


“7"""’ -r"r"f" Se R

-L*-m- .n. DN WP -

LOWER HALF

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE

= DOST, DENR seal
ARB partnershlp

SAN FERNANDO CITY, La Union — I-n- -
a move to strengthen the advocacy

on rehabilitation, preservation and
protection of the Agno River Basin
(ARB) in Pangasinan, the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) 1 and Department of
Science and Technology (DOST) 1
signed agreements the other day.
The agreements commit DOST to
assist in planning, implementation
and technical expertise for the river
basin research studies, while the
DENR will capacitate stakeholders in
the implementation of sustamabie
environmental natural resources
management interventions wsthm the
ARB (Erwm G Beiee) |
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fire in Mt. Kanlaon put out

BACOLOD CITY — The Department of
Lavironment and Natural Resources (DENR) in
Negros [sland Region said the three successive
fire incidents in Mount Kanlaon since the Holy
Week have been contained Thursday.

The third blaze, monitored after the volcano’s
cruption Tuesday night and atfected more than
SH0 hectares, was put out Thursday noon.

DENR-18 Director Al Orolfo said the three
tire Incidents were reported in Canlaon City,
Negros Ortental and in La Castellana, Negros
Occeidental.

The last one was reported in Barangay -

Cabagna-an in La Castellana supposedly
triggered by the incandescent materials emitted

by Mount Kanlaon and set the bushes on fire.

Supt. Rodolfo Denaga, chiel of Bureau of

Fire Protection (BFP)-Negros Oceidental. said
the responders came to the area at around 4
a.m. Thursday to set up a fire line to prevent

the blaze from spreading to the forest areas of

Mount Kanlaon Natural Park.
Denaga said 69 personnel. including those

from the DENR, BFP Provincial Disaster

Management Program Division. and Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management Offices of various
local government units, put out the fire.
A group of 41 volunteers was also on standby.
Denaga added that they have declared a five
out at noon, but the group remained at the site
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Kanlaon fire
put out, but
danger zone
still off-limits

By Carla P. Gomez

Inquirer Visayas

LA CASTELLANA, Negros Occi-
dental-—The fire rhat ate up
400 hectares of grassland near
the crater of Kanlaon Volcano
was put out on Thursday, au-
thorities said.

Supt. Rodotfo Dinaga, Negros
Occidental fire marshal, said at
least 60 fivefighters worked the
whole day on Thursday to en-
sure that the blaze would not
reach the forest land located
4 kilometers away.

After purtting out the fire, fire-
fighters were advised to immedi-
ately wull out since they were
within the 4-km radius perma-
nent danger zone of the volcano.

“Itis a dangerous place to be in
since Kanlaon might have anoth-
er phreatic explosion,” he said.

Kanlaon, an active volcano on
Negros Island, erupted on Tues-
day, releasing ash, fiery rocks
and other volcanic materials,
triggering a grass fire on the La
Castellana side of the volcano.

Ash fell on several villages in the
towns of La Castellana, La Carlota
and Bago City, according to the
Philippine Institute of Volcanology
and Seismology (Phivolcs).

The volcano was calm after
Tuesday’s phreatic explosion.

The Phivolcs advisory on Thurs-

-day said four volcanic earthquakes

had been recorded from 5 a.m.
Wednesday to 5 a.m. Thursday.
Steam is still seen coming out
of the volcano.
Phivoles has raised alert Lev-
el 1, which meant the volcano is

in a state of unrest.

Entry into the volcano’s per-
manent danger zone is prohibit-
ed as volcanologists said Kan-
laon might erupt again.

Kanlaon is one of the coun-
Ty’s active volcanoes althouvh
it has not erupted for some

rnme.
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‘Kanlaon grass
fires put out

BACOLOD CITY - The grass firves
caused by the eruption of Mt. Kanlaon on

Tuesday night has been put out.

Superintendent Rodolfo Denaga of the
Burcau of Fire Protection in Negros (-
ridental sata fire out was declared around

noon on Thursday, but firefighters and

personnel of the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources (DENR) and
’rovincial Disaster Risk Reduction and
Vianagement Council stayed until 5:45 p.m.
‘o secure the area.

Al Orolfo, DENR-Negros Island re-
rion director, said more than 300 hectares
of grasslands were razed.

The DENR will continue to monttor
the area from its substation in Barangay

Biak na Bato, said Negros Occidental
provincial environment and natural
resources officer Andres Untal,

— Danny Dangcalan
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Mt. Apo fire threatens Phl Eagle /'
breeding, nesting site

DAVAQO CITY - The forest ~ By EDITH REGALADO
fire razing parts of the slope bird. that if the ongoing forest fire
of Mt. Apo since Saturday is Philippine Eagle Founda- continues to rage, the habitat

threatening the nearly extinct tion (PEF) chairman Carlos of the Philippine Eagle would
Phlhppme Eagle, the national  Dominguez expressed concern  be affected.

in the country.

The forest fire, which start- Mt. Apo i1s home to the
ed in the Kidapawan City trail  Philippine Eagle. Nests of the
of Mt. Apo, has spread to other  giant raptor can be found in the
parls of the h]gjhest mountain Turn to Page 3
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Mt . ApO From Page 1

remaining 7,000-hectare torest
of tht‘ mountain.

“The population of f the Phil-
ippine bBagle 1s already near-
extinct and now we have this
prublum of the Mt Apo tire.
It is really threatening the
survival of our national bird,”
Domingucr. said.

The population of the Phil-
ippine Eagle is less than 500
pairs, which were seen in the
torests ot Mt /\pu Samar,
l.eyvie and the Cordilleras.

The non-protit PEE runs the
Philippine Fagle Centerin Baran-
sray Malagos, Calinan District in
this L‘il}-’, located at the foot of the
Mt. Talomo range where at least
35 captive-bred cagles are kept.

Malacanany assured the
public yesterday the national
government is addressing the
tire breakout at M. Apo.

Presidential Communica-
tions Operations Oftice Secretary
Herminio Coloma |r said the

Department of the Interior and
Iocal Government, Bureau of Fire
Protection and the Philippine Air
Force have been working with the
local covernments of Davao del
Sur and Davao City to prevent
the tire from spreading

The Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR) has deploved at least
10 technical personnel to assist
in containing the forest tire.

Eovironment Secrelary
Ramon PPaje directed DENR
Region H Director Joselin Mar-
cus Fragada o discuss with
concerned local executives
the plan Lo temporarily close
the country’s highest peak to

campers Lo prevent a repeat of

the fire inadent.

“Upon hearing about the
ncident, we lost no time mo-
bilizing our personnel from
our provincial and commu-
nity environment and natural
offices in Digos City to help

on the cause of the Tire becatse

pr:*wnl the L-'.prmd O Toresd
fire in nearby arcas,” Paje said.

