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| sing at Awardlng Caremony sa Camp Bago PN?’DM Taguig City
i sa DE Rpm nﬂgln%wprmay mga programa nito,

- [BINIGYAN ng pag 'ng National Capital Region Police Office si

Department of Emdrnnment and Natural Resources Undersecretary

|for Solid Waste Managemam and Local Government Unit Concerns

mulasakanan)sagl ) na Flag Rai-

sa kanilang 1t

Iarawanslnaﬂ jonal Gom-
Division Chief, PolloogglonelJemar
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Balangw Wetland and Natm'e P,,ark bilang

; ecotoansm zone lusot na sa Senado

ho].ders
. Ipinahayag ng Namoﬂa— |
‘lista Party senator na sa
andaling  maisabatas,
pnaasahang mapananatill
g momentum nito -
maging touﬂsm deve! op-
ment sa Region 3
Ayon sa DqT-Centml;
uzoln, ang ecotourism ay -

iy &R : res_pbﬁsablc il
ang council sa yagbuo ng " zane na comuxm:y
commmec Iwarm% 5 ~ecotourism development ai  at sustainable na g
bﬂl, sinabi ni Bataan 2nd  management plan consul-  gay ng financial at’
‘District Rep. Jose Enrique  tation kasama ang mga ecconomic benefits sa|
Garcia na kabilang din sa lokal na residentc, mga
pnrkc mg nlgaglmdahn.ng J negosyo at iba pang stake-
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Avyear after its clo

| MAJESTIC SUNSET - Tourists enjoy viewing fellow tourists

ride their vintas as viewed from the White Be_ach which has
expanded from up to 25 meters from the shoreline. The
photo was taken by 14th Word Cup Philippines

‘Journalism participants, mostly school paper

advisers and campus journalists from around ==

the country under the theme ‘Praspe: T
.’tBh:iéhé:::cdlogy and Tourism Development: Opportunities
 and Challenges in Boracay and Beyond.’ (Photo by Esther

Sandee S. Mefragata/Carpenter, HII! El penta;y_sﬂmt_,_n” e B

here is always an expecta-
tion when it comes to Bo-
racay. No doubt, it is the
country’s most famous
(or some would say, infamous)
island, consistently ranking on
top of must-visit destinations and
vacation spots. Therefore, it came
as a shock (especially to those who
have businesses in the island) that
the six-month elosure and reha-
bilitation was implemented
amidst opposition.
Visiting Boracay once
again after a year of its

April 28, 2018 closure, one can
nofice a striking difference. The
island - especially the beachfront
—ismuch cleaner. There is a sense
of community but there are also
the incessant violators.

During the 14th Word Cup
held in Boracay, we invited select
campus journalists — students and
advisers — to share their photos
and words on how they see the
new Boracay. They see hope but
they also feel that the task at hand
to fully heal Boracay is nat yet

finished.

oracad
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~ BORACAY

et us all become tourist
jI ~ police. Let us become in-
formation multipliers.

' These were the words of Dr
Al Orolfo, the Deputy Ground
Commander of the DENR, Na-
tional Task Force Boracay as
he urged responsible tourists
to share their stories about the
rehabilitation of the island. A

A reliable survey reported
that 92 percent of adult pop-

ulation in Boracay has used
technology and social media
to communicate and spread
l.ﬁformahon about updabes and Yo
help. No matter who you are, you

pnogress about the island. -
<& Thei government also did its

pdrt It intensified the monitor-

ing of waste disposal and im-
posed higher penalties to those
who will be caught violating
environmental laws.

" However, these efforts seem
to have been taken for granted
by some businesses. A few

- weeks ago, the local government

taught English for 10 years.

has closed some establishments
found to be non-compliant with

* regards to business permits

including sanitary and envi-

" ronmental inspection require-
_ments.

With all the efforts — from
government and peoples’ orga-
nizations — to restore Boracay
to its pristine condition, there
are still deterring factors such
as people’s resistance to change
and discipline. What else can Bo-
racay do than make the people

pay for what they had served?

Boracay needs everyone s

have a responsibility to take care
of the environment. Become a

-responsible citizen police. Serve
~‘Boracay of what it deserves be-
fore it is once agam too late.

