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y CHRISTINA MENDEZ

[11]

President Duterte ha{s

chind Environment Secretary
ina Lopez, who is facing op-

ossible counter charges for

D ut*é.rt'e ba

rown his full support anew

psition at the Commission.
n Appointments (CA) and -

-' the country

H
|
)
{.
i

Earning the iré of the miin-
ing-industry, Lopez had
ordered. the closureiof:25
‘mining firms for reportedly
violating environmental laws
‘and the cancellation of 75
contracts between the gov-
ernment and mining firms,

-agréements, inf .
atersne es.. -
‘Speakinig before the Philip-

pine Military. Academy Di-.

masupil Class of 1967 at the;

Baguio Couritry, Club last

Friday, Duterte said he would |

still review the environment 5

secretary’s decision which, he !

eview mine

——

“clo

Y/ oa— .

oo O™ (YO

ISR

tor§5 . ,.x_““_e_a
. talaga, eh wala akong magawa (I
- will see/ if it's wrong, there's

nothing I lcan do),” Duterte

. said. “But Fwill review, There’s
. such thing as the exhaustion of

administrative remedies. [will .-

i B

not judge l}g;_-'riow.” . cies, including the Office of
D_uterte-s statement came _‘the President. SR

eing hard on mining firms in - known as mineral produc-

e L er e CHamber ¢ i
Mitingnmn oy, kgt & cr er of Mines

. The Palace éarlier said

said, remains. recommenda- |

——

filed a complaint to oppose
EoApez_’s confirmation at the

the comiplaining parties .
should just file an appeal
before the necessary .agen-

R LT
Ty

sures |
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~ Pagmimina, seryosong banta saMindanao- T—Duterte

FORT GREGORIO DEL
PILAR Baguio City = ‘Naniniwala

-si Pangulong Rodngo Duteite na *

-, isang serynsongbanta ang industriya

' Mindanao. .
.Ba kanyang: pagtatalumpatx sa

- ‘Présiderite na nangangamb ngayon =
-;-angMndanaodahllsachmatechange,
~'na epektona rin ng pagmumna sa'
" ‘rehiyon. . '
ng. pagmn:nma sa Mindando sa |
hnaglmang “Land. of Promise”, ang

¥ As a' child 1mngrant* frorn:

_Vlsayas to Mindanao, we hoped for. . -
3 betterlife in the so-called ‘Larid\of. * 1e
: _Pronuse ‘But now, it is threatened by -
} harap ng nagsipagtapes sa Philippine

Mlhtary Academy (PMA) sinabing

climate change caused by-man-made ...

dnseases like exn'achve mdustnes,

R T—————

v e g

sinabirﬁDu_ sakanyangpagdalo
sa PMA Alumni:Homecoming 2017 -
saBagmoCJ r kahapon. ,

Unang jrigmin ng Pangulo ang .

ng]mdolsaS irigao del Nortenoong -
nakaraang Knggo. '
“I'm warning those mining
industry, even if they have billiens,
theyuseto yeveryonetobeableto
corner a huge concession, thatwon't
happen under my administration,”
sinabi ni Pahgulong Duterte nang
bumisita siya'sa' Surigao. -
. Ayon s§ Presidente, kumikita
ang Pilipinagng P70 bllyon mula sa
pagmimina.y; .
Baga at smabmg wala
siyang ma 'agawa kung ipasara
man ni E ’flronment Secretary
Gina Lopez! ang mga pasaway na

L OWER-HALF

" minahan :dahil na rin sa nakita .

niyang ma .r_ldi'ng pinsala nito-sa

aKir gmaglgmgproblema
araming mawawalan

'_ -problemarethepeople
Et their livelihood. So, if
Ican find ‘agipthier altemnative source
fithey-will come, maybe .

: T'will reallyjclose them. Because our

mountains|were really destroyed.
btted,” ani Duterte. -
g _l Cyrus B. G Geduicos
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B{ l.ei-llaI B. Salavema e _ anmng firms are, 0D in; a:ms 0 ar-sgeech luring dmner
@Leilas NQ LG love opez’s decrsron "togorder* Ehlhppme' 'ili‘taﬁ Academyf
P d ' the” closure of 23 mines and o’ - -alumni on Fr; dayi, , ‘
resi entDuterte sard on Fnday scrap 75 mining contracts for’ But if the <ompameswerede- '
mght that he would. review the covermgwatershed areas +. stroying the enviroriment, there
decisions ofEnwronment Secre- . .t . . Wasnothing e couid do. '
tary Gina Lopez; as he acknowi- - Admmlstratwe remedles C T will look at 1t But if i it's in’
¢dged the controversy,they have Accoxding to the Presrdent the wrong, '
- stirréd up. th,. ! “there were administrative: wre- could do, ifit’ rug
, But Mr, Duterte sard he was :medies that the rmmng frrms",;emnromnent ﬁhesald: ‘ o
; wrthholdmg Judgment on-Lo- could take. . .+ But Mr. Duterte also said he .
.pez, adding  that sthere was “But ] will, 1 wrll 1review. ., would take, into account ‘the

nothmg he could do about her There s such a thing as exhaus- .revenye brought in by rmmng
decision if the compames in-  tion;for'the lawyers, exhaustion . operatlo‘us 4]
_volved; : were, really destroymg of administrative - remedies, . Lo “We get | somethmg llke
the enwronment 5 will not. Judge her now,” he said P70 bllhon a yaalz out of the min-

