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Saving Manila Bay
s it possible?

By JONATHAN L. MAYUGA
w@jonlmayuga

FEW days after the gov-
ernment-led a massive
coastal cleanup fronting

Bay Walk on Roxas Boulevard in
Manila, eagerbeavers have start-
ed to take a plunge at the polluted
waters of Manila Bay.

This prompted the Manila
Bay Inter-Agency Task Force to
put up steel fences and issue a
public warning that the water of
Manila Bay are not fit for bath-
ing or swimming,.

In fact, the level of pollution
in Manila Bay's poses serious
healthrisksto those who may in-
gest water from it, with the fecal
coliform level reaching up to as
high as 333 million most prob-
able numbers per 100 milliliters
in some portions.

A gargantuan task

LED by the Departments of
Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR), Interior and
Local Government (DILG) and of
Tourism (DOT), the government
is faced with a far bigger chal-
lenge than Boracayinlaunching
what it calls the “Battle for Ma-
nila Bay,” which primarily aims
to save Manila Bay.

Skeptics believe, given the
gargantuan task at hand, that
rehabilitating Manila Bay is a
seemingly impossible mission
given the government’s limited
resources tomake thingshappen.

The Manila Bay area covers
eight provinces and 178local gov-
ernment units in three regions of
the country, namely: National
Capital Region (NCR), Central
Luzon and Calabarzon.

Of the eight provinces, four
are coastal (Bataan, Bulacan,
Cavite and Pampanga); four are
noncoastal (Laguna, Nueva Ecija,
Rizal and Tarlac).:

Its drainage area covers 1,994
square kilometers, or 199,400
hectares; its coastline measures
some 190 km. There are 17 prin-
cipal river systems draining to
Manila Bay.

SC continuing mandamus

THE government, led by the
DENR, DILG and DOT, is tasked
to implement a 2008 Supreme
Court continuing mandamus to
clean up, rehabilitate and pre-
serve Manila Bay, and restore and
maintain its waters to SB level
to make them fit for swimming,
skin diving and other forms of
contact recreation.

DENR Administrative Order
34 of 1990 defines coastal and
marines waters under Class SB
classification as areas regularly
used by the public for bathing,
swimmingandskindiving;andas
spawning areas for bangus (milk-
fish) and similar species.

The DENR is tasked to en-
sure the implementation of the
Operational Plan for the Manila
Bay Coastal Strategy pursuant
to Executive Order 192, Series of
1987; regularly coordinate with
mandamus agencies and other
concerned agencies involved in
the management of Manila Bay
on effective implementation of
OPMBCS; pursuant to Section 19
of Republic Act 9275, manage wa-
ter quality of Manila Bay through
standards setting, regular moni-
toring and determination of Wa-
ter Quality Management Areas
(WQMA). : ‘

Relocation of informal settler
families

THE Supreme Court, likewise, or-
ders the dismantling and removal
of illegal structures along the fol-
lowing waterways: Pasig-Mariki-
na-San Juan Rivers; Parafiaque-
Zapote, Las Pifias Rivers; Navo-
tas-Malabon-Tullahan-Tinajeros

and connecting waterways and
esteros in Metro Manila; rivers
in Bulacan, Bataan, Cavite and
Laguna de Bay and other rivers
connecting waterways and este-
ros that discharge wastewater
into the Manila Bay.

According to the DILG, almost
233,000 informal settler families
(ISFs) are residing along the wa-
terways of Manila Bay, directly
discharging their wastes into
the water.

Interior Secretary Eduardo M.
Afo said the biggest challenge to
the governmentinrehabilitating
the Manila Bay is finding appro-
priate on-site orin-cityrelocation
for the informal settler families.

Is it possible?
ENVIRONMENTAL groups wel-
come the launching of Battle
for Manila Bay, albeit some are
skepticaland highly suspicious of
the motive behind the ambitious
program, which requires a hefty
sum of P47 billion for a period of
seven years.

However, DENR officials are
confident that rehabilitating
Manila Bay is not an impossible
mission with the help of various
stakeholders.

No less than Environment
Secretary Roy A. Cimatubelieves
that with the various stake-
holders working together, the
so-called Battle for Manila Bay
will be won.

Sound science

LEON DULCE, national coor-
dinator of Kalikasan-People's
Network for the Environment
(Kalikasan-PNE), said the reha-
bilitation of Manila Bay can be
done through soundscience,dem-
ocratic consultation and mobili-
zation, and political will against
big business interests.
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tions, Dulce said the program
should aim to address the long-
standing challenges in solid
and liquid waste management,
ecosystem and natural resourc-
es management, disaster risk
management and climate adap-
tation, and urban development
regulation.

“A science-based analysis of
theseissues shouldbe conducted,
particularly in disaggregating

the sources of pollution along its
pathway, investigating conflict-
ing land and water uses, project-
inglong-term climate trends, and
studying the carrying capacity of
the ecosystems integrated to Ma-
nila Bay,” Dulce explained.

Inclusive program

ACCORDING to Dulce, grassroots
communities—suchasthefisher-
folk and the urban poor—mustbe
seen and engaged as highly moti-
vated partners in rehabilitation,
as they are the most affected by
the ecological crisis and stand to
benefit the most from environ-
mental rehabilitation.

“The biggest stumbling blocks
to Manila Bay’s rehabilitation
are the powerful economicinter-
ests—such as reclamation and
infrastructure companies—that
have weaponized rehabilitation
to clear away marginalized and
vulnerable communities and pave
the way for their business proj-
ects,” he said.

Dulce noted that project pro-
ponents have always failed to
put the needs and rights of the
poor and vulnerable communities
themselves as the core motive of
Manila Bay’s rehabilitation.

“They must take painstaking
effort in encouraging the mean-
ingful participation and genuine
consent of the fisherfolk, urban
poorand other grassrootssectors
in the analysis, planning, man-
agement and evaluation of the
bay’srehabilitation program. The
local government units [LGUs]
must also be held responsible to
the directives of the Mandamus
decision, as some LGUs are pro-
active proponents of unregulated
reclamation projects,” he said.

