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Members of different
environmernitalist groups
gathered yesterday in
Quezon City to express
their support to DENA
= i : _ i Secretary Gina Lopez's
ey crackdown on harmfu!
mining practices that led
1o the suspension of
operations of 23 mining
firms and canceliation of
74 mining permits in
crilically affecled mining
communilies. ANALYLABCR

cugrvL A




: oy
24 FE9 il f’/‘f’u
DATE
r/
o
mGe

T UPPERHALF

] 'i«'{" Sy

l.ogez supporters Members of the militant women's organ!zaiion Gabriela gather at the gate of the
Pepartment of Environment and Nataral Resources to throw support behind the recent pnlicy actlons of DENR
Secretary Gina Lopez and to challengé the Duterte government to ensure a mining ind ustry that is environment and
neople-friendly by romoving foreign markei links. ANALY LABOR
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Lopez backed by top

environment advocates

By JONATHAN L. Mavyuca ¥ @jonlmayuga

OME of the country’s top environment

advocates are backing Env1ronflnent
Secretary Regina L. Paz Lopezs

advocacy in the Department of Environment

and Natural Resources (DENR).

International environmental law
expert Antonio Oposa Jr. and Sonia
Mendoza, Mother Earth Foundation
chairman, led the support groups for
the embattled Lopez as she faces rough
sailing in the Commission on Appoint-
ments (CA).

Oposa, a Ramon Magsaysay awardee
for his environmental crusade, com-
mended Lopez and her team for tak-
ing on what were seemingly impossible
tasks, such as clearing Laguna de Bay of
illegal fish pensandinstilling discipline
inthe extractive andinherentlydestruc-

‘tive mining industry.

“We stand shoulder to shoulder with
Secretary Ginain her efforts to correct
thelong-festeringinjustices committed
toour country. Allthesehavebeen done
to satisfy the false gods of money for a
few, at the expense and to the irrevers-
ible damage of our natural resources
and to thig beautiful country,” Oposa
said in a statement,

“We are people who care for the
country’s natural wealth, wealth be-
yond financial calculation. We call on

the members of the Commission on Ap-
pointments not tobe influenced by the’

powerful interests that seek to derail

the confirmation of [Secretary Gina
Lopez. We urge the good congressmen
and senators to confirm her appoint-
ment as soon as possﬂ!)le O‘posa said.

Mendoza, chairmanof Mother Earth
Foundation, also declired st ‘support for
Lopez and asked for hler conflrmatlon
by the CA"because sheisa true protec-
tor of the environmen eL for the Filipino
people and for the future generatlons
of our country”.

Other environmental advocates and
their groups backing} Lopeﬁ’s confir-
mation are Advocate{s for {Excellent
Government, an env1ronment and
antigraft and corruptlon c1v11—soc1ety
organizationled byits Managlng Direc-
tor Jose Maria Mirasal; former Puerto
Princesa City Mayor ﬁdward S. Hage-
dorn, an énvironment advocate and a
United Nations Enwr:&nmer{t Program
Global 500 awardee; 4nd Tony Abaya,
chairman of The S.EJE.D. Instltltute
a non-governmental rgamzatwn for
sustainable develdpme;entant‘ipresident
of Natural Wonders Tourism Founda-
tion Inc.

Varidusmilitdritenvi ronmental groups
havealsodetlared supporth éhind Lopez's
confirmation as DENRIchief.
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Environment leadero NGOs
support Lopez’ confirmation

SOME of the country’s top environmeéni protection
advocates and non-government organizations ycster-
day declared support for Environment Scerctary
Gina Lopez as she faces rough sailing in the Com-
mission on Appointments.

International environmental law expert Antonio
Oposa Jr. and Senia Mendoza, chair of Mother Barth
Foundation, led the support groups for Lopez.

Oposa commended Lopez and her team for tak-
ing on what were seemingly impossible (asks, such
as clearing the Laguna Lake of iltegal fish pens and
instilling dlsaplmc in the extractive and inherently-
destructive mining industry.

Mendoza said Lopez is a true protector of the
cnvironment.

Jose Ma. Mirasol, managing director of the Advo-
cates for Excellent Government, an environment
and anti-graft and corruption civil socicty organi-

zition, said Lopez has been steadf(ast in her com-
mitment to deliver on the tasks entrusied ro her
by President Duterte to protect the environment
and the vast but fast dﬁfindling natural wealth of
the country.

Former Puerte Princesa City Mayor lidward S,
Hagedorn, a staunch en‘vimnmcm advocate, :tnd 2
recipient of the |United; Nations Environment Pro-
gram Glohal 500; ‘l\V.ll'd, said, “We support the fcar
less, gallant S[-ll’l(ll of DENR Secretary Ginit Lopez o
strictly enforce environment laws against destroyers
of the environment.”

Tony Abaya, chair of NGO The S.E.LD. Institute
and president of the Natural Wonders Tourism
Foundation Inc.|said Lapez is & “true environmen-
talist whose heait is cehtered only on the welfuare
and the need to protcdl the environment for'onr
country.”
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MAGANDA ang mga programa ni DENR Sce.
Gina Lopez. Mistula siyang bayani ng ating ka-
likasan at mga katutubo. Sa mga bumabatikos
sa kanya, basang-basa naman ng taumbayan
na ang totoong hangarin lamang sa likod ng l
mga ito ay upang wasakin ang kalikasan at ko~ | |
mita ng bilyon-bilyong piso mula rito.

Stnisiguro ni Sec. Lopez na may bansa pang
maipapamana para sa mga susunod na henera.
syom, isang bansang may magagandang kapaligi-
ran na hitik sa puno at sariwang hangin,

Mpa kabundukan at mga kapubatan na hitk
sa sari-saring hayop at nakasusuporta sa pamumu-
hay ng mga katutuho.

Sugo ng Panginoon ang isang Sec. Lopez sa
ating kalagitnaan. kung hindi ay wala na layong
maaaring asahan; halimbawa ay ilang bundok na
ang pinalag sa lalawigan ng Zambales sa ngalan
ng pagmimina bige umupo si Lopez. Pinahinto
niya ang maraming mining operalion sa buong
bansa.

Malapang siya kaya naman kailangang suk-
lian natin ng maigting na suporta ang ating mahal
na kalihim at huwag manahimik dahil ang kan-
yang ginagawa ay para sa ating lahat at sa mga !
susunod na henerisyon,

Wala naman talagang idinulot na maganda sa
bansa ang pagmimina kundi matinding pagbaha,
mala-delubyong mea bagyo at pagguho ng mga
kilupaan,

Ang pananahimik ng bawat isa sa gitna ng
tinatanggap na mpa batikos laban kay Lopez ay
pagpayag na mawisak ang ating magandang ban-
su 53 kamay ng mga berdugo ng pagmimina,

Tunay na mas marami ang makikinabang sa
pugpapahinto sa mpa pagmimina at mas makali-
likha tayo ng mas maraming hanapbuhay para sa
ating mga kababayan kaysa pagmimina.

Salamat Sec. Lopez, nasa likad po ninyo ang
taumbayan. Suportahan taka,
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' Environment leaders, NGOS
support Lopez's confirmation

llan sz mga top environment protection advocates
al non-government organizations ang nagdeklara ng
suporla para kay Envicenment Sceretary Gina Lopez
na kasalukuyang dumadaan sa butas ng karayom sa
Commission on Appoingments,

Finangunahan ning international environmentat law
expert Antonio Oposa Jr., ol Sonia Mendoza, Mother
Larth Foundation chair ang suporta para kay Lopez.

Pinuri rin ni Oposa si Lopez at ang kanyang team
54 pug-aksyon sa mya mistulang imposibleng trabahao
tulad ng paglilinis ng Laguna Lake sa mga illegal
fish pens al pagdisiplina sa extéactive and inherently-
destructive mining industry.

Sa kanilang pagdedeklara ng suporta kay Lopez,
sinabi ni Oposa na: “We stand shoulder-ta-shouider
with Seeretary Gina in her efforts to right the long-fes-
tering injustices committed to our country, All these
have been done to satisly the false gods of money for
a few, at the expense and 1o the irreversible damage
ol our natural resourees and 1o this beautiful country.”

Nagdeklararin si Sonia Mendoza, chair ng Mother
Earth Foundation ng suporta kay Lopez at hiniling na
kumpirmahin naitong Commission on Appointments
dahil ito ang true protector ng environment,

Kabilang din sa mua sngdeklara ng suporta parakay
Lopez ang mga advocntes ng Excellent Government,
isung enviromment and anti-gralt and corruption civil
socicly organization.
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Lopez unleashing rage

After two decades as a yoga mission-
ary, Environment Secretary Regina Lopez

L

is unleashing her inner rage
on the mining industry while
aiming for Bhutan-style gross
national happiness.

Lopez has in recent months
moved global commodity
markets with a campaign to
close roughly two-thirds [of
the existing mines in the Phil-
ippines, which is the worlg’s
biggest supplier of nickel dre
and a major source of copper.

For the 63-year-old, her
sudden elevation by firebrand
President Duterte to govern-
ment last year after a lifetie
of spiritual and environmental
pursuits has presented an un-
expected chance to bring abaut
radical change in society.

“This is a golden oppor-
tunity to do the right thing,”

y

Lopez, popularly known fas

© Gina, told AFP in an interview

on Wednesday at her bustling
Manila office as she explained
her determination to take on
the mining industry.

“Not everyone has the guts

.and the wherewithal.to stahd. -

on bigbusinesd" toes. Right

now Ihave that plattorm.”|
Lopez casts mining in a

sinister light, accusing pow-

on

miners

erful business figures and
politicians involved in the
industry of corruption and
rapaciousness.

She insists mining is de-
stroying the Southeast Asian
archipelago’s ccosystem, and
that the natural resources on
offer can be used in much more
sustainable ways.

‘ “We have 7,000 islands and
iff we rape the islands... and
95 percent of the wealth goes
out of those islands, we will
never see the light of day,”
Lopez said. .

 Lopez has ordered the clo-
sure or suspension of 28 mines
which, if implemented, would
leave just 12 in operation. She
has also recommended the
contracts of 75 planned mines
be cancelled Lo protect water-
sheds.

Fightback

Mining Inc. is fighting back,
with a public relations blitz
insisting it is a law-abiding in-
dustry that generates billions

of dollars for the economy and
.directly supports 1.2 million

people.
: Turn to Page 3
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It has appealed to Duterte,
who has spoken fiercely
against the industry but nev-
ertheless also has many pro-
mining figures in his Cabinet,
to over-rule Lopez,

It is also lobbying for a
congressional committee to
reject her nomination as en-
vironment secretary when it
conducts a confirmation hear-

ing next month. areally good business deal.”  of lives,
“This is the first time we ‘ P! !
have oppesed an appointee Path of Bliss I
of the President,” Chamber of Lopez has walked an un- |
Mines of the Philippines vice likely path to becoming one i
president Ronald Recidoro of the most powerful women |
told AFP in the Philippines. !

“We've had to because our  gpe belopl%s to one of the i
existence is on the line. If sk is wealthiest families in the coun- !
F?T]ﬁanEd the mining int{ustry try. But Lopez exchanged a !
i fopes v e 1€ STy s young ndy

- for one as a yoga missionary }
ronmell;\t sefcr]eltal_’y and g::ts 0 with a spiritual organization ;
serve her full six-year term, : i . ‘
she has much bigger plans for ;Zu&iigam;: S;:lf a{u)lfle]z?’c;i;nan |

) . I - - "’ - |
;Eg;%ﬁ;hj]gn;hihzl};hgﬂg“ . Lopez spent two decades |
inspiration f the tiny Hy, Afnc_a, India and Pormgal |
inspiration from y promoting yoga and helpin !
malayan nation of Bhutan, YOE; ping \

The Buddhist kingdom fa- the underp nvxleg_efi + before 1

) jc feturning to the Philippines to !
mously pursues an economic raise tw g hildre
development model ¢ n
of “Gross National !
Happiness,” which 1
aims to balance spir- !
itual and material ;
wealth while tak- - - —_—
ing into account the |
value of the environ- Duterte has said he woulg be “happy
ment and culture, to slaughter” three million drug addicts,

“I love the Bhu- and Amnesty International has ’
tan model,” Lopez he may be overseeing crimes against humility, it's
said, ' humanity. sion that we

“They know if :
they kill their air, |
they kill their wa- | |
ter, they will never !
ever be happy. And !
i find that quite en- .
lightened.” !