The author is a head teach-
er of Mambucal Elementary

- Schoolin Koronadal City. She is

a school paper adviser and has
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'BE HUMANS,

iV . §

e im0

alay’s Municipal Ordinance No. 386 prohibiting the use

of disposable plastic items among hotels, resorts, res-

taurants and business establishments is proof that the

local government of Malay, Aklan has learned its lesson.
Nevertheless, despite the sixmonth-long ‘nightmare’ of businessmen
during the island’s rehabilitation, plastics are still freely accessible
in some souvenir stores, convenience stops and food stalls.

Nobody knows when single-
use plastic bags became 5o
pervasive and prevalent. They
are accessible everywhere be-
cause they are cheap, useful and
convenient. We find them —not
just in Boracay — but in various
places where people purchase
goods especially in the markets
because of convenience. But at
what expense?

Ban campaigners identify the
harm plastic bags can cause, in-

cluding howit affects aquatic ani- -

mals through “ingestion and en-
tanglement.” Even when plastic
products break down, the plastic
lives on as smaller elements that
get into the ecosystem with long-
term negative effects.
According to the Department
of Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR), the plastic ban
implemented by Malayis correct
but tourists admit that the ban
is just a form of ‘suggestion’

as single-use plastics are still -

visible.
Tourist or not, we have to

understand that in order to help
Boracay fully heal, we must be

disciplined. If the government
has prohibited smoking, drink-

ing and eating on the beach to
minimize trash with “pollution
control officers” to notify or
capture litterbugs, then all of
us have to follow. This is the
law of the land and not merely a
suggestion.

Ourplasticbag habit causes
environmental pollution, and so
it only makes sense to start tak-
ing common sense measures to
transition to more degradable or
reusable items.

Climate change and eco-
logical degradation are global
problems for which there are
no single nor simple solutions.
If our ‘fascination’” with plastic
will again transform Boracay
Island into a dump, then we are
bound to fail — wasting money,
resources, effort and time.

Let us all become humans.
No to plastic!

The author is a teacher at
Mongpong Elementary School
in Rozas City, Capiz. A school
paper adviser for 12 years, he is
president of the Association of

 School Paper Advisers of School
- Division of Rozas City. Heis also

editor-in-chief of Sagad, a publi-

cation of DepEd Roxas City.
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CHALLENGING
ENHANCEMENT

fter six months of being placed under rehabilitation, Bora-
cay opened its doors in October of 2018.

_ That October was indeed historic and momentous for
it was considered as the rebirth of a better Boracay. The

repairs of the sewerage system

and the roads together with the

standardization of how hotels and resorts should manage their
waste are part of the things that the government has done that has
temporarily disrupted the business in the area.

After the six-month reha-

‘bilitation, there is a general

feeling that it is just the start.
The people need to ensure the
sustainability of environmental
efforts in order to prevent recur-
rence of what caused the closure
of the island.

Dr. Al Orolfo, the Deputy

entails a joint effort with the
residents and even tourists and
businessmen. This can be done
by following the set of rules, by
being a responsible tourist and
by helping spread the positive
effects of sustainable tourism.
The birth of the new Bo-
racay is indeed a humongous

Ground Commander of the challenge and it calls all of us to
DENR National Task Force Bo-  become responsible while enjoy-
racay said that the sustainability  ing its new life.
of the rehabilitation should not The author teaches English
fall wholly on the shoulders of o senior high students at the
the government. o g Notre Dame of Cotx . She is
Sustaining the positive ef-  the adviser of the school publi-
fects of the cleanup of Boracay  cation called Clarion. :

.
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- SUSTAINING
PARADISE

tfirst, Boracay’s sustain-

A?ble tourism was a long

hot. But it was worth

trying and perhaps worth du-
plicating.

It has been months now
since the reopening of Bora-
cay after its six-month reha-
bilitation. Changes are evident;

' Wider beachfront, quieter at-

mosphere, better road system
and closure of erring estab-
lishments. However, there is
a downside, too. According to
Deputy Ground Commander
of Task Force Boracay Dr. Al
Orolfo, when asked about the
state of discipline among locals
and tourists, he said thatitis a
“cat-and-mouse activity.”

The Task Force Boracay has
been very firm in implementing
its rules to ensure sustainable
tourism practices in the island.
It may be able to do so until
April 2020 when the two-year
implementation of the pro-
gram will conclude. But even
if Filipinos will have a clear
direction on what sustainable
tourism is all about, could the
ordinary Juan de la Cruz follow
the rules even when no one is
watching?

