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portlcommumtles affected by the
cIOSure of select o mining areas.’
rI‘lllISV.\rasdlsclosedasTounsmSec—
retaryWanda CotazonT., Teosaldshe
is ready to sit down with Environ-
‘mefit Secretary Regma Paz L.Lopeéz
on potent1a1 ecotourism’ areas,
“Tii'a text message to the Busi-
NBSSMIRROR Teo said the Tour-

1sm Infrastructure and Enterprise

Zone Authorrty (Tieza}can develop

_closed m1n1ng areas into ecotour-

ism s1tes “We are actually ‘talkmg
of ecotounsm s0 we can help com-
munities,” she said. The Depart-

ment of Tounsm (DOT) secretary'-

chairs Tieza, an attached agency

formerly kndwn as. the Ph111pp1ne

Tourlsm Authonty TuoL e

HE' Duterte admlmstration :
 has at least P80 million in )
' funds to develop potential -
ecotounsm sites and help sup--

'onversmn of clos:
o mto ecoto

already been held with Lopesz
regardmg potentlal ecotourisin |

sites, Teo said, Notyet [But]Iw1Il', .‘ E

sit'down with her on thrs ”

Lopez recently announced the
.completxon of a mining audit by
. Her’ department ‘and said she was

determined to close ‘dovrn several

mines that have violated environ- -

mentallaws and those in watershed

areas. Watersheds hélp protect the

.explamed that “part of dur man- .
~.date is to develop ecotourism proj-.

“eécts, And we have 1dent1f1ed this
' _effort on ecotourlsm as‘a major

i

supply of dr1nkrng water of local

cornmumtres, aswell as 1rr1gatron ‘
“water for farms.
She added that the local com- -

-1..

munjties i in the closed mmlng ar-

- eag will'earn more 1f therr sites are '

devoted to ecotourrsm act1V1t1es
Tieza COQ" Gurller Asido

Aok

1n1t1at1ve for- 2017"

A “sites: “Tt’s °

5 percent of trayel:

urrsm

31tes

ASIDO ”That’s
abaut P&o mﬂlron
Tllat’s an annual
:Iudget that we
wo

onwithi the DENR
an DOT And with

1nes

Idiiketo work:

eyed

\ tounsmsmultlpller '

effect; itwill really .

hielp [the focal communitles thatwill be

affected bythe mmlmg closures]” .

aannual budget that wel\LWOuld like
to 'work-on with the DE
ment of Environmental alnd Natural

B Resources] and DOT. And with' tour-
ism's multlpher effect, it will really
help (thelocal communities that w1]1

he affected by the minirg closures] g
" Arecentstudybythe WorId Traél

. andTounsm Council (WT’[‘C) showed
" thiat traveland fourism dJrectly stip-
4 _""'portedl 26 millionjobsorB:3percent
- He addéd the agency has abud-

' .Jget*to develop ecotoliris)

of total employment in the Philip-

pmesun D015, It i expedied to rise
. ercent in 2016 andrise by~

R [Depart- . -

3.3 percent of total employment] in, W[

2026,” the WTTC added.

In 2015 travel and tourrsms'

' 'total comtribution to. employ-

ment, “including jobs indirectly
“supported by the’ industry”, was -

10.3 percent of total employment
or roughly 4 m1lhon jobs, “This i is
expected to rise by 3.5 percent in

' 2016 to'4,145,500 jobs and rise by .
b 2.5 per’ annurn to 5,288,000 ]ObS

© -in 2026 [10.6 percent’of total],” it
© also sdids In contrast, data from -
the Mining:and Geosciences Bu- -

reau (MGB) of the DENR indicated
that mining’ ‘and quarrying jobs
accounted for only 0.6 percent of

“total employedpersons inthePhil-

1pp1nes, or 236,000, ,
Accordlng to the Barcelona

‘ Fields Studies Center, Tounsm'.

not only createsjobsin the tertiary
sectoy, it also encourages growth

in the primary and secondary sec-

tors of industry. This is known as

the multiplier effect, which, in its .
simplest form, is how" many times-
' moneyspentbya tour:st ‘c1rculates ‘

N

Asked if exploratory talks have ‘-,..that about P80. mi

R iz L L

fthrough a country’s economg. -~

“Money spent in a- hotel' helps:

to ccreate jobs d1rectly in the hotel,

But it also creates Jobs indivéctly ™

elsewhere .in the . economy. The

“hotel, for example has tobuy.food -
fromlocal farmers, whomayspend o

some of this money on fertilizer or
clothes The demandforlocalprod—

ucts increasesastourists often buy _
souverurs which} increases second-

ary employment
The DOTis targetmgalS 2-pert

. cent share in'total employmient for .
tourism in 2017, “And the number

of poor beneficiaties [Filipirios liv-

ingbelow thepovertyhne] dstarget
18 471,631,” the Tieza chief siid,

While some of the mining areas
to be closed are watershed areas,
Tieza still beheves itis still feasrble-

" to tiirn them into ecotounsm sites.

“It’s a matter of agreeing with the
DENR on what is the proper fraine-
workand guideline tobeobservedin
1dent1fy1ng the: appropnatepro;ect
There are international standards,

_as well [that can be: followed in

T RN

atifum to, 1:65 rru]hon jobs.

d velopmgwatershedareasmto ec-
ofourism sites),” Asido pomtedqut
The WTTC study also- -showed
attraveland tourism directly con-
trjbuted about P570 billion to the
l‘]rhppme economy as expressedin
; }], € GDP in 2015. This was equiva-
t to 4.2 percent of the GDP..
The same study showed that the
to alcontrlbutmn of traveland tour-
ism'tothe countrys GDPwas P1.43
tnllron in 2015, or 10.6 percent of

' ,GDP ‘It is' forecast to rise by 6.6

pe réent in 2016, and to rise by 5.4

per éntperannumtoP2,590billion . . -

[1] 2 percent of GDP]in 2026." " -

" [Fhe™ minirig industry, on the
othér hand, contributed only 0.6

- pexcentofthe GDPin 2015, withits
gross valueadded at current prices
est mated at some P81 billion. '

__E!——

niz atlon of travel industry execii-
tives promoting travel and tourism |
worldwide. It regularly issues re-
Ports on the impact of tourism’on

‘the|global economy, as well as the .-

e'conomres of dlfferent countnes

—_.:

—__

WTTCis an international. orga- T
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" Palaban ‘si Environ-
" menté Secretary Gina Lo-
'pez sa° paghahamon ng

‘giyera’ng grupong tumu-"

:fuligsasa kanya partiku-

‘lar ang The Chamber of

i Mines _of the Philippines
' (COMP) na nagbantang

i haharang sa’ appointment -
- ng kalihim sa Commission -

" on Appoiniments (CA).
Ayon kay Lapez, hin-
-di siya aatras sa kanyang
- laban hangga’t hindi siya
‘lumalagpas sa manda-

tong binigay sa kan-

yani Pangulong Rodrigo
Duterte na pagsilbihan
;ang interes ng taumba-
yan at wakasan ang pag-
mamalabis sa kalikasan.

" “Wala na tayohg
. magagawa diyan, bahala na!

I keep.my stand that there

“should'be 110 mining in wa-

Tanggap na rin uma-
no ni Lopez na mara-
mi ang masasagasaan

mimina dahil multi-mi-
key players dito,

di siya aniya magpapa-
intimidate at magpapa-
apckto sa: mga gustong
sumira sa kanyang mga
adbokasiya sa kalikasan.

"Muling . nasilaban ang

* pag-aalboroto ng mga mi-

“ining: advocates’ matapos
ipag-ufos” kamakaildn 'ni

sa kanyarig mga ginaga-
wang aksyon sa DENR
partikulat sa isyu ng pag-*

lion- industry ang:mga g

.. Sa kabila nito,, hin-

vocates, muling iginiit ni

Lopezna may mga isusu-

nod pa siyang kakansela-
hing mining contracts. at
ipasasaraang ‘mga mi-

ning firms na konektado -

dito Kung kinakailangan.

" Samantala, nakaha-
nap ng kaalyado sa Ka-
mara ‘si- Environment
Secretary Gina Lopez sa
hatap ng batikos na ina-
ani nito sa ginawang pag-

papasara sa 28 mining

Lopez ang kanselasybn 'sa!
.75 mining contracts na ma- .