Lopez dreams :
of a Philippines in !
which its rich biodj- !

!

versity is capitalized on.

“We have barely begun to
scratch the surface of what our
country can offer the world,”
she said, citing sea sponges,
shells and fruit she claimed
could cure cancers,

“And the exciting thing is
biodiversity is endemic. It is
specific and exclusive to the
Fhilippines. That sounds like

Backlhome, ‘lLopez earned a reputation
asa passionatq advocate for the environ-
ment, most notably with the charitable

arm of
empire.

her family’s ABS-CBN media

In his inaugural state of the nation
address| Dutefte described Lopez as a

“crusader.”
lee
interest
he said.
Many
view of

share the same paradigm: the
of the country must come first,”

people overseas have a dark
Duterte for waging a ruthless

war on crime that has claimed thousarids

—

L(!)pez has a different perspective,
“He’s genuine, He's the rea] thing,” she
warned said.!”His love of people, his courage, his
real. And it's in this dimen-
resonate,”

- AFP
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Lopez unleashes rage on mir
protect environment

AFTER two decades as a yoga mis-
sionary, Environment Secretary
Regina Lopez is unleashing her
inner rage on the mining industry
while aiming for Bhutan-style
gross national happiness.

Lopez has in recent months
moved global commodity markets
with a campaign to close roughly
two-thirds of the existing mines
int the Philippines, which is the
world’s biggest supplier of nickel
ore and a major source of copper.

For the 63-year-old, her sudden
elevation by President Rodrigo
Duterte to government last year af-
ter a lifetime of spiritual and envi-
ronmental pursuits has presented
an unexpected chance to bring
about radical change in society.

“This is a golden opportunity to
do the right thing,” Lopez said in
an interview,

“Not everyone has the guts and
the wherewithal to stand on big
business’s toes. Right now | have
that platform.”

Lopez casts mining in a sinister
light, accusing powerful business
figures and politicians involved
in the industry of corruption and
rapaciousness.

ATEVES SERVICE )

She insists mining is destroying
the Southeast Asian archipelago’s
ecosystern, and that the nawural
resources on offer can be used in
much more sustainable ways.

“We have 7,000 islands and if we
rape the islands... and 95 percent
of the wealth goes out of those
islands, we will never see the light
of day,” Lopez said.

Lopez has ordered the closure
or suspension of 28 mines which,
if implemented, would leave just
12 in operation. She has also
recommended the contracts of
75 planned mines be cancelled to
protect watersheds,

Fightback

Mining Inc is fighting back, with
a public refations blitz insisting
it is a law-abiding industry that
generates billions of dollars for the
economy and directly supports 1.2
million peaple.

It has appealed to Duterte, who
has spoken fiercely against the
industry but nevertheless also has
many pro-mining figures in his
cabinet, to over-rule Lopez.

It is also lobbying for a con-

That sounds like a really good

business deal.”

‘Path of Bliss’

M Environment Secretary Gina i.opez
AFP PHOTO

. |
*gressional committee to reject

her nomination as ﬁnvironment
secretary when it conducts a confir-
mation hearing next/month.
“This is the first tFme we|have
oppased an appointee of the presi-
dent,” Chamber of Mnes af the
Philippines vice presjdent Rénald
Recidoro said. 'l
“We've had to l:}ecausei our
existence is on the line. If she is
confirmed the minirig industry is
]

Lopez spe+t two

1ers to

finished, we are done.”

If Lopez survives as Environ-
ment secretary and gets to serve
her full six-year term, she has much
bigger plans for remodelling the
Philippine economy -- and she is
taking inspiration from the tiny
Himalayan nation of Bhutan,

The Buddhist kingdom famous-
ly pursues an economic develop-
ment model of “Gross National
Happiness,” which aims to balance
spiritual and malerial wealth while
taking into account the value of the
environment and culture.

“I love the Bhutan model,”
Lopez said.

“They know if they kill their air,
they kill their water, they will never
ever be happy. And [ find that quite
enlightened.”

Lopez dreams of a Philippines
in which its rich biodiversity is
capitalized on,

"We have barely begun to scratch
the surface of what our country can
offer the world,” she said, citing
sea sponges, shells and fruit she
claimed could cure cancers,

"And the exciting thing is bio-
diversity is endemic, It is specific
and exclusive to the Philippines.

decades in
Africa, India and Portugal promot-

ing yoga and helpingE the under-
privileged, before returning to the

Lopez has walked an unlikely path
to becoming one of the most pow-
erful women in the Philippines.
She belongs to one of the
wealthiest families in the country.
But Lopez exchanged a life
of luxury as a young lady for

one as a yoga missionary with a

spiritual organization founded
in India called Ananda Marga, or
Path of Bliss.

Philippines to
Back home

raise two children.
pez earned a repu-

tation as a pasTionate advocate for
the enviromqent, most notably

with the chegltable arm of her

family's ABS-

BN media empire.

- In his inadgural state of the

nation address, Dutert,

Lopezasa "ansader. i

e described

“We share the same paradigm:
The interest of the country must

come first,” he]said.

AFP
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Independent technical experts with no known

By Ben O, de Vera

@bend_gverglNQ .
The interagency Mining Indus-
try Coordinating Council (MICC)
will mobilize five technical
groups to review the closure and
suspension orders issued by the
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) to 28
mining operations,
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In a staternent yesterday, the
Department of Finance said the
MICC  technical working group
{TWG) would delegate the three-
month review to “five groups con-
sisting of technical review experts
who, for the sake of objectivity,
shall be independent and have no
known conflict of interest with the
mining sector or any antimining
nongoverniment organization,” cit-

9 GROUPS T0 REVIEW -
BENR ORDERS

s Or refer to the ex-
FH“H BI isting reports con-
ducted by the DENR’s audit
tearn and technical review com- .
mittee along with existing'laws, :
rules and regulations,” Finance :
Bayani H. ‘
Agabin said, adding that the . i :
\
|

Undersécretary

DENR would make its audit
findings available for the TRTs

to review.

" According to Agabin, the five
TRTs would tap the acadeéme
and engage experts from state

- universities and colleges to help
conduct the review.

“For the technical part of the
review, the MICC will tap either ‘
a geologist, mining engineer or a 1
metallurgical engineer from the ‘
private sector, while a lawyer, al . !
so from the private sector, will |
be hired to review the legal as- \
pect,” the DOF said, INQ !

ing the organizational framework
adopted by the group u}hen it met
last Monday. L

“Under the organizational
framework, these five igroups| or
techriical review teams (TRTs) will
go over the compliance* of the{28
mine sites with applicahle agree-
ments, submissions, laws and regu-
lations and impact of their opera-

tions, taking into account five as- )

' INFTIATIVES SEfvyc k.

roups to review

DENR orders

conflict of interest

pects agreed upon during the Feh,
20 meeting of the TWG,” the DOF
said,

“Each TRT shall cover these five
aspects that involve the technical,
legal, social, environmental and
economic (including the effect on
agricultural reform areas). impacts
of the mining operations,” the DOF
added. —

“The review shall take off Bs
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Gov’t to form 5 tea
DENR mine closure, suspe

By MADELAINE B. MIRAFLOR °

The government, through the Min-
ing Industry Coordinating Council
(MICC),is creating five technical groups
to review the mine closure orders and
suspension of the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources
({DENR).

The multi-stakeholder Technical
Working Group (TWG) of the MICC is
forming five technical groups that will
conduct an “objective, fact-ﬁnding, sei-
ence-based” review of the orders jssued
by the Environment Secretary Gina
Lopez on the closure or suspension of
28 mine sites across the country.

According to the organizational
framework adopted by the MICC's
TWG during its first meeting earlier
this week, the review will be conducted

} this March, by the five groups con-
| sisting of “technical review experts”
‘ who, for the sake of objectivity, “shall
- be independent and [have] no known
i conflictofinterest” with the mining sec-
" tororany anti-mining nongovernment
organization. .

Under the organizational frame-
! work, these five Broups or technical
| review teams (TRTs) will Bo over the
. compliance of the 28 mine sites with
| applicable agreements, submissions,

i over a three-month period, beginning

laws and regulations and impact of their
operations.

Each TRT shall cover the techni-
cal, legal, social, environmental, and
economic (including the effect on
agricultural reform areas) impacts of
the mining operations,

“This (review) it’s pursuant to
Executive Order 79, and our thrust,
and as required, every two years, the
MICC should review the mining opera-
tions,” Finance Undersecretary Bayani
Agabin said. .

“The MICC is supposed to do
every two vears a mulii-stakeholder
review. So that’s what we are doing,”
he added.

The DENR ordered last Feb. 2 the
closure 0f23 mine sites and the suspen-
sion of operations of five others across
the country. )

A week laler; it ordered the cancel-
lation of 75 mineral production sharing
agreements (MPSAs) still in the pre-
operation stage that the government
had forged with fining companies.

“The review shall take off or refer
to the existing reports conducted by
the DENR's audit team and Technical
Review Committee along with exist-
ing laws, rules and regulations,” said
Agabin, who heads the Legal Affairs
Group and Revenue Integrity Protec-
tion Service (RIPS) of the Department

——————

ms to re\ifiew

AND INITIATIVES S !'l_?{»i_ ;!&’ gD

|
of Finam{:e (DOF). :

He said the DENR will make its
andit findings available for the TRTS
£ review:.

The ﬁye TRTs will tap the academe

az?d will engage experts from State Uni-
vqrsities [and Colleges (SUCs) to help
canduct the review, he said. _
For the technical part of the review,
the MIC(\F will tap either a geologist,
mining el?gineer or a metallurgical en-
gil eer ﬁ'qm the private sector, while a
lawyer; also from the private sector, will
be hired bp review the legal aspect.

A community relations officer will
also be iqvolved in the social aspect,
anenvironmental management office;
will focus on the environmental impact,
while representatives from the local
go ernmqnt units, DOF, Department
of Lahor apd Employment (DOLE}, De-

partment of Trade and Industry (DTD,

t

National Iiconomic and Development
A:[hority (NEDA), Department of So-
cial Welfar‘e and Development (DSWD),
and other concerned government agen-
cies will g6 over the economic aspect of
the review, :

‘The Mines and Geosciences Bureau
(MGB) and the Environmental Man-
agament Bureau (EMB) of the DENR
will also provide qualified technical
personnel land provide available data
and records to each TRT

TOATE TIPBER VA
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Such a review will be conducted
overathree-monthperiod,beginning
this March, by the five groups con-
sisting of “technical review experts”

<5197 Who, for the sake of objectivity, “shall
é _! H beindependentand [havel noknown
" conflict of interest” with the mining
sectororanyantiminingnon-govern-
mentalorganization, accordingtothe
organizational framework adopted
by the MICC's TWG during its first
meeting earlier this week.

Under the organizational frame-
work, these five groups or technical
review teams (TRTs) will gooverthe
compliance of the 28 mine sites with
applicableagreements, submissions,
laws and regulations and impact of

TOWER MALF
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The total number of mining
contracts covered by I(Cs
review mandate, begjnning

with 23 sites shut down by
theDENR - |
EachT—RTs‘:ha:llc"c'ivér‘t_he sefiveas-

pectsthatinvolve the 1) ted hnicé]f.?)
legal, 3) social, 4) envirerimentalahd .

theiroperations, takingintoaccount
du during,the
B e

five aspects agre
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“This [review], it's pursuant to
Executive Order 79, and our thrust,
and as required, every two years,
the MICC should review the mining
operations,” Finance Underse cretary
Bayani H. Agabin told the media
after the MICC multistakeholder
review meeting. “The MICC is sup-
posed to do every two years a multi-
stakeholder review. So that's what
we are doing”

He said the TRTs will begin the
review by focusing on the 28 mine
sites suspended or shut down by
the DENR,

The DENR ordered on February
2 the closure of 23 mine sites and
the suspension of operations of five
others across the country. A week
later it ordered the cancellation of
75rnineralproductionsharingagree-
ments stillin the preoperation stage
thatthe governmenthad forged with
mining companies.

