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By Aldvnn Qllitaso '

; BAGUIO CITY ~ The Bagulo Ci
: Government and the Departnie
. Environment and Natural Resourcés {DE
i Cordillera will conduct 2 new joint inven
! of the trees, particularly those-posing dangé
‘to.lives and properties-in the city.
{ - Baguio Gity Mayor Maurico Domogan
-an inventory is necessary.to identify w
‘trees need mterventmn and ¥
‘what remedial measures can_ 3 oo
be employed \ ’i_ _
The mayor's move was m
*lmemthmeorderofDENR . D
Secretary Roy Clmatu for =

Bagum whlch
2 mcluded solving

l
I
i
|

THE crty government of Ui has Iaunched an inventory of the city's trees, part:cularly its trademark| pme trees, as part of th _
the environment of the countrys summer capital and avert as well the danger posed by dying irees to lives and properties. -
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heavﬂy polluted bay S

. pollution load to the bay."

E the publi¢: for the: cleanup of Manila Bay tributaties. Indeed, nothing !
; is impossible-if we all work together «Cimatu stressed, notmg that

.:EnwronmentSecretary Roy Cimiatu said; addiig he was overwhelmed

Repiblic Act 9003 or the Bcglogical S Solid Waste Management Act %
“of 2000, local government un1ts are prlmanly responsmie for waste

_Tagmg Malabon-Navotas, Tullahan-TmaJeros and Las

. Secretary Eduardo Afio amil\ﬁnetn‘opolltanManﬂaDevelopment oo

compacted garbage : . ; | "y

| A barangay captain:was-hurt in Mamla whzle gz

, overseelng the oleanup,of Estero de Magdalena

The. Enwronment c'hlef extolled _hlm for-hls
EY

4

ited Navotas River where he
| saw & huge number-of ISF- Tesiding beside /
the rivér.:He said ISF were alss contnbutors _f
Fto the pollution ‘of ésteros. Phase 2 ofthe =
Mamla Bay rehe 'b111tat10n mcludes the fﬂ
families, red

.« The ‘cleanup is; part of the “Battle for Manﬂa Bay prOJect
“Volunteérism is the most important part-of the prOJect »

by the turnout.. He said- thee tnbu‘ _aecount for the hulk of

- "We have- been overwhelmec'l w1ththe support we recewed from ;

public partxclpamon is. cruelal to the, suecess of the rehabilitation.: .
_ What'was notable durmg the sunultaneous event was the 1mproper’ o
disposal of sohd waste a.mong the commun1t1es mvolved "Under 4

level of 92- v mpn (most probable
number)/ 100ml. -

segregatlon and disposal . -

i
Ji

implementing Repubhc Kot 9003 to address the pr:oblem of sohd

waste in their Waterways o ‘. _
" The cleanup activities were ‘held:in 21 Impaot 51tes or. .
those whmh are heavily. polluted jn the.river: systems X
of ‘Pasig,- Mamkma, ‘San Juan, Para,naque Pateros, i

- Cimatu made the roundsofthe cleanup sxtes 0 persona]]y
thankthe voluintecrs for their suppoxt andmspect : statusk g
of the'waterways. He: waSJomed by DENR offi¢i i

- Authority Chamnan Danilo Lm : , /
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U Since.its inceptron in. 2012 the program

AST Zone concessrona) Manrla Water .

: |Ed V0|Unt€ﬂiff0m the Ayala Groupin . : contrnuestofosterandstrengthenpartnershrps ;
; the“BattIe forthe Rivers and Esteros,"a .- . with various national: government agencies, |
' campalqn spearheaded bythe Departmentof ; |oca|governmentumtsandthe private sector
_ Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) .o furtheradvance the movement. é
‘ that involves the srmultaneous cleanup » -~ hyala subsidiary Makati Development
" activities of cteeks, esteros and trrbutarres— i _ Corp also, deployed a foader and three
:thatdrainrnto ManilaBay. = - excavators that facllitated in the collection !
- More than 500 employees from the r\yala, ; and disposal of waste collected during the .
: conglomerate have volunteered to ciean \ * cleanup: Besides its employee- volunteers, 4
: HagonoycreekrnTagurg City, one ofthe many ! Manila Water also’ prnvrded other “cleaning
- waterways that. the DENRtargets to evive. . . implements such as shovels to ‘the Tocal
Thecampargnaimstornvolvecommunrtres : governmentunltsofPaE;rgsaEndTagurg .
and empower them to protect their own : Representing D nvironmen
fwatervrays, Dol e R Secretary Roy A. Cimaty, Administrater .
Accordi;rg 10, Ma ila.Water Presi‘dent'"é Undersecretary Peter N. Ttangco_“t
fand_CEO Ferdrnan de la Cruz, the Ayala™, of National Mapping. and Resource

., Information Authorrtv,sard that whatwe .
"oare, launchrng today Is the hattle for the

RS

‘ !
" T L esteros,whrch|slndrspensablernwinning
“ManiIaWatersToka'Tukar ur program i the"battje for Manila Bay..

" that aims to clean and revive our.waterways, Th?‘esteros'accountfnr a greatdeal Uf

. through these |mportant four ownable acts: . . .the poifution Joad of Manila Bay. It Is key .

: solid waste segregation, desludging everyfive y ‘ t° the restoration of our. beloved bay. The
- ‘to seven years, connecting to sewer line, agd, i ‘ “esteros have, béena. long running headache |
* educating the community,” he.said. ] : desp:te many years of oyr Adopt-an-Estero -
Manila Watér. Advocacy- afid Research;. , ., program, whereby commusities and L6Us -
- Department Head Fernando Busuego lll sald ;. and husrness enterpyises, adopt a specific ;
the 12-month cleapup activity s part of ;  estero o segments thereof for continuing
© Manila Watey's Toka. Toka campaig, \ which ;. | cleanups, some. datrng back to-2010," :
“promotes’ environmental protectlon, and ; ' : Tiangco explalned 5
seeks torevive the: hea]th of rwers a“d water X . The Battle far RIVC[S aﬂd EStEl’OS tncludes
* bodies by reducing pollutron ; 2. seyies -cf activities from regular- cleanup :
oo
¢ . TokaTokals the first and only used water . | |- on_garhage and. deprrs, removal of silt by
’: movementinthePhrlrppinesthatencourages r LIESANS,
indrvrdualsandcorn[nunltresto dotherrshare 5 e ITASLIU oyem [ _‘
-in envrronmentalprotectron el ¥ vengrneennglnkrventions Suchastrashtraps ;
i “Asapioneermgenvrronmentalprotictron‘ [ . and silt curtains. )
An“f‘h‘”—— - .

peate’ one. nf our toka or. share i5 to ‘
n-consrstently engage in cleanup activiti and
educate peopleon, how. ‘the _y can confei ite.in
protectmg the envrronment Busuego added.

3
— —

- 7 [T
“Thrs ls the teason we launched ourTolra To X ‘# .

i advocacyprogram Weencouragecommdnrtres ;

13&trntherrrggectrvestakesforcleanerand i

- “healthier surrobindings” .7

l"— Ly

j r\CCORDIHG to Environment Secr'etary Roy A (lrnatu, |
" asteros atcount fora great deal of the pollution load of the
Mamla Bay. Itis the key to the restoration of Manila Bay.
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Interior and .Logal Government -~ (DILG})
- Undersecretary Martin Difio 'sa barangay officials’
“ na hindi nakikiisa sa paglilinis ng mga ilog, estero
{at kanal sa kanilang nasasakupan, na nanga-
" nganib mabalam ahg proyekto sa clean and green-
' ng environment rig pamahalaan. :

“program ng
" . éstero; ilog at kanal sa District 1 sa"Quézon City.

Utos ng DILG sa barangay officials

NAGBABALA kamakailan'si Depaftmént of the

" Jto'y :matapas ipag-utos ng DILG sa mga

! barangay official at barangay captain na hulihin,
- ang mga nagtatapon ng basura sa kanal, estero,
_at ilog upang maipatupad ang clean-up at
rehabilitasyon sa ManilaBay. ©; . ., ..

