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THE Chamber of Mines of the Philippinies, in

statéin_ent yes-

Rodrigo Duterte

Assures : n"ter[e n' terday, stressed that it agrees with Presiderit :

LT g T - that . 'b]_ . . _ '..‘J .' e N :
responsilile mining ::2';estle mivine o vl to pational development and

ocio-economic agenda. |

COMP...

From Page 1

COMP* members are
18O 14001 certified, a seal
of excellence in enviren-
mental management, und
upheld nationwide. We
assure the President that
COMP members in Cara-
ga and nationwide are
committed to rehabilitate
mined out areas to com-
ply with existing mining
laws,” COMP said.

“Areas being ciled by
Gina Lopez are active
mining areas. These al-
ready have comprehen-

sive ming rehabilitation
programs, including
mechanisms for fundingr,
We assure that after uti-
lizing the minerals, thesc
areas will be converted
into lands productive (or
the communities even
long wfier the mines nre
gone,” said COMP chair-
man Arl Disini,

Yewrs before closure,
mining companies set up
a Final Mine Rehabilita-
tion Deecomissioning
Fund deposited in gov-
ernment accredited
banks lo be utilized in
the mine’s rehabilitation
as deicrmined by careful

studics and approved by
the DENR, local govern-
ment units and all the
aflected communities
anil siakeholders.

COMP also remains
conlident its member-
companies will be given
the opportunity to ad-
dress their alleged viola-
tions raised during the
awclit review,

“I'he President and the’

Mining Industry Coordi-
nating Couneil, ¢o-chaired
by Department of Finance
See. Sonny Dominguez 11,
vowed to follow due pro-
cess in the aundit review,”
Disini noted.

er, COMP still '
its demand to |

Howe
reiterates
see the full audit results.

In tl“fe Philippine
Chamber of Commerce ,
and Industry-COMP joint.
stakeholders forum last
Friday, COMP president |
Philip Remualdez also
expressed oplimism for
the minerals industry
under the Duterte ad-
ministration, citing the
President’s adherence to
the rule of law. )

Accorciing to Disini. |
mining firms identified
for closurk or suspension
have yet to receive their |
orders from the DENR. |
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4 Surlgao" sinira n ng mining,
logging, binaha, nilindol...

TUMATANGIS ngayonr ang mamsmayan ng probinsiya

ng Surigao sa sunwd-sunod
nararanasasn. i

Fuwing bumabuhos ang ulan sa kabundukan, binabaha sila ng
putik sa kd])di.l_gan Minsan may mga inaanod pang malalaking
troso na swimisira sa kanilang tahanas,

Ang mga troso ay gawa ng iltegal logpers na sa ilog idinadaan
ang pagpupuslit. Pagkatapos ug 11mldkmg pagbaha, heto naman
ang malakas una lindol. Nawalun ng kuryente at tubig ang
matnamaysn. | \/ldra.mmé, 1mpraslmklum ng gobyemo sa probinsiya
ang nawasuk, pati ang runway ng airport nabakbak at nagputukan
ang semento.

Sa pagbisitu rito ni Pangulony Rody Duterte nung Linggo, nakita
niya sa aireal view ang napakasaniang laguy ng mga bundok na
minimina. Napailing nalang daw ito.

Sabi ng Pangulo, dapat na talagang ipatigil o ipasara lahat ng
mina sa Suriguo. Misme!

Bagama't nasa P70 billion Jaw ang kinikita ng gobyerno sa
mina, kailungan itong isakripisyo para hindi tuluyang mawasak
ang kabundiukan pati ang kapalagan at dagat na nagkulay putik na
sa paligid ng isla. Sa sinasabing marami ung mmawawalan ng trabaho
sa pagpasara ne mga minahan. hindi wtoo yan.

Maraming trabaho ang naghihintay s2 mga minero. Sana'y sila
sa mabibigat na trabaho... maraming trabahador ang kailangan
ngayen sa construction, doon sila ipasok. vas malaki ang kikitain
nila sa constructions kesa pagimimina.