-panganib sa buhay at kabu-

nalapit-sa watersheds.’
Sa halip na magpaa-

.hayan ng mga residenteng '

tersheds,” wikangkalihim.  pekto sa pambabatikos

firms at pagkansela sa 75

mining contrdts,
- Ayon kay House Com-

Thittee on Natural Resoure- -

L0pezn M | : ilf Halk:Sd:naa:n

‘ng mga pro-mining ad-

é:;"s Chairman at Bayan
una Rep. Carlos Isagani
te na nakabibilib at

ng matapang nia pagharap
li Lopez sa problema sa il-
egal mining na matagal na
ilang inirereklamo,

;- Ani Zarate mata-
‘gal nang inirereklamo ng
1ga - environment activist
ng mining agreements
12 sumasakop sa water-
hed areas dahil naka-
caapektoito sa supply ng
ibig-para sa irigasyon at
lomestie use na ngayon
lamang inaksyunan, (Jun
Tadios/Tina Mendoza)
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Councll to rewew
DENR closure -
of mining flrms

: By MARY GRACE PADIN

ey OO —_—

The government’s Mining
Industry Coordinating Council
- (MICC)is bent on subjecting to
‘review the recént decision of
Environment Secretaty Regina
Lopez to close down some
mining firms and terminate
exlstlng government contracts
with mining companies..:
. Tnapress briefing yesterday,
Finance Undersecretary and
Legal Services Group head
‘Bayani Agabin reiterated that
the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
- (DENRY's closure and suspen-
sion orders are appealable to
the Office of the President,
_and as such could be reversed,
_ modlfied or altered by Malaca-
fiang.
”As discussed durmg the
MICC meeting last week,
“there is 4 need to observe due
process. Due process is both
_substantive and procedura] "
Agabin said. :
© “As a general prmcuple of
‘law, decisions of Cabinet sec-
retaries are appealable to the
- President, since.the former
are alter egos of the latter. As

.such, their decisions can be

. reversed, modified or aitered,
"if warranted,” he added.:

" Earlier this month, Lopez
“announced: the closure of 23

mining companigs, effectively .

_revoking their mining con-
tracts. Five more ﬁrms were
later suspended.

She also recently announced
the cancellation of some 75

!mineral ‘production-sharing
agreements (MPSA), which are
_contracts between the'govern-
ment and rnmmg contractors.

(in the contract) for dispute:

- ies of the DENR’s order
the results of the mining audit.

”If there are prov151on5"-
=]

resolution, -this should be ob::
served. If there are grounds fo
termination, these should bg '
the basis for any termmatlon, &
Agabin said. -
The MICC, c6- chan'ed by
the Department of Finance'.
(DOF) and the DENR, -last
week issued Resolution Ng.
6, which guides the coune i
members on how to proceed!
with the DENR’s directives. |
‘The resolution stated that
both the DENR and the council

shot(ld. recognize the requni :

‘ ments of due process.

" The MICC also decided

-form amulti-stakeholder pangl

to review- the performance of -

all existing mining operations..
“Pursuant to EQ (Executlve

Order) 79, the MICC shall

atea multl-stakeholder revie

.and’advise the DENR on.the
performance of existing mil}: -

ing operations in consultation.
with local government units/”
the resolution read. - s
“The review shall be basel
on the guidelines and par
eters set 'forth-in the speci [
mining contract and-in other
pertinent laws, taking into de- -
count the valid exercise of the
State’s police power to se
ithie' common ‘good,; especially
the poot,” it added. '~ - |
- Meanwhile, Agabin said e
DOF still hasnot received cop* |

“We have not seen the o =5

- ders nor the audit, so we

not aware of the grounds nor
the manner by which DE

Secretary Gina Lopez has .

made her decisions,” he sald




'1.Z_FEB 21

L.

DATE “UIPPER HAL
AC
PAGE L.LOWER HAL
S ()MM[INICAH()N AND INH IATI‘VF SERVICE

“m GAMAHINES mimt '

" By JuanEscandordr.’ |

IuanEscandorINQ LR -

'DAET CAMARINES NORTE—--

Some 11, 000 fam1l1es 1n ‘the
towns of Paracale and' Pangam-
ban have’ lost. their primary
source * of"’ mcome after :the
Mmes and Geosc1ences Bureau

, (MGB) of theDepartment of En-

vironment and ""Natiiral' Re-

. sources (DENR) issued a cease-

and-desist order (CDO) agamst
mining activities in 12 towns of
Camarines Norte provmce '
-“The action' of the dxrector
of the MGB was sudden’ and has
d1splacecl sub51stence tniners in

" seven villages in Pangamban,

town, translating to 6,000 fami-

is permn:ted by the,DENR secre-
o

eguIatoryBoard
He ‘said thé’ DENR . ap-
proved only sev‘en Mm ‘ang

o

Scale Mining Act was ap .
‘in1991in the entlre couq Y.

rlange

mlmng corporanon to allow a
‘ Mmahang Bayan ‘inside their
claims, whlch barred approval

ofits apphcanon e
Seraﬁn Dasco, presrdent of
the Samahanng Magkakabod ng
Paracale (Assoclatnon of Subsis-
tence Mlners in Paracale), said

KT

lies or about 30,000 1ndmduals

environment and natural“re-
sources officer of Pangamban

" In’ the ! town' of: Paracale
5,000 subsnstence miners''and -

“their 'fariilies were: affected by

the CDO, sa1d Gil Salen; mumcn-
pal plannlng and development
coordinator. N L
* Aviado - considered’ sublsis- _
tence miners to be most affected
by the CDO since they edn dliv-
mg on d day-to-day basis and only
when they are able to mine gold.
“But Guiilermo Mohna, MGB-
Bicol dlrector said the CDO e,
issued agalnst mmmg dctivities -
on. Jan. 10 was based on Execus .

_that if theproblem was the’ con—

sent” ftom mineral cIalmants, _

thefe must bea prescnpnon ‘of

the mineral claims onceitis ldle

foralongperiod. . . '~ I
.Molina said thére IS a five-

year prescrlptlon after whlch the

] MGB. ca.n recommend the can-‘ )
. cellanon ofthe mlneral clalms

Wllfredo Sapalaran 54, éitb-
sistefice’ miner, Sald he ralsed
his brood of seven children

solely from mining wh1ch he

started m 1980 in Barangay Luk:
lukan in Pangamban town ‘

- “I-¢41l on the government to
allow s [to] contmue our min’
1ng activities because we 'cl 'not
destroy the environment unhke
the Iarge -scale mining 'that

ii\' Lﬂ.hb.'ns ..

,{E
n?i"i’.i’hm qh&\%ﬁ}qﬂr g tw ot

. tive' Order No. 79, and the Im-
losing 'their livelihood,” sdid
Sarah Mane Aviado, mumc1pa1

lementmg Ru es and ‘Regula-
(tions of Repub 1c 'Act No. 7076,

the SmllScale Mlmng Act.

» “The “issilarlce “of ‘the CDO
shiows that we aré doing activi-’
 ties 'not in lme ith the laws. |
decided to enforce the CDO all
over the provi lce especially in
the towns of Paracale, Pangani-
ban and Labo wh efe'there are il-
legal mining act1v1t1es,” he said.

" Molina said
CDO agalnst 1]legal mmmg ac-
tmnes in ‘Camatines Norte be-
cause no orie Has been gwen per-
- thit for- small-sc‘ile mining in the
absence of "Mlnahang ayan "a
spec1f1c mineraljzed area inalo-
cality where srTll-scale mining

. Nk .
* strips  mountains of vegeta-
t1on"’hesa1d S

“"Maria Lindd Yasis, 46, said the -

primary livelihood of her family
was through sutsmtence mining.
She said that if the govern-
fuent, continy ed to “prevent
them from munng, it would be

- tantamount 10’ “burying their

n

'fa.tmly inthe grave.
© Gov. .Edg: do A . Tallado
sympathlzed
tence miners Wpo have Iost their
livelihood smc the CDO was en-
forced by the AGB w1thout giv-
irig them alternlattve livelihood.

" “There were pendlng appli-

" cations for ismall-§¢alé mining
b‘ﬁt thie MGB -

permrts ” Tallado sald INQ

e

he enforced the

th the subsis- -

woht gn?re them
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. IPS MOST AFFECTED BY MG

tctures %f mountarns and rivers: ravaged by
mlnmg cornpames should Jemind us of a.

quote from the Ctee Indlans of North Amerr- :

* car“Only whiéh'the last tre€ has di€d, the last
river has been poisoned, the last fish has been
‘caught wrll we realize that we can ‘teat money

Often ?old but almost always 1gnored is the fact

- thatthe thountains and rivers are the soufce of food
- and water. In the Philippines, mést affected by the

sacnlegrous practrces of mining firms are our m—

i pegpies Ps):whose life and culture re-’
volve: raround “moji ta&ns and rivers. In fact, the
,Manoho callxtheamountams “bobongan’’ (wtuch in

_“English means roof or, inetaphorically, * shelter ‘ffr_*

The IPs are ralso often the v1ct1ms of milita-
rization, so rnuch so that when there are so -called"

- “bakwit” (evasuees), we think of IPs. Mrhtary

presence and the mining operations must there:
fore not be mere coincidence because the Ip habr-
tat and mining areas are common grounds

Mrmng@compang‘es Justlfy their .existence '

through thiéjobs thatthey create and the billions
of pesos. that“they contribute to the- economy
Promrmng personalmes argue tl}at blockmg therr
_activities “will" obstruct’ development. (At thlS

R | arrogance of the |*
clwellers Perhaps because nthe mountams there .