. Pero nahganganib Umanong m:
proyekto sa environment ia clean and gre
pamahalaan para sa paglilinis <ng

Ayon sa barangay'official ng District 1 na

-fumangging magpabanggit -ng pangalan, hindi
-umano-nila maisasakatuparan ang proyekto ng’

-mapondohan ang kanilang proyekto s

Linis esters at ilog posibleny mabalam |

. - o L BR v R f '
paglilinis sa.ilog at estero partikular s Culiat Creek
na nasasakop ng Kanilang barangay dahil wala,-
silang pondo para rito dahil hindi napirmahan ni,
QC District 1 Rep. Vingent "Bingbong™ Crisdlogo’
ang Deveélopment plan ng kanilang barangay.

i, Nabatid sa-batangay officials ria -kailangan .
umanong dalhin pa ng-mga barangay captain sa..
bahay ni Ctisologo ang kanilang development plan
project para mapirmahan ng mambabatas upang -

r {0 54 barangay.

" "Bunsod pito, nababalam umanc ang mga.
proyekto nais nilang lpatupad sa_kapilang
barangay. Sinabi sa ulat na ilan sa development’
projects ng"naturang mga’barangay ngayong
2019 ay cleah and green-program-para sa Sagip
Batis o paglilinis ng mga estero at kanal, disaster
program na laan ‘para sa: mga-kalamidad, peace -
and order project na nangangailangan ng pondo
para maipatupad. AT D
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Clean and green prograin

sa OC may sagabal

NANGAN GANIB umanong ma-
balam ang Clean and Green prog-

+am na direktiba ng Department of
the Interior and Local Government -

KDILG) partikular ang paglilinis
ng estero, ilog-at kanal sa Quezon
City.

- Ayori sa barangay official ng
Distidct 1 sa-QC'na tumangging
magpabanggit ng pangalan, hindi
umand nila maisasakatuparan ang
paglilinis sa ilog at estero partiku-
lar sa Culiat Creek na nasasakop

ng kanilang barangay dahil umano

wé‘l_a}:silang_i’poﬁdo para dito mata-

‘pos-imanong hindi mapirmahan

ang development plan ng kanilang .

barangay. - o o
Nabatid pa na kailangan

umanong dalhin pa ng mga
parangay captain sa bahay ng
isang opisyal sa lungsod ang
kanilang development plan -
project para mapirmahan at :
mapondohan. C .
" Hindi naman umano ito maga-

wa ng mga. chairman dahil sa-.
pangambang' mabahiran ng-poli---
fika ang kanilang pagpapapirma .
Jalo na't kandidato ang pipirmang :
opisyal. = .
~Nauma rito ay inatasan pi.DILG *
Undersecretary ‘Martin Diflo ang

- mga barangay official na ‘hulihitr
.ang mga nagtatapon ng basura

sa kanal, éstero, ilog na upang
maipatupad ang cleanup at reha-
bilitasyon sa Manila Bay.
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'

,A'FAMILY spends the weekend at Baseco beach in. Tondom

: ; ni-cleared of ga[bage The Department 'of Environnient, d .
“N; 'Resources (DEWR) has warned the people agamst smmmmg'
: L in Manila Bay (Ali Vlcny) s . - ) i
4

i

LT

P e )

i
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Y IN CE last year, various
government agencies have had .
their hands full in rehab1htat1ng

ecotourlsm sites, takmg the cue from"
"President Duterte’s marching order to
fix the pollut10n-challenged Boracay

Island, the country’s top tour1st

fdest1nat1on in Aklan

. ..' Three months after the reopén- -
1ngofBoracayon0ctober26 2018,
" the. Department of Enwronment :
i and I\fatural Resources .(DENR)
' led on, .January 27 the: launch of :
the Battle for Manila Bay,” an
ambztrous P47- blllzon, seven-year
' program to save Manila Bay from .
-environmental degradation. '
. The target is to reduce the level
ofwaterpollunon—partlcularlythe :
level of coliform bacteria which has
reacheduptoBmﬂhonmostprobable ;
_number per 100 milliliters. o
S:multaneously, the government
 has started to wage similar battles -
 against environmental violators in '
“ other turist beach resorts like Pan- -,
- glao; inBohgl, Cdron and EL N1do Re-
" sorts 11-?Palawan, and P Puerto Galera
:in Oriental Mindoro. Rehabilitation |
.of these resorts s IZ?ng overdue - {
Loudly applauded _ :
‘WHILE the impletnentation of the)
‘rehabilitation. perJects appearsA
‘haphazard, theinitiativets'enforce
stricter enyironmentallaws, partic--

'ularly the Clean Water Act and the'

f Ecolog1calSodeaste Management’

Act, was loudly applauded

* Environmental groups welcome:
‘such endeavors, albelt w1th skep-'

. t1c1smlg«'h11e keepmg the1r fmgers-

;crossed hopmg they w111 Iead to
. genuine ecotourism that is sustain--
‘ableand ecological.

“In Boracay, the't ‘Catnpaign zeroed
Jin, onaddressmgthedlrectdlscharge
of untreated wastewater from busi-
‘ness estabhshments tothebodies of
“water, targetmg first and foremost' -
‘the resorts, hotels and restaurants;
and othertounsm-relatedestabhsh— :
ments of Boracay

Viglators were slapped with f1nes
and were compelled to copnect to
propersewerhnes, 1fnotputupthe1r
own sewage treatment plants _

! “Environmental. comphance cer-.
t1f1cates {ECCs) were canceled and'
. many. busmess estabhshments,
“which fdiled. to comply with envi-
ronmental laws, were not, allowed
"to resume operations, . -

- In Manila Bay, the DENR, led by
the Laguna Lake Development Au- .

; *thontyandthe EnvironmentalMan- *
agementBureau,. has started1ssu1ng
. netices of violations and slapping °

cease~and—des1st orders. - \

i

(ommun|t|es'V|ct|msorculpr|ts?
' ENVIRONMENTAL' advocacy

ENR, £ _e Department
- of the Inffrior:and Local Govern-
" ment: (DIl?G) and the Department
' of Tourism in. makmg the rehabili- -
' tation inclusive and part1c1patory,
thus, »leavingbehindin thedarkthe -
. communities in Boracay Lo
. The Pambansang Lakas ng Ki-
‘lusang Mamamalakaya ng' Pilipi- -
,has (Pamalakaya)., questions the -
' DENR's decision allowing corpora- .
- tions'to adopt Boracay’s wetlands
.instead of tapping the local com-
. munities whose income and hveh—
" hood was severely affected.
PamalakayaChairman Fernando --
Hicap lathented that companijess—
* "suchwas; Abomz Equity; Ventures
The, Energy Development Corp o
San Miguel Corp. and JG Summit
Holdmgs In¢.2-wereé: al]lowedfby En-
wronment Secretary Roy A. Girfatu
. to “revive” six of the nine wetlands
; ofBoracaythrough the department s
f“adopt awetland® ‘program..- s
. “The cleanup drive of Borg.ca)‘r”ls
actually a farce. Small and rdedjum -
structureswere shutdownandsome
residents were d1sp1aced as aprecur- _
. sorto the entryofbrgbusmesses and :
investors to, further _privatize the | -
" island,” I—Ircap sa.1d in an interview . --
: lastweek at thesideline of anatlonal j
conference held in Mgnila, = . :
In a prev1ous interview with
" DENR Undersecretary Benny | Antl- ;
- porda, hesaid the communitieswere |
. leftoutbecause ofthelrneghgence, i
. notabuse ofthe1rownenv1ronment»
' that led’to Boracays deterioration
andwas tagged byPresident Duterte
as the country’s b1ggest cesspoﬂ_
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What about,the moratonum7
ATthe recent §3cond People sSum-'
m1t on the Impa.cts of Reclama— 3

:.orgamzers and around 200 ,par-.
‘ticipants, whoare mostlyleaders of
various commumty—basedpeoples ’
'-‘orgamzanons, echoed the call:of:
-marinescientists and environmen-|
. tal experts for the need to protect.
~ and conserve the country’s coastalé
and'marine ecosysterms. . .
=" These'include-the h1stgr1c Ma—'
 nila Bay, the subject of masswe -
'hab111tat10n efforts by. the h
' adm1n1strat1on, anddestru_ i veland
reclamatlon projects, as well. ‘
""" The environmental experts and,

E
l moratonum

"i?"

They nixed the Duterte admm ‘

. istration’s pohcy to pursue masswe
development projects that will re- °
. quire land reclamation ‘to expand
' lands terntoné‘sem coastal areds.

