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DENR urges: Conserve water

Even during rainy season

The rainy season does not assure ample water supply

The Department of Environment

and Natural Resources (DENR)

on Thursday urged Metro Manila
residents to still conserve water even
on the onset of the rainy season in
the country.

In a statement, the DENR said
metro residents should continue
observing water conservation
measures and recycle rain showers
to help prevent further decline of th
water level in Angat Dam., :

“Angat Dam can still benefit from
the rains falling outside its watershed
if these are collected for non-essential
uses such as for carwashing and
flushing of toilets,” said Envrioment
Secretary Roy Cimatu.

This follows after insufficient
rain over the 62,300-hectare Angat

Watershed Reservation put it in
danger of going into critical levels

even as heavy rainfall have been
observed in many parts of Metro
Manila. :

The Environment Secretary said
simple water conservation measures
could help lessen the demand for Angat
Dam'’s water in the millions of liters as
the dam supplies 96 percent of Metro
Manila’s tap water needs for its 12.8
million residents, :

Water from the dam comes
from the watershed’s river basin
that straddles the towns of Doiia
Remedios Trinidad, Norzagaray and
San Jose Del Monte in Bulacan,

“We can reduce water wastage
by using only what is required.
We can also collect and reuse
rainwater,” Cimatu said, noting that

the insufficient rainfall over Angat
watershed is compounded by the

“‘monsoon breaks” which weather

‘Manila to prioritize the pass

bureau Pagasa explained is a shift
between weather systems that rggult;;j
In short breaks to no rainfall for
several days or weeks,

Cimatu also called on loc

government units (LGU) in Me

of an ordinance directing their
constituents to observe water
conservation practices.

“It is high time that the LGU
pass ordinances geared at water ‘
conservation to prevent the water
problem from worsening,” Cimatu
said, adding that these ordinances
can have “immediate positive effect”
to the water and food security

~ being pushed at the national level

by agencies like
Department of Ag
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‘Apela ng DEN

HINIKAYAT ni Environment Secre-
tary Roy Cimatu ang mga residente ng

.

Metro Mani

Mula sa pahina 16

Ayon kay Cimatu, sa
kabila ng pagsisimula ng
tag-ulan, dapat patuloy
na mag-ipon at magtipid
sa tubig sa pamamagitan
ng pag-recycle ng tubig
ulan upang maiwasan
ang karagdagang pag-
baba ng antas ng tubig sa
Angat dam.

Sinabi pa nito na
makikinabang pa Tin
ang Angat dam sa ulan
na bumabagsak sa tubig
saluran kung ang mga ito
ay nakolekta para sa mga
'di mahahalagang gamit
tulad ng paglilinis ng
sasakyan at flushing ng
mga banyo.

Ang panawagan ay
ginawa ‘sa kalagitnaan
ng kakulangan ng ulan
sa mahigit 62,300 hec-
tares na Angat Watershed
Reservation.

Ipinahayag pa ni
Cimatu na ang Sim-
pleng mga panukala sa
pagtitipid ay makatutu-
long para mabawasan
ang demand na milyon-
milyong litro ng tubig sa
Angat dam.

Ang tubig sa Angat
dam na nagbibigay ng
96 porsiyento ng mga pa-
ngangailangan ng tubig
sa Metro Manila para sa
12.8 milyong residente
nito, ay nagmula sa wa-

A

_ la na magtipid sa tubig ka-
hit panahon na ng tag-ulan.

tershed’s basin na suma-
saklaw sa mga bayan ng
Dofia Remedios Trini-
dad, Norzagaray at San
Jose Del Monte sa Bu-
lacan.

Nanawagan din s
Cimatu sa mga lokal na
pamahalaan  sa Metro
Manila upang unahin ang
pagpasa ng isang ordi-
nansa na nagtuturo sa ka-
nilang mga nasasakupan
ng tamang pagtitipid sa
tubig.

Nitong Martes ay
nakitang nasa kritikal na
antas ang tubig sa dam
para sa domestic water
supply. BENEDICT

ABAYGAR, JR.

>
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TUBINGI Isinasalin ng residente sa drum ang naigib niyang tubig saBgy. South Triangle sa Quezon City. Nasa 12

milyong customer ng Maynilad at Manila Water ang nakakaranas ng kakaunti hanggang walang supply sa loob ng anim

hanggang 18 oras simula nitong Miyerkules, dahil sa patuloy na pagkaunti ng tubig sa Angat Dam.
' MARK BALMORES
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Tinalakay ng Metro Manila
Disaster  Ris Reduction
and Management Council
(MMDRRMC), mga kinauukulang
ahensiya ng gobyerno, at mga water
concessionaire ang mahahalagang
hakbanginkaugnayngnakaambang
malawakang krisis sa tubig dahil sa
patuloy na nababawasang tubig sa
Angat Dam.

Upang matiyak ang delivery
ng supply ng tubig na maaaring
maapektuhan, sinabini Metropolitan
Manila Development Authority
(MMDA) at concurrent MMDRRMC
Chairman Danilo Lim na exempted

trucks ng Maynilad Water Services,
Inc. at Manila Water Company,
Inc. :
Binigyang-diin din ni Lim ang
| kahalagahan na mapaghandaan
ang krisis, lalo na ngayong
nagpapatupad na ng water

ng Metro Manila.

Dumalo sa meeting kahapon
mga opisyal ng Metropolitan
Waterworks and Sewerage System,
| Maynilad, Manila Water, Philippine
Atmospheric, Geophysical
and  Astronomical  Services
Administration (PAGASA), at iba
pang kinauukulang ahensiya ng
. pamahalaan.

| sa number coding scheme ang mga -

interruptions sa malaking bahagi:

Malawakang water crisis, pinaghahandaan

Ni DHEL NAZARIO

ULAN, HINDI SAPAT

Sa nasabing meeting, nilinaw
ng PAGASA na bagamat tag-ulan
na, hindi sapat ang naibubuhos para
madagdagan ang tubig sa Angat
Dam, na nasa Hagonoy sa Bulacan.

Bumaba na sa critical low level
na 160 metro ang tubig sa Angat
Dam.

Kaugnay nito, nanawagan
sa publiko si MMDA General
Manager Jojo Garcia na ugaliin ang
responsableng paggamit ng tubig,
ila halip na ang matipid na paggamit

ito. 3 :
ULAN, IPUNIN

Hinikayat din ng Department of
‘Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) ang mga taga-Metro
Manila na samantalahin at ipunin
ang ulan na nararanasan tuwing
hapon o gabi, para makolekta at
ma-recycle ito sa paglilinis ng

sasakyan, pagdidilig ng halaman,

at pambuhos sa inidoro.
RED CROSS, SASAKLOLO

Tiniyak din kahapon ng
Philippine Red Cross (PRC) na
handa iton%mag-_supply ng tubig
sa mga establisimyento, partikular
naang mga ospital.

Matatandaang noong Marso,
sa kasagsaganng I%risis sa tubig sa

east zone ng Metro Manila at Rizal, '
at kaagad na nakapag-supply ng

- sa Mandaluyong City ang walang

Fﬁj e

tubig ang PRC sa mga ospital atiba
pang komunidad.

Kaugnay ng nasabing water
shortage noong Marso, sinabi
kahapon ni Bayan Muna Party-List
Rep. Carlos Zarate na magsasampa
sila ng karagdagang kaso laban sa
Manila Water.

DAGDAG KASO SA
MANILA WATER

“We will definitely file another
complaint against Manila Water for
more rebates for their costumers,”
sinabi ng lawyer-solon, na kabilang
sa Makabayan Bloc.

Ito ay matapos na makarating
sa Bayan Muna na ilang barangay

supply ng tubig sa loob ng anim na
araw. y

Sinabi ni Bayan Muna Chairman
Neri Colmenares na base sa Manila
Water advisory na inisyu nitong
Miyerkules ng gabi, dapat ay may
tubig na ang Barangka Drive at
Barangka Ibaba pagsapit ng 5:00 ng
madaling araw at 2:00 ng hapon.

. “But residents say that their
water has not returned since it was
cut at 3:00 p.m. last Thursday,” diin
ni Colmenares.

May ulat nina

Ellalyn De Vera-Ruiz,
Mary Ann Santiago, at
Elison A. Quismorio
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Water rationing

nears crltlcal low

By Carmela Ileyes-Estrope
and Ronnel W. Domingo
@Team_Inquirer

The National Water Resources
Board (NWRB) on Thursday
urged Metro Manilans to save
water, warning that it might
impose rationing if the stock in

Angat Dam dropped below the

critical level.
Angat Dam,

of Metro Manila’s water needs.

The Angat stock has been
dipping since the peak of sum-
mer, causing a knock-on effect
on the reserve at La Mesa Dam
in Quezon City.

In March, the water eleva-
tion at La Mesa Dam breached
the critical low level of 69 me-
ters above sea level (masl), set-

ting off a water crisis in the .

east zone that the private dis-

- plenish  the
" through cloud-seeding, but the

in Bulacan
province, supphes 9o percent

failed to anuelpate

Cloud-seedmg

The government has been
trying since early June to re-
Angat

summer heat, which lingers

‘despite the onset of the rainy

season, has prevailed.
- On Thursday morning, the

. Philippine Atmospheric, Geo-

physical and Astronomical Ser-
vices Administration (Pagasa) Te-
ported that the water elevation
in the dam had dipped further to
160.50 masl, nearly breaching the
critical level of 160 masl.

The dam’s minimum operat-
ing level is 180 masl. The reserve
was 161.20 masl on Monday and
was going down at about 0.4
meter daily, Pagasa said.

To conserve the stock, the
NWRB reduced the raw water al-

stock

ing the two private dlsmbutors
to announce earlier this week ro-
tating service interruptions.