AN immediate and obvious poli-
cy of the rehabilitation program
should be the imposition of a
moratorium onreclamation proj-
ects to prevent its direct threat
of habitat destruction, urban
sprawl and consequent pollutmn,
and heightened coastal flood and
other disasterrisks, Dulce posits.
Rodne Galicha, country direc-
tor of the Climate Reality Project-
Philippines, said the physical re-
habilitation of Manila Bay is not
possible if political, social and
psychological rehabilitation of
humanbeingswithin and around
the area is not done.
“Furthermore, noseriousreha-
bilitation is possible if newrecla-
mation projectsareimplemented.
Weneed tounderstand and accept
thefactthatthe primaryconcern
of the Supreme Court mandamus
isenvironmental,” Galichaadded.
Galicha said given the eco-
\nomicsignificance of Manila Bay
inwhich a sensitive and strategic
environmental intervention is
inecessary, a law may be needed
to strengthen the interagency
body and the implementation of
its plans with penal provisions.

But first and foremost, Ga-

licha explained, all the LGUs
within the Manila Bay area
should work for independent
Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management Plans, Local Cli-
mate Change Action Plans, Eco-
logical Solid Waste Management
Plans, Comprehensive Land Use
Plans, all of which shouldbe har-

monized toward protecting and™

conserving Manila Bay.
“This is a huge challenge to
harmonize respective plans,”

“Ultimately, authorities must
be asked: rehabilitation or recla-
mation? Seriously, reclamation
is pollution in itself. Manila Bay
rehabilitation is idiocy if new
reclamation prgjects are allowed
because this is not consistent to
the very onusof the Mandamus
which is environmental protec-
tion,” he explained.

Laudable effort

NANCY BERMAS-ATRIGENIO,
senior countryprogram manager
of Partnershipsin Environmental
Management for the Seas of East
Asia (Pemsea), said the Duterte
administration’s move to reha-
bilitate Manila Bay following the
Boracay example is laudable.

She said despite the huge in-
vestment in cleaning up Manila
Bay, all effort seemed to have
failed because of the pollution
loading that tends to overcome
efforts to clean up and rehabili-
tate Manila Bay.

“It'slike Boracay. After many
years, it happened,”Bermas-
Atrigenio said.

But she said there is hope in
rehabilitating Boracay, espe-
cially given the Duterte admin-
istration’s “political will” to fix
problems.

A pollution hot spot

PEMSEA’'S work on Manila Bay
can be traced back to a regional
projectitimplemented waybefore
the SC continuing mandamus was
won for a group of environmental
law students by environmental
lawyer Tony Oposa.

‘ ‘ The biggest stumblmg blocks

to Manila Bay’s rehabilitation
are the powerful economic interests—
such as reclamation and infrastructure
companies—that have weaponized
rehabilitation to clear away marginalized
and vulnerable communities and pave
the way for their business projects.”

—DULCE



~x e — S ICE
"'““"‘___—_,, = SERVICE
-l

TITLE:

N STRATEGIC [ ] [ ] .
& COMMUNICATION P r_/

L1 =1 F 1V IC ]

STORY STORY

UPPER PAGE 1 BANNER  EDITORIAL CARTOON

=t L urvter ook o fredins e +

PAGE 1/

LOWER

18 MAR 2019

DATE

P~ 3

‘/pdb'.iuc.j fLLcc vt,‘l‘/ﬁ /?Ca7 . 1§ /7[ /)éﬁ/-r}.{‘[;/(f

“Manila Bay has many prob-
lems. We [Pemsea] started [in Ma-
nilaBay] asaregionalproject. The
focuswas on pollution-prevention
management. Manila Bay was a
demonstration site in addition to
othersitesin Southeast Asia. Ob-
viously, the problem is pollution.

Mianila Bayisapollution hotspot,”
she told the BUSINESSMIRROR in
a recent interview.

Risk management
BERMAS-ATRIGENIO said Pem-
sea then introduced risk assess-
ment as a strategy in identifying
the problems and solutions for
Manila Bay.

The risk-management frame-
work aims toaddress the problem

in Manila Bay, she said.

“This is a scientific way of
determining the priorities and
concerns. Thereisarisk quotient
or point system. If it is more
than 1, then there's a problem,”

' Bermas-Atrigenio said.

Long-term strategy

IN coordination with the DENR,
various stakeholders madeadec-
laration highlighting the need to
implement a long-term strategy
for Manila Bay. It gave birth to
the Operational Plan for the Ma-
nila Bay Coastal Strategy, which
translates the shared vision of
various stakeholders.

From 2000 to 2007, the first
phase of the Manila Bay environ-
mentalproject, one of the outputs
is the operational plan.

“Moving forward...there was
now a Supreme Court order in
2008, requiring the 13 agencies
to clean and rehabilitate the Ma-
nila Bay, citing the operational
plan as a basis for the cleanup,”
she explained.

Scientific studies |
BERMAS-ATRIGENIO said Pem-
sea’s role is to conduct scientific
studies to aid decision-making.

Last year, Pemsea finished a
project with United Nations En-
vironment Program on Nutrient
Loading, which confirmed earlier
studies that the main source of
pollution besetting Manila Bay
was domestic waste, with that
from industries in a far second.

Citing a 2015 study by the UP
Marine Science Institute (UP-
MSI), she said the NCR, with its
huge population of over 12 mil-
lion, is the biggest contributor
to nutrient orwaste loading in
Manila Bay. :

\

Hypoxia, eutrophication
BERMAS-ATRIGENIO cited an
initial study by Dr. Gil Jacinto
on. hypoxia, or the oxygen de-
ficiency in the abiotic environ-
ment, which identifies domestic
waste as the biggest contributor
to water pollution ‘in the bay.

“Given the magnitude of the
problem and scope of the job
needed to be done, it is ambi-
tious. Most likely, experts may
say this is where to start. But
the fact remains that the major
problem is domestic sources of
pollution,” she said.

This is aggravated by the
fact thatless than 20 percent of
households around Manila Bay
are connected to s‘ewage lines.

Based on the UP-MSI study,
because of population growth,
despite connecting households
in Metro Manila tq proper sew-
age for wastewater treatment,
it may not suffice to arrest the
pollution problem besetting
Manila Bay. \

The authors of the study, led
by Jacinto, are Lara Patricia A,
Sotto, Arthur H. W. Beusen, Cesa
L.Villanoyand Lex F. Bouwman.’

They concluded that the cur-
rent pollution and eutrophica-
tion problem—orexcessiverich-
ness of nutrients in a lake or
other body of water, frequently
due to runoff from the land,
which causes a dense growth
of plant life and death of ani-
mal life from lack of oxygen, in
Manila Bay—will not decrease
with better sewage connection
and treatment mainly because
of the expected high population
growth.

In the end, the study sug-
gested that “there may be aneed
to distribute the population
growth centers. For example,
making living in the provinces
more attractive in addition to
measures that address the poor
sewage system in Metro Manila
and the surrounding areas of
Manila Bay.”