Kaya satuduhan natin si DENR Sce. Gina Lopez, na suportado ng
Presidente, sa kanyang buong tapang na pagbangga samga dambuhalang,
mining companies na protektade o pag-auri ng mga politiko.

Save Suriguo and other parts of Mindanao from mining!

na kalamidad nilang
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Surigao: sinira g mining,
ioggiaﬁag, binaha, nilindol...

TUMATANCIS Dgayon ing mamaiiayan ng probmsnya

ng Surigac sa sunud-sunod na iullamnlad mlang
_mararanasan

. Tiwring b:.mubuhos ang ulan 52 kabundukan, bmabaha sila
g putik sa kapatagan.. Minsan may mga inaanod pang mahlakmg
{froso na sumisira sa kamlang tabanan,

Ang mga lroso ay gawa ng illepal loggers niasailog 1dmadaan
ang pagpupuahl Pagkatapos ng malaking pagbaha, heto naman
ang malakas na lindol. Nawalan ng kuryente at tubig ang
mamamayan. Maraming imprustrakiura ng gobyerno sa
probinsiya ang nawasak, pati ang runway ng airport nabakbak
at nagpuiukan ang semento.

Sa pagbisita rito ni Pangulong Rody Duterte nung Linggo, -

nakita niya sa acrial view ang napakasamang lagay ng mga
bundok na minimina. Napailing nalang daw ito.

Sabi ng Pangulo, dapat natalagany ipatigil o ipasara [ahat ng
mina sa Surigao. Mismo!l

Bagama’t nasa P70 billion daw ang kinikita ng gobyerno sa

mina, kailangan itong isakripisyo para hindi tuluyang mawasak -
ang kabundulan pati ang kapatagan at dagat na nagkulay putik i
na sa paligid ng isla. Sa sinasabing tmarami ang mawawalanng

trabalio sa pagpasara ng mga minahan, hindi totoo yan.

Maraming trabaho ang naghlhmtay sa mga minero. Sana’y |

silasa mabibigat na trabaho... maraming trabahador ang kailangan
ngayon sa construction, doon sila ipasok.-Mas malaki ang
kikitein nila sa constructions kesa pagmimina. -

Kaya saluduhan natin'si DENR Sec. Gina Lopez, na suportado
ng Presidentc, sa kanyang buong tapang na pagbangga sa mga
dambuhalang mining companics na protcktado 0 pag-aari ng
mga poi1t1k0

- Save Surigao and other parts of Mmdanao from mmmg




DENR Sec. Lopez huwag kang bibigay

&NUSUPORTAHANngnmaewsmngn@akuwagongOHA

MISMO, ang matapang nz decision making ni DENR Secretary

| Gina Lopez na isara ang mining operations ng 23 companies

at lima pang kampana este maii kumpanya pala pa ang pina-
sususpendi.

Ayon samga asset ng niga kuwagae ng ORA MISMO, nakara-
ting sa grupo ng Katriby Kalipunanng Katutubong Mamamayan
of the Philippines my Philippines o Katribu ang aksyon ni Lopez

i kaya naman binatikos nito ang balak ng ilang taga - Malacaiiang
\nahuwagipaMpadangdedﬁonnmkhgniGhm.

Sabi ng mga assef ng mga kuwago ng ORA MISMO, ang
bagsasara nang mga mining companies ay mabibigyan ng pag-
asa any madlang people na maayos muli ang mga sinirang lupa
nagmawangxngadanmuhaMngnﬂmngcompame&

Sabingalamana,mgunaangpagwesaksakabundukam

‘Kapos ang kolum ng Chiet Kuwago,” )

Abhangan
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THE Chamber of Mines of the Philippines (COMP)
yesterday assured Président Rodrigo ‘Duterte its
members practice responsible minling and pledged
to fully rehabilitate mined out areas. )

COMP said it agrees with the President that respon-
sible minifig'js vital to national development and the
Duterte 10:Foiff Socio-&conomic agenda. %

COMP 'members are ISO 14001 certified, a scal of
excellence’in environmental management, and upheld
nationwide, The President was assured .that COMP
membersin CARAGA and nationwideare committed to
rehabilitate'mined out areas to comply with existing
mining laws, .

