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W]IH Environment Sg‘:cretary
Regina Paz L. Lopez’s order

to close or suspend dperating
mines and cancel 75 mining contracts,
the debate over the issue of mining in

the Philippines is far from over.lw
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While initially supporting
Lopez on the decision of the clo-
sure of 23 operating mines and
suspending five others, President
Duterte later admitted that Lo-
pez “megsed up” on her decisions,
which warrant a careful review.

Upon Duterte’s  instruction,
the Mining Industry Coordinating
Council (MICC), which Lopez co-
chairs along with Finance Secretary
Carlos G. Dominguez III, has start-
ed the review process. The process
wauld take into account the poten-
tial economic in.pact of closing down
large-scale operating mines.

Rep. Robert Ace S. Barbers of
the Second District of Surigao del
Norte, a member of the MICC, said
the review will take at least three
months,

Fighting for its life and minings
constituents, mining industry’s big
players, represented by the Cham-
ber of Mines of the Philippines
(COMP), vowed to fight Lopez,
The people behind COMP said the
eventual closure of 28 of the 41 op-
erating mines will have severe im-

pact on the economy. They added - - .

Lopez’s decision condemns to hun-
ger and poverty 1.2 million people in
various parts of the country.
However, Lopez said her deci-
sion is final and only the President
has the authority to reverse her
closure orders.
1

e

‘Marcopper disaster
LOPEZ said her decision aims to
protect the country’s watersheds

against the adverse impact of min- !

Ing operations.

| She said the destruction caused |

by irresponsible mining threatens
the country’s source of water, citing
the 1996 Marcopper mining disaster
in the province of Marinduque.

i Lopez said the disaster has
led to the death of rivers. The Mar-
icopper tragedy remains one of the
largest mining disasters in the
country’s history.

Reports said a fracture in the
drainage tunnel of a large pit con-
taining leftover mine tailings led
to a discharge of toxic mine waste
into the Makulapnit-Boac river
system and caused flash floods in
areas along the river,
| One village, Barangay Hinapu-

lan, was buried in 6 feet of mud. -
About 400 families were displaced
and 20 other villages had to be

abandoned.

Lopez noted that the drinking
water was contaminated, while fish
and other food in the river vanished,

In terms of toxicity, the Mar- '~
copper mining disaster was the -

worst in the country’s history.
The Boac River was declared
“biologically dead”.

“Until now, there is no fish in ,

the river,” Lopez said.

|

Mines blamed

ANOTHER mining disaster was
the leak from Tailings Pond 3 at
thfie Padcal mine operated by Philex
Mining Corp. in Tuba and Itogon,
Be‘nguet, on August 1, 2012. Over

,20: million tons of mine tailings

sediment were dumped into the
Aéno River and Balog Creek. The
contamination reached and affect-
ed/the San Roque Dam.

In terms of volume, it was the
country’s worst mining disaster.

The government slapped Phi-
lex Mining with over P1 billion in
fines. After settling the fine, Philex
was allowed to resume operation
by the DENR in 2014.

Along with 11 other mining op-
erations, Philex’s Padcal mine passed
thle mine audit, even though Lopez
said the closure and suspension or-
dejrs, as well as the cancellation of
mining contracts, are preventive
measures to protect watersheds.

In Zambales mining’s adverse
impact to the environment claimed
the lives of seven people, according
to Lopez, She also blamed the most
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recent flooding that hit Agugan
provinces to logging and mining
activities.

In Surigao destruction is hap-
pening from “ridge to reef”, with
Lopez showing aerial photos and
videos showing the discoloration
of rivers and coastal areas in Su-
rigao provinces.

An official Twitter account of
the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)
blamed mining for the disastrous
earthquake that left six people dead,
a pronouncement that experts said
is "untrue” and lacks scientific basis.

Death, destruction
ACCORDING to Lopez, the mas-
sive destruction of ecosystems in
mining tenements—the massive
cutting of trees, blasting of moun-
tains, the digging and hauling to
extract mineral ores—are to blame
for the siltation of rivers, as well
as degradation of coastal environ-
ments that affect agricultural and
fishery production. People suffer
because of these.

Before announcing the can-
cellation of MPSAs on Valentine’s
Day—her “gift of love”, Lopez
defended the order to close large-
scale mines.

The DENR chief said mining
rakes huge profit at the expense of
the environment. Lopez also blames
mining for the war in Mindanao.

“You take away their land,
you take away their resources,
you take away their livelihood,”
she said. “That is why there is war
in Mindanao.”

Environment and human-rights
groups have been blaming mining for
militarization, killings and human-
rights abuses in mining areas.

Kalikasan-People's
for the Environment (Kalikasan-
PNE) said many of the extrajudi-

cial killings (EJK) that took place
under the Duterte administration |
involve activists fighting destruc- .

tive mining companies.

The killings took place from

July 1, 2016, to January 20, 2017.

The victims were identified as

Gloria Capitan, Makinit Gayoran,
Jimmy Saypan, Joselito Pasaporte,
Mario Cantaoi and Veronico Lap-
say Delamente.

The list excludes EJKs involv-
ing antimining advocates, Ka-
likasan-PNE said.

Network

Arbitrary, facking due process

AT a news conference on February
3, aday after Lopez announced the
closure order, COMP Chairman

. Art Disini and Vice President for

Policy and Legal Renald Recidoro
condemned Lopez’s decision.

They said the decision was “ar-
bitrary” and:ignored due process.
Disini and Récidoro said Lopez set
aside the findings and recommenda-
tion of the mine audit teams, denied
mining companies the right to make
the necessary corrective measures
or even challenge the findings of the
mine audit.

According to Recidoro, many
of their members have yet to re-
ceive the closiire order or the audit
reports detajling the viclations
committed. -

“We want to know what led to
the DENR chief’s decision to issue

_closure orders. Mining companies

want to know their violations,” Re-
cidoro told reporters. “If they vio-

lated the Clean Water Act, what is

the basis? If it'’s the Clean Air Act,
we want to'k‘now what corrective
measures cani be done to address
the problem.”

Recidoro said some companies
are protesting in disbelief that they
failed the mine audit, even with rep-
resentatives of antimining civil-soci-
ety organizations (CSOs) joining the
team that inspected the mines.

Lopez had said some of the
findings appeared to ignore the
grave violations committed by

mining companies and recom-
mended mere slap-in-the-wrist
penaities and fines.

COMP sdid that most, if not
allits membeals, have acquired I1SO

140001 certification, indicating = -
that it passedithe highest environ- B

mental standards for mining,
According to COMP, Lopez's
questionable éiiecision to close the
mining operations will directly af-
fect 20,000 employees, '

Standing pat on her decision,

Lopez promised to help those who a0
stand to lose their jobs by imple- -

menting areal development that
will provide green jobs in mining-
affected communities.

STRATEGIC COM MUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVE

he added it is her duty to
protect the ‘country’s freshwater
supply for present and future gen-
eratign, as mandated by the Philip-
pine tlining Act of 1995, which is
also nshrined in the Constitution.
Roots in Surigao
SURIGAO del Sur and Surigao del
Norte are arﬁong the areas that
stand to be |affected by Lopez's
closu:t:'e orders,
ichly endowed with metal-
lic minerals, such as copper, gold,
chromite, cobalt, nickel and lead
zine, Surigao’del Sur and Surigao
del, Norte are also endowed with
nonmetallic minerals, like lime-
stone| coal and feldspar, clay dia-
matite/bentomite and coarse or
finea gregates.
+ Along with Dinagat Islands,
whichl used to be part of Surigao

but ,nll w an independent province,

Surig'%w del Sur and Surigac del
Norte have been besieged by min-
ing for decades,

Ironically, Lopez said min-
ing failed to|improve the lives of
the people. Surigaonons remained
poor despite mining.

"'1"hey have been mining in
thosejareas for 77 years. This has
to stop,” Lopez said. ] want to give
Dinagat a rest.”

Mining operations on Dinagat
Islandl’s and Surigao provinces were
among the 23 large-scale min-
ing operations ordered shuttered
by Lopez. These are mines being
operated by Aamphil Natural Re-
sourcels Exploration; Kromico Ine,;
SinoSteel Philippines H.Y. Mining
Corp,; f Oriental Synergy Mining
Corp.; Wellex; Mining Corp.; Libjo
Mining Corp.; Oriental Vision
Mining Phils. Corp.; Adnama Min-
ing Ret ources Corp.; Claver Min-

eral Development Corp.; Platinum =

Development Corp.; CTP Construc-
tion add Mining Corp.; Carrascal
Nickel {Corp.; 'Marcventures Min-
ing and DeveLlopment Corp.; and
Hinatuan Miing Corp.

Smhll-scale Inining activities also
take pla*'Ee in Su‘irigao municipalities of
Barcho, ;Carme? and San Miguel,
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Mining evolution
MINING and the administration of
mining activities in the Philippines
date back during- the Spanish era
from small-scale artisanal gold min-
Ing or gold panning to large-scale,
open-pit mining'method. -
According to the Mines ‘and
Geosciences Bureau (MGB) of the
DENR, the country’s mining regu-
latory agency, the first mining
measure was Inspeccion General
de Minas, which saw the creation
of an office that took charge of the

administration and disposition of

minerals and mineral lands.

The office, however, was abol-
ished on July 1, 1886. Its functions
and personnel were merged with
the General Directorate of Civil Ad-
ministration, according to an article
posted on the MGB web site, which
narrates the history of the bureau.

Like other areas, mining in
Surigao can be traced back to the
promulgation of the Common-
wealth Constitution reverting the
Regalian Doctrine—which partic-
ularly asserts that minerals belong
to the State and their disposition,
administration, exploitation and
development shall be done through
license, concession or lease.

On November 7, 1936,  Com-
monwealth Act 136 and Common-
wealth Act 137 were enacted. The
former created the Bureau of Mines,
while the latter, otherwise known as
the Mining Act of 1936, was actually
the first major mining law,

" As mining evolved, ' laws
evolved, as well, through the years.

Presidential Decree (PD) 463
(Mineral Resources Decree of 1974)
aims to provide for, among others,

a modernized system of adminis-
tration and disposition of mineral —
. lands ‘and to promote and-encour-

age the development and explora-
tion of the mining industry.
i

i
i
i
!
i
i
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PD 463 was later revised by PD

1385,and PD 1677.
On June 6, 1978, PD 1281 was
promulgated’ revising Common-
wealth Act 136 boosting the Bureau
of Mines with additional tasks, as
well as authority to make it more re-
sponsive to the objectives of the gov-
ernment for its minerals sector.

A year after, some sections of

PD 1281 were amended by PD 1654
to include renaming the Bureau of
Mines as the Bureau of Mines and
Geosdiences. .
“lhe passage of Republic Act
7942, otherwise known as the
Philippine Mining Act of 1995, on
March 3, 1995, paved the way for
the mining liberalization policy in
the Philippines. _

A} Supreme Court decision on
February 1, 2005, further galva-
nized \the’ constitutionality of the
PhilipE\ine Mining Act of 1995 in a

—]

case questioning foreign investment

in mining, In particular, the Court

noted jthe' Financial and Technical

Assistance Agreement the Philip-

Pine government signed in 1995
7'].

with the Western Mining Corp. of
the Philippines.

. A separate law applies to small-
scale mining: RA 7076, signed on
Jume 27, 1991, provides for the cre-
ation of “Minahang Bayan® to be
governed by the Provincial Mining
Regulatory Board.

Economic potential

THE Philippines has a totalland area
of 30 million hectares, with over 9
millioq hectares identified as hav-

posib
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ing high mineral potential. Around
811,000 hectares, or 2.7 percent, of
the country’s total land area are cov-
ered by mining tenements. This went
down to approximately 740,000
hectares as of January this year.

Two years ago, the MGB report-
ed that exports of minerals, which
include copper, gold and nickel,
reached close to $2.8 billion, with Ja-
pan, Australia, Canada and China as
major destination countries.

Mining  employs  around
236,000. According to the MGB,
it is conservatively assumed that
for every job in the mining indus-
try, about four indirect jobs may be
generated by the mining industry.

In 2015 taxes paid by the min-
ing industry to national and local
Bovernments, including royalties,
reached P25.78 billion.

As of August last year, mining
companies have committed P13.15
billion through various Social De-
velopment Management Programs
(SDMP) for host communities that
will benefit a total of 767 barangays.

Gross value added, or the
industry-wide value of goods and
services, at current prices in 2015
is pegged at P80.9 billion.

The country is rich with miner-
als such as gold, copper and nickel.
In 2015 estimated gold produced

| is P35.33 billion; nicke! and nickel

products, P54.90 billion; and, cop-
per, P18.98 billion,

Losses :
THE. COMP said’ that because of
inconsistent palicy, mining invest-
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ment in the Philippines went down,

It estimated that around $22
billion, or P1.1 trillion, in potential
investment will be lost because of
uncertainties in mining regulatory
policies, from the time Executive
Order 79 was signed by former
President Benigno S. Aquino I1] to
the closure or suspension of 48 of
the 41 operating mines and cancel-
lation of 75 MPSAs and one FTAA,

According to Lopez, mining
contribution to the Philippines is
not enough to cover for the eco-
nomic losses. Last year mining’s
contribution in terms of GDP, or
the total goods and services pro-
duced in the Philippines, is a mea-
sly 0.9 percent.

Mining-exports receipts are
pegged at $2.8 billion, or only 4.8
percent of total exports, accerding
to the Philippine Statistics Author-
ity (PSA).