I3 " .
L (Sl ’ LI 1

"“—-—J—Q__;__!_.*__"—_;___-'_,r__.h ____t-. e t‘_ . o )

e closure “orders| -

.. e d . - X
L Phlllp ines. So, wevhav 'to*salso hit' ba

NE takei [that] into consrderatlon " sayinj th %@ﬁop been give
he sdid, ; copies ofs audit results. The;
| L,opez éarlier Fshe 0 Warne £ rr_iany-Filipmos
i scrapped 75 mmeralfproductlon dito lose'their jobs.. . ~ -
£ *sharmg agreements because the AIncipic fftfmg the cancella- {
‘prajects were located rn water- on - ?,%mlmng contracts, |
- shed ateas. . " {aisedfithe government's|i
. on' the other hand the clo— responsrblhtmu‘_f to uphold 'con-{
. sure of 23 mines came afteran  tract ﬁd follow dueprocess. |’
! auchtbytheDepartmentofEnvr- “The ‘mrmng firms are also,
; ronment and Natural Resources see!u bjc!ack Lopez's confi ir- |-
. which found that they& adi matién! enwronment secre- .
- gaged in mdlscnmmater,mmfng ~tary before the Commrssnon on ’ i
+ -and rumed watershed areés Appomtments INQ @ .
™~
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,Janon |s belng ﬂ1rea’eened by lhe
. it S 4 widening gap’ between the rich. and.:

the mlnlng industry .-the, poor, crime,. corruption, crlmlnal-
ed it 3-threat to Min- - *ity, and illegal drugs.: e o

e this is for the govemiment to deliver’

i
oy
A

‘people,, not just for the interest ofthe
© NOW belng threstened - by cllmabe few. “In the past, our*govemment
: chapge wihig used by

St

'-:aﬁety made wrong 5 which
favored.only themselves Jhesaid.
© We will always uphold the sanclity
" of the common good as the highest
, “good. And always for the-benefit of
kst es," Duterte  "-the next generation,” Duterte-added.

'But now, |t is threabened by. cllmahe
; changeca ed by Ty

Duterte said the onlyway o resolve '

- goods and services to really servethe -
ner a huge: coneessmn, that ‘won't

-~ 2verged on failure becavise those who -
- 3_were in the position to’ help deliber-

“said. Howe er, he sald there is noth-

. ¢ Duterte first admitted’ that - the i
He lamenned that the rest of Ihe mmmg industry |s taking |ts tolI on o

thbmo d nng an aerial inspection
when - he smd the victims of the

“Im wa mg those mining indus-
try, ‘even i they have billions, they
use- 1o pay|éveryone.to be able car-.

happen. u der my admlnlstratlon "
he said. _ }

The Phlh plnes earns 70 billion
from'-the nining .industry, ‘Duterte

ing he ca do if Envifonrment and |
Natural Resources: Secretary Gina:
Lopez decides to. close down the
mines smcelh hias,already seen the
eemmgly irreversible ef-
fll Cyrus B. Geducos)

§
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.URS isa country that WOISh.lpS
the rich; Whether: they are oli-

Rich-worship is across- the~board

n our local context does not stir up

: il: farming communities and cause
idespread devastation all around,
e State just slaps the mining entities
n thewrist. On cases when the hold-
ng dams of toxic mining refuse burst
to waterways and cause dislocation.

O e n_5-._

the rmmng ﬁrms donotlast, '
Insofar as mining firms ate con-

cerned, it is about multiple chances. -

._]

here is no such mle as “strike three
nd you are out.”

Ok, that lemency does not cover
only the minets, The country’s rich
bio-diversity is down to less than one
million hectares of ongmal timber
stand (e call these virgin forest)
because of the states pliable logging
pclhcy How many mahogany courts

£

in|the developed world had we sup-

plied with prime hardiwood?
All forms of resource- extractron

by goverment. "~

Today, however, thrngs have
changed. .

Gina Lop&, the DENR secretary
and-environmmental sheriff of DU30,
regently ordered the closure of 23

nuinmg compames, mcludrng 1con1c

garchs or vice lords does niot matter, -

and is not blurred along the source '3
of wealth. Billionaires have a special -

place of their own: they are regarded -
as deities. Even the billionaire-miners, s
Unlike in other countries, mining -

a lot of controvermes Even. whenj
nrne tailings sprll into vast swaths

n a Wlde scale; the closure orders of -

have been regulated with leniericy”

SUNDAY
' _STORIES

| RONQUILLO

names mthe mmmgmdusuy,muung
entities that have been with us from
tirne immemorial; Then; in‘another
bold move, she cancelled 75 mining
contracts for underdeveloped mines,

g mdudmg the $5.9 bllhon Tarnpakan

goldand copper projectin South Co-
tabato. No one in the contemporary
hrstory of the DENR has demon-

strated theboldness ofthenew sheriff,

Shéhas a powerfyl argument:lifeand

" suirvival. Recldess mmmgmeansdeuth
“and that should end.

“Finally, the DEN Rgets aspme. .And
thefesult is a rare spectacle in this rich-
worshlppmg countty - billionaire-
miners screaming and asking for
support from their percetved alhes in
the'DU30 cabinet. We have not seen
thiskind of policy 1mplementaUOn
before and for those of us-ini the

, vulnierable class who used to feel that

the billionaires in this country have

5 always been'spared from the slightest
mconvemencebygovernmentpolrcy,
: ‘we are seeing a rare treat,

The _screams ‘of the blllronalre—
miners With dlosure orders seem to

 beasprimal as the screamis of those in
_ the slum communities muded under
‘Oplan Tokhang

And the new sheriff, Ms, Lopez,

‘seems unfazed, if not reve[hng in her

newfound 1ole as the' scourge of the

- MARLENV.

Bllllonalre mlners scream ar:
-in a rich- worshl

_bllllonarre class Ms lopez, it has to

- treatmient of mining firms, tecomy -

" ordered the closure ofthe more than

a virtiial déath sentence. The power

-damage on the environment.

pplng couy

be pointed out, is the only true bl e
blogd in the DU30 cabinet. She i isan.
heir to the Lopez fortune. - sk

Ms. Lopez is the rare type of bl ‘_e
blood who pushes the Marxists i into
a great conundrum, Is. there realjy
somecne from the - -capitalist cla S
who will work against the interesfs
of the capitalist class? And as we sa
before; Ms. Lopez isnot only doirig" -
that -she is"having the time of hé#
life doing just that, a
" Thebeefoftheébillionaire-miners s
compounded by this fact. Ms. Lopez’

can be lenient to the miners, togs

The' Teview commrttee she forme
to review the state of environmen
safety ofmmlng firms in'the coun
offered the usual - IEmency' The €Ol
mlttee, beholden to the old wa
and the state’s tradltlonal ldd-glove -

mended two forms of pumshment ,
First is ﬂnes, big and small fines. Th g
secondmsuspenmon of the permits o

the vrolators, pendu]g the correction|

of the violations,
Ms. Lopez went beyond that. She

20 ﬂagrantvmlators and suspenswns
for those wuth Iesser yiolations, ’Ihe
orderon the’ ?5 mining contracts was’

point presentations of Ms. Lopez|”

seem to- dnve home the point that t“

those closed should Temain perma-
nently tiosed before they inflictr more |

A question worth asklng in the |/
aftermath of Ms, Lopez's tough poli- {
cies on the billionaire-miners. W11l

:re SIght
try

she survive the wrath of the nuners?