The D}“NRIL‘}_,IUH:'I]UH!LL‘ T
Davao City has been providing
equipment and technical sup-
port to composite teams of con-
cerned local government units,
the Bureau of Fire Protection,
and the Provincial Disaster
Risk Reduction Management
Counal (PDRRMC).

“Lach of the seven com-
posite teams now up 1n Mt.
Apo has DENR personnel
providing technical assistance,
particularly in the use of geo-
craphical position system or
GP’S and control maps, includ-
ine the establishment of tirve
lines to prevent the tire trom
turther spreading,” Paje said.

A fire line s a gap, i veg-
clation or other combust blv
materials that will act as bar-
rier to slow down or stop the
tire from spreading,.

A Super Huey chopper
from the Philippine Air Force
was also deployed in the arca
on Tuesday to conduct water

1= seen to tast for aboot trve 1o
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hucket operation,

"Water dropping com-
menced at 9 am. on Tuesday
but ended at 11:30 am. due
to poor visibility. A total of 10
buckets equivalent to 30 drums
have been dropped,” Paje said.

He also noted that the risk
of tire had increased as the long,
drv spelland high temperatures
lett large amounts of tlammablo
debris in torest arcas.

The Palace also said the De-
partment of Agriculture was
ready to conduct dlouc
over the Mt Apo grassh
avorable cloug
present and it wind direction was
conducive tor such operation.

'he Protected Arca Manage-
ment Board (PAMB) oversee-
ing Mt Apo vesterday passed
resolutions tomndetinitely close
Nt Apoto trekkers and to use
the Integrated Protected Area
Fund (IPAT)

I'he grasstire was report-
cdly tn;*t"ULd by trekking
malpractices but authorities
brushed aside any specutation

seeding
e osite o
tOrMation wWas

WA N DRI 1 BTN T &

10 days.

Office of Civil Detonse X1
regional director Liza Mazo
said the agency had requested
for additional helicopter from
the Armed Forces of the Philip-
pincc. to beet up torces conduct-
ing the “heli-bucket” operation
manned by the Eastern Mind-
anao Command ot the Armed
Forces. -~ With Aurea Calica

the investigation is stilt ongoing,
Funds generated from trek-
king fees and other local govern-
ment income raised throug ol M.
Apo tourtsm activities will be
Lapped tor urgent operation use
to douse the grasstire.
Authorities are appealing,
or more assistance, particu-
arly water and food and more
e volunteers, as the grasstire
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By Sandy Araneta,
Sara Susanne D. Fabunan ~

MALACANANG on Friday said
the national government is working
fo put out the fire in Mt. Apo even as
a church official from Davao empha-
sized the importance of protecting Mt.
Apo and other forests instead of just
putting out fires when they happen.

The Department of the Interior and Local Gov-
ernment, Bureau of Fire Protection and the Phil-
ippine Air Force have teamed up to contain the
fire, said Communications Secretary Herminio
Coloma Jr.

“All the L.GUs are united in Davao del Sur and
Davao City in their action in order to prevent the
spread of the fire,” Coloma said.

Despite these efforts, the fire continues to dev-
astate more areas, said Davao Archbishop Ronwu-
lo Valles.

Several forest fires have already erupted in
the past tive davs but the terrain has made
it difticult for firefighters to completely put
them out. |

Digos City disaster risk reduction and manage-
ment chiet Harry Camoro said the trails leading
up to the tire are ditticult to climb, the vegetation
too thick, and the source too near the ditfs tor
trefighters to get close.

Hle retlerated the call for donations, saving they
needed logistical support, tools--bolos, machetes,
shovels, and pikes in particular—and other utili-
ties like zloves and chainsaws.

Since Saturday, hundreds of firefighters and
volunteers have surrounded the forest fire that
has atfected some 300 hectares of areas around
the mountain.

Local authorities have alreadv ordered the clo-
sure of Mt Apo to trekkers for a period of three
to tive years.

“'This sad situation brings us again to the truth:
we must work together to preserve, protect, and
help sustain God’s gift of nature and environment,
his gift which is in fact our very home,” Valles said
In a statement.



02 APR 2010
DATE

A0
PAGE

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE

Mt. Apo to

P |

-

g

LOWER HALF

indefinitely

DIGOS CITY—Authorities

decided to close

Mt. Apo for an indefinite period to mountaineer-
ing and related activities amid a fire that contin-
11es to rage in the country’s tallest peak.

In a meeting called by the
Protected Area Management
Board (PAMB) of Southern and
(;entral Mindanao, officials
were unanimous in the decision
0 keep Mt. Apo off limits to hu-
man activity, according to Harry

_omoro, provincial disaster risk

reduction and management of-
‘icer of Davao del Sur province.
At the meeting were mem-

bers and leaders of PAMB of-
fices in the two regions and inci-
dent management teams of two
provinces—North Cotabato and
Davao del Sur—and Davao
City.

Comoro said those who were
at the meeting also passed a res-
olution urging local govern-
ment units that have jurisdic-
tion on Mt. Apo to provide

funds, to be taken from income
they generate from permits (o
climb the mountain, for the re-
habilitation of the mountain af-
ter the fire has been put out.

At the meeting, an agreement
was also reached to allow a body
called Davao Region Incident
Management Team to plan oper-
ations and handle resources

PER HAL

-~

be closed

needed to battle the fire which |

~continued to rage yesterday.

According to Nestor Jimenez,
incident commander, the fire in-
tensified anew on Thursday
night as operations to dig fire
lines continued.
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A military helicopter also
continued to lump water into
the  burning  areas, sad
Jimenez.

He said 2 new aerial survey
showed the fire has spread from
the northeast side of the mountain
to its east ».nd southeast sides.

Volunter 2t firefighters are work-
ing round the clock, said Comoro.

Porters, who earn a living
serving as guides to the moun-
tain, expr:2ssed worry about los-
ing incom e as a result of the de-
cision to ¢:lose the mountain.

Miguel.ito Laing, one of the
porters i 1 the village ot Kapata-

A f /{,{Lé__i?..,:p/

gan here, said his job as a porter
is a big help to his family. Dur-
ing peak season, he said he
could earn up to P3,060 in
about two days.

Donald Palilino, another

porter from Kapatagan, said he

hoped the government would
provide alternative livelihood.

There are at least 100 porters
based in the Davao del 'Sur side
of the mountain alone, many of
them living in Kapatagan.

“We are happy that it 1s now
summer and we thought we
could start making more money
already, but then, this incident,”

st “{V[Mq,w%

said Nonoy Lopez, a porter from
North Cotabato who came here
to help put out the fire.