They saida comprehenswe studyon |
the irimpacttotheenvironment, the .
people\andtheuway oflifeshouldbe :

: flrst Tooked into.. - -

Organized by the Peoples Net- *
i work for the, Integnty of Coastal °
Hab1ta,ts and Ecosystem. (Peoples
NLCHE), _whlch advocates for eco- |
' logical restoration as anr alternative -
toland reclamatlon, the conference :;
part1c1pants believe that a morato- -
; rium _to avert. the 1mpend1ng eco-
log1cal crisis expected fromtheland |
reclamatmnpohcyundertheDuterte '

.administration is a must,

- tion projects covering 39,414 hect- .

' aresofcoastalandmannelandscapes

. across the country.

”Violatmn oﬁenwronment-laws

APh111pp1nee, an ‘c_e
0

. scientists called for a natlonwxde
. [ Y

57 *"At‘leastl 24 mupl‘,honpeoplemlght :
i gmﬁcanﬂybeunpactedbyreclama- g

: the conference. e I SR
"Dumpmg and filling of cr1t1- ﬁ
- «cal marine support systems in °

' ‘Manila Bay are not only violating
our:laws they are depnvmg out .

"'and b1od1ver51ty, whichare. heav:ly
i 1mpacted she added. Cod
“Under tlie Local Governrnent ‘
Code, or Repubhc Act 7160, a local ,
.government uhit’s S boundaries may;;
 only be substantially altered by law
. enacted by Congress. :

? ButRamossaldlocalgovernment
“units (LGUs) “tenid to expand their’
terrltory further out into the sea,’
substannally changmg [their] ter—
' ritorial boundaries”

i Sheexplainedthatthereare r1g1d
‘requirements to change or: alter ter-
“ritorial boundarles, 1nc1udmg ana-
‘tional law énacted for the purpose,
and a majority of votes for its ap-
.proval castina plebiscite. . ,

Enwronmenta! |mpact .
assessment s o

' PROE. Jay Batong acal afnaritime !
"law expert, is calling for a massive ;
enwronmentallmpactassessmentof
: allland reclamation projects.

’ In his presentatxon, Batongbacal

tal impact essessment of all land'
re amatwn pro;ects in Mamla

“at; an 1nterv1ew
! at he event»s s1de11ne

|

|
; ‘wayfo: it Ttibi o '-pe". l
development?prcqects 22 of Which |
s wete allegedly done'deals, . - .- l
f _@They said the projects will result i
i in massive land reclamatxony result- |
; mgmtherelocatm 1o over 200,000 |
: 1nformal settler famlhes, mostly
. sm hiermen.

ﬂung areas where no ;ob or ernploy-
| rdtit ¢ opportunity await them, no’
water or electr1c1ty, or proper trans-!
- pbrtation to ensure them and the1r
chlldren %etterhvmg condition: |

The ‘DENR, along with the DILG, : :

: is working, with various natlonal
. government agencies, including the !
' shelter agencies under the umbrella |
Housmg and Urban Development i
- Coordinating Councjl, Presidential
Urban Poor - 'Comn:usswn, Depart-
" ment-of Social Welfare and Devel- :
_opment, and concex;ned LGUs for .
“the relocatlon of informal settler
| fa:mhes away from Mamla Bay, or
i the. rivers and esteros, wh1ch ‘wa,ter
| fall out to the bay. -
§ Pamalakaya and Kahkasan-PNE
are calling for amoratorium on. Iand
reclamatmn, cIalmlng therewas 1o
study dotie yet on the potentlal ad- i
. Verse economic and. envuonmental
impact of reclamation.
Last month, around 200 lead—
| exs and members of orgamzatzorns

'the_Ma la Baywatch a watchdogf
tall‘ 'hat aims to monitor, the;‘

“Gefn n.c.-reha\b:htatmnofIVIamlaE
" Bay shoiild be building livable hous-i
" ing for waterway and coastal com-
f mumtx;:s, not resultmg ineviction,”
5 said Leoni Dulce of Kahkasan—PNE
andspokesmanofManﬂaBaywatch
. “Manila Bay's waters should be:
. restoredsfit for fisherfolk, no%"?‘for
- destructive land reclamatmn We
e people. power and sc1--
ence to_énsure that Manila Bay's ;
rehab:hrt tion follows. the highest |
environtiental and human—nghts
standards,” Dulce added. L I

"
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Duterte eyeing another
ency on reclamation

. ESIDENT Duterte may . _

constitute another agency
on reclamation, which
he said would be managed by
people with unquestionable
character. i

I
Number of reclamation projects
lined up for Manila Bay,
covering 32,000 hectares

“Ang kinuha ko lang 'yung Rec-
lamation Authority kasi matagal
at nag-i-squabble ‘yan sila diyan
sa pera. Tinanggal ko. Nilagay ko
sa opisina pero hindi gumagalaw.
Wala akong [1 only got the Recla-
mation Authority because it was

CONTINUED ON Az

placing the Philippine Reclama-
tion Authority (PRA) under his of-
fice in a bid to fast-track the land-
reclamation process.

(NFMCP) Annual Conventionat the
Toilo Convention Center.

The President had signed in
Bebruary an executive order (EO)

He made the announcement in
. a speech on Saturday night at the
. 25th National Federation of the
| Motorcycle Clubs of the Philippines

slowandithadlongbeen wracked
by squabbles arising from money.
I took it out. I placed it under my
office, butithas notbeen moving.
I have no....]... I never act on it,”
Duterte said.

He continued: "I would maybe
constituteanother agency [manned
byl people with unquestionable
charactersothatitwouldbeclean.”

It is not yet clear what would
happen to the PRA.

The earlier issuance of the EQ
on the transfer of PRA came amid
the pending land-reclamation

projects in Manila Bay, now also |

the subject of amassiverehabilita-
tionb program led by the national
government.

Critics havepointed cut that the
Manila Bay rehabilitation is a pre-
lude to clearing the way for pending
reclamation projects.

Under Executive Order 74, the
PRA was placed "under the direct
control and supervision” of the OP,
while the power of the President to
approve all reclamation projects
shall be delegated to the PRA Gov-
erning Board.

The EQ added: “Such delegation,
however, shall not be construed
as diminishing the President’s au-
thorityto modify, amend or nullify
the action of the PRA Governing
Board.”

The PRA was previously with
the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR).

While Malacafiang defended
the EO as a means to streamline
the services of government agen-

cies, the Palace was also quick to.

dismiss that the EC was meant to

favor anyone or any group.
j

‘Suspend bay rehab’ .

THE Makabayan bloc has already
filed a resolution urging the gov-
ernment to suspend the'Manila
Bay rehabilitation program, say-
ing this could be a prelude to the
43 reclamation projects covering
more than 32,000 hectares in the,

bay under the President’s “Build, -

Build, Build” program. .

According to the lawmakers,
the 265-hectare Pasay Harbor City
joint venture involving Davaoc-’
based businessman Dennis Uy is
includedin thelist of reclamation
projects.

Uy was one of the main
campaign contributors of President
Duterte.

The EO also applies to all
reclamation projects, including
those initiated by local govern-
ment units and all other agen-
cies, government-owned and
-controlled corporations or any
government entity allowed un-

derexistinglaws to reclaimland, -

for which there are no contracts
or agreements yet executed be-
tween the government entity
concerned and a private-sector
proponent prior to the effectiv-
ity of the said EQ.