DATE UPPER HA
Alb, '
PAGE LOWER HA

TATI Vlt SSERVICE

Ch

-pomt it should be noted that Benguet Mlmng
Inc., the oldest mining cor poratmn in the Phrhp-_

p1nes has lfeen op eratmg' 5 nce 1903, )

Some\say that IPs are ]L
them alone: will keep thern as, such That is the
“schooled’ T and city

lS _n_o WiFl cell phones at;e useless, but in the
c1t1es, people are tiseless without cell phones.

Y IPs are ot stupid. Remember, they. were here
' before “]‘esus Christ” .or before the :Spanish con-
querors Jarided on our shores. IPs in fact do some
mmmg and loggmg, but they: exfract from nature
onlir what they need. What they need is not neces-

sanly rnoney, but those that will give them the

“théir culture They may no
that‘ "modermzatron" has' brought ‘about, but they
have: been on this earth long nough to gam the wis--
" doim'of hfe That is more ad\f

4 money and development

strengf:h to live and live hapqprly enough to enhance -

JULIEL.PO, .|;
Lmangan ng Kulturang PI|I
le704@yahoo com 0o

.
rrrmtrve " and leavmg p

possess the amenities

anced than the myth of
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W seena
wm-wm solu, 1T

: By Ronnel W. Dommgo
: @ronwdommgoINQ

-

progress
“We hope for the" reasonable-
ness of the members of the Com-

) I@rge-scale miners see the exit of/ mission on Appointments (Ca),”
' Egvrromnent Secretary ‘Regina :

“Lopez as a solution that would al-
‘ lqu the country to benefit from its

' n-pneral resources responsibly even

paemdent of the . Cha.mbe .
' Mmes of the Phﬂrppmes (COMP),
. sqld in an interview that if Lopez’s

' ,as antimining advocates urged the
qvemment to stand firm on the

L ca.nce]lauon of contracts.

i Nelia.C. . Halcon, execunve* ice ¥

orders were carried out, only the
antimining side would be. happy

while people in mmmg cormmuni- -

tles would lose a source of

Halconsaid. .

"It's one thing to support
someone doing something within
the bounds of law, and it's another

thing to support someone acting. -

{beyond the law), " she added.
o rw1th the. CA an opposition to
liopez'sr confirmation . as Depart-
ment of Envirohment and Natural
Resources (DENR) chref

) Earlrer this week,’ Lopez said
she requested to postpone discus-
srons on her appomtment until
Marchr.

COIllIaCfS

* The think tank dlsputed asser-

. tionsthat large-scale mining has
j been beneficial to the economy, -

saying that the mdusl:ry contribut-~

. ed “a measly” o7 percent to the '
gross domestic product in 2013

n‘

e _ "

Halcon argued theré was no
.- way the. mining industry could
. grow when the regulatory envr—

tration, there was a moratorium
on new projects and now we have
(Lopez s'orders),” Ha]corrsard. “Be-
fore that,. the Arroyo’ administra-

—————— ..

COMP was among the first to R

) lastfewyears Werean tgrowrf
-rules- that the governthent Ia

assuredof due process. DRI &
R ;I'h DE, closure*and susl-:
pension,orde "appealable th

the

. l
" sion’ can be reversecl modified 0

»canang. Finance Undersecre

tron promoted mmm,g only 1n the

i “The reality of the Philippine
-51tuau i is that mmmg money
funds s pohucal carnpmgns and
there are mining interests in (g:e ;

House of Represenitatives) and the

: Senate, and I'don’t know {if these
are present) in the CA, Lopez sard
inajpress bnefing
When asked if the possrble e—

said: “Y ihope b
Askeﬁ’what e'mdustty cou d
look forward to-if a new DER

chief was installed, Halcon said
problems facing the mdusjry,

would not be solved easily.
. “There will still be issyes e en

o, ;..snfgnng,;lookmg at other businesss«i
7%eS like Idgistics, mfrasn-ucture'

if another person ‘takes over, she
said. “But we will Be able:to ad-i
dress all of those, even to the pornt
of u"responsrble miners getting ;
shut out.” S
Halcon said some members of | ‘
COMP were already looking at al- |
ternative solutions if the situation .
‘would take a turn for the worse,
"Some {companies) are diver- | L

eopment, etc," she sard. "
are readying with’ their Plan B (m
* case Lopez prevails).” )
_ In a statement, Ibon’ Founda—i
ition urged the Duterte adminis-

‘tration to starid firm on Lopez’s:
orders to close rmnes and cancel

i
1
I
i

.down does ot allow i it, b, the
dustry hag much, ‘greater potential
that whatwehave now” = |*

 The Department of Finance al- e

so reiterated Thursday that in-"
ing firms affected, by the latest.
cance]lauon of 75 contracts wer

e

e

resident, as'sifch, the ‘dedit
altered, if ‘warranted by Mala i

Bayam Agabin saidina statemen
—WITH A REPORT FROM BEN cJ.
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IoF teIIs mlners 510 appeal to Dut

THE Department of the Environment and

" Natural Resources (DENR)’s closuire. and
. suspension - of 28 mining compantes can
“be appealed % President Rodngo Duterte
“as part of due process, the Department of

Finance (DOE) sard on Thursday

erte

Ina statement, Finance Under: ecretary

Bayani Agabm, who heads the D?F Legal
Servrces Group, sard that “as’ sr}ch [the

“»Ap

ealAs

| I_A'.P'II?.EAL‘F:ROM A1 3
‘DOF tells -
‘miners

: dec1sron] can be reversed; modt-
fied or altered, if warranted” by
‘Malacafiang;
Agabin issued the statement
. in response to queries from the
- media sent to the DOE, the agentir
that co-chaits the Mining ln-'
" dustry Coordinating’ Counc‘l
_ (MICC) with the DENR, ¥
" "We have not seen the orders
nor the audit, so we are not awaré
of the grounds nor the mannét
by which DENR Secretary Gina
" Lopez hds made her decrstons,,
- Agabin said.. "
“As drscussed dtiring the MICG
meeting last week, there is'a need
- toobserve due process. Duej proce&s
isboth substantlve and proceduIal '
Substantive diie process means s that
there are valid grounds in law to
- support the cancellation, Prdcedur-
al due process means' theprocedure ,
. for cancellation. as prornded for i in

e

-couricil * recogmze ‘the’ requrre-
ments of due procéss in the ap- |
" plicable mining laws, rules and |
regulations,” and formed a panel ’

' review” of the performance of all

| set forth in thie’ specific mrnrng

- MPSAs granted to mining com-

' the contract or tinder releva'nt laws
| weré followed,” he added.

+ The DOF added that theE MICC '
* affirmed in its most recent reso-"
lution the primacy of both. “pro-
“cedural and substantive” due
© process in the final resolution}of
the DENR's series of actions o
existing mining contracts under
- mineral productron sharing agree-
ments (MPSAs). :

{  Last week, the MICC drscussed
the DENR directive to shut down
23 mine sites and suspend the’
operations of five others. '

'the basis for any termmauon,

Duriiig that meéeting, the-|
MICC issued Resolutton 6,which |

stressed that the DENR and the |

to conduct-a mulu-stakeholder

existing mining operations. o
‘Resolution No. 6 was signéd

by Lopez and Finance Secretary :

Catlos Dominguez 3rd.

. 'The resolution stated that the H

MICC “shall create a multi-stake- |,

holder review and advise the DENR. |
on the performance of . existifig |

minihg operations in consultation
with the local’ government units
(LGUs). The reviéw shall be based
on thé guidelines and parameters

contract and in: other-pertinent
faws, taking into account the valid
exercise of the State's police power
to serve the common good espe-
cially of the poor.”. by

' Agabin noted that the existifig

panies.are contracts between the
government and mining contrac-
tors. “If there are provisions for
dispute resolution, this should

be observed, If there are grounds :

for termination, thése should be

he said.. -

"As a general prrncrple of
law, decisions of Cabinet secretar-
ies are appeala‘ale 10 the Presrdent
since the former are alter egos bf
the latter, As- such, their deasrdns
can be reversed, modified or 4l

tered if warranted,” Agabin said.|

MAYVELIN U CARABALLO :

e — - IR
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Mining firms told to appeal closure order

THE Department of Finance (DOF) said
closure and suspension orders issued
by the Department of Environment and
Natural Resource (DENR) on several min-
ing firms are appealable to the President
and as such, can be reversed, modified,
or altered, if warranted by Malacafiang.

- “We have not seen the orders nor

the audit, so we are not aware. of the
grounds nor the manner by which
DENR Secretary Gina Lopez has made
‘her decisions,” $aid Bayani Agabin, fi-
. nance undersecretary and head of the
DOF Legal Services Group.

Agabin issued the statement in re-
sponse to queries from the media sent
to the DOF, the agency that co-chairs
the Mining Industry Coordinating Coun-
cil (MICC) with the DENR.