Mining companies claim that
they provide the good life to em-
ployees with high-paying salaries
and a package of nonfinancial ben-
efits, including housing, health,
education for their children, cloth-
ing and even rice subsidy, which
Recidoro said are a lot better than
planting mangroves and bamboo,
or serving as ecotourism guides as
suggested by the DENR chief. ~

Green economy ‘better’
LOPEZ insists that the Philippines
is better off with a “green” econo-
my, where people will benefit and
not suffer from mining.

The official said that, com-

Spe— T e

" funds for SD

. pared to mining, ecotourism offers

better econgmic opportunities, in
terms of jobs and livelihood.

“Mining|is not labor-intensive,”
Lopez said. “It is capital-intensive.”

Lopez s;
report stated that mining created
235,000 jobs all aver the country,
while tourism has resulted in 4.7
million jobs.

While admitting that mining
provided jobs and livelihood, Lo-
pez argued that, although many
benefit from|mining, several times
more that number suffer,

She vowed to transform min-
ing areas into ecotourism sites,
with the promise of infusing Na-
tional Greening Program (NGP)
funds and using mining companies’
P to boost jobs and

id a 2014 government .

}{or;ifyirxg picture during and after
mining activities, particulatly in
Surigao provinces,
. Mining severely affected $y-
rigao’s forests, rivers and coasta)
areas, Lopez said, and the destruc-
tion will not stop unless mining ac-
tivities st‘op.

. A known critic of the open-
pi‘t miniqg’ method, Lopez said 95
percent of mining companies prac-
Fic;le open-pit mining—which, min-
mg experts say, is the fastest, safest
fmd most, efficient way of extract-
Ing mineral ores, Open-pit mining
causes nrassive destruction of forest
ecosystems—as forests are shaved,
mountains flattened, and the dig-
gir}'g and |hauling continue, until
huge bowllike holes are formed.

livelihood anthored on the protec-
tion and conservation of the envi-
ronment and natural resources. © |

She sai
months, she
out of povej
ployed gettin

d that within: 18
can get the people
rty, with those em-
g as much as P7,000

to P10,000 3

-ecotourism activities.

month from. various

Fragileenvironment
THE DENR chief said the Philip-

. pines is highly vulnerable to cli-

mate change, and irresponsible

mining is ma
ile. environm

king the already frag-
ent more fragile and

prone to disasters. S
. Lopez bas the habit of show-
ing aerial photos and videos of riv-

ers and lakes-—showing the beauty
. - of the areas before mining, anid the

| Citing the potential damage of
the Tampa;kan Copper-Gold Project
which Lopez stiffly opposes, she said
forests, watersheds and highly pro-
ductive agricuitural areas the size of
700, footbal‘l fields will be devastated:
once proponents of potentially the
biggest gold-mining. project begin
commercial operation,

“That area is the food basket of

. . 3
. Mindanao,! Lopez said, “There are

rivers and farms in those areas "
Lopez said miners explode dy-
narniltes to|tear down mountains
orin digging holes to fast-track the
extra}ction of mineral ores.
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Mining, earthquakes
SURIGAO is prone to floods, land-
slides and other geological hazards,
such as earthguakes.

While mining may actually trig-
ger earthquakes, experts say that ir-
responsible mining may exacerbate
the effects of geological hazards,
such as flooding and landslides.

Renato Solidum of the Philip-
pine Institute of Volcanology and
Seismology (Phivoles) said mining
does not trigger earthquakes.

: “Mining has no relation to the
.. earthquake in Surigao,” the Phivol-
s pasedivector said. ‘It did not trigger
SR e N

B ensledd if there is a possibil-
ity that mining may worsen earth-
quakes, Solidum said: “No. Hindi
ganun yun dapat tignan.”

“Remember that fault move-
ment eannot be triggered by min-
ing activity. But fault movement
can cause ground shaking and
ground shaking can cause either
landslide and other hazards. 1
think the question that you need to
look at would be how mining activ-
ity can exacerbate the hazards that
can happen during earthquake
events. Kung rain *yan, madali lang.
Loose slopes can be eroded by rain.
Sediments can go to the river and it
goes down to the sea,” he said,

He said even the blasting of
dynamites or other explosive de-
vices during mining cannot trigger
earthquakes.

“It can cause shaking but the
shaking is localized,” Solidum ex-
plained.

A geologist at the Land Survey
Management Division of the MGB,
who spoke on condition of ano-
nymity, told the BUSTNESSMIRROR
that earthquakes are either related
to tectonic or volcanic activity.

“Activities related to mining,
like blasting, are limited to ground
shaking over a small area, not wide
areas, where the impact will be
great,” the source explained.

- \T

Minin{ exacerbates

geohazards

THE pérson familiar with the mat-

ter saij surface activities may cause
destabilization of ground surface.
This, the source said, ¢an exacer-
bate geohazards like landslides.
Hbwever, the source said that
most of the time, such as in large-
scale |mines, engineering inter-
venti¢n prevents landslides from
happéening. :

cases, if mining activity is not car- ‘
ried out, landslides can happen,
the geologist said. o
ngineering intervention in
rninil!lg includes slope stability, so
as not to disrupt the operation.
Xe source said MGB has mon-

) 'gn large-scale mining, insdme
1]

itoring teams that undertal.{e en-
virojmentally social activities ye-
lated to mining, to make sure that
mining companies are compliant.

Threat to biodiversity

THE master planners of the 18
major river basins commissioned
by the River Basin Control Office

(RBLCO), a unit under the DENR,
also| identified mining among the
major threats to Philippine rivers.
Theresa Mundita S. Lim of the
DENIR’s Biodiversity Management
"Burkau (BMB) said that, while re-
habilitation is possible, the exten-
sivd damage of open-pit mining
leads to irreversible biodiversity
losg, considering the Philippines
is rich in endemism, particularly
site-endemic species of animal and
plant wildlife.

to threatened species,” Lim said.

Even the nutrients in soil tak-
en out in the extraction of mineral

. ores, she said, are important to the

- growth of plant species that thrive

in a particular area.

n The DENR chief has included
bigdiversity consideration in the

" redent mine audit, leading to the
cancellation of environmental
comopliance certificates {ECCs) and
clasure or suspensien of mines, be-
cause of the threat of causing bio-
diyersity loss.

=

“When you cut trees and haul s
soil, you kill forests, which are home i

Responsible mining

OPEZ clarifies she is not anti-
rﬁining and not against the mining
industry, per se.

“I am only against irrespon-
sible mining,” she said.

Experts agree that irrespon-
sible mining may cause irreversible
damage to the environment.

While Lopez ordered the clo-
sure of 23 and suspended five oth-
ers, 12 large-scale operating mines
passed the mine audit. On that
account, based on the strict mine
audit criteria, which include envi-
ronmental, social and biodiversity
Fonsideration, those that passed
the audit qualify Lopez’s standard
as “responsible miners”,

Antimining groups under the
{&lyansa Tigil Mina {ATM), how-
ever, said responsible mining is not
possible at this time.

} .. “First, there is no legal defini-

" tiorithat can set parameters on how

responsible mining can be done,
much less how this can be measured
whether in terms of compliance or
best practice,” ATM National Coordi-
} .

nator Jaybee Garganera said.
Garganera said responsible
mining can only be operationalized
if mining is done in the context of
other laws-that are enforceable.
He cited these as the Indigenous
Peoples’ Rights Act (IPRA) Local
‘Government Code, National Inte-
grated Protected Areas System Act
land the Afma.

Garganera added that mining
cannot rely solely on the imple-
mentation of the mining law.

“If there is land conflict be-
tween mining law and other laws,
responsible mining is difficult, un-
less these conflicts are resalved.”
Garganera also pointed out
that responsible mining frame-
work is a multistage process, based
on the COMP model.

“What COMP is not saying is
that the model has not been com-
pleted in a single mine site. Steps 1
to 4 were done in Australia, fwhiie]
steps 5 to 8 were done in Africa.
Steps 9 to 12 were done in Canada.”
He said not one mine has prov-

en the hypothesis of their respon-

isible mining model.
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“Responsible minin

fallback position of thegr:;:llsin;
industry after it failed to defend
Fhe',concept of sustainable min-
Ing,” Garganera said. “Global en-
vironmental groups shot down
this concept.”

~ He said responsible mining
is only possible if there is a clear
national industrialization plan.
This plan, he said, should be able
o tell us what minerals we need

to industrialize, how much of -

these minerals we need to fuel
our industrialization and when
do we need these minerals,

“After we have clear answers to
these, only then do we talk ‘where’ do
we get these minerals, or where we
.t.‘vill allow mining?,” Garganera said.

'I%lis is not only responsible mining;
this is also rational mining”

Cost-benefit analysis
LOPEZ said the DENR is doing
cost-benefit analysis of mining op-
erations using total economic val
{TEV) as model. e
This way, Lopez said, ecosys-
tems services will be fully account-
ed in weighing the cost as against

the benefit of mining in a particu-
lar area. W

The TEV teams from Palawan
State University, Bicol University
and Mindoro State”College of Agri-
culture and Technology, who are ex-
perts in various disciplines; came up
with the conclusion that the benefits
of mining are minimal.

In the Bicol study, which fo-
cused on the operation of the Per-

lite mining in Legazpi City, Lopez .
said that after 40 years of mining, .

the poverty rate remains high at
45 percent. The poverty rate in the
two barangays where there is ongo-
ing mining is higher at 58 percent.

Legazpi City generates from
mining an annual revenue of
P22,000, which includes the P20,000
real property tax and around 2,000

Out of 12,000 households,
only 18 peaple are employed by the
mining company, she said.

{
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M poesible
Total bbnefifs in terms of em-

ployment, social development pro-
gram, taxe$ and multiplier effect
of the SDMP reached only P22.7
million. The costs, which include
agricultura] resources, coastal and
marine resgurces, forest resources,
health impact, tourism, soil ero-
sion and “option value”, reached
P169 million.

In Pala.[wan, which focused on
the operation of Citinickel mine
in Barangay San Isidro, Narra
town, total benefits in terms of
employment, SDMP, IP royalties
and taxes freached P151 million.
But becauge of the effect of min-
ing, the costs exceeded the bene-
fits because of the dwindling fish
catch, damaged coral reef and
health costs, Lopez said.

In Oriental Mindoro, which fo-
cused on the operation of a nickel
mining company in Naujan town,
total projected benefit is pegged at
P4.7 billion, as against the relevant
costs totaling P5.3 billion.

COMPB's Recidoro, in previous
discussions with the BUSINESS-
MIRROR, questioned the TEV mo-
dality, saying the benefits provided
by mining|companies, such as free
education, |free health care, roads
and bridges built, school buildings
and health-care facilities, are not
measured or taken into consider-
ation in th[ cost-benefit analysis.

“How |would you account for
the the benefit of mining, which
helped children graduate or com-
plete college degrees? How can you
account for the livelihood projects
or the treps that were planted by
mining companies during pro-

gressive mine rehabilitation?” he ¥ - °

stressed.

Environmental groups, In- e e e 0 e

cluding rhe ATM, Kalikasan-
PNE, Save Sierra Madre Move-
ment Inc.| the Pambansang Lakas
ng Kilusang Mamamalakaya ng
Pilipinas |(Pamalakaya) and their
networks of community-based

» proups and people’s organiza-
from special education fund. L

tions, are{ opposed to mining.

| lnfdigenous peoples

NOT all afre excited about the im-
pending closure of mining opera-
tions. Indigenous peoples’ tribes
that benefit from mining want
mil ing in|their ancestral lands.

!I In Surigao mining.stakehold-
ers are up in arms for the impend-
ing closurF of mining operations.

f Six tribal chiefs from three
towns in Surigao del Sur expressed
support behind mining and even
filed oppasition to the interim ap-

L r

pointment of Lopez before the
Commission on Appointments.
i Ina l‘etter dated February 17,
2017, Datu Engwan Ala and Datu
R%an Hur‘iiog of Carrascal, Datu
Benjamin Adjawon, Datu Escob-
aliAngelés and Datu Felipe Antad
of Cantilan, and Datu Benjamin
Tihdogant of Madrigao said mining
provided jobs and livelihood to the
people.

! The tribes are from the towns of
Cdrrascal,‘ Cantilan and Madrigao.

| They| fear that those who
would lose their source of income
from mining may be tempted to
gc% back to a life of crime, or worse,
even join}insurgents and criminal
organizations or syndicates in-

volved in kidnapping, illegal drugs,

ori illegal %ogging.
t Arguably, the debate over
mining, | whether responsible

mining is possible, or whether
tHe costs outweigh the benefit, is
fo? the long haul.
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‘Lopez

jeopardizing

confirmation by CA’

By JESS DIAZ
\

Akey leader of the Commis-
sion on Appointments warned
Environment Secretary Regina
Lopez yesterday that she is
jeopardizing her CA confir-
mation by making a baseless
claim that congressmen were
being offered P50 million each
to junk her.

“She’'s making things dif-
ficult for herself. As it is, there
are valid mining-related issues
she has to explain. She made
the situation worse,” Isabela
Rep. Rodolfo Albano [I[, who

But Lopez remains hopeful

that she will be confirmed by

‘March 1 despite the alleged

bribe offer. “I continue to hope
that they will vote according to
the highest principles of truth,
service and the common good
and wish them well,” Lopez
said.

For his part, Albano said
Lopez should prove her ac-
cusation. “Otherwise, she is
merely engaging in innuendo
and intrigue. I was inclined to
support her until this irrespon-
sible and unfounded statement
from her,” he said.

There are 12 congressmen’

sitting in the CA, the body em-
powured by the Constitution
to approve or reject Cabinet

]appoinl'ments. The head of the

ouse-CA contingent is San
Juan Rep. Ronaldo Zamora,
whose family owns Nickel Asia
Corp., one of the largest mining

lempanies in the country.