In November, it was reported
that Manila Mayor Joseph E.
Estrada and Pasay City Mayor
Antonino Calixto signed a mem-
orandum of agreement to pursue
together with "utmost effort
to cocperate with each other
and extend mutual assistance”
to their separate partnerships,
with private groups to reclaim
huge swathes of the Manila'Bay
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ate employment and'gther eco- _' :
! ném1c‘opportun1t1es in the two J

‘ ,%&,da), the '

) nd" De ment of Fi- |
‘nance. The NedaBoardapproved
iréclamation pro;ects prior to the
issuance of the EQ. - .. . . - |
J‘ No reclama;wn prOJect S!.'L%ll“
“out th'é‘{ré'qmred Ares Clearance :
""and Envirdnmental” Comphance s
{Cert1f1cate to be ;ssued by the '
‘ DENR : |
| Y-Vi | reclamatlon projects shall
i ' also undergo competitive; pubhc |
! - bidding and shall be evaliiated by
; * PRA based on “their cumulative
' ~ impacts rather thanona spec1f1c :
. project basis. L :
| ThePRAgovermngboardlsalso ;
| enjomed to allot at Jeast 5 percept :
i © of, 1ts net earnings to develop its .
! capab111ty and expertme toreclaim
5 . land, including the modernization
~of its dredging and reclamatlon '
: _ technologies. - .
i : .The PRA shall also craft and
B N 1 N
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By Nat Marlano

RESIDENT Pre51dent Ro go Dyterte;

- Phlhppme Reclamation Authority rema*m
and that he might create a S€f ' His Extoutive Qrde

' réclamation that will only be man; D eoow m°"°5 the PRA to thEOﬁ”l ‘

: “lmquestlonable character

7 R lamation prOJects “and other
‘h-nmm‘ : roapt ;3. mmm.nnvwwa—m-\ -uuu i T B purposes almlng to Iat]onahZe opera_ :
He-made the statement two months af-  actions that mvolve large amourits- of  tions for a sustainable resource develop- ‘

. “ter he: transferred the agency to his con- money, but that he took exceptron inthe ment.
. case of PRA , i e e . The PR%used to approve reélamatlon

: h durmg.a' motorcyclei%lub ; u projects on beha]fofthe chief executive, |
conven on'fin Toilo City .on Satur ay, ] Buit Diiterté’s new directive repealed the | |
Duterte sard he avolds govemmenttrans _ ‘long I removed it. I put it in- my oﬁice, .two previous executive orders that plaoed

oy T > i
 the P;aAundegfhe Eoolkor thes
iuf-tn% abinviron ""f‘. and Natural

Development Authonty'** - ke

“The .PRA:shall be*under the contfolt
; and supervision of the OP, while theipow:
er Sf’che Présidert to ggprove all reclarmaZ
, tIOIl projects shall be e eg%tvedtoth‘ PRA
FGBverhingBoad P RO ays e (¢
| “Snch’ delegation, however, shall not be |
"“conisted & dirhiitishing “the Presidsats |
; authonty to modify;-amend of nullify. the | ;
! action of the PRA Governing’ Board.” =
The ' Palace", had. prewously sa1d
?'Duterte S order was meant.to streamline
i the PRA’S services and make the ageucy
f “more efficient”. = - N
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By Kristina Maralit

Stressing that there ismo place
for corruption.in government,
President Rodrigo Duterte
yesterday bared more officials’
heads are on the chopping block
this week. |

The Chief Executive made
this disclosure during the 25th
Annual Convention of the National
Féderation of Motorcycle Clubs of
the Philippines in Puerto Prmcesa,
Palawan .
over thej
.. weekend. §

He laménted the sluggish :

process citizens have to endure
in different government offices
to conduct business. It has to
stop, he said.

Turn to page 2

ore heads to roll

DUTERTE SETS
FIRING SPREE

He lamented the
sluggish process
citizens have to
endure in different
government offices to
conduct business

v‘;_g‘i

T

ﬁthggropgss,

Igl:ere 's comlption.

:1 “The. suthority 0 corvert is .
'given to a certain petson; And”

‘then you']l make the people go
_,back-and—fo_:th for two years. To
‘me that-is corruption. Nothing
‘else. The meaning of that i is.y0
[ wantumoney,” he stated.

P Although h d%émt mengom 7

i*Preside

Ito Depg’ﬁm
Reform;éDAR)
"Castricines. - 2 g,;
M(‘a_qtncf%neq,n‘ she:

_th’e' ‘gh;g,
./ 151 SIHEIAISENdFen

corrupt practices.

42019 imeanwhlle, some 48 public

'as he campaigned for the:

arheading.. udescrlbedkthe Philifpin&s-as

T

the adrq1nlstrat10n s, 3fforts ?ori'hptito thg core
to streamlifie the ConVersion-

of agrlcurlrtural lands for

documerits 103
he said. f
‘T ha

? o
Since the ae
e é h the Cabi

Executiy

from%g’overnment JBrvice over -
corraption a]legatlons and other
violations -

- I 2018 the Pres1dent has Resourceﬁs)*’Secretary I-function
ﬁred some 22 government and throughC "inet«fmembers Thave .

nilitary personnel for reported :

time, the DENR__(Depar.tment

Forfthe first three months of-

w

Mr. Duterte, _however can
j#keFs have béen given the boot.  only exerclse “supervision when

L A it comas+to- elecﬁed;ofgclals and

‘Corrupt to the. core’ trus?tiey “dgWhat'is nght »o

" The Chief. Executive, “You ask me .whether I
can control corruptlon An all
A government ‘agencies. I will
telt, you this: the Philippines

Vo deg

1u9rrupt to_thie core. _It has _

adm_lmstratlon s senat
bets-in Malabon City a8

fn the Executwe Branch M.

to7 ¢ : Bery
’ be the De%lse Séeretary allthe

of Environment and Natural -

2, & diffgFent forms wheiher in thie
# city hall 0133. theinatmnal lev

violations.

With thls, he’ ‘made-an.

appeal to the pubhc to help

him rid his administration of . .
graft and corruption and urged |
them to directly report to him -
* if they've been a victim of any

government offic1a1 or employee
askmg for greaSe money durmg
~ transactions. " et

- 4Dg riot ‘Be 2 vmtlm If you
aré asked for money, go to
Malacanang, report it to me, I

will tell the presndentlal guards -

_to let you in,” Mr. Duterte.said.
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talks 'With the ‘Pasig River Re-

ihr:tblhtatmn Commrssron for ..
.an m-depth look into the plas- :

' tig poﬂutlon ‘problem . that

" hounds ¥ ‘Pasig- River .and its )
itributaries as part of efforts to

\ curb matine : plastlcs and sup-
port proper waste manage-
L ment,

U In an  interview, World

IBank senior environmental
"engineer Gerardo Parco said
! the.group recently redched an

-agreement with thé commis-
:sion to survey ‘the 27-kilome-

i ter stretch of the waterway
- by researchers from the Unit-
- Althoughithe deal had yet

that cuts. across ‘Metro Manila.

to be_formally 51gned Parco
:said" they already received a
‘grant . from Korean -Green
| Growth Trust Fund, a partner-
: ship between the World Bank
-Group and the Korean govern-
‘ment that was focused on
-greenprojects. .-

5 "He refused, however 1o

drsclose the exact amount of. .
LE : .oné.of- the Country’s perenmalf
" environmiental problems due:

[the grant ;
_ Dunng a recent conference
'on marine plastics hosted: by
:the World Bank and Norwegian
-Embassy in Mamla, senior en-
svironmental specialist Xatelijn
‘van den Berg said the research
‘would include surveys.on the
:sources and jmpact of plastic
iwaste in at least five areas lo-
. cated along the river. -’

The study would dlso de-
| termine’ the types of  most
“prevalent plastics, -as well as

. the entrypomts of these pollu-

The World Bank' Group 1s in.

tants in the waterways. van
Den Berg said ‘the résearch:
would also look into . the:
brands of discharged plastics. " |
Parco said -technologies’
stich .as remote satellites and|
drones would be used to as-:
'Seés the 'plastic waste. 4
Twao- to: three -year project |
“‘The data that would be]
gathered will' then be’ used for ]
policy dialogue with the gOV-|

“ernment,” he said, notmg that
. the projectwas expected tobe-"

gm ‘before the year-end and

-‘would last for two to- three*

years.
) Accordmg to -a 2017 study

ed States and the nNetherlands,

- Pasig River dumps over 63,000

tons of plastlcs—equwalent to:
the weight of over 10,000 ele-!
phants—into the ocean every
year. .
This makes the river the
world’s seconcl worst_contrib-|
utor. of ocean plastic, relatlve

. toits drainagearea. ,

Plastic . pollution remains'

to its high dependence on sin-*

gle-use plastics.for food pack-:

aging and hygienic products.. -
A waste assessment report’

"by the Global Alliance. for In-'

cinerator  Alternatives - in:
March reveals that Frllpmos
thrgw almost 164 mrlhon
pieces of: plastic sachets daily.