Joey Recimilla, tourism ofli-
cer of Kidapawan City, said the
plight of the porters and those
who depend on mountaineer-
ing and tourism campaigns cen-
tered around Mt. Apo has been
considered during the meeting
where the decision to close the
mountain was made.

“We are working on plans on
how to replace the income lost,”
Recimilla said. Orlando Dinoy
and Eldie Aguirre, Inquirer
Mindanao
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to trekkers - PAMB

KAPATAGAN, Davao del Sur —

- A resolution mandating the in-
- definite closure of the Mount Apo
- Natural Park from trekkers was
~unanimously approved by the
- members of the Protected Area

- Management Board on Thurs-

day.
The resolution also approved

 the utilization of the Integrated
- Protected Area Fund for the on-

going efforts to quell the on-go-

- ing wildfires in the area.

Department of Environment
and Natural Resources Davao Re-
gion 11 Director Joselin Marcus
Fragada, who presided over the
PAMB meeting here, emphasized
the importance of the decision

" reached by the members of PAMB
- as it will allow the firefighting ef-
- forts to continue and the park to
 be able to recover fully from the
- effects of the recent tragedy.

Representatives from Kida-

- pawan City, Makilala, and Magpet
~in North Cotabato and Bansalan,

Digos City, Sta. Cruz, and Davao
City, including those from the
concerned national government
agencies ted by the DENR, con-
verged here on Thursday to
assess the situation In MANP
and came out with the decision
to close all trails leading to the
park.

Fire fighting that involved
more than 300 volunteers and
personnel from the DENR and
the Bureau of Fire Protection, the
local government units, and the
Philippine Air Force continued
as bushfires escalated Thursday
morning.

The fire that started ‘on Black
Saturday has affected nearly 400
hectares of grasslands and for-
ested areas inside the MANP.

Fragada said that PAMB is now
investigating the cause of the fire
but emphasized that their focus
at the moment is still on contain-
ing and putting out the grassfires.
(Alexander D. Lopez)
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‘Mt. Matutum dosed indefinitely after grass, forest fires

GENERAL SANTOS CITY — M.
- Matutum, South Cotabato provinee’s
highest peak, has been closed
down indefinitely to trekkers
following a series ol grass and
forest fires that already destroyed
more than 10 hectares of its
declared protected area,

Tupi Mayor Reynaldo Tamayo Jr.,
said yvesterday the Mt. Matutum
Protected Area Management Board
(PAMB) ordered the total closure
starting on Thursday to ensure its
protection in the wake of the
continuing long dryv spell triggered
hy the EI Nino Phenomenon,

He said the board issued the
deciston following an assessment
of the forest and grass tires that
hit at lcast two critical sites in Mt
Matutum in the last two weeks.

“All trekking activities i Mt,
Matutum are temporarily banned
while the El Nino is raging,” he told
reporters.

The mayor, who sits in the
PAME. said the move is mainly
aimed to prevent the occurrence
of more grass and forest fires, and
al the same time ensure the saftety
of the climbers or trekkers.

e sand the closure order will

stand for the entire 14,000-hectare
Mt. Matutum Protected Landscape,
which straddles the towns of of
Tupi, Polomolok and Tampakan in
South Cotabato, “until we correct
the problem there.”

The PAMB is composed of officials
and representatives from the three
municipalities, Department of
Environment and Natural Resources,
provincial government of South
Cotabato and non-government groups.

Based on PAMB’s investigation,
the first major grass and forest fire
in Mt. Matutum started last March
23 in Purok 7 of Barangay Kimlis

in Polomolok.

The fire, which raged for several
days. affected around 10 hectares
of mostly grassy portions of the
protected ared,

Another fire crupted last
Sunday, March 2% in Purok Bong
Datal of Sitio Glandang Barangay
Kablon in Tupi. destroeving about
one-fourth hectare of a forest area.

The board noted that the fires
appeared to be man-made and [ikely
caused by the illegal activities of
forest poachers and “kaingineros”
or stash-and-burn tarmers.

Agustin Valencia Jr, Municipal
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Mt. Matutum closed
to climbers, trekkers

after grass, forest fires

CNERAL SANTOS CITY —
Mount Matutum, South Cota-
»ato province's highest peak,
has been closed indefinitely to trek-
kers following a series of grass and
forest fires that already destroyed
more than 10 hectares of its declared
protected area. -

Tupi Mayor Reynaldo Tamayo Jr.
said on Iriday the Mount Matutum
Protected Area Management Board
(PAMB} ordered the total closure
starting on Thursday to ensure its
protectioninthe wake of the continu-
inglongdryspell triggered by EINino.

He said the board issued the deci-
sion foltowing an assessment of the
forest and grass fires that hit at least
two critical sites in Mount Matutum
in the last two weeks. |

“All trekking activitiesin Mount
Matutum are temporarily banned,
while Et Nino is raging,” he told
reporfers.

Themayor,whositsinthe PAMB,
said the move is mainly aimed to
prevent the occurrence of more
grass and forest fires and, at the
same time, ensure the safety of the
climbers or trekkers.

e said the closure order will
stand for the entire 14 ,000-hectare
Mount Matutum Protected Land-
scape, which straddles the towns of
of Tupi, Polomolok and Tampakanin
South Cotabato, “untilwe correct the
problem there.”

The PAMB iscomposed of officiais
and representatives from the three
towns, the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources, local
government of South Cotabato and
non-governmental groups.

Based on PAMB's investigation,
the first major grass and forest fire
n Mount Matutum started on March
23 in Purok 7 of Barangay Kinilis in
Polomolok.

The fire, which raged for several
days, affected around 10 hectares of
mostly grassy portions of the pro-

tected area.
Another fire erupted on Sundayin

Purok Bong Datal of Sitio Glandang,
barangay Kablon in Tupi, destroying
about one-fourth hectare of forests.

The board noted that the fires

appeared to be man-made and likely
caused by the illegal activities of for-
est poachersand kaingineros, or slash-
and-burn farmers.

Agustin Valencia Jr., Municipal
Environment and Natural Resources
Office (Menro) head of Polomolok
town, said grass and forest fires in
Barangay Kinilis have been totally
put out and the situation in the area
1s now under control.

"Based on our assessment, it ap-
pearedintentional asthere are claim-
anti-residents near the site,” he said.

Through assistance from the
Bureau of Fire Protection and Mu-
nicipal Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management Office personnel and
barangayvolunteers, hesaid theydug
up trenches to serve as barriers from
the affected areas.

He said they also deployed at least
30 enforcers to the area to monitor
and prevent the occurrence of fire
incidents.