But taps ran dry even be-
fore the schedules of service
interruption could start, caus-
ing a public uproar that com-
pelled the Metropolitan Wa-
terworks and Sewerage System
(MWSS) to warn the distribu-
tors on Thursday that it would
fine them if they failed to fol-
low their own timetables.

Maynilad Water  Services
Inc. on Thursday began imple-
menting throughout its west
zone concession rotational,
daily service interruptions
lasting seven to 14 hours.

Manila Water also began
implementing a revised sched-
ule for the east zone “for about

" eight to 12 hours during night-

tirne.'f .

tnbutor Manila Water Co Inc.

low pressure to no water since
March, when the La Mesa Dam
stock dipped to lower than the
critical level.

It seems to be an unending
problem that has become worse
in recent days because of erratic
service.

“The MWSS regulatory of-
fice has determined that the
two concessionaires have failed
to observe the water service in-
terruption schedules that they
announced,” the agency’s chief
regulator Patrick Ty said in a
statement on Thursday.

location for Metro Mamla, forc-

tomers have been enduring

“While the two [companies]
may not be blamed for the current
water supply situation . . . the
schedules are well within their
control, and for which they may
be held accountable,” Ty added.

He said regulators would
consider any period of actual
service interruption occurring
outside the schedule as “not
having been the subject of prop-

- er notice to the customers.”

|-

“Should such nonadherence
continue, this may constitute a
violation of the concession

e SO U o R

Manila Water's cus- ﬁ
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By RHODINA VILLANUEVA

If the water level in Angat Dam in Bulacan drops below 160 me-
ters, there will be further reduction in the allocation for potable water
supply to Metro Manila residents serviced by concessionaires of the
Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System, the National Water

Resources Board (NWRB) said yesterday.

Data from the Philippine Atmo-
spheric, Geophysical and Astronomi-
cal Services Administration showed
that as of 6 am. yesterday, Angat 161.30 meters.

The water in Angat Dam,
which supplies 96 percent of Met-
ro Manila’s tap water needs for
its 12.8 million residents, comes
from the watershed’s river basin that
straddles the towns of Dofia Reme-
dios Trinidad, Norzagaray and San
Jose del Monte in Bulacan.

‘The NWRB also said that apart

from reduction of water alloca-

tion, several measures will be ﬁn—
dertaken to manage the remaining
B water, including the

are continuously implement-
ed. :
- Environment Secretary Roy
Cimatu yesterday urged local

government units (LGUs) in

Metro Manila to prioritize the
passing of an ordinance di-
recting their constituents to
observe water conservation

practices.
U a1 s Eh dihe £ e
that the LGUs pass ordinanc-

es geared at water conser-
vation to prevent the water
problem from worsening,” Ci-

Dam’s water level was at 160,73
meters. That is 0.57 meters less
than Wednesday’s level Q_

al level

The NWRB said that since Wednes-
day, allocation for Metro Manila’s
water concessionaires was already

‘reduced from the original 46 cubic
meters per second to 40 CMS.

NWRB executive director Sevillo
David said that if there will be a fur-
ther drop in Angat's water level to
below 160 meters, they will be forced
to implement a 36 CMS allocation to
MWSS, which might take effect on
Saturday.

AR -

operationalization of the Angat Dam
Low Level Outlet (LLO), the bottom
channel capable of releasing water
below 160 meters. :

“We have started to rehabili-
tate and subject the LLO to tests
since March. It showed that water
quality there is manageable,” David
said. :

This will reportedly be undertaken
while cloud-seeding operations and
reactivation of the MWSS deep wells
Turn to Page 8

matu said.

' He explained that these or-
dinances would have “imme-
diate positive effect” on the
water and food security be-
ing pushed at the national lev-
el by agencies like the Depart-
ment of Environment and Nat-
ural Resources, Department

of Agriculture, NWRB and
National Irrigation Authority.
- The DENR made the call
after the NWRB said it will
reduce water allocation to
“the MWSS once water level &
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Angat Dam level

WATER SHORTAGE Angat Dam is just less than one meter away from its critical level as of Thursday morning, raising fears of more disruptions in water supply in Metro Manila.

With no rains expected until this weekend, Angat
Dam’s level may reach the critical mark of 160
meters in just one or two days. Two days ago, the
level was pegged at 161.78 meters

By Elmer N. Manuel
and Raymart T. Lolo

State weather bureau
Philippine Atmospheric,
Geophysical and Astronomical
Services Administration (Pagasa)
on Thursday warned that Angat
Dam — which supplies water to
Metro Manila and Central Luzon

some parts of the capital region.

The dam’s declining water
level, lack of rains due to El Nino
and high demand were blamed
for a water supply shortage that
brought misery to more than
a million households in Metro
Manila last March.

Angat Dam supplies 90
percent of Metro Manila’s water
requirement.

Pagasa on Friday declared
the start of the rainy season, but
weak El Nifio conditions which
were felt in the tropical Pacific
since the last quarter of 2018 is
“hkely to contmue untll August.

areas — may hit critical level in
one or two days.
* - According to Pagasa weather
forecaster Benison Estareja,
Angat Dam has dipped to
160.73-meter mark as of 6 a.m.
Thursday.

With no rains expected until
this weekend, Estareja said that
the dam’s level may reach the

critical mark of 160 meters in
just one or two days. Two days
ago, the level was pegged at 161.78
meters.

The National Water Resources
Board (NWRB) last month
already slashed water allocation
for agriculture, saying this would
not affect food supply because
farmers were already in the
middle of the planting season.

Regulators also said the
allocation for Metro Manila’s
water supply may be reduced if
the dam hits the 160-meter critical
level. In fact, there are already
scheduled water disruptions in

Relatedly, the Ecology Ministry
of the Archdiocese of Manila has
proposed the rehabilitation of
Wawa Dam in Rizal to address
the water supply shortage.

“We are saying that, why not

restore and rehabilitate Wawa °

Dam? It is the original water
source of Metro Manila since the
time of the Americans,” said Lou
Arsenio of the Ecology Ministry
of the Archdiocese of Manila.
An abandoned dam built
during the American era in
the early 1900s, Wawa Dam
has long been seen as a better
optlon for the water supply

in the metropolis, as it does
not require an expensive
treatment technology like
reverse osmosis. Specifically,
the Wawa Dam catchment area
traverses the municipality of
Rodriguez and Antipolo, both
in Rizal province.

According to Arsenio, it can be
reconstructed instead of building a
new dam. He also reminded the public
about responsible use of water.

“The water demand is just too
big and residents do not really

save, Second is wastage of water L e

and excessive use of the washing
machine, “Arsenio said.
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Water concessionaires
face possible penalties

BY JED MACAPAGAL

THE Metropolitan Waterworks and
Sewerage System-Regulatory Office
(MWSS-RO) warned Manila Water
Co. and Maynilad Water Services
Inc. of possible penaltiesif they fail
to properly notify their customers
of the water service interruptions.
“The MWSS-RO has deter-
mined that the two concessionaires
have failed to observe the water
service interruption schedules that
they announced. Under the con-
cession agreement, Manila Water
and Maynilad are required to notify
their customers of any planned
water service interruptions,” said
Patrick Ty, MWSS chief regulator.
Ty did not specify the penalties.
He said the concessionaires
may not be blamed for the current
watet shortage since the National
Water Resources Board (NWRB)
reduced their allocation from the
Angat Dam, their water service

interruption schedules are “within

-~

their control, and for which they
may be held accountable.”

Ty said MWSS will consider any
period of actual water service in-
terruption that takes place outside
the announced schedules as not
having been the subject of proper
notice to the customers.

“Should such non-adherence
continue, this may constitute as a

_violation of the concession agree-

ment ant the MWSS-RO shall
recommend the imposition of
appropriate penalties,” he warned.
According to the National Power
Cotp, as of 6 a.m. yesterday-(June
20), Angat Dam’s elevation is already
at 160.71 meters which is approach-
ing near the 160 meters critical level.
NWRB earlier said that the
160 meter level is projected to be
breached on June 22 and will trig-
ger another allocation adjustments
to the concessionaires as there will
be a need for the auxiliary unit to
be shut down and will further af-
fect the available supply.
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Manila Water warned

BY JORDEENE B. LAGARE

HE Metropolitan Waterworks and
Sewerage System-Regulatory
Office (MWSS-RO) warned water
concessionaires Manila Water Co. Inc. and
Maynilad Water Services Inc. that they may
be sanctioned for their failure to follow the
scheduled water service interruptions. ;

“The MWSS-RO has determined
that the two concessionaires have
failed to observe the water service
interruption schedules that they

Agreement, Manila Water and
Maynilad are required to notify their
customers of any planned water
service interruptions,” MWSS chief

announced. Under the Concession

ules are well within their control,
and for which they may be held
accountable,” Ty said.

Manila Water, which has yet to

fully restore its services following

supply lack in March, was slapped
with a P1.13-billion fine in April for
its failure to meet its service obliga-
tion of round-the-clock supply to all
its customers.

The NWRB reduced water alloca-
tion from Angat Dam, which supplies
the water needs of Metro Manila, from
46 cubic meters per second (cms) to
40 cms.

A, Ty said the agency

regulator Patrick Lester Ty said.

issued a “stern warning” to the two
water firms in relation to the sched-
ule of water service interruptions
posted by both companies.

The two firms have started im-
plementing service disruptions in
Metro Manila as well as parts of
Rizal and Cavite provinces after
regulators reduced water supply
from Angat Dam.

Service disruptions in the metrop-
olis and nearby provinces lasting for
7 to 14 hours were implemented
during nighttime or off-peak hours.

Both

Ty said the agency shall recom-
mend the imposition of “appropri-
ate penalties.”

The MWSS-RO will take into con-
sideration any period of actual water
service interruption that occurred
outside the schedule announced by
Manila Water and Maynilad since cus-
tomers were not properly informed.