The imining industry,
through the Chamber of Mines
f the Philippines, has filed an
opposition to the confirmation
s} Lopez‘, who has ordered the
closure of 23 mines, suspension
of five and the cancellation of
75 mine production-sharing
agl'eemgnts for allegedly de-
stroying mountains and wa-
téersheds and polluting rivers.
~Albano said there were
others dpposing Lopez’s con-

firmation.
“ The Zamoras operate nickel

mines in the Caraga region (Su-
rigao-Agusan provinces) and
Palawan. It is not clear if they
are affected by Lopez’s orders.
In an interview on Tuesday,

‘Lopez told reporters: “I was

told every congressman was
offered P50 million if they
voted against me. Well, pcople
talk. Let the dice fall where
it may. | don’t know what's
going to happen, so I might
as well do what I have to do.
Politics is so messy. I know it
might affect my confirmation
because 1 know that mining
funds political campaigns.”
But she said there was no
evidence to implicate any
congressman “in the slightest

|
W;ny” and that “it’s just talk.”

:“T met some congressmen
and know of others, and my
experience has been good - in
fact, very good,” Lopez said.

lLopez earlier said she was
not afraid not to be confirmed
b)]f the CA, which has already
bypassed her a few times.
Duterte could always reap-
pgji:int her if she is bypassed.

She could no longer be reap- *

pt;ﬁinted if the CA rejects her.

'However, the appointments
body is not known to reject
Cabinel appointments, since
a rejection reflects negatively
on the President. Lopez is ap-
parently banking on Duterte’s
support.

|

|
The CA committee on envi-
ronment and natural resources
chaired by Sen. Manny Pac-
quiao is scheduled to tackle Lo-
pez’s appointment on March 1.

' Nojobs lost

Lppez ﬁ:lariﬁed as of now,
no Elining operations have
been formally stopped since
confpanies can still appeal to
the Office of the President.
“IThere are also no jobs that
have been lost because min-
ing is seasonal, and as of now,
operations are at a standstill
because of the rains so there

are no jobs to lose,” Lopez

said. — With Louise Maureen

Sin‘jeon, Mary Grace Padin

-




23 FER 2017 /

TDATE TUPTER HALF
¥
S .
’ PAGE | OWER HALL

_ \iR\ll*(;h COMMUNICATION AND INIII/\TIVI‘Q SERVICE

-

| ‘NOT NEWS'

PEOMOFFERR .
T0 DUMP ME
JUST GOSSIP,
SAYS GINA

By Jaivmee T. Gamil 1
@jaymeegamilINQ |

[t was just “tsismis” (gossip}—
not accusations, not news,

Environment Secretary
Gina Lopex on Wednesday
cleared the air on a contro-
versnl statement she made
to the Rotary Club of Makati
on ’I‘uesclay while she
averred to moves to block her
confirmation by the congres-
sional Commission on Ap-
pointments,

During her speech at the
gathering, which was attend-
ed by around 50 members of
the club and covered by vari-
ous media outfits, Lopez
said: "I was told every con-
gressman was offered Pgo
million if they voted against
me. Well, people talk. Let the
dice fall where it may.” _

In a video she posted on
her | Facebook page on
Wedr:lesday, Lopez explained
she wasn't making accusations
but was just repeating what
she heard from the grapevine.

“I have heard—you know
how people talk—that there
was a kitty where every con-
gressman was offered Pso
million if they voted against
me. That's just what I heard.
It's tsismis, there's no evi-
dence, there’s no anything.
And [ said that casually. It's
not & news bit,” Lopez said.

“It's just tsismis, and
they turncd sismis into a
headline,” l.opez said, react- | ‘ ’
ing to the rcports of her
statément. INQ
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Gina:
bribed

|
|
1

By Christine F. H
and John Paolo B ncito

lawmakers ahead of her
after she accused
P50 miilion each

San Juan Rep, Ronaldo Zamo-
ra, chairman of the House con-
tingent to the bicameral body,
said he canceled the cmtﬁesy call
Lopez requested on Monday and
decided to jusi see her L‘UFII‘IL the
CA hearing next Wednesday.

“[ have canceled Gina'§ courtesy
call on our contingent on Monday,
and will just meet her i in:open ses-
sions on Wedncsday at Her confir-
mation hearings,” Zamora told the
Manila Standard. :

Members of the |powcrf'ul
panel were aghast at thé charges
[Lopez made in a speeg h-to the
Malkati Rotary Club iast Tuesday
when she lashed at her cntlcs and
claimed to have rccew!t.d infor-

vote vs

errera, Maricel V. Cruz

HE House contmgcnt to the powerful |
Commissian on Appointments rebuffed
Environment Secr etary Regina Lopez,
who was seeking an audience with the

them of accepting bribes q
to vote against her.

Solons
P50m to

|

’|

confirmation hearing,

mation that CA membe
promised P50 million eac
blocked her confirmation.|
“My confirmation is on March
I. Let the [sword] fall where it
may. [ don’t care. I was tpld that
cvery congressman was |offered
P50 million if they voted agains(
me. I don’t know. [ heard (here’s| -
a kitty out there. I don't know,
That’s people talking,”! Lopez
told the businessmen.
"“To my detractors, sto
ready, [ mean if you’re gonha fight.
at least fight clean. These are below
the belt attacks. For exaniple, /-
guirer puls headlines, which are not
cven true. Manila Standnlrd puts

['s were
h if they
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things, whicli are not even truc.
Play the pame well. If you think
that what I'm doing is net nght at
least tell the truth,” Lopez said in a
vicleo she posted on her Facebook
page.

Isabela Rep. Rodolfo Albano il
wis incensed by Lopez' accusa-
tions.

‘She lieard? She jost heard and
she took it already as gospel fruth?
What's her motive for making it
puhlie? So that peaple would think
the CA members got bribed when
the congressmen vote against her?™”
Alaunc asked,

“We definilely would want to
knw who wanted 1o bribe the con-
gressmen with P30 million. Who
are they? How about the senators?
Hew much did they get?

“Did they aiso bother to ap-
proach Senator Loren Legurda, o
staunch environmenialist, and of-
ferad ber millions? [ would just love
to <now how Senator Legarda will
react to that,” he said, adding that
Lopez should have forescen the op-
position against her,

“What did she expect? She ran
ower so many. These apprieved par-
ties definitely do not want her there
at the DENR. [Buf] at the same
timie, those who support her advo-
cacics are lobbying hosd for her”
Alnano saxk.

Albang suid Lopez “should stop
acting like o prima donna and in-
stead explain why she deserve to be
a DENR secretary despite strong
opaasition against her confirma-
iion by several sectors.””

3ut other congressmen lambast-
ed L.opez for making wild accusa-
tions against legislators when she
dous not even attend congressional
hearings on mining-related bills
pending at the House,

3urigao del Norte Rep. Robert
Ace Barbers said resources persons
in congressionat hcunngs in aid of
]Lyahuun should not just ignore in-
vilabions from £ OIMITCsS.

“The committee should rep-
rinnd hee and send a strongly
werded lelter o her for § |gnnrmg
the: [invitation] of the committe,
Barbers said,

“She should be taught t}:ml she
cannot jgnare the invite; othenwise,
the committee should cite her for
contempt,” Baibers added.

The  comimitice, chaired by
Bayan Muna purty- hst Rep. Carlos
Zarate, is considering 11 ining-
related bills and invited Ldpcz lo
atiend, but she declined theinvita-
tion w nhoul uny cxplannnon

Lepez earlier earned the ireiol law-
makers aller she snubbed the he.lrlm__
conducted by 1he House committee
on ecolopy oo the adverse envirpn-
mental inmpact of mining.

ancz this month closed 23
mining companies and suspended
five others for alleged violations
of enviropmental laws. She later
canceted 75 mining contracts with
companies that she accused of
damaging watersheds and caus-

' ing siliation of coastal watérs and

farmlands.

Deputy Speaker and South Co-
tabato Rep, Ferdinand Hernander
carlier sugpested 1o the commit-
tee, chuired By Nueva LCIJd Rep.
Estrelliva Svansing, that it fssue a
subpoera to Lopez (o combe! her
mlendmw

“Since this s not the first time
the DENR secretary did not attend
this commitiee’s hearing, there
has (0 be a strongly worded letter
from the chairperson to compel the
DENR sceretary to attend the next
hearing und a warning for|a suh—
pocna if she {ils again to aucnd i
! lkmnndc’z ',.ml

JRT——
1 ;

|

Suansing said Lopez, who hay
been under intense criticism for ber
decision, hus already snubbed three
learings of his panel,

They also vowed to grill' Lopex
and make her explain her réported
“squandering away™ of millions
in public funds over eavironment
projects thal benefited her and her
family owned ABS-CBN Found:i-
tion In¢., amony other i l':sut.s raised
against her.

These were mullimillion proqut.
that spanne:d several years under
the previous adiinistrations at the
expense of the government, they
said. The prujects inciuded the Sab-
saban Falls Feo-tourism project in
Patawan, the: Lo Musa Ecopark pro-
ject in Quexaon City and the Pasig
River Rehahilitution project.

Lopez hersell answered the con-
troversy on her Facebook page and
maintained that her dcparlmct'ﬂ
“['o][owed duc process every step or
the-way.”

“Fo the mining companies, you
talk about contracts, [but] how about
our conteavt tu life? [ have every right
and it is my duty and abligation to
review contracts i light of the com-
mon good,” she said.

“That is Lhe duty of government:
To check which contracts benefit
everyone, and (hen it we sec thot a
cantract was made that affects the
community, i’s our duLy and re-
sponsibility to help thein.”

On  Wednesday, the Philip-
pine Nickel Industry Association
(PNIA) sajd Lopez was unfit to
lead the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources,

Expressing itz opposition 1o her
confirmation us DENR secretary,
the group said Lopez willfully cit-
cumvented due process when she
dlsregmdcd the findings of a tech-
nicaf rcv1cw commiftee to suspend
errmg mining companies. |

“Secretary Lopez’s decp-scaled ’

hins against mining in general has
vompromiscd her ability 10 lead a
government agency. Her personal
views about mining have unfairly
partrayed {he mining industry as
the villain and hos damaged the
reputation  of many responsible
mining companies in the coumry
in the eyes of the general public”
the PNIA said.

The nickel miners suid her deci-
sion 1o close mining companies on
her own withoul basis was already
enough grounds to disqualily er
for a Cabinct post on the grounds
of gross misconduct, gave abuse of
power and conduct unbecoing ofa
public officer,

Benpuet Corp Nickel Mines Inc,'n

wholly owned subsidiary of Benguet
Corp, said Wednesday Lapez bas no
legat basis in canceling its mining
contract in Zambales province,

In a disclosure to the stock ex-

change, the mining company said .

that the owder failed to identify
specific environmental viokstions
ol BNMI that would warrant can-
cellation of its mineral production
sharing agreerucnt (MPSA) with
the government. |

“As in the suspension osder, we
s!mn"ly object to such arbitrary
nctlons being mude without ahser-
vance of due procss and withow
basis in fact and in T said BNM]I
president Leopoldo S, Sison 111,

| DENR's onder alieged (hat
BNMI has impaired the function of
the watcrshed in the area,

But Sison said the company's ap-
proved MPSA issued in 2005 states
that BNM s cotract area is locat-
ed within the Zambualeg Chromite
Mineral Reservation,

“This specific mineml reservation
has been excluded from government
declared watersheds as proven by
area tlearance tssued by the DENR
prior to the MPSA approval. Qur
nicke! project comthues to he oper-
ated outside of any known. critical
or declured watershed.” Sison said.
With Anna Leah E. Gonzales
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Sinuportahan
ng militan-
teng grupong
Gabriela ang &
aksyong gina-
wa ng DENR
Sec. Gina Lo-
pez laban sa ¢
mga minahan |
makaraang
IHUgSf”Hﬂ-Sﬂ- *
me ang grupo
sa harapan ng
gate ng De-
partment of '3
Environment
and Natural
Resources sa
Qutezon City
kahapon.
(Kuha ni Boy
Santos)
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WIDESPREAD siltation problem along the coast where the Hinatuan Mining c‘ompan§ opefates inHinatuan

Island, Taganaan town, Surigao del Norte is shown here during an aerial inspection Sunday. The company

is one of 14 mining operators orderecf closed hy Environment Secretary ana Lopez. (RoeI.N. Catoto)
I T T
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NEDA

BY ANGELA CELIS

THE National Economic and Develop-
ment Authority (NEDA) said thin there
will be alternative employment for
those will be affected by‘| the order
of the Department of Environment of
Nitural Resources (DENR!) to cither
suspend or close severil mining sites
in different parts of the country.

Ernesto Pernia, socioeconomic plan-
ning secretary, said thatithat there
are other job opportunitigs for those
employed by mining companics that
were ordered o be suspended or
closed. '

“(DENR) Sec, Gina Lopcer says
she has alternative employment
for them. There are a lot, there are
greening projects, we have a lot
of construction projects this year,
there will be many job opportuni-
tics for these displaced workers.”
Pernia said. ?

“Sec. Lopez is inlo localiaren devel-
opment, to make local arcas, cspe-
cially tourist arcas, more; attraclive,
and there are a lot of job opportunitics
there,” he added.

Pernia said that the mining and quar-
rying industry as a whole!on]y has a
total of 217,000 workers,; which ac-
counts for about 1/2 of one pereent
of total persons employed.: This figure
already includes those employed by
mining firms that are allowed (o oper-
ate by the DENR. .