“Areas being cited b

vGina Lopez are active mining
areas. Theséalready have comprehensive mine rehabil-
itation programs, including mechanisms for fundin g
We assure that after utilizing the minerals, these areas
willbe converted intolands productive for the commu-
nities even long after the mines are gone,” said COMP
chairman Art Disini. ) .-

Yearsbefore closure, mining companiesset upaFinal
Mine Rehabilitation Decomissioning Fund deposited in
government accredited banks to be utilizedin the mine's
rehabilitation as determined by careful studies and ap-
proved by the DENR, local governmentunitsand all the
affected communities and stakeholders,

COMP also remains confident its member-compa-
nies willbegiven theopportunity toaddress theiralluged
violations raised during the audit review.

“The Presidentand the Mining Industry Coordinat-
ing Council, co-chaired by Department of Finance Sec-

retary Sonny Dominguez III, vowed to follow due
- process in the audit review,” Disini noted.
However, COMPstill reiterates its demand to see the
full audit results. -
In the Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try-COMP joint stakeholders forum last Friday, COMP
~ president Philip Romualdez also expressed ophmism
for the minerals industry under the Duterte administra-
tion, citing the President’s adherence to the rule of law.
According to Disini, mining firms identified for clo-
sure orsuspension have yet to receive their orders from

DENR.-
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P2-B ni Duterte para raw
sa mawawalan ng trabaho
sa minahan - Andanar

Nilinaw kahapon ng Malacafiang na ang pangakong

F2 bilyon ni Pangulong Redrige Duterte ay para sa

mga mawawalan ng trabaha sakaling ipasara ang mga
minahan sa Surigac del Norte, ayon kay Presidential
Communications Sec. Martin Andanar,

Magugunita na nangako si Pangulong Duterte ng P2
bilyon na tulong ng parsonat itong nagtungo kamakalawa
sa Surigao City upang alamin ang kalagayan ng mga
Biktima ng 6.7 magnitude na lindoi noong Biyernes.

Ipinaliwanag pa ni Andanar, ang nasabing P2 bilyon
na ipinangako ni Duterte ay para sa mga mawawalan ng
lrabaho sa minahan sa sandaling ipasara niya ang mga
ito matapos niyang makita ang sitwasyon ng nakalbong
kabundukan dahil sa minahan habang papunta siya sa
Surigao City.

Wika pa ni Andanar, nagkaroon lamang ng kalituhan
dahil binanggit ito ng Pangulo sa wikang Cebuano ng
harapin niya kamakalawa ang mga bikiima ng lindol sa
Surigao City.

“Hain na man tong usa ganina nga nagpalingkod
naka? Tua ra ol Ayaw og likay-iikay dika... ahhh. Taga-
ngari ka? Ayaw og lingi-lingi, wala'y babayi diha sa likod.
lkaw ba, taga-ngari ka? Gusto mong magtrabaho? Og
jobless ka ngari, uban ta didto sa Malacanang. [audi-
ence laughs). Lingaw-lingaw og sekretarya. Kana bitaw
nga.., tabi ra wala'y binuang. Kadaut ninyo, ayaw pud og
seryoso kaayo diha pero kanang... Naa Buhiang kuwarta
gamay. So sultihan gyud nako tong mga nawad-an 0g
panginabuhi, Kuwan ra to gamay. Mga two billion, tama
na siguro. 'Di ninyo na mahuro ‘no {[audience applause].
Na hala paliti paiang sila og subdivision og house and lot

- najang.[where is the one that offers me the seat? There
you are! Do not avoid me... were you fram here? Do not
tum your face, there's no woman behind you! You thera!
Were you from hera? If you are jobless here, come with
me in Malacafiang. We will play with a secretfary. That's
it..., feolishness aside. That's the problem with you, you
tend to be too serious but that | have released a small
amount of money. So [ will tell you, those who have lost
their livelihood, If's only small. About two billion, I think
that's enough. You wori't be able fo spend it Go on, just
bty them a subdivision or a house and lot maybel," wika
& ng Pangulo sa kanyang mensahe ng magtungo sa
Suwrigao City kamakalawa.