While rehabilitating Bo-
racay is considered as the
DENR’s biggest accomplish-
ment in 2018, measure on sus-
taining the program should be
put in place.

Dr. Orolfo believes that a
strong and consistent law en-

forcement can sustain the pro-
gram. Yet, he cautioned that we
cannot have a cat-and-mouse
law enforcement system. There
should be ways'to address other
concerns such as the livelihood
of ordinary vendors up to the
concerns of big businessmen
who have invested a lot of
money in the island. &

Boracay’s sustainability is
just the start of the change we
need in the Philippines. If we
candoithere in thisisland, then
it can be done anywhere else in
the country.

The will to change should
come from the hearts of every
Filipino. Law implementers
should consistently enforce
what is right and prosecute
violators — no mam o they
are! The political eaders
should be made of steel but also
flexible enough to have a vision
and put in place long-term solu-
tions to problems.

The Duterte administration
has already started the change
and it showed in how an island
dubbed a ‘cesspool’ can trans-
form to become a paradise once
again.

Sustaining this change re-
quires that each Filipino also
change their old, backward way
of thinking. It is not too late!

The author is a principal
of Matulas Elementary School
in Koronadal City. She teaches
science and health subjects
and is a journalism adviser.

S
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GARBAGE eoumron. Garbage collectors load segregated :

on a municipal truck which do daily door-to-door collection starting

from 2'a.m. up until they finish their task. The trash will be hauled
~ to Malay, on the mainland where there is a regulated dump site.

' (Photo by Ralph Anthony Geronimo/ Bagumbﬂyaﬁ“ National HI@ i

Sclﬂiol, !l'lltan Kudarat)

DISGIPI.INEIN DEED '

bins. spread in one of

The local eampalgn for solid wuto management seems to have
caugllt on since gd\rommsnt allom commercial businesses to
roopen in the Island (Photo by Eugenlo Sonny 0. calaplt) ok
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Nearly o
tons of trash
collected

in Bislig
City coastal,
river cleanup

- BISLIG CITY - Officials and person-
nel from the different line agencies of
the government, led by the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR), along with volunteers from
different sectors, collected more than
1,900 kilograms of trash in the “Free
the Sea from Marine Debris™ campaign
in the coastal areas and rivers in this
southern-tip city of Blshg in Surigao del
Surrecently.

The waste materials were collected
and taken to the Bislig City Ecological
Park situated at So. Linao, Barangay
San Jose, this city.

Bislig City DENR-Community En-
vironment and Natural Resources
Officer (CENRO) Victor A. Sabornido
said on Tuesday (May 28) that the “More
Time, Big Time” coastal and river
cleanup in this city last Week'(May 24)
was fully supported by various sectors,
non-government organizations, national
agencies, public and private schools,
city hall employees and Army’s 75th

Infantry Battalion. .

He said the coastal cleanup raised
awareness among residents especially
those who are living along the shore-
lines on the importance of having a

clean sea.

He said the main source of liveli-

‘hood of the fishermen is also from |

the sea. A

“If the sea line is dirty, ﬁshmg and
tourism industries will be definitely
affecte ? stressed CENR Officer Sab-
ornido, addmg “If we could not keep
our coastal communities: clean, our
garbage will go back to us especially
during typhoon.”

In order to sustain the cleanli-
ness of shorelines and even river line,
the Bislig City DENR-CENRO inked a

‘Memorandum ongreement (MOA) fora

continuing coastal and river cleanup
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ship out garb; e from

Australla Korea HK next — Locsin

n the eve of sending the tons

of Canadian wastes back to

its port of origin, Foreign

Affairs Secretary Teodoro

Locsin Jr. said the garbage that

emanated from Australia, Korea and

Hong Kong-China will be next to be
shipped out.

“Canada done; Australia, Korea

. and China HK next,” Loesin said in a

portion of a tweet he posted Tuesday

night.
The country’s top diplomat made
this disclosure a day before the ship

containing the 69 containers filled .

with garbage sails back to Canada
via China. '

Locsin said reshipment of the
controversial tons of wastes that were
illegally sent to the Philippines be-
tween 2013 to 2014 will be at Canada’s
expense.

“We’re not paying for it, Canada is.
Let’s see if the other countries follow
suit,” he said in reply to a netizen’s

comment.