“Of course at the family level, it
can be devastating.” Pernia said when
asked about the impact of the job loss,

The NEDA chief said that he does not
expect all displiced workers 10 have
jobs immediately, and it could probably
take a month for them to be employed,

“We are émphasizing responsible
mining. Whatever policy or policy
decisions that arc made, they should

sees other jobs
for displaced miners

be data-based and evidence-driven,”
Pernia said wher asked about the
government's stand on ﬁ1ining under
the Philippine Development Plan.
Meanwhile, Carlos l)(‘)mingucz 111,
said that the estimated|three-month
review of mining operations, to he
undertaken by a teview team which
is a sub-committee of the Mining In-
dustry Coordinating Council (MICC).
is reasonable.
The MICC’s technical|review team
met last Monday at the BSP to discuss
the composition, scope, and process
involved in the review of mining op-
erations, which will be |done in con-
sultation with local government units.
Bayani Agabin, 1€nuncc undersecere-

tary who heads the DOF Legal Serv-
ices Group, said ghat the review will
start once there|is clearance from
the MICC and adminisﬂr:ttivc issucs
are resolved,

“We will do whalt Uscd, Agabin said.
I will ask them if dhe three-month pe-
riod is enough tinje to do the review,
but that's just ap initial estimate.
Three months seems to be reason-
able,” Domingues|said.

Agabin said that the desults of the
review is only "recommcpdzltory,” and
is also in compliance with existing
laws. The sub-committec will provide
the recommendations to the MICC.

“If you will look at Executive Or-
der 79, the MICC|is supposed to do,
cvery two years, a multi-stakeholder
review, So that is what we are doing;,
pursuant to what is mandated by Liw,”
Agabin said.

The DOF earlier said that the DENR’s
order to either shiit down or suspend
the operations of 28 mine sites across
the country will ‘ost 17 affected cit-
ies and municipalitics in| 10 provinces
over P323 million annually in {ore-
gone revenues.
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RAMON TULFO

SI Pangulong Digong ay
“psychopathic serial
killer™ at “No. 1 crimi-
nal” sa mga mata ni Sen.
Leila de Lima.
Matatawag mo bang
pqyn.hopathlc serial
killer™ ang isang lider na
nagdala ng kapayapaan
sa Davao City na noon
ay isang no man's land
dahil maraming mga
masasamang-loob na
nambiktima ng mga ma-
mamayan ay napatay?

Ano ang mas mahala-
ga sa iyo—ang buhay ng
mga magnanakaw, ak-
yat-bahay, mamamatay-
tao, rapists, kidnappers
at drug pushers, o yung
bubay ng mga mama-
mayan na sumusunod sa
hatas?

Anong ginawang kri-
men ng Presidente para
tawagin siyang “No. |
killer?”

Ang mga ulat na kri-
men na divmano’y gi-

nawa ni Mano Digon;l; ay
sabi-sabi lamang; hindi
pa siya nasampahaning
anumang kaso sa korte.

Sino ang pumupukol
ng paratang kundi isang
tao na invusig na ng

kanyang nakaraan dahil |

diumanoe’y p'lgbl&,qy
proteksiyon niya sa mga
convicted drug lords sa
New Bilibid Prisons sa
Muntinlupa at pagtang-
gap niya ng campaign
funds sa mga ito? I

Hayaan na natin ang
paratang na siya'y
nakipugmlik sa isang
preso sa “Munti”—kau-
na-unahang justice sec-
retary na pumawa
niyan—at sa k-myaug
drayber dahil iyan hy
mga personal na bagay
at wala tayong pa-
kialam.

Ng.\yun, mag- usap
tayo ng masinsinan. |

Sino ang pipiliin mo,
ang isang lider na

Sinira

g

mining

ang Marinduque

nagliligpit ng mga
masasamang loob o
yung nagpoprotekta ng
sindikato ng iligal na

droga?
aaa

Bakit bubuksan ng
Senido ang imbestigasy-
un sa mga alegasyon ng
retiradong pulis na si
Arthur Lascanas tungkol
kay Pangulong Digong
samuntalang sinabi niya

neong 2016 na walang -

Davao Death Squad o
DIs?

Pawang kasinun-
galingan lang daw ang
mga paratang na
maraming pinapatay na
mga kriminal ang noon
ay Davao City Mayor
Digong Duterte?

Kung nagsinungaling
si Lascanas noon ay
wiling dudang magsisi-
nungaling pa rin siya sa
susunod na hearing ng
Senado.

Qoo

Niglabuas ng litrato

ang 1 QU[R[ r

ng mga
diumano’y mga lider ng
katutubo sa Surigao del
Sur natapckmdo 53 utos
ni En 1ronment and
Natur l Resources Sec-
retary Gina Lopcz na is-
ara an{mga minahan sa
ga watershed areas
Nni lakad ng mga lid-
er (dn{) ng kututubo na
huwag ma- couflrm si
Gina Lopez sa Comnns-
sion o Appmutments
Ipupusta ke ang la-
hat n a[-cmg pera na
mga h IW'ld o f'lkc ang
mga n gmsabmg sila’y
mga katutubo Sila’y bi-
myar lamdng ng mga
mmm companies.

l trato, ang kani-
ldng tutubong ka-
suotaniay mga bago at
sila’y hindi bilad sa araw
kundi mga nagsa-sun-
block na mga laga low-
land.

Dalawa pa nga sa
kanila ay may sunglasses
na nnk:]'s:lbit sal kanilang

ulo.

Ang mga tunay na
katutubo ay hindi nag-
susuot ng mga sunglass-
es.

Qaa

Sa mga galit kay Gina
Lopez dahil sa kanyang
kampanya laban sa irre-
sponsible mining o pag-
papatayo ng minahan sa
mga watersheds, tingnan
ninye ang nangyari sa
probinsiya ng
Marinduque.

Matagal nang
nagsara ang Marcopper,
isang Canadian mining
company, pero iniwan
nito ang Marinduque na
naghihirap.

Ang mga bata ay hin-
di na puwedeng luman-
goy v maligo sa mga ilog
at ang mga mangingisda
ay malayo sa dalampasi-
gan ang kanilang
pangingisda dahil sa
mga dumi o mine tail-
ings na iniwan ng Mar-
copper,
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Dominguez backs 3-
tlmeﬁfame for miniy

ATHREE-MONTH window for reviewing the
closure and suspension orders on mining
operations seems reasonable, given how
complicated the task is for the technical
working group (TWG) created under the

Mining Industry Coordinating Council {MICC),
Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez 3rd said.

“We will do what Agabin said. You look at
three months,” he told reporters late Tuesday
on the sidelines of the Asian Development

f
I
1
i
|
|
|

. have to see what they did,” he said,
|

| nounced a three-month timeframe for the
o TWG review.

s 3 .
LAl . s

Bank 50th Anniversary Reception.
Finance Undersecretary Bayani Agabin,
a member of the MICC-TWG, earlier an-

"1 will ask them, that's just an Initial esti-
mate. Three months seems to be reasonable.
You have to read ali the mining contracts, yo

The MICCissued Resolution 6 after the

15

monﬂ_fz
review

Department of Environment and Natural
Resources ordered to shut down 23 mining
sites and suspended five others.

The Bureau of Local Government Finance
(BLGF) noted in a report that the closure and
suspension of 28 mining operations acrass
the chntry will cost 17 affected cities and
municipalities in 10 provinces over P821 mil-
lion In yeaily foregone revenues.

T Mining B2

] MINING FROM B1

Of the amount:, collections of the
affected focal governments amount
to P340 million, comprising P53.54
million in real property taxes
(RPTs), P263.13 m!l!mn from busi-
ness tax, fees, charges and other
local charges, anfl P23.29 million
from provincial révenues.

The share of lacal governments
from mining taxes,collected by the
national guvernment accounts for
P481.17 miltion.

Local guvernments directly col-
lect from mining flrms operating
in their munlcrpalmes and cities
real property taxes (RPTs), local
business tax, mayors permit fee,
regulatory and administrative fees
and occupation fegs,

Local governments get a 70 percent
share from property'taxes im posed by
cities, while 15 percént goes to percent

Dominguez backs 3-month

to the barangay divectly affected and 15
percent to componen barangays

From the property tax collected
by the province, it gets a 35 percent
share while 40 percent goes to the.”
municipality and 25 percent to

|

the barangays where the mrn:ng
site is located. l

The Chamber of Mines of the Phlhp- .

" pines (COMP) estimated that almost

P70 billion in gross production ‘\ralue .
and close to P20 billion in taxeswould -
be lost if the DENR deqslon pushes
through. About 67,000 jobs are‘also at -
risk, it said.

Last year, local governments
hosting mining projects recewed .
P233.8 million or 40 percent of the -
P585 miflion in mining taxes col- -,
iected from December 2011 to the
fourth quarter of 2014, '

MAYVELIN U, CARABALLQ;

1
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SURIGAO del Norte Rep. Robe
the House committee on envir
Environment Sec. Gina Lopez or snubbing anew the
body’s invitation for her to appear in yesterday’s hear-
ing on mining-related bills. :
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BARBERS...

From Puge 1

Barbers, House com-
mittee on dangerous
drugs chair, said resource
persons in congressional
hearings in aid of legisla-
tion should not just ig-
nore conveniently invita-
tions from Congress,

“The committee
should reprimand her
and send a strongly word-
ed letter to her for ig-
noring the invite of the
committee. She should
be taught that she can-
nol, ignore the invite;
otherwise, the committee
should cite her for con-
tempt,” said Barbers.

Lopez has ordered the
closure of 23 firms, sus-
pension of five others and
cancellation of the min-
ing contracts of 75 com-
panies which are report-
edly damaging water-
sheds and causing silt-
ation of coastal waters
and farmlands,

The House committee
on environment and natu-
ral resources chaired by
Bayan Muna party-list Rep.
Carlos Zarate is deliberat-
ing on 11 bills on mining,

It sent an invitation
to Lopez who declined
without any explanation.

Buhay party-list Rep.
Lito Atienza said he
would push for the res-
toration of the Question
Hour in Congress.

“We miss Cabinet
members attending con-
gresgional hearings.
They do not attend com-
mittee hearings any-
more,” Atienza said.

Atienza lamented the
fact that Cabinet mem-
bers send “third-rate,
third level officials” to
Congress as resource

persons on matters of
national importance.

“Clerks | probably
even, who eéannot an-
swer simple questions. So
we will require, we will
push for it, for the ques.
tion hour to be revived.
Question hour means
Cabinet members will
have to attepd session
and answer, queslion
from the congressmen,”
Aticnza said. !

Atienza added he
would aclively advocate
for the revival of the
Question Hour in Con-
gress as this will improve
the performahces of the
different departmenis.

Earlier, the chairper-
son of the House com-
mittee. on ecology hit
Lopez for her secming
pattern of snubbing eon-
gressional invitations
when her presence is
very crucial and vital to
the hearings [{thal were
held before.

Nueva Ecija Rep. Es-
trellita Suansing, the
panel chairman, hil Lo-
pez after she failed o
atlend the commiltee's
recent motu proprio in-
vestigation on the ad-
verse environmential im-
pacts of mining opera-
tions in the cbuntry.

Deputy Speaker and
South Cotabato Rep.
Ferdinand Hernandez
moved. that :Suansing
send a strongly worded
letier to Lopoez and com-
pel her to attend the next
hearing, with a warning
for i subpoenal if she fails
to show up again.

“Since this'is nol the
first time the DENR sec-
relary did not &itend this
committee’s : hearing,
there has o bé a strong-
ly worded letter from the
chairperson to tompel the
DYNR secretary to atlend

the next hearing and a
warning for a subpoena
if she fails again to at-
tend it,” said Hernandez.

The House committee
on ecology has moved to
send another invitation
compelling her to attend
the next hearing on
March 1, 2017.

The committee mem-
bers were displeased by
Lopez's absence during
last week’s hearing and
her failure to send a rep-
resentative,

Suansing said thera
had been three hearings
of the committee wherein
the secretary of the De-
partment of Enviroriment
and Natural Resources
(DENR) did not honor the
panel’s invitation,

She said these were
about the proposed Plastic

Products Regulation Act,

Manda‘atnry Environment
Insurance Coverage, and
lately | the motu proprio
investigation into the nd-
verse impacts of mining
operations in the country.

Su:ansing said the
funding from the Man-
datory Environment In-
suranee Coverage will go
to thd DENR.

“DENR, this serves
as your warning, inii-
snub hinyo kami, A lol
of meetings were set for
you. We are even pass-
ing ]ajws here for your
beneﬁt. You've been ig-
noring this committee.
This will serve as your
warnjng. Don’t send
somebody who cannot
answer questions here.
Respédet the House of
Représentatives, most
especially this commit-
tee,” said Suansing.
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By Ryan Ponce
Pacpaco

FOR snubbing a House
invitation anew, Envi-
ronment Sec. Gina Lo-
pez earnted the ire of
lawmakers, claiming
this is tantamount to
disrespecting the House
of Representatives.
Lopez did not show

up = again  during

Wednesday hearing of

the House committee on
environment on mining-
related bills in the wake
of her decision to close
and suspend mining
firms and cancelling the
mining contracts.

Surigao del Norte
Rep. Robert Ace Barbers,
who chairs the House
Committee on Danger-
ous Drugs, said resource
persons in congression-
al hearings in aid of leg-
islation should not just
ignore conveniently the
invitations from Con-
gress.

"The  committee
should reprimand her
and send a strongly
worded letter to her for
ignoring the invite of the
committee," said Bar-
bers.

"Sheshould be taught .

that she cannot ignore
the invite; otherwise, the
committee should cite
her for contempt," said
Barbers. -

Lopez wasbehind the
closure of 23 firms and
suspension of five oth-
erswhile themining con-
tracts of 75 companies
have been cancelled for
reportedly causing dam-
age to watersheds and
siltation of coastal wa-
ters and farmlands.