Nagbanta pa ang Panguio na ipapasara niya ang
mga minahan sa Surigao dal Norte na patuloy-na su-
inisira sa kalikasan. (Rudy Andal)
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Palace:
P28
for mine
workers
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P2B aid for mining

- By Efren
- Montano

MALACANANG yester-
day clarified that the P2
billion aid President Ro-
drigo Duterte mentioned
in a speech during his
visit in Surigac City on
Sunday was meant for
mining workers who will
be affected by closures
and suspensions of

mines.

haradiointerview, Pres-
idential Communications
Secretary Martin Andanar
said he already discussed
Duterte’s statément with
Special Assistantto the Pres-
identSecretary Christopher
“Bong” Go.

“Iwauld like to clarify
thal the Présidentwassay-
ing that.in the context of
the mining. Sabiniya kung
isasara iyong mining,
mawawalan ng trabaho
iyong tao. Okay. Kung
mawawalan ng’ trabaho
iyong tao eh magbibigay

siya,"he said. "

Andanaralsosaidihat
in a cluster megting with
Duterte, the chief execu
tive only reiterated the P1
billion he gave to the De-
Fartment of Social Wel-
are and Development
(DSWD). He also quoted
the President as saying

thatanotherP1 billion will -

be releasid for further as-
sistance.

“Sabi ni Bong, "Wala
naman akong narinig na
ganoon. Merong binang-
git si Presidente doon sa
meeting, doon sa cluster
sa baba, pagdating mis-
mo namin nag-meeting
kaagad.Sabiniya,’Merong
Pl billion akong binigay
kay DSWD para sa mga
gamot, Anoﬂserl’l billion
para sa kailangan pa ng
iba—lpang tulong,” he said.

t was not clear, how-
ever, if the funds that will
be used for the relief of-
forts in Surigao-del Norte
willbe taken fromthe total
P2billion given by Duterte

* to'the DSWD,

workers — Palace|

A Tyong P2 billion, ang
sinabi, Trong P2billion okay
naba? Ttoiyong binanggd
ninesidente,whenhuwas
talking in the context of
ining problem, na kapag
naisara ito mangangailan-
ganngtrabahoiyong tao,”
Andanar explained, refer-
ring to thespeech macle by
Duterte durinz his visit to
Surigao City. ‘
During the same
speeth, Duterte said that
hecouldnotstop Environ-
ment Secretary Gina Lo-
pezfromorderingsuspen-
sion‘and closure 0f 28 min-
ing firms. He said this af-
teranaerialinspection that
showed thedestruction left
by some mining contpa-
nies in Surigae. | -
. “Iyon ang pagka-
kaj.ntlindi ko.Kasiiyonang
pinag-uusapan ng Presi-
dente, he was talking

- about themining problem
all throughout, tapos in-

insertniya iyong 2billion,”
Andanar added.
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PALACE CLARIFICATION

P2 AID FOR DISPLAGED MINERS, NOT UIIAI(E SlllWWl]HS

By Marlon Ramos
'@MRamosINQ

Malacafang on Monday clari-
fied that the P2 billion in finan-
cial assistance that President
Duterte promised to relcase
was intended for people who
would be affected by the clo-
sure of 23 mines and the sus-
pension of five others and not
for the earthquake survivors in
Surigao del Norte province.
Presidential Communica-
tions Secretary Martin Andanar
made the clarlflcatmn a day 'lf-

ter Mr, Duterte spoke to the vic-
tims of the 6.7-magnitude
earthquake that hit Surigao City
late on Friday.

“The President was saying
thatin the context of the mining
[controversy],” Andanar said in
aradio interview.