Locsin, on Monday, said the ship.

loaded with fumigated Canadian
wastes, is ready to sail today, May 30
after completing all the necessary
documents from China.

Since April, the Duterte admin-
istration increased pressure on the
Canadian government in Ottawa to
immediately retrieve the garbage it
illegally shipped to the Philippines
six years ago.

After Ottawa’s failure to meet
the May 15 deadline set by President
Duterte, the Philippine government

recalled Ambassador Petronila Garcia

and several other consuls in protest of
Canada’s “red tape.”

Earlier, Malacanang said the Phil-
ippines is offended by the reported
dumping of Australian wastes to the
country.

On May 23, the Customs Intel-
ligence and Investigation Service
said they discovered seven 40-footer
container vans filled with garbage at

the Mindanao International Container

Terminal in Misamis Oriental.

The container vans from Australia
reportedly contain “pieces of assorted
scrap plastic, cellophane, wrappers,
chunks of hard plastie, textiles, fi-

_ bers, wood chips, glass cullet, stones,

soil, paper and other shredded waste
materials."

Customs authorities described the
shipment as "a charaecteristic smell
inherent to municipal waste."

On the other hand, the South Ko-
rean trash, which is estimated to be
more than 5,100 metric tons of plastic
garbage, was illegally brought to the
Philippines last year.

Customs Commissioner Rey Leon-
ardo Guerrero said the South Korean
government has expressed its will-
ingness to help repatriate the waste
imported by Verde Soko Philippines
Industrial Corp.

It was also reported that tons of
plastic misdeclared as “assorted elec-
tronic devices” from Hong Kong were
shipped to Misamis Oriental earlier
in the year

Yo



STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
INITIATIVES
SERVICE

PAGE

PAGE 1/

UPPER

PAGE 1 BANNER  EDITORIAL CARTOOMN
STORY STORY

30 MAT 2019

DATE

3
]

D -
B

e




*-aunm‘v‘"‘“"""""

wental Envitonment and Matural Hes

SIC COMMURICATION TMITIATIVIES

sl Sl B

i

E,;)/
rd

soapens

SERVICE

/ I

a

ure rn ( ALE]
STQRY

uth

I(IWl’Il

30 MAY 2019

[ ]

WALTHITER
STORY

EOITOIAL - CARTE

o DATE

FOR GARBAGE ENTRY

per )

BY BERNADETTE El TAMAYO

EN Panfilo Lacson on Wednesday

slammed the Bureau of Customs
(BoC) for its failure to stop the entry-
of garbage shipments, thus allowing the
country to become the “official dumpsite”

of Southeast Asia.

“Sad but true, there is already
a bandwagon of nations that
designate our country as the offi-
cial dumpsite of Southeast Asia,”
Lacson said amid reports that tons

of garbage from Canada, South
Korea, Australia and Hong Kong
were exported to the Philippines
since 2013.

“To say that our country is treat-

~ed like trash appears to be true,
- as in literally, amid news reports

of tons of waste being illegally

shipped into ourlands no thanks
to local and foreign smugglers,

unscruputous Customs brokers -

and corrupt Customs ofﬁcmls,* he
said in a privilege speeth A
Canada exported to the Phll:p

pines tons of garbage from 2013

to 2014,

In Julyand October 2018, South

Korea exported 5 tons of garbage in

51 containers consigned by Verde -
-..Soko Philippipes Industrial.

In January this year, 25 tons

of electronic and residual waste
from Hong Kong, misdeclared as
assorted electronic accessories, also ¢
arrived at the Mindanao Interna-
tional Container Terminal,

The cargo was reportedly a “tri- -
al shipment” by Hin Yuen Tech.
Env. Ltd." ;

“If the said shipment success-

A fully passed our ports, 70 more

containers, of waste await to be

dumped in- our: borders, Lacson

said.

“Just last week, Australia shlpped
seven container vans of shredded
municipal waste in our coun-

try. Worse, the shlpments broker |
was the same company that han-

dled the i Amportation from South |
: VKorea, he said.

Foreign Affairs’ Secretary Te-
odoro Locsin Jr said over 1,000
tons of garbage loaded in 69 con-
taineryans would be shipped back
to Canada starting today. - :

“We will await further develop-
ments on future garbage return

'e:(pedmons 1o Australia, South

Korea, Hong Kong and God knows

where else,” said Lacson.
“Nevertheless, we take our

hats off to the strong polmcal

_will and grim determination of

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte

‘and the Secretary of Foreign Af-

fairs [Locsm] for standmg their
ground on this issue.”
‘Lacson said these' massive

‘shipments of toxic, goods' had

taken many forms — from
imported hazardous garbage
to billions of pesos” worth of
smuggled illegal drugs.