S
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A BACKHOE is preparing to collect mud and solid
waste in Manila Bay early this month. BERNARD TESTA
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300 barangays
in Bay areas
tapped to help
in rehab plan

TH]J Department of Environment
and Natural Resources is seeking the

commitment of barangay officials for'

their cooperation in the rehabilitation of
Manila Bay. E gl
Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu
said  his depaertment will host today a
forum for village leaders of over 300
barangays surrounding Manila Bay to
ensure their commitment to the ongoing
effort to rehabilitate the heavily polluted
water body.
The forum aims to remind  the
igay executives of their critical role
and responsibility in the rehabilitation
effm"'t and give them deeper recognition
of the advantages their constituents can
gain| from having clean waterways,
especially in terms of health benefits, he
said! L
“The success of the rehabilitation
effort hinges on the support from the
loca{-govemment units, particularly the
barangays, which are actually the front-
liners in the cleanup, rehabilitation and

preservation of the waters of Manila

Bay,” he added.

The barangay leaders represent
areas traversing into three important
river systems that empty into Manila
Bay, such as the Pasig-Marikina-San
Juan Rivers (169 barangays), the
Muntinlupa-Paranaque-Las
Zapote Rivers (40 barangays) and the
Malabaon-Tullahan-Tenejeros ' Rivers
(68 barangays).

Also invited are leaders from 42
barangays in Pasay City and 1"8 from
Navotas City. .

Cimatu said he would discuss how the
barangays can take part in the upcoming
simultaneous cleanup of esteros and
watierways set on March 31 as part of
the extended observance of the World
Water Day on March 22.

Adialogue between barangay officials
and DENR senior executives will take
plac‘iv,e. Rio Araja '

Pinas-
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Cimatu cites role of bgys in
success of Manila Bay rehab

By CORY
MARTINEZ

ENVIRONMENT Sec-
retary Roy Cimatu
said the eommitment
and strong suppport
of local government
units, particularl
the barangays will
greatly contribute to
the success of the re-
habilitation of the
Manila Bay.

Cimatu is set to meet
in a forum today lead-
ers of over 300 baran-
gays surrounding Manila
Bay to ensure their
commitment to the on-
going effort to rehabili-
tate the heavily polluted
water body.

The Department of
Environment and Natu-
ral Resources said the
forum aims to remind
barangay executives of
their critical role and
responsibility in the re-
habilitation effort and
give them deeper recog-
nition of the advantages
their constituents can
gain from having clean
waterways, especially in
terms of health bemefits.

“The.success of the
rehabilitation - effort

1

hinges on the support
from the local govern-
ment units|(
ticularly the barangays,
which are |actually the
frontliners /in the clean-

ay leaders
represent | areas that
traverse into three im-
portant river systems

that empty into Manila
Bay, such as the Pasig-
Marikina-San Juan Riv-
ers (169 b gays), the
Muntinlupg-Parafiaque-
Las Pinas-Zapote Rivers

(40 barangays), and the
Malabon-Tullahan-Tene-
jeros Rivers (68 baran-

gays). ;

Also invited are lead-
ers from barangays
in Pasay [City and 18
from Navotas City.

During Pe forum, the
DENR will: also discuss
how these barangays
can take part in the up- §
coming simultaneous -
cleanup of esteros and
waterways! set for March
31 as part eof the extend-

ed observance of the
“World Water Day” on
March 22.)

Also part of the fo- |

rum is the dialogue be-
tween barangay officials
and DENR senior exec-
utives, who were each
assigned by Cimatu to
monitor a specific estero
and waterway leading to
Manila Bay.

The DENR officials
were also tasked to rec-
ommend further inter-
ventions needed to en-
sure compliance with the
continuing mandamus. of
the Supreme Court to
cleanup, rehabilitate and
preserve Manila Bay.

In the dialogue, the
DENR will have an op-
portunity to hear from
eoncerned? barangay

leaders the problems and
issues affecting their
specific barangays in re-
lation to the-overall ef-
fectiveness of the gov-
ernment’s effort to re-

vive Manila Bay.
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NAGTULONG T LONG ang mgqa resudente ng Baseco Compo
bilang pagpapatuloy ng rehabilitasyon sa Manila Bay.

ger cars. ELIJAH
FELICE ROSALES

Mula sa pahina 16

Pamumunuan ni Environment
Secretary Roy Cimatu ang progra-
ma, katuwang si Interior Secretary
Eduardo Afio, para bigyang-diin
sa bawat opisyal ng barangay na
malapit sa paligid ng Manila Bay
ang kanilang responsibilidad na
maging bahagi ng rehabilitation
project.

“The success of the rehabili-
tation effort hinges on the sup-
port from the local government
units - (LGUs), particularly the
barangays, which are actually the

und sa Tcmdo Manila saf()agh

o Mamla
ay rehab

NAKATAKDANG magsagawa ng di-
yalogo ngayong araw ang Department
of Environment and T\dluml Resources
(DENR), kasama ang Department of the
Interior and Local Government (DILG),
sa mga bdmm,ay captain sa Metro Ma-
nila sa Bayview Park Hotel, Roxas Blvd.,

Manila.

SUNDAN SA PAHINA 9

linis sa Baseco beach
ni NORMAN ARAGA

. Sa Manila Bay rehab

BRGY EXECS PINAKILOS

’fromlmers in the cleanup, reha-
blhtatmn and preservation of the
waters of Manila Bay,” pahayag
ni Cimatu

Ipinatawag ~ang mga lider
ng barangay na kumakatawan
‘malapit sa tatlong mahahalagang
jlog na dumadaloy sa Manila

‘Bay — ang Pasig-Marikina-San
Juan Rivers na may 169 baran-
lgays, Muntinlupa-Parafiaque-Las
Pifias-Zapote Rivers na may 40
‘barangays, at ang Malabon-Tul-
lahan-Tenejeros Rivers na may 68
barangays.

Bukod dito, inimbitahan din
ang nga opisyal ng 42 barangays sa
Pasay City at 18 barangays mula sa
Navotas City.

Sa naturang forum ay tatalaka-
yin ng DENR at DILG kung pa-
paano magiging bahagi ang mga
barangay sa nalalapit na sabayang
cleanup drive ng mga estero, kanal
o mga daluyan ng tubig sa kanilang
mga lugar na itinakda sa March 31
bilang bahagi ng pinalawak na pag-
gunita ng “World Water Day’ sa
March 22.