The House committee

onenvironmentand nat-
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ural resources chaired by
Bayan Muna party-list
Rep. Carlos-Zarate is de-
liberating on 11 bills on
mining,

[t sent an invitation
to Lopez bt the latter
declined the invite with-
out any explanation,

Buhay party-list Rep.
Lito Atien‘za, said he
would pusl for the res-
toration of the Question
Hour in Cp‘ngress.

“We miss Cahinet
members attending con-
gressional. hearings.
They do not attend com-
mittee hearings any-
more," Atienza said.

Atienza lamented the
fact that Cabinet mem-
bers send "third-rate,
third level officials” to
Congress as resource
persons to matters of na-
tional importance.

“Clerks | prubably
even, who|cannot an-
swer simple questions,”
Atienza lamented,

"So we will require,
we will push for it, for
the question hour to be
revived. Question hour
means Cabinet membors
will have to attend ses-
sion and answer ques-

tion from the congress- .

men," Atienza said.
Atienza said he
would actively advaocate
for the revival of the
Question Hour in Con-
gressas thiswillimprove
the performances of the
different departments.
Earlier, the chairper-
son of the House com-
mittee on ecology hit Lo-
pez for her seeming pat-
tern of snubbing con-
gressional linvitations
when her presence is
very crucial and vital to
the hearings thal were
held before,

This was the statel
ment of Nueva Ecija Rep,
Estrellita Suansing, th
panel chairman, afte
Lopez, who is under fir
over her order to clos
and suspend minin
firms, did not attend thé
committee’s recent moty
proprio investigation o
theadverse environmen
tal impacts of mining op
erations in the country

Deputy Speaker an
South Cotabato Rep. Fer|
dinand  Hernande
moved that Suansin
send a strongly worde
letter to Lopez and com

el her to attend the nex
earing, with a warnin
forasubpoena ifshe fail
to show up again.

“Since this is not th
first time the DENR Sec
retary did notattend thi
committee’s hearing
there has to be a strongi
worded letter from th
chairperson to compe
the DENR Secretary t
attend the next hearin
and a warning for a sub
poena if she fails agai
to attend it,” said Her
nandez.

The House committe
onecology has moved t
send another invitatio
compelling her to atten
the next hearing o
March 1, 2017.

The committee mem
bers were displeased b
Lopez’s absence durin
last week’s hearing an
her failure to send a rep
resentative.

Suansing said ther
had been three hearing
of the committee where
.In the secretary of th
Department of Environ!
ment and Natural Re
sources (DENR) did no
honor the panel’s invita
tion.
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She said these were
about the proposed Plas-
tic Products Regulation
Act,| Mandatory Envi-
ronment Insurance Cov-
erage, and lately the
moty proprio investiga-
tion into the adverse im-
pacts of mining opera-
tions in the countgy.

Simnsing said the
funding from the Man-
datoty Environment In-
sura:nce Coverage will
£0 tg the DENR,

J'DENR, this serves
as ypur warning, inii-
snub ninyo kami. A lot
of meetings were set for
you.|We are even pass-
Ing laws here for your
benefit. You've been ig-
noring this committee.
This jwill serve as your
warning. Don't send
somebody who cannot.
answer questions here,
Respect the House of
Representatives, most
especially this commit-
tee,” |said Suansing,
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THIRTY-ONE years ago,
the People Power revolution
bappened. The Reform the
Armed Forces Movement
broke away from the Mar-
cos government. They stayed
first at Camp Aquino and lat-
er on at Camp Crame. Then-
PC/INP Chief Fidel Ramos
joined Defense Secretary
Juan Ponce Eanrile and Col.
Gregorio Honasan, ‘

Three days later, the
strongman  President Fer-
dinand Marcos went on a
self-exile with the help of
the Americans to Honolulu,
Hawaii. That prompted the
installation of the housewife
of the late Senator Ninoy
Aquino as the next president.
The rest is history.

So what did the 1986 Peo-
ple Power Revolution achieve
for the nation? Poverty and
joblessness still stalk the
land. The gap between the
rich and the poor seems to
grow wider, Do we now en-
Jjoy the freedoms denied us in
the past? Have our lives be-
come better at all?

This is why [ have been
pessimistic about the subject
of celebrations.

The idea is to move on and
let not those who would re-
mind vs of the dark pages of
our history get the better of
us,

* ¥ %

W hen
President
Duterte ap-
pointed
Gina Lopez
as secre-
tary of En-

TOTHE

Dump Ldpez

vironment

and Natural

Resources,

I said 1o

mysell, the

President is

making his

biggest mistake.

: Lopez used to say that if
she had her way she would
not have mining at all in
f Southeast Asia, particularly

in the Philippines.

" And that’s exactly what
she did by ordering the clo-
sure of 23 mining firms and
suspending five more. More
réccntly. she cancelled 75

- Mineral Production Sharing
Agreements in the pursnit
of her “green economy” and
eco-tourism.

Does she not realize she is
duty-bound to observe due
process and the rule of law?

The financial losses to lo-
cal governments and national
ecopomy cannot be -under-
estimated. The exact figure
of P821.!5 millien is even
higher than the one estimat-
ed eartier al P00 million by
the Department of Finance.
What is particularly alarm-
ing in the DoF financial data
was that all three municipali-
ties stand to lose all their op-
erating incomes.

These losses don’t include
real estate taxes, local busi-
nc:ss taxes, mayor’s permit
fees, regulatory and admin-
istrative fees and a lot more,
The local governments aré
also entitled to a share-—all

these alone will amount to
P481.17 million.

The Lopez network, ABS-
FBN, tried to justify the ac-
tions of Lopez, but stopped

short when it could no longer

gloss over what Lopez did 10
local governments and the
national economy. My guiay,

;sy_me'].Z—miIlionjobs will be

lost!

The heiress Lopez patron-
Ezes the poor and the jobless

when she argues that mining -

causes harmful effects on the
ex{vironment, and that local
communities do not receive
the economic benefits and
fair return for hosting min-
ing concerns,

But she does not care. She
can afford to push her advo-
cacy because she was born
ric‘:h.

Santa Banana, employ-
ers have aired their concern
that what Lopez — who was
once a drug addict commit-
ted to DARE Foundation, but
escaped and later on became
a member of Ananda Marga,
an Indian meditation cult-- s
doing could worsen poverty.

Lopez said she could not
care less if she is not be con-
fiqrned as DENR secretary.
Of course. She doesn’t need
the job.

Now she complains that
members of the Commission
on Appointments have been
offered P50 million apiece so
thgy would not confirm her,

I am sure lawmakers will
not take this sitting down.
While she did not name
names, her allegations cast
a cloud over Congress as a
w]?o]e.
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The commission should
also inquire into her alleged
misuse of funds, both privaie
and public, and her conflict
of interest. Thé Lopez-owned

i pipeline
paews. - - spanning
Batangas

kk Appointing
her was President
Duterte’s biggest
mistake. A

' to Manila
leakecd,
making

condo-
minium
building in
Makati un-
inhabitable.

She is not
doing any-
thing about
it, though. 1 am not surprised.

If the President really
wants change, he should
make Lopez resign since she
seems to be the biggest stum-~
bling block in cfforts to solve
poverty and joblessncss.

Mister President, listen
to Finance Secretary Carlos
Dominguez and other mem-
bers of the Cabinet, who see
Lopez more  as a problem
than as a solution.

* K

Alleged threats and demo-
lition jobs seem to be the
concern of people around
the President ihese days.
But while National Secu-
rity Adviser Hermogenes
Esperon says there are no
specific threats, presidential
spokesman: Ernesto Abella
and Communications Secre-
tary Martin Andanar so eas-
ily point to attempts to oust
President Duterte.

Abella and Andanar now
point to destabilization plots
against the President by the
“Yellowtards™ of  former
President Aguino.

indeed these two have be-
come the President’s worst -
encmies,

k& ok

Every s0 often, we read
contrasting claims of ABS-
CBN and GMA-7 on televi-
sion ratings leadership.

The Lopez-own‘cd network
uses Kantar Media while
GMA 7 uses Niclsen figures.

T'd rather belicve in GMA
7. Nielsen is more widely
used and |hence more cred-
ible.

This is aside from the fact
that ABS-CBN is‘ often used
to advocatf the interests of
vested groups.
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DENR Sec. Gina Lopez
| isnallel'a, ISE! '

NAKAKA-TATLO ka na, ha!

“DENR, this serves as your warning, inii-snub ninyo
kami. A lot of meetings were set for you. We are even
passing laws here for your benefit. You've been ipnoring
this committee. This will serve as your warhing. Don’t
send somebody who cannot answer questions here.
Respect the House of Representatives, most especially
this committee,” ito ang patutsada ni House committee on
ecology chairperson Rep. Estrellita B. Suansing.

Nagbanta ang mga miyembro ng komite na papadalan
ng subpoena si Environment and Natural Resources
Sceretary Gina Lopez kapag mabigo ulit itong dumalo sa
susunod na pagdinig.

Hiniling nina Deputy Speaker at South Cotabato Second
District Rep. Ferdinand L ternandez kay Suansing na
magpadala ng strongly worded letter kay Lopez at pilitin
itong dumalo sa susunod na pagdinig, kung hindi, i-
subpoena kapag hindi dumalo ulit, ! .

“Since this is not the first time the DENR Secretary did
not attend this committee’s hearing, there has to be a
strongly worded letter from the chairperson to compei the
DENR Secretary to attend the next hearing and a warning
for a subpoena if she fails again to attend it,” sabi ni Her-
nandez. f

May motu proprio investigation ang komite sa salungat
na tama sa kalikasan ng mining operations sa bansa.
Sumama ang loob ng myga mivembro sa hindi pagsipot ni
Lopez at pagkabigong hindi magpadala ng kinatawan,

Aydn kay Rep. Henry S. Quminal (2nd District, Misamis
Occidental) kailangan ang presensya ng DENR Secretary
o ng Undersécretary na namamahala sa mining operations,

Sinabi pa ni Oaminal na kailangan nitang malaman ang
maa paglabag ng mga kompanya sa pagmiming pira mag-

bigay linaw na
show cause ord
mining permits/
Sumang-ayon
at Rep. Jose L. A
lamang ng oras
mambabatas na
“T therefore m
another invitatio
Secretary that if

inse lumabas sa mga pahayagan na may
ers, cancellations, and suspensions of
perations galing sa DENR.

si Oan:1ina1 sa pahayag nina Hernandez
tienza (Party-list, Buhay) na mag-anksaya
kung i‘tutuloy ang pogding para sa mga

may hectic schedule.

ove to!postpone this hearing and cxtend
n, a diplomatic invitation, to the DENR
and wl‘}en she will still snub i, that may

wartant a subpoena,” sabi ni Qaminal.

Ayon naman
hindi sinipot n
syong ipinadala
Plastic Products
Insurance Cover
tigation into the

kay Suansing may latlong pagdinig ang

DENR Secretary, sa kabila ng imbita-
ng komite. Tungkol ito sa: the proposed
Regulation Act; Mandatory Environment
age; at fang hull ang motu proprio inves-
adverse impacts of mining operations in

the country. Suahsing said the funding from the Manda-

tory Environms
DENR.

nt Insurance Coverage will go to the

ok
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- Benguet to sue DENR
. By LOUISE MAUREEN SIMEON

Listed miner Bengucet  unjustifiable as it noted it

Corp. and its subsidiary are
taking legal action against
the Department of Envi-
ronment and Nalural Re-
sources (DENR) following
a closure order,

Benguet Corp. and Bon-
guet Nickel Mines Inc,
(BNMI1) were amony the
28 firms that were ordered
closed by Environmenl Sec-
retary Gina Lopez eartier
this month,

“We sce no basis at all for
the cancellation order and
we will take all the necessary
sz Jegal actions and exhaust all
- temedies available to pro-
vent the implementation of
the order,” the company said
ina regulatory filing,

“We are set to file an im-
mediate appeal which shal)
stay or stop the execution
and implementation of the
order until the issues are re-
solved on the merits under
the law,” it added.

The company noted that
the order failed to identify
its specific environmon-
tal violations that would
warrant cancellation of jls
authority to mine in its pat-
ent claim.

“We strongly object 10
such arbitrary actions bein W
made without observance
of due process and withou|
basis in fact and in law,”
Benguet said.

The company main-
tained thal the order js

i5 1SO certified.
Benguet also claimed
it has not abandondd its
Antamok mine nor it has
withdrawn on its obliga-
tion to rehabilitate thelarea,
For its part, BNMJ dis-
missed allegations if has
impaired the function of
the watershed in the areq
following the cancelldtion
of its mineral produdtion
sharing agreement (MPSA).
“Our nickel project ton-
tinues to be operated byt
side of any known, critical
or declared ,watiershc d,”
itsaid, © T T
BNMI said its: contract
area 1s located within the
Zambales Chromite Min-
cral Reservation, which
has been excluded from the
sovernment declared
tersheds as proven by area
clearance issued by DENR.
The company also ¢x-
pects to be able to haul the
carlier validated stockpiles
pursuant to the ore trags-
port permits given by the
MGB which directed the
removal of the stockpilLs
for environmenta) reasors.
“Although the issuande
of the permits was delayed,
we hope to substantiall
complete the hauling an
shipment of the stockpilas
before the start of the raink
season, batring any unford-
seen crcumstances,” BNM
said,

T,
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specify mine violations

LISTED mining firm, Benguet Corp. said that it
will exhaust all legal remeclics against the Depatrt-
ment of Environment and Natural Resources'
(DENR) order cancelling the mineral production
sharing agreement (MPSA) ol its subsidiary Ben-
guetCorp. Nickel Mines Inc. (BNMI} after lailing,
to specify the violations that would warrant its
cancellation.