“He said if the mining {(com-
panies) would be closed down,
many people would lose their
jobs. If the people would be left
unemployed, then he would give
something."Andanaradded. :

It was not clear, however, if

,the P2 bllhon aid would be aIIo-:

cated only for re51dents of Sungao
del Norte, whith has several min-
ing sites, or or all miners who
would be affected by Enviran-
ment Secretary Gina Lopez's -
der to shut down 23 mining com-
panies and su;%:nd five others.
The President, who spoke in
Cebuano, speI t much of his zo-
minute spee%lh discussing the
effects of mihing than talking
about the government's re-
sponse to the guake, which
damiaged public infrastructyre

.and!pnvate es tabhshments and
’homes~ ]NQ ',. e

I"IVI'Q ‘.s.‘.F ‘."i( [
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#MINDANAO

Tough times
for Mindanao’s
drug pushers and |
carthquake victims,
and more on mining

By JOHN TRIA before the political positioning of cer-
tain groups, superstitious beliefs or
ik the fear of making tough decisions.
Mining issues won't just go away. This leadership's strength to
To its credit, however, the current squarely face mining issu‘es} is re-
government has chosen to veer away freshing, compared with the kid
from the oft repeated tendency to gloves of its predecessor that did
leave mining to politics by reactiviat- flittle to confront the often draamatic
ing the Mining Industry Coordinating impasses that leave opposing sides
Couneil (MICC), a body to coordinata emotionally scarred and poli;tically
the resolution of concerns surround.- hardened- playing into local political
ing mining. wrangling that practically permit--
‘With this, the government has ted the continuous growth of illegal
| taken the initiative to build resolu- mines, and kept badly run ones un-
tions based on more rational studies touched. -
of issues surrounding specific mining After 6 years of practical inaction
projects. The dialogue and-techni. in the 22 years since the 1995 ining
cal verification that we hope takes acl, we now need to move forward
place in the MICC and the bhodies Lo studying the current mines, and deal-
which further study is delegated will  ing with the illegal ones, either by
hopefully be productive means of helping them comply with regulations
settling the often emotionally spiced or banning them entirely to prevent
conflicts, the unnecessary poisoning of many
[ That said, if certain mines need rivers from, and the needless death
‘ to be closed, then it should be the of artisanal miners in tunnels from
ouicome of reasoned study that puts mining accidents. _
the people’s welfare and benefit, en- For now, expect more beople to
vironmental sustainability, and the 1ow monitor mining in their areas,
nation’s interest over the minerals read up on the Mineral Production

Sharing Agreements and Environ-

m— mental Compliance Certifictates
(ECCs) and their attendant condi-
tions, to understand the law and
check how it is applied. After all, the
DENR website ought to contaih all
these. ‘

Iiis time that many in the indus-
try, the regulators, and the publie,
mature in its view of mining. As‘I’ve
wrilten before, thousands of rural
poor obtain their livelihood from @in—
ing, and that If we don't gel proper
mines to utilize these god-giveq re-
sources, illegal miners will, creating
a bigger problem.

ok
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DO.green jobs magically grow at her slightest wish or sheer will?

Is the economic landscape so rich or fertile that a single seed of

. goveg'nment initiative could generate millions of jobs in so shortja
time? : ' :

And we are talking here of empléyment in the so-called green -
economy—environmental conservation or ecological preservatiog't.

Currently, work opportunities in this seétor of the economy are
few and far between. . . o o .

- Theissue; therefore, that must be addresséd is: Howfast can these -
green jobs be made available for those who would be displaced by
the closure of mining companies? | . i

Thus, Surigao del Norte Rep. Robert Ace Barbers challenged .
Environment Sec, Gina Lopez to start developing her "green econ- .
omy" first as he welcomed the Duterte administration's décision to
put on hold the closure and suspension orders on 28 mines purport-
edly to give way to due process. ' o .

Barbers, whose constituents are affected by the closure and
suspension order, urged Lopez to first put up and develop her “green
economy”" and show that it can be done toemploy mining workers
under responsible mining. KA T

"Put up your ‘green economy' first, develop it and emiploy these
people, then you can tell the mining companies to stop,” thie Ming-
anao lawmaker said. ST e T

At the same time, Barbers lauded Presidént Duterte and his
Cabinet for collectively deciding to observe the right to due process
of the affected mining firms. : e .