'Year.ly, over 5g billion. pieces
of sgchets are' used in the:
» country. INQ:

- ——
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SA_mga. mgdm&mw at
buvwan, nakita natin ang -

! ginawa grehabﬂltasyon sa
- Boracay Island I nang dahil
* sa mpa naglipaitang basura

¢ sa nasabing lugar: Kama- .

i kailan l'amang'ay nagsaga-

" wa rin ang ating pamaha- .

laanngpaghhmssaMamla
: Bay. Ito-ay sd pagtutulu-
: aganng iba’t ibang ahensi-

i ya ng gobyerno. lto ay

: nagpapakita lamang na

 upang mapangalagaan ang

 kapaligiran ay kinakaila-
.ngan ang pagkakaisa ng
| pamahalaan at mamama-
!yan Kmakallangau ding
blgyan ng; nglpm angmgi

‘batas ha may layunmg )
‘ proteksiyunan ang mga ..
: karapatanng mamamayan. -

‘laban sa polusyon. Ito
:ngayon ang malinaw na

gmagawangkasalukuyang :

4pamahalaan. :
I” -~ Malinaw na nakasaad
| sa-ating Saligang-Batas,

| pastikular sa Article 11, Sec~

. tion 16, ang sumusunodna
{ probisyon

P _'fSEC..Jé.:-Dapat pa- :
- ngalagaan at isulong ng |
-estado ang kardpatan ng

sambayanan sa timbang at
“kanais-najs fa ekolodyi
nang naagyonsa aluy—oy at
- tugma ng kalikasan.”

-‘ “Miakikitarito ang pagpa-
. pahalaga ng estado sakara-
 patan ng mga Pilipino sa
rnalmls na kapaligiran. 5a

nang ito ay dulotng pagkas -

- sirang kalikasan at kapali-
giran, Sakabila ng kampan--

_ya laban sa pagkakalat ng

‘basura, marami.pa rin ang

hindi turnatalima rito. Ma~* i

raming batas ang naipasa
ngKongresoupanghgyan

ng.. proteksiyon -ang -

kapaligiran at isakatuparan
ang polisiya ng estado na

‘Bigyan ng: proteksiyon at”

iSuléng ang karapatan ng
mamamayan sa: maluus na

Kapaligitan.
Nagsagawa rin’ ang :
Korte Suprema ng mga .

alituntunin' para sa mga
kasong isinampa niang dahil

‘mayroong paglabagngmga
batas na pumoprotekta .
: labansamluyangpagkasua
-ngkalikesan atkapaligi

Ito ay ang 4.M. No. 09- 6

* §-5C namaytitulong “The -

Rules of Procedure for

Enwmnmental Cases”.
Sa anumang paglabag

sa’mpa itinakda ng batas

para sa proteks1yon ng -
- dalawa (2) o tatlong: (3)

kalikasan at kapaligiran,
maaaring maghairitig petis-

..yon sa husgado upang

makakuha ng- Wrif of

- Kalikasar sa ilalimng Rule

7 ng A.M No. 09-6-8-5C.

~Tto ay maaaring isampa sa
Korte ‘Suprema o sa’
‘anumang sangayng Court ™
of Appeals ng alinman sa -
‘peaple’s organization o ",

* ‘hon-governmental ovga-:

nization (NGO) o ng iba
pang may pampublikong
. interes na- kinikilala ng
- ahensiyang gobyemo.Ang

petisyon ay ihahajn sa =

pgalan ng mamamayan na

ang karapatan na magka-
reon ng majugog na ekolo--

hiya ay malalabag onanga-

_ 'ngambna malabag dahilsa
kagagawan ng pampubli-’
-kong opisyal o pribadong’

indibidwal na maaaring
magdulot ng malaking
“kasiraan ng kapaligiran at
. makaapekto'sa buhay,
kalusiigan at ari-arian ng

siyudad o probinsiya:
Ang-  Writ . of
Kalikasan. ay legal na

remedyo sailalimng batas

ng Pilipinas kurig saan ang

ngpampubhkangoplsyal

.ang-- karapatan -

sa.“balanced and health:

' ful ecology’ " (timbang af’

malusogna ekoloh:y@)

karapatann mamamayam

: ng atmg kapahglran, hindi ;'
“lamang it magdudulot ng
Inga sakuna, kunghmdl ifo |

. magiging sanhi rin ng ’
maraming sakit sa mama: .
mayan. Afig’ mga usokna :

“nalalabag dahil sa.gawain )

-empleyado o pribadan,
: c_hb:dwaloentldad:‘

e
atifg Sahgang—'Batas sa.%
nabanggltnadapatpanga- -

lagaafi-atisulong ng estado
-ng -
sambayanar: ssatimbangat

" kanais:nais na ekolodyi -

‘nang naaayon sa aluy-oy

.at tagma.ng kalikasan®’.

Ang paghahain ng
petisyon para Ang
- Writ of Kalikasan ay' hindi
nangangahuluganghindina. -
maaaringpapanagutin ang
.mga taong lumabag ng
batas-kalikasan sa kasong -
kriminalo s:bllpa.ra maka
hinging danyos. -

. Kapag mayroong kag— .

- malaki- sa

ating ‘mga. karapatan sa -

' ma]mnsatmalusognakapa— :

" ligirati~ay’ ang ating mga
responsibilidad bilafig ma-

" mamayan na pauaullhmg :

maayos ang ating kapa- .

- ligiran. Gawin din nafin ang :

atingmga obllgasyontulad_ :
. na lamang sa paggamitng

‘recyc_Ied products, pag- .
- titipid sa tubig; enerhiya o |

kuryente at pagtatagon ng -

“basura sa tamangtapunan. -

Tto aymga maliliitnabagay

- subalit;makatutiilongnang
afin na'!
. mapanatiling, malinis ang !
ating kapaligiran. -

ERITORIAL  CARTOON
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| MPORTED
. ENDANGERED
“TARANTULAS
 SEIZED

Tarantu[as inside
i plastic containers
j- are shown at the
 Philippine Department
- of Envirenment and -
l : Natural Résourcesin
Metropolitan Manila
. on April 3. Philippine
i ACustoms District Collector
‘Carmelita Talusan said
i | inastatementthat757"
' ~Iw§tarantulas, with
;l_) e;ﬂmated value of
/310,000 (about $6,000),
i were seized by customs
A n,ts at Manila’s
rport on Aptil 1. The
angered wildlife
- speties were found
s concealed in glft wrapped
¥ gal and cookie boxes .
\ -arid was shipped from ~
* Poland. APAAROR EAYILA
- oland. AT

IR

g
|
|
i
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! ENDEMICTOPH A relative of the endemic species of jade vine has adapted to summar. Usually green, the species boast
threatened species of Philippiné flora found during tree walks araund the University of the Philippines IB-EDC Threatened Species Arboretum in Diliman. —iamsta.hosa
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Ramon Bandong awaits visitors |

i rat the entrance of the Umversrty |

hectare UP IB Energy Develop-
. ment Corp .Threatened Species
Arboretum. Iti is ‘home to more
.than g6 premium tree species,
mostly endangered as well as

“There are spec1es that are i
under threat “their population
{in the w11d décreasing. At this
' point, they-need a. little help.or:
 intervention in the form of ar-
“boretums to house ‘them,” says |

i a.site,guide:and. r

unp ance NOW, who will?" says-
: 1ga11- arrmo also asite gurde

P Green thumb i

A_low pathiedds:Bandong and}
- his group to a fernery, where Set |
.laginella, ustially ‘gret —color,.
;unmedlately catches: every ne’s |
: attentlon. Sunhght tirns the blue-

Drhman Was. named afte,r a;
fern that used t donunate theE
ong* frrst,

however he wads able to rev1ve’
Ithe .renowned Durman fern mt
‘the arboretum. i :

bndge as quamtas ini: :
 afid-wonder- what awaits- them ‘
' behmd thebrown tree trunks ’
Dry mahogany leaves crunch 1
’beneath their feet as they move ; ..
toward the first area, a clump of -
‘towenng trees the tropical low-
land evergreen rainforest. -
Mahogany, commonly used
m tree-plantmg act1v1t1es, is ac- |
"-mvasrve forelgn g

b
z come:; futﬂe i

Fofplants | [are used]. Worse; they
! t copld’ have a negatwe 1mpact on
j the envu:onment G

Natwe blo soms o
In ‘the ‘second area, forest !
| over’ limestone, are many én-
 demriic plants found only in the ;
Phrhppmes.
. “If Japan has. cherry blos-. |
. soms, the Philippines has the. 4
| Philippine teak,”. says. Garrino.
' A whole’ canopy would be cov- ;
ered in blossoms srnce they’re 4
' atthe top of the'tree.”
; Philippine teak,’ an endemrc ;
. tree -that bears vibrant purple :

| flowers ard’ rough leaves, is
commonhf found in - the j
i provmce of Batangas. . . :
. At the Jower. méntane rain: |
forest, Bandong introduces: the !
katmon a native’ orna.rnentall
!tree. A toddler in the group
takes:a bité-of its! tiny, fruit and
puckers up thi tasté-The kat:';
mon rurt"canbeu d -