“While the two concessionaires
may not be blamed for the current
water supply situation since the
National Water Resources Board
(NWRB) reduced their allocation
from Angat Dam, the water service

interruption sched-

Maynilad and Manila Water had
said their customers would contin-
ue to experience little to no water
supply until their allocation from
Angat Dam is increased.

As of Thursday, Angat's water
level was 160.73 meters, a mere
0.57-meter away from its critical
level of 160 meters.

Philippine Atmospheric, Geo-
physical and Astronomical Ser-
vices Administration hydrologist
Richard Orendain expects the dam

level mark in two
davs. ‘

« to reach its critical '
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PAGBABAWASNG
ALOKASYON NG NWRB SA
MGAKONSESYUNARYO

INANUNSYO na ng Nation-
al Water Resources Board
(NWRB) na nagbhawas na
ang ahensya ng alokasy-
on sa MWSS para sa dala-
wang konses ryo, ang
Manila Water Company at
ang Maynilad Water mula
sa 46 cubic meters per sec-
ond, ibinaba sa 40 CMS
upang bigyang-daan ang
pagha-handa ng ‘low-lev-
el outlet’ (LLO) habang

nalalapit na ang antas ng

Angat Dam sa kritikal na
lebel na 160-meters.
Ayon kay Executive Di-
rector- NWRB Dr. Sevillo
David, Jr., matindi ang
nararanasan' nating init ng
panahon at may pag-ulan -
tong nakaraang araw, ngunit
hindi sapat pa rin. Ang lebel
ng tubig ay nasa 160.70 na
kahapon, malamang nasa
160 kritikal lebel na ngay-
ong umaga. Ang dalawang
konsesyunaryo ng tubig ki-
nakaila-ngan na fin bawasan
ang kani-kanilang alokasy-

on sa kanilang customer.

“Kung ang lebel ng tu-
big sa angat dam ay mas
bumaba sa160 metro, ang
NWRB ay magkakaroon ng
karagdagang pagbabawas
sa alokasyon sa MWSS,
mula sa 40 metro kubiko
bawat segundo, ibaba namin
hanggang 36 cms’, pahay-
agni Execut}ve Dlreclor Dav-
id.

Ayon sa Manila Water
Company, “Dahil dito ay
maaapektuhan ang supply
ng tubig patungo sa aming
mga treatment plants na kail-
angan upang mapunan ang
aming mga reservoir, Bun-
sod nito, kinakai-langan nam-
ing magpatupad ng mga ‘ro-

"tational water service inter-

ruptions' sa buong East
Zone, kung saan nagsimula
noong ika-18 ng Hunyo, mula

8 hanggang 12 oras tuwing

gabi. Amin pong ilalagay ang
schedule ng water interrup-

. tions sa aming mga social

media platforms. Kami po ay

ANG INYONG
UN(;KO’

patuloy na magbibigay ng
mga update hinggil sa kala-
gayan ng supply ng tubig”.
Para sa detalye, maaa-
ring tawagan ang Manila Wa-
ter's Customer Care Hotline
1627 o bisitahin ang aming
Facebook (www.facebook.-

smimamlawmaﬂ at Twitter
(www.twitter.com/Manil-
-aWaterPH) accounts.

Ayon naman sa May-

nilad Water, “Ang anunsyo'

ng NWRB ukol sa pagbaba-
was ng paglalaan ng tubig
mula sa Angat Dam mula sa
46 naging 40 metro kubiko
bawat se-gundo (CMS),
mapipilitan kami na ipatupad
ang ‘rotational water service

,intarruptiomsabuonglugar

ng aming sinasakupan kung
saan maaapektuhan ang 70%
ng customer base namin”.
Ang ‘rotational water
service interruptions ng

nllonglmggoupangmapak
inabangan ng lahat ang limi-

May-
nilad Water ay nagsimula

—
DR.!IMAC.O"

tadong suplay at matiyak na
magkakaroon ng suplay ng

tubig, kahit na sa loob ng il- -

‘ang oras araw-araw.

Sa ngayon, may mga
hakbang ang Maynilad kung
papaano mapigilan ang epe-
kto ng pagbabawas ng alo-
kasyon ng tubig, kabilang

ang pagpapalawig ng mga

oras ng pagpapatakbo ng

aming mga istasyon ng

pumping at pag-activate muli
ng aming deep wells o mala-
lim na balon. Kung kinakail-
angan, ang Maynilad ay
magpapadala ng mga mobile
waler tankers at mag-install
maitmhang apdmdm lugar.

‘Mangyaring patuloy na
subaybayan ang Maynilad

Water Facebook page at Twit-
ter account (@manyilad), -

upang malaman ninyo kung
kailan kayo mawawaiau ng
tubig o iskedyul ng rotational

water service interruptions sa
inyong lugar.
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tributaries of t

‘settlors resldlng along

dmuma in Blnondo, M

! napommlulon (PRRC) started their relocation yesterday. Two
e ‘

be relocated to Trece
r!vo that suffers from wasﬁ
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molish shanties along Estero Magdalena on Claro M. Recto Avenue in Manila's

SHANTIES NO MORE. Workers from the Pasig River Rehabilitation Commission de
The clearing operation Is in preparation for the coming rainy season to declog the

Binondo district Thursday. About 270 families will be relocated to Trece Martirez, Cavite,
flow of the Pasig River. Norman Cruz
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‘ Famnhesrwﬂlgget a new :
lease in life ‘fullowmg thelr :
' relocatlon o i

8 -'r, !

Atleastszmnmeslivmgmmknduft
. slmnhes alongﬂwEstem de Magdalena

with the Natlonal Housmg Authonty_
axﬂhealnm—-mwymnttee will
be relocating the informal settlers
from the estero t%Summer Homes in
_ Ba.rangay Cabuoo, 'l‘rece Mm'hres in

’I‘tmfamilies hvmgdo ‘both
toRednAwenueﬂﬁ:smmdhym
_bamngawsmthedy i
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IMBESTIGADaVe

o Dave M. Veridiano, E.E.

Indigenous People’,
- palabigasan ng

NCIE DAR, at DENR

TUNG sa ibang bansa ang mga “indigenous
wpeople” o [P ay iniingatan at mi

ing pangalagaan ang kanilang kultura, dito
itin ay palabigasan at gatasan sila ng mga
syalng ahensiyang halaanna dapat
tumutulong sa mgaito,

Kadalasan panga, ang sobrang paghihirap-
mga IP dito saatinay sinasamantalang 7
 Philippines ay isang multi-billion company na

1a teroristang grupo upang isulong an,
ilang makasarilin adiikan, angiba

z an it .puwersa n;
i pnalP. gﬁnnahaffnamitabo ng
malayong kabundukan mula sa kanilang

“ancestral home” na pinagpapasasaan naman n
mga corruptna opisyal ng pamahalaan at ganid
nanegosyante.

[to ‘ang aking naging pananaw nang
makahara gko si Sa’m ﬁgario Abbatuan, ng

B'Laan Tribe ng Polomoloc, South Cotabato, na

huminging tulong sa mﬁlmamamahayag upang
ipaabot kay Pangulong Duterte ang kurapsiyong:
nagaganap sa da
kmﬂgﬁm ,000 ektaryang
B'Laan Tribe.
- SaNews Forum na Balitaan sa Maynila, na
inanap sa Bean Belt Coffee sa Dapitan Street,

oc, Maynila noong

ancestral domain’ ng

i Linlgléo, isiniwalat ni
. Datu Abbatuan, angAttorney-In-Fact' ng B'Laan

Tribe, na sa halip na ang mga IP ng B'Laan Tribe
ang makinabang sa kanilang lupain - na kumpleto
namansalahatngdokummtonamaipapatunayna
%-aariitongkanilangtribu-ang umpaniyang
DOLE Philippines ang nakikinabang dito matapos
na gawing!aniumnngpmga; )

Ayon kay Datu Abbatuan, ang DOLE

dating pinapatakbo ng mga negosyanteng Pilipino

‘na sangayonay hawak nang mga negosyanteng
Hapones. e
~ Walang kaalam-alam ang mga Hapones na

at sana'y naipamahaginasa

; anﬁz.!tllﬂlnsa lupain na kanilang ibinabayad agrahin'di

sa kamay ng mga B'Laan Tribe napupunta,
s;}mganﬁyemgrolammgngisangkoo 2

umano ng mga ganid na opisyi
ng pamahalaan. i

~ Ang taunang renta sa i gaektarya a
P35,000- kaya hmmatagnﬁngna P63 bilyonkada
taon - para sa 18,000 ektaryang lupain na pag-aari

 ng B'Laan Tribe. Kanino kayang malalalim na
napupuntaang bilyones na ito?

Malamang ang sinasabi ni Datu Abbatuan na
m OPEyaiayghlingmn pan ng Department

vironmentand Natu Resources(DENRl);
National Commission on Indigenous Peo
(NCIP); Departmentof Agrarian Reform A?i

atlokal na pamahalaan ng SOUTH COTABATO.

Makailang ulitna umano nilang nilapitanangmga

ito, bitbit ang mga dokumento na patunay na dapat
nan ngmgalPnaB'Laan Tribeang
kanﬁa.n' ilang “ancestral domain,” subalit pinaikut-ikot
lamang umano silang mgaito.