In a disclosure to the Philippine Stock Ex-
change, BNMI said that aside from failing to
specify the violations, the order is objectionable
since it mentioned that the company's mining
operations is located inside & watershed despite
the company owning a clearance issucd by the
DENR that the mineral reservation area is ex-
cluded from government declared watersheds.

The company added that it complied with all
environmental and social remediation measures

that directed the removal for environmental
reasons and hopes to start hauling and shipping
it before the rainy season.

“We are confident that we will be able to
surpass this hurdle considering that our min-
ing operition is compliant with environmental
standards and our legal rights are well founded,”
Sison further expressed.

Meanwhile, DENR secretary Regina Lopez said
in a statement that the information that there js
a promised P30 million for EVery congressman
voting against her confirmation is not based on
any evidence.

“This is not based on any evidence whatsoever
and should not implicate any congressman in the
slightest way. It’s just talk. I have met some con-
gressmen and know of others and my experience
has been good - in fact, very good. I continuc to

set by the Mines and G:oscieqccs Bureau (MGB)
except for the provision of constructing a onc
mine haul road.
“(The one mine haul road) was left but we
have now signed a contract with a partner for its
construction, the delay caused mostly by right-
of-way issues. We therefore sde no basis at all for
the cancellation order and we will take all the
necessiry legal actions and exhaust all remedies
available to prevent the implementation of the
order. We are set to file an immediate appeal
which shall stay aucl/civr stop the execution and
implementation of the order l:mti] the issues arc
resolved on its merits under 111(; law,” BNMI presi-
dent, Leopoldo Sison 11 said in the disclosure.
The company added that it :cxpects to be able
to haul the earlier validated stockpiles pursuant
to the ore transport permits éiven by the MGB

hope that they will voie acco dingg (o the high-
est principles of truth, service| and the common
good - and wish them|well,” she stated.
“T'would also like tg add that as of now there
are ne mining operations that|haye stopped he-
cause the process is they can go on appeal after
receiving the notice of suspelision or closure,
There are no jobs that have been lost becayse
nining is seasonal and s of now, operations are
at a standstill because|of the rains so there are
ne jobs to lose. And in the event that a closure
order will take place, 1 am confident that with
government's help, wé will he abie to bring on
a much more stable cconomy,” Lopez claimed.
The environment chief also cited that the
DENR only want minfng firms to follow Tuw,
pertaining to the pmtt]ction ofithe environment

for future generations.

1
1
i
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Lopez urged to 1
suspension for co

By JonaTHAN L. MAYUGA W @joslmayuga

OCK Energy International

Corp.—which operates a coal

stockpile in Vitas, Tondo, Ma-
nila—is appealing to Environment Sec-
retary Regina Paz L. Lopez to heed its
call to lift the suspension of its environ-
mental compliance certificate (ECC).

Carlo Fontanilla, managing di-
rector of Rock Energy, wrotealetter
to Lopez on January 18 reiterating
the company’s compliance of the
conditions of the ECC issued by the
Departiment of Environment and
Natural Resources. (DENR),

In a statement, Fontanilla said
the DENR-Environmental Marmn-
agement Bureau-National Capital

Region (EMB-NCR), headed by Di-
rector Visminda Osorio, inspected
the company's coal facility several
times, together with the EMB-Cen-
tral's Quick Response Team (EQRT)
and other multisector groups.
“Both technical teams of EMB-
NCR and the EQRT recommended
the lifting of the suspension of our
ECC. However, to date, our request

Sto

*

Director Osorioof E
tanilla sai

“It is in|view of
we are aptpealing

is not bei}g acted

a:m il

re
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tECC

ckpile

accordingly by

MB-NCR," Fon-
in his letter to Lopez.
the above that

to your office

for immediate favorable action
for the lifiting of the suspension
of Rock Energy ECC,” the Rock
Energy official sai‘d.
Fontanillaalso asked for ameet-
ing with Lopez, pt"eferably at the
Vitas Industrial Estate, where their
coal storage is located, “to person-
ally appreciate that the temporary

coal-storage area is

not adverse but

israthera essentigl partofaneffi-

tial industries in nation-building.”

cientlo gis}'cs supply chaintoessen-

Itwas thesecond time Fontanilla
sent a letter to Lo}pez. In his De-
cember 15, 2016, letter, the Rock

|
Energy of%icial sai‘d the company
has fully complied v‘vith the specific
conditions| set forth in the notice

Located at Lot 3-G Earnville,
Vitas Industrial Estate in Vitas,
Tondo, Rock Energy’s Mineral Prod-
ucts Storage and Handling Facility
had been the subject of complaints
by residents of Barangay 105, who
claimed coal dusts from the facility
have exposedthem toserioushealth
risks, such as respiratory diseases.

Inresponse, the DENR suspend-
ed the firm’s ECC NCR-1405-0199
on June 24, 2015, effectively shut-
ting down the stockyard.

of violatio
DENR-EMB.

issued to them by the

. variouspollution-controlsystemsat - |
the facility—more than what was '

Rock Er'le.rgy said it has in?alled

required by the EMB—and that

the inspection teams have récom-

mended their reopening,
RockEnergy,atradingand ogis-

tics firm based in the Port Atea, is -

mainlyinvolved incoaland mineral
distribution, supplyingvital miner-
alresources toleading manufactur-
ers in the country, such as cement
and glass companies.
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Fate of mining industry up to

Val A. Villanueva

BUSINESSWISE

T looks like President Duterte will have the final say‘on what to
do with what he calls “the'mess” createt by Environment Secre-
tary-designate Regina Paz L. Lopez.

Duterte says he will ensure due
process will be observed this time
around, explaining the closure of
mines should be weighed in with the
lossofjobsand economic disruptions
Lopez’s closure order will cause.

Natural Resources (DENR)secretary-
designate, amend or totally abolish
anestablishedjurisprudence? What I
knowis thatminingactivitiesarepro-
hibited bylawin watersheds declared
as “critical”, and that it is beyond Lo-

ny

H_E

In trying to untangle such mess,
what I believe the government and
miningstakeholders should focuson
is whether there is truth in her as-
sertionthatthoseshe ordered cloged
are really operating in watersheds
and if the mining firms concerned
are creating environmental havoc,

Lopez earlier ordered the closure
of 23 mines and the termination of
7Smineral production sharingagree-
ments, claiming they are all operat-
ing in watershed areas.

She also says mining should be
prohibited both in legally decreed
and “functional” watersheds. This
assertion, I find disturbing. Canshe,
as Department of Environment and

Pez to declare which, because only
Duterte as the country's president
has that power.The Revised PForestry
Code, or Presidential Decree 705, is-
sued in 1975 defines a watershed as
“a land area drained by a stream or
fixed body of water and its tributar-
ies having a common outlet for sur-
face runoff”.

The law also describes a “critical
watershed” as “a drainage area of
a river system, which supports ex-
isting and proposed hydroelectric
power, irrigation works or domestic
water facilities that need immediate
protection or rehabilitation”. The
DENR's River Basin Control Office
hasidentified 142 critical watersheds

Duterte

cross the country.

From where [ sit, the law does
not say anything about “functional
watersheds”, and if we go by Lopez’s
definition, then even Edsa nestles
an a watershed.

Now,llet’s delve into the issue of
/hether, these mining operations
ollute the waters. In September
(15 Minesand Geosciences Bureau
IC Regional Director Danilo U.
lykieng‘supported the earlier find-
ngs of local geologists that there is
onickelcontaminationin therivers
of Zambales,

InaSenatehearing, Uykiengsaid,
pon questioning by Environment
ommittee Chairman Francis G. Es-
udero, “...for therecord, Your Honor,
here is no actual nickel contamina-
on in Zambales. However, there is
mpacton thesedimentationbecause
f natural erosion....”

Such pronouncement echoes the
Indings of local geclogists, who said
earlier that what caused the color of
the Zambales rivers to turnreddish-

rownwassoilerosion, which occurs

uring heavy rains. They claimed
the soil in the mining areas is rich
i nicke]’ laterites, which render
the area inhabitable by large trees.

rees arela natural deterrent to soil
erosion, as they rein in the soil they

eplanted on. They explained that,
even witl‘mut mining, the soil will
cpscade downstream and cause the
aters to|turn reddish-brown. This

=

Q2 0N e
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phenomenon has been gbing on for
centuries and cannot be attributed
to mining, they said.

’Perhaps,thiswaswhatLopeZSaw o

from thevantage pointofa helicopter
whenshedidan ocular inspection of
the affected areas. Based on the vi-
sual images she saw, she made that
erroneousdecision, glossingoverthe
latest scientific findings of her own
peoplein thé audit report.

Thereis no question that the en-
vironment should be protected, but
a rational DENR secretary should
be adept at striking the balance
between the need to preserve our
ecosystem and the need to harness
our natural resources for the bern-
efit of all. For as long as we rely on

productsandservicesrelated tomm- - - ...
ing, the government should see to it
that access to them should remain
unhampered, and that regulatory
agencies are on their|toes for any
signs of abuse.
The Mining Act is pregnant with
clauses that control the operations
ofminingcompanies.!rllthe gm}ern-
ment has to do is implement them
with vigor, but never constrict min-
ing operations to the detrimexlqt of
- their host communities, which rely
on the industry, and|the national
treasury to which these companies
make substantial contributions.

For comments and suggestijns, e-mail meat
mvalav@gmail.com,
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Baguio eyes Environment V\ileqk inJune

BAGUIO CITY—The City Coun-
cil approved on first reading a pro-
posed ordinance institutionalizing
the first week of June each year as
City Eavironment Week.
Authored by Councilor Elaine
1. Sembrano, the ordinance aims
1o come up with a regular and lo-
cal government-sponsored  and
Sanctoned aeiiviy Tas anavenuo
for the promotion and information
drive ol the various policies, pro-
grams and projects on health and

sanitation, waste management
and envirommental protection, in-
cluding private sector initiatives
on these public concerns.”

The ordinance would create
committee led by the city mayor
as chairman and the City Gener-
al Services Officer as action of-
ficer. Committec member would
nctude  the ity Environmient
and Parks Management Officer.
City Social Welfare and Devel-

opment Officer, Chairperson of

the City Council Committee of
Health and Sanitation| and the
President of the Assogiation o
Barangay Councils. r

Representative fron] the De-
partment of Environment ang
Natural Resources, Departiment
of Science and Technology, De-
partment of Trade and Tndusiry,
the academe, duly dccredited
non-government organizations
with programs relatgd to en-
vironment protection] and the

Association of Recyclers would
also join the committee.

The body would then formu-
late the program of activities for
the weeklong City Environment
Week, the requirements and
guidelines for public participa-
tion, and criteria for the Search
for the Most Innovative Indig-
enous or Locaily Developed
Waste management practice or
technology, among others, Sem-
brano said. Dexter A. See
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Cebu mayor:
Power plant
‘outrageous’

By MARS W. MOSQUEDA JR.

CEBU CITY — Mayor Tomas
Osmeiia said he is opposed to the
construction of a 300-megawatt coal-
fired power plant in Barangay Sawang
Calero.

“Three hundred megawatt is outra-
geous. I’s too much,” he told reporters.
He said he is against having a power
plant in a densely-populated barangay
such as Sawang Calero.

Osmefa made his stand clearevenas
over a hundred residents from Sawang
Calero and four neighboring barangays
marched in the city Tuesday to drama-
tize their support for the project.

The residents believed the plant can
provide jobs to residents and ensure a
constant supply of electricity.

Joining the rally were residents of
Barangays Sawang Calero, Pasil, Suba,
San Nicolas Proper; and Pahina San Ni-
colas. They marched to the area where
another plant is located.

Last week, the Cebu City Council of-
ficially endorsed the proposed Sawang
Calero plant to the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) and other coneerned national
agencies.

The council voted 10-5 to endorse
the Ludo and Luym Coal Power Plant
project,

In April last year, the council re-
jected the proposal to build the plant
citing the risks it could bring to the
environment.

The council changed its mind when
the project proponent, Ludo Power Cor-
poration, reintroduced its proposal in
December.
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Thousands of Filipinos are in danger
ofbeing fatally exposed to serious health
hazards due (o their exposure to fossil
fuels such as coal, and the number may
further rise if the Philippines continues
with its plan of operating additional coal-
fired power plants, a non-government
environmental agency warned Friday.

Climate Reality Project Phitippines,
the locai unit of the global CRP initiative
launched by Nobel Laureate and former
US Vice President Al Gore, maintained
thal the country’s continued depen-
dence on coal as g primary feedstock
Lo its power plants, can lead to serious
health risks, and potential fatalities.

CRP cited the results of the study
conducted by the Harvard Universily
titled “Coal: A Publie Health Crisis”.
Commissioned by international envj-
ronmental group Greenpeace South-
east Asia, the study revealed that 960
deaths annually can be directly linked
Lo the it effects of fossil fuels. The
Rarvard study said these deaths were
caused by respiratory complications,
ischemie heart disease, and stroke as
major concerns locaily,

Greenpeace Southeast Asia even
predicted that the number of deaths can
g0 as high as 2410 yearly, if the Philip-
pines approves more than 20 other coal-
fired power plants in the pipeline.

At present, more than one-third of
the energy used to generate electricity
in the Philippines comes from burn-
ing coal, Currently, the country has 17
operational coal plants, with 29 more

Hazards of continued reliance

T S

e
P

approved by the Department of Energy
(DOE), sel to begin commercial opera-
tions by 2020.

The Harvard study evaluated 13
operational coal-fired power plants with
acombined installed capacity of 3,799.16
megawatts (MW).