BENEDICT ABAYGAR, JR.
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Coliform level sa Manila Bay,

: Ppatuloy sa p aba
Tuluy-tuloy pang buma- tumutuloy naman sa Manila 54-million MPN fecal coli-
baba ang fecal coliform | Bay. form level ay bumaba na sa

‘'sa Manila Bay, kasu
- ng rehabilitation efforts
pamahalaan para maisalb
.angdagat.

Sa isang presscon sa
Maynila, inanunsyo ni DENF
Secretary Roy Cimatu na
nakatulong nang malaki ar
p_qgapapasara sa ilang 1
pribadong establisiyime
malapit sa Manila Bay, ga-
nmdin ang pagsasara ng
‘ aniIaZoqlpanadiskub‘ eng
walang sariling sewage trea
ment plant kaya diretso sa
estero ang dumi nito na

: Sa monitoring ng DENR o

- hanggang noong isang ling- Ang dating 1.33-billion

go, malaki na ang naging Most Pr

improvement.ng kalidad ng

tubig sa dagat dahil sa mas

mababang coliform co
Pero binjgyang diil

- kagawaran na hindi

at diving.
Sa pinakahuling |

tory analysis, sa ared ng
Padre Faura, ang dating

nt.
ng
rin
ito pasok sa standard na
100 Most Probable Number
(MPN) para sa recreational
activities gaya ng swimming

8.3-million MPN.

na lang.

Sa area ng Remedios, o
sa tapat ng Aristocrat, ang
dating. 160-million MPN ay
bumaba na sa 25.5-M MPN.

Kurripiyansa l?;g DENR
na oy pang bababa ang
oolm level sa Manila Bay
sa pagpapatuloy ng reha-
bilitasyon ng dagat. (Doris
Franche)

obable Number sa
area ng Antonio de Abad
ay nasa 130-Million MPN
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UMAABOT sa mahigit
300 establisimyento na
ang natukoy ng Depart-
ment of Environment
and Natural Resources

(DENR) na kumpirma-
dong lumabag sa Philip-
pine Clean Water Act of
2004 at iba pang envi-

‘ ronmental laws na naka
apekto sa Manila Bay.

. Ito" ang lumabas sa
ulat ni Environment Sec-
retary Roy Cimatu batay
sa mahigit anim na linggo
mula nang simulan ang
paglulunsad ng Manila
Bay rehabilitation project
ng pamahalaan.

Tinukoy ng DENR
sa pamamagitan ng La-
guna Lake Development
Authority (LLDA) ang
mga lumabas kung saan

-

-
'F

nakapagblgay na ang
DENR at LLDA ng 263
Notices| | of Violations
habang \nasa 119 cease
and desjst orders naman
ang naipalabas sa mga
establisimyento sa Metro
Manjla,ll,‘é‘entral Luzon at
Calabarzon dahil sa mga
paglabag sa batas pang-
kalikasan partikular ang
Philippine Clean Water
Act of 2004.

Sa |kabila naman
ng mga negosyong
naipasara ng kagawaran,
pinuri naman ni Cimatu
ang 1lang negosyante na
nagb1gay| ng suporta sa
1qmasagq.wang rehabili-
tasyon sa Manila Bay.

Aniya, malaki fin
ang tulong sa Manila
Bay rehabilitation ang
ginawang paglagda ka-
makailal‘ﬁni San Miguel

00+ NEGO

Corporatl n  President
and COO amonAng sa
rnemoramflum of agree-
ment na ??glalayong li-
nisin ang [Tullahan-Tina-
jeros Rlver System na isa
sa pinakamaruming river
system sa Metro Manila.
“Mr. Ang generously
pledged P1 billion for
this project which will
positively| impact the
rehabilitation of Manila
Bay,” ani %.‘imatu.
Nabatid na ilan pang
kompanya, ang nagpa-

" hayag ng l%anllang pagsu-

porta sa rehabilitasyon ng
Manila Bay at iba pang
daluyan ng tubig kabilang
na rito ang SM Group
para sa Parafiaque River
at ang Mégaworld para
naman sa Marikina River.

“Let wus put our
minds together, roll up

Y0

MALAULA SA
MANILA BRY

our sleeves, and more
importantly, commit our-
selves for the rehabilita-
tion of Manila Bay for
the present and the future
generations,” pahayag pa
ni Cimatu sa mga pinuno
at representante ng iba’t
ibang ahensiya ng goby-
erno na kasama sa reha-
bilitasyon. 5
Ayon pa sa DENR
chief, ang rehabilitasyon
ng Manila Bay ay hindi
lamang isyu tungkol
sa kalikasan bagkus ay
tungkol din ito sa social
at economic issue.
“As we remove and
move people,.and weed
out industries and struc-
tures that violate the law
and hinder our work for
Manila Bay,” dagdag pa
ni Cimatu. BENEDICT
ABAYGAR,JR.
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BASECO BEACH
CLEAN-UP -
Volunteers from

a group called
Friends of Duterte
gather muck from
the shoreline

at the Baseco
compound in
Manila Sunday

as part of the
campaign to
clean up Manila
Bay. Baseco's
narrow strip of
beach is referred
to as 'burakay’,

a play on burak,
the Pilipino word
for muck, and
Boracay, the
country’s prime
resort island. (Ali
Vicoy)
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People’s movement Pursuit of a Manila Bay fit for a swim takes several steps forward as communities cooperate, the same way that the narcotics scourge

is expected to be ended soon, with or without the roadblocks thrown by drugs war critics. BOB DUNGO JR.
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Bilang pagtu-
gon sa layunin
ng pamahalaan
na muling mai-
balik ang datin,
yak ng Manila
ay, nakiba-
hagi ang mga
volunteers n
“Friends of Rod-
rigo Duterte”
(FORD) sa isi-
nagawang clean
up kahapon sa
isang bahagi ng
look sa Baseco
sa Tondo, May-
nila. (Kuha ni
Edd Gumban)
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calikasang grupo ang

IManila Bay sa Cavite
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Palace taking over
er board

]“

(OP) is poised to take over management in the country, a Palace
the supervision of the Na- official said Sunday.

i
The Office of the President (NWRB) to craft a master plan on water
tional Water Rﬁsdurces Board The transfer of the NWRB > 12
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Palace taking over...

to the OP from the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) will be among the proposed
provisions of the draft executive order
to help address the country's water is-
sues, according to Cabinet Secretary
Karlo Nograles.