Libo ang naghthirap na mga kabilang sa
B'Laan Tribe samantalang ang m_m inalad
‘mal’akassamg’aopisyallmhltnamga indi natibu

ay 42 pamilya lamang na pi ooban
. ng&rgﬁgamrﬂm%weﬁmiip(% )saisang
_ pekeng seremonya. Sanaturang seremonya umano

binirang water canon ng mga bumbero!
‘mgaloteng inuokupa

e
Vi

 pansin ang kani
.ay'hindingmanpm lema dahil ang hinihingi nil

ay pinagsuot native ’yuhé mga tumanggap
A samantalang ‘yung mga natibu B a

babayad na ng amilyar s¢
) mﬁ dahilnilagyann:
rin kami ng mga muhon, na pinaﬁkdn”ﬁibﬂsymm
pa ponaming mga katutubo para lang sa legalidad
géro sasitwasyonngayonay iilan lamang sa mg;
'laan ang sinuwerte na nagkaroon ng CLO.
yong dapat e lahat ng mga pami-pamilyan

“Kami poay na

Blaanang d?at namakaukupa sa lugar namin

ahil sa manipulasyon ng.mg

Ang kaso,

‘maiimpluwensiyasa probinsiyanamin, ehmayory:

samga katutubo ay pi tan ng kanilang m
karagalan," himut{a Dagh]:?bbatgan. : .

ta pa ni Datu Abbatuan: “Baka parany
bulkan nastumabog ang nagpupuyos na damdami

ng mga natibong B'Laan na nakararami sa amin
 lalawigan. ‘Wag na sanang hintayin:

ng ?1tin;

paimahalaan na ma ito bago bigyan n|
D bl T

ay matagal ng rin naman naibigay nasakanilan
1-‘yung pamamahaginalang nama
angdapatnilang gawin!” . - :
& NE;-text at tumawag sa Globe: 0936-9953459
mag-email sa: daveridiano@yahoo.com
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garbage du _jp'l,- '

BANGKOK - B1thef dis-

utes over com
1:‘m ‘the South Cﬁna Sea are
likely to surface at the two-

day Assocxatxon of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN)

Some officials in_ Manila
initially blamed Chinese
sailors for deliberately ram- (N
ming the boat and leaving &'

Filipino fishermen stranded [

at sea. But Pres1dent Duterte

Rody leaves for Asean s summtt in Bangkok today See Page 4, ;

meeting starting Saﬁirday this week downplayed the_
in this Thai capital after the incident, saymg it was ”]ust _
sinking of a Flipmo fishing a collision.””

boat in the resource-rich  The flashpoint hlghhghts
waterway. _ TurntoPage4 §

fhe urgent need for tough- here today to reclaim... the

ened-up terms in a Code of  right to live in a sustainable en-

Conduct for clashes between ~ vironment in Thailand,” said

fishermen at sea, said Ma- TaraBuakamsri of Greenpeace
nila-based security analyst Thailand.

' Richard Heydarian. ‘ ’IheymlledforASEANcoun

“1f the Chinese don’t rein tries to ban the export of waste

in these fishermen... this 15 “from anywhere in the world

—

just gomg to get worse, ~ into the region,” Tara said.
he said. ~ The trash pile-up in South-
Dumpsﬂ:o east Asia accelerated after
of the world - China stopped accepting watte

in 2018, and Greenpeace says
plastic refuse imports have
increased by a staggering 171
percent since 2016. -

The imported waste is sup-
posed to be recycled, but some-
times arrives mixed with unre-
cyclable items or is improperly
handled and ends up being
burnt or leaking into water-
ways and the sea.

~The issue has been in.  the
headlines recently after the
Philippines sent a huge ship-
ment of garbage back to Cana-
da, sparking a diplomatic row.

on Southeast Asian leaders And last week, Indonesia
to ban imports of trash {-rom,. returned five containers of rub-
developed countries. ",blshtot}\eUS saying it refused
A group of about 50 Thm a “dumping ground.”

activists, some holding plac- Thaﬂand ‘currently imports
ards reading “No Space for waste from scores of coun-
Waste,” joined Greenpeaee tnes, much of it ending up in
campaigners to call for an _landfi s and waste disposal
end to all trash imports to  f; ities that have prompted
Southeast Asia. pollution complaints from

““The communities are residents. — AFP

Campalgners are also
urging ASEAN leaders to
tackle the mounting prob- .
lem of plastic and electronic
- waste — much of it imported
from Western nations and
accumulatmg in Southeast
Asia. ;

Greenpeace this week ;
said the region has become.
“the world’s new dump-

site.”

Protesters in Bangkok
yesterday dumped plastic
waste in front of a govern-
ment building and called
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 Land-area data gaps
impact SC tax ruling

By CA1 U. ORDINARIO ¥ @caiordinario Batangas Gov. HermilandoI. Man-

HE National Land Use Committee
(NLUC) aims to address discrepancies
in the computation of land areas
being contested by the majority of local
government units (LGUs) nationwide before
2022, according to the National Economic and
Development Authority (Neda).

NedaRegional Development Of-
fice (RDO) Undersecretary Adora-
cion M. Navarro told the BUSINESS-
MIRROR that 71 percent of cities
and municipalities are contesting
theirlandareas, evenafteranation-
wide cadastral survey conducted by

the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)
Land Management Bureau (LMB).

Navarro said there is a need to
resolve these concerns before 2022,
given the Supreme Court’s final
decision granting the petition of

danas to automatically release the
internal revenue allotment (IRA)
of LGUs.

“The LMB’sland measurements
are the result of the 2011-2015 na-
tionwide cadastral survey program
of the government. Since the LMB
isthe foremostexpertinthese mat-
ters, thenational governmentmust
find a way of making the expert’s
result acceptable to the LGUs. And
it must do soon, especiallybecause
there will be a bigger pie for LGUs
come 2022, given the Supreme
Court’s final decision on the Man-
danas petition,” Navarro said.

Navarro explained that a land
area impacts LGUs significantly
given that it helps determine the
level of their IRA and revenue col-

lections, as well as shapes its poli-
tics, particularly during elections.
After the LMB’s cadastral sur-
vey, however, Navarro said 1,163
of the 1,634 cities and munici-
palities nationwide are contesting
the survey results. She said these
LGUsare contesting theresultsat
the LMB. :
“If an LGU’s land measurement
is different from the old one and
DBM adopts thenewmeasurement,
the LGU’s IRA share will also be
affected. Since the LGUs also have
land-based revenue collections, a
change in the measurements of
theirlands, once officiallyaccepted,
willalso affect their revenue collec-
tions. The change will also affect
the setting of political boundaries
forvarious purposes, like election,”

Navarro explained. )

In April, the Supreme Court

~maintained its decision which
declared that the IRA share of all
LGUs must be based on the collec-
tions of all national taxes, and not
onlyfromnationalinternalrevenue
taxes collected by the government,

Inits July 3, 2018, decision, the
Courtincreased the IRA of LGUs to
include the tax collection of other
agenciesaside from the BIR as basis
for the computation.

It included tariff and duties col-
lected by the Bureau of Customs, 50
percent of value-added tax, 30 per-
cent of national taxes collected in
the Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao, 60 percent of national
taxes collected from the exploita-
tion and development of national

wealth, 85 percent of excise tax

~ from tobacco products, and a por-

tion of franchise taxunder Republic
Acts 6631 and 6632 (Horse Racing
Laws), among others.

The Court’s decision stemmed
from the petition filed in January
2012 by former Batangas Second
District Rep. and now Provincial
Gov. Hermilando Mandanas.

The SC voted 10-3 to partially
grant the petition of Mandanas,
who had questioned the process of
allocating IRA funds for the LGUs.

Section 284 of Republic Act
7160, which created LGUs, stated
that provincial, city and munici-
pal governments should receive 40
percent of total national internal
revenue taxes collected by the na-
tional government.
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11 huli ng NBI sa illegal quarrying

Inaresto n%lm a ahente ng National Bureau of -
Investigation (NBI) ang labing-isang indibidwal kabi-
lang ang dalawang Chinese sa iligal na pagmimina -
ng buhangin, sa Florida, Pampanga, kamakalawa.
Sa pulong-balitaan kahapon sa NBI headquar-
ters, ipinrisinta sa media nina NBI deputy director
and spokesperson Ferdinand Lavin, ang mga
nadakip_kabilang a&g mga dayuhang sina Geng
Ping Y Zhu at Ge Wei . !
ay pawang sumailalim sa inquest proceedings sa
Department of Justice (DO.J) sa paglabag sa Sec-
tion 108 (Theft Minerals) ng Republic Act 7942 o
an_(kPhili ine Mining Act of 1995. i e
. Nabatid sa NBI na nagreklamo ang Palakol and

hen. Ang mga nadakip

Quarry Development Corporation hinggil sa iligal na
operasyon ng Riah Yuan Vibro at Ant%nio ‘Buyson
Quarry sa Gumain River, bahaging Floridablanca,
Pampanga kaya nakipag-ugnayan sila sa Depart-

‘ment of Environment and Natural Resources-Mines

and Geosciences Bureau (DENR-MGB), kung

saan nadiskubreng walang permit na hawak ang

dalawang mining company.

‘Sinamsam e m?a.kagamm atinarestoang
iga

‘mga sangkot sa na operasyon kabilang ang
‘may-ari ng Antonio Buyson Quarry. _
Natuklasan namay permit sa quarrying operations
ang Buyson subalitlabas naman saarea na pinapaya-
gan sa permit ang pinagminahan. (Ludly Bermudo)
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BUTUAN CITY - A police patrol in-

':Hét"lo?gs, lumber seized in Surigao

% wasstﬂltnbedeﬁerminedasof"l‘hur&

tercepted avanioadedwﬂ.h illegally cut day

\logs and lumber products in Sitio Dalit,
‘Barangay San Isidro, Gigaquit; Surigao
-del Norte, early this week, Lt. Col Chris-
.hanLRaﬁ)lsIl,ch:efofReglqnalPubhc ;
. ‘Information Office of Police Regional Of- g
fice 13 told Manila Bulletin. s
. “No cutting permit and no transport
“documents were presented by the driver
‘and helpers during initial mvesbgauon," .
‘police reported. !
5, 'Iheidenﬂh&sofmednverandhelp-s
‘ers were temporarily withheld as the fi-
nancier or owner of the seized products  Crismundo)

g The vanyieldedss round Iogs and9
freshly sawn lauan. '
~ The van and its cargo were takentn
the Community Environment and Natu-
ral Resources Office (CENRO) Deposito-

- ry compound in Tubod, Surigao delNor!:e,.