A separate comprehensive study con-
ducted by Greenpeace in 2013 estimates
that India suffers 120,000 coal-related
deaths annually, while China bears ag
many as 366,000 casualties per year: Global
estimates, meanwhile, set these premature
deaths to as much as 5.5 million people.

A similar, devastating pattern is
shared by the United Nations Office for
Disaster Risk Reduction, Their report

reveals thal in the last 29 years, the -

region has been battered by climate
change, affecting 2.27 biltion people in
China, 805 million in India, and 130 mjl-
lionr in the country,

on coal scored

oo L¥at
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CRP Philippines likewise shared
that three known healih impacts of
coal belpng to the ten leading causes
of deatl? in the Philippines: Chronie
obstructive pulmenary discase. heart
problems, and respiralory diseases.

In places that are neay coal storage
facilities, the effects of coal pollution

can be &ebilitating. The Happyland ,
|cc:Jmmun‘ity in Tondo, Manila offers a .

limpse into the horrors faced by people
iving next to coal,

Numerous casesof carbon poisoning, ,‘
tiarrhea and fatigue have hecome com-
on ailments among children and adujts.
hose whe have worked inside the facili-
ies and are now experiencing its effects
have iookgd elsewhere for livelihood, i

The ()TRP Philippines called on ihe :
hilippine government to cut down its |
consumption of fossil fuels in order to averl |
the potential health risks to its citizens.
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Cavite allays fears on den

By ANTHONY GIRON

TRECE MARTIRES CITY, Cav-
ite -- There is no dengue fever out-
break and red tide warning in the
walers off Cavite, the provincial
government clarified yesterday.

Provincial Health Office-Ed-
ucation Promotion Officer II and
Dengue Coordinator Annabelle R,
Dilig confirmed that noe outbreak
has been reported in the province
from January 1 to February 20 this
year.

Engineer Rolinio P Pozas, head
of Provincial Government Environ-
ment and Natural Resources Office
(PG-ENRO) also assured that there
is no red tide warning in the coastal
areas of the province, namely Ba-
coor District, Cavite City and the
municipalilies of Kawit, Noveleta,
Rosario, Tanza, Naic, Ternate and
Maragondon.

Denguc fever cases

The Region 4-A or Calabarzon
(Cavite-Laguna-Batangas-Rizal-
Quezon) Health Office earlier re-
ported thal Cavite had the most
number of dengue fever cases
among the provinces in the region
in January {his year.

Cavite reporiledly comprises 33
percent of the total dengue case
number on January in the region.
The regional health office reported
nine denguc deaihs and 845 cases in
Calabarzon during the month. )

The case breakdown is as fol-
lows: Cavile, 280; Laguna, 230; Ba-
tangas, 182; Rizal, 95 and Quezon,
58,

The Provincial Epidemiology
Surveillance Unit (PESU) con-
firmed that eascs of dengue fever
in Cavite’s cilies and municipalities
are on the upward trend.

“Although increasing, it is not

gue outbreak, red tide

larming,” PESU personnel said.
The provincial government de-

ared a province-wide dengue fover

utbreak and placed the province

der a}state of calamity in Sep-

ember 2015,

' Water quality lests

S e o n
=

nductéd by the provincial and lo-
cal ENRO and the Burcau of Fisher-
ie‘s and 1}quatic Resources (BFAR)
irl}] the shellfish-growing areas can
altest Lojthe “no red tide” claim.
Red tide toxins usually cause
paralytic shellfish poisoning and
other sirpilar ailments,
“We are constantly monitoring
the water quality in the provinee,
there is no red tide in the arca.”
he said. .
Bacoor, Naic, Kawil and Ternaie
are Cavite's top producers of mus-
sels (tahong) and oyster (talaba).

. | . . .
s:grveﬂlance and examination bein E
¢

Pozas said that the regular waler
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DENR urged to cancel
permits in Ilocos watersheds

By FREDDIE G. LAZARO

CANDON CITY, Ilocos Sur- A day
after commending Secretary Regina
Lopez for the cancellation of 75 min-
eral production sharing agreements
{MPSA), the Ilocos Network for the
Environment (DEFEND Tlocos) asked
her to include MPSAs that straddle wa-
tersheds supporting Ilocos rivers.

“We urge See. Lopez to include in
the cancellation order all applications
that cover watersheds areas in Lhe
region and in other parts of the Cordil-
lera,” said the group.

Sherwin de Vera, regional coordina-
tor of DEFEND Ilocos, explained that
the region suffers from dry spells and
drought almost annually and “mining
operations in watershed areas will
increase the suffering of the [ieople,
especially the farmers who largely
depend on creeks, streams and rivers
for irrigation.”

Based on the Mines and Geosci-
ences Bureau, seven companies have
applied for permits covering key wa-
tershed arcas in Ilocos Sur and Ilocos
Norte, namely, Cordillera Exploration
Company, Inc., Newmont Philippines,

PRI

R TR

Ipaten Resources Corporation, Dia-
ond Pri]ling Corporation, Rhenzel
esouxl'ces Corporation, Benguet Cor-
oration, and Lepanto Consolidated
Minin Company
“The cancellation of MPSAs in

‘Baay-Licuan, Abra and Mankayan, Ben-

uet are commendable since streams
| nd rivers in these locations drain to
the Abra River but the surface water
ystem in the region remains under
hreat i:ecause applications and per-
its of other companies remain actlve .
aid De Vera.
He ci.tdded that Lopez should support
Lhe clamor of environmental groups fo
epeal the Philippine Mining Act of 1995
;m(l passage of the People’s Mining Rill
lo realize watershed protection against
orporale plunder.
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Salot na
illegal loggers,
lipulin ng DENR

GRABE a ang pagkapanot ng mga bondok at
gubat kaya nararapat nang kumilos ang Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR).
Hindi lamang ang illegal miners ang kanilang ban-
tayan kundi pati na ang illegal loggers.

Salot ang illegal loggers sapagkat sila ang da-
hilan kung bakit nagkakareon ng mga papguho ng
bundok, pagkakalbo ng mga gubat at pagkakaroon
ng mga malalaking baha. Dahil wala nang mga §
punongkahoy sa mga bundok, humihina ang lupa P
at naguguho sa matinding ulan. ’

Ang paghaha sa Cagayan de Oro at iba pang pro-
binsiya sa Northern Mindanao noong nakaraang
buwan ay isinisisi sa illegal logging. Nasorpresa ang
mga residente sapagkat sa isang iglap ay tumaas ang

tubig at marami ang na-stranded. Huling naranasan ang
matinding pagbaha sa Cagayan de Oro noong 2011 nang |
manalasa ang Bagyong Sendong. Pero sabi ng ilan, mas :
matindi ang baha ngayon sapagkat napakabilis tumaas

ng tubig. Ang talamak na pagputol sa mga kahoy ang

dahilan nang pagbaha sa CDO.

Ang Compostela Valley at iba pang lugar sa Davao
del Norte at Davao Oriental ay talamak din ang ille-
gallogging. Ayon sa report ang Compostela ang may
pinakamataas na bilang ng ilicgal logging activitics
sa buong bansa. Kaya marami ang nangangamba na
sa mga darating na panahon, magkakarcon ng mga
maialaking pagbaha sa lugar sapagkat mapapanot
nang tuluyan ang mga bundok. Pawang mga prime- i
rang klaseng kahoy ang pinuputol ng loggers sapagkat
mahal kung ibenta. Mauubos ang mga kahoy dahil.
sa mga salot na magtotroso at walang ibang kawawa
kundi ang mamamayan.

Paigtingin ng DENR ang kampanya laban sa ille- ;
gal loggers. Pakilusin ng pamahalaan ang Armed i
Forces of the Philippines para mabantayan ang
mga gubat. Mas mapuproteksiyunan ang mga
gubat kung may mga sundalo sapagkat walang
kalaban-laban ang forest guards sa mga armadong
magtotroso. Marami nang pinatay na forest guards
kaya dapat lamang paigtingin ng DENR ang paki-
kipaggiyera sa illegal loggers.




M‘---|--. ..........

"TRATEC i COMMUNICATION AND IN

DENR Preserve Samar s forests for

By RESTITUTO A. CAYUBIT -

TACLOBAN CITY — With sight-
ings of the Philippine Eagle in Samar
Island increasing, the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources’
(DENR) Eastern Visayas office has
renewed its call for the preservation
of Samar’s remaining forests.

DENR Regional Director Lieonardo
Sibbaluea said Wednesday more sight-
ings of the national bird were reported
by his men in the Samar Island Na-
lional Park.

Sibbaluca said his office is solicit-
ing support from private groups or
organizations, stakeholders, local gov-
ernment units, and the general publie
for the protection of Samar forests,
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whieh now serve as the home of the
Philippine Eagle.

He said the critically endangered
Philippine Eagle (Pithecophaga jef-
feryD), which is a giant forest raptor
found only in the Philippines, replaced
the maya as the country’s national bird
in 1995.

The existence of the eagle in Samar.

was reporled in 2014 by a team from the
Institute of Biology of the University of
the Philippines in Diliman and Philip-
pine Eagle Foundation.

The Philippine Eagle was first
spotted in Paranas, Samar, on June
15, 1896 by British naturalist John
Whitehead,

Following sightings of the bird in
Samar forests in the 1980’s and 1997

Philippine Eagle
then, |President Joseph Estrada de-
clare? the 3,720-hectare Taft Forest
in Eastern Samar a Philippine Eagle
sanctuary in 1999.

Sipbaluca said the existence of
Philippine Eagle and other wildlife in
the area depends on the state of the
lemammg forests in the island.

He said the areas where the Philip-
pine Eagle were observed have heen
declai'ed government-protected areas
to protect the bird from indiscriminate
hunting, loss of habitat through cuiting
of trees and other related interven-
lions,

He the public and other stakehold-
ers need to play a part preserving
Samar’s forests because the DENR
cannot do it alone.
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Indigenous communities eygd

to help conserve protectdd a eas

CANDON CITY, Hocos Sur- A law-
maker wants indigenous communities
be tapped to help in conservation efforts
for the country’s protected areas,

Senator Loren Legarda, head ofthe
Senate committee on climate change,
said the indigenous communities have
an important role jn conserving the
country’s protected areas and should
be utilized by the government.

“Indigenous people’s communities
have always played an important role
in the conservation and preservation of
the country’s protected areas; they em-
Ploy age-oid traditions in caring for our
environment and natural resources; we
should tap their knowledge to effectively
maintain the integrity of our biodiversity

| and ecosystens,” said Legarda,

As this developed, the senator
filed a.proposed Senate Rill 1185, the
Indigenous People’s and Local Com.-
munities Conserved Areas Act.

Legarda said there are indigenous
communities conserved areas (ICCA),
which are areas within ancestral do-
mains including Iakes, coasta} seas,
forests, and watershed imbued with
deep spiritual and cultural values for
indigenous beoples (IPs), _

“This proposed measure acknowl-
edges the significant contribution of
conservation areas matiaged by 1Psin

maintaining the couptry’s biadiversity
as well as in climaqe chang? mitiga-
tion. It is about time that the nationa)
'government give dy importance and
role to the indigenou commuynities as
partnersin the consetvation of protect-
ed areas found withi their ancestral
domains,” Legarda xplainedL. .
Under the bill, concerned govern-
ment agencies should recoghize and
promote IP rights tg their ancestral
domains and the ICCAs including their
right to maintain, protect angd regulate
access and prohibit ynauthorized in-
trusion in such areas
ICCAs should also be considered in
- the formulation of de elopmept plans
and the IPs will have prierity in the man-
agement of their conservation areas and
the preservation, resto ation, and main-
tenance of ecological b ance and biodi-
versity therein, with the
-assistance of governmelt agencitels.
Moreover, IPs will have a fair and
equitable share in the comtiercial
profits of users of well-defined and con-
firmed ecosystem seryices provided
by ICCAs, in recognition and respect
of their right to benefi and share in
the profits from the llocation and
utilization of natural re ources found
in their ancestral dom ins. (Freddie
G. Lazaro) ’
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* Logging roads
- to be.converted

PATIN-AY, Prosperidad, Agusan de
- Sur - Former I0gging roads in this
Provinee will scon be converted int
economic and agricultural highwa
it was learned Yesterday. Th Is was
disclosed in the Phifipgine Rural
" Development Project (PRDP) report,
which the World Bank’s Nationa
Project Coordinating Offige (W,
" NPCO) did not oppose. Under the
plan, roads that were formerly
- used be loggers will he converted
into fa rmto-market roads, which
: will be rehabilitatee and paved,
The plan also includes the'start of -
projects under the Investment in
Rural Enterprises and-Agricuttural

and Fisheries Productivity. (Mike U,
Crfsmundo)
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8 A Yellow Bittern spotted

during Haribon Foundation’s
recent bird-watching activity Ly
inPampanga. PHOTOS BY

JAMES CONCEPCION/

A ¥ Haribon volunteers and members
begin to spot birds during thieir search
- for the elusive Black-faced Spoonbill.