“Thereview shall take of forrefer
to the existing reports conducted by
the DENR'sauditteamand Technical
Review Committee, alongwith exist-
inglaws, rulesand regulations,” said
Agabin, who heads the Legal Affairs
GroupandRevenueIntegrityProtec-
tion Service of the Department of
Finance (DOF),

He said the DENR will make its
audit findings available for the TRTs
toreview. The five TRTs will tap aca-
deme and will engage experts from
stateuniversities andcolleges tohelp
conduct the review, he sajd,

For the technical part of the re-
. view, the MICC will tap either a ge-
" ologist,, frining engineer or a met-

e
e

allurgical engineer from the private
sector, while a lawyer, also from the
Privatesector, willbe hiredtoreview
thelegal aspect.

A community relations officer
will be involved in the social aspect,
an environmental management of-
ficerwillfocus on the environmental
impact, while representatives from
thelocalgovernmentunits, the DOF,
Department of Labor and Employ-
ment, the Department of Trade and
Industry, National Economicand De-
velopment Authority, Department
of Social Welfare and Development
and other concerned government
agencies will go over the economic
aspect of the review.

The Mines and Geosciences Bu-
reau and the Environmental Man-
agement Bureau of the DENR will

_ also provide qualified technical per-

sonnel and provide available data
and records to each TRT. Agabin
said the results of the review of
the five TRTs will be submitted to
the MICC's multistakeholder TWG,

“The TWG shall then verify the
technical report before the final
presentation to the MICC,” he said.

The MICC will present the find-
ings and submit its recommenda-
tions to the Office of the President,
which shall make a final decision on
the DENR's closure and suspension
orders, Agabin said.

Agabin added the mandate of the
MICCcoversall311 miningcontracts
across the country, but the review
will first begin with the 23 sites or-
dered shut down by the DENR.

“The mines [whichjaléady.re-

e eke?

5) economic (including the effact {m

Eeivedﬁheirorders shallbe subjected
to further review by qualified indi-
vidualsjor teams designated by the
MICC. The schedule of review shall

be based on the date of receipt of the

DEN R’s} order,” Agabin said.
Ocul‘arinspections of 28 affected
mine sites and meetings with indig-
enous gr‘oups, thelocalgovernments,
armers and fishermen will be con-
ucted, if deemed necessary by the
review team, he added,

The funding for these efforts will
bediscussedwith the Department of
Budget and Management.

Besides Agabin, the MICCTWG
Il-uaef:ingt wasalso attended by DENR
j’ndersétcretaryMariaPaz Luna;and

fficialsLof the DENR legal service,
along with representatives from the
ffice of the Executive Secretary,
ffice of the Solicitor General, the
fficeofthe Chief Presidential Legal
ounselland the other government
a‘gencies called to the meeting,

The I?ENR'S closure and suspen-
ston orders will cost 17 affected cit-
ies andmpnicipalitiesin 10provinges
over P821 million annually in fore-
gpue revenues, according to updated
estimates submitted by the DOF-at-
tached Bureau of Local Government
Finance (BLGF) earlier this week.

The latest estimates, which is
an increase from the initial P§53
nilliori submitted by the BLGE, is
b%lsed on: the 100-percent compli-
ance of city and municipal treasur-
ers toa DOF order foreach of them
t submi't a report on the revenue
impact of the QENR orders on the
aﬁfecygrd ‘LGUS'.%ga Cu with PNA

A5
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MICC orders review
of mine closures

BY ANGELA CELIS

1E Technical Working Group
WG) of the Mining Industry
rordinating Council (MICC) is
rming five technical groups
it will conduct a review of
ie orders issued by the De-
wtment of Environment and

Natural Resources (DENR) on
the clesure or suspension of 28
mine sites across the country.

According to the organiza-
tional framework adopted by
the MICC's TWG, the review
will be conducted over a three-

" See MICC > Page Ad

MICC :

month period, beginning this
March. by 1he five groups
consisting of technical review
experts who, for the sake of ob-
jectivity, shall be independent
a1d have no known conflict of
interest wirh the mining sector
or any anti-mining nongovern-
ment organization,

Under the organizational
framework, these five groups
or technical review teams
C'RTs) will go over the com-
pliance of the 28 mine sites
with applicabie agreements,
submissions, laws and regula-
tions and impact of their op-
crations, taking into account
five aspects agreed upon dur-
irg the February 20 meeting
of the TW.

Each TRT shall cover these
five aspecrs that involve the
technical, legal, social, envi-
ronmenta!, and economic,
irpacts of the mining opera-
tions.

“This (review) it’s pursuang
t: Executive Order 79, and our
thrust, and as required, every
two years, the MICC should
review the mining operations,”
Finance Undersecretary Bayani
Agabin said.

The DENR ordered last Feb-
ruary 2 the closure of 23 mine
sites and the suspension of
operations of five others across
the country.

A wecek Jater, it ordered (he
canccltation of 75 mincral pro-
duction sharing agrcements
(MPSAS) still in the pre-oper-
ation stage that the govern-
ment had forged with mmm;,
companies,

“The review shall take off
or refer to the existing reports
conducted by the DENRs audit
team and Technical Review
Committee along with existing
laws, rules and regulations,”
Agabin said.

He said the DENR will make
its audit findings available for
the TRTs to review.

The five TRTs will tap the
academe and will Engitye Cx-
perts from State Universitics
and Colleges (SU(,s) 1o help
conduct the review, he said.

For the t(_chnu,'ll part of
the review, the MICC will tap
cither & geologist, mining cngi-
neerora metallurgical engineer
from the private sector, while
a lawyer, also from the private
sector, will be hired to review
the legal aspect.

A community relations of-
ficer will be involved in the
social aspect, an environmental

management officer will fc)(_‘us '
on the environmental impact:’
while representatives from tlgc '
local government units, DOF.
Department of Labor and Em--
ployment (DOLE), De p.mnufgn

of Trade and Industry (Dll)

National Economic and [)L-'
velopment Authority (NLDA)
Department of Social \Vc]fuf.
and Development (D‘»WD‘) :
and other concerned govern.

ment agencies will go over the
cconomic aspect of the review:

The Mines and (}coscicnc:cs
Bureau (MGB) and the Environ-
mental Mitnagement Buumﬂ
(EMB) of the DENR will .!I.sn-
provide gualified tC(.hI'llC:l] pm-
sonnel and provide ..n.ul.xhlc
data and records to ¢ach 1 I{T

Agabin said the results of the
review of the live TRTS will bt
submitted to the MICC's mnhi-
stakeholder TWG.

“The TWG shall then verily
the technical u_porl bc!o‘rn
the final presentation ro the
MICC,” he said.

The MICC will prcsuu lh(
findings and submit its recom-
mendations to the Office of the
President, which shall m.ikd A
final decision on the DL\H‘{ 5
closure and ‘;uspcnsmn orders,
Agabin said,

Agabin said the mandatc of
the MICC coversall 311 mining
contracts across the mumn
but the review will first bcs,m
with the 23 sites ordered shiut
down by the DENR. ¢

“The mines (which) alreagly
received their orders shall be
subjected to furthér review
by a qualificd individuals
or teams designated by the
MICC. The schedule of ¢
view shall be bascd on the
date of receipt of the DENR's
order,” Agabin said,:

(]

Ocular inspections of 28 al-
fected mine sites and meetings
with indigenous groups, the
local governments, farmers and
fishermen will he conducted
if deemed necessary by the
review teaim, he added

The funding fur these ef

< forts will be discussed with

the Department of Budget and
Management (DM,

The DENRs closure and
suspension orders will cost 17
affected cities and nwmicipali-
ties in 10 provinces over PR2
million annually in foregone
revenucs, according to apdated
estimates submitted by the
DOF-attached Bureau of Local
Government Finance (BLGEF)
earlier this weck,
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The swiftistakeholder Tochnieal
Werking Gronp (TWG) of the Mining
Tndusiry Coordinating Council
(AT s forming live technieal
Seons that will eonduci an
“olijeclive, fuet-dfinding, science-
hused™ veview of the orders issued
By ik Gepartment, of Bavi;. anent
anet Natural Resources (DIENR) on
e et or suspension of 28
e s#es across the country,

T raview will he conelieled
aver a three-month s erind,
beginning this March, hy the live
greups consisting of “technical
review experts” who, for the sake
nf obiestivity, “shall bhe
independent and {have) ne known
eonllict of intercst” with the mining
seelor o, any anti-mining ton-
government nrganization,
aceording (o the organizational
feaesznl adopted by the MICE's
TWG during ifs first meeting carlier
this wools,

Hidler the organizational
framework, these live groups or
iechnjenl review teams (TRT5) will
o over the compliance of the 28
mine siles with applicable

agreeneids, submissions, laws and
regulations and impact of theiy
operations, laking into account five
aspects ageeed upon during the
Febiury 24) mecting of the TWG,

Bach'TRT shall cover these five
aspects ihat involve 1) technical,
2}legal, 3) sovial, 4) envivonmental
aid 5) cconomic (including the
eflect an agricultural reform
areas) impacts of the mining
operations.

“This (review) it’s pursuant to
Exeeutive Order 7, and our thrust,
and as roquired, every two years,
the MICC =hould review the mining
operations,” Finance
Underscevelary Bayag Agabin said
after the MICC malti-stakeholdoy
review meetijyg,

“The MICO is supposed to do
€VeTY lwo vears a multi-
slakehoidler roview, So that’s what
we are doing,” he added

He said (he TRTs will begin the
review by focwsing on the 28 mine
sites suspended or shut down by
the DENR,

The DENR ordered Lust Feb, 2
the closnre of 23 mine sites and

COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE

i;he{suspenision of operations of
live others across the country.
 week ‘ial;ar, it ordered the
cancellation of 75 mineral
production sharing agreements
(MPSAs) still in the pre-operation
stage that the government had
forgld with rjnining companics.

“Che review shall take off or
reler to the existing reports
con(liucted lj)y the DENR's audit,
team and [Technical Review
Committee along with existing
laws, rules and regulations,” said
Agabin, wh:o heads the Legai
Affairs Group and Revenue
Inteérity Protection Service of the
Department of Finance {DoF).

He said the DENR will make
its audit findings available for the
TRTS to review.

The five |TRTs will tap the
académe and will engage experts
from state universities and colleges
(SUCE) to he!b conduct the review,
he sald.

Far the technical part of the
review, the M‘ICC will tap eithera
geologist, mining engineer or a
metallurgical engineer from the

|
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privatLa sector, while a lawyer, also
from the private sector, will be
hired }to.review the legai aspect.

A community relations officer
will be involved in the social aspeet,
an environmental management
officer will focus on (Lhe
environmental impact, while
representatives from the local
government unijts, DoF,
Department of Lahor and
Empldyment, Department of Trade
and Industry, Nationai Economic
and | evelopment Authority,
Depattment of Social Welfare and
Development, and other
concerned government agencies
will go over the economic aspect
of the|review.

The Mines and Geosciences
Bureau and the Environmental
Manalement Bureau of the DENR
will also provide qualified technical
persohnel and provide available
data dnd records to each TR,

Agabin said the results of the
review of the five TRTs will he
submitted to the MICC's
multistakeholder TWG,

“The TWG shall then veri [y the

technical report heforeithe final
presentation to the MICC)" he saiq.