'ﬁ)rﬁnalsealmgandsafekeepmg,

* CENRO officer Joseph Leo Oconer

1 saldthe'I'ubodCENROUﬁceandpolloe
_is preparing charges against the sus-

pects, ‘the owner of the van and the own-
er of the seized forest products. (MikeU
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Air pollution ranked as biggest - -
environmental threat to human health

BY EMILY THAMPOE

UNITED NATIONS: In a world that is becoming
more and more industrial by the'day, air
pollution appears to be on the rise.

While there have been efforts in major cit-
ies to combat the grave effects that pollution
can have on the overall health of its citizens,
there is still more progress to be made.

Karen Beck Pooley, a Professor of Prac-
tice of Political Science and the Director of
Lehigh University’s Environmental Policy
Design program, told IPS: “One thing that
we've always known but we haven't paid as
much attention to until fairly recent"y is the
degree to which people’s immediate environ-
ments affect their health.”

The importance of recognizing air
pollution as a prevalent problem was
emphasized by the theme of the recent
2019 World Environment Day, with of-
ficial celebrations held in this year's host
country, China.

Additionally, reports such as the one
released recently in Sarajevo, and titled
“Air Pollution and Human Health: The
Case of the Western Balkans,” highlighted
the adverse effects on the public.

Talking on' the implications of air pol-
lution, Catriona Brady, head of the World
Gréen Building Council's Better Places for
People campaign told IPS that, “air pollu-
tion is considered to be the biggest envi-
ronmental threat to human health today.”

“Research shows that over 90 percent
of people acros§ the world are exposed
to unsafe levels of air pollution, which
includes both the population in big cities
and small communities. The effect this
pollution has on citizen health is quite
horrifying — studies suggest that almost
every organ of the human body can be af-
fected by toxic airborne particles, and this
is resulting in an approximate 7 million
premature deaths each year.”

Pooley notes that the actual planning of
cities can have an impact on the amount of
pollution produced, saying that, “The way we
build our cities and the way people organize
their lives in them, affect how much we need
car trave] or truck traffic. Or environmentally
dirty things that we need like trash facili-
ties and where these things are located and
who's living in the midst of the effects of
those things.”

While there are positive plans, such as Ca-
nadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau's deci-
sion to phase out coal usage in his country by
2030 or Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta's
plan to ban single-use plastics from being
used in the country’s national parks, there
are also efforts being made on both smaller
and larger scales worldwide. !

_ Pooley observes that, “At the moment,

most of the enwronmental conservation
work and attempts to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions and thlngs of that nature are
coming from cities.”

Brady says that her organization, “has
embarked on a global ‘Air Quality in Built
Environment’ campaign, in partnership
with the Climate and Clean Air Coalition.

“With this work we've been raising
awareness about the role of buildings and
cities in generating emissions and air pol-
lution, both inside and outside of build-
ings, and highlighting strategies that can
be valuable to mitigate these. Step one is

' monitoring — as we can’t reduce what we

can't measure.”

She also said: “We're advocating for the
roll out of air quality monitors to provide
detailed data on emissions across the
world. With this data we're equipped with
the necessary information to lobby our
policy makers to make changes needed to
clean up our energy grid, buildings, and
air quality.”

Pooley states that citizens can make
small changes that will be helpful as well.
“Cutting down on car travel can be a big
help because so much pollution comes
from cars. So, the more places that are
walkable and bikeable and the more trips
that are made by something other than
cars, the less pollution we/ll have.”

Day to day actions can be quite helpful,.
but having policies put in place may also,
help deter the harmful effects that poor air|
quality is having on the lives of those who}
inhabit such areas. |

Brady suggests something similar, whllei
also maintaining that citizen action 1s!
important. Policy initiatives — such as the‘
recent London Ultra Low Emission Zone —|

«can help catalyze action toward clean air. '

Policy enforcement around energy gen-'
eration, building energy efficiency, con-|
struction practices, transport, waste and'
many other factors are v1tal to preserve
citizen health.

“But the role of the citizen is aléd"lm-g
portant; reducing the emissions from our
lifestyle in terms of energy constumption and.
choices, diet, and transport methods are all
achievable for the individual,” said Brady. -

“And if you're worried about being ex-
posed to pollution by cycling or walking to-
work, then it's worth knowing that you're

~ generally exposed to far higher levels of

pollutants in a car in traffic or in an un-
derground system!” :

With world leaders proposing plans to.
help deter ruinous environmental effects.
and with cities implementing new policies
to help out, it is clear that progress is being
made in helping to create cleaner environ-
ments to live in. IPS
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| Enwronment stewards
to guard tourism sites

MALOLOS CITY, Bulacan - Toen;'

sure security and enyironmental proteq-f e
- tion of the country’s tourist destinations,
the “Kaligkasan” (Kaligtasan at Ka-

. likasan) program was launched in Bula-

can Thursday at the Hiyas ng Bulaean
Convention Center here. i

- Col. Chito G. Bersaluna, Bulacan"

police director; led the launchmg of the
program.
i BersalunasaldKahgl-:asams apro_]ect

of the Philippine National Police (PNP)

which taps local volunteers in protecung

 the ecology of tourism sites, -

_canEnvironment and Natural Resources
Office (BENRO), joined'fdrce-mulﬁpliers'“
from municipalities and cities in the

Elizabeth Apresto, head of the Bula~

province in pledging their comm:tment
as environment stewards.

The launching was attended by Col.
Rhoderick C. Armamento, Central Lu-
zon police deputy reglonal director for
Operatton (DRDO) with Director Arthur

C Salazar, CESO 1V ARD, for‘IVechm.‘

‘cal Services, DENR regional office for

- Central Luzon, as guest of honor and

speaker.

In his speech, Salazar said envi- ;
ronmental conservation is everybhody’s

commitment and shared responsibilities
of government agencies tasked to pmtect

and preserve our natural resources.

“Hand and hand, we endeaVor to

' safeguard Mother Nature so that future

generations will still be able to experi-
enceits beauty and abundance. "Saiazar ;
added. (Freddle (6 Vel&) :
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200 eco-warrior

ng Nueva Ecije

NANUMPA kahapon ang
mahigit sa 200 eco-war-
riors sa paglulunsad ng

OPLAN: Kaligtasan-Ka- b=
likasan (KALIGKASAN)
na itinataguyod ng Nue-
va Ecija Police Provincial
Office (NEPPO), katu-
wang ang Department of
Environment and Natural

ay nilinaw ni Police

sa pamamagi )
Major Manuel Catacutan,
chief ng police commil-
nity relations, na layunin
ng programa na mapag-
jbayo ang ‘“enyironmet- -
tal consciousness” Dg
mamamayan.

Kasama sa programa
ang mga taga Provin-
cial Environmental
and Natural Resources,
Provincial Tourism Of-
fice, Kapisanan ng mga
Broadcaster ng Pilipi-
nas-NE chapter at mga
volunteers mula sa 27
bayan at limang I
ng lalawigan,

Ayon kay PENROQ Jo-
selito Blanco unang tutu-
ruan ang mga volunteer
ukol sa mga batas pang-
kalikasan; tulad ng mga
environmental at forestry
laws, bago itatalagang
tagapangalaga ng mga
tourist destinatio | sites
sa Nueva Ecija.

Kabilang umano sa
pun aalagaan ang
Minalungao Heritage
Park, Pantabangan dam
water reservoir at mga
water lakes sa Cuyapo,
Rizal at iba pa
co na ang paglulunsa
?{ itinaon s‘;ﬁmn ng

unyo na ‘environment
monﬂi”-‘(Jm
man)
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‘Act now on climate crisis in Asia-Pacific’
THE Asian Development Bank’s (ADB) is holding its 14th Asia  bound phase-out lan for matural ome amd roroecre.
Ciean Energy Forum (ACER) this week from17-21June2019. The  on rengwable :rtul:rlgyn ?’mgfi?:‘d e i
B R b s vt ibsiemnbes parters demands Jetiironimentnr to the etioctds o pbie 7 1 Fe i
e s PR e Ao e BBt
T THER Y, et o i ergy, bcology, an Vi t “Ttis high ti
&g‘:‘ggﬁ‘g‘:ﬁﬁ”mﬁdﬂoﬁmmmm*mmmg ~ ADB jc_d_makggyse of decen mrex(wwabl)e'egelrsgl;vlghu;gl e"fgi |
In ADB's Stra mmt o aris Agreement. likein the case of the Philippines. Thesehave been proven tobean
abionF ey rﬁnteg S creased its committed oper- effectivealternative in providing clean, affordable and accessible
ns supporting climate change mitigation and adaptation to electricity particularly among unelectrified and re hi
i e tmeand et o rritoe vesmeis ora e el i s et o
carbon economy. “However despite thisthetoric, ADB’s deafen- i isli oManila eeHimtony cai o
ingsilenceonreiringcoal-fired power planiithadearlerfunded ' Tastiy: CS05 Henn mot o Ky pricesarerising
g?tf;ssigm{tthanﬂc:igamungﬁqanuggfoﬂossﬂfﬁelsspeaksms‘m_rk‘;3-7_d‘_ism-buted renewable energy systems beca usesit HUEINgS
Cdordin:':gr, Ncocggrlgumb;lnaxDBAnna bel Perreras, Advocacy Wa@g.ﬁd_advmmm%&@{macy. Itis designed on
| CSOsdemand that ADB, asastandard bearer forotherMDBS,  ccomomich and congibutan 1o the hesii mmy miauppOrislocal
‘sioulc_l a:;%;irg\é?t F‘Qeis“g;%m:accpt@pégﬂﬁﬂa the 1.5-  people. By investing in distributed renew: abié‘:nm'gy s}gstemp aus
egree p vay. Ac rdm% 0 an Hassan, Executive Direc- _essentially thi ite ~ falfilli TR Wy
tor of NGO Forum on ADB, “In order for the Bank to demonstrate mpgénﬁis&m:;agmﬁgmmg J
A¥ s LiTE 0y vy RERI i afl ek __‘V“,‘_‘.'-::‘.r' Gy 3 g Aoty

its commitment n anambiguous érm, it should have a fime | ensuiing energy aceeds ot
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NGO sa ADB: Climate
- crisis sa Asia-Pacific,
aksyunan!