Agabin was at the MICC meeting last
weck when the Council discussed an
earlier DENR directive shutting down
23 mine sites and suspending the op-
erations of five others,

“As a general principle of law, de-
cisions of Cabinet secretaries are

appealable to the President since the
former are alter egos of the latter. As
such, their decisions can be reversed,
modified or altered, if warranted,”
Agabin said.

During that meeting, the MICC is-
sued Resolution No. 6, which said
both the DENR and the Council “rec-
ognize the requirements of due proc-
ess in the appllcable mining laws,
rules and regulations,” and created a
panel to conduct a multi-stakeholder
review of the performance of all exist-
ing mining operations.

“As discussed during the MICC mcct-
ing last week, there is a need to observe
due process. Due process is both sub-
stantive and procedural. Substantive
due process means that there are valid
grounds in law to support the cancel-
lation,” Agabin said.

“Procedural due process means the
procedure for cancellation as provided
for in the contract or under relevant
laws were followed;” he added.

Resolution No. 6 was signed by

both Lopez and DOF Secretary Carlos
Dominguez III.
The| resolution stated that the MICC

““shall|create a multi-stakeholder review

and advise the DENR on the perform-
ance bf existing mining operations in
consulltation with the local government
units (1L.GUs).”

It added that the review shall be based

‘on the guidelines and parameters set

forth|in the specific mining contract

‘and in other pertinent laws, taking into

accm]lnt the valid exercise of the State’s
police power to serve the common
goocl| especially of the poor.

Agabm noted that the existing min-
eral productlon sharing agreements
(MPSAs) granted to mining companies
are contracts between the government
and each of the contractors.

“If{there are provisions for dis-
pute| resolution, these should be
observed. If there are grounds
for crmmatmn these should be
the Pasm for any termination,’
he said.

B
b
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(MHI) relterated ‘on £

that its subsrdlarys miine. ln.

Surigao del Sur province would

‘continue to operate, defymg a
government order to shut down’
* operations in a watershed: area; - .

The firm said ‘the’ pro;ect
was expected to shrp otit mmer-

-als next month, ahd( its presx-':
dent, Isidro Alcantara Jr. insist-

~-ed that its mlmng,concern “had

“prior rights that. must be re- -

spected.” -

“We strongly .ob]ect"to such‘

. action being made without ob-
servance of due process and’
without basis in fact and in

~law,” Alcantara said in a letter.to

‘;solved only in December 2016'

whié oopez. | herself approved
. -theépra) tam. o, :

He' added that V'MMDC was-,

) able to secure a memorandum

“of agreernent with the con-: -

cerned local government unrts
X only on Feb 9.

,{"

No basrs i |

"We therefore see no basrs‘

at all for the closure order,” Al-

© cantara said, “We will take all”

the necessary legal actions and
" ‘exhaust all- remedles avallable

- to prevent the 1mplementatlon
. ofthe order.” - ;-°

" - Aléantara said MDDC’s mckel

' mine was expected to-operate as

usual and to start ore shipments
by the first week of March 2017,

. At the Philippine Stock Ex-

change. thr‘ e‘_more ﬁrms sa1

MMDGC 'whlch “would 'warrant

cancellation” of the contract. -
“While the order mentioned

that MMDC operates in a de-

.clared watershed we . clarlfy

ln 'ft
smcests.MPSA WHs appn‘%“ed in

'9'3 cfpnor to the issuante of

al as early as Febru |
‘was prevented - from 1mple-
menting. it due to* prevmus in-
action of the DENRS™
‘I;Ie: said: the ‘mifter was re-
o e '.'_‘ . _-__;-Al__._l_._.-

A

they had intérest in MP$As lis

.ed among the 75 contracts thab

Lopez had 1dent1fied :
* DMCI Igllrung Corp ‘a umﬁ
-of DMCI Holdings Inc., said’it;

has also received an order for
.the 's'uspensn)n of operatrons ,

for Berong. Nickel Corp. (BNC)

and another for the: cancella-‘_
- tion: of the MPSA for Zambal

D1vetsrfied Metals
(ZDMC)

"ZDMC and BNC Shall- séek:

redress from the subject DENRi
orders rarsrng, among others,_:‘
" the lack of due'process and legal .‘r-“_does not: derlve rany mcome

bases for“the issuance of’ the‘=_""

same,” DMCl said. ~ :
“The company does not

foresee these orders as having'

any significant, inimediate im-
. e Gt

- 2016;”itadded. fi o

J..‘. [

I '1ts botto hbe,»as both
kel compames

operatmg for the

ost pa‘rt of ‘
B Also, ABrown Slo *Inc said it
has - mmonty nterests -in
PhiGold Ltd.-which has owner:

ship in PhiGold M talhc Orelnc.

as well as in Apex Mining Cé.,
the parent firm of Itogon—Suyoc

! 'Resources Inc,

““The MPSAs" assxgned to

o PhrlGold and to. ;togon-Suyoc

were also ‘atnon MPSAs or-

i
L

dered canceled. © |;:

w

B "Currently, th 3}t:orporatlon

from ™ these mve‘stments A
Brown sald “The effect on our
1nVestments will' epend on the

-‘changes in the s are prlce of

these compames

3 il

ad not been’
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"By Chrlstme F Herrera o

"I FOR _makmg a “very bad deCl-
| sion” on mining, Envxronment
* Secretary’ Gina Lopez will not

hurdle’ conﬁrmatlon of the pow-.

erful Cornm1ssmn on Appomt-

on is ruled out bécéuSe’she made

ayery bad decnsron by closmg-
~down 75 mining fitni§ ‘without

due’ Proéess,” sald Kalmga Rep
Allén”: Jesse Mangaoang, “who

filed a resolution seekmg fo probe

-,Rep "Anthony
actions were: kyreakmg havoc on
the economy. | .
<. A CA member who requested

_anonymity, ¢

'Bravo said Lopez’s

onﬁrmed that sev-

eral qp,positrcn letters had -been
‘ Nextpage

ments lawmakers said Thursday her closure orders o

. the sentiments of the stakehold-
ers that were adversely affected
by Lopez’s decision.”

/t)lons x ment agency. - . . followmg I T isians to
P see "+ .. The lawmaker a:di the CA cancel. the’ ‘Minetal Produgtion
From A1 . w111 convene on ' Wednésday next ‘Sharmg “Agreement of 75 |min-~

' .week (Feb. 22)°t¢' deliberate on :ing™ compames that displ Jdced  Mangaoang, a geolog:st, sald
submltted to the confirmation - Lopez’s fate as DENR secretary. 1.2 million mine workers natjon- the congressional hearing “on
- body questioning Lopez’s quah— “There is stmng opposition to  wide,” the CA member said] “We Lopez’s recent decisions would be:
~ fications to head the environ- - Secretary Lopez’s confirmation have to hear all sides, inclading heldmthe first week of March.
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\. Diaz. The Malico Bmdge

t Daang Maharlika Road (Lipa-
tupita-Surigao Section), on the other -
#'Shand, has-only one lane passable _

e mae mm e o

]
hre { ]
harlika Road (Lipata-Surigao ]
S 6ot " Kinabutan II- Bndge 1
: £ ]

1

1

{

¥Section), Friendship Brldge
SanJuau Coastal Road and

g - ihere are 300 000 mdw:duals
pendeit on mining Jobs—regu-
riand seasonal employees and

) lrfamﬂles .

e figure does not 1nclude the -
stream  industries that are .
ving the commumtles

1chay ‘said that though they sup-
rt plans for eco-tourism, he said
s would take long to develop.

d_vau can’t employ all the i

BRAVING THE ELEMENTS Nearly 6 000 mines workers, mdlgenous peoples scholars, ﬁsherfolk andfa - |

ers stand up Thursday to the weather, inCantilan, Surigao del Surto rally at the town square agamst the order
- of Envlronment Secretary Glna Lopez on the closure of mmmg operahons in the provmce Lance Bacongu!s ‘

pre

- '
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| --Work’-ers
rallyvs
mining
closure .

‘By Lance Baconguns :

\ ANTILAN
“Surigaodel -
' Sur—Desplte o
torrential rain, _
close to 6,000 mine
workers 1nd1genous
' €S _scholars, o
| flsh'?érmﬁ and' -
farmers rallied
against the order
of Environment
Secretary Reglna S
~ Lopez to close mining
operations in Surlgao
del Sur at the town .
park here '

Lopez ordered- the closure - of
23 mmmg operatlbns last week
‘and canceled*75 Mineral Profit

L3

Sharing Agreéemenits on Feb, 14.
The : protesters said the Lo-"
pez order “was an injustice to.

- those ‘whio* de'pehded‘ of, the- +_—

...three mining"- operatlons-—tWO !

' in'Carrascal town, CTP Mmmg

~ and Carrascal Nickel Minitig; Bg;.

© and one in (jantllan Mare Ven- -
tures Mlmng and Development

' Cogp ==

" Cantilan Mayor Ph1111p Plchay
sald Lopez’s move to shut -down
mining would hurt , close- to

7,000 workers who would: lose i

their jobs, and affect their fami-

| lies and commuriities as well.