The draft EQ, covering different
components of integrated water
resource management (IWRM), will
be submitted to the President for his
input and approval, he added.

"Given the scope and breadth
of water-related concerns, the su-
pervision of OP could help ensure
that all 30-plus agencies involved
in water resource management are
on the same page," said Nograles
who led the Cabinet Assistance
System (CAS) meeting in Leyte last
Friday.

He said the NWRB would be re-
constituted into a body responsible
for policy, direction-setting, and the
integration of all government efforts
related to water.

The board would also craft "a
national water management master
plan that will integrate all relevant
and existing plans and roadmaps of
the different agencies that play a
role in IWRM,” he said.

House probe

Top officials of Manila Water,
Maynilad, water regulators, and five
Metro Manila mayors are expected
to attend today's joint House panel
probe on the water crisis in Metro
Manila and Rizal.

Manila Development, chaired by
Quezon City Rep. Winston “Winnie”
Castelo and the House Committee
on Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, chaired by Negros Occiden-
tal Rep. Albee Benitez are set to
jointly conduct the hearing at 7 a.m.
today.

“We need to get a clear picture
of the situation and how we’re go-

ing to deal with it because a lot of |
people are already getting adversely |

affected by the problem,” Castelo
said.

“We will need explanations from
the concessionaires, regulators,
and the experts why we got into this
mess and their suggestion on how
we can get out of it,” he said.

Castelo expressed hope that all

41

patch and assure the people that the

| government is addressing the prob-

the invited resource persons would |

attend the hearing so that they can
"collectively come up with the right |
approach to overcome the water
crisis.’

Benitez said, “We have to look

into the water shortage with dis-|

lem with assurance that it would not
happen again."

Puwersa ng Bayaning Atle-
ta (PBA) party-list Rep. Jericho
Nograles attributed Metro Manila's
water shortage to Manila Water's
alleged lack of foresight and mis-
management.

"The water interruptions are lo-
calized within the concession areas
of Manila Water. This is simply mis-
management. Manila Water should
be truthful to the public instead of
blaming Mother Nature for their

'negligence," he said.

Metro Manila mayors who are
expected to attend the hearing are
Quezon City Mayor Herbert Bautista,
Pasig City Mayor Roberto Eusebio,

| Navotas City Mayor John Reynald

Tiangco, Muntinlupa |City Mayor
Jaime Fresnedi, and Caloocan City
Mayor Oscar Malapitan.

Also invited to the joint panel

| probe are Manila Water Chief Ex-

ecutive Officer (CEQ) Ferdinand
dela Cruz, Maynilad| Water Ser-
vices President and CEO Ram-

oncito Fernandez, Liocal Water
" Utilities Administration (LWUA)

Administrator Jeci Lapus, LWUA
Chairman Rogelio Uy, Metropolitan
Waterworks and Sewerage System

| (MWSS) Administrator Reynaldo

Velasco, MWSS Regulatory Office
Chief Regulator Patrick Ty, National

| Water Resources Board Executive
The House Committee on Metro ¢

Director Servillo David, Philippine
Atmospheric, Geophysical, and As-
tronomical Services Administration
(PAG-ASA) Administrator Vicente
Malano, Private Hospitals Asso-
ciation of the Philippines President

- Rustico Jimenez, Bureau of Fire
. Protection (BFP) Director Leonard

Bafiago, and Philippine Hospital

| Association President Huberto

Lapuz.
Action plan
The Metropolitan Waterworks
and Sewerage System (MWSS) will

soon implement the|action plan .
. called for by President Duterte to

address the water shortage being
experienced by customers of water
concessionaire Manila Water Com-
pany Inc. (MWCI).

The plan seeks to ease the bur-
den of customers, who have to either
scramble or spend hours waiting in
line for water. ‘

"We will mobilize fire brigades,
mayors, aside from the water con-

‘cessionaires to end all that queu-

ing," MWSS Administrator Reynaldo

Velasco said.

! The MWSS will also be meeting

with parties concerned to finalize
the matter, Velasco added.

President Duterte had earlier
ordered the MWSS to demand from
water concessionaires and other
concerned offices to release water
from Angat Dam good for 150 days
to address the water shortage.

Velasco, however, clarified the
President’s order is not to liter-
ally draw that volume of water from
Angat but to ensure the people get
ample water supply.

"I know what the President
means -- he wants the water short-
age problem solved so there won't
be ‘queuing for water anymore,"
Velasco said.

He said Angat releases water to
MWCI and MWSS' other concession-
aire, Maynilad Water Services Inc.
(MWSI) at the rate of 4,000 million
liters per day (MLD) only.

"We can't increase that anymore,"
he said, citing the current design
limitations and infrastructure of the
water distribution system.

Water conservation ordinance

Senator Richard Gordon urged
local chief executives in Metro Ma-
nila to release an ordinance direct-
ing their constituents to observe
water conservation practices.

Gordon said that with thou-
sands of families in Metro Manila
affected by the water interruption
implemented by east zone water
concessionaire Manila Water due
to shortage in their supply, it is
imperative that local LGUs should
issue ordinances geared to water
conservation to prevent the water
crisis from worsening,

Gordon said it is very important
that the people be conscious of their
water usage and observe water con-
servation measures.

“We should conserve water. We
can take simple actions at home
so we don’t contribute in worsen-
ing the problem,” Gordon said in a
statement.

“The LGUs should issue ordi-
nances to ensure that all their con-
stituents practice water conserva-
tion. We should all do our part,” he
said adding that the public should
use water efficiently but minimally.

Gordon assured that the Phil-
ippine Red Cross (PRC) will help
provide clean and potable water to
the thousands of families affected
but hospitals must be prioritized
to ensure that healthcare services
will not be interrupted and to avoid
health complications; such as sep-
sis, a type of blood infection. (With
PNA)

Y
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Palace finalizing water

executive order

By CATHERINE TALAVERA

The water shortage situation in Metro Manila is seen
to improve in the next weeks as concessionaire Manila
Water reported that it has restored supply to about 80
percent of its customers as of Friday.

This improvement came
after it started imposing a ro-
tational water supply scheme
on Thursday.

“They already have water
in their taps. This translates to
over one million households.

“challenges in some pocket
areas of Quezon City and por-
tions of Mandaluyong.”

“But most of those that had
no water in the past days in
Mandaluyong already have
water in their taps,” Galang

Congress joint panel starts probe today. Story on Page 12.