HINIKAYAT ng isang non-
govunmem organizations
(NGO), mga miyembro at
partners nito sa Asian De-
velopment Bank (ADB) na
aksyunan ang climate cri-

gyFonm[AcEF)nasin!m-
ulan nitong June 17 at mag-

'mhpoua.lmez'l 2019,

‘Noong 2018, ang multila-
. teral development banks

(MDBS)WQWADBGY
gumawa

W{WM‘

gy 2030, itinaas nito sa 75%

ang kanilang operasyon sa

pagsuporta sa ‘climate change
mitigation' at'adaptation' sa loob
ng 11 -taon at nangakong
uma!hna_mag—&waasam
carbon economy.’

“However despite this
thetoric, ADB's deafening si-
lence on retiring coakfired power
plants it had earfier tmdad in
the region and banning financ-

ing for-fossil fuels speaks in
RS ‘ayopwﬁy- e
mi'_m't‘. oty ‘ :-Il_.lﬂlihl

~ torng NGO Fo

[

Bitigyam-chrmun nl

‘-rector ng Center

Gerry Arances, Executive Di-  kinatawan mula sa komunidad

for Energy, naapektadosa ADB-backed

Ecology, and Development  project sa Zambales.

(CEED), pana?mrnpamnde—
sentralisado ng ADB ang 're-

‘newable energy microgrids' -

gaya ng sa Pilipinas.

kayang elektrisidad ang 're-
newable energy microgrids'
partikularsa mgaslaatmfmte
area sa Metro Manila.
KabilangsamgaNGOna:
nanawagan sa ADB na ak-
siyunan ang nararanasang 'cli-
mate crisis' ay ang Philippine.

Mavement for Climate Justice

(PMCU), Center for Energy,
Ecology, and Development

- (CEED), NGO Forum on the
 ADB; Freedom from Debt Co-, -

dihnn(FBG)Smlamsatmga

JAN SINOCRUZ

.
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- NGO sa ADB: Climate Crisis
sa Asia-Pacific, aksiyunan
HINTKAYAT ng Non-governmental organizations
GO), mga miyembro at partners nito sa Asian Deve-
ochnt Bank’s (ADB) na aksiyunan ang nagnianq? na
“climate crisis’ sa Asia Pacific, kasabay nang kanilan
(. isinagawang ika-14 na Asia Clean Energy Forum (ACE
:121% g&nﬁulan nitong June 17 at magtatapos sa June 21,

Noong 2018, ang multilateral development banks
(MDBs) iab:lang ang ADB ay gumawa ng ‘joint frame-
work® para sa kanilang mga akiibidad 02 may kinalaman
sa Paris Agreement. P St
Nabatid na sa ADB Strategy 2030 ay itinaas nito sa
75% ang kanilang operasyon sa pagisu%ona sa ‘climate
change mitigation” at *adaptation’ sa loob n; I1 -taon at
nangakong' Gunahin na mag-mvest sa ‘low-carbon eco-
nomy.’ H hdn 5 ] 5V AT SR A
_Bmlg‘yal;g-dun naman ni Gerry Arances, Executive
Director of Center for Energy, Ecology, and Develop-
ment (CEED), na ganahon Na para idesentralisado ng
ADB ang ‘renewable energy microgrids’ gaya ng sa

Pilipinas.

“lt is high time for ADB to make use of decentralized
renewable cner? microgrids like in the case of the Phi-
lippines. These have been proven to be an effective alter-
native in providing clean, ordable and accessible electri-
CI? particularly among unelectrified and remote house-
holds, small island grids and impoverished communities and
even 1 metropolis like Metro Manila where electricity
prices are mmﬁ’" pahwanajg ni utive Director
of Center for Energy, Eco ogy, and Development I{CEED).
aksl_(ab:lang sa mga NGO na nanawagan sa Igll?i\ipa

Lsiyunan ang nararanasang ‘climate crisis’ ay an i

ine Movement for Climate Justice PMCI); Cé‘nter f{;

nergy, Ecology, and Develo ment (CEED); NGO Forum
on the ADB; Freedom from Debt Coalition (FDC); Sanla-
kas; at mga kinatawan mula sa_ unidad na sa
ADB-backed project sa Zambales. ;

Anila, sa paglalagak ng investment sa “distributed re-
newable energy sys ms’,” mah; g makatutulonﬁ,ito
sa pagtupad ng commitment ng ADB sa agpapabuti ng |
governance at pagtupad sa Bank’s stated o jﬂ%g -
SIsiguro ng energy access para sa lahat. =y
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‘organizations (N

NGO sa ADB: Climate Cngls
- sa Asia-Pacific, aksiyonan

HINIKAYAT (§O) non—governmental

mga miyembro at

alternatibo para sa pagkakaroon §gaiims
abot— a a};ar mapupu.ntahang elekrisidad
naninirahan

ers nito sa Asian Development Bank’s ar ng mga samga isla at
{ B) na aksiy mxanangmgaganapna "remote area, magmgsa Metro Manila.
c:r[s1s sa Asia Pacific, kasabay ng kanilan, “It is high time for ADB to make use of
isinagawang ika-14 na Asia ean Energy d renewable like
Forum (A na sinimulan mtong 17 Hunyo in the case ofthePlamPpmes have been
at magtata s sa 21 Huzt'ﬂra proven to be an effective aItemauve viding
Nocm blf teraldevelopment clean, a.ffordable and accessible el c1ty
ang ang ADB ay gumawa among un

n omt framework’ a sa kanilang m
Eﬁl’]hdad na ma-y ﬁmalthan sa aﬁ‘i

! Nabaud sa ADB Strategy 2030 ay itinaas

nito sa 75% an kamlang operasyon sa
pagsu orta sa ‘climate change mitigation’
at "adaptation’ sa loob ng 11 taon at
nangakong uunahin mag-invest sa ‘low-

- carbon economy.’

- “However despite this rhetonc, ADB’
deafenmEasﬂmce on mm‘f coal-fired power
plants it had earhgr funded in the region and

, instark
contrast with this ¢

t mxmtmen " ayon kay
.AmlabelPerrems,Advecanomﬂma N
.ForpmonADB

microgrids’ gaya ng sa Filipinas.
Ar%l;a, 1t§:¥' nagamnaygn nang epektibong sa

ADB
‘Sanlakas; at mga kinatawan mula sa
komunidad na a?pektado sa ADB-backed'

F\ousehol s, small island grids and
impoverished communities and even in
mego s like Metro Manila where
rices are rising,” paliwanag ni Arances,
xecutive Director of Center for Energy,
Eco]ogg and Developﬁ'lé-g (CEED).
ang sa m, na nanaw.
ADBnaaksag ga ?:Emate
cnsns an P pme ovement for Climate
, Ecology, and
evelolgment (CEED) NGO orum on the
reedom from Debt Coalition (FDC);

FPIOjECheA Zam

Anila, sa paglalagak ng mvestment sa
‘distributed renewable energy systems’
mahalagang makatulong 1tcssa gtupad ng

commitment ng

ADB sa pa%p miabuh n
governance at pagtupa sa s state
objectwe na pagsxmgm'o Ng energy access para

—
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ADB kinalampag sa ‘Climate
Crisis sa Asia Pacific’

Kmalampag ng Non-
govemmehtal organi-
zations (NGO), mga mi-
yembro at partmer nito

Asian Development

ggxgﬁt’s (ADB) upanghagaai :

ang
msis’saAs:aPaaﬁr,ka—
m-

nang
nagawang ika-14 na

Asia Clean Energy

ang multilateral develop-

ment banks (MDBs) kabi--

ADB ay gumawa
ng%d?}%&amewoﬂc‘pam
mga aktibi-

dad na may kinalaman sa
Paris Agreement.

Sa estratehiya para sa
2030, itinaas ng ADB sa

75%angkanﬂangopera— 3
sa ‘cli-

mitigation’
at ‘adaptation’ sa loob ng
nangakong

syon sa

11-taon at
uunahin na mag-invest sa

Jow-carbon economy’,

“However despite this
Is}ii;tlonc; ADB's d

ce on retiring B

fired power plants it had
aarlieran%nded in the re-
%forfomil fuels
in stark contrast wi ;gsy
ccmmltment, ayon
Annabel Perreras, Advo-

 cacy Coardmatoz; NGO

ForumonADB
-diin na-
man ni

Executive Director of

ICenter;nfgr En Eco-
0gy; opment
(CEED), na panahon na

idesentralisado ng
ADB ang ‘renewable en-

ergy microgrids’ gaya ng
Pilipinas
Aniya, 1t0 tu-

ging sa Metro Manila.
(Dolly Cabreza)
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Tree-planting sa IIOiIo
ngayong Sabado

INAASAHAN G halos 1,000 volunteers ang makikiisa sa gaganaping tree-
planting activity ng probinsiyal na pamahalaan ng Iloilo ngayong Sabado,
Hunyo 22. : ; ‘
Sa pagbabahagi ni Lawyer Arturo Cangrejo, officer-in-charge ng Provincial
- Environment and Natural Resources (PENRO), sinabi nitong ang idaraos na tree-
planting activity sa komunidad ng Pangilihan, Janiuay ay bahagi ng pagdiriwang
ng Philippine Arbor Day tuwing ika-25ng Hunyo. I
“We propose to plant 7,500 seedlings, including forest trees and fruit-bearing
trees, such as cacao, duhat (Java plum), and jackfruit,” pahayag ni Cangrejo sa
isang panayam nitong Martes. : ;
~ Nanawagan namansi Cangrejo salahat ng mga katuwang na sektor, ahensiya
at mga mamamayan ng Iloilo na makilahok din sa aktibidad na isasagawa.
Pinaalalahanan din niya ang mga makikiisa na magdala ng tubig ngunit
inirekomenda niya na huwag gumamit ng mga single-use water plastic
bottles.
“Weadvise them to bring their own water bottle. The PENRO will provide
water to refill their containers,”aniya. : :
Dagdag pa dito, hinikayat din niya ang mgalalahok sa programa na magsuot
ng tamang kasuotan para sa aktibidad. ,
Magtatagpo, aniya, ang mga kalahok sa Ceres Motorpool, Dungon B village
salungsod naitong distritongJaro.
Taunang ipinagdiriwang ang Philippine Arbor Day upang maisulong ang
mas malusog na ecosystem. :
Isinasaad sa Proclamation No. 396 ang “active participation of all government
agencies, including government-owned and ~controlled corporations, private
sector, schools, civil society groups, and the citizenry in the tree-planting
activity.” g ' *
A 14 ' PNA
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can;, said her office had been
monitoring if local ' govern-
ments were already sending
their garbage to sanitary land-
. fills outside the province.