Haribon Z’eads bird watching
a marshlands

ENVIRONMENTAL group Haribon
Foundation recently held its first bird
watching activity of the year in the
wetlands of Candaba, Pampahga.
Led by Haribon wildlife researcher David
Quimpo, the bird watching canje at one of
the best times of the yearto sppt migra-
tory birds coming from other sl
departing to another location, Particularly,
itis the season to search for the endan-
gered Black-faced Spaonbill, alpng with
our other avian visitors,
The bird watching location was a
former marshland that was converted
into an agricultural are.
At the beginning of the activity,
flocks of Philippine and Wandering
Whistling Ducks greeted wat¢hers
from afar, gathering on one spot in the
marshes. Unfortunately, the Black-faced
Spoonbill the explorers spent hours
searching for was not sighted,
However, more than 30 species of
migratory and resident bird species
were spotted including the Grey Heron,
Great Egret, Intermediate Eqret, Little
Egret, Cattle Egret, Purple Heron, Black-
crowned Night Heron, Yellow{Bittern,
Wandering Whistling Duck, Philippine
Duck, Eastern Marsh Harrier, hite
Browed Crake, White Breasted Wateg-
hen, Purple Swamphen, Greater Painted
Snipe, Whiskered Tern, Whitel winged
Tern, Red Turtle Dove, Zebra Dove, Lesser

Coucal, Common Kingfisher, Blue-tailed|”

Bee-eater, Barn Swallow, Yellow Vented
Bulbul, Pied Bushchat, Geldep-hellied
Gerygone, Arctic Warbler, Striated Grass
bird, Pied Fantail, Long-tailed Shrike,
Brown Shrike, Olive-backed Sunbird,
Eurasian Tree Sparrow, and (llaestnut
Munia,
Haribon members and volunteers
who participated in the activity
remarked that it was a relaxing and
ertjoyable expedition. Some of the
participants already experienced bird
watching in Candaba before, LNhI|E oth-
ers had just faid eyes on the +ang icent

es before |-

view for the first time.

Towards the end, many of the
participants expressed concern about
the unsighted Black-faced Spoanbill in
the swamp. According to Quimpo, this
endangered bird is a rare sight, as this
spectes usually voyages from one laca-
tion to another during their migratory
season, explaining its absence during
the activity.

Returning participants Heavenly
Garcia and April Enriquez said that they
were excited to be back in Candaba after
some years. But according to them, it
was evident that many of the bird spe-
cles they sighted some years back were
not present during this visit.

“I spotted much more birds when |
went here in Candaba for the first time.
It's disheartening that avian sightings
are rarer these days,” lamented Garcia.

Echoing the same sentiment, En-
riquez shared, "More bird species were
seen before, an even greater number
per species.”

Probable causes of fewer bird sight-

ings include the area being changed for
agricultural purposes, as well as erratic
climate patterns, "l was told that this
place has been converted which is why
we see a lesser number [of birds). But
so far, | am satisfied with the experience
because I discovered new species today
that ] would never see in the aty,” said
Hariban member Princess del Castillo,
Though much has changed in the
area, Candaba remains a haven for
migratory birds coming from the
far north. Haribon's bird watching
activities aims to gauge if our Jands
are still able to provide subsistence
for our feathered tourists and if these
places still serve as a satisfying home
for them. The call is clear: It is high
time that we maintain, protect and
conserve these homes for our birds,
JAMES ALDRIN
CONCEPCION/HARIBON
FOUNDATION
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ASEAN
MINISTERS
WIVES LEAD
- MANGROVE

PLANTING
IN BORACAY

The wives of the foreign
ministers of Malaysia,
Singapore, and Vietnam, led
by Mrs. Marie Cecile Yasay

- (left), wife of Foreign Affairs
Secretary Perfecto Yasay
Jr,, took part in a mangrove
planting activity as part of the
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations 2017 (Asean 2017)
meeting series, on Tuesday,
February 21 in Sitio Ligotan,
Brgy. Manokmanok, Boracay.
PNA
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';.UN seeks global approach to oCean

+ UNITED NATIONS, New York: The UN
:Oceans Conference planned for
June 2017 aims to create a more
coordinated global approach to
protecting the world's oceans from

-Tising threats such as acidification,
plastic litter, rising sea levels and
~declining fish stocks.

The tiny country of the Sey-
chelles off the East Coast of Africa
is one of 39 UN member states
known as small island states, or
as Ronald Jean Jumeau, Seychelles’
vambassador for climate change
and SIDS called them, “large

"ocean states,”

Kids growing up in the Sey-
chelles think of the ocean as their
backyard, said Jumeau.

“Our ocean is the first and eter-
nal playground of our children,
-they don't go to parks they go to
-the ocean, they go to the beach,

‘they go to the coral reefs, and
all that is just collapsing around
them,” Jumeau told IPS,

Ambassadors and delegations
from these 39 countries often
speak at UN headquarters in
New York steadfastly sounding
the alarm about the changes to
the world’s environment they
are witnessing first hand, Jumeau
sees these island states as senti-
nels or guardians of the oceans,

. He prefers these names to being
called the canary in the gold mine
‘because, he said, “the canaries
usuaily end up dead.”

Yet while much is known about

- the threats rising oceans pose to
"the world’s small island states,
much less is known about how
“these large ocean states help de-

fend everyone against the worst

impacts of climate change by
storing “blue carbon.”
+ "Weare not emitting that much
»carbon dioxide but we are taking

M A young boy stands near mangroves
planted near his home in the village of
Entale in Sri Lanka's northwest Puttalam

District, iPS PHOTO

everyone else’s carbon dioxide into
out oceans,” says Jumeau,

“There are three billion people
around the world that are pri-
marily dependent on marine
resources for their survival and so
they depend on what the ocean

" can produce,” said Isabella Lévin,

Sweden’s deputy prime minister.

Despite decades of research,
the blue carbon value of oceans
and coastal regions is only begin-
ning to be fully appreciated for
its importance in the fight against
climate change,

“There’s proof that mangroves,
seas salt marshes and sea grasses
absorb more carbon (per acre)
than forests, so if you're saying
then to people don't cut trees than
we should aiso be saying don't
cut the underwater forests,” said
Jumeau.

This is just one of the reasons
why the Seychelles has banned
the clearing of mangroves, The
temptation to fill in mangrove
forests is high, especially for a na-
tion with so ittle land, but Jumeau
said there are many benefits 1o
sustaining them.

Mangroves guard against ero-
sion and protect coral reefs. They

also provide nurseries for fish.
But its not just coastal forésts that
take carbon out of the atmasphere.
Oceans also absorb carbpn, al-
though according to NASA their role
is mote like inhaling and exhaling.
The Seychelles, whose total
ocean territory is 3,000| times
larger than its islands, {5 also
thinking about how it can proteet
the oceans so they can contjnue to
perform this vital function
The nation plans to ded ignate
specific navigation zones within
its territories to allow other parts
of the ocean a chance to recover
from the strains associated with
shipping,
The navigation zones will “re-
lieve the pressure on the |ocean
by strengthening the resilidnce of
the oceans to absorb more darbon
dioxide and ocean acidificgtion,”
said Jumeau. He acknowledged the
plan will only work if all countries
do the same but said, “you Have to
start somewhere,”
Fortunately, other countries
are also beginning 1o recognize
the importance of protecting the
world's oceans.
Sweden’s Lévin told IPS that
the world is going “in the otally
|

1

future generations.”

protection

wrong direction,” when it comes
to achieving the goal of sustain-
able oceans and life below water,

“If you look at the trends right
NOW, you see more and more
overfishing, we are secing more
and more pollution, plastic litter
cominginto our oceans, and we're
also seeing all the stress that the
ocean is under due to climate
change, acidification of the water,
but also the warming and sea level
rises and all of this is putting a
tremendous, tremendous pressute
on our oceans,” said Lévin.

Together with Fiji, Sweden is
convening a major UN Ocean
Conference in June this year.

The conference aims to bring
together not only governments
but also the private sector and
non-governmental organizations
to create a more coordinated ap-
proach to sustaining oceans, It will
look at the key role that oceans
play in climate change but also
other issues such as the alarming
prospect that there will be more
plastic in our seas than fish by the
year 2050,

Lévin also noted that rich coun-
tries need to work together with
developing countries to address
these issues, because the demand
for fish in rich countries has put -
a strain on the global fish stocks
that developing countries rely on.

“Rich countries ... have been
over-fishing with industrial meth-
ods for decades and now when
they European oceans are being
emptied more or less we have
depleted our resources and then
we import and we fish (over long
distances in) developing coun-
tries” waters,” she said. “We need
to make sure that fish as a resource
is conserved and protected for
IPS
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Healthy Laguna de bay

We start today’s column with a plea for help by a small fish
cage owner in Laguna de Bay who fears that the pronounce-
ments of President Duterte to rehabilitate the country’s larg-
est lake has turned into a nightmare. .

The President during his inaugural address Jast year, had
instructed then newly- chosen Environment Secrefary Gina
Lopez to find a solution to the continuing siltation of the lake,
a major source of milkfish for residents of Metro Manila and
nearby provinces.

Recently, Lopez bared plans to dismantle all the fish pens
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in the lake, and transform it into an
ecotourism zone. A subsequent no-
tice was issued to fish pen and cage
owners to start removing their nets,
‘posts, and all other materials used
for their operations, otherwise these
would be confiscated during the de-
molition scheduled later this month.

Our letter sender, who requested
anonymity, pretty much represents
what other law-abiding small fish
pen and cage owners operating in
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the lake feel. Here's what he wrote: :
Forgotten fishing indust

“I read your column today about mining investors affected
by the mining closure. So much attention has been given
on the mining that the fishing industry has been forgotten.

“lam an owner of a small fish cage for almost four years
now, and the operation has been rough due to various fac-
tors like natural calamities, dishonest employees, and the
quality of fingerlings that we bought. But [know this is part
of the operation, and we'll just hope for a better harvest in
the future.

“For three consecutive years, I (suffered) a loss in income,
but this season is very optimistic ~ until it was ordered by
the DENR secretary to demolish any structure in the Laguna
Lake area. \

“As far as I can remember, the President wanted to close
those big fishpen (with an area of 15 to 50 hectares) because
it's larger to what was prescribed by the law. These big cor-
porations profited for so long,

“But why (does) the crackdown of the fish pens include
those small fish cages (with an area of one hectare or less)
that have been given permits and are paying yearly dues to
the government.

Livelihoods not considered

“I can’t understand why they don’t consider first the liveli-
hood of workers who rely on their salaries from working in
the fish cage, which in my case are two employees.

“They say there will be an alternative source of livelihood,
but shouldn’tit be done first before any demolition? Did they
consider also the effect on the supply and prices if they wiil
proceed with the demolition? Why isit only in Laguna Lake?
How about in Batangas and Pangasinan?

“Ithought they were promoting SMEs (small and medium
enterprises)? We still have stocks in the fish cage, but we
are being forced to harvest even if it is still small (nine to 12
pieces per kilo). How can we recover from our investments?

“There were meetings done by the local fish pen and fish
cage operators recently, but only the owners ot the big fish
pens were included in the closed-door meeting. The repre-
sentatives of small fish cages were asked to stay outside the
meeting room.
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Fair competition and treatment

“It's.very clear that we small owners are being used by the
biEger businessmen to get the sympathy of the government
while keeping us out of the discussion.

“We just want fair competition and fair treatment. We are
here because we want to help while doing small business.
Shutting us down is too much of a burden for small entre-
preneurs. We just wanl to recover from our losses, and we
need more time for our|stocks to grow.

“We just wan! to air our side. May I please request not to
mention my naIe if ev:er for security purposes.”

Laguna Lake’s importance

Many of our fish cage and fish pen owners in the country
are small businessmen who have sunk in hard-earned money
to have a modest source of income. La guna Lake, because of
its proximity to the huge population of Metro Manila, is a
coveted %lround for growing fish in cages and pens.

Over the years, as thearea of fish growing operations grew
to beyond the Igke’s maximum “safe” carrying capacity of
15,000 hectares (or about 10 to 15 percent of the 90,000 total

" acreage of the lake), and with the presence of oversized fish

pens in clear violation of the law, operational yields dropped
to much less prgfitable levels.

Nonetheless, [.aguna Lake’s fish pens and fish cages con-
tinue to be a major source of cultured fish for millions for
Filipinos. It's sighificance to the local economy, including the
jobs created to sustain the fish-growing operations, cannot
be taken lightly. |

Once again, like in the case of our minin companies that
had been uncer moniously shut down, fish cage owners —
like our letter-sender - have rights that need to be upheld,
especially since?hey had been given permits by the govern-
ment and had complied with all the necessary requirements
to operate. \ !

But clearly, oyersized fish pens that were constructed in
clear violation O{the law must go. Furthermore, government
officials who mbpst probably profited by approving these
oversized illegal fish pens should be prosecuted.

Grandiose idea

Our DENR sg, retaryi may have grandiose ideas of show-
casing a “healthier” Laguna Lake to the world, but this
should not be af the expense of rights being trampled on
and jobs being lpst, even in the name of Mother Earth and

the environment, -

More importantly, it must not disrupt a system that ef-
fectively delivers a cheap source of food for families living
in Metro Manilajand surrounding provinces.

If the “health” of Laguna de Bay is a problem, let's ex-
plore better methods tl?at will ensure the lake’s long-term
sustainability is| achieved while continuing to provide an
abundant and relatively cheap source of cultured fish to the
communities that rely on it.

No question a outit:‘l‘d like to see a Laguna Lake teeming
with ﬁgh and aquatic life, and with cicar and flowing waters;
but such a picturesque|and romantic vision shouid not be
the be-all and end-atl.

Facebook and Twitter

We are actively using two social networking websites
to reach out mofe often and even interact with and engage
our readers, fritnds and colleagues in the various areas
of interest that|I tackle in my column. Piease like us at
www.facebook.com and follow us al www.twitter.com/
ReyGamboa.

Should you wish to share any insights, write me at Link
Edge, 25" Floor, 139 Cotporate Center, Valero Street, Salcedo
Village, 1227 Makati City. Or e-mail me at reydgnmboa@ya-
hoo.com. For a chpilaFion of previous articles, visit wr,
BizlinksPhilippines.uet.