“In the face of all these, the

~ Bureau of Customs appears to be

constantly blindsided and remiss
in'its mandate as the ‘gatekeeper
of our borders;” he said.
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Wasting time mstead of managing waste

HE De artment of Interiorand
Local Government (DILG) isa
study in contradictions. It is one

of the larger departments of the

government and has vast authority
over things that affect the everyday
lives of ordinary people, yet
receives almost no media attention -
and is little understood by the
public. It is also a contradiction
in the way it manages its various
responsibilities, carrying out
mandates that ought to be
organized at a provincial or

reg10na1 level by micromanaging

them at the smallest posmble level 7
of government.

Perhaps the most glarlng
example of this is its approach
1o waste management, which in
recent months has been the source
of much bitter criticism from

local officials around the country.
Needless to say, the program
aggressively pushed by the DILG
has been a comprehensive failure,
and has probably created more
problems than it solves.

Back in July 2018, following.

the barangay elections held

 throughout the country; the DILG

attempted to breathe new life

into the Barangay Ecological Solid -

Waste Management Committees,
a dubiously overwrought creation
of the Ecologlcal and Sohd Waste

Management Act 0f 2000 (RA-

9003). [n a six-page memorandum

circular, the DILG “reminded”
- incoming barangay officials of
their responsibility to “organize or
reorganize” the committees within .

their respective jurisdictions,

- outlined the composition and

duties of the committees, and

. spelling out the penalties for non-

compliance with the edict. -
- Having done that, the DILG
also reminded municipal, city, and

 provingial governments to update

and submit their 10-year Solid

. Waste Management Plans to the
~National Solid Waste Management

Commission. The implication, of

- course, was that with the micro- -
‘level barangay committees in

place such plans should be an easy
matter since waste managemem

:;:

2 ‘would be largeiy handled at the
. source.

Not surprlsmgly, thmgs did not
quite work out the way the DILG
envisioned, except for the part
about its imposing penalties for
non-compliance, which it began
to do in December by preparing
charges against barangay leaders
who had not gotten their respective
solid ‘waste committees off the

_ground. The DILG followed this

up by issuing show cause orders to
108 other local government units
around the country for failing to
submit their 10-year plans."

The backlash against the DILG
from: barangay and other local
government officials for its heavy-
handedness is entirely justified,
although to be fair to the DILG, it

»Kritz B4

B KRITZ FROM B1

~ Wasting

s itself simply following the law,
‘unrealistic and unrealized as that
law’s objectives may be. Although
it looked good on paper, the now
nearly 20-year-old National Solid
Waste Management Framework
has most often been honored in
the breach; so invisible have been
the activities of the National Solid
Waste Management Commission,
most people in or out of the gov-

ernment are even aware thatsucha

body exists. Nor has it been quietly
effective in any way - if it was, the
Office of the President probably
‘would not have felt compelled to

overstep the Commission and the

DILG to take drastic measures to

~ clean up places like Boracay, the
Manila bayfront, El Nxdo, Coron,
and Panglao.

The two specific complaints of
local government officials reveal
the larger flaws in the entire ap-
proach to waste management in
the Philippines. First, there is a

lack of support for the programs

that local government units are
expected to carry out. The tech-
nical and financial capacity of
individual barangays varies greatly
across the country; some big urban
barangays are better organized and
managed than the cities where
they are located, while sparsely
. populated rural barangays are

operated on a shoestrﬁg,' baféfy'

~able to carry. out the most basic

functions. Second, there is a lack of
centralized management; at every
level - even at the national level
— waste management is handled
by an ad hoc body, with the result
being that every level operates in a
silo. Where areas of responsibility
do overlap, the result is usually
disruption of both plans.
The sad upshot of all this is that
there does not exist, anywhere in
the country, a completely inte-

‘grated waste management frame-

work that addresses waste from its
source all the way to its eventual
final disposition. The visibly sorry
state of the country’s environment
ought to be proof enough that the
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TWO controversies — Mal
rebuke of Amba dor Jose Laurel
V who claimed the Japan trip is a
“reward” for Cabinet members, and
the furor over Canadian trash rot-
g for years on Philippine soil —
have heated up. ‘ :