Cantilan is- the ‘comtnercial -
center of the Carrascal, Cantilan,
Madrid, Carmen, Lanuza area
and home fo Sungao del’ Sur
State Umversxty and the St. Mi-
chael College. ‘

Pichay said that close to P700

. million mrculates in the town an-
- nually,

" “The salaries of the 464 Indlg- i
enous peoples from Barangay |
Cabangahan alone: employed by’ !

" MMDC amounts to P60 mllhon,

annually and the workers spend
it here,” Plchay said.
Plchay added that the salanes
of the employed in Carrascal .
town is P600 ‘million’ -annuaily,

- about 30 percent or P180 mllhon :

is spent in Cantilary, ~ -~ . :
- Data from the DENR Mmes i
and Geoscienices . Bureau |

Next page
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6000,,_

there. are 16 090 regu]arly er-

, ployed in-mining, 15,600 of them‘ ,
' -_m the CarCanMadCarLan area.

- Thére are 300, 000 indivituals
v dependent on mining jobs-~régu-

lar and seasonal employees and -
. their famrhes T
© - Thefigute does not molude the :
dowristreain industries - that are
serying the communities. -

Pichay said that though th sup-

port plans for ‘eco-tourisin, he said -

this'would take long to dévelop.
" “And you cad’t ‘employ. all the

' _'_'7000 people expected to. be- dis-
o placed by the. c]osure of the min-
E mg site.

- Pichay said that the current bed

L capacity of Cantilan is just 75 beds

Josix years to build and the govern-

..andnot ong of thern is of compara-

.;." ’“ble quilityto accommodatlon 'hke
.. »iBoracay'orever Bohiok.

“We need 2000 tounsts per

- week. here -spending P2,000" per -

“day for:at least, for three days to

"7. 7. substitute ‘our losses in mining,
"1 biat where would we house them?”
l Prchay asked. * 70 :

‘Eeo—tounsm would uake ﬁve to

.ment is not the one to construct it,

‘erations stop. -

. The Mamanwa—Manobo 1s “the .
‘_.mdrgenous pcoples of Sungao“
* ‘Peninsula;-+ il e '

Alapomtedoutthattheyhave

. :neglected people in the province.

dlscnnnnated poorest, forgotten and’

“But mining has gwen us work

. R ¢ '+ and dignity,” Ala said.”
‘ showed that in Caraga Reglon :

Ala narrated that now that the
n.’nmng comparies are paymg 10y-
alties for their ancestral domain,

 they have aiready 78 college stu--
" dents and one is about to finish his

law studies in Ma.r_nla )
- -Ala- said that their communities

"have been developed because of the
funding from the mining companies.

“Now we have schools, ambu-

lance, we have work, we have dig-
\ nity,” Ala said:

Ala said-that before mining came,

* people looked down at them as un-

educated, “They look down on us

: becanse we eat frogs. and rice rats,
- but now we are educated; we have

- work, we are not ashamed anymore
because of what muung have given

-us,” Ala said..

"~ “We now. have . educat]on

health farmmg program, when
- the 1 mmmg stops, we.are vulner-

able again to recruitment of the
rebéls,” Alasaid.

Ala issued a plea to Pres1dent
Rodrigo Duterte.to look into their

_pllght and the benef ts that mining

have given them.
"] can’t control all of’ them, we
dor’t want them 10 go back into the

i . mmmtamsandcarryguns”Alasard
. butthe-priva 'sector”PlcbaysaJd.
. Data Engwan Ala, Carrascal’s
R mandatory mdrgenous peoples’
. répresentative;.said that they will .
. be the hardest hrt 1fthe mmmg op- R

. “We will file
‘move "Lopez; fro DENR,” Pi-.

Surigao “del "Sur:. GovVicente .

‘Pimentel said Lope ‘s:closure or
' ders would cut hi

gwn’s annual -

income from P210 flhon a year

mentel said éven a§’ Hie lashed out.

 against priéstswhom he said had
s inisled people on mmmg
_ been the most margmahzed most

e
etltlon to re- -

“When you run out of work and

hungry, you rob the pnests first,”

.leentel said, noting. that high-

way’ robbery was: rampant in the

Punentel sard he was confused

.by the govemment S

‘Why put an’ unquahﬁed per—
son in DENR?” he-said. .

-Miner Leo Santos sald that the.
voice -of the indigerious peoples
have been put on the back burner
in the closure’ of the mines.

"“They have ‘the final say on -

their ‘ancestral lands, not Secre—

{ary Lopez,”? Santos said.
“Without work, we can’t. send
- our childreri.to schools, we won 't

have food, no houSe—lt’s mjus- ‘

nce” Santos added. ' l :

" . Another miner Ramon Arpﬂleda
said they would show Lopez a green
revolution arising from' mining op-
érations when they start rehabilita- -
non after a mine-out o peratlon{

Mihiﬁg t\:'omﬁaiiy“scho‘lar Alext !
is Estampa said that he- hoped the

government would reconsrder the

. elosure order.

Tt's difficult not to be ﬁ'om a pnv-
deged family, Secretary Lopez. Do
youwantustogobackmhmewhere
itis difficuit to hve?’"Estampa asked

. Pimentel, - whose hometown

‘Carrascal is. home to one of the

world’s largest -mineral : deposrts
-argued that. Lopez it her haste to
shut” down m1mng operatlohs
Sungao -del Sur did not follow due
~process and mstead ‘shut hét. eyes
and ears to'the mining mdustry. J
. -"She didnot. follow due ptocess,
in fact, when theyl had an audrt, the-
members of the audit’ team{were
the Alyansa “Tigil Mina (ATM')
and the, prlests » Pimentel said
leentel questloned the ﬁnd—

:' ronment will bé affected but there

B m.gs.‘ of the mining audit, Wl'nch

:was . conducted 'by people who

-,were not experts in the field,
*‘Red Mountaing before munng opt -

erations-startéd. S

. He added that siltation existed ‘
in'the Tago and Tandag rivers
‘even before mining operatlons in

‘ the area began.

I-Ie added that the compames
f0110w1ng Austrahan standards of
mining, and have.done no damage
to the environment.

Pimentel said the Mines and .
Geoscrences Bureau of the DEN’R -

'mspects the mining srtes every_
- twoweeks.

" “The MGB together with ‘the
Multlsectoral Momtonng Team,
they mspect the mining operation

. and-if there is any violation they

are thé ones who will -stop the

.'mrnmg operatons, the: DENR is

aliays inspecting the mining op- :
erations,” Pimettel said. .
. “Gina Lopez said that the envi--

is already an endorsement. by the-

_Carrasoa_l—Cantilan-MadricCar- '
-men-Lanuza irrigators association

that they support mining .opera-
tions in Carrascal,” Pimentel'said. -
" Pimentel-said that mining com-
panies already have dredging ma-
chines-to. remove. heavy siltation -
as part of their mitigation'on silfs.~
“Gina. Lopez  spoke ‘aboit’ eco-
toursim, how can that help Cantilan -
-.and Carrascal when there is not a
single investmenit on tourism devel-
opment? Where will you send peo-

. ple to work?” Pimentel said’

_Pimentel also-hit Lopez S commn-
et on “Water is life”, “How .
 about the. employees of the min-
- ing: companies? They are human,
- beings; don’t they have hfe?” Pi-
mentel sa1d : o ;-

P




-

-

THE NATION'S

MANILA

1

LEAD

‘BULLETIN

LT T

1660

ING NEWSPAPER

OZ- 1717

e i v, et i

DATE

UPPER FIA

d

_NTRATEGIC COM MUNICA'-I"[OT\ AND INITIATIVES SERVICE

'DENR for canceling * *.
contracts, ruining;

. The country's both large seale:and

- small scale miners affected By the De-

partment of Environment and Natural

~ Resources' DENR) crusade againstthe

mining sector may soon have to explore

-options how to make the government [j-

able for breaching contracts and.ruining
their reputations.” - - SR

~Dante Bravo, president of Global

- Ferronickel Holdings, Inc.. (END), the

~ second-largest nickel producer-in the

. country and the largest single lateritic

mine exporterin the world, said themove

- of Environment Secretary Lopezto close

and'suspex_ldzfxﬁning operations as well

as cancel contracts could easily cost the

state ‘several billion dollars," | . .,

‘Under the law, there is an. invest= .

ment guarantee (in mining contracts)’
so this amounts either to an expropria-
tion. With the cancelling and allthat, just

take over this mine or say requisition
investment. Either way, at the end of the -
day, Congress will have to pass a laiv to
pay for this damage or for the return of :
investment forall the mining companies .

affected,” Bravo said in an interview with . members. are-still-hop- -

reportersonWednesday. =~ . - ing that Lopez won'tiget, - i

. 'Eventuallyitwillbe collected through reappointed amid alt the - }
 taxes. It's going to be the Filipinopeople *  issues surrounding her '

whio will shoulder it," he added. -

. Neither. Platinum Group,}Metalfs .
-Corporation (PGMC) or any of the.

companies associated with FNI' group
is among the DENR’s list of 75 ‘mining
companies whose Mineral Production
Sharing Contracts:will.be cancelled,

status
PGMC.however, f & il
that Lopezwarits to'shutdown, -

Bravo pointed 6ut that once-

implemented, miners would be

investments. .