B e v e e

i .
i
|
i

0 “The [Ind;an] mangoes we'
are"so, proud of, we. say’> that'
; they re grown here but the

1

. we Flllpmos dont pay atten-
. tmn to our native trees

Biologlcal warfare -

Bandong pomts to a plant.
hidden ina comer by a creek,‘
mcmng_away from it -as he

“from’ a -kapok tree overhead

i
;
[
i

i ¥
; ne1ghb -mg coutitrie: and we
have diff er’entendermc specres

land hke dust on the wsrtors It

VlSltOI‘S
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. oneé of the hmdranoes ta the con¥
: .duct ‘of- ‘research. “{Authontles]

. ple's Army),' and there are threats |
: .commgfrombothsnles ' :
“The ‘four ends ona solemn

Ain- an orgamZanon he founded‘ B
the Ph111pp1ne Nat1ve Plants i
vInc. -

i w1llbegone "shesays., .0 5 0
- Plantsgive so much but ‘ask’
LE for s0 h ' ':;-accordmgto Ples. The :
,l ‘e of ‘dlmost. everything we'

- nee ,=p1ant”compounds ‘are usu- ;
1 ‘ally. studied for their - ground- -
| breaking potential and applica- |
tionin medicine'and other fields: ‘

Smell the ﬂowers B :

The ‘walking. tour, -#Gubat- -
; SaSyﬁdad {Forest in the City), |
!‘Sponsored by the IB’ and thej

they' themselves
“are endangered Ples says. .: .

© plants is rapid deforestation.
" *We need'to know What'trees
. are.native inl 'our country so that
- we canplant those to restore our -
. fotests " Rodrigitez says: -~

- Enivironinental damage’ from.

and

‘_ ‘urbamzatlon also endangers na-t .

: unsustamable development :

: -tlve spécies, maiiy’ ofwhlch have
yet to be discovered.
L. L MI'$'arace against

‘ness-of .the: umque ﬂora around

“iAfiothér threat to- native B

nie* to 1g-1 ;
mte our “colléctive ‘conséious- :

erally: stop' and‘sznell :
3 INQ FIE .
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b Accordmg tothe late botamst Much of the, knowledge of * S A PN S
l Leonard Co's Dlgltal Flora, there “native Ph111pp1ne plants-comes G f; . * 3 .
| are 432 native speciés of vascu-: | - from -our’ ancestors,, Rodriguez | o / 1.‘- e
" lar plants in the Philippines;- But| ' says. Indlgenous peoples who £
- -despite being a biodiversity hot: | livein remote areas lack access ! '{
. spot, much of .our native plants : to rnbd_ern medical ca_r_e arid are - Cowd
¢ remains unexplored , w © 7. thus the main sources of infor-" | _
t . .“The problem is’ you cantl - mation on how to ise- ‘native : ¥
“ tudythese plantsbecauseyoure I plants forhealt g, ;-
: ' i& take care of and" =‘
E : is knowledge, -or it | : . I
S P AT W {1 i

;us "gaysPles, =~ "

. For Garrino, another i nnpor-

. “charige of ideas with the locals. |
Whenwe come downfrom the -

“——‘_wl_h plants she says,’

:tant part of fieldwork is the-ex- ;

1n they’ll borrow f:hel
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awa dam

= 3

¥
I
r
!

proponent to withdraw ¢asé

" Water nghts to develop the' Wawa Dam
‘ -PrmectbutMWSS‘andtheNatmnalWater

ResourcesBoard (NWRB) still won't allow -
‘him ‘to push throtigh with. it. Hence he" j
sued for arestraining order
“He. éven claimed that Mamla Water' i
"yantsto grab" the pro]ect fromhim. - f
InOctoberlastyear, MWSStookasges ' J
ond look at Violago proposal but :
this time, it will be done with his :

' . newly-tappedpartner, Razon, t the |

partnershlp with Manlla Water Company,

{Inc. The Razon-led groupis set to present
i theerawa Bu.lkWaterSupply Projéct pro-

e "On Aprll 16 the TWG. [Techn
’Workmg Group] will présent the Wawa

.Dam project-to- MWSS," Velasco, said.
"By that time the restralmng order filed'
i agamst us, before the Court of Appeals

“should have alréady been mthdrawn
! othermse there will be no de :
~ Velasco expects that by then Violago,

i whoﬁledﬂlerestrmmngorderhasah'eady; _
 withrawn- the case he/filed against the:

{-water regulator over hlS water nghts m
the Wawa watershed.™

- .Ragon's. anelnﬁ'a,throughapart :

nershlp with Violagos San Lorenzo Ruiz

! Builders and Developers Group (SLRBD) -
tsigned a memorandum of understandmg '

i with Manila Water twoweeks ago to coop-
[erate.on the possible development of the
| Wawa Bulk Water Supply Project.

\Violago, whio is involved in the con-

| tstruction of hydropower plants, began -
i ‘proposing to convert ‘Wawa:Watershed in
| Montalban;’ Rlzal"mto a dam in the early '

19905 R
In 1993 he c1a1med he obtamed the

EREEER: A

* ownerof International Container :

Terminal Services, Inc. aCTsD ,
and Bloombeiry Resorts Corp..
" Located at the Wawa, catch-
_ ment ‘area traversing the' rhu-!
‘ mclpahtyofRodnguez and city of
Antipolo in Rizal provirice, Wawa |
Dam has a planned capacity of. L.
over 500 mllhon hters per. day
(mld).

Water experts have long-czted '
Wawaasthe bestpobenualwater'
-supply source for Metro Manila.”

Compared to Laguna Lake!
and other similar water supply
) optlons it does not require an!
expensive treatment technol—
ogy like Teversé osmosis. At 1ts
capaclty; it can serve more than
500,000 households in the MWSS
ﬁ'anchise hrea, Itis strateglca]ly
located. to serve the expansion

i areas of Manila Water |

"The agreement between !
Prime Infra and Manila Water .
pavedthe Wayfortheformattonof
atechnical team that will conduet, -

" a techmcal study on the Wawa

Dam pro_]ect i
_Talks are’ ongomg between
‘ ane Infra and Manila: Water to

Start the pro;|ect at the soonest poss:bte :
tirmie, especlally cons1dermg the cm'f'ent'
‘water crisis. -

. b “The proxmuty and water source. _

uahty of the-.Wawa catchment areawill -
first: Water Ty lat_er :

: beassuredtha wewﬂldehvemtmacost—
© effectivé i }j’nmeInﬁ:aPmsxdent

:_1ts unplementgtlon of low o no water :

v

Gmllaume Liect said.
. Manila Water is now in hot water” for
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Nearly dry. Water
level at La Mesa
dam has.consis- |
tently gone south
due to lack of

rain and the hot
weather.

Angat Dam water level down

|

' . H . .
i | ok L ..

-Hydrologst Jason Bausa yester-  is.also used to generate electricity March 10. o
‘ ) : : day said they expect Angat toreach  for Luzon: / 1+ .« % .~ . Residents of Metro Manila and -
“WATER reserve at' Angat Dam  its critical water level 6£:180 meters The La-Mesa Dam in Quezon parts of Rizal have been affected
in Bulacan further dropped in ' between the “last week of April City gets dtsiwater supply from by water intertuption due to the
the past 24 hours, the Philippine ' and-eatly. week of May” Angat, Water from.Angat passes dwindling water level in La Mesa.
Atmospheric, Geophysical*and O'nce the dam=dips to 180 through the IpoDam also in Bu- ~ Bausasaid they expect the water
" Astronomical Service§' Adminis- mieters, the water supply fot the lacan then flows into the La Mesa-  reserves in. Angat and:La Mesa
tration (PAGASA) said yesterday.  irrigation will be-the first to'be. LaMesa, meanwhile, maintained dams to continue to decline in'the

B

BY ANGELA LOPEZ DE LEON -

At 6 am. yesterday, the water  affected. . E its water level.in thelast 24 hours:  “coming days or until thé wet ot

level in Angat stood at 190.21 " Aside from supplying more - From!'Saturday morning to 6° rainy season. seéts in between late
‘meters, 29 centimeters lower  than 90 percent of Metro Manila’s  a.m. yesterday, Bausa said the dam’s  May and mid-Jusie.” -« -

from 190.50 meters on Satutday. water needs, Angat provides water  water level was at 68.50 meters, the;  Bausasaid that the water tesetve