Tactless as it seems, it appears that
Laurel, the Philippine envoy to Japan,
was just being frank when he speculat-
ed during a press briefing in Tokyo
that Cabinet men were rewarded with
the trip because President Duterte “is
so elated with the results of the mid-
term elections.” Laurel added that he
learned 200 people comprised the of-
ficial delegation to Japan. :

“Ito'y pabuya sa nakaraang ele-

ksyon. Why do you bring 20 Cabinet
members here, pati ang local govern-
ment on land reform? Wala namang
land reform dito, tapos na, nanduon
sa atin,” Laurel told media. “Ito’y
pabuya, ‘yung parang eh sumama na
kayo at ang pakain ay libre.”
' “Laurel might have intended to be
simply honest, straightforward and
candid about his opinion, but his re-
marks turned out to be tactless, gaug-
ing from reactions of top officials,
some of whom seemed offended.

“Hindi po sila dekorasyon sa sum-
mit. Trabaho ‘yan
tary Salvador Medialdea stressed.
“Puro halos wala sa kampanya ang
mga kasamang opisyal. May mga
kanya-kanyang trade missions ang
mga kasamang gabinete.”

“We have never seen this as
pabuya... we are working day and
night justto prepare for all these activ-
ities,” Trade Secretary

said.

“All that I know is this is a working
trip and not a pabuya,” stressed Ag-

,” Executive Secre-

Ramon Lopez

- 'INSIGHTS.xIr8

L Y
riculture Secretary Emmanuel Pifiol
who said he’s part of the delegation
“because there will be issues related to
agriculture, especially tariff on banan-
as.”

_ Presidential 'Spokesman Salvador
Panelo said Laurel’s claim defied logic
because President Duterte prohibited
Cabinet members from campaigning
in the elections. “It is therefore sans
logic that they can be rewarded when
they were disallowed from contribut-
ing to the reason or cause for the grant
of reward,” he explained. e

How could Laurel be not updated
with what transpired in the Philip-
pines and be so out of touch with the
reality that the President indeed
banned his alter egos from campaign-
ing for administration bets in the last
elections? Could senility be catching
up with the 75-year-old envoy?

the issue of the tons of trash
from Canada, it's understandable why
President Duterte can be so.exasperat-
ed and impatient about the stinking
garbage. Yes, it's garbage that stinks,
especially the used diapers, and not
just junk that could be recycled.

‘After being made to suffer since
2013 the humiliation of being stuck
with containers of supposed recycla-

On junk and junkets

ble materials that turned out to be
rotting household wastes, it seems the
Philippines is also being made to suf-
fer from all the gobbledygook or cir-
cumlocution that Canadian officials
have been dishing out all these years.

All the rhetoric that theyre working
“to ensure a swift resolution to this
important issue of promptly repatri-
ating waste exported to the Philip-
pines” can be deemed utter nonsense
or empty words until the trash are
actually shipped back to Canada.

Unless there’s concrete action, phras-
es like “swift resolution” or “promptly
repatriating” are worthless. And to
say, after all these years, that Canada
is still “examining the full spectrum of
issues related to the removal of the
waste with a view to a timely resolu-
tion” can be so preposterous.

Even the supposed assurance giv-
en by Canadian Prime Minister Justin

Trudeau in 2017 turned out to be

meaningless. He said then that legal
barriers preventing Canada from get-
ting back the trash have been dealt
with “so it is now theoretically possi-
ble to get it back.” Nothing has hap-
pened yet. ‘

Amid widespread belief that Ca-
nadian officials are taking Filipinos for
fools who can be given the runarotind,
an exasperated President Duterte is
right to utter that he will “set sail to
Canada” and dump their garbage
there. “Celebrate because your gar-
bage is coming home,” he said. “Eat it
if you want to.”

Indeed, the Philippines needs to
stand up now against the ultimate
insult of being literally trashed by a
country that seems to be taking its own
sweet time in doing the right thing.