In Tupi, Menro’s forest protection
ofticerin charge Maulvi Bajunaid said
the fire that hit aportion of Barangay
Kablon is also under control but has
not yet been declared a total fire out
as of Friday morning.

“There are still burning embers
underground in some portions but
we're continually monitoring the
situation there on a daily basis,”
he said.

Citing their investigation, he
said they earlier found a camp site
of suspected forest poachers within
the area. He said they specifically dis-
covered a cooking area with traces of
burnt firewood, improvised kerosene
lampsandapile of peeledrattanpoles.

Mount Matutum, an active vol-
cano that has an elevation of 2,286
meters above sealevel, islisted as the
country's 14th highest peak.

Ithoststheheadwaters of five ma-
jor rivers in Central Mindanao that
drain into the Sarangani Bay and the
Liguasan Marsh.

Declared as a protected landscape
on March 20, 1995, through Procla-

mation 552, Mount Matutum is also
home to anumber of rare and threat-
ened wildlife species, among them the

Philippine Eagle and the tarsiers. PNA
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KRAPATAGAN, Davao del Sur -
Apo Natural Park (MANP), where the
country’s highest peak stands, and Mt.
Matutum, the highest peak in South
Cotabato, have been closed down in-
definitely to trekkers.

The closure orders were approved

Mt.

AL, Apo, Mt. Matutum...

which straddles the towns of of Tupi,
Poiomiotok and Tampakan in South Cota-

i}

i, “until we correct the problem there,”

.1 h_qz Md}; or Reynaldo Tamayo Jr, PAMB
mornber sald. The fire in ML Matutum
1'-{ 5{%11! lv’l{il Ch 4’_1}3

Mt, Apo’ “National Park
Department of Knvironment and

Maotural Resources Davao region

(DENH-TD

) regional director Joselin

Morcus Fragada presided over the

PAME meeting. He said the closure

wiil allow the fire-fighting efforts to

£

i
i1

(31 t'riufn and after that, it will give
- tor the MANF to recover fully.
Bepresentatives from the areas of

E"ﬁiﬁ&ﬁpél"»-‘ﬁil'l City, Makilala and Magpet
i Sorth Cotabato, Bansalan, Digos

i
>: ‘.t".?
i1

v, =ia, Cruz and Davao (,mf from

ve.cion 11, and from the concerned na-
tional sovernment agencies aiso met

"'. " 1 ?‘ul]‘j

.Li

r!H
F

nitrsdayv to assess the situation In
They also agreed with PAMB's
coisior to close all trails leading to

i.?_z_.h_. park,

b,

A6 of Thursday, more than 300

volinteers and personnel from the

DEMNR and the Bureau of Fire Protec-
frony (B P the local government units
(LGils) and the Philippine Air Force

!

Pal) continued to fight the bushiires

which had escalated earher The fire

n 1}

él

Apo started on Black Saturday,

R o L 8.

“ragada also told reporters that

| AN ..1% 15 mavestigating the cause of the
i but emphasized that their tocus at
treenoment 1s still on contatng and
g aul the grassiires,

by the respective Protected Area Man-
agement Board (PAMB) of Mt. Apo and
Mt. Matutum yesterday following a se-
ries of forest fires that destroyed some
400 hectares of grasslands and forested
areas in Mt. Apo and 10 hectares in Mt.
Matutum.

The resolution mandating the in-
definite closure of the Mt. Apo Natural

GMMUHICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE

Park (MANP) from trekkers was unani-

bers Thursday. The resolution also ap-
proved the utilization of the Integrated
Protected Area Fund (IPAF) to quell the
ongoing wildfires in the area.

The closure order for Mt. Matutum
will stand for the enfire 14,000- >6

— —— —

Matutum closed to trekkers

41

Firetighters are still focusing their
etforts on establishing fire lines to pre-
vent 1t from spreading to other areas
in Mt. Apo, he said.

Cloud seeding

Cloud seeding also started Thurs-
day, conducted by the North Cotabato
provincial government.,

The Department of Agriculture

(DA) reported that three sorties of
cloud seeding operations were con-
ducted Thursday around the areas
in Mt. Apo. The first sortie dropped

15 bags of salt at the northeast and

west portion of Mt. Apo. The second
dropped 15 bags of salt over the east-
ern and northeast portions of Mt. Apo.
And the third sortie sprinkied 15 bags
of salt in the areas of Kabacan, Car-
men and President Roxas in North
{Cotabato.

Based onthe DENR’s latest assess-
ment, the grassfires will last for five
days at the shortest, or up to 10 days.

. Mt. Matutum advisory

Tup1 Mayor Tamayo said yesterday
that the Mt. Matutum PAMB board is-
sued the decision to close the mountain
to trekkers following an assessment
of the forest and grass fires that hit at
least two critical sites in Mt Matutum
i the last two weeks. |

“All trekking activilies in Mt. Matu-
{tum are temporarily banned while the
il Nino 1s raging,” he told reporters.

The mayor said the move 1s aimed
at preventing the occurrence of more

grass and forest fires, and at the same

1 e ensure the satety of the chimbers

jor rivers in R

hectare protected landscape,

or trekkers.

The Mt. Matutuim PAMR is com-

posed of officials and representatives |

from the three municipalities, DENR,
provincial government of South Cota-
bato and non-government groups.
Based on PAMB’s investigation.
the hirst major grass and forest fire

in Mt. Matutum started last Mareh

23 in Purok 7
Polomolok.

of Barangay Kinilis in

The fire, which raged for several

days, affected around 10 hectares of

mostly grassy portions of the pr(}teeted |

area.

Another fire erupted last Sunday.
March 27, in Purok Bong Dalal of Sitio
(rlandang, Barangay Kablon in Tupl.

destroying about one-fourth hectare

of a forest area.

The board noted that the fires
appeared to be man-made and likely

caused by the illegal activities of forest
poachers and “kamgineros” or slash-
and-burn farmers.

14th highesl peak

Considered as an active volcano.

Mt. Matutum has an elevation of 2,286

meters above sea level 18 listed as the

country’s i4th highest peak. Mt. Apo,

the Philippines’ highest peak stands

at 2,954 MASI.

It hosts the headwaters of five ma-
egion 12 that drain into
the darangam Bay and the Liguasan
Marsh.

Declared as a protected landscape
on March 20, 1995 through Proclama-
tion No. 552, Mt. Matutum is also home
to a number of rare and threatened
wildlife species, among them the Phil-
ippine Eagle and the tarsiers.

- mously approved by the PAMB mem- !