* had;
lobby against him.

“stand the tsunami of rage?

Already, and as expected,: ‘the

‘ collected wrath of the miners was -
conveyed to the Cornrmssron ;on Ap-
pointments (CA), the bicameral body :

thatscreens and approves oabmet ap

 pointments of the President; . s

The influential Chamberomees o

of the Philippines, one of the few*
lobbygroups with doutand powerm

" the country, has fired offa passiondte -
opposition to the CA; with a request _
tojunk her confirmation. =

The Chamber called het sec— ‘

retary-designate” which i is not
normal and which i mtennon is to ‘-
. 'msult the new sheriff, '

Ay L

Metallurgy and geology students I-’

' todk up parallel actions, Whlch
* "essentially said “ No to Gma and
- 'Yes'to Mina,”

The Chamber has everythmg

_money, clout, media muscle,” ofga- !
 nizational capability, arid most. oﬂall |
inflizenice with lawmakers, _whether -
. "these lawmakers are ih the muung :
“comrnunities or not. Remember fhe

. 'fateoﬁSonnyAlvarez?HeWaspushed ;
“out as DENR secretary by some..

.....

lawmaker -protectors of resouitce

extfactors in Mindanao, Poor Soiifly
chance against the pOWEl’ﬁ.ll E

“IsMs. lopeztoughenough towrth- :

B

’Ihat we  do not know But for the ‘

mconvemence the b1ll1ona|re dassi-
ma.ny feel she should be defendedby
g DUSO Many secretlywant o saythls

* Weare wnh her. :

g
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. Theparty’sover . - -
| {MN Valen'tine’s!Da . S .. , L DA 1 | R B AN
Orecary e Do sec. ) RADIKAL  The pré-mining groups and the Chamber |
| the Departmen't of Envirog. .- e CHICK of Mines of e Philippines have insisted: .
ment and Natural Resources 11l o ; that-this ‘is tog" drasti¢ a move, that it,is..
(DENR) announced that her’ - S ﬁKATRlNA impossible 'th'aE"‘?S mining projects are in, |
‘departmént was cancelling 75-  STUART violation of any law; which would warrant .
| :MPSAs or Mineral Productiop - e . SANTIAGO the'cancellatio Fof their MPSAs. L
Shating Agreements with min. R - ‘-"Yet.thisw‘voul;d‘Onlyb'e impossible to people |
?ng companies. Many of theseiprojects are only .»glgge'riif:l}:: lt;wgiriglzht;l i;l:l;;n&a:: 131;?1111@4
in the exploration stage. THe cancellation of " for acquiri ng a | ¥ government permgi ‘ -2 tu;ﬁs :
MPSAs will not the loss of jobs. - h - A A
‘ : " B DRl bt : ermits can be a¥ simple as finding the logp. |
- Chamber of Mines of the Philippines (COMP), j ﬁbleé in'the law I‘t’s"tlllnrou h tholsrzglooe h(ﬁep‘s’ f‘
.and pro-mining advocates will not take this : h  that the ill¢ a]‘&é ; be-niadegle"':él ‘whi hp' Id
< sitting down., P b - catieriegal can bemade leg: » Which could
Lo . o o ~ explain why theral are mining permits for wa-
The law.and watersheds - -~ . LT e L ‘

t [

¥

- tersheds; which are protected
areas tindef the law. ;
In:a;2004 report by Earth- -.
' worksf'and ‘Oxfam America,
a loophole is made more
concrefé: “One reason that it's
' difficullt to keep mining out
-’ -of protected areas is that the
. ‘boundaries of these aréas are often poorlyde-
+- fined. This is a commonproblem in some parts j
o ¢+ of the Pacific region, hich has relatively few -
" | protected areas and majily major mines. In the
. ‘Philippines, for example, mining is prohibited
. inintact forests and protected- areas, yet ap-
! proximately a third of 3l mining concessions

- -'The media would have none of it. Even when .. - overlap' with these are s, (That ﬁgifre cm:efs
: » ' : both exploratory and:a tive concessions. )

-the.answers from the DENR team were calmly = 09 factfindink mices ¢ on the
| and objectively delivered, even when it was. {:+ -In 2006, a-fact-finding:mission report on

. . . B o - S Y . . i s ' T . hich s
* a discussion about the value of watersheds = ¢ : statelofm.l_nlng n thg l_}lllppmes,_w wa
\ I done by six human rigljts and environmental

:flxgggsef:; f;srg bésgg on SC‘?PCG ~none Of; 1 groups from the UK, Iso talked about this
l ' ' . " overlap and how it é}cj,angers the environ- -

| Many of the questions thrown'at the Secretary.
and:her DENR team on that press.conference !
+ showed a clear bias for the mining companies, -
where the line of questioning was pretty. much :
stuck on asking abouit the DENR/s-authority "
| to make these decisions, and the “scientific” .
-basis of these cancellations, ‘ o
- .The answer, at least to me, ‘seemed simplé
' énough. It was about the DENR enforcing the
 law, which is based on the science that seeks -
i o protect certain areas. against environmens
i tal abuserand. degradation. The answer that
I.the DENR kept repeating was this, one: these
" MPSAs were granted even when these mining -
¢ Projects are in watersheds. . - . '