Email: insights.xlr8@yahoo.com
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~ Trash shlpped bac_k_ to

Canaad"’ 1 today --

formed that the Canadian

JUSHCEBmﬁgy“He-
nardo Guevarra yester-
day disclosed that some

100 containers crammed

wigh"'rutting trash will
ada today (Thursday).
wln.a SMS to reporters,

— the officer-in-

of the executive de-

paﬂment while President

Duterte is in Japan — bared
that the cost of transna-

tional re-shipment will be
shouldered by the Canadi-
angoyemment.- By s

trash will finally be shipped
back to Canada tomorrow
(today, Thursday). The cost
of reshipment from Manila
to Vancouver, estimated at
P10 million, will be shoul-
dered by the Canadian gov-
ernment. The container vans
will be loaded on vessels
owned by three shipping

_companies,” Guevarra said.

The shipping companies
tasked to reshipped the
garbage are Maersk, Zim,

. and -CMA-CGM, Guevarra

KR TSN |

, continued:’ .7

~and publi

Guevarra

The case of the Canadian
garbage, festering in Manila
for about four years, has
made headlines ‘and led to
protests by environmental
c-health activists.

'The Duterte government
has been calling on Cana-
da to repatriate the waste,
which is said to include old
wires, CDs, used plastic
cups, and soﬂbﬂ-adplt dia-
pers. Estimates in news
reports said there could be
as much as 2,500 tons of

.trash in 1osmpmneoon

taln’e!‘s Hoctor Lawas
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‘sang Ganhda‘sa isyu ng

.
A

' KUNG dlniddﬂpatayo ng”b%

milang m
bansa, paano “natin si
aasahang samahan tayo sa
digmaan kung saka-sakali?

Mukhang pinaiikot lang ng
Canadian government ang ad-
ministrasyong Duterte sa pag-

‘papatumpik-tumpik nito sa pag-
bawi sa tone-toneladang ba-
sura na dinala ngbarko noong

termino ni Noynoy Aquino.

llang ulit silang nangako na

hahakutin na paballk saCana- -

da ang kanilang waste mate-
rials na nadiskubre ng Bureau
of Customs ilang buwan na
ang nakakaraan ngunit ‘di nila
tinupad.

--------

4 1 Kinailanga‘ﬁ‘pang hmabot ‘
sa b

nada para makuha ang aten-

'syon ng naturang bansa.

pinaklidtalamanngangu—

long Duterte na kaya niyang

manindigan laban sa mayaman
at makapangyarihang bansa.
aniniwala akong tapat si

Manong Dlgong sa kanyang_

pinaghuhugutang prinsipyo.

Hindi pagmumukmok o pag-
aalburoto ng isang bata ang

ganyang hakbangin kundi ser-

yosong pagpalag sa isang "pe-

k.e.ng" atyadﬂf bl A0 AT
‘Di tapat ang Oanadlans
Plastik, ikanga.

asura fing galing ;
Konganglﬂnaponsaaﬁngban-:,
S8..

yon ay walang 1
suhan sa pag-aangkat ng du-
mi ng Canada sa ating bansa.

kinakanangan’ na matlgll
ang "smuggling” ng mga
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DKKAHARRY Ang paghbalik ng basura ng Canada
'5% . Cahadgan%)ﬁifmoéﬁg? a;g:%ﬂ?% 15'“ e W
ensaiﬂeng

TWITTER @HarryRoque

itong Mayo 22,

N\ iniutos ng ating
Pangulong Ro-

drigo Roa Duterte ang
paghanap ng isang
En adong shipping

ompanya na siyan

. aatasang magbalik
ng tone-toneladang
basura mula sa ating
bansa pabalik sa
pinanggalingan nito
"sa Canada. Ito ay
matapos hindi matu-

" na palugit na Mayo 15

ng ating Pangulo na

kunin pabalik Canada

anﬁ basurang itinam-

ba

anim na taon na ang

nakakalipas. iy
Ang kagyat na utos

na ito ng ating Pangu-
lo ay isang babala hin-

di lamang sa Canada,

‘pati na rin sa ibang

ansa na ang Pilipi-
nas ay hindi tapunan
ng basura. Ayon sa
tagapagsalita ng Pa-

ngulo na si Secretary

Salvador Panelo, si
Pangulong Duterte
ay hindi nagalak sa
ginagawang delaying
tactics ng gobyerno
ng Canada. Para sa

Presidente, itong ga- .
wain ng Canada ay aﬁgPﬂlﬁJ‘mas na iwan.
aragatan ng

indikasyon sa kung

nila sa Pilipinas

pinas: isang bansa
na mababa na kaya
nilang apak-apakan.