——— e —— LT T .
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j?ff_i'ff;a::hurrt:.tc;antIe:; to stnp the entry af more iarqe-‘-:?_'f‘_"_f"}ﬂ

"_j};;_{-{scale mmmg wmpames in ccllabmatmn
. Gmf. Ruth Pad:lla smd 's'hfe wnil tﬁmmu&
___'_'_'_,_:'ta cal Iabmate and tap the su ppmt M’
_ff‘ff;-‘.f—ﬁlyansa Tigll Mma, Tang gﬁl Ka!aka san
_j';_.;@i_and Bantay Klta~Extractxve !ndustrles
___.:_f;_:::-'_:-rTransparency lmtlatwe tn smp the miry af
fj_f;‘-‘.:?:_f.mare large scaie mm mg m the pwmnce

-_f?: '."compames m the pmvmce Austrahaﬁ
'_-*_f._‘OceanaGnld Corpmatmn w:th ntss

'-_;:;_:-.‘Gold Malybdenum iject in 1he wwn
Padnlla sald that one af her majar murses af

f_'.;f;ff:ﬁ_stﬁp further'd' structmn af tha emumnment _

The gmrernor s hushané, Rep Carlos
Padllla, who is flmshmg his three terms

as congressman and now running fm-

"fjgﬁé?ﬁ'f?'ff'?.;Eﬁvemar filed Hnu se Bill 1298 that : see ks ff'f: -5;‘5

' ?..:'f'imted Alyan sa Tagil Mma'(ATM} repmt
}-f-'__'“-_;:}:-.ﬁn the mining situation in the cnuntry

"._-:fwhlch descnbed the experience as ‘”has .
-'_;j_f'_'_j"___?ﬁ__-heen m@re deh:lttatmg and scarmg" and}v-

-;f | __{_c!estabahzai*mn, soll emsmm desertiﬁcatmn, -
- w&t&r resource degradatmn, defertlhzatmn,

.if f'a nd sea batmm,, mcmased water turbidfty
_and atr pmiutmm L
-.-_-f_;commercial operatmn wnth :ts Runmnn

1 l Iegal sm all s cal e mming a t.:tw:tles m |
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0 minero huli sa illegal m

CAMARINES NORTE - May 20 minero ang
bumagsak sa kamay ng pinagsanib na elemento
ng Regional Intelligence Division-5, Criminal investi-
gation and Detection Group-Camarines Norte at lokal
na pulisya matapos na mahuli sa aktong ilegal na
nagmimina sa sitic Bulaay, Paracale, sa Camarines
Norte kamakalawa.

Sa ulat na ipinarating ni P/ Sr. Insp. Malu Calubaguib,
tagapagsalita ng Camp Simeon Ola-PNP, dakong
ala-1:30 ng hapon nang sopresang salakayin ng mga
awtoridad ang nasabing lugar.

ANg mga naarestong suspek ay sina Benedicto Pa-
dua, Alimario Espanol, Billy Flores, Arvin Boticario. Ro-
ger Deoneda, Edwin Marvilla, Jensen Pelonio, Rodoifo
San Juan, Noli Batalero, Mark Anthony Bacurin, Vincent
Collao, Antonio Furuc, Alexis Lapso, Renato Dimas, Ro-
meo Pardo, Domingo Delino, Dennis Valenzuela, Dante
Aranges, Elmor Dilao, Rodito Moca, Joseph Brencis,
Richard Reyesa, Eimer Padua at Jeremy Clores.

Nakumpiska ng mga awtoridad sa grupo ang isang
cal. 45 pistol XD ACP, 11 pirasong bala ng cal 45, sako
na naglalaman ng mineral ore at assorted illegal mining
equipments. |

May posibilidad umano na may taong nagpoprotekta
sa tllegal mining sa kabila ng mahigpit na pagbabawal
Ng pagmimina sa Sitio Bulaay.

Nahaharap sa kasong paglabag sa RA 7942 and
Violation of RA 10591 ang mga suspek na ngayon ay

nakakulong sa Paracale Municipal Police Station. Francis
Elevado -

FS

=k - warm L. TR
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LOOKS IRONIC - Amid government’'s stepped-up

campaign against illegal logging and timber poaching,
some residents of Quezon province felt bothered by
this unpleasant scene at the middle of Perez Park along
the compound of the Provincial Capitol Building of
Quezon in Lucena City. This was first noticed by locai
residents who attended the local proclamation rally, of
the Liberal Party at Quezon Convention Center {QCC)
that was graced by its standard-bearer Mar Roxas and
his senatorial slate last March 29. This was also
noticed by some members and participants of Regional
Multisectoral Forest Protection Council during its
quarterly meeting held at the conference room of QCC,
a few meters away from this site. Janet Buelo, the
provincial government’s public information officer, said
the stump and sawn pieces of wood were part of an old
tree that was toppled by strong winds.

FPhoto bv GFM! ENRAIARAA
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'~ eral Santos City has issued a temporary

restraining order (TRO) stopping the
Register of Deeds in this southern Min-:
danao city from registering the sale ofa
707-hectare government propertybased' o

on land titles that the Land Registra-

“tion Authority (LRA) had preweusly?

declared to be fake.
Acting on a motion filed by plamtlﬁ

‘Alsons Development and Investment - -
Corporation (Aldevineo), Panambulan .

TRO stops reglstratlon

of ¢ spurlous land tltles
following

A regienal trial court Judge n Gen-— | ".tlen attempted te remove thls 1egal

- impediment, a develepment that

- “alarmed Senator Aquilino Pimentel
- Hland prompted him to question the
- egency s sudden turnabout.

“In a letter eerher addressed te |

| ;}'Eulahe C. Diaz 111, LRA .f:u.‘rnm1:11;;5tr:51-i"i |

‘tor, Pimentel, chair of the Senate -

- committee on justice and human -
rights, warned that the agency’s

M. Mimbisa, presiding judge of RTC -

Branch 37 in General Santos City, is-

sued a Status Quo Ante Order on March
22, 2016 to “allow a full ventilation of .
the conflicting claims of ownership”
involving this government-owned land

that has been the subject of a. long-; ;conductlng a long-running inquiry

simmering dispute that began 13 years

ago. The defendantis theloeal Regleterj:' |

of Deeds and Jimmy T. Tang.

A Status Quo Ante Orderis a TRO.'_
“that restores the situation in questionto repertedly in clreuletloe m this city '
the state where it was before the LRA, - alone. . | )
ina sudden turnabout, recently issued =
an undated LRA resolution allowing -
transactions on a batch of Original
Certificates of Titles (OCTs) that al- -
legedly covers parcels of land adjacent

to the General Santos City alrpert te"3

centmue

This was a complete change of posi- -

tion from the LRA’s long-standing ruling

in February, 2004 when, after an inves-
tigation conducted by its Task Force
Titulong Malinis (TFTM), it declered
the same batch of OCTs as spurious.. .