. "You-haye 1t(:f';:or_1's'ider the loss o
have to consider the actual inves

e-the DENR's

closure, suspension, and cancellatidh orders are |
: | forced to go after

the government for. "full reimbursement” of their’

e‘éivgalﬂl. You
tn!l,é.n‘t directly
Ppoured in by:the company. You also have to con-
sider other damage--Bamiage in reputation, all

[}

that. It cannotbe justa simple caleulation," Bravo

further said!*We did.not ~—
violate (envirénmental.
standards): but we: are’ ,
being labelied .as icre-
sponsible. We'rebéingla- .

h

beHedasviQIal;orsé. gse. -
are all aftacksyag nst -

our integrity against our
reputation,” he added. ;
Nelia Haleon, Cham-
ber of Mines of the Philip-. :
pines (COMP) executive -
vice president,on:the., ,
other hand, said COMP

* nationwide audit on the
miningsector. "Webelieve, -

inthe reasgnableness.of
- the CA (Commissionon . - |
i Appointments),' Halcon- - i

~ also shid on Wednesday, - -
(NIBIVD .‘-J ) . ",- o

!
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The Phlhppme Movement

for. Clrmate Justice, the. larg--
. est- climate; justice" group in -
" the" country, trooped to" ‘the

DENR Doffice in Quezon City

10, demand an explanatron for -

‘its. inaction-on the complaints -
agarnst ‘the. coal - -plant of Pet-"

“-ron-San Miguel Consolidated

Power  Corp. ' in : Barangay

! Lamao inLimay. "

- “It [has’ been] more - than
a month since they 1ssued a
notice of - alleged violation

" to Petron and SMC but. until
" now, no immediate action‘has
. been undertaken T-don’t think .

‘this issue is being faken: seri--
.ously,” sa1d PMCI- natronal

coordmator Ian Rivera, rett-
* . .erating the health eomplatnts
' of.residents. : “

o The DENR Envrronmental

GROUP of chmate actmsts on Thursday
- slamimed the Departnlent of Environment -
¥ " \Nand Natura} Resoutces for its: supposed
'inaction on complainis. agamst ‘the coal poWer

| plant in Limay, Bataan ‘

Lk ‘l,.-".!':f'-n

Management Bureau m Central
Luzon sent-a.notice of* -violation
“to ‘San Miguel Corp.; which was
recelved by the end party ‘last -/

_.Tan 6 2017 whlle another order

was 1ssued to. Petron dated Dec::
28, 2016 diregtly from the office .
of the DENR secretary

4Tt was clearly stated in the

’documents rssued to both com- .

pames that they are prohibited
from continuing their’test run.
and’ dumping operat1ons while’
matters are:; bemg investigated
“but. clearly, operatrons are busi-
ness-as usual;>said' Derec Cabe,,
‘coordinator . of - Nuclear—Free
Bataan Movement.”

«:The order issued’ to Petron also °
states that the company acted be-
* yond, their Environmental Com-

.pliance Certificate and failed to

mstall a Contmuous Emlssmn

‘ Momtormg System whrch
bled them to provide a reglh lar'
' momtormg report. .

In. addition, it was stated

-that the. bodies ‘of water Sur-
‘roundlng the coal plant |are
' 'contammated by, hazar ous.'
.substances Lastly, the ‘cpm-
pany: has failed to manage; the

bottom -ash. produced by
coal plant operations.

. ‘However, despite the rel ase-

of the. aforementioned . not ces,
‘no. formal complamt was
filed

sa-"

resplratory diseases. ,
“There is enough évidence :
that the said coal plant has

_ committed both health and en-

.yironmental violations. Notic- -
‘es have already been reieased.
This is not just an.issue of
where to dump the bottom: ash.
The entire operations which.

ir’produce the said waste materi- .

als should be stopped. There is

. 1o reason that the DENR i 1s not

The Pollutlon Adjudtc tlon-'

Board: ¢laims that their office’
“has' riot rceewed any endorse-".

ment from the. DENR Re, 1on- :

al. Office : regarding" Petron-

SMC's case -which left hem-

‘unable'to mvestrgate further
on -the*issue. In his last ipter-

view, Ramon'Ang of SM was
-demandmg that the DENR re-
‘lease.a permit to transport: the
‘remains of ‘bottom ash: being.

omplamed by_the residents.

‘However, Ang Tefused rtc'rl ads

-mit -that - the - waste . products -

: caused the resldents skm“‘and'

; taking action on this,” Rivera:

ever .,

said.
SWeneed an explanatton from-
the DENR on why they did fiot -
endorse this case to PAB imme- -
;dlately” Rivera said. The group
also reiterated that PAB imust be
-assertive in this issue regardless
since. it was stated in the order |
that the body can act on 1ts own'
pulse. '

“v“We demand the closure

" of .the Petron Coal Plant and

.the cancellation . of the ECC
_granted to SMC immediately.”

‘Somebody: has tor be ac-
“tountable - for .this. ‘delay—
justice delayed is justice de-
med ? Rlvera added

—
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Cdal pIants*

‘must monitor air quallty

"9 LOILO CITY The Department
" of Envifonment and Natural Re-

sources (DENR) is callmg on two

: wcoal-fired power plants in Panay
Island to be transparent in their au',
: "quality monitoring, -

! To achieve that, DENR Regional
Director for Western Visayas Jim Sam-

| pula said the Panay Energy Develop-

. . ]

ment Corp (PEDC) in Iloilo City and ;
Panay Concepcion Power Coip. (PCPC) | i
in northern Iloilo province must mstall o
real-time air momtormg devices

The devices must be connected to
the Environmental Management Bu-

" reau (EMB) régional office for. direct

access to air quality index;

Sampulna said President Duterte
wants coal-fired plants to:utilize newer
technologies to ensure that they fully’.

‘ comply with the Clean A1r Act..

DENR is strictly momtormg the

= two plants in the light of DENR Sec-
oy retary Gina Lopez’s campalgn against
mining firms that violate environmen-

. tallaws, . -
" DENRalso urged the two plants to

conduct continuous health surveys to
ensure that their operation doés not- -

.islands.

* taken 'into co 'Eideration.-We need toi

balance, profitjwith environmental pro-
tection and. Sustalnable development,” -
Sampulna smﬁ

" PEDC and. PCPC supply electric-
ity fo Panay, egros, Cebu and Leyte

PEDCisa ub51d1ary of Global Busn-

harm surrounding communities. *
“The needs of the people must -be
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AVAO CITY — Environmen-
talists here praised environ-
ment and natural resources
. Secretary Regina Lopez for.
the closure of 23 mining operations and
. the cancellation of 75 éxisting minerat
. préduction sharing agreements (MPAs)
within watershed areas, a move de-
- seribed as “long ovérdue” since the
environment has long been degraded
by unregulated mining activities. .
. .~ Meantime, the Alliance of Respon- -
- gible Miners of Region 11 (ARMOR)
_ appealed to President Duterte to grant
" the affected mining firms due pro¢ess’

.. with regard to closure orders and-

canceltation of the mineral production
' sharing agreements (MPAs) within the
watershed areas by Lopez

‘ ‘ About-time’ . )
Interface Development Interven—
txons (IDIS) acting executive director

* Chinkié 'T. Pelino-Golle said Lopez - .°

.and the Department of Envitonment -
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and contmue to suﬂer from poverf:y”
‘ghe said.
Biodeversity damage

' She added that the mining com-
panies have failed to deliver on their
promise of development to the com-
munities and even caused violations to
environmental and social Justicé, citing
"-how the inining operations affect6ed the
country's biodiversity. -

“The’biediversity, supposedly, will
support the needs of the people to sur-
- vive and will énsure a balariced environ-
‘ment, But with the mining operations,
bmdivers:ty are also gone and so the
benefits they give,” she said.

. Rehab efforts

She also called on DENR local
government units (LGUs), and imining-
affected communities toworktogether

" torehabilitate the mined areas.

" “Letus give DENR and this govern-
ment, achance, to uphold envu-onmen—
tal and social justice,” she said, ,

Deadly crusade -
- Dr..Jean Lindo, an environmental

‘ 'uactlwst from the Panahpdan Mind-

., anao, claimed there: were anti-mining

calsed the devastatlon of the environ-

ment.. R

" %It is a long overdue. actmn sinee
the ‘environtent has ‘already been
devastated by the unregulated mining

. activities, Local commubnities havelong : -

o been suﬂ'ermg from the destructmns

actmsts killed in the crusade. agamst
operatlons of the mining compames in
. their communities. oo

" “These communities have nemamed

.-poor despxte the niining, operations.