The MICC will present the
findings and submit its
recommendations to the‘Ofﬁci'e of
the President, which shall rqak_é
a final decision on the DENR’S
closure and suspension orders,
Agabin said. o [

Agabin said the mandate of the

MICC covers all 311 mining’

contracts across the country, but
the review will first begin with the

23 sites ordered shut dov\:rn by: the
. ]

DENR, i
“The mines (which);alre:ady‘
received their orders shall b‘e‘
subjected to further review by a
qualified individuals of teams
designated by the MICC. [The
schedule of review shall be bgsed
on the date of receipb: of ‘the
DENR's order,” Agabin said.
Ocular inspections of 28
affected mine sites and 'eetings
with indigenous groups,rtr;le local
governments, farmers and
fishermen will be conducteid if
deemed necessary by the: rexiiew

team, he added. | F
bl




boat to make trouble”
added.
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for ‘bribe story’

By Ronnel W, Domingo
and Dona Z, Pazzibugan
@Team_Inquirer

An embattled Environment Sec-
retary Gina Lopez hitbackat the
Inquirer on Thursday for re-
porting “stories” of corruption
that she admitted were just ru-
mors, even as she urged the
powerful Commission on Ap-
pointments {CA) to give her a
chance to prove her worth.

A visibly upset Lopez hastily
called a press conference to
stress that she did not accuse
any CA member of being bribed
to reject the confirmation of her
appointment. The CA is sched-
uled to vote on her appointment
on March 1.

The Chamber of Mines of
the Philippines and a group of

.tribal chiefs from Mindanao

were among those opposing her
confirmation.

“There is no implication or |

accusation of any corruption

here. It's not fair for me to ac- |

cuse anyone and I just heard
stories,” Lopez said on Thurs-
day.

The Inquirer reported earli-
er this week that Lopez told
members of the Rotary Club of

- Makati of an alleged bribe offer

of Pse million for every CA
member who
against her after she ordered
the closure of 23 mines and the
scrapping of 75 mining con-
tracts.

She did not name names,
and neither did she say where ,
she got the information.

But she said then: “I'was told |
every congressman was offered |
Pso million if they voted agamst

%me. Well, peopie talk. Let the
" dice fall where it may.”

; Allegation made casually
In a turnaround, however,
Lopez | on Thursday admitted
I that she could not substantiate
.her clalm stressing that she

i made the allegation “casually.”
I “I would never have said it in
" a press con, but since the In-
quirer}put that on (paper), it is
; unfalrly implicating people who

would vote |1 have met at the Commission

i on Appomtments who I know to
be homnest,” she said.

“I am not accusing anyone of
corruptlon [ heard stories and
there is no evidence at all. I said
it casﬁally and it was not appro-
priate, for Inquirer to put it
down| as if it was an official
! staternent. It’s not fair to the CA.
It tooks like they're rocking the

24 FEB 1017

she

Lopez said she did not mean

ronmentalists were targeted.
She, however, has not received
any threats, she added.

so they could face investigation.

Otherwise, she was just

“merely| engaging in innuendo

to imply that any congressman
was on the take “because there
was just no evidence.”

“Why do you put that? The
way they worded it it’s as if peo-
ple are on the take. It's not true
at all. [ play it clean. I don't even
accuse if there's no evidence,”
she continued.

Lopez, whose family owns
the ABS-CBN media network,
said she would not have men-
tioned the alleged bribe-had she
known there was a reporter
around.

Irresponsibility
She also said she had her se-
curity detail beefed up, citing
that the Philippines ranked sec-
ond in the world where envi-

But two CA members criti-

cized Lopez on Thursday, accus-

ing her of sowing intrigue ahead -

of the confirmation hearing.

“It is the height of irrespon-
sihility,” said Iloilo City Rep. Jer-
ry Treiias, the assistant minori-
ty leader on the CA, a constitu-
tional body composed of sena-
tors and House members with
the power to approve or disap-
prove appointments made by
the President.

“I was personally hurt by her
statement,” Trefias told the In-
quirer.

Isabela Rep. Rodolfo Albano
111, the CA’s majority leader, said
Lopez should name the people
she claimed were involved in
this “alleged attempted bribery”

and intrigues,” Albano said.
i “Is that an example of how
he willlrun the DENR (Depart-
ent of Environment and Natu--
al Resources) should she be
¢onﬁrm:ed?" he said.
! House Majority Leader
Rodolfo‘ Farihas said Lopez’s
|unfa1r remark “now puts un-
due pressure on the way they
(the CA) will vote.”

| Environmentalists
. Even so, environmentalists
led by Antonlo OposaJr. and So-
nia Mendoza of the Mother
arth |Foundation expressed
their [“all-out support” for
‘Lopez and called for her imme-
diate confirmation. —wiTH A Re-
'PORT EROM DI YAP INQ.
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Gina retracts bribery
claim, says no proo

By Rio N. Araja
and Christiné E. Herrera

ENVIRONMENT Secretary Re-
gina Lopex retracted on Thursday
her accusation that members of
the  Conunission on  Appoint-
ments each reccived a P30-mil-
lion bribe to bleck her confirma-
tion,

Al a news conference, Lopez
said she was not aceusing the CA
members and said she did not
have any proul of the bribes.

“I am not aceusing anyone, |
don’t have e evidence. 1 was
Just telling [about the supposed
bribe] casually. | don’t have any
idess. This is miy first time in poli-
tics,” she wold reporters,

She said she called a press
bricfing to immediately clarify

her statement.

“You can gquote me on (his. Pol-
itics is really messy. Afl | wunt 1o
do is just to save water,” she said.
referring to her plan to closc 75
mining companics operating i
watershed areas.

Afier giving a talk about envi-
ronmental protection belore the
Makati Business Club Tuesday.
Lopez said she was “worricd
about the CA.”

“I just answered  casualiy.
{But] There was no press [in that
event], [ said] I heard there was
P50 million,” she said.

“I don’t know [all] those
congressmen in the CA. Some
people [there] T know because
[ ike them, like [Manita Rep.
Rosenda Ann] Sandy Ocampo.”

Next page

Gina...
from Al

Lopez said Ocampo had helped
her once in one of her river system
projects in Manila,

She also expressed her approval
of A-Teacher Rep. Julieta Cortuna
and Davao Oriental Rep. Joel Al-
mario, as well as Valenzuefa City
Rep. Wes Gatchalian.

She blamed the Philippine Daily
Inquirer for coming out with an‘ar-
ticle based on her “casual” remarks
before the Makati Business Club.

“I really heard there’s a big kitty
{out] there to make sure { don't get
confirmed. That’s what I heard but
I don’t have the evidence,” she said.

She appealed 1o the CA f‘o give
her the chance to “clean the De-
partment of Environment and Nat-
ural Resources. That is my|prom-
ise to the President”

She said someone was just
“rocking the boat to cause lrbublc.”

“T am not hitting anyone‘.1

She admitted there are corrupt
agency officials,

“1 know there is corruption at
the DENR. Any regulatory body is
a seabed of corruption.” she'said.

Lopez met with about 50 MBC
members on Tuesday, during
which she said that she was told
that every congressmen was of
fered PSQ million if they voted
against her confirmation.

She said she, had met, briefly..

with President Rodrigo Duterte
"about the mining closures.

“The President backs my deci-
sion,” she said.

Lopez, however, lost the sup-
port of Almario, who chidedl her for
making “irresponsible accusations”
against the members of the CA.

He said he now agrees with
Lopez’s detractors that she lis “up-
fit for the position.” ‘

“l have manifested in our CA
meetings of the House contingent
that 1 may perhaps vote to confirm
her as | see her [as] incorruptible.”
Almario said.

As a matter of fact, Almario
said, he even jssued a press/release
supportirig Lopez’s closure orders

of mining operations and urged
her to terminate or suspend DENR
employees and officials who is-
sued permits to these operations
during the past administration.

“But her irresponsible and
swegeping accusation shows there is
some truth to what her detractors
have been saying all along against
her as unfit for the position” Al-
mario said,

“And now as one of the 12 con-
gressman-menbers of the Com-
mission on Appointments, 1 am in-
cluded as a suspect to her sweeping
accusations,” he said.

In another news conference in
Quezon City, various non-govern-
meni agencies came forward to
support the confirmation of Lopez
on March 1.

In an eight-minute video post-
ed on her Facebook page, Lopez
turned emotional and addressed
her detractors, particularly a few of
the mine owners, and called them
“very greedy.”

Before the business group,
Lopez had said: “My confirma-
tion is on March 1. Let the dice fall
where it may. 1 dont care. | was
told that every congressinan was
offered P50 mitlion if they voted
against me. I don't know. I heard
there’s a kitty out there, | don't
know, that’s people talking,”

CA member isabela Rep. Rodol-
fo Rodito Albano 111 chided Lopez
and advised her to “stop acting like
a prima donna.”

“She lieard? She just beard and
she took it already as gospe! truth?
What's her motive far making it
public? [So} that when the con-
gressmen voted against her, people
would think the CA members got
bribed?” Albano said.

Following  Lopez's  state-
ment against the lawinakers, the

12-member House contingent, led
by its chairman San Juan City Rep.
Ronaldo Zamora, canceled the
“courtesy call” sought by Lopez
with the House contingent.

Zamora said’ the contingent
would just see Lopez on Wednes-
day during her confirmation hear-
ing.
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Para ‘di makumirnu sa CA
Sec.Lopez:Solons
inalok ng P50-M nara

humeoto

IBINUNYAG kahapon
ni Environment Sec. Gina
Lopecz na may mga
mambabatas na inalok ng
P50 milyon kapalit ng
pag-boto laban sa kani-
yang confirmation.

lto’y matapos niyang
iutos ang pagpapasara sa
23 minahan; at ibasura ang
75 mining contracts na
nakakaapektlo sa mga wa-
tershed areas.

Hindi naman tinukoy ni
Lopez kung sino ang nanu-
hol sa mga kongresista, at
hindi rin niya binanggit
kung kanino niyaito nala-
man.

May nag-sabi aniya sa
kaniya na bawat kongre-
sista ay inalok ng P50 mi-
Iyon sakaling bumoto ang
mga ito laban sa kaniva.

Ayon kay Lopez batid
niyang makakaapekto ang
kaniyang mga naging desi-
syon sa kaniyang confir-
mation dahil pinopon-
dohan ng mga minahan ang
mga political campaigns.

Aniya pa, hindi na niya
alam kung ane paang inga
susunod na mangyayari
kaya ginagawa na lang niya
kung ano ang tama,

Nakatakda na ang pag-
punta ni Lopez sa Com-
mission on Appointment
sa March | para sa kani-

yang confirmation hearing. -

Samantala, sinabi naman
i Lopez na nang makau-
sap niya si Pangulong
Rodrige Duterie noong
Lunes, patuloy pa rin
ang pagsuporta nito sa
kaniva.
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By Ryan Ponce Pacpaco

THE House contingent to the 12-man powerful Com-
mission on Appointments (CA) yesterday told Envi-
ronment Secretary Gina Lopez to stop acting like a
“prima donna” at the expense of lawmakers and
prove that she deserves her position. )

Isabela Rep. Rodolfo “Rodito” Albano 111, a CA
member, stressed this after Lopezmadea “sweeping
allegation” that congressmen were bribed P50 mil-
lion each to vote against her confirmationbefore the

“] challenge Secretary Lopez to stop acting like a
prima donna and instead explain why she deserved to
be a DENR secretary despite strong opposition against
her confirmation by several sectors,” said Albano.

Lopez, on Wednesday, also stepped up her attacks
againsthercrih’cs,particularly themediaand the miners,
starting her tirades in an eight-minute video posted on
her Facebook page after her “daily meditation” carly
morning that she said made her address the issues
against her “really in a calm way.”

Albano said the allegation of Lopez against CA

AT AV T

AP Y

members about the 50 million bribe lo voteagainst her
confirmation is baseless and unfaunded.

Hesaid Lopez is complicating her situation because
she has not been answering valid queries about the
miningindustry. !