The undated LRA resolution would
have allowed Tang, owner of Mamla-f*

based Avenue Electrical Supply Co.

(Avesco) who claimed to have bought -

the land, to get the General Santos

Registry of Deeds to register its sale

to him.

Holding a title that allegedly cevers;;- |
five parcels of land located next to the
General Santos airport, Tang has, in
fact, been asking the city’s Reglster';fj__
of Deeds to register the sale as‘early - Exeelsa Lauron, Raldenco Cenfeser,i ’
~ Julita Confesor and Romeo Confesor. .
- The technieal deemptlens of each
- of the five OCTs covered the Whele |
title of the five parcels “has been feunti i;;._.':;;;: "M =
~ to be spurious” by the LRA's TFTM,
“and was even the subject of an’ earherff

investigation by the National Bureeu ef s

as last year. The office, however, wrote -
him a letter informing him that they

could not do so because the mether

Investigation (NBD.

action could be “prejudletel to the .

' LRA's avowed mission to maintain

and foster greeter public trust eml: |

- confidence in the Torrens fitle as'a |

~.secure, stable and trustworthy re-
. cord of land ewnerehip and reeerded '_
_interests.” | |

Pimentel’s cemmlttee has been].'

_into the prellferatzen of fake land

- titles in the country, particularly in
.- General Santos. City. According to
* him, some 6,000 fake land titles are -

The 707 hectares in questlen._:_

-~ make up 95% of a 747-hectare gov-
~ ernment property covered by an In-
- tegrated Forest Management Agree-— :
- ment IFMA) between Aldevinco and
. the Department of Environment and
- _Netural Resources (DENR) that was
_imgned inJune, 1992. - |

1In faet, Aldevmee wes elready

*__j-exereismg control over the area as
early as 1964 by virtue of a pasture
lease agreement that was granted te: _,
:t by the government. - : 5

“Thus it came as a eemplete sur-

prise to Aldevinco when in July, 2003 :
it wasinformed by the DENR’s Com-
- munity Environment and Natural

* Resources Office (CENRO) in Region

......

- XI¥that an OCTissuedinthe nameof
., acertain Pedro De Ramos “appeared
~to-embrace” the patx

el-of land. cov-

_ered by the company’s IFMA. This
“was quickly followed by the discovery
-~ of four other titles, all OCTs, issued to

A area ef the o company. -
“The LRA head office elee feund_,j-'

'J-Ql’ne record of the titles presented by
~ the. Confesor group, and, after.an
;}mveeﬁgamn conducted by its TFTM, .

The recently released LRA reselu-» it declared the OCTs as epuneus

LOWER HALE
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Empleyado ng DENR, pamangkin nilikida

TUGUEGARAO CITY
- Pinabulagta ng hindi pa
natukoy na mga hired killer
ang isang empleyado ng
Department of the Environ-
ment and Natural Resourc-
es (DENR) at 14-anyos
nitong pamangkin habang
sakay ng kanilang motorsik-
10 sa highway ng Barangay
Ibulo, Baggao, Cagayan
kamakalawa.

Kinilala ni Chief Insp.
Darwin Urani, hepe ng PNP
Baggao ang mga biktima

b ™ iy

na sina Joshua Santua na
nakatalaga sa Provincial
—nvironment and Natural
Resources Office ng DENR
sa Baggao at pamangkin
nitong si Kenneth Portillos.

Lumalabas sa imbesti-
gasyon, dakong alas-8:00
Ng umaga nang tamba-
ngan ng tatlong suspek ang
magtiyuhin at pagbabarilin
Ng 12 gauge na de-sabog

“habang binabagtas ang

daan patungo sa Brgy.
Centro.

e
R

Limang basyo ng bala
ang natagpuan sa crime
scene ng SOCO at ilang do-
kumento ng New People’s
Army.

~Ayon sa pulisya, hindi
nila isinasantabi ang iba
pang maaaring motibo sa
pamamasiang bagama't
maaaring inililigaw lamang
Ng mga suspects ang mga
mbestigador sa pama-
magitan ng pagkalat ng
nga papelitos ng NPA.
Raymund Catindig

R
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Tungkulm ni ‘luan na
bantayan at ipagtanggol
ang kalikasan kontra
mapang-abusong proyekto

at pamamahala!

MAIKT 1 lang ang apat na araw sa isang lugar upang
mak it at maranasan ang Kagandahan at kayamanan
nito. Apat na araw tavo sa loob ng kumbento ng
Isanyg kongregasvon ng mea madreng kontemplatibo
upang pamunuan ang hturhiva ng mga Mahal na Araw
mula Huwebes Santo, Bryernes Santo. Sabado de
Ciloria at Linggo ne Muling Pagkabuhay, Mula sa
munting kaptlva ng mga madre, natatanaw ang
magandang Biliran Bay na avon sa mga tagaroon ay
Mayvaman sa mgd isda at sari-saring biyayang-dagat
Dahil sa mga maraming gawain para sa liturhiva ng
mea Mahal na Araw. hindi tayo nagkaroon ng
panahong lapitan ang dagat at gawing bahagi ito ng
pagninilay sa mistervo-paskuwal. ang buhay,
paghthirap, kamatayvan sa krus at muling pagkabuhay
ne Pangimoong HesuKristo Hindi tayo nagkaroon
ne, ;ms-,kdkataunu pagnilayan ang koneksiyon ng mga
pmblu]mng pangkapahgiran. pangkalikasan sa
pachihirap at kamatayan sa krus ng ating Pangimoon.
Subalit, alam natin na tuluy-tuloy ang pagpako kay
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[nang Kalikasan sa krus ng kasuwapangan at
Korupsiyon ng marami mula sa mga opisval sa
pamahalaan, mga “di maka-kalikasan na kalakal,
mga grupo at mga indibidwal. Kava tahimik nating
iptnagdasal s1 Inang Kalikasan hab ang
pinagmamasdan ang luwalhati at canda ng Biliran
Bay.

At nang sumabay tayo sa mga fuluwas sa Tacloban
noong Linggong hapon. halos hindi tayo naidlip sa biyvahe
nang dalawang oras dahil sa kagandahan ng mga bayan
Tactoban. NMuling
pinasalamatan natin ang Diyos. Kinabukasan, ilang minuto
pa lamang pagkalipas ng 1ka-8 ng umaga, pimasakay na
Kami sa eroplanong mag-utuwt sa aimin sa Maynila.
Inanunsiyo ng stewardess na medyo mapapaaga ang
aming lipad. Tuwang-tuwa naman ang karamihan. At
styempre, napakagandang balita na mas maagang alis at
pagdating kaysa kabahgtaran nito. At nagpapasalamat
din tayo dahil kailangan nating makarating agad ng
Maynila para makasabay sa grupong maglalakbay tungo
sa Bohnao, Pangasinan.