‘The rivers and coastal areas are very
important source of water and food.
They suffer food inseeurity and health
problems How could we constder this

responsible mining?” she said. . |

* ‘Environment first’ B
" Mylai Santos, director of Ecotengd.

Division of the ‘Ateneo de Davao Uni-..

versity, echoed the samé support for.
Lopez by saying it was high time that’

the stakeholders put the envu'onmen'-:

tal and people s general welfare at thé
forefront of the development. . .
- A DENR press release issued on -
Tuesday quoted Lopez as saymg that
“her decision’is backéd by thej provisiong -
of the Phlhppme Mmmg At of 1995 |
thiat gives her the power to regu]ate
and make decisions pertammg o Wa-r
tersheds and even cited the' Forestry -
Code, which: “mandates that surface
mined areas should be brought back to
its natural state.” : '
. ‘Due process = - J
Rodulfo Palma presuient of the Al
liance of Respensmie Miners of Region

(ARMOR) i1, expressed dismay over;

the actlons taken by the, ermronment
chief agamst several mmlng cempa-
nies, . - .

; “It'g not' even a usual Valentme s

gxft forall the commumtles, specifically]
‘members of the hostcommumhes of the; .

mining ¢ompanies,” he said. !

. He said that mining companles
would like to know the basis for the
environment chief's deciston.-

' “You cannot just simply cancel an}

agreement if you are going te use as

basis;. one that is not provided for by
the law, otherwise we should forget the

U ——

_sanciity of contracts,” he said. *
Rody's decision
“Whatever will be the decision, the
mining companies have the option to
"appeat that to the Office of the Presi
dent. Unless, the President decided o i
the issue, the mining companies can.
contmue with the operation,” he said, ..
° ‘Mining firms’ take s
He said that the mifting companies ’
. will take: approprlate actions-after
- they receive the show cause orders'f
to allow them to Tespond within seven
 days “why their MPSAS should not be
“cancelled for threatemng watersheds,
which: are’a major source of drmkmg
and recreational water for many com-
_ miunities.” : .
HFor mining compames, what we
‘are waltmg for is the serving of the .
- notices So that the mining eompames :
. canalso evaluate and know the spec;ﬁc
. basis for the cancellation orissuance of
such order without which, the mmmg
© companies would be in Timbo oni what‘ :

Iy to do;” he said. -

‘Mines and Geosciences Bureau
.(MGBY, 11 director Wilfredo G. Moticano
sald Lopez decision is not only lﬂlhng )

' the mining industry but also veermg P

-away from President Duterte’s prmmse u
of industrialization. [
““It’$ a sad day because if i we fol-
low the statement or pronouncement
" of president when he assumed éffice-.
that thé direction of the country is for
mdustnahzatlon Now whatwﬂl happen

| 'slowlTé'

' bpei‘atm o'feed to these steel manu—"
‘ facturmg companies. It will really. be-..
*| a'direction that is contradicting to the-;

: MPSAe &te in Davao Region - four-in-
Rt Comp tela ‘Valley (Kingking Mu-ung E

pany, Inc)

to that dtrectlon ifthe rmnmgmdustzyls
’lnlled " He" stressed.

e e

dlrecf:mn of 2 president,” he added. "
' He pomted out that nine out of 75;

ns Development and Invests-- -
 King Eagle Exptoratmnl' :
orporation, Napnapanf )
wrees, Ine) and five m] "

‘(Dabavwenyos Miner-- -
n; Phil. Youbang Mmmg'

) Intematmnal Corp., Sinophil Mining
;land 'It'admg Corporatlon Core Mining:

Corpuratlon, Oro- East Mmmg Com—,‘ . £

Eeonomlc 1mpact
“He: sald that about 400 du‘ect WOr)

' iers will be displaced by the closute:' :

lorder but lie ‘added [mining companies -
'wﬂl suffer from rajor losses in terms :
of future investments. .
“If they. proceed with the cancella- ;

- ition, it will resuttin the loss of taxes, loss
- *of royalties, loss of real property taxes,.

55 of employment, loss of social de-

'."velopment and management program

t'or the communities, and-of course, the

. aspiring professmnals All of these wﬂl

: belost " he sald
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PAGBALIK tanaw, ndong
ika-2 ng Enero, arg mga .
residente ng Quezon City
sa Sth District ay nabigla
_nang ilang araw na hindi
nakolekta ang kanilang
mga basura. Ito ay. pag-

katapos ng selebrasyon ng
Bagong Taon, _
Nagtambakan  ang

mga hindi nakolektang
basura sa mga lansangan
-at mga subdibisyon. Nag-

“taka ang mga taga Iung-
sod Quezon. ‘Yun pala,

‘mahigit na tatlong daang.

basurero ay nag-strike at
humintong  magtrabzho
dahil hindi raw ibinigay
ang hiling na umento sa
kanilang suweldo.”

Ang mga basurero
ay ‘sumusweldo  lamang

pala ng P190 kada araw. )

Kaya kung limang araw
ang kanilang trabaho, sila
ay sumusweldo’lafrfang

. ng P3,800 kada buwan,

Ito ay kapag dalawam-

‘pung araw ang kanilang

trabaho sa isang linggo.
Kung. walang pahinga,
sasahad sila ng P5,700
sa isang ‘buwan. ‘Yan ay

- kung tatlumpung - araw
na diretsong paghahakot'

ng basura. Napakababa
talaga ng sahod nila kaya

.tama lamang na h__ummg:_

sila ng umento,
‘Napagbigyan -
ang kenilang hiling kaya

_ matapos ang ilang araw,

naging normal ulit’ dng
koleksiyon ng basura sa
nasabing distrito.

L. S .

yata

smr NA PIIIITEI(SIYIIN
_ SABASURERO

Ito ngayon ang nais
kong talakayin, Malinaw
na hindi sapat ang su-
weldo at. proteksiyon sa

-ating mga basurero, Na-

pakahirap at mapanganib
sa kalusugan ang kanilang,
hanapbuhay © Makikita

natin na hindi sapat ang -

‘mga proteksiyori sa Kapila

tuwing sila ay humahakot -

ng basura, .

Wala sﬂang suot na:.
~guwantes
mla ang mga -mabaho at
maruming basura.: Wala

Kmakamay

silang protekmyon

bibig at 1longupangmasg
la ang mga magaring nas" "

kalalason-na amoy mula
sa basura: Napansin ko na
marami sa-mga. basurero
ay nakatsinelas. at- hindi

- -nakasapatos. Delikado ito. -

Maaaring matibo--sila sa
mga matatalas na bagay
tiula sa basura: -

| Sana ay may mamba-

-batas 1ia- makaisip ng

panukalang . batas - upang

- mabigyan ‘ng sapat- na

proteksiyon ang. ating

-mga  basurero. - :Maliban

sa kasiguraduhang .sahod

-para sa kanila, dapat dy

- mayroon din's sﬂang.karag-

f—

NAKAABANG ang ama at kapatld ng batan
 Upang siya ay. alalayan galing sa pamumulot

dagang beneplsyo para N

kanilang kalusuga
Mabhalaga k tsaang
lungsod o bayap!na may
mahugay na p 'gxama sa
‘pagkolekta ng basura, fto
-ay mapanganib, hind1 la-
mang sa ating kalusugan,

“pati*na fin sa Ating ka-
likasan, Isa sa [malaking
., isyw rito ay ang tinata-
wag na dumpsité$ o kung
saang lugar’ ang! tapunan
‘ng ating mga basura, Sa
Quezon Clty atfibg: ‘pang

humilng kay DEN
-Lopez na- ikonsi era ang
. kanyang pagba

pasara ng Payatas Sani-

tary landfill. Ito wayda— '
ira sa .

programa ng: Quezon City

‘hil maaaring m

sa. kanilang. tinat;
solid waste
system, -

. HurmhmgI
City" ng kaunting - palugit

awag na
gemcnt

'sa pag- -

Quezonu

||to sa \ftas Bridge, Tondo, Manffa
'g kalakal sa maruming ilog.
Kuha i BENJAMIN CUARESMA

oopemie ng pagko]ekta’
basura ay mag-eexpire sa-.

September 2017. Ayoii-sa.
Quezon City, kailangan-nila~

g sapat na panahon upang .

maghanapng ibang fugar ka- -
pag ipinasara na ang Payaias
ng DENR.

Sa akin lang, mahalaga
na hanapan ng kapalit ang,
Payatas. Matagal ng tapu-
nan ng basura ‘yan. Napa- |
kalapit din nito sa La Mesa
Dam kung saan tayo ku-

" mukuha ng tubig inumir,
- Subalit mahalaga rin .na

ating mga basurero,
Binabalewala

" pagtounan ang kapakanasi
! : ;- at sapat na proteksiyon ang i

Lungsod ng Q' ezon"- ay - :

natin -

_ang kanilang hanapbuhay.

Subalit kapag * nawalan

- tayo ng mga basurero, .-

mararamdaman . patin
agad ang- epekto nito.