"We welcome the move of the President and his men because this
will provide due process and justice,” Barbers stressed; explaining
that tens of thousands of workers are expected to be affected should
the DENR implement the order to close 23 mining firms and suspend
five others without giving them the opportunity to respond.

The lawmaker acknowledged the legitimate grievances of the
affected sector, explaining the order would bring more harm than
good because mining has been very important to the economy.

He also joined House Deputy Minority Leader and Buhay Partylist
Rep.Lito Atienza,a former DENR secretary, in calling for Lopez tomake
a full public disclosure of the audit report against the mining firms. |

"This is a very serious matter, the immediate full public disclosure
of the report will provide answers to our basic questions and for tlre
sake of transparency and accountability," Barbers said.

Earlier, Barbers assailed Lopex for her decision, exp!ai.nin§ the
audit results were purportedly made secret and many of the firms
affected by the ruling arc legifimiate and responsible in their opera-
tions. . :

He said Lopez could have been misled by one of her alleged
consultants, former DENR Undersecretary and Mines and Geo-
sciences Bureau chief Leo Jasareno, who headed the audit team but
was later on sacked by President Duterte. .

According to Barbers, the so-called environmental violations} if
true, could be the result of years of alleged neglect or tolerance of
former Environment Secretary Ramon Paje and the Jasareno-led
MGB. '

The lawmaker said there was no alleged transparency in the audit
of mining, firms and Lopez was “apparently -fed highly-technical
information that only Jasareno etal could understand and interpret.”

|
I
|
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Confirmation
f Gina opposed

Inyironment Secretary Gina Lopez's con-
firmation won't be a breeze after

re.scale miners filed their opposition in

Commission on Appointments in
test against her order shutting down 23

mines and suspending five others. The
Chhmber of Mines of the Philippines ar-

gu
thg
s¢

hei that it was President Duterte who had

final say on the matter, not the
retary. —STORY 8Y "ONNEL W, DOMINGO

A
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result, ~NINO JESUS ORBETA

By Jaymee T, Gamil

UNCERTAIN FUTURE Geology and Metallurgy students f;
Department of Environment and Natural Resources office
protest the closure of 23 mines. They say their future as mir

£

and Filipino families.”

rom various schools picket at the
n Visayas Averue, Quezon City, to
ing professionals is uncertainasa

¥

mining in watersheds.”

LOPEZ FAGES OFF WITH PHD-MINING STUDENTS

@jaymeegamilINQ

Supporters of responsible min-
ing and miners confronted Envi-
ronment Secretary Gina Lopez
on Monday and demanded the
release of an.audit on which she
based her decision to close down
23 mines and suspend the opera-
tions of five others.

In a staternent read as the
protesters,. mostly students,
waited for Lopez at the Depart- -
ment of Environment and Nat-

ural Resources (DENR) central
office, the University of the
Philippines Mining Engineering
Society said: “For as long as the
transparency of the mining au-
dit remains inaccessible, as fu-
ture engineers, we shall keep
invoking our right to access de-
tailed information regarding
the mining audit in order for us
to know what needs to be im-
proved in-the industry and to
aid in the advancement of the
profession toward environ-
mental protection so as to avoid
the suspension of more mining
companies;"*éoﬁf;’i-;dipisipg jobs

_policy “that there should be no

When Lopez arrived to face
the protesters, a student asked
her: “Where's the evidence| re-
lated to massive corrosion and
landslides in watersheds |for
each particular mine? Unles we
see the detailed mining audit,
how can we know for sure that
your assessments are valid?’

Lopez stood her ground, say-
ing they “have followed the law
in every single step. And|we
have the documents to prove it.”

“I didn’t want to give it {the

. |
audic results) before because
their {the committee’s) penal-
ties were fines, but I didn't
agree with them on the penal-
ties,” she said.