_ morning, . for the irrigation requirements of  lowest water elevationinLaMesas  in Ipo .Dam has maintained. its

Angat’s water level has dropped ~ thousands of hectares of farm-  record soifar. . *: 10t-metet Jevel yesterday morning,

" consistently since last'month 'due: lands in Bulacan and Pampanga. The La Mesa Dam has breac':h_cd: still above its critical water level of
to lack of rain and extreme heat. © A part of the dam’s water supply  its critical level of 69 meters last 97 meters.
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; - *Panelo saldfthe'creatlon of 4 water;
' department wis ohe of the topics discussed:
R dunng the 36th Cabinet- meetmg

: : . ! T
’Ihat is ome of the thmés I’mlookmg -Duterta's support for the "
| out for, tobeabletohelphy .. proposal creatmg an’ agency

pushmgforaDepartmrt*, at?é'

Go bared fus posﬂ:mn as"he’iretumed
+to Quezon province, dnew, conductmg

;of Lopez and Gumaca, where he; later
attended a “Serbxsyong Tunay at Natural”

The prwmce of Quezon has
: ‘j'.adopted"Go as 1ts son. o

“That, j s OIIQ of the ﬂhmgs I’m lookmg . ide
" out for, to be able to help‘by pushmg fora . Natios
Departmentof Wateras NEDA:proposed,” }1e ]

d. "Maybe,

| the people andmdents ofthe Imvmog fof t.he
wa.mweloomehg hadrecelved, '

“assuz !
nlydn Mamla.lputmthe countryslde aswell "
: By _ «+According to Presidential spokesman
Quezon aclus er o mumclpalltles located 5 Salvadm:PaneIo, PresxdenfDutmte favo
‘inthe southermnost partof the provinee and '
adyacent 0 Camarines’ provinees, in.Bicol. 5.‘;for wate;: re]ated concerns behevmg At - I ttea.tedthe SN way as the’
‘region. But Go said he does not mind the - would prevent a repeat of the. water service:  rest of the provinices in the ‘country. BIII'
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‘Bong Go seeks to address rural
'water problems medical neells

FORMER Speeml Assis.”

‘tant. to- the President -

‘and 2019 senatorial’

‘candidate Christopher .

‘Lawrence “Bong” Go

/backed proposal forthe
.creation:of a Departs-

ment of Water; which

‘Président Rodrigo Du-
‘terte lnmself support--

} supgly ql: clean
riable, Jv-tm ffor. home.

ed, to. ensure adeqslate
po-

tise “as-well as for irri-.

gation of-farmlands in. ~
the country.

- Go bared his posmon as .
* heretirned-to Quezori proy-

ince anew, conducting a

motorcade” that passed -
-along the’ bowns of Lopez

and Gumaca, wheré hé lat-
ef atbended a. “Serb:syong_

Tu.nay at Natural” rally: or- ¢

. qu-g@Q

0
‘qu'en,tﬁ&at theGnﬁum §

cuvered cuurt.

-The former SAP ex—
pressed his ngatxtude for the
people gnd residents of the .

-province for the warm wel-..
come he had réceived, rem- .
inigcent of his previous vis-
it to Gumaca in November :
1ast year when he graced.;
the mauguratmn of the

‘clustexyxofsmunicinglitje

From

BONG =2

i “Maratning salamat sa
mga, taga—(Gumaca) Qu-
ezon-#t sa iba pang mu- .

nisipyong nandito. ‘Pag- -

haba ko pa lang kanina.
‘dun sa Lopez po ay na-
sakalmt ng pagtanggap

con €a downtown area

hanggang dito sa Gu- -

mage. Nakakatuwa na-
iman’ po na kahit na..
'medyo malayo po itong -
Tugar-na ito dy talagang .
‘mainif, yang pagtanggap -
‘nila” sa akin,” amd in
an, mtemew -

t
-Guraca is part of ,the,

idth District of Quezon,.a .

’ rmes prov:lnce

" located-in. the: southern—
“most part of
aml adjacen

“in
région., But Go' said he
does: not mind the dis-
“fance.as long as he could~ :

get the chiance o talk-to
the peop]e to’ hear theu'
.concerns.:

The provmce of Que—
zon has adopted. G- as.
its son " being one ‘of ‘the
“provinces” of. CALABAR-

ZON (Cavﬂ:e, Liguna,

Batangag, Rizal and. -Qu-
ezon) that declared Go as'
an adopted son .of the re-
“gion back in February
his. year, - )

~ Go echioed Eremdent
‘Duterte’s-support for the -

8¢, . pioposaltycieatingsianalang svpos

s 1p1nos énzi ;
éol. " watar supply’ after- :
- told “the -people “of: Gu--

‘maca and -other . parts: of

“ titingnan-at ‘sisilipin pag-
dating

“agency that would. solely

address tgle needs of

‘Quezon  .are suffenng
ftom hck of po A_bl

“Isa po iyan 'j.-a]nng

g ng panahon. Gus-

‘to-ko+pong" mikatulong,
Meron _pong Thga pro

pos-
al si (N'EDA) Secretary
(Ernestd) Pernia -na

. magkaroong 1‘% Depart-
.He said.
" “Sigureit’s ]ﬁJgh time. na -

mient ‘of Water,

po na magkaroon tayo ng
“departamgnto na nakat-
“utok sa *tuhig kasi. dl
138 ¥ Myl slen

e Iwa- .

N nagkakaroon ng _proble-
) tubig,. lalong] lan

pa PO
ang mga pasﬂlda o mga.
negosyanteng nag-nn—
‘vest Ppo ng negosyo na:

he adde

nagsu-su dpply ng tubig,” 3

. "According . to Presi-

dential Spokesman Sal-
vador Panelo, President :
Duterte is in favor of the
proposal to form, a sepa- |
rate department for wa-
tersrelated. concerns, -be-"
hewng it would prevent
a repeat of thé water”
service interruption ex- .
periénced recently by’
~paris, of Mafro Maml%
g ]il@atsg:ovmc
!Mﬁﬁ!’d”ﬂh&me

 canang.

Rt also. urged the .

| Lical Water Utilities Ad- |8

T minisfration.- to’ look into

try He addei':l that if elect-

"ed” to the "Senmate, he

- 'would also help find solu-
! tion to the problem. -

£ 5 “Ako’rin, pagdatmg ng

: pandhon ay isa po yan ‘Ba
©  magiging

. aking.
prayondad Serbisyo kaa-
gaa rqab:lls na senb

»R, Jé‘%

. Earlier, Go also called
for the expansion of the’
exigting* irrigation system
to mitigate ‘the negative

“effects of the perennial .
é[rought the cou.utry ex-

Umversal Health Care .
and it will complement

the Malasakit Center,” Go

said, Among others; Go is
batting for a’law to estab-‘

lish Malasakit ‘Center in;

more areas of the coi

%Aand allow: the pmgrami
yol

v
Jutecteza ,,,,,4_&‘9\*!'.
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i Asslstant to the Fresident
ts pnt na potable
watersv S8 bawat tlhanln,
8 Nakaks @ited concems upang-hindi-na:
“naian po na kahlt‘na medyo «.maulit ang waler service Jnter-;
Halajoipo.itong lugar, e 1g: - rupkon nd nararanasan sa Matro
ay talagang mainit-'yiing. pag-~ “Mafila.at Rizaliprovince: %" i
tanggap nita sg akin,™ ani Go.— “Ayon kay. Panelo 03,8000, Pag- ¢
Matalandaan na.ang Que- Ilkha ng water dep‘a__gggﬁ cay |
zon-bilang‘isa sa Talawigan nia ‘5'
< bumubuo sa:CALABARZON -
tm'gal&w Serbtsyong Tunay {(Gavile, Lagund, Batangas,
< gt NaturaP raly na mrgamsa ni . Rizal:and Quezon) ay.idinek- - -
i Congresswomar Helen,Tarisc.« ~ a.si Go biang Kanfang "adop= .
Gumaca-covered court. - .. ted son” noongPebrero. . . - :
5 z-;Sa kanyang tahimpeti. §lees a
: *nabi i Go'na supo ady’ riya . !
(- giya. sa ‘mainit ﬁa‘ I Lang: paghanaié; i : ’
" sa kanya, - *feto na magkaroon iy lsaqg -
,‘ s Una slyang ditmalaw sa " ‘ghensya fia tululok sa pangan- - sa paghalmap ng solusyon sa, | .