Bakit merong grupong maglalakbay tungo sa
Bolinao, Pangasinan” Noon pang nilabanan natin ang
agpuputol ng mga matatandang puno sa “road wide-
ning” sa Manila North Road mula Binalonan hangeang
Pozzorubio, nakilala na natin ang 1lang mga taga-
Bolinao, Pangasinan na nakikiisa sa kilos- protesta
laban sa mga L.GU, mga ahensiya tulad ng DENR at
DPWH., mga kongresista at mga mamamavang
sumusuporta rito. Hindi man nagpuputol ng puno sa
Bolinao ang mga LGU: ahensiyang panmhdlmu“; at
mga business, merong napipintong pagsulong ng isang
proyektong makasmm sa 1sang napakahalagang
bahagi ng Bolinao Bay.
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Plano ng 1sang Korporasyon at ng mayor ng Bohnao.

Pangasinan na magsimula ng 1sang “hatchery™ sa
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pinakamagandang bahagi ng Bolinac
Bay. ang kilalang-kitalang Patar. Ayon
Sa mga tagaroon, ang tubig sa Patar ang
pinakamalinis at pinakamaganda. Dahil
dito, napakagandang lagyan ng hatch-
ery na tiyak na malaking-malaki ang
kikitam. Ayon kay Mayor Noli Celeste
ng Bolinao, nagkaroon na ng sapat na
konsultasyon sa mga karaniwang tao
tungkol sa planong “hatchery” ng mega
tsda. Mcron na ring Environmental
Clearance Certificate o ECC mula
DENR. Athigitsa lahat ayon sa mayor.
malaking-malaki ang pakinabang ng
pamahalaang lokal sa naturang
proyekto. ito ay para sa “"bangus finger-
mgs at vanames shrimps.” Magkakapatid
ang mga lokal na opisyal na nagtutulak
ng naturang proyekto.

Simple lang ang kilos-protestang
naganap sa Bolinao, Pangasinan noong
nakaraang Martes, 1ka-29 ng Marso
2016. Inilunsad ang Tipanang Walis at
kasabay nito ang PAaNALANGIN.
Naglakad ang mga tutol sa proyekio mula
harapan ng Simbahang-Katoliko

hanggang tanggapan ng mayor ng Bolhinao.

Awa ng Diyos, naroon ang mayor at
Lnanggap ang malit na delegasyon sa
kanvang opisina. |
Binati ng mga taga-Bolinao si Mayor
Arnold “Noli” Celeste. Ipinaliwanag
natin ang 1big sabihin ng Tipanang Walis.
“Merong dalawang kahulugan ang
walis. v opanlinis sa

{jf?{i+ fff} J;
anumane du,  ca kapaligiran.

55.‘.&“‘ 4 ALAIA NG :mm

SAWR W M e BT A Faa T mRay

. - , )
R J I S
¢ W ) i oy b

6-1@@?}

DATE
-

A

iy e - P b g el e — S S— ———n an - - LY . -

PAGE

el o s el P L e Wil = - Smmyus e o s v bl - Bopy = = e

UPPER HAH
~

o

_\fxf RS

Pangalawa, ito’y simbolo ng mabuti
at mahusay na pamumuno na tilad ng
walis av  bumibigkis sa mga
magkakaiba at magkakahiwalay na
mamamayan.” Kung hindr mabuti at
mahusay ang namumuno, hahatiin at
paghihiwalayin nito ang mga mamamayan.
Subalit, ang walis ay hindi lang para sa
pisikal na dumi puwedeng gamitin. Sa
puntong ito, dahan-dahang ipiatong
hatin sa ulo ng mayor ang walis tingting.
At ganu’n na lang ang gulat ko nang kunin
ng mavor ang wabis-tingting at medyo
pahampas na ibinagsak sa ating ulo.
Kasabay nito sinabi ng mayor, “iniin-

stllo mo yata ako ” Galit at napikon ang

Mayor ng Bolinao, hindi tulad ng mayor
ng Santiago, 1sabela na st Mayor Joseph
Tan na pangiting tinanggap ang marahang
haplos ng walis sa kanyang ulo.
Nalungkottayo sa galit at kapikunan ng
mayor at sa kanyang pahampas na bagsak
ng walis sa ating ulo. Mahal na Mayor Nols

Celeste, mndi ko po kayo munsulto. lto ay

isang marahang paalala na merong
karapatan ang taumbayan na magreklamo
at kung kinakattangan walisin din ang mga
pinunong kanilang niluklok sa
kapangyarthan. Tungkulin ng mga taga-
Bolinao na bantayan at 1pagtanggol ang
Patar at anumang bahagi ng kalikasan sa
Bolinao. Tungkuln din nilang bantayan ang
bawat opisyal ng pamahalaan at karapatan
nilang magreklamo at kung kinakatlangang
walisin din ang mga umaabuso at
nagkakamali sa mga ito.
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Majority involvement
to curb climate change

THE STEWARDS of Creation, a

group of environmental advocates
from various church institutions and
denominations, calls on every advo-
cate of productive environment and
climate justice to look into the deep-
seated roots of global warming and
climate change. This is the only way
we will be able to come up with
strategic and lasting solutions. It is
undeniable that the pr ponents of
colonization and ¢ obalization,
which ushered in the unregulated
use of tossil fuels, timber, minerals,
cheap labor along with industrializa-
tion, are rhe culprits behind this
environmenial catastrophe.

The Philippines is among the coun-
tries at the receiving end of this brutal
phenomenon that has brought about
extreme weather conditions, among
them supertyphoons and longer
droughts. In the 2016 Climate
Change Vulnerability Index released
bv risk analysis company Verisk
Maplecroft, the Philippines ranked
13th among the most climate-vulner-
able countries. While an improve-
ment from its previous eighth place,
the country is stitl tagged as extreme-
ly vulnerable,

Crop losses and lower livestock and
poultry production are expected to re-
sult from excessive heat and drought;
so are the oversaturation of soil and
damage to property from increased
rainfall. Extrente weather conditions
have g¢reatly affected the planting
cycle especially in farmlands without

irrigation, which is the norm in many
Philippine rural communities. Food
security—from food production to
food availability, access and con-
trol—is in jeopardy even more. With
seven out of 10 peasants landless, this
global phenomenon has exacerbated
the hapless situation of the majority
poor Filipinos.

World leaders have failed 1o
address the root causes of climate
change. After more than two decades
and several climate summits, green-
house gas emissions continue to in-
crease because of the self-centered
practices of the world’s richest. Mean-
while, the poorest and most vulnera-
ble people remain at the margins,
grappling not only with an inconve-
nient truth but also with a harsh,
life-and-death reality. But it is from
their ranks that a wave of change and
hope will rise—and bring to the core
the dignity of life and integrity of
creation.