This can only get better in the
coming weeks, in the coming
months as we have observed.
We implemented this new
scheme beginning Thursday
afternoon and we've been see-
ing marked improvements,”
said Dittie Galang, Manila
Water’s communications plan-
ning and tactical development
manager.

Although the service has
been restored in most of Ma-
nila Water’s area of coverage,
she admitted that the firm has

said, although she qualified
that the water pressure cus-
tomers are receiving may not
be as strong as in previous
months.

On Friday, Manila Water
assured customers that its
20-hour water interruptions
would not last throughout
summer as it cited the initial
positive effects of the rota-
tional water supply scheme.

“Levels of various reser-
voirs have started to increase

Turn to Page 12

er supply
0% restored’

and water supply, though still
at low pressure in some areas,
is slowly being distributed to
severely affected barangays.
These operational adjustments
are a temporary measure that
Manila Water is undertaking
to balance the water supply
distribution in its concession
area... Manila Water continues
to make calibrations in these
adjustments to ensure that
extended service interruptions
will not last for the entire sum-
mer,” the company said in a
statement. .

The water firm earlier an-
nounced it would implement
a water interruption scheme
with a more definitive sched-
ule as it aims to stabilize the
distribution of available sup-
ply and help slow down the
rapid decline of the water level
at La Mesa Dam, which is its
reserve resource.

After maximizing its alloca-
tion from Angat Dam at 1,600
million liters per day, Manila
Water turns to La Mesa Dam
for additional supply.

Aside from this, it is also
prioritizing the energization of
the water treatment plant in
Cardona, Rizal, which is part of
the Rizal Province Water Supply
Improvement Project, as among
its immediate solutions to cope
with the surging demand.

“The project is now deliver-
ing an initial 22 million liters
per day and is expected to
produce up to 50 million liters
per day by mid-April,” it said.

The Metropolitan Water-
works and Sewerage System
(MWSS) also said tapping
deep wells could be part of the
short-term solutions to address
the current water crisis.

s

Meanwhile, the MWSS is
calling an inter-agency meet-
ing today to discuss the ex-
ecution of San Miguel Corp.
(SMC)’s offer to help and use
its untapped water allocation
from Angat Dam.

“To operationalize SMC’s
offer to help deliver 140 mil-
lion liters of clean, treated
water to areas affected by the
shortage, MWSS administrator
Reynaldo Velasco is calling
for a special meeting among
top officials of Manila Water,
Maynilad, Bulacan Bulk Water,
concerned LGUs, the Bureau of
Fire, Association of Volunteer
Fire Chiefs and Firefighters of
the Philippines on Monday to
map out saturation operations
over the next two weeks,”
MWSS said in a statement.

On Friday, SMC announced
that, through its Bulacan Bulk
Water Treatment Plant, it hopes
to be able to deliver 140 million
liters of clean, treated water to
areas affected by the shortage
upon coordination with, and
approval by the MWSS.

Velasco lauded SMC for
its “willingness to help find
a long-term solution to the
water problem and contribut-
ing to government’s efforts to
develop new water sources to
prevent a similar crisis from
happening again.”

He added that the agency’s
“ABC” Projects which aims to

-
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generate alternative sources of
water with a combined capac-
ity to 1,950 MLD is now in the
pipeline. These involve the
optimization of the untapped
800 MLD from Angat-Norza-
garay river, 350 MLD from
Bayabas Dam and 800 MLD
from the Candaba impound-
ing dam—SMC projects that
will secure water security in
Metro Manila.

“This situation is unfortu-
_ nate and dire for many of our
countrymen who do not have
access to basic water. Many are
affected: households, hospi-
tals, schools, businesses. Right
now, the best thing we can do
is to pull together and help
each other,” Ang earlier said.

He added that the under-
taking, will not be easy since
an estimated 14,000 truck
trips per day using 10-kiloliter
tankers or 7,000 trips per day
using 20 kl tankers are needed
to deliver clean water.

In January, SMC operation-
alized Stage 1 of its Bulacan
Bulk Water Project, which can
supply water to 24 Bulacan
water districts. Ang explained
that currently, the projecthas a
production capacity of 200 mil-
lion liters per day. However, as
many water districts have yet
to upgrade and prepare their
facilities to receive water from
the BBWSP, only about 60 mil-
lion liters per day are currently
being utilized.

“This leaves anexcess capacity
of about 140 million liters per day,
which is enough to serve the av-
erage daily requirements of two
million people or about 455,000
households. As a quick response
to the situation of customers of
Manila Water, we will coordinate
with MWSS and local govern-
ment units to secure permits to
place water refilling stations in
affected areas,” Ang said.

Among the affected areas
are: Mandaluyong (all baran-
gays), San Juan (five baran-
gays), Pasig (seven barangays),
Angono (three barangays), An-
tipolo (10 barangays), Taytay
(three barangays) and Binan-
gonan (12 barangays).

; Integrated
water resource
management

fficials are finalizing an |
executive order that seeks to |
address the water crisis'and |
proposes to turn the National
WaterResources Board (NWRB) |
into a body that will craft poli-
cies on water-related issues,
Malagafiang said yesterday. |
Cabinet Secretary Karlo
Nograles said the proposed
EO, which will cover the com-
ponents of integrated water
resource management, was
diSCESSEd during a Cabinet
Assistance System meeting in
Leyte last Friday. :
“Ibelieve the different agen-
cies agree on the problems that
need to be resolved to prevent
the sort of water supply man-
agement issues now being
“experienced in Metro Manila.
At this point we have built
a consensus on how we can
address these issues, but the

recommendations as outlined
in the EO will still be subject to
theapproval of the President,”
Nograles said in a statement.
. |The proposed EO aims to
reconstitute the NWRB into a
body that will craft policies,
set directions and integrate all
state efforts on water-related
concerns. Nograles said the
body might be placed under
the Office of the President.
The NWRB was placed under
the supervision of the environ-
gient department in 2002 by
ixecutive Order No. 123.
| “Given the scope and breadth
of water-related concerns, the
supervision of OP could help
ensure that all 30-plus agencies
involved in water resource man-
agement are on the same page,”
Nograles said. - ,
' The body would also be
tasked to come up with a
fnational water management
/master plan that would| inte-
\grate all relevant and existing
'plans and roadmaps of differ-
lent agencies involved in water
| resource management.
' Nograles said representatives

Nograles

of the agencies discussing the
water issues were “focused on
finding solutions to the problem
instead of dwelling on its roots.”

“They know that to address
the problems of our country-
men, it is better to help each
other rather than point fin-
gers. | believe that this is the
approach to take with any

allenge facing our country,”
he added.