. Gumaca noong Nobyeribre  gallangan sa'tubig ng mga Filpi-  nasabing problema. K JOSE

3,

.
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{6IC COMMUNICATION uunmwl“uw ReCtO Seeks PrObe On
sand, gravel quarrylng

: SENATE Presrdent Pro Tem- .

. pore Ralph Recto has urged the

i government t6. review existing.

?-polrcres on sand and gravel
| quarrying, transport and: sale
-amid the global shortage of
_sand and. rising local demand

for construction. rnaterials

. The senator added heintends
to seek an-inquiry into the
| sand extraction attempt ‘of a
Chmese-rnanned dredging ship

" off the coast of Lobo, Batangas, .

: _and “if this incident is happen-
. ingin other areas.as well.”

. United Nations, sand and grav-.
el -account, for 85. percent.of .
everythmg mined worldwide
- annually.- And ‘China, which’
“-atcounts for half of the global

=

““Thereare many provmces in-
i the: country that are sand and

gravel poor. The reason why

home construction cost increas-’
es was because these were being
_shlpped from one provrnce to;
- another,” Recto said.,

" "Many ,government road -
' projects have been delayed. by
the lack of gravel and .aggre-
‘gates. Our housing- shortage is

5ix ‘million units. These can't

be wiped out ‘without sand !
: he said. - .

f Also, about 15 000 krlo- )
-meters. of farm roads remain.

unpaved -and require. gravel to

‘be paved. The domestic con-'
| struction industry is also val-
ued at P2.4 trillion a year and-
s dependent on sand -gravel

and aggregates “This is the big
prcture, Reeto’ ‘said.

““Sand is in h1gh demand.

Wo_rldwrde According to the

' demand, is like a huge sand-

; and- gravel suctron machme, -

' he said.

l

Recto added rhat the hrgh de- :
" mandsforsand here and world:
made;lﬁd"gwaﬁbmh_te-“sa

 mafia” m“many parts of the -
-globe, and ‘possibly, there are
ilocal-groups: here whichare. traf- -

“much attention unlike gold: and
- nickel. And: ‘many people think :

‘there is an ‘abundant supply of
sand and gravel. But that belief
is wrong. These are not infinite!

_materials,” ‘he sard partly in

Frllprno R
Global gravel extractron, ‘he

' 'sa1d wasata volume twice than,

‘what all tivers on earth could

. yield. Also, Vietriam's domestic
' demand for sand exceeds its:

fotal, reserves.
“Many - beaches in other

- countries have been strrppedt
bareof sand. Strip'miningalso |

happens.in coastal areas. That |
should not happen here. We :
should have an inventory and
betterpolrcy on these resources.
We can start -with ‘no export
policy,” Recto said.. 7
‘He said the Senfate probe
.into the poachlng O export
of sand and other landfill ma-"
-terials” should, cover not only

. the- reported sand dredgmg in:
-Batangas, “but.similar cases in.

other parts of the country.”
- “Have we become.a land

teclamation material supplier?.

Are we exporting out sand? If:

. our mountains have been*_ﬂat
“tened and transported ship by’

shipto reclalm 1slands, somie of
which are wrthrn our tetritory,!

* then that.is land transfer of the;

worst kind,” Recto said. .
~ He added that if Teports were;
‘true that the Chinese ship off

. the coast of Lobo was dredging
-sand for use in the building;

of Hong Kong arrports third;
_runway, “then it is.our second
coritfibution to the project, the.
first being the P700 million that
Filipinio- travelers pay a yeari

. for the expansron of the I-Long

Kong arrport
“It is' in the fine prmt of

-'a-:rotrnd”tnp p_lane ticket to:

Hong, Kong, It is in the ticket.:
You.pay. 90 HK: dollars as Hong:
Kong airport constructlon fee,

I ﬁckmg thatsellable commodrty “ . Recto said.

-“Sand and gravel does not get
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A greener Phlhppmes
w1th Green Jax

i
)
3

T

: \ HILIPPINE Clean Air Act of 1999, Ecolog1cal Sohd Waste
| Management Act 6£2000, and Clean Water Act of 2004 are
a sotne of the environmental laws enacted to preseryel the .
- country’s natural resourcés and to balance’ env1ronmenta1 protec-
. tion and economic ‘development. It is evident; that the Duterte ad- -
' miinjstration is con51der1ng this. balance w1th the rehablhtatlon,of e
Boraca)r lsland and ongomg cleanup drive of Manila Bay :

“"Green Taxcan also be charged j

Green Ta.x also termed as e cotax, :: ! to manufacturers ‘of wooden-based é

enwronmental tax, caibon tax, and‘ . products suchasfurniture, paperand '
+ 1 .
' pollution tax islevied'on consumers | - tissues, so is to be abi_e ttcilgenerate ;
orindustriesthatdirectlyorindirect- governn}efn revenuzstor econser—
lymfhctdamagetotheenvu'onment : vat?;lo °’e§t31 anth r:es fu 1 o
| Revenues collected through Green . - ;- Motor vehicles that use Tuel xe- -

Taxare utilized to fundpro]ects and ' " Sult‘f:g in th; emission (:ifharn::fll;ll ;
| actjvities to offset the negativeim- smoke or carbon monoxide must be

 pact on environment broughtabout subjected o Green Tax. Theamount
by these industries. L : of Green Tax can depend on the en- |

The Tax Reform for Acceleratlon . ginesizeof the vehicle. -
' and Inclusion law imposesa higher | - . Electronic gadgets ¢ and applianc- ;
exc1setaxonautomob11es petroleum o es contain harmful toxic chem1cals
| products, coalandcigarettes., Clear- o -?imh as: lea:ii Cadm;;m 5;“‘1 toxic
' Iy, these increases in taxes would be ame-retardants, Mandfacturers

| able to contribute in the promotion ' andse s ofthese,productsmustbe :
ofenv1ronmenta1protectlon anden- |

: sub]ected to Green Tax, andmust be
coura.gement of the use ofrenewable- ;
energy sources:” :
- To further expand the efforts of |
the government toraise revenuesto-
fmance its envnonmental projects’

L

1pp1ne ta.xatlon syst m.é
ing are some of the indust
canbe sub;ected 6.0 Coaén:
lastlc Pr@d&fg: 60D

si;_pol.}P ar

’fh

;and: powdere :
as eriVironme talﬁ«l :
. fnanﬁfgctufé *nh joig

ume of productlon or usage

. Green.Tax also teimed as ecotax,’
1 environmerital tax; carbon tax *
and pollutlon tax s levied'on con-
sumersor industries that directly -

ofindirectly inflict damage tothe:

i enwronment Revenues collected
t‘g fund projects and actwrtles to
offsetthe riegative impact on
“environment -brought abouthy
-these mdustnes: &

requu'ed to prov1de facilities where
thelrcustomerscalrd.lsposeproducts
for dlscardmg 7 !
' Green Tax can be’ 1ncorporated'
ok - H

d Intries 1n
© A have'Been resortmg to taxatmn
asa mo de gt)o control theimy ac’é}ﬁpéﬁu
-dJ ¢

AGEHLL 2
ESewaﬁon'o 1t agt:ur_al-
i J an

mtnescanbetﬁgt‘%ﬁechmark i
SRR ippines in the enactment i

| of 1ts Green Tax legislation.:

In pursuinga Green’ T la\g,

. . 185118 of ;
double taxatmn 1ssues on thé overs |
lap of the Green taxmth the ex1st1%g

i exc1se ot sin taxes
. Lappesl to ourh honorable leglslaL

: tment. of Envir ment:

: andNaturalResources,academ1c1ans |
and various environmental groups

' to work together and consider the- .

! 1nst1tut10n of:Green Tax inthe Phil-

] ippinesnot only for revenue genera- !

. tionsbuttopreservec ournatural and

{ ureplaceable resources. -

"i'

5 .
Thts m!gtmn acrepls contnbutmns fmm ac—
counmnrs espeaa!fy amdes rhar are ofmrerest to

':, theac«;ounrancy pmfessmn, in, partrcufar ando..

: thebusmess cammumtjg mgeneral Ihesecan be
 e-mailed to boa.secretariat. @gmall.com

e et