The review committee’s
recommendations. were up-

loaded to the DENR's website'

on Thursday.

Asked why she did not fol-
low the review committee’s
recommendations and instead
proceeded to order closures
and suspensions, Lopez said
she had the prerogative Lto
make decisions based on her

“If there’s a violdtion, the
Cabinet secretary is within fill
rights to make a decision,” she
said.

“The study of rhe MGB
(Mining and Geosciences Bu-
reau) agreed that there are vio-
lations. Where we didn’t agree
were the penalties. They just
wanted to fine. But when you
fine, the money doesn't go to
the people. It goes to the na-
tional treasury. What kind of
penalty ‘s that? Because I saw

there were violations in water-
shed, [ wanted them closed. Be-
cause you really cannot and
must not do mining in water-
sheds,” she said.

Another student pressed
Lopez for a definition of “wa-
tershed.”

Lopez responded by show-
ing slides of the mines she had
ordered closed because these
were located in watersheds:

lopex also told “the
protesters that as of 2015, only
two mining companies had
placed money in’ a legally re-
quired rehabilitation fund:’ INQ
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Mining firms block
Lopez appointment

By LOUISE .
MAUREEN SIMEON

The mining industry
has filed an opposition to
the confirmation of Envi-
ronment Secretary Gina
Lopez due to her alleged
bias against large-scale
players,

“Lopez’s recent actions
and pronouncements as
DENR secretary show an
undeniable bias against
and antagonism towards

large-scale mining, ren-
dering her unfit and in-
capable of a responsible,
faiy, just and balanced im-
plementation of the Con-
stitution, the Philippine
Mining Act and related
laws and regulations, and
of upholding personal
interest and advocacies
over public interest,” the
Chamber of Mines of the
Philippines (COMP} said
in a resolution filed with

Turn to Page 8

Mining From Page 1

the Commission on Appointments (CA).

Lopez has failed to get the nod of the
CA and has just been re-appointed by
President Duterte. COMP chairman Ar-
temio Disini, legal and policy vice presi-
dent Ronald Recidoro and executive vice
president Nelia Halcon led the filing of
the appeal.

One of the peints raised by the Cham-
ber against Lopez was her non-trans-
mittal of final audit results on which she
based her dosure order on 23 mines and
the suspension of five others.

“I am expecting that. Especially after
the issuance of the closurc order, that is
to be expected,” Lopez said, reacting to
COMP’s opposing her appointment.

“The companies concerned were
never accorded due process. The compa-
nies concerned were vilificd on national
television without any prior notice of
suspension or closure, nor the requisite
show-cause letter,” COMP said.

“Lopez’s actions have been unfair
and violative of due process and caused
damage to the 28 named companies,
their contractor-partners, their financial
lender and investors and the capital mar-
kets here and abroad,” it added.

The COMP also pointed to Lopez's
vchement opposition to the Tampakan
project covered by Financial and [Techni-
cal Assistance Agreement (FTAA) with
the government.

Furthermore, industry players said
the environment chief does not have ad-
ministrative competence to lead and that
therc is conflict of interest in her appoint-
ment, considering her family’s involve-
ment in the energy sector. '

.The Chamber also slammed Lapez for
depending .on former Mines and Geo-
sclences Bureau (MGB) director lleo Jas-
areno, who has been removed from office
by the President.

“Jasareno has been holding on to his
space in DENR, without any official posi-
tion other than consultant, and has prov-
en Lo be a very loyal and dependable ally
io Lopez. He was present during the Feb.
2 press conference, where MGB officials
had bueen prevented entry for not being
invited,” it added. L

Moreover, stakeholders claimed that
Lopex has a poor track record for lead-
ing and managing environmental and
ecotourism projects, citing her alleged
tendency to ignore procedural rules and
disregard regulations on the handling
and custody of public funds.

— With Rhodina Villanueva

I
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, ing her decision to issue closure and

COMP opposes Gina Lopez S

CA confirmation as DENR chief

. By MADELAINE B. mmn.on