers four ride options: reclining
airline-type seat, bunk bed, shared
room for four or eight, and VIP cabin
for four with bathroom. All classes
were designed safe, comfy, and clean
—not luxurious but right for the route.
As millennials would say, “sakto lang.”

Boracay continues to top all tour-
ist destinations in the Philippines.
Reopened inlOct. after a six-month
rehab, it lured 619,934 vacationists in

the first quarter of 2019. Tourism of-
‘ficials hoted'a 12-percent jump from
. the same period last year. Environment
breaches and eongestion prompted the
‘xe}iq};_. In 2017 Boracay was the Conde
“iNast' Traveler re%ge:i:s'_'_ thoice' as best
‘island in the ¢ ld.“’(Qébu/Viéayas
Islands and Palawan'ranked as Asia’s
second and third Best in that survey by
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can only be guessed from street-prices#Z~ Foreign and local tourists af)'pféﬁiaté '

fluctuations. Example is the discovery
in a Cavife warehouse last year of emp-
tied magnetic lifters, similar to those'in
which shabu was found at the Manila
piers. Street prices suddenly dropped
as volumes in the hands-of arrested
pushers rose; narco-lords apparently
were striving to dispose of stocks fast.

Still, those details do not show the
number of remnant druggies. Street-
level surveys and researcﬁ are needed.
Of the 42,045 barangays nationwide,
12,177 were cleared of the menace.
Still drug-plagued are 20,471, or 48.69
percent. Of those, 282 are seriously
affected, 10,835 are moderately, and
9,354 slightly. Worst are in Metro
Manila, 88.6 percent of barangays af-

the cleanup, the Boracay Inter-Agency

- Rehabilitation Management Group re-
ports. Nature preservation is foremost
for visitors. Top attractions continue
to be'the powdery white sand beaches
and calm, clear waters, group general
manager Natividad Bernardino says.
Cozy accommodations, easy trans-

" port, and nightlife come next. Eleven
establishments were shut down for
unsanitariness; 20 more face closure
for easement violations. Rejected from
the four-square-thile resort isle were
huge but potentially ruinous casino
investments from China and Korea.
The long view is to balance economic
boons from tourism with conservation.
The new ferries have convenient

fected; Central Visayas, 76.36 percent; sail times: Salve Regina leaves Batangas
..Qentral Luzon,75.5 percent; and Bicol, " port at'6'p.m. daily, Starlite Archer-at-

72.89 percent.

At the start of the drug war pushers-
‘users were estimated at 3.6 to four
million. That's about three times those
home-visited, around 1.3 million.
Hopefully it should not mean three
times the 6,600 still need to be slain,
and three times the 240,000 need to be
arrested to lick the drug scourge.

The better strategy is two-fold.
One, wipe out the sources: makers
and smugglers. Swift hefty rewards
for tipsters can multiply the number
of interdictions. Two, make people
aware. Drug education can be done
through media, especially television
and cinema, and in schools. This can
include reenactments of harrowing
family experiences with pusher-addict
kin. Publicizing the drug-affected and

7:30 a.m. Arrive in ten hours. The next
day Salve Regina leaves Caticlan port at
6 a.m., Starlite Archer at 7:30 p.m. Peak
season rates;start at P1,200; sizeable
discounts during off-peak. The' ves-
sels'also take on roll on-roll off cargo
between Panay and Luzon.

Featured earlier in this space was
Philippine Airlines-Maritime’s two new
ferries from Kalibo International Airport
straight to Boracay. Catamarans MV
Malambing and MV Magalang sail daily,
skirting the road trip. PAL passengers
can book with their flights.