Hindi kaila sa. atin,-na .

tone-toneladang . basura
" ang ating itinatapon kada :
araw. Kapag ito ay hindi -

kinolekta ng ating mga

basurero, tiyak babaho at -
mas dudumi ang Metro :

Martila. Kaya .

bigyan

- natin sila ng halaga. Big- .
yan natin sila ng sapat na

> sahod at proteksiyon, sa

B kamlang kalusugml
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;People power and polztlcgl will

) eople power mthout the

/]l government’'s political w111

A
¥

.. Consider the recent expen

" ‘ence of Laguna Lake.

Lagunade Bay is our nation’ S
largest inland body of water and
‘the third: largest in Southeast

~Asia. It is 33 times- bigger. than

Manila. Unfil recently, it is where
Justlce reigned supreme,
“In his first State of the Nation

‘.Address {Sona) on July 25, 2016,

: Presu‘lent. -Duterte said:.

plane passes over that lake every
time I go to Davao, I see there is
no, more space for small fisher-

,often results in unpotence K

“The .

ﬂllMMENTAHY

ERNESTO M. ORDON EZ

men.” Saying‘ he wo‘l'.lld_ address

the negative impact of water--

shed destruction, land conver-

sion and pollution, he added:
. “This is what 'm telling you.
- Poor fishermen will- have priori-

“ty inits entltlemen !

On ‘Jan. ‘12, Duterte made

good on his promise, The Laguna

" Lake Development Authorlty re-
qulred rllegal fish pen ‘and ﬁshj

- doyaly
port’

: ommerfﬁéd sngmficant Laguna :
‘Lake governance, changes '

based democratlc people pow-
ered ‘common resource manage-

e

' rmtted ods 134-page Te-
led By Oxfam that rec-

~wrote: Commumty—

‘merit' is possible. only ‘through - -

organized actions of the:stake-
. holders. To rely primarily: on the
. state’bureaucracy to -achieve this
Iob_lectwe w1]l only slow dowu

: the process.”

.+ . Unfortunately, with no polit-
:ical will from .the)govemment

- ‘the people powér ‘Trisec ‘initia- -

:,ft1ve had "almiost ‘o résult. We

 PEOPLE POW

" cage owners to demolish th

But ‘it was. made possﬂ:le oxﬂ;
because of 'the - pohtlcal
demonstrated by Duterte R
. Hlegal- fish. pens. are. finally
bemg dismantled. This w;ll allo.vu
the' lake' to ﬂotmsh ‘once’ agam..;
and -enabley smalk+fishetfolk 0
contiriile th.e1r11\rehhood .
© Qur
have talked- about.stopping ]:.a .
guna : Lake abuses

nothing hashappened untit ﬁ ;
..1‘

sixuctures

The Fisheries Code (Rep bhc
Act No, 8550) states: “Not ov r1o-
- bercent of thie suitable wate ser- _
. vice area of all lakes and i

shall b allotted for aquaculture

‘purposes like fish pens, {fish
- cages and- fish structures.”| For'
" Laguna Lake, this means a maxi- -

mum of g,000 hectares. But’ the
law has. been violated with n:n-
punity. Some 12,316 hectares
occupied by ‘fish pens and fish

cages. The 2,261 illegal fish pen‘ :
. operators are more than double .
the 1,018 legal ones How di thls :

) -

l 2 .5 L3 3l oy

:.;‘

previous presrdent< X

But 3

now, when the administra- B

h ,EI'S:

are‘

1bhappen”

Mel Felix, head of the Assocx- "-

“ation of Laguna Lake Fish Pro"

ducers, provides the . answer1 :

\'.“The lllegal operators usually‘

have ‘connections with mayors :

‘'of lakeshore towns or with LLDA‘ ;
. feld. agents.” This is the kind of .

corruptton Duterte detests. i
.. As early as-March 16, 2012, -

people power- Trisec Laguna;

.Lake Initiative was unéertaken
by eight national-based rural-

people organizations. Four of:
the eight are members 10f :
Alyansa Agrikultura {AA).

3
<

AA Co-Convenor Omii Ro'yan-.i

ER AND POLITICAL WIll“L- :

‘ S5 showed the

oM Bs g

pel‘iuca1 will ‘that

nibt have. .
1 Royandoyan said’ the first
step in winning-socjal justice is

for the oppressed to"organize.

themselves to- formi - people

is" taken. This . is 'why ~tebel
g?oups hke the New Peoples

prev:ous ories did

’_pwer But’ 1f».relevant govern~ ©.an
fent ofﬁc1als do not ‘Support -

Army (NPA) and the Moro Is-

larmc Liberation Front (MILF)-

have resorted to v101ence 1
THe' government s initial re-

d«escalaUng spiral. The.

.Laguna Lake. ., B

- nally being dism4
_sponse té ‘these dlsg'runtlecl ‘.
groups is to counter tHis' vip- -
lence with superior- vxolence "-.
This ]l.lSt results in an unendmg? ‘

L. DTL Contact is agriwatcF

eople power

supported by politlcal will is re-

sulting’in the illeg

cial justice restoré

al:fish pens fi-
ntled; and so-
d.  INQ

AR it

o

The authm‘us Agrlwatch

halr, former Setra-

: tary of PresldnntialPrograms and Projests, -
: _a_nd former Undersecre

ary of tha bidand
_phil@yahoo .COMm. ’

iy el
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PH to support global conservatlonj

of marine resour

THE Pl'uhppmes has af-"-'
fitmed -full legislative.

‘support for the glob

-agenda for the conserva .

‘tm‘n. and- sustainable use

'the oceans, seas and ma-_ :

rm'e resources.

Senate President Aqm—

hn

! ta]':)al‘ and sustamabl‘e';‘ e
opmient. )

: e told fellow pailia- -
: meniarians that the Phil-*"

g;;l(oko" Pimentel JII

:ippine government’scom-

'mitment to the 2030'Agen-
da Sustamable Devec?)
g 3 G4l 14, which fo*
%an the oceans, seas
arine resourdes.
nnentel led the Phil-

‘nual yarliamen hear-
'ing of the Inter-Parliamen-
Union (IPU), the glo-
‘ ballorganization of nation-

‘al .parljaments and daw-
makers that works o es--

"h democracy, peace

.and cooperatlon among‘
-peoples. "Almost 140 ra~"
“‘tional parliaments are

miembers of the IPUL:
tion included Cavite Rep:

"Francw Gerald :Abaya, '

vice chair of the House

_Committee on C].u:nate
# Change. :

The Senate
informed the -

resndent
elegates

“'the Duterte administra-’
tion’s efforts to address
dimate change aritl ocean’

pollution by prohibiting

* theindiscriminate disecard--
of plastic wastes. and by -

closing certain mining
“companies whose toxic
- fecte
ippine delegationtothean- -

have severely af-

and coasts:
- “Wehavea concept in

“the Philippines -called -
‘Ridge to Reef” which we -

use in our disaster pre-

‘paredness planning. -anc
. “Because of what we: -

L Tt S

ces --

+ learned (in this eetmg,)l:

‘5109, which e
hevecanbecome, egame

“thedecliné in thefh

some of the .coun- -
- try’s watersheds, nvers

- Pimen tel

willamend the concept to

.make it ‘Ridge t0 Ocean, '
< and that from n W on-all
¢ The Philippinedelega- -

kinds-of pl ig - in ‘the
Philippines m include:;
‘the oceans,” Rimentel-
- said, e
This year’s topic seeks

to provide parliginentary
“input to the high-level

- oceans confere ce to be

«changer that:

the oceans, and gynergize

" the ‘Gceans’ reld f;eﬁshi;;é
-with. other 2030},

goals- such as :
‘change rmhgahon, sus-;
‘taifable consumg tion and;
produiction pa , hum: |

lgler and food ecuntyﬁ

ealth risks linked to pol-!
iivand . othegiatmful :
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_climate cha

Govf’tneffertsmto address

ange C|ted

rhinistration’s efforts to 1“-

-ocean pollution by prohibiti

'1ppme government 5.CO

ing the annual parliamentary
“hearing of the IPU held in NF

By PIALEE-BRAGO  ~ |"

iimm-u*h—rvrﬂ T e e et s

hlghh hted ‘the Duterte 3d-

dress climate change a
&
the indiscriminate disposal| of
plasti¢ waste and by closing
certam mining companies. |+

‘Senaté President Aquilino
Pimentel IIT told the Iriter-Par-
liamentary Union (IPU), that
protecting the environin nt
is important to ensure human

survival and sustamable e- -
‘provide parliamentary -input:
16 the high-level ocearnis confers’

velopment o
' Pimentel re1terated the P ‘1—"

ment to the 2030 Agenda Stis-

tainable Development Goal 4

.which focuses on ‘the ocea s

York City last Feb. 13 and 1
Theé Philippines affirmed
its full legislative suppor?}or
the global agenda to conse
and sustainably use the ocez

' seas and marine resources as'a
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