+ ' Butireading the Philippine Mining Act of, ™1 . R
i'reading ppine Mining | ment, our watersheds; and our communities: -

1395, 1t is clear even to me that it is based on : P, P d explo.
science, given how it includes a set ‘of rules In the”.‘Phlllpp.ll‘les, many mining an | explo
for protecting the énvirqnment‘;against min- 3 1 Tation concessions overlap watershed areas
Ing projects, given its'acknowledgrment of the . : wheref!ﬂ{la_nd fo'r-wate.:_{exceeds t.he‘avallab‘le
probable/possible ‘adverse effects of mining - : SUPI,?IY-t_;Mlﬂmg 1 thesq areas W_°U1_d tthEfOI‘?
‘on the environment - all of which would be i be'likely to, compete with the needs of other
based on scientific proof of both, o  users; including farrr}er_ +and households, for
Section 19 lists down Areas Closed to Min.-  Scarce water. Many mining sites are located on.
‘ing, Operdtions; and it includes | *proclaimed :, 3 Irllountams'th?t actas wa ;grshe.ds for numerous
watershed forest reserves” among “other ar- | Tivers, potentially comp ounding the threat.
eas expressly prohibited under the National © " To me, those 75 can'cgl ations actqallyﬁnally--
Integrated: Protected Area Systém (NIPAS) or *  address the above crisesiof overlaps between
Republic Act 7586. Watersheds are of course b mm}mg_eon‘t‘racts and Pf?tecfﬁd areas. : 3
part of NIPAS, which makes all watersheds + .Andit'sabout time.! |i.. " :
proté‘r:t;edj%re'éi’s.' o o T

v

——— e e L

|
H
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The partys oer.. B

;~"DENRgaut'hq_r_i‘ty
" When Atty.Ipat Luna succinetly ang perfectly

- answered that gquestion about the DENR
Secretary's authority to cloge down the mines
» and cancel these CoRtracts, by pointing out .
“What is enshrined in the law, there were no
~follow-up questions, but the badgering of
. Secretary.‘_L_opez continued.. . -

~ And so it bears Iepeating. Under Chapter I,
. Section 8 of the Mining Act: “The Department -
: shall be the piirary dgency responsible for the . |

conservation, management, development, and

" and lands of thé public domain,”.

. Can the DENR cancel these 75 MPSAs? Abso-
" lutely. From the MPSA jtself as published on the
~ Mines and Geqscignceg Bureau Webs\i't_e;‘;‘_”f‘l‘his
' Agreement terminates'or may be terminated.for
the following cauges: <> (f) any. other cause

QI reason provided under the At and its-imple-
. Menting rules, and. regulations, Or any.other

- relevant laws and regulations.” = S
. The more one watches the mining sector .
1 trying to paint itself as victim of DENR and -
. Secretary Lopes, the.more one sees liow the

" sector. is behaving like a spoiled brat-used to .

. getting its way, fegardless of the lay, And now

- that the law is eing enforced, they cannot even

. defend themselves and say that what they're
“doing does not harm the environment and.our
-comimunities in ary way. b et
. Lest they have yet to,see the writing on the -
“wall: the party’s over, o

.. Thank heavens, |

NeE
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Bertde Guzman

’

UNG.noong panahon ni ex-

inatawag na mga babaeng may

abae'sa gabmete ni President

‘Department

kPres ‘Noynoy.Aquino ay may'
{Jballs” ngayon.ay may isa ring.
terte na may-

ironmentgEnd Natural.

eloped mmes kabllang

d copper. project: sa South

: (Iotabato

Ayon kay Lopez, kallangang
,Icl’anselahm ang mga Kontrata
sa,pagmimina sapagkat;lahat
sila ay.nasa watershed zones

at maaanng magsapangamb i
"sa supply ng tublg Marammg

nagrereklamo sa pagpapasara

ng DENR sa mga minahan dahil

marami raw ang mawawalan

‘ng trabaho 'bukgd. pa sa

i'nakatutulong sa ekonomiya ng
Pilipinas ang mga minahan,
*; Inamin ni PNP-Chief Director

-General Ronald “Bato” dela

R_qsa na siya ay istrikto at “siga-
siga” sa hanay.ng puhsya,

"-.pero pagdatmg sa bahay, S1ya

-ay mabait at “ander. de saya”
sa kanyang pmakamamahal
na esposa. Ang pag-amin ay

- ginawa ni Gen. Bato nang siya

vat ginang na si'Nancy Grace ay.

" fumayong ninong at ninang sa

2& magkasmtaha.n na lumahok sa

9-billion Tampakan gold

. pafu g
nmyo sila. Kunghmdl
‘mahal,-aba balewal’

o 2l

L ‘IE

-inyo,” pangaral ng ;-I%T'P chif na-

.maskulado at nagmurmura iy g
katulad ni Mano Digong.

Sakaling siya ay ipahili-

mg DoJ dahil sa alegasyon ng
‘pagkakasangkot sa illegal drig
trade 'sa: New Bilibid Prisgns

.(NBPY), sinabiniSen. LeiladeLima -

na hindi siya mangingibarjg-

bansa, maggasakit: sak1tan!'zo
-gagawa ng kung anu- anong:.

a11b1 qupang hindi makulogg, -

.« Kinasuhan na 51ya ng Do] ng
-3 kasong kriminal na pawang
y. non-bailable. . 1

Nangal;lgamba si Sen. Lella :
naiinapura ni Justice Sec..

N
. .+ "Vitaliano Aguirre IT upang sija’ y
g - sampahan ng kaso para 1syuhan. '

* ngwarrant of arrest. “I'm pinning .
* my-hope on the judiciary. T have: |
:_ faith'in our judiciary espec1a]ly
- -the courts, the Supreme Court.”
sTalagang ayaw tantanan.si|
2 De Lima ng-Duterte admin na
% hindi makalimot sa ginawa

. niyang pagpapaimbestiga.sa :
‘noon ay alkalde ng Davao City .

-na si Rodrigo Duterte ‘tungkol ;
P 'sa-umano’y pagkakasangkotl
", nito sa kilabot na Davao Death
_Squad.