There are at least 32 agen-
cies involved in the water sec-
tor. Nograles previously said
the Cabinet Assistance System
is working on issues like the
limited implementation of
integrated water resources
management in many of the
country’s river basins and
watersheds, which results in
wastage and uncoordinated
plans and programs, quantify-
ing the extent of water sector
issues, and access to safe water
supplies.

' Earlier, President Duterte
ordered the MWSS to de-
mand from water utilities Ma-
nila Water and Maynilad and
the offices involved in water
management to release water
from Angat Dam to supply
Metro Manila areas that are
experiencing water shortage.
Agencies were also directed to
deliver sufficient water to the
affected residents.

— With Alexis Romero

d//v
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NWRB under OP eyed;
water crisis probe slated

By BERNADETTE D. NICOLAS
W @BNicolasBM

& JovEE MARIE N. DELA CRUZ
¥ @joveemarie

Ntheheels of thewater cri-
sisaffecting some parts of
Metro Manila, the govern-

ment is eyeing to reconftitute the
National Water Resources Board

(NWRB) and place it under the Of- -

fice of the President (OP).
Thiswasrevealed by Cabinet Sec-

retary Karlo Nograles on Sunday.
Under the proposed executive

order (EO), the proposed reconsti-

tuted NWRB will be responsible

for policy, direction-setting and
the integration of all gq‘warnment
efforts pertaining to water.
Nograles said in a statement
that “given the scope and breadth
of water-related concerns, the su-

“Our country is blessed
with an abundance of
water, anditis ironic
thatas we celebrate
Philippine Water Week,
many Filipinos are
f’ being deprived of
access to water.
Having unusually heavy rainfall levels—
particularly/coming from a waterworld to a
waterless scourge—seeing the taps run dry
is galling."—Binay

pervision of OP could help ensure
that all 30-plus agencies involved
in water resource management are
on the same page.” The NWRB is
currentlyunder the supervision of
the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources by virtue
of EO 123, Series of 2002.
SEE “NWRB,” As

While the provisions of the propased EO
are still being finalized and have yet to be
submitted to the President for his input and
approval, Nograles said the proposed EO will
cover the different components of integrated
water resource management (IWRM).

The body will also be responmblefcrthe
crafting of a national water- management
master plan that will integrate all relevant
and existing plans and road maps|of the

different agencies that play a role |nI IWRM,

he said.

The Palace official said the i |ssuance of the
EOwasdiscussed at the last Cabinet Assistance
System meeting in Leyte on Friday.

~ "At this point we have built a consensus
on how we can address these issues, but the

Ironic twist .
THIS developed as Senator Nancy Binay noted
an ironic twist in Metro Manila’s water-supplv
crisis as the country observed “Water Week *
“Our country is blessed with an
abundance of water, and it is ironic that
as we celebrate Philippine Water Week,
many Filipinos are being deprived of access
to water," Binay said over the weekend.
“Having unusually heavy rainfall levels—
particularly coming from a waterwon{ld to

recommendatlonsasoutlmedmthe EQwill still
be subject to the approval of the President,"he
added.

ManilaWater on Saturdaysaidit has already
restored supply to 80 percent after a week of
scheduled water intérruptions.

The water crisis was blamed on a
combination of puﬁulation growth and the
corresponding uptick in the number of water
consumers, the unusually huge demand
brought about by a “mild” £l Nifio and limited
water allocation for the East Zone, which were
serviced by ManilaWater. Critics, however, said
Manila Water itself was to blame for failing to
prepareforthe projectedincreasein customers.

House probe

The House of Representatives called on top
officials of Manila Water, Maynilad Water
Services Inc., the NWRB and five mayors of
MetroManilatoattendthe House'sinvestigation

onMonday into the water shortage in parts of
Metro Manila and Rizal.

The House Committee on Metro Manila
Development chaired by Quezon City Rep.
Winston Castelo and the House Committee on
Housing and Urban Development chaired by
Negros Occidental Rep. Alfredo Benitez want
to find out what caused the water shortage
and the possible solutions to it,

Meanwhile, Castelo said the Oversight
Committee on Public Utilities will file and
approvetheresolutionon Mondayallowing the
use of deep wells to ease the crisis affecting 1.2
million households in East Zone.

Last Friday, Speaker Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyoled the opening of the cross-border pipe
at the corner of West Avenuel corner Bulacan
Street, in Quezon City, to enable Maynilad to
give water to Manila Water. With the opening,
some 10 million liters of water per day will
immediately flow to the east zone.

a waterless scourge—seeing the taps run
dry is galling,” she said in a statement.
“We reiterate our call to havea clear policy
onmaintaining water securitywhenever water
supply goes bad,” she added, suggesting that
government regulators concerned”should have
a holistic and comprehensive water-resource
plan, as well as an effective water allocation

and reuse policy.”

With a report from Butch Fernandez
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~ Manila Water
to be grilled

Senate kicks off shortage probe

Sen. Bmay No explanatmn can wash the apparent neglt,ct
and inefficiency of those who have committed to provide us

with clean water
By Mario J. Mallari

The Senate s set to grill officials of
concerned government agencies and private
companles regarding the ongoing water
shortage in Metro Manila and some parts of
Rizal province,

THE Senate will make a splash bringing together parties to the water woes being experienced ln Metro Manlla and nefghborlng provinces.

'I‘he Benate Committee on Pub]lc Services
will conduet tomorrow the Inquiry into the
water shortage,

~Aeading those hnvited on the side of the
government were Environment and Natural
Resources Secretary Roy Cimatu, Agriculture
Secretary Emmanuel Pifiol and Public Works
and Highways Secretary Mark Villar,
Also Invited were Metropolitan
Waterworks
and

Sewerage System (MWSS) Administrator
Reynaldo Velasco, Local Water Utilities
Administration chief Jeci Lapus, National
Water Resources Board Executive Director
Sevillo David Jr, and Administrator Vicente
Malano of the Philippine Atmospheric,
Geophysleal and Astronomical Services
Adminlstration,

For the private sector, expected to
appear before the Senate are Geodino
Carpio and Nestor Jerle Sevilla Jr,, Manila
Water chief operating officer and corporate
communications head, respectively; and
Randy Estrellado, COO of Maynilad Water
Services,

Expected to be grilled are representatives

Manila Water whose customers are

currently suffering from water

of

supply shortage.