People, rise up, speak out and take
concrete actions! There is a definttive
solution to global warming and cli-
mate change. It invoives not only
bringing the people’s interests to the
negotiating table but also the con-
comitant action of an informed major-

- ity—to effect the urgent, much-need-

ed genuine system change.
—JOSE ARNEL AGUILAR,
coordinatot,
Stewards of Creation,
879 Edsa, West Triangle, QC
stewardsofcreation2011@gmail.com
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Burning mountains to
the ground

ome of my
colleagues
from the UD
‘Mountain-
eers have posted
that Interaksyon.
com article head-
lined “Mt. Apo still
on fire, closed [to]
trekkers tor 3-5
years.” The article
said that the forest
fire is blamed on
a bonfire left behind by trekkers last
March 26. Many of my friends share the
article with no accompanying comment,
perhaps finding no words to describe
the destruction. But I have a few —1t’s
murder.

| have climbed Mt. Apo twice and
both occasions shared little in common.
The first one was in June 2013. While
weather forecasts said that the whole of
Davao would experience heavy rainfall
the entire week, it only poured for a few
hours on our first and third days in the
mountain. Not a drop of water fell from
the sky on our second day, the day we
climbed up Mt. Apo’s summit.

Climbing out of its mossy
forest at 10 a.m. and step-
ping into its craggy, treeless
face of boulders, the veils of
smoke which rose from its
sulfur beds parted for a sec-.
ond, and one of Apo’s peaks
peeked through the clouds.
The sight was majestic, as
if gongs started sounding
in our heads. Goaded on by
the end in sight, our group
of 13 climbers and three elf-
like guides (straight trom ¢
Middle Earth) furiously g
lunged up the boulders. We |

LR
TR

DLS PINEDA |

signaled to cach other which |

rocks were loose and which
ones gave stable footing. I
felt a thunderous beating
pound louder and louder
in my chest as the peak ap-
peared closer and closer. .

The sour smell of sulfur, which choked
1s whenever we breathed it in, tasted
sweet in our tongues. We fit ourselves
through a narrow trail on the climb,

up the steep wall to Apo’s main crater,
balancing to keep the shrubby clift on
our right. And when we reached the
summit a few hours before dusk, we
finally got a chance to breathe out. Up
to today, I have yet to see kinder, more
sincere smiles than the ones 1 saw on
my companions’ faces at that moment.
On top of our country’s highest moun-
tain, the sun perched high and clouds
blanketing all the land below us, it was
toolish to entertain doubts about the
existence of God. The weather report
was easier to discredit; we came down
sunburnt the next day, for we had an-
ticipated a rainy traverse from Digos

to Kidapawan.
4 ATO’S UNKIND SIDE
But a more unkind side of the Great

Apo showed itself on my second trip

up the mountain last September 2010. While the
weather was fair in Davao City, there was nary a
ray of sunlight in sight throughout our trek up Apo.
Each time we glanced up the heavens, we prayed
tor the sun to show itself. But to no avail. We were
eight visitors with three guides accompanying
us. When we reached the boulders, the problem
of loose rocks was made tougher by the sudden
gusts of wind which carried our feet mid-step.
At the campsite, we could hardly pitch our tents.
Drenched to my spirits, I felt my knees lock and my
arms shake wildly while we attempted to lay down
the flooring for our tents in the unrelenting storm.
Unceremoniously, I left my more capable teammates
to finish assembling our shelter and hid behind a
wall which broke the wind.
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There, our guides who were also trembling
handed me coffee — a cup of 3-in-1 — which tasted
much better than anything I've had from Starbucks.

We went to sleep, with the wind still punishing
our tent. Our hopes of ever seeing a good view at
sunrise got crushed, each time the wind rumbled
the tarp we had layered over our roofs. We didn’t
proceed to the summit the following morning even

if it was just a stone’s throw away. It rained even
harder, the wind was still too strong, and the fog
made it impossible to see anything beyond what
was right in front of us. We went down through
the same route and realized how much tougher it
was negotiating the boulders in reverse. Apo cared
not if it killed us by tripping on a rock.

SIMILAR STORIES ;A ey

[ can hardly claim my experiences in Apo to be
unique. [ am sure that many have had similar or
even more memorable experiences. Some might
even tell stories with tougher, more rewarding
circumstances. But what I am sure of is that on
both occasions when 1 did climb Apo, it was [ who
was conquered and never the other way around.
How can anyone really ever conquer a mountain
when we’re all just passing through?The recent
unregulated spate of tour groups otfering over-
priced and oversized mass climbs up popular
outdoor destinations has been a point of debate
among mountaineers and enthusiasts alike. With
social media colonizing all aspects of life, we have
altogether created a digital counterpart of the
great outdoors (under the wider genre of digitized
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| Finally, at the summit of Mt. Apo.

Mt. Apo has been set
on fire. It's murder.

travel) wherein users attempt to recreate
the wonder of nature through pocket-
sized posts which, even with (or pre-
ciselv because of} the use of filters and
superlatives, admittedly taii to capture
the bigness ot it all.

At the other end is the progress which
this trend brings. To deline a sweeping
tourism policy 1s a tedious task since ev-
ery locality has its own customns, culture,
and throshold for travelers. Likewise, it
is untair and unrealistic to say that these
larids should remain untouched or that
these peoples, indigenous or not, should
be kept away from the rest of the world
(such is a reverse form of elitism). Tt is
in this intersection that the beauty of en-
vironmentalism resides. Taken seriously,
environmentalism props the individual
out of his/her shell and requires him/

her to view the problem with wider

social lenses.
Fnvironmentalism asks one to be
inclusive, nuanced, and sensitive of the
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Photo by JAMIR OCAMPO

livelihoods of the persons next to us and
the lives of the succeeding generations.
That or else accept the bleak view that all
humanity must perish in order for Nature
to survive. For environmentalism to be
constructive, it must veer away tfrom black
and white, oversimplified conservation-
ism and look towards sustainability. 1t 1s
in doing so that we understand that some
things outdoors remain the same as in
the world online. We still have to educate
ourselves more, to study our activities and
our surroundings more, and to clean up
after everything’s done — to leave no trace
— 50 that the journey becomes inward.

Perhaps for the sake of striking a balance,

we could consider posting photos of the
outdoors in moderation, so as to keep the
outdoors outdoors. That way, we also real-
ize — the way Apo had made me realize
— that nature’s grandness is presenteven
without us in the picture.
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Troeet Hie author @sarhentosilly.