" Humanda ka ‘Sen.. Le1la‘

.de Lima sa unos na dala ng|
: .admlmst-rasyon at 1pak1ta mong.

ikaw ay isang babaeng-may’
“balls” at hindi katulad.ng, mga
lalaking senador at kongre51sta
na urong ang mga “yagbols” a
takot kay PDu30! ~ o

- - - 1
L
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I.abmmyam katao, kabllang ang Anthony Malit, ]om Masamlok, Ryan . pi
- anim'na menor'de edad, ang inaresto:, Dmlan,[fathMaubay,NeIsonCollado, LN
ngpuhgyasapagkakasangkotumano’ «-Aldrin Dayem, MackyLabuayan,hto kdgamitan
“sa ilegal na‘pagmirhina sa Sitio Kilot,- - "Mlalayon, Roy General, Albart Ngolo, ang merqury. .;
“Barangay Tablo, Taripakan, South. . -Serino, Quibol, Bobet Peras, at Richie - Sasaﬁpahan ng kaso ang 13
 Cotabato, injulat kzhapon. , -;Jo]an nabangg nasuspekhabangangmga' ,
‘Ayon Kay InsE Harold Cornel " “Sinabini Insp., Comel_ : anglabls menor d edad ay nasa kustodiya na
hepe ng Tampakan Municipal Police, na nakababahala ay; ang pagmiimina - .ng fmentc
' kinilala. ang mga suspek na sina '-ngamm na menor de edad nahmd1
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Green economy isusulong ni e Lopez

* Nilinaw ni Env1ron-
ment Secretary Gina Ljo-
:pez-na hindi siya anti-
;mining o *bitter* sa ‘mga
}kumpanyang nasa indus-

i lnya ng pagmm:una -
L‘" Depensa ng-kalihim,
: ginafawa niya ang paghl-
hxgpusamgammahanda-
hil kailangan niyang_pro-
[ teKtahan ang.“quality .of
i >hfe ng mga, JFilipino na
tlLa napapabayaan dahll sa
: pagkagahaman ‘g mara-
{ ming mining. compames
. Kung umabot. man
umano sa mabigat na de-
_sisyon ang ginawang pag-
. Papasara sa_mahigit 23
" mining firms at kinansela
--ang nasa 75 mmmg con-

tracts, lto ay sa kadahila‘,

nang nagbabanta: ito sa’
buhay at kabuhayan ng.

milyun-milyon Filipino

na nasa watershed areas.

Paghlmaw i Lopez,';
hindi' siya antl-mlmng at’
gusto Iamang nltong isu-

long ang ‘green .econo-

my’ na makatutulong sa

nakararami.

Pinayuhan dif* ng ka-
lihim: ang mga b %:_.
S

tikos sakanyan 1p

na lamang kay: Pangu]ong N
Rodrigo Duterte ang ape:-.,
la ng mga mining comp--

nies dahil jfo; laman

INITIAT!

VES SERVICE
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 VALDEZ: “Trie B8
. government should
. allow prwate sedor

lnvest and provide *”

tethnlcal training while '
s the communltieswill
have jobs. A sharing
{ scheme can be forged for-
“mutual benefit.”

Tnining in the ared. -
ellation of the MPSAs

‘measure, aims to: pro- ;.
* conserve the’ ‘coufitry’s -

'sh—water supply, against the im-.
‘pAct of mining operations, Lopez '
b nted out,

CONT]NUED ON A2
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“Resurgence. | < < oy - .

DENR Undei'secretary_ and Na-
tional Anti-Environmehtal Crime
Task Force Head Arturo Valdez
-admitted the resurgence of illegal
logging activities, and. vowed to
mount th% fEampaign in<so-called
fllegalloggihg hot spots. 1"
Exécutive Order (E0).23 sighed
by fo;r;iefé;-Préé_?deqt; Benigno' S.
Aquinc Tl prohibits the citting and

harvesting of trees in natural and
residual forests. The logging ban

* and intensified campaign under the

Aquino administration, according to
the DENR had reduced the number
of illegal logging hot spots from 197
tojust 27. o S
- The DENR donated,t‘“‘ e confis-
cated hot logs to the Department
of Education anid were latér crafted
to make school furniture. - '
-Acknowledging Duterte’s or- -
der to study the current- policy
against illegal logging; Lopez
vowed there will be ‘no letup” in
the campaign, with Corpg%"l'eadiﬁg_
the charge, S e
Lopez plans to use the budget
for the Enhanced National Green-
Ing Programi to create more green
jobs and help - would:be “affected

miners with the impending.closure
of 23 large-scale ‘mietallié mines |
and suspension of five fiolghér_s;-
pendinga review by the Mining In-
dustry Coordinqting Counicil: .,
‘Condemnation’ ¢ x.“i‘!"__ b
MINING industry’s big - players -

.under the Chamber of Miries: of . -

the. Philippines (COMP), - whi¢h
has filed an oppdsition before the
Commission on Appointments to -
block Lopez’s confirmation, had

g
&,

ert: PHL shiotild implemen
' fnt th Bl illeg

MUNICATION AND INITIA

TIVES SERVICE,

sustainable

llogging -

- rgews that 1.2 million people are tal olgadizations, civil-society |
,“condemned to ‘hunger and POv- - organigations, and the Society of

3

" erty”with Lopezis actions.
COMP argued that private sec- -
.+ tor -and mining torg‘pgrg,es have
planted the most numbérof tree§—<
' over 2 million—in the last five years
in support of the government’s mas-
sive reforestation prograry’ b
o It also claimed thiE
i P )
companies implement
i érehabilitation in-
“tapped local communitigs’ jn
creation of green jobs and liveli-

ment:

]

Filiping, Foresters and concérned
_national g
such ag the DENR and the Depart-

government agencies

jﬂf‘Tra.dé and Industry, is

- currently organizing and building

~ the capabilities of the wood indus.

b try andiforestry sector, . oo

mining . He said theipeople need wood :

gressiver  *and cutting of treds for fuel alone

Tiine fsitessand; - canngt be stdbped by the govern- "
BB e, heos

At éthe same time, Valdez ;

. said the.wood industry is already -

hidod opportunities. i importing more than half of irs
C ' ' wood supply to sustain the wood
‘More PP(CPs o : industr R ' . . .
MEANWHILE, Tom Valdez, presi- Asialforester himself, he added o

.dent of Society of Filipino Forest-
ers Inc,; said impasing ‘a total log
batiwill not address illegallogging.
e tead of a total logbary, Valdez

said;the overnment

the govey
protect
and would need the support of the
_Ptivate sector and the community,

fment has no capacity to
he -country's vast forest

Investment: -

"

VALDEZ| said the government
should .open up its community-
_ ‘based forgst management (CBEM)
it} | areas to private-sector investmerit,
" reinforcing ‘the‘program that will
' be benefigjal
sallystop aswellast
lumidlatpa;” Valdez, a graduate at the. " i "This
University of the Philippines Los Ba +, burden o
fios who worked as 4 forester ford3 2" g
years before joining the Sah"Rogf
Power,Corp., pointedlopﬁg‘ ki ¢
..-Speaking mostly, in’; Jacdlog,
Valdez, who sits as coclizrn
mé.;rqtex;mi-Nation&Iﬁq;o 3
Board for. Establishment st PRl 2 te g
ip'fjih%f"_‘(_irggt Certiﬁ‘cat’ibm-ﬁs‘%;m,f .~ mupities ‘will -
4 1he supports the massive refor- 1€me ¢ 3
estation’of the country’s degraded.  benefit,” e itold the BUSINESSMIR-
and denuded forest. . _ " * ROR in a teléphone interview, S
The 'board, which'is com- - .. . Valdez[-echoed the concerns
posed of representatives fron the. “airedby the Bhilippine Wood Produc-
wood industry, non-governmen-. :"‘-“;"-.jer‘s‘Assbciatj.'én on the possible decla-
L E v N

{ :

ill also help lessen the

asfforirefOresthtion.
BTl oo

b
i

TeLTL

al to. the wood industry, -

; !

‘the part of the govern-
e s o Jalt l
ment in tegms of covering more ar- )

e

72

-
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. ration of a total log ban thatrwﬂl in-

clude plantation forests established
by the private sector, individuals

~and NGOs in government lands

through the integrated forest man-
agement agreements and social-
ized industrial forest management
agreements and CBFMAs. @ -

“For public-sector investment
in forest rehabilitation to flow in,
we need the private sector and

» community support. But first, we
“need an enabling policy environ-

ment to build mvestor conﬁdence

» Valdez said meas‘ﬁres should
be dhacted by. Congress to protect

. the private-séctor 1nvestment in
. forest rehabilitation that w111 boost
- forestry contribution, to, the coun-

try’s growth and developnlent and
its contribution to the economy in
“terms of exports jobs and liveli-

FDREST cleared for agnculture in Palanan, Isabela.mwmo uomu[nnnmsn

ICATION AND INITIATIVES
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hood opportun1t1es. ! ) Y T he
: ., Hecadded the country is mow
friport!dépendent: ahd: forestrysl
contribution to the economy. s} -

miniscule! This, he saidl; is Becatiser
the. countrys forest is-already-des-.

riuded, and cutting in natural,for— ‘
ests is prohibited under EQ¥23:.07%
“Kasi wala ng cutt1ng Walang .

'supply. Halos wala.' Méron sigitvo
:[supply}-iyong 1mported from(pther
countnesu he said.. i

Accordmg to xValdez ores
‘rys‘contnbutxon to*the’ gcono
ﬁnll ingre é’se, eventually; but.t
; art with an, adm1ss1on-
the past, the.forgsts w%fe
gra:urelyS abused and that gihis
time. we,have the opportumty to
br;mg.lt back.

Valdez said the Soc1e of Eili-
pmo Forésters and the. Ph111pp1ne

- Networks,of Forestry Sehodls; are

BT aL g

<|’l‘-"\.4\-f‘"rf".

‘ eyJentugll Stop,. Valdez sald

sustainable : for-
pnvate-sector

w111 ‘present it in’ October
' \VEIlthIl in Davao,” he said,
For' 1nvestment in forestry to |

come in Valdez said, the govern- |

i ment should ensure that the poliey

is stableland that forest certifica- -
otild be implemented.:

Forest cerh@catxon is now be-
ing don y,in.. other countries, he
added, apd it is fugh time that the -
Phlllppl es had its own t¢ ensure
buyers that the trees or wogfl were
harveste legally, andin a. sustain-
~able manner that does not- harm
forest ecosystems.

.‘ abundant local wood. sup~
ply and di by certified as coming from
env;lron ent-fnendly sources, de-
mand for J.Ilegally logged trees will
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Ppmes (AFP) is Jouung the ;i
tlllegalloggmgmtheregmn o :
ding to 10th Infan ision” - we; scussed durmg the ineetmg il
ding 1, Qrae) ;%p illegal loggin B activities .
' wasethe estabhshment of DENE-A
& c,Ll,g_ckpomtsmthe area. | [i% "
'_ S “Ourfocusmllbem ;
Compostela Valiey,partlcul rlyi
caq on h1m and~some argngs-m Déyao, )deliNor
P Dava_o Onental Wewﬂljom -y 3 .
JRE: Yinideash b barangay 1o pre ve_nt
g of barined. species,” Tawantav
Stressed,; -~ . e
' i%% ENEXI will 4l sobeco §
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mg ‘that* he has close coordlnatlon ting with the
with. the. Mines and Geo-Sqences-_'- . '
. Bureau-XI ] -

" Forces of the Phrlspplpés is. . .One of the preventive measures :
\ all set to augment the all- that- were discussed during: their:
. out battle of the Depart- = meeting'with DENR XI regional di-
ment of Environiment-and = rector Ruth M. Tawantawanis. the:
Natural Resources (DENR) - establishment of DENR-. AFP check- -
: against illegal Iogglng points-in:the area. o . also eyemg to
¢ Major General Rafael‘ C YOur: focus will be in: areas‘ COM’s support i
' Valéncia, ,jcomma:n,ding'_- of- W|th|n Compostela Valley Provi ion-of these pragrams especially -
- ficials of the AFPS 10th partlcularly in Laak and'some: n the campaign 3gainst illegal log-
 Infantry Division said- they. "easin Davaq del Norte and'D ' 'rng actlvshes in theregion. -
; have already pinpointed ar-  Oriental; We ;will jointly conduct 7 ilitary, Tawan- '
* eas where there is a critical  IEC in each’barangay. to prevent < fawan also urged all the employees
* need in guardlng its enw-‘ cutting of banned specres, said - of the Provincial

ronment; : Tawantawanan. ‘ : . Natural Resources Office (PENRO)
" Valengia expressed hrs full DENRXIwﬂl alsobeoonducbnga . of Compostela Val!ey “Province

support not only jn. cisttail- reﬁ'esher course on environmental. .. to help out in in |fying all the
~ing; ot only lllegal logging laws’ and regulations as well’as ori " campaigris of- thq Department es-
+ but also.illegal mining activi-- enteben on proper documentauon peaally that there are reports that
- ties: especually within their in te;msofapprehensmn oflllegally~ '.Com\ral Province has a high rate of
. area of respons:blhty stress— cuttrees for.the AFP personnel“ 2 llegal [ogglng activities,

ire gpt._l?rog:ams and .
They are
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FISHEHS ﬁHﬂUP HITS BI.ANKET UBDEH Tﬂ
lAEUNA IIE BAY STHI][:TI]HES

\Board Resolunon No 518 whlch
. set off the' dlsmantlmg of fish

" The: Alyansa ng’ mg_a Ped-
erasyong Kumikilos $a LaWa ng_
‘Laguna posed the question asut
‘called for the suspensmﬁr of the
‘moratofium on aquaculture be-
‘ingimposed by the LagunaLike -
Development Authonty(LLDA)
Lk The group questidhhed LEDA

ot

pens based ony: drrectlve the
Pre31dent g de ds-early as, July

h "first State of the

. For« -the alhance it 'Was “a
blanket der that covered
ol h cages ag well as
stractur R ‘kbng (water

armis.

"The resoluu 1. says that no
structu'r‘ ﬁu‘ll le standmg
would jhave to*
cease for orf‘efyear ‘the|group’s!.
spokesperson Teo‘ c ;Mampla--
ta, said.in a press. nefing in”
Quezon C1ty on Friday. : i

Mamplf‘ta stressed that the

government falled to clanfy the

Processes behind ‘the demgli-

. tion, of. the lake . structures,
They started without consider-
. mg the families who  rely on the
lake. for food and hvehhood o
24K f'shermen at'fected
_According to fhe I“Ei’i'ce

) around 24,000 small-time. fish-,

+ ermen will be affected if all fish
- pens.in the freshwater lake are
Lremoved. '
The group caIled for A .re-
view of the LLDA resolutton and
urged the .agency and the De-
partment of Envrronment and
‘Namral Resources . (DENR) to.
speak|w1th the fisherfolk from

T 26file photot

’ address the matter ' 9y
In. an, qarller press confe"' .
ence, the DENR gave. assurances‘{
that the clearing operations,
would; . ngr - .adversely affect‘

Demolltlonrteams go to work in the freshwater Iake in th|s Aa

R

' ' SRR
the provmces bordermg th

lake.,. . B
They. yalse, asked Envrron-
ment Secretary Gma Lopez to;
define what, e;xactly are the ecorI
tourism projects: bemg consid=
ered :in Laguna Lake and su'r -
rounding greas. . ot
Lawyer,Terry,mdon, chalr of
the Presldentlal Comm1ssmn

for the Urban Poor satd the;

would call an mteragency ‘mee| -f:

ing between thetwo agenmes to'

small-fnmefisher,men INQ

[RE

~BEMOHSH
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By Steve -
Gosuico

Eor_l have been reheved

. were placed on
CABANATUAN CITY -~ -
|Two provincial chiefs 6f
the Department of Envi-
Jonment and Natural L
esources in Central Lu-

Jrom their- ‘posts whlle
* four otherlower officials
““float-

masswezrevamp ordered

-by DENR S

il
Blanco and ‘Raal Ur-

L
|
|
|
1
.
i
|
1
|

ing® status" * followmg a
geretary Gina

{DENR- Acomimunity envi- - bales.”... “ir .
‘ropmentsafid natural re- - - Among the. CENROS
. ‘30lifcés officer (CENRO)  retained were Ariel Men-

,_——f—‘

Retamed as: PENROs :
were Leovino Ighacio-of |
~Nueva Ecija, Celia Este-

. ban of ‘Bulacan, Rafael
- Otic of Pampanga, Emel- "
~ita Lingat  of Tarldc and
Laude Mn'salac of Zam-

}‘ﬁ\ aic ENRprovmmal
énvironment and natural
fesoirces “officers (PEN--
RQOs). ¢ :Aurora 'and
‘Ba_l:;__a_m _Pectively.

. .Blango.was replaced .-
by"Nlcomedes Claudio, ,

doza of Bagacand Floren-
cio Jalu of Dinalupihan,
both in Bataan; Roger En-
carnaciofi- of Guiguinto, |-

based in Casiguran, Au-
rota, while Urmamac by -
‘Raymiond Rivera, CEN- -
RO based in Masmloc,
Zamba]es ’

't The replacements of of Cabanatuan 'City;

Bulacan; Ricardo Lazaro [’
% selght 'ahonymity, said

: MllIa sald he was not
aware of the reasons be-
 hind' the relief of the two -

“rofficials, saying it was the

dec1s10n of -a ‘group

. formed by Lopez, .
-Milla however, .clari-

Hed ‘that Aberin, Fernan-

J ‘dez;*Vicente afid Mac-

) adangdan% are still @EN-
+:ROs in holdover, capaci-

4 Hes since. there are. no

Speclal Order for
rehef’ o
_,,ADENR ofﬁma] who

Claudioand Rivera were . ‘Romel Santiago.of Bacol- | . the Telief. of Blanco:and
not‘ammedlately known. *.-or, Pampanga; . Alfredo |, Urmamac and the freez-
*Reportedly placed on .. Collado of Caniiling, Tar- | ingof the four CENROs
'a floating: status were. ., lac; andManfeCash]]o of [, . wasaresﬂtof”fengshm i
'CENRO-Dingalan Jimmy Olon apo City. { “a Chiriege hilosophical
Aberin, CENRO-Mujioz . onal dxrec— .'system of harmonizing-

tor for Central Luzon }
FranciscoMilla; who was
-~ 6ne of the reg onalduec-
« :tors, retained, confirmed |;
ithe. relief iof: Bla.nco and

‘(Nueva Ecija) Gerundio -
Fernandez, Cenro-Bali-
-1ag (Bulacan) Meliton
‘Vicente and Centro-Tar-
lac Launno Macadan- .

es-Mines and Geosclences Bureéu o:lift a cease
scale mining In the minerakrich t
The protesters appealed. to. Environment Secretary

opséning of a mlnahanwvime

*-everyone with the envi-
. renment.. -
2. The affected officials
+-werereportedly removed
#due to “bad feng shm vi-
e brahons o

desist order on small-

of Paracale, Jose Panganlban and Labo.

Gina Lopez to allow the
. Photo by Sonny Sales

.o
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Bagac and- Floxem:o Jal-of :
; - Dmalupihmybothml!hh_aan,

beaed Zambala.
1 The re lncements of MM
: Claud:oandp River: wirrerennt

l - il
; Repnrtedly placed on

) o_wgver, )
| ﬂRmo g SRS OBt Abmmm‘naaaez, Vi

cente an

{j8) Gerung - Fernandez,
| Cenro-Bali (Billacan)
. MehtonV‘cenhe;ai)d Centro-
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H_‘_"'{p?'.’»ﬂ-"-”- SMreaders answered this question: -~ -
|20 You agree with the DENR's movels . .

- against sopjg mining firms?- - s
X S " _:: \il Lo TV e
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Sen. Loren Legarda, chairperson of the . stated that from 2001 to 2

4
.

Senate climate change committee, pressed . forestland cohsists of 7.1

yesterdaythe national government toprioritize ~24.2 percent of thé countly

the rehabilitation of the:coutitry’s denuded” = ‘The Namiia also stated

forests and degraded forestlands, - - -2005; the Philippines lost 32.
* - Thi§ ag Legirda filed Senste Biil 402, the : -est-cover or'anll_'oul_'ld 3,412,
proposed Sustainable ForestManagement Act, . " "Legarda said‘the sus
that provides for sustainable forest manage- - - 'count‘ry"s-forefasfs isensuring
menthased onrational allocation offorestland’ and future generations woul
' usesand Promotion of land use practices. ‘atural resources. .

. s
[} [N
1

. 3T

. ay

s

E ! i
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Percent efits for-
 hectares, -

ainability of the
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THE Payatas controlled dlsposal fac1llty
eyed fo become an eco-gark or for any s tabl
use after its cIosure . 5 ;
The Quezon-City government is no étafting :
master plan'for thePayatas controlled digposal
to determine short and long-texm develqpm \
tives in the area. )
"~ Frederika Rentoy, head of city’s Envirotimie
‘Protection and Waste Management Departinent (EP-
. WMD), said that the city’ govemment is using @seven-
i ‘ hectare engineered sanitary laridfill in Payatas for the
i disposal of solid waste d_generated by the city.’’ '
i Earlier, the city government appealed‘to’
’ artmeént of Exrivironment and Natural 'ReSotifcés
I(;',DENR) to reconsider its'order calling for the\‘iminédi— '

effort to av
with the imp
fill in: Paya

; ate closure of the Payatas sanitary landfill. - .
' . The “city’ goverriment-asked the DENR'td give'it ‘W
A 2000 CleanAn' ct; Toxic Substances

: and Nuclear Wastes Act; RenewabléEnergy Act of
2008 aind gtid elinies governing the establishment and
operation of waste-to—energy technol gies for munic-
1pal sohd wastés. - rtini
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- formerly “Bgy. Aroro, in the Goa, Gamarin
- portion of Mt. Isafog Natural Park,
" hydro power Iant_.zls set t%;.he
. : - Pho

"By Sonny Sales?

NAGA GITY~The Depastricnitof
l‘E\Iationél'Kgsqilr;egs-Enviroqn;e' tal Ma

- ance Certificite (ECC) issued forthepr
" Thesorder was; issued amid. complaint
environmentalists and stakeholders that th

being developed i the vicinity o Mt Tsarég Natural
ark, AR

Former DENR Bicol regional director Gilbert Gonza-
les issued an ECC for the project on Nov, 11,2009. -
The-Ateneo dé Naga University, norgovernment
organizations, and the Institute for Environmental
Conservation and Research (INECAR) said the devel-
opment of the 17.770.50 square meter Rangas hydro -
“power_plant: project is in violation-of the National -
Intgegrated Project Area System or:the:NIPAS Act of
1992, i v g e 7o T I SR
INECAR: spokesperson Joandviva ‘-Pellc;];enib said
based .on a Global Positioning System (GFS) plotting
of the boundaries of the 10,112:hectares:of the Isarog
National Park, the site developmerit of the minj-hydro
-power plantin Bgy. San Pedro {Aroro) Goatown in the-
portion of Mt. Isarog falls inside the:natufal park and
not outside its boundary..;” rif s T
. The-INECAR said about: 63 matuge. trees will be
affecied by the project. 1 ez i Hiog, %
Many stakeholders among the water districtoffices
in Camarines Sur also opposed. the prdject. They said -
-they were not informed of the plariried construction of -
a hydro power plant in Mt: Isarog, ‘considering that -
potable water sources in Naga City and the adjacent
towns come from the mountain’s watershed, .-
JOWIR R A e