Senate President Vicente Sotto [II called for
the Senate inquiry as Manila Water customers
started queueing up to get water from tankers
from the Bureau of Fire Protection, Philippine
Red Cross and Manila Water,

Sotto's call was supported by his colleagues
in the House of Representatives.

“The public is aghast af the response
to the current crisis and no
explanation can wash the
apparent neglect and
inefficiency of those
who have committed to
provide us with clean
water,"” reelectionst Sen.

Nancy Binay said.

AFP
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House holds
hearing on
water crisis

BY WENDELL VIGILIA

THE House joint committee on Metro Manila
development and on housing and utban devel-
opment will hold a hearing today to help find
ways to address the water crisis in Metro Manila,

ongressmen invited top officials of the
Manila Water, Maynilad, water regulators, five
Metro Manila mayors and other officials to
attend the hearing to help shed light on the
ongoing water shortage in parts of Metro
Manila and Rizal.

The Senate committee on public services
chaired by Sen. Grace Poe will also conduct a
hearing on the water crisis tomorrow, Tuesday.

“We have to look into the water shortage

. with! dispatch and assure the people that the
government is addressing the p':coblem with
assurance that it would not happen again,” said
Rep.! Alfredo Benitez (PDP-Laban, Negros Oc-
cidental), chair of the housing panel.

Among the measures calling for the inquiry is
House Resolution (HR) No. 2518 filed by Rep.
Carloz Zarate (PL, Bayan Muna).

Rep. Winston Castelo (PDP-Laban, Quezon
City), chair of the Metro Manila developraent
panel, said Congress needs to get a clear picture
of the situation “and how we're going to deal =
with it because a lot of people are already get-
ting adversely affected by the problem.”

e will need explanations from the conces-
sionaites, regulators, and the experts why we got
into this mess and their suggestion on how we
can get out of it,” he said.

Customers of the Ayala-led 1 \{arula Water in
Metr%) Manila and Rizal have been experiencing
low water pressure since Thursday last week
while| some areas have no supply at all. The
interfuptions were caused by the dwindling
waterilevel at the I.a Mesa Dam. |

As\of yesterday, there were reports that
water| has been restored in 80 petcent of the
affected areas. |

Invited as resource persons are Quezon
City Mayor Herbert Bautista; Pasig City Mayor
Roberto Eusebio; Navotas City Mavor John
Reynald Tiangco; Muntinlupa City \Iayor_]'mne
Fresnedi; Caloocan City Mayor Oscar Malapi-
tan; Manila Water chief executive officer (CEQ)
Ferdinand dela Cruz; Maynilad Water Services
president and CEO Ramoncito Fernandez;
Local Water Utilities Administration (LWUA)

See HOUSE > Page B3
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administrator Jeci Lapus; LWUA
chairman Rogelio Uy;

Metropolitan Waterworks and
Sewerage System (MWSS) admin-
istrator Reynaldo Velasco; MWSS
Regulatory Office chief regulator
Patrick Ty; National Water Re-
soutces Board executive director
Servillo David; Philippine Atmo-
spheric, Geophysical, and Astro-
nomical Services Administration
(PAG-ASA) administrator Vicente
Malano; Private Hospitals Associa-
tion of the Philippines president
Rustico Jimenez; Bureau of Fire
Protection (BFP) chief Leonard
Bafiago; and Philippine Hospital
Association president Huberto
Lapuz, among others.

Rep. Jericho Nograles (PL, PBA)
said Manila Water cannot blame El
Nifio for its alleged lack of fore-
sight and mismanagement.

“The water interruptions are
localized within the concession
areas of Manila Water. This is
simply mismanagement. Manila
Water should be truthful to the
public instead of blaming Mother
Nature for their negligence,” he
said in a statement.

Rep. Luis Raymond Villafuerte
(NP, Camarines Sur) said Congress
could help address the problem
over the long run “by requiring
commetcial, institutional and resi-
dental estate developers to install

rainwater retention facilities in
their projects in Metro Manila and
other major cities.”

Villafuerte said the current water
rationing in Metro Manila should
prompt Congress to priotitize the
passage of bills on water conserva-
tion, including his House Bill No.
8088 on the construction of facili-
ties converting harvested rainwater
for non-potable uses.

“Rainwater is a free, abundant,
and regular natural resource that
the Philippines is fortunate to
receive year in and out. It is high
time that we make use of it for the
general advantage of our people,”
he said in a statement.

Castelo said he aims to establish
the need for the development of
more water reservoirs since this
has been cited by Manila Water as
one of the reasons for the shortage.

“] also want to learn from
Maynilad how it solved similar
problems nottoo long ago. Maybe
they have measures which Manila
Water can replicate,” he said.

WATER LEVEL DOWN

Water level at La Mesa Dam in
Quezon City continued to drop,
the Philippine Atmospheric Geo-
physical and Astronomical Servic-
es Administration (PAGASA) said.

Hydrologist Richard Orendain
said the water reserve at La Mesa
Dam dropped to 68.69 meters at 6

a.m. yesterday, now the dam’s all-time
lowest water level. He said water level
went down to 0.01 meter from the
68.70 meters on Saturday morning,

Last Thursday, water level at
La Mesa dipped to 68.74 meters,
breaching the previous record-low
of 68.75 meters registered during
the 1998 El Nifio season.

Orendain said the water level
of Angat Dam in Bulacan went
down to 198.54 meters yesterday
morning from 198.25 meters on
Saturday morning. He noted this
elevation was still above its critical
low level of 180 meters.

SENATE INQUIRY

“We will call for the hearing as
part of the committee’s oversight
functons over the country’s utili-
ties. What we are seeing now is not
normal and something that our
households and farmers do not
deserve,” Poe said.

Poe said the hearing will gather
officials of concerned agencies,
heads of water concessionaires,
regulators and other concerned

~stakeholders to discuss the crisis

and come up with solutions to ease
the impact of the supply shortage.

Poe said it is important for the
officials to attend the hearing “so
that |together, we can come up
with immediate short-and long-
term solutions to avert the current
water crisis.”
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“We also need to hear the cur-
rent mitigating measures planned
by the agencies, such as the De-
partment of Agriculture, given
the importance of our agricultural
sector to the economy,” Poe added.
ﬁeabinet Secretaty Karlo

ograles said government is
looking at the reconstitution and
transfer of the National Water
Resources Board (NWRB) under
the Office of the President. He
said this one of the measures the
Duterte administration is looking
at to help address the water prob-
lem in the country,

Nograles, in a statement issued
Sunday, said the proposed mea