Dahil dito, sinupor-
tahan ni Pangulong

Duterte ang aksyon

ni Foreign Affairs Se-
cretary Teodoro Loc-

sin Jr. na pauwiin ang

mga ambassador at

_consuls ng Pilipinas

sa Canada, na siyang
nangangahulugang
pansamantalang pag-
putol ng ugnayan
ng bansa sa Canada

hangga’t hindi naayos

ang gusot na ito. Mis-
mong si Secretary
Panelo ay nagsabi na

kapag hindi tinanggap

pabalik ng Canada
ang kanilang mga

basura, mapipilitan

ito sa

 palugit sa

Frnitl

iba sa inyo ay iisi-
ping napakababaw
na gawin ito, ngunit

- sa aking palafny ito

lamang ang huling
panukala na mayroon
tayo pagkatapos na-
tin gawin ang lahat
upang makipag-lg-
nayan sa gobyerno ng
‘Canada. Hindi na biro
ang ibinigay nating
sa kanila. Hin-
di rin biro na anim na
taon nang namama-
lagi sa lupa ng ating
bansa ang basurang
hindi naman atin.
Ang mga hakbang
na ginawa at gagawin
ng Pilipinas patungkol

gaano tayo 0
tungkol dito. Hindi
lamang ito pag-giit ng

ito rin ay me

inaasahan nating
dadaluyong sa buong
mundo: na walang
bansa ang tapunan
ng basura ng ibang
bansa. Kapag hina-
yaan na lamang natin
anaf pagsawalang-ba-
hala ng gobyerno ng
Canada sa isyung ito,
para na ring sinabi
natin na ayos lang
na dungisan ng ibang

bansa ang integridad

ng ating bansa.
Kung kinakaila-
ngan nating itapon
iabah‘k ang basurang
anilang itinapon
dito, nararapat la-
mang na gawin ito.
Ang. bawat bansa
ang dapat may res-
onsibilidad sa kani-
ilang basura.
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Climate commission

By HELEN FLORES

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) is fast-tracking the
development of standards and certification system for providing
incentives to enterprises that generate and sustain “green” jobs.

Republic Act 10771 or the Philip-
pine Green Jobs Act of 2016 defines
green jobs as “employment that
contributes to preserving or restor-
ing the quality of the environment,
be it in the agriculture, industry or
services sector.”

The CCC aims to start next year

the implementation of the system

which will certify business enter-
prises that comply with RA 10771,
The law provides for “special
deduction from the taxable income
equivalent to 50 percent of the to-
tal expenses for skills training and
research development expenses

CAP) using a whole-of-government-

and-society approach.

“We are updating the NCCAP to

advance climate actions based on the
country’s current development, pri-
orities, climate finance strategies, and
research and development needs,”
De Guzman said. ‘

The revised NCCAP will include’

the National Adaptation Plan, which
presents the climate actions in seven

priority areas; and the nationally de-,

termined contribution (NDC), which

defines the country’s target of reduc-

ing carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions.

In 2015, the Philippines has com-
mitted to reduce its emissions by 70

percent by 2030. L

CO2 is among greenhouse gases
that help trap heat in the atmosphere,
raising global temperature which

leads to climate change.

which is over and above the allow-
able ordinary and necessary business
deductions for said expenses under
the National Internal Revenue Code
of 1997, as amended.”

- The incentives also include “tax-
and duty-free importation of capital
equipment: provided that the capital
equipment is actually, directly and
exclusively used in the promotion
of green jobs of the business enter-
prise.”

CCC secretary Emmanuel de
Guzman said the commission is also
expediting the update of the National
Climate Change Action Plan (NC-

“Although we emit only less than
half of one percent of the global
emissions, submitting an ambitious
NDC in the context of our national
capability and circumstance is critical
in enjoining other nations to heed the
call for urgent and ambitious action,”

'De Guzman said.

The Philippines and other sig-
natories to the Paris agreement are
expected to re-submit or update
their climate pledges or NDCs by
next year.

The Paris agreement aims to

. strengthen global response to the

threat of climate change by keep-
ing the global temperature increase
“well below” two degrees Celsius
relative to pre-industrial times and

- preferably within 1.5 degrees Celsius.

~ The climate pact is set to come into
effect in 2020,

fast-tracks system for

-
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