“She's making things difficult for herself. As it is,
thereare valid mining-related issties she has to explain,
She made the situation worse,” said Albano.

“Otherwise, sheis me#‘ely engaging ininnuendoand
intrigue. Iwasinclined to suppott heruntil this irrespon-
sible and unfounded statement fram her,” said Lopez.

The CA is headed by San Judn City Rep. Ronaldo
Zamora, whose family owns Nickel Asia Corp., one of
the largest mining companies in the country.

TheChamber of Minesof the Bhilippineshas filed an

" opposition to the confirmation of Lopez, who has or-

dered theclosure of 23 mines, suspensionof fiveand the
cancellation of 75 mine preduction-sharing agreements
foratlegedly destroying mountainsand watershedsand
pollutingrivers. ]

Lopez is also under fire at the House of Representa-
tives for ignoring invitfltions to hearings on mining-
related bills. : ‘
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A HOUSE contingent to the 12-man powerful
Commission on Appointments (CA) Yesterday
dared Environment Sec, Gina Lopez to stop
acting like a “prima donna” at the expense
of lawmakers and prove that she deserves

her position. “_IPage?

Ermn Page 1

Isabela Rep. Rodolfo
“Rodito” Albano III, a CA
majority leader, stressed
this afler Lopez made a
“sweeping allegation”
that congressmen were
bribed P50 million each
to vote against her con-
firmation hefore the CA.

“I challenge Sec, Lo-
pez to stop acting tike a
prima donna and instead
explain why she deserves
to be a DENR secretary
despite sirong opposilion
ugainst. her confirmation
by several scctors,” said

- altacks against her crit-

ics, particularly the me-
dia and the miners,
starting her tirades in
an eight-minute video
posted on her Facehook
page after her “daily
meditation™ early morn-
ing that she said made
her address the issucs
against her “really in a
calm way,”

Albano said the allegn-
tion of Lopez against CA
members about the P50
million offer ta voto apainst
her confirmation is haso-
less and unfounded,

She said Lopez is com-

about the mining industry.,
“She’s making things
difficult for herself, As it
is, there are valid mining-
related issues she has %
explain. She made the si
uation worse,” said Albang,
“Otherwige, she i
merely engaging in innut
ende and infrigue. T wa
inelined to support hetp
until this irresponsible and
unfounded statement
from her,” said Albano, |
The CA.is being head:
ed by San Juan City Rep:
Ronaldo Zamora, whosé
family owns Nickel Asid
Corp., one of the Iargcs¥

Mings of the Philippines
has filed an oppesition to
the confirmation of Lo-
pez, who has ordered the
closure of 23 mines, sus-
pension of five and the
cancellation of 75 mine
.production-sharing
agreements for allegedly
destroying mountains
and watersheds and pol-
luting rivers,
Lopez is also under
t the House of Rep-
entatives for ignoring
nvitations several
on hearings aboul
p-related bills.
Ponce Pacpaco

fire o

res

the
times
minir
Ryan

Albano, plicating her situation bd- mining companies in the
LOPEz“. Lopez, on Wednes- *cause she has not been country. .
day, also stepped up her  answering valid queriek The Chamber of
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FNVIRONMENT secretary Re-
gina Lopez said President Du-
terte had backed her decision
t> ban mining in watershed
areas at a meeting carlier this
week, winning his support
« nce more for her crackdown
cn the sector. o

“l met the president Mon-
day... There was a NEDA board
mecting and then I met the
president lor a few minutes

suspended.

Lopez also ordered (he can-
cellation of 75 mining con-
LEaCts, or nearly a third of min-
eral production sharing agrec-
ments for mines that have yet
to go into production, for being
located in watershed areas.

This developed as more min-
ing firms disclosed they re-
ceived orders  the from the
DENR and said they will be
cxhausting legal measures to
overturn them.

Lopez reiterated her stance
on Thursday. saying she would
not allow mining at the expense
of the environment and people
who depend on seas and farms
for their livelihood, Lopez also
repeated that her decisions
wore above hoard,

"Every step of the way, [ fol-
lowed due process,” she said,

.b';chkS mining

before he went into the room.
I told him that I just want to
assurc that 1 followed duc proc-
ess and that I really belicve that
we should not mine inside our
watersheds. He agrecd (with)
me,” the environment chief
told reporters in a bricling
yesterday.,

Duterte who warncd last
year the Philippines could
survive without a mining sec-

Lopuz said added she is con-
fident that with the president's
support, the DENR decision
will not be overturned cspe-
cially that she followced due
process. “His (Duterte) interest
is due process but 1 can show
proofl that every step of the
wiy, I followed due process, T
followed it from beginning up
untit to the end and even in the
beginning, T am backed up hy
the [aw," Lopez added.

The recent moves by Lopez,
a staunch environmentalist
long before she joined Du-
terte’s cabinet last Junc, have
angered domestic miners many
of whom have appealed their
case with the president.

Miners that lave filed appeals
with Duterte can continue oper-
aling unless he rules otherwise.

A mining industry group has

Zamboanga del Sur since there is
neither violation. of the terms of
theagreement norofany law, rule
or regulation that would merit it,

The company said it received
on Feb. 17, 2017 from the
DENR the show causc letter
dated Feh. 13, 2017.

“Itis on this basis that TVIRD

ban 1n wat

tor had supported Lopez’s
decision this month to|shut
over half the country's mines.
But he later did not rulé out
reviewing her order :lmir[.l the
potential revenue losses from
mining,

“He said: ‘T agree withlyou.
Don’t worry, you arc my |cabi-
net secretary and 1also believe
that there should be no mining
in watersheds’,” Lopez|said

ersh

dIcas

recalling her meeting with the
president, -

Lopez on February 2 ordered
the closure of 23 of 41 mines
in the world's top nickel ore
supplier for environmental
violations, saying muny of them
were in watershed zones that
threaten water supply and qual-
ity. Another five mines were

See DUTERTE»™ Page A4

DUTERTE

said the mining closures land
suspensions would affect) 1.2
million people.

The Chamber of Mines of the
Philippines last week sought to
block Lopez's appoimrnent,’say—
ing her recent moves showed
an “undeniable bias” againstr the
sector. Lopez is among a few
cabinet members who have yet
to be confirmed by Cong}css
and her next confirmation hear-
ing is on March 1, |

Amid the uproar, a govement
interagency panel will have its
own review of the 28 affected
mines that will begin in March and
will take three months.

Benguet Corp, and subsidiary
Benguet Corp. Nickel Mi:ncs
Inc. filed 2 notice of appeal to
the office of the px‘esiden} in
connection with thé cancella-
tion orders dated February 8,

vchemently assails inthe strong-
est lerms the arhitratry dccis‘i(m
of the DENR to cancel its Bata-
hag MPSA and the cnmpILclc
abscnce of respect for the sine-
tity of contracts entered int(? by
both parties tor their CONMIGR
development,” said Eugene
Mauteo, TVIRD presicient,

2017 DENR,

NiHAO Mineral Resources
International Inc. said sub-
sidiary Mina Tierra Gracia, Inc.
(MTGI) received a show cause .
letter dated Feb, 13, 2017 from
the DENR requiring them to
explain why its Mineeal Produc-
tion Sharing Apreement should
not be cancelled for being situ-
ated within a watershed area,

“Contrary to social media pro-
nouncement and news reports,
the show cause léuter from the
DENR is not a closure order.
MTGI will respond to the show
cause letter in due course,” the
company said,

TVI Resource Development
Philippines Inc. (TVIRD) said

-there is no ground to validly

cancel, terminate or suspend its
MPSA with the government for
its Balabag GoldsSilver prospect in

e S L P



2

et e g g

INETIAYS

Gina

ELOW, an excerpted
.Breprinr of my April 13,

1996 column
Marcopper disaster:

There was an urgency to get
{or Marcopper, the ECC exten-
sien for unother 10 years, Mar-
copper is in big trouble for its
illc gal mining, What happened
at their mines?

When one digs deep cnough,
one reaches a depth where
wilter starts filling up the hole,
making the pit a2 mud pond.
Onz way 1o get rid of the flood
is 1o put a horizontal lunnef
thie will drain the witer from
the pit, Thereafter, the dig-
ging/mining can continue, As
the waker rises, it runs Off the
tunaei. There comes a point
when the hole gets oo deep
that it is no longer profitable
for the alicn owners to contin-
ue digging. The tunnel is uni-
ble 1o drain the flood, It is then
tine (o abandon the ol mine,
nd s1art digging a new haole.

Mining in this new hole brings
1P great quantities of soil and
febris. Where 1o dump? Un.
oad all inco the firse pit, the pit
vith the wnnel. Byt first, the
unnel has gor 1o be blocked,
ciled, so that the new debris
CMAINS intact in the hole; its
‘crmancnt burial place,

The old pit, the one with the

locked tunnel leading o the

VI, continues o be loaded

‘ith more mine tailings from

1€ New pit. year after year. It

on the

is possible that hecause of (he
volume of the debris loaded
into the old pit, that the block-
age developed seepage,

Such situation must e Lumil-
iar to John Loney, The open-
ing of the old mine's tunnel
was sealed. The seepage was
ignored. Last month, March 24,
this blockage bugst, Chenical-
loaded mine tailings, 1.5 million
cubic meters, ran down from
the mine, bursting the tunnel,
surging down the Boac river
communitics toward Laylay Bay.

How bad? A radio intervicw-
cr asked the then Direcior Pu-
nongbayan of Philvoles, 11 one
were to helieve Mr., P, there's
nothing to worry about, At (he
onset, he volunteered that no
one paid him to say what he
bad to say. Mr. P saigl he suck
his hand in the Boac river, and

Lopez--Marcopper’s I
"~ DAHL ' '

L . o " 4 3
Jobn Loongy, in Jrontiofa |
crowd, swallowed one Single |
_ [or)éfzfl of stemed Bv'ac }E.rb. '
Lidible; not contaminared,
this M, arcopper president
Slaunted.’ : P

ERA

1

hothing happened to'his hand.
Hand did not fa off, nor did
the skin peel off, nor itch, T‘his
o Mr. P means that Boac river
is a-okay, :

What about the fish? There
ar¢  dead fish floating, in-
sists the patient interviewer,
Those fish may have drowm:jd.
Drowned fish? What about the
ecological balance of the :1réa,
such as the birds and f()“:fl,
asked the exasperated inter-
viewer. Oh, the birds are sl
there-T spotted a kingfishdr,
Mr, P said, '

Diyos ko. Unto Your hands
I commend Boac Rivc‘r,
Marinduque. [End of my col-
umn of 21 years ago, April 13,

1996.)

sesksk
God bless you, Ging Lopez,
President  Duterte's cabinet

sacy
[
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member now concerned with
Boac residents suffering from
chemical pollution ailments,
She is stopping the billions
in net profit from illegail min-
ing raked in by mine owners,
Marinduque residents periph-
ery of abandoned Mircopper
mines are victims of dilments
and deprivation thay Secretary
Lopez is attending to.

Exploited underground min-
ers living a hand-to-mouth ex.
istence decade after decade,
are today themselves begging
to ailow the illegal mines to
stay open. They worry about
being  withouys johs.  They
refuse to believe ‘the govern-
ment and Gina Lopez: That
the resources of the mines
will thereafier be for the
benefit of loeal residents, in-
stead of all the resources go-
ing to the foreign companies’
millionaire  owners, mostly
abroad,

Miners' leaders worry that
they all might starve 1o death
withowt jobs in these illegal
mine closings. This argument
was used when Clirk and Subje
were o close-“Don’t close the
bases. The GROs and prosti-
tutes will die of starvation,” To
date, nonc of the military bases
girls had died from starvation
and joblessness. They all found
less degrading, respectable,
safer means of livelihood.

ook :
Dahliaspillera@yahoo.com
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It is with comfort that we assume these practices have ended under
the Duterte/Lopez administra!tion of the DENR, However, the contro-
versy over the moves by Environment Secretary Regina Paz L. Lopez to
suspend certain mining operations and cancel some 75 mineral produc-
tion sharing agreements is not going to go away soon,

Issues of the transparency of the decisions and due process are
probably going to be decided be the courts, and that is both a necessary
and important development. It is vitally important the mining industry
be held to the letter of the law and is equally vital the government prop-
erly enforces the law.

The legal mandate of the DENR, as stated in Executive Order 192,
LL power tends to corrupt; absolute power fSeries of 1987, says: "T}'lere isja neeali to protect and enhance Fhe qual-
cotrupts absolutely," aCCOI'ding to British ity of the country’s env1¥onmﬁnt. Itis hereby declared the policy of the
historian Lor d Acton. Perhaps, no govern- State to ensure the sustainableluse, development, management, renewal

lfat()trrl%r;ncy has more absolute power than and conservation of the country's forest, mineral, land, off-shore areas
ment ¢

and other natural resources”. '
3 S
artment 015 E,IlVlll’OFlfment ilriﬁ I\jatggii R:S?:):]rce But also part of the mandate is to “increase the productivity of natu-
). Although rarely, if ever, talked a ) -

\
: . ral resources in order to meet the demands for forest, mineral and land
1y member of the mining industr bi off the re- resources of a growing population” and to “enhance the contribution of

nd you will hear stories of the corruption in the natura}resourcesfor.a‘chievingrixatic‘)rnalc'eco.nc;)mi::a.m.dso.ciajldevelo;')ment”.

during past administrations. thle Lopez declares she is not antimining’, it is difffcult_ to find any
series of statements from her about enhancing the contribution of natu-

- ‘ ralresources, including mineral wealth, for achieving national economic
and social development.

Further, nowhere in the DENR mandate is there a call to pick busi-
ness-sector winners and losers in favoring “green jobs™ over mineral-
wealth extraction.

Lopez calls reference to the ecotourism project of Ugong Rock in
Puerto Princesa, which is a sucjcess and can be duplicated across the na-
tion. However, can we assume that the DENR is currently and actively
cataloging other sites for a similar program?

Mining operations must protect the environment. But how can we
compare a 25- to 50-year mining project, delivering sustainable revenue
and employment, to that of Ugong Rock? It is unlikely tourists will re-
turn year after year for an annual pilgrimage to ride the zip line. Both
are necessary, but this is an apples and mangoes comparison.

Now that the DENR has taken the first step of shutting down certain
miningoperations, canwe expect thatillegal mining—whichis equallyor
evenmore destructiveto the environment—will come underprohibition?

The current estimated value of the total proven mineral resources of
the nation is $2.1 trillion. If the DENR—and Congress—is not willing
or capable of fulfilling its legal ‘obligation to “ensure equitable sharing of
the benefits derived therefrom for the welfare of the present and future
generations of Filipinos”, then|the country has a problem.
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feging Lopuz

Ex-yoga missionary unleas_es |
rage on Philippine miners

AFTER TWO decades as o yopa
missionary, Philippine Environ-
ment Secretary Regina Lopez is
unleashing her inner rage on the
mining industry while aiming for
Bhutan-style gross national hap-
piness.

Ms. Lopez has in recent months
moved global commodily markets
with a campaign to close roughly
two-thirds of the existing mines
in the Philippines, which is the
world’s biggest supplier of nickel
ore and a major source of copper.

For the 63-year-old, her sud-
den elevation by firebrand Presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte to govern-
ment last year after a lifelime
of spiritual and environmental
pursuits has presented an un-

expected chance to bring abou
radical change in society.
“This is a golden opportunity
to do the right thing” Ms. Lopez, !
popularly known as Gina, told
AFP in an interview on Wednes-
day at her bustling Manila office
as she explained her determina-
tion to take on the mining indus-
try. ’
“Not everyone has the guts and
the wherewithal to stand on big
business’ toes. Right now I have
that platform.” —AFP

L
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| * smartphone or by yping the fink
[a <https://goe.gl/THxE9Dk>
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HIND! toloo ang sinasabi ng ilang negosyante
namalaki ang koniribusyon ng minahan sakabanng
Pilipinas. Ang rason: Ang malaking bahagi raw ng
mga ginto ay palthim na inaangkat patungong Hong
Kong.

Kadalasan, nangyayari raw ang puslitan sa
rehiyon ng Mindanao, kung saan maraming mina-
han at kaunti lang ang tauhan ng gobyerno para
magbantay sa iligal na gawain,

Tinatayang mga 34 bilyon o nasa P200 bilyon
sa pera natin, ang naitakas ng mga minero mula
noong 2005 hanggang 2015,

Malaking bahaging ‘smupgling’ na ito ay ginawa
noong panahon ni dating Pangulong Noynoy
Aquino.

Ang perang ito na nawala ay nagamit sana ng
gobyemo para mapaayos ang ating ekonomiya at
imprastruktura, mapataas ang sahod ng mga guro at
sundalo at mapaayos ang sistema ng edukasyon.

Kaya tama si Secretary Gina Lopez ng De-
pariment of Environment and Natural Resources
na pigilan ang mgailigal na. minahan.

Marami pa ring korup at hindi pa kaya ng
Pilipinasang malawakang pagbabantay ng industriya
ng minahan naang mganaglalaroay malalaking tao
na walang pakialam sa pagwasak ng ating kalikasan.

Noong panahon ni Aquino, higit 24 na kum-
panyang Tsino ang pumasok sa negosyong pag-
mimnina ng ginto.

Alam ng lahat na si Aquino, kasama na ang
kandidato ng Partido Liberal noong 2016 nasi Mar
Roxas, ay malapit sa mga mayayamang minero at
todoe ang suporta nila sa industriyang ito.

Noong kampanya para sa eleksiyon ng 2016,
madalas na ginagamitni Roxas ang mga helicoplerat
eroplanoni Eric Gutierrez, ang may-ari ng San Roque
Metals (SRMI), isa sa pinakamalaking minahan sa
bansa.

Si Congressman Edgar Erice, ang tagapagsalita
ng Partido Liberal, ay naging chainman din ng SRMI.

Ayon sa datos mufa sa UN, Comtrade o Uni-
ted Nations International Trade Statistics Databuse,
sinabing Hong Kongna $5.3 bilyong gintoang kani-
tang nakuha sa Pilipinas mula noong 2005 hanggang
2015,

Ngunit, ang ulat mula sa Pilipinas ay sinabing
$1.1 bilyong ginto lamang ang kanilang na-‘export’
patungong Hong Kong.

Saan napunta ang $4.2 bilyon na ginto? Ang
pagkakaibang itoraw ang halaga ng gintonailigal na
naitakas palabas ng Pilipinas.

Mga 86 na porsiyento mw ng ‘smuggling’ na ilo

Mga may-ari ng mming
company, malamang daw na
pondohan ang mga kilns-
protesta laban kay P-Illgung

ay nangyari noong panahon ni Aquino. L -

Dahil samalawakang pagpuslitng ating likas na
kayamanan, ginto ang naging nurniero unong ‘import”
ng Hong Kong mula sa Pilipinas.

May ginawang imbestigasyon ang Asian Séntinel
lungkol dito at ito ang:sinabi nila sa kmnlnng ulatna
ang pamagat ay “China’s Filipino Gold Rush'
“Isang malawak at lumalaking ilog ng ginto na
karamihan ay iligal ang hinuhulkay mula sa Pilipinas
ng mga kumpanyang Tsino at pumapasok daw ito
sa Hong Kong bago ito iparating sa Tsina,

Ang mgaminahan na Tsino ay kadalasang iligal
atsilaraw ang nag-aangkat ng ginto, mkelal ibapang
mahahalagang mineral palabas ng mga daungan ng
Pilipinas kung saan walang nagbabantay na Customs
atmarami rin daw ang mga opisyal na korup.”
Sinabivin ng Reuters sa isang ulatnoong Agosto
2012:“Ang pangunahing plnmggngalmgan ng gm-
tong pumapasck sa Hong Kong ay ang Plhpmas

Bagaman, lumabas ang mga bal:tang ito noong
panahon ni Aquino, wala raw itong ginawa para ito
ay pigilan. Katunayan, tumaas pa raw ang b1lang ng
na-smuggle na ginto mula $590 milyon noong 2012,
pataas ng $716 milyon noong 2013.
Ayon sa batas, dapat ay 60 porsnycnto ng mgd
gintong namimina sa bansa ay ibinebenta sa Banpko
Sentral ng Plllpmas, para lumaki ang ahn? ‘interna-
tional reserves’. May buwis din dapat ang, bawat
pagbebenta ng ginto. Mayroong 5 porﬁlyento na
witholding tax at 2 porsiyento na excise tax sa ginta.
Dahil F222 bilyon ang naitakas ng mga minero,
nawalan ang Republikang Pilipinas ng P14 bilyong
buwis. Perasana ito para sa bayan at sa mamamayan.

Galit daw ngayon kina Digong at Ginaang mga
mayayamang Iminero.

At malamang daw dahil sa galit na ito ay popon-
dohan nila ang kilos ng mga dilawané grupo na
nagnanais pabagsakin ang administrasyong Duterte.
Papayag ba ang taumbayan'dito?

PR
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Canadian mining flrml No
basis for termination of MPSA

BY JAMES GALVEZ

7*@ WHE local unit of Canada’s TVI Pacific
2 Inc. on Thursday stressed that there
% is no valid ground to cancel, suspend
or terminate its Mineral Production Shar-
ing Agreement (MPSA) with the Philippine
government, saying there is no government
proclaimed watershed within its Balabag
gold-silver project in Zamboanga del Sur.
“There is neither violation of

!

Atty. Eugene Mateo said in light

the terms of the MPSA nor of any
law, rule or regulation that would
merit its cancellation, termination
or suspension,” TVIRD President

of the recent proclamation to
rescind the MPSAs of 75 mining
companies on the basis of their
projects being located in "func-

tional watersheds,”

Mateo cited that Section 19 of
Republic Act 7942 (or the Phlllp-
pine Mining Act) provides that ap
plications for mining permit shall
not be allowed in “proclaimed
watershed forest reserves,” thus
preventing the issuance of minin‘g
permits in these areas,

“In line with this, we can say
that the Balabag Project is not
located within the vicinity of any
lake, spring or tributary enumer-
ated in the country’s list of pro-
claimed watershed forest reserves
or any critical watershed that a‘re
included in the National Map-
ping and Resource Information

Authority (NAMRIA} and National
Integrated Protected Areas System
(NIPAS),” he said.

Also, in answer to the assertion
that DENR's review of the said
MPSA “shows that the contract
area is within a watershed, such
that in case mining operation will

-be pursued therein, said operation,

given its extractive and disruptive
nature, is likely to cause impair-
ment of the ecclogical functions
of that watershed,” Mateo said
the agency neither specified which
particular watershed It is referri ng
to nor did it indicate what particu-
lar functions are being referenced,
he added.

L
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Because of the lack of a study
or facts with more substantial ref-
erences to offer than the phrase
“likely to cause impairment,”
Mateo said that TVIRD deems
the cancellation of the MPSA (o
have no merit.

"The entire land mass of the
Philippines is covered by wa-
tersheds and all environmenta]
professionals are aware that any
project regardless of its kind and
location throughout the country is
within a watershed,” he said,

He added that agricultural proj-
ects, water supply dams, hydropow-
er projects and urban development
are just a few activities that have
significant impacts on the watershed
environment and certainly may
impair the ecological functions of
watersheds. Some even more so
than mining projects,

However, many of these projects
have moved forward in spite of
this, he said.

By vittue of its MPSA, Mateo said
TVIRD was among the rining com-
panies the govemment had invited to
invest in Philippine mining projects
and with whom the government
signed contracts as partners in minerai
resource development.

“On this basis, TVIRD invested

i in the development of Balabag and
established environmental and
social programs for the overall sus-
tainability of its sutrounding com-
munities including the indigenous
Subanens,” he addd.