* * *

Catch Sapol radio show, Saturdays,
8-10 a.m., DWIZ (882-AM).
Gotcha archives: www.philstar.com/
columns/134276/gotcha
*
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) 1 Nov. 20, 2018, the Phil-
1ppmes and China en-

tered into a Memoran-
dum of Understand.mg MOU)
on Cooperation on Qil and Gas

* Development. Premised on the

Charter of the United Nations,
the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea (UN CLOS),
and the 2002 Declaration of Con-
duct of Parties in the South China
Sea, the two governments agreed
to negotiate on an accelerated
basis (i.e., within 12 months of
its signing) arrangements to fa-
cilitate oil and gas exploitation in
“relevant maritime areas.”

Under Section III of the MOU,
the two governments intend to

establish an Inter-Governmental

Joint Steering Committee and
Inter-Entrepreneurial Working
Groups.

The Committee will be co-

‘ chaired by the Foreign Ministries,

and co-vice chaired by the Energy

Ministries, with the participa-.

tion of relevant agencies of both
governments, and with equal
number of members nominated

by the two governments. Under

the same section, the Commit-
tee is responsible for negotiating
and coming up with cooperation
arrangements and the maritime
‘areas (or cooperation areas) to
which they Wlll apply The Com-

-mxttee‘mll also decide on the o
‘number of Workmg Groups to be
‘established and for wiuch'part ofg

the cooperation area each Work-
ing Group will be established
(working area).

More specifically, each Work-
ing Group will consist of rep-
resentatives from enterprises
authorized by the two govern-
ments. For this purpose, China
will authorize the China Nation-
al Offshore 0il Corp. (CNOOC)
while the Philippines will au-
thorize enterprises that have
entered into service contracts
with the Philippine Government
with respect to the applicable
working areas. Should there be

none, the Philippine National

0Oil Company-Exploration Corp.
(PNOC-EC), will be the Phil-
ippine enterprise authorized
to represent it in a particular
Working Group.

- The MOU is without prejudice
to the respective legal positions
of both governments with respect
to their claims in the disputed
sea and will not create rights or
obligations of both parties under
international or domestic laws.

It can be observed that the
MOU is an effort by both parties
to peacefully settle their conflict-

ing territorial claims. Still, any

Joint development agreement

AMICUS CURIAE

~ FRITZMICAHA.
" DIUMANO

There are those who opine
that a joint development -
agreement with China
can hurdle Constitutional
issues in view of the
Supreme Court’s ruling

'in La Bugal B’laan Tribal

Association v. DENR.

that may be entered into with
respect to the relevant maritime
areas will inevitably have to be
measured against the yardstick of
the 1987 Constitution.

Section 2, Article XII of the
1987 Constitution provides that
the exploration, development,
and utilization of natural re-
sources shall be under the full
control and supervision of the

State. Moreover, it mandates

the State to protect the nation’s
marine wealth in its archipelagic
waters, territorial seas, and exclu-
sive economic zone, and reserve
its use and enjoyment exclusively
to Filipino citizens.
Nonetheless, it gives the
President authority to enter
into agreements with foreign-

owned corporations involving
either technical or financial
assistance for large-scale ex-~
ploration, development, and
utilization of minerals, petro-
leum, and other mineral oils,
subject to certain safeguards. In
the 2004 case of La Bugal B’laan
Tribal Association v. DENR, the
Supreme Court held that the
language of Section 2, Article
XII of the Constitution should
be interpreted as allowing the
Presidentto enter into an agree-
ment to explore, develop, and
utilize minerals, petroleum and
other mineral oils even with a
100% foreign owned corpora-
tion. It further held that this
type of agreement should not be
restricted to one that is merely
for financial or technical assis-
tance.

The Supreme Court, however,
reminded that the State must
still retain full control and su-
pervision over the exploration,
development, and utilization of
these resources. In particular, the
Supreme Court held that while
the foreign contractor may be al-
lowed a certain degree of manage-
ment prerogative, the State must
still be able to direct, restrain,
regulate, and govern the affairs of
the foreign contractor.