But Apresto said local govern-
ments in the towns of Bulakan,
Baliwag, Paombong, Hagonoy,

" Dona Remedios Trinidad, San

CITY OF SAN JOSE DEL

. MONTE—Tons of garbage re-
main uncollected in seven towrs
and a city in Bulacan province as
repairs on the damaged road
leading to a private sanitary
landfill here have been delayed.

' Gov. Wilhelmino Sy-Alvara-

do called for an emergency meet-
ing on Thursday to seek solu-

tions to a looming garbage crisig. the Ci
; Miguel and Balagtas, and the City
Dump trucks of the Wa_cuman of Malolos had yet to remove their
sanitary landfill at Barangay San bage that had piled up on the
Mategiin quzagaray ke Pl streets and in residential areas.
stopped hauling garbage on May “Some of the affected local

24 after a portion of Igay Road o t
‘ ; EE govermnentsﬁn it expensive to
here collapsed due to landslides St bage e

caused by incessant rains. G :

Gerry Cenal, Wacuman archi- province and are Just wamng for )
tect and administrator, said the Wacuman landfill to operate '}
road collapsed due to its substan- again, Aprest.’o told the Inqulrer

dard materials. The road is 3 kilo-

- _ Closure
meters from the Wacuman dump. On April 22, Mayor Alfredo
Elizabeth Apresto, head of Germar of Norzagaray ordered the
the Bulacan provincial environ- closure of Wacuman dump for op-

ment and natural resources of-

fice, said the road had not been

repaired due to legal issues. .
Some of the affected towns

erating without a business permit.

The landfill operator had a

dispute with the Bangko Sentral
ng Pilipinas over property own-

B PRETE ership but the firm had contin-
have identified landfill areas in © ued operating despite this.

the provinces of Pampanga, Lormelyn Claudio, Environ-

Tarlac and Rizal, and in Navotas mental Management Bureau
City in Metro Manila as alterna chief in Central Luzon, earlier di-
tive dumps. rected the affected local govern-

Emelita Lingat, head of the
Department of Envz_ronment
and Natural Resources in Bula-

ments to resolve the garbage
problem within a week. —carmeLa
REYES-ESTROPE INQ

WAITING GAME Trash starts
sanitary landfill in Norzagaray town to resume its operation.

piling up in communities, like in Bulakan to

wn (rlght photo), whlle local governments walt fora
—CARMELA asvzs-esnope ;
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Negros governor
open to coal plants

BY EUGENE Y. ADIONG

ACOLOD CITY: Governor-elect Eugenio

Jose Lacson said he would not refile the

proposed ordinance to declare Negros
Occidental as “coal free,” which will virtually
open the province to investors wanting to
put up a coal-fired power plants.

Lacson said right now, Execu-
tive Order (EQ) 19-08, as issued
by outgoing governor Alfredo
Maranion Jr. on March 7, does
not carry much weight.

The EO declares that only
clean and renewable sources of
energy will be allowed in the
province.

It reinforces the Renewable
Energy (RE) Act of 2008, which
encourages the development
and utilization of RE sources
as tools to effectively prevent

or reduce harmful emissions
thereby balance the goals of
economic growth and develop-
ment while protecting health
and environment.

“More and more countries
have been decommissioning
its coal-fired power plants due
to the damage it causes to the
environment and in fact have
been shifting to RE projects,”
it said, adding that with proper
technology transfer, the prov-
ince has the landscape, capac-

ity, and resources for further
development and investment
in RE projects.

The EO also tasked all depart-
ment heads in the provincial
government to pursue a policy
on renewable energy.

It also directed the estab-
lishment of the Provincial
Renewable Energy Council, a
policy-making body in formu-
lating measures encouraging
renewable energy programs for
a greener and energy-sufficient
province. The council will be
chaired by the governor.

The order also recommended
to the Sangguniang Panlala-
wigan (Provincial Council) the
passage of Renewable Energy
Ordinance, further stating op-
position to the setting up of a
coal-fired power plant in the
province

However, this has not been

acted upon by the Sanggunian
Panlalawigan.

Meanwhile, the committees
on energy and environment,
which were tasked to conduct
hearings, have not submitted
any report yet.

Board member Romel Debul-
gado, chairman of the Commit-
tee on Environment on Wednes-
day, said they already visited the
coal plant in Iloilo City.

According to Debulgado,
there was no significant impact
on the environment despite be-
ing located in the city proper.

He said it also spurred the
economy in the surrounding
communities.

In 2018, the SMC Global
Power Corp. expressed its inten-
tion to develop a 300-megawatt
circulating-fluidized-bed coal-
fired power plant in San Carlos
City, Negros Occidental.
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- tant in- providers
terven- e } was i vhiatving
tions TI-IEWORI.DBANK contin-
will take o T L

A place g Gy plans in
in the Manila area 1&53_& case of power mterruptlons

. losses are the main measure “In the Philippines, aftera

v of disaster impacts.” ‘typhoon, water tankers (have

PHL’sresiliency
.--pm,] ects not falrly

'~ THE Wof']d Bank sa:d the gov-

ernment needs to adopt a new
‘method for estimating disaster

"_"damage that goes beyond as-

set losses, because the current

~ approach tends to highlight

] :th‘évalmfprq]ects in or near

_ the Naénal Capltal Regmn i
~ ONCR). |

T ite: ‘*Llfelmes, The Re-

" silient Infrastructure Op-
- portunity” report, the World

Bank said: “the most impor-

“Assessments of national :

risk and identification of
critical infrastructure need

~ to account for multiple

policy objectives and there-
fore, use a set of metries that
goes beyond asset losses,” it
added.

' The World Bank noted that

than $1 billion in annual di-
saster losses,” the bank said.

Other countries that
benefit from the protec-
tion provided by reefs are
Cuba, Indonesia, Malaysia
and Memco, the World Bank
said, noting that these coun-

tries save an est_:mated $400

million each from flood
damage annually.
The World Bank also not-

ed the importance of service

been) contracted to ensure
service continuity despite
infrastructure damage.”

The World Bank said it

-1s necessary for resilience

measures to be fairly distrib-
uted across populations and
backed by metrics based on

socioeconomic lmpacts on

the Philippines was able to  the affected population.

save more than $1 billion be- In a separate statement,
cause of natural systems that ~ World Bank Group President
protect the coastlines against  David Malpass said, “Resilient

flood and storm surges. It said

that nature-based solutions

infrastructure is not about
roads or power plants alone. It

for flood protection reduce  is about the people, the house-

the need for hard infrastruc-  holds and the communities for

ture such as dikes. whom this quality infrastruc-
“In the Philippines, man-  ture is a lifeline to better edu-

~ groves, reefs and other nat-
ural system prevent more

cation and better livelihoods.”
— Reicelene Joy N. Ignacio
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[Keeps Trouble Away]

G JOSE C. SISON

Unending controversies
Since the start of his term in »

Sy 2016, controversies and con-
fusions continue to hound | |
Duterte (PRRD) and his adminis- | |
tration. And it is quite clear that
‘no one else can be blamed except |
PRRD: himself and his officials. |
Their unclear and_isomﬁﬁmes'rc;)ﬁ% J
radicting statements have really i e
grought agbout S0 m‘any controversies and have.causi:d
alot of doubts and disorientations on so many peopic.
The most recent dissensions and disputes were
about this government's refusal to allow meUthgd ﬂ
Nations to investigate its variot 'huq_xa_p_mghtsv; Ia-
tions. They have not yet completely died down but
another controversy has already arisen. This is allaﬁo;llt
the ramming and ca&sizingv'of?a-‘l’}uhppme ﬁ}fm g
boat with 22 Filipino fishermen onboard by a Chinese
vessel along the Recto Bank in the West Philippine
Sea. The incident becomes even more striking and
deplorable because the Chinese did not rescue the :
Filipino fishermen Eho v]vlere left adrift at sea for hours
ndangeri eir lives.
ﬂ“%;}ﬁs mafitirrlnnfincident which occurred last June
9 should have elicited an immediate reaction from
this government because the lives of 22 Filipinos
were endangered and a Philippine fishing boat
was damaged and sunk. Indeed the Captain of thﬂe1
Filipino fishing boat upon his rescue together wi
% the rest of the fishermen by a Vietnamese vessel
narrated that their boat was hit by the Chinese
vessel causing it to capsize but its crew left them
rift at sea. . ; :
adIn’crigt,lingly, this government especially PRRD
kept quiet for quite a time although his Defense Sec-
retary Lorenzana has initially deplored such maritime
disaster particularly his denunciation of the vessel's
captain for not ordering the rescue o_f the Filipino
ﬁsﬁermen. PRRD's silence once more drew‘ lots of
adverse comments, conclusion and speculations by
most Filipinos. The more obnoxious amon ‘them
is the observation that PRRD is really pro China as
many have already surmised before. In fact he was
even accused of treason for such long silence on
the incident. His beleaguered Spokesman Salvador
Panelo once more tried to explain P_RRD s s§1ence by
claiming the President was just being cautious and
want to get all the facts first.

Lne most deplorable and unfortunate aspect of this
episode is PRRD’s assessment of the incident after be-
ing silent for more than a week. He downplayed the
ramming of the Filipino fishing boat and declared that
it was just “a little maritime accident.” Such assess-
ment again drew the ire of so many of our countrymen
because PRRD seemed to confirm the belief of a great

‘number of Filipinos that he is afraid of China and
that he favors China and the Chinese over his own
country and people. This is the consensus among a
great number of Filipinos because even if the hitting of
the fishing boat is just a minor event, the fact remains
that 22 lives of Filipinos were endangered because the
crew of the Chinese vessel did not rescue them and
just left them adrift at sea. Such inhuman act cannot be
definitely considered as a minor incident because the
lives of our countrymen were exposed to great danger.
PRRD’s own Foreign Affairs Secretary Teodoro Locsin
Jr. said in his speecﬂt the UN Convention on the Law
of the Sea (UNCLOS), said that “abandoning people
in distress is a felony.” Thus the government should
have at least filed a diplomatic protest against China. -

As it is now emerging, and based on the conclu-
sions of most Filipinos, the long silence of PRRD and
his officials on this maritime incident has a reason.

They were indeed preparing sufficient proof to sup-
port their soft assessment. Thus the very captain of
the fishing vessel has changed his tune and said that
he did not actually see the whole incident as he was
asleep when it happened. He even confirmed that
the collision of the two boats was really an accident.
His turn around came after Agriculture Secretary
Emmanuel Pinol talked to him. So people are now
concluding that the ship captain of the fishing boat
was “convinced” to recant his previous declaration
in order to support PRRD's assessment belittling the
maritime collision. Another official who appears to
have softened his stance and change his assessment of
the maritime collision is Secretary of National Defense
Delfin Lorenzana. While PRRD kept his silence on the
matter, he already angrily denounced the incident
and assailed the captain of the Chinese vessel for not
rescuing the Filipino fishermen. Now he is defend-
ing PRRD's initial silence allegedly because he did'

not have enough information yet about the incident.

Furthermore he now agrees with PRRD that the fish-

ing boat incident really appears to be just a minor
accident based on the information gathered. Then
of course Presidential Spokesman Panelo also joined
the chorus and disputed the notions that PRRD does
not want to offend China when he broke his siler,u:e'"I
and came out with a statement that the sinking of the
Filipino boat is a “little maritime accident.” =
‘This on-going notion about PRRD’s being Pro-

China or that he is “scared” of China will not be
completely dissipated because PRRD's policies and:
actions really appear to favor China. When he as-
suxfned office, he already aimhtisunced a major c}(l:;la‘lnng‘e
in foreign policy by shifting his preference for China
than the US. Succ{x 51}-:1& may‘reallyp be for our best inter-
est. The problem however is that people cannot erase
the growing impression that our country is now under
the control of Clilina much like the previous relations
we had with the US where we could not completely
cut-off our dependence on said country after regain-
ing our independence in 1946. So it will be better for
this administration to.refrain from appearing to be
too dependent on Chi*na also.

Email: attyjosesison@gr’naii._coﬁm__ i g
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Accountability

he maritime incident near
TRecto Bank will soon be re-
solved — with the Philippines |

apologizing to China for causing |
trouble. -_ -'

That was the joke yesterday fol- |
lowing the amendment of the Fili-
pino fishing boat captain’s story of | 1
whathappened on June9. Thiswas | 2 _IB
after Agriculture Secretary Manay -~
Pifiol distributed cash assistance’and 11 fishing boats
to the 22 crewmembers of the Gem-Vir (i GemVer)boat in
their home province of Occidental Mindoro. =~

Pifiol yesterday denied bribing or scaring the cap-
tain to change his narrative and apologize to President
Duterte. The agriculture chief, who became the subject of
nasty jokes, stressed that several of the other fishermen
had not changed their stories about what happ red.

With the Piili pine government amenable to a joint -
investigation wﬂi China, however, a number of tl ose
who believed the fishermen’s original n on ¢ s
have simply shifted to the national pastime of jumping
to conclusions, giving up on any formal probe.

i E p . & FEEt D 21X

R ) R 2 RS

The Chinese overnment has a point; Beijing is enjoy- -
ing the best of ﬁgs with Manila, thgr?ks to the fgiends_hip
offered by President Duterte. Why should China jeop-
ardize those ties by having its vessel deliberately ram a
Filipino fishing boat?

Unfortunately for bilateral ties, there are possible
answers to that “why” — foremost of which is that Chi-
nese maritime militias are on a mission to enforce their
nine-dash-line claim over nearly the entire South China

Sea, and the Philippines is in the way. W
The claimed area includes Recto or Reed Bank off'
dental Mindoro, over which the Philippines was
ded sovereign rights by the United Nations-backed
nanent Court of Arbitration, based on the UN Con-
vention on the Law of the Sea or UNCLOS. &
Inaccordance with that ruling, tl'lesPI'LilipE'Lu:les has ex-
clusive économic rights.over Recto Bank. Chinese boats
aren‘t e en supposed to be there, although of course
Beijing doesnot recognize the arbitral court ruling even
if it is a signatory to UNCLOS.
_ That “why” also does not address the abandonment
of the Filipino fishermen in the water after their boat was
hit. Beijing has retracted its initial claim that the Chinese
ship had fled to avoid a swarm of other Filipino vessels
in the area. Even without the satellite images belying
this story, the narrative still §tretcheﬂ'_;éreduli_t{; If there
was indeed such aswarm, why did it take four houts for
the fishermen to be rescued - and by a Vietnamese boat?
(The Vietnamese weren't supposed to be in our economic
zone either, but Filipinos are grateful that they were.)
) ' % Ellgr e d g A .

A joke that went around last Tuesday was that the 22
Filipino fishermen might soon be included in the matrix.
of individuals supposedly plotting to oust President
Duterte. This was fueled by Duterte’s statement that'
critics considered to be dismissive of the plight of the
22 fishermen. ' :

Duterte’s spokesman Salvador Panelo has a point in
stressing that conflicting statements must be reconciled,
espegag}r on such a diplomatically sensitive issue as this
one. Panelo seems impressively prescient; certain details

in the fishermen’s story that

e changed the n uestioned were among'
those that were changed the next day in the Gen-Vir
in’s narrative. . ' y i i

‘Malacafiang may want to pay attention to public
sentiment about a Chinese invasion of sorts. All over
Metro Manila, Chinese enclaves are sprouting, with
buﬂd?ﬁ'gs rapidly being constructed for. i
activities, supported by grocery stores an _
dining placeg. y N W

‘Being part-Chinese, I should be glad to see my main-
land “cousins” swarming (that word again) all over
Metro Manila. But this does not stop a Filipino like me
from questioning the cousins’ exclusivity and disregard
for the requirements of doing business in my country.

Now t% y are not only disregarding our sovereign
rights over Recto Bank, but also ﬁf the original Gem-Vir
story is accurate) leaving our fishermen to the mercy
of sg'a_rks, A

On Wednesday, passions were tempered by reports of
the Philippines’ official response to the iﬁc;_i.ii__e}r,lt: l[.;o eign.
Affairs Secretary Teddyboy Locsin had brought it to t’ﬁ"é_
attention of the United Nations in New York, during a
gathering to mark the anniversary of UNCLOS. =

Locsin said abandoning people in distress at sea was
a “felony” and a contravention of UNCLOS, to which
both the Philippines and China are signatories.

Panelo, who has been previously contradicted by
Locsin, said the next day that abandonment at sea is
OK if the potential rescuers themselves face threats, But
Beijing has already retracted the story of the Chinese ves-

sel fleeing because it was fiw'ahned” by Filipino boats.
ol WIS %

i
Y

Prof. Rommel Banlaoi, president of the Philippine
Association for Chinese Studies, says he has reached
out to his friends from the Chinese mainland following
the Recto Bank incident. :

Facing us on “The Chiefs” this week on Cignal TV's
One News.channel, Banlaoi stressed that the two coun-
tries have many areas of cooperation that must not be
jeopardized by the Recto Bank incident. 7

But atthe same time, he said, “we want accountability,
we want compensation for the fishermen, and we want
the (Chinese) activities to stop.” ' )

Will the crew of the Chinese fishing boat be penal-
ized? Will they be hailed as heroes by Beijing for staking
their claim in Recto Bank? Will they be promoted in the
Chinesglfe%_le’fs Armed Forces Maritime Militia?

The US Defense Department’s 2018 annual report
submitted to Congress notes that this militia, placed
some months ago under the Chinese military, is unique
in the world, carrying out “confrontational operations
short of war” in pursuit of Beijing’s geopolitical objec-
tivesin the waters around China. -~ ;

Afterinitially renting small boats from private fishing
firms, Belf]mg decided tobuild its own ships with built-in
arsenals for its maritime militia. Banlaoi said the provin-
cial government in Hainar now has 84 of these vessels.

One of those vessels is believed to have hit the Ger_Vir

hat would Chinese accountability entail? Banlaoi
replied: an apology from the Chinese boat crew and their
identification, so that Filipinos will know how Beijing
would deal with them. :

“I tell my Chinese friends it’s triggering our patrio-
tism,” Banlaoi said. “It's uniting us.”

e L
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Chinese nationals and nine Filipinos who were arrested in Floridablanca, Pampanga for illegal quarrying. PHOTO BY ENRIOQUE AGCAOLI