As of December 2016, TVIRD
has invested in excess of P1.5 bil-
lion to advance the Balabag proj-
ect (located within the Balabag

management time, maintenance
expenditures and necessary Capex
to bring the project on-stream will
easily bring investments to approx-

MPSA) while head office costs, "

;i

FRIDAY , £

Febuary 24, 2017

imately 3.0 billion, Mateo said,

“By entering into these contracts
{MPSAs), both government ang
the company are bound to operate
in the spirit of fairness and due
process. In the case of violations,
the law provides for a procedure
that includes the filing of ap-[
propriate cases and invoking the
arbitration clause of the mining
agreements. The law further pro-
vides that such decisions should
be based on reviews conducted
by the DENR’s Mines and Geosci-
ences Bureau,” he said.

It was only on February 17
that TVIRD received from the
DENR the show cause letter
dated February 13,

‘It is on this basis that TVIRD
vehemently assails in the strongest
terms the arbitrary decision of the
DENR to cancel its Balabag MPsA
and the complete absence of tespect
for the sanctity of contracts entered
into by both paties for their com.
mon development,” Mateo said.

"Moreover, as TVIRD stands
on the threshold of operating in
Balabag, who then will sustain the
development already.put in place
- and on which the company, the
LGU and the communities’ com.-
mon progress hinge?” he added,

The spirit of social justice

TVIRD Operations Vice Presi.
dent Jake Foronda said that he
“believes that social justice is not
mutually exclusive to a single en-
lity, organization or agency. But
rather, it is the humanization of
laws and the equalization of social
and economic forces so that jus-
tice may be delivered, a principle
that the Company has espoused
in protecting its communites’
inaltenabie rights and indigenous
cultures. and the equitable distri-
bution of resources.”

1 OWER HALE
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Philex scores huge
profits from’large-
scale’mining
BY EMETERIO Sd. PEREZ

Columnist

(First of a series)

LUBLIC investors, who trade on listed stocks,
need only to access the website of the
Philippine Stock Exchange for a summary of
information about Philex Mining Corp., a listed
company that uses PX as its market symbol.
Under “company information,” Philex ex-
plains the primary purpose of its corporate
existence. Incorporated on July 19, 1955, it'is
“primarily engaged in mining activities.”

»PerezB2

# PEREZ FROM A1

Philex scores huge profits
- from‘large-scale’ mining

“The company and its subsid-
faries,” Philex informed investors
through the PSE website, “are
organized into two main business
groupings.” It said it the metals
business is "under PX, Philex
Gold Philippines Inc, (PGP1) and
Silangan Mindanao Mining Co.
Inc, (SMMCI). The energy and
hydrocarbon business is “under
Philex Petroleurn Corp.”

Philex Petroleum has been re-
named PXP Energy Corp., which,
like Philex which ownsit, isalsoa
listed company. (More on PXP in
another Due Diligencer.)

If Philex’s mining activities
are comprehensive, perhaps,
they could also be described
as "intensive.”

Is Philex, by the way, also en-
gaged in restoring the mountains,
where it had profited from finds
such as gold, silver and copper, to
their "pristine glory?”

7

28 pucecer

.. EMETERIO
# Sd. PEREZ

Indirect owner

The Indonesian-owned First Pa-
cific Co. Lid. is not listed among
Philex's top 100 stockholders but
is an indirect stockholder of the
Philippines’ biggest mining com-
pany through its subsidiaries and
affiliates. One of them, Asia Link
BV, even topped the list as of Dec.
31, 2016 with 1.023 billion PX
common shares, or 20.71 percent.

However, Twin Rivers Pacific

Holdings, a significant stock-
holder, is identified as "Filipi-
no,” when, in fact, it belongs to
the First Pacific group. 1t holds
738.871 million PX common
shares, or 14.96 percent.

" Hagn't anyone noticed any
relation between Twin Rivers and
First Pacific by the former’s use of
“Pacific” in its corporate name?

If the public investors are inter-
ested to know how an Indonesian
company is related to Philex, they
should ask the officials of the

A
oyl

Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion. If they don't have any access
1o anyone among the regulators
but have extra funds to spend to
satisfy their curiosity, they can do
their own research by going over
the corporate files of Philex's top
100 stockholders.

‘Large-scale’ mining

Through the PSE wel‘)site, Phil‘ex
defined for the publicinvestors its
mining activities by emphasizing
that "PX and its subsidiaries are
primarily engaged in large-scale
exploration, develt?pmem am:‘}
utilization of mineral resources.
Philex found mining for
gold and silver and copper very
profitable. Otherwise, it could
have abandoned one site where

it has been operating for more
close to 60 years.

“The company,! Philex said,
referring 1o itself, ["operated the
Padcal mine for the past 58 years
using the undergrmjmd block-cave
method.” 1t described the site as
"one of the oldest oberating mines
in the country and;produces cap-
per concentrates, containing cop-
per, gold and si]ve%."

In addition to Padcal, Philex

- said “PGPI operated the Bulawan
mine in Negros Occidental until -

the second quarter of 2002. Silan-
gan Mindanao Exploration Ing,
through SMMC], owns the Silan-
gan project covering the Boyongan
and Bayugo depoéits in Surigao.”

PGPI, of course, is a Philex’

subsidiary but, un:like the parent,
is not a listed company.
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Atlas Mining hikes
capital to P8.5B

By CATHERINE TALAVERA

Atlas Consolidated Mining and
Development Corp. has increased its
authorized capital stock to P8.5 billion
from P6 billion.

Ina disclosure (o the Philippine Stack
Exchange Wednesday, Atlas said the

-hew capitalization comprises 8.5 billion
common shares with a par value of P1
per share.

Major shareholdors SM Investments
Corp., Anglo Philippines Corp, and Ala-
kor Corp. subscribed to the increase in
capital of Atlas,

Atlas issued shares equivalent to at
feast 25 percent of the increased capital
stock or 313.6 million shares to the said
companies at P4.3842 per share for a total
of P1.375 billion.

SMIC acquired 282.3 miilion or 90 per-
cent of the shares for P1.24 billion.

! Anglo subscribed to 25.09 million
. shares while Alakor 6.3 million shares.

Atlas said 25 percent of the amount
subscribed or P343.75 million had been
paid in cash upon execution of the sub-
scription agreement.

Atthe same time, Atlas issued approxi-
mately 5.6 billion warrants and 5.6 billion
underlying common shares of stock. The
warrants were issued at the exercise price
of P4.3842,
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DENR under fire
for Payatas closure

By CHARISSA M. LucI

The Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR) has been under fire
for ordering the Quezon City
government (o close down the
Payatas dumpsite last month,

AKO BICOL party-list Rep.
Rodel Batocabe, president of
the House party-list coalition
bloc, sought a congressional
probe on the order made hy
Environment Secretary Gina
Lopez on Jan. 21, 2017 Suppos-
edly due to ecological hazards.

“The transfer to an alterna-
tive landfill site will resull in
greater cost to the Quezon City
government, considering that
Lthe proposed sites are located
in areas outside Quezon City.
which cost will in turn be passed
on to the taxpayers,” he said,

“The ivelihood of scaven-
gers who will be affected by the
closure should also be consid-
ered,” Balocabe said.

Spanning around four to six
hectares, the landfill receives an
estumated 500 garbage trucks
daily with a fee of around Peog
per ton, he noted.

The House leader filed

House Resolution 714 urging
the House Committee on Metro
Manila Development to look
intp the DENR’s order:

“The Quezon City govern-
ment has asked the DENR to
give them until the end of the
year to close down the Payatas
landfill, citing needed prepara-
tions for the city’s solid waste
management system,” Bato-
cabe noted.

In a statement, Frederika
Rentoy, who heads the City
Environment Protection and
Wasle Management Depart-
ment, said although they have
been preparing for the closure
of the waste facility since 2014,
it would ke best to defer the
land{ill’s closure to the end of
the year.

Rentoy said they support
the DENR’s decision, but they
appealed for more time to pre-
pare for the Payalas dumpsite’s
closure,

The Quezon City govern-
ment has identified the landfills
in Rodriguez in Rizal, Navotas
and Vitas Marine loading sta-
tion as possible facilities that
could be utilized in the event the
Payatas dump is closed down.
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GLEAN UP ENENGR, LOPEZ URGED

his refers to the news story about the
order of Environment Secretary Gina
Lopez to close the Payatas dumpsite
while Frederika Rentoy, head of

Y M e e

Quezon City's Environment Protection
and Waste Management Department
(EPWMD), is appealing for its extension
{“Gina set on Payatas landfill closure,”

can afff_-ct even areas far from QC.
Th? QC garbage business has been a
huge source of corruption. Insiders say a

Metro, 1/21/17).
Congratula-
tions, Secretary
Lopez for the order.
I pity the residents
of Payatas, as well
as those of subdivi-
sions close to their
community.  Be-
cause of the dump-
site, they are ex-
posed dally to
health risks and en-
dure the foul odar

of garbage from’

QC and other
Metro Manila cities
illegally  dumped
in Payatas.

My  daughter
and her family,
who are living in
the vicinity of Pay-
atas, are'among the
affected residents.
They suffer from
colds, cough, skin
problems and asth-
ma, especially her
two children. That
goes for the chil-
dren in other near-
by communities
who also suffer
from foul dumpsite
odor, while waste
effluents seep into
the water table,
possibly  finding
their way to the La
Mesa Dam and
Balara  Filtration
System, which pro-
vide us our drink-
ing water. Water
and air pollution
from the dumpsite

very influential member of the QC Bids and
Awards Committee, which screens business
proponents, has favored dump truck con-
tractors. However, go around QC, especially
at nighttime up to early morning, and you
will se:e mixed garbage, a lot of these in
banned plastic bags of all sizes, on main
roads, | inner streets, sidewalks, bridges,
markets. Open burning of unsegregated
waste |is rampant. What is QC's waste
{mis)management department doing, and
where jare the environment police?

As for the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources, Secretary Lopez
should clean up the Environmental Man-
agement Bureau-National Capital Region
(EMB-NCR). This office gives the environ-
mental compliance certificates (ECCs) to
dumpsite and similar businesses in Metro
Manila. Why is the Payatas dumpsite still
there if, as Secrétary Lopez said, it contam-
inates La Mesa Dam and nearby hodies of
water? What gives?

A former head of the powerful EMB,
also approved the ECC for the Payatas
dumps;ite. Other offices and officials are
also to blame for the existence of illegal
dumps:ites. These officials, according to
the news, have a pending writ of kalikasan
case with the Supreme Court (“SC grants
plea to stop Payatas landlfill operation, ex-
pansiqn,” Inguirer.net, 9/7/15).

Seqretary Lopez, 1, my family and our
friends support your order to close the Pay-
atas dtjxmpsite this March. No more exten-
sion please. Let the axe fall where it should.
I also ;all on Ombudsman Conchita Carpio
Morales, a mother too, to investigate offi-
cials of QC's EPWMD, EMB-NCR and the
Natioqal Solid Waste Management Comn-
mission, a former official of the EMB, a QC

. | . .
garbage collection contractor and their co-
horts. I'heard that corruption at the Depart-
ment [of Environment and Natural Re-
sources starts with “permitting,”

MARISSA S.REAL,
marissasreal@gmail.com
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Mor_e AboitizPower plants pass

environmental audits

nal audlt found that the Cebu Private Power Corp.’s 70-MW (megawatt) thermal
ant in Ermita, Cebu City conforms with international standards on occupational

1d safety and ‘envirorimental management:

ABOITIZPOWER’S Oil Business Unit
(B secured international certifica-
tions in occupational health and safety
and environmental management upon
the recommendation of TUV Rheinland
Philippines, Inc.