There are those who opme that
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Naval base plan opposed

By Jonas Reyes

SAN ANTONIO, Zambales — Incumbent
Mayor Estela Antipolo yesterday raised
objections to the plan of the Department
of National Defense (DND) to transform 70
percent of this town into a naval base.

“We strongly object and have conveyed our
disapproval of the plan of the Department
of National Defense to the proposed Subic
Naval Reservation. The proposed Subic Naval
Reservation will encompass the entire Redondo
Peninsula, leaving only 30 percent of our present
land area,” she said.

The statement of Antipolo is in response to
the DENR’s directive asking the local government
to comment to the recommendation of the DND
for an issuance of a Presidential Proclamation
to transform the 289,051,550 square meters of
land in Redondo Peninsula into a navy facility.

Redondo Peninsula is divided between two
municipalities — San Antonio in the west and
the town of Subic in the east.

The west coast of the peninsulais indented
by several coves and bays, namely Silanguin
Bay, Nagsasa Cove, Talisain Bay, Agnaem Bay
and Anawangin Cove,

These areas are known to be the prime

tourism sites of the province.

Islands such as the Capones Island, Tabones
Island, Silanguin Island and Los Frailes Islands
are also found near the Redondo Peninsula.

She said the proposal is a threat to
the natural resources of San Antonio
and to the tourism industry as well.

“This will make San Antonio the smallest
town in Zambales and one of the smallest
towns in the Philippines. More than that, we
stand to lose the Camara and Capones Islands
and the five coves for which San Antonio is
famous for, which will all be under the direct
supervision, control and use of the Philippine
Navy,” Antipolo said.

According to Antipolo, her office already
answered the letter from the DENR and has
asked her constituents to unite and oppose the
proposal of the DND,

She said the proposal is a threat to the
natural resources of San Antonio and to the
tourism industry as well.

The local government unit of the area
conducted a meeting that included all of the elected
officials of the town, including the barangay
officials, to ask for information and support in
opposing the proposed Subic Naval Reservation.

o
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‘and SVP for

Nestlé Philipplnee volunteers (left photo) from the Makatl administrative office with chairman and CEO Kais

Marzouki (standing, center left), director of finance and control Mandeep Chhatwal (standing, 2nd from ri
rate Affairs Ernesto Mascenon (standing, second from left) during a clean-up and audit of

ht),

wastes on the shoreline of Freedom Island. Nestle Cares volunteers (rlght) from the ’ anauan tactory during a

shoreline clodmup in Batangas on World Oceans Day

~ Nestlé joins World Oceans Day clean ups

Several hundred Nestlé Philip-
pines employees from different
work sites joined their colleagues
m over 30 countries, participat-

ing in the clean-up of coastlines .

“and waterways, in celebration

~ and CEOKais M

of World Oceans Day under the

auspices of Nestlé Cares, a global

employee volunteering program.
In Metro Manila, Nestlé Philip-
pines employees led by chairman

a clean-up and audit of collected
wastes on Freedom Island or the

Las Pifias-Parafiaque Critical Habi-

iconducted

tat and Ecotounsm Area, with the
assistance of the Department of En-t
vironment and Natural Resources
and WEF Philippines.

“This activity is one of the many

ways in which we work together

to help shape a waste-free future,”
according to Marzouki. In April
2018, Nestlé announced a global
commitment that 100% of its pack-
aging will be designed for recycling
orreusable by 2025. The company’s
vision, that none of its waste ends
upmlandﬁllorashtber,xsbemg

pursued in three focus areas: devel. . i

opmg the packagmg of the futu:e
shape a waste-free future
pugx collection and recycling;
and addressing consumer behefs
and behaviors.

“We at Nestlé Pluhppmes are
accelerating efforts to find solu-
tions to the & lastics problem. It is
imperative that while we look for

innovative packaging solutions

among our initiatives, we also take
immediate action to stop leakage
into waterways and oceans, and

find ways to recycle our packag- |

ing,” Marzouki said.* *