TUV Rheinland Philippines—an
affiliate of TUV Rheinland, an interna-
tionally known technical testing organi-
zation for safety, cfficiency and qual-
ity—conducted an audit on the Oil BU
headquarters at the PFDA Bidg. and
Therma Mobile, Inc. (I'MO) in Navotas;
Cebu Private Power Corporation in
Barangay Ermita, Cebu City; Therma
Marine, Inc. (M1) in Maco, Compostela
Valley; and Therma Marine, Inc. (M2)
in Nasipit, Agusan del Norte,

‘The power plants provide efficient
and reliable peaking power to its cus-
tomers in Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao
as part of AboitizPower's balanced mix
strategy of tapping various power gencra-
tion technologies to ensure ample power
supply at a cost-effective rate.

The audits aimed to determine
the Oil BU's conformance to OHSAS
18001:2007 {Occupationdl Health and
Safety Management System) and SO
14001:2004 (Environmental Manage—
ment System) standards.

BT ecescacl 12100 o0 o0

N T

and every onc of you for a job wcll
done. These| certifications prove that
our organization satisfies internationally
recognized standards for safety, health
and environmental management and is
in line with our APGen (AboitizPower
Generation) initiative of gearing up to-
wardsa worlgl-c]ass organization through
IMS (integrated management system)
Certlflcatlon " AboitizPower Oil BU
President 'md Chief Operating Officer
Danel Abomz said, '

“Safety .m;i cnv1r()umcnull standards
are among the pillars of our business.
Pursuing world-class practice in these
areas limits operitional risk, enhances
stakeholder ::'f:putation and ensures we
deliver a positive effect on the triple bot-
tom line of eople, planct and profit,”
Aboitiz said.

The Oil BU embarked on securing
the OHSAS and ISO 14001 certifications

.to dcmonbtn‘itc that its facilities are safc

for workers %&nd host communitics, and
that their environmental impacts are
minimized and managed. Conformances
to the international certifications meant
team members and team leaders of
the Oil BU have adopted the principles
and proceclu‘res on occupational health
and safety dnd environmenial manage-
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PH scientist: Climate change is real,
prompt preventive actions a must

ADONGDONG

The Earth, as seen from its
orbit is never the same due to the
adverse effects of climate change,
yet a large number of people still
believe it isn’t happening.

This was the message stressed
by Dr. Josefino Comiso, senior
research scientist of the National
Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration (NASA) Goddard Space
Flight Center, as he explained the
“alarming and dominating” rate of
the rising greenhouse gases (GHQ)
and its effect on the country.

‘Quick melt’

Comiso, also a polar science
expert, climatologist and satellile
remote sensing scientist, cited the
“quickly” melting phenomenon in
Greenland during DOST-National
Academy of Science and Technol-
ogy's “Science Information Forum
on Global Climate Change Signals
as Observed from Space” held in
Manila yesterday.

“The area of melt increased
dramatically in Greenland in 2002
until 2012 where it was almost
completely melted in a rate of
three kilometers sheet (per year)”
Comiso said at the Science Infor-
mation Forum on Global Climate
Change Signals as observed from
Space.

Threat is real
So why do we have to worry if

we are thousands of kilometers

" away from Greenland?

“We have a lot of islands, thou-
sands of them. If ice melts, it
causes rise in regional sea level...
dbout seven feet. Why do we have
to worry? Our islands are likely
to disappear, that’s why,” Comiso
said.

Comiso added that due to the
amount of greenhouse gases in the
atmosphere, the ultraviolet rays
entering othe ozone layer could not
escape, lhus, warming the Earth
and melting the ice sheets,

The trapped heat is also caus-
ing a rise of three to four degree
Celsius in the global tempera-
ture. '

Typhoon Yolanda warning

With the rising sea levels,
Comiso ciled the super-typhoon
Yolanda which hit the Philippines
in 2013, regarded as the strongest
typhoon ever recorded.

Super-typhoon Yolanda or
Typhoon Haiyan (international
name) recorded 81 in the Dvorak
scale, a tropical cyclone inten-
sity measuring instrument used in
NASA. What is alarming is that it
passed the upper limit of 80.

“So you see, with the signals
we are seeing, me. ‘g of ice caps
in other regions, risu.g sea levei,
hotter temperature, the effects
are inevitable. Tphoon Yolanda
(recorded) 6,340 deaths, maybe
more,” he said.

Comiso said that due to the
amount of greenhouse gases in the
atmosphere, the ultraviolet rays
entermg othe ozone layer could not
escape thus, warmmg the Earth
and meltmg the ice sheets.

The trapped heat is also caus-
inga rlse of three to four degree
Celsius in the global tempera-
ture.

What now?

“Ef‘fective mitigation, reduc-
ing l;h?T greenhouse gases for one,
requires international efforts.
There should be more emphasis on
strategles for adaptation, risk and
resiliency,” Comiso said.

“Planning and implementation
should start as soon as possible.
Postponmg will only make the cost
more expenswe ” Comiso said.

NAST member

Prmr to the forum, Comiso was

conferred by the DOST as NAST’s
ewest corresponding member.

DOST Secretary Fortunato
dela Pefa expressed his gratitude
to Comiso as the science chief
recognized his sngnificant contri-
butwns to the science community
and tg the pubhc

Cleso is one of the found-
ing members of the Philippine-
American Academy of Seience and
Engmeermg with more than 200
hxghly-skllled scientists, engineers
and scholars from the Philippines
and other countries.
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TUMATAAS NATEMPERATURA SA

BAGUIO CITY, NANGANGAHULUGANG
MALAPIT NAANG TAG-INIT

TUMATAAS na ngayonang temperatura sa Baguio City, indikasyon ng pagsisimulajng tag-init
at pagtatapos ng malamig na panahon na naranasan ng lungsod sa nakalipas na mga linggo.

Inthayag ng local weather forecaster na si Eugene Ventura nitong Miyerkules na dakong 6:00
ng umaga nang maitala ang mababang temperatura na may 14.8°C at naitala ang pinakamataas
na temperatura nitong Martes sa 24°C.

Ang naitalang pinakamababang temperatura ngayong taon ay 7.3°C, dakong 6:00 ng umaga
noong Pebrero 15.

Makikita sa talaan ng Philippine Atmospheric Geophysical and Astronomical Services
Administration na ang pinakamababang temperaturang maitala sa Baguio City ay 6.3°C noong
Enero 18, 1961 at naitala ang 7.1°C noong Enero 9, 1971.

Ang 7.3°C na naitala ngayong buwan ang ikalimang pinakamababa sa kasaysayan simula
noong 1961; noong Pebrero 28, 1963 nang nailala ang 6.7°C; 6.8°C noong Enero 8, 1986 at 1971; at
7.3°Cngayong 2017,

Nagdulot ng pagyeyeloang pinakamababang temperaturang naitala ng lokal na tanggapan ng
Philippine Atmospheric Geophysical and Astranomical Services Administration sa matataas na
bahagi ng Benguet at Mountain Pravince, ngunit hindi naman ito nakasama sa mga semi-temperate
vegetable, na nasa vegetative at flowering stages ang kabuuan.

Naranasan na ito ng mga magsasaka sa mga nagdaang panahon kaya nagkaroon na sila
ng kaalaman kung paanc masosolusyunan ang pagyeyelo tuwing umaga sa kanilang mga
taniman.

Sa Mount Sto. Tomas sa Tuba, Benguct naitala ang pinakamababang temperatura na 4,.5°C
habang naitala ang pinakamababang 5.6°C s Madaymen, Kibungan, Benguet noong Pebrero
15,

Umabot na rin ang temperatura sa tuktok ng Mt. Pulag sa Kabayan, Benguet sa pagitan ng 2 at
5°C nitong Pebrero 11-16, Ang M, Pulag ang pangalawa sa pinakamataas na bundok sa bansa.

Nagsimula ang pagbaba ng temperatura sa lungsod noong Pebrero 11 nang bl‘lmaba ang
temperatura sa 9.6°C, at lalo pang bumaba sa nakalipas na limang araw dahil sa northeast monsoon
oamihan at maulap na langit,

Sinabi ni Ventura na insasahang tataas pa ang temperatura ng Baguio City at Benget sa 25.2°,
at mababang 14.5° hanggang Marso 2017.

Madalas nagsisimula ang malamig na panahon sa lungsod at sa iba pang matataas na lugar
sa Benguetat Mountain Province sa pagitan ng Nobyembre at Marso bagamat nakadepende ang
malamig na panahon sa lakas ng amihan, dagdag ni Ventura. :

PNA
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LGUs tapped for illegal logglng ﬁght

NAVAL, Biliran - With illegal logging
still a problem in some villages in the
province of Biliran, the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) in Eastern Visayas plans to
deputize local government unit (LGU)
officials to help the agency’s campaign
not only on illegal logging but against all
forms of illegat activities.

“I will bring my team here in Naval
Lown,” vowed DENR Regional Executive
Director Leonardo R. Sibbaluca during
the one-day convergence last Wednes-
day of heads of national government

agencies, local government officials .:nd
development stakeholders dubbed as
Tagpo-Kauswagan sa Naval (Conver-
gence lor Naval's Progress).

Sibbaluca’s proposal came into the
picture after one of the barangay offi-
cials in Naval reported of illegal logging
in his area,

He assured Naval Mayor Gerard
Roger M. TSspina that barangay officials
will be depulized as forest officers with
authorily Lo confiscate illegally cut logs.

Sibbaluca said he will donate the
conliscaled logs to deputized officials

along with equipment like chainsaws
and fransport.

f“Please help us,” Sibbaluea appealed
lo I'The LGU officials after adinitting his
agency is short of people to carry out
the eampaign against illegal Iuggmg and
fishing,

}Slbbalur_a said he will bring his team
in Naval to hold a one-day training for
deputlzed environmental officers, who
will be issucd with deputation papers,

He said the DENR has alr eadvdepu-
tized environmental officers in Samar
provinces. (PIA)
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DENR ORDER

BANAHAW STILL
OFF-LIMITS

LUCEMA CiITY—The Depart-
ment of Environment and Natu-

« ral Resources (DENR) has warned
pilgrims and outdoor enthusi-
asts against groups offering trips
to Mt. Banahaw for a fee.

These mountains are still
off-limits to the public, accord-
ing to Salud Pangan, DENR park
superintendent for Mts. Bana-
haw and San Cristobal.

-She said the DENR had not is-
sued permits to any group to go to
restricted areas of the mountain.

Thousands visit Mt. Bana-
haw during the Lenten season
to pray in its sacred sites and
commune with nature.

In 2004, authorities installed
barbed-wire fences to seal off
several trails leading to the moun-
tain’s interior to start a program
to revive its natural resources.

Environment personnel
have attributed the deteriorat-
ing conditions of the mountain
to years of abuse by visitors.

The Mounts Banahaw-San
Cristobal Protected Landscape-
Protected Area Management
Board last year decided to ex-
tend the mountain's closure un-

til February 2019, to protect the -

gains from long years of refor-
estation and rehabilitation.

The multisectoral body was
created by law to keep watch
over government-declared pro-
tected areas.

The 10,901-hectare Banahaw
and San Cristobal straddle the
towns of Lucban, Tayabas, Sariaya,
Candelaria and Dolores in Quezon
province, and parts of the towns of
Rizal, Nagcarian, Liliw and Majay-
jay, and San Pablo City in Laguna
province, ~bELFINT. MALLARI JR. INQ

Y
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Sinamahan si Sen. Cynthia Villar nina Sena-
tors Nancy Binay at Loren Legarda sa pagbubu-
kas ng exhibit na *Wetland Wonders of the Philip-
pines” sa Senado, Ipinakikita sa exhibit ang pitong
pangunahing lugar sa bansa na idinekiarang Wet-
landsof International Importance ng Ramsar Con-
vention at binibigyang pansin ang kahalagahan ng
pangangalaga at pagpapanatili sa wetlands parasa
survival ng marine resources at disaster risk pre-
vention, Dumalo rinsa ribbnn-cuttingcercmonysi—
na Department of Environment and Natural Re-
sources National Capital Region Dir. Lourdes Wa-
gan at Las Pifias-Parafiaque Critical Habitat and
Eco-Tourism Area Focal Leader Rey Aguinaldo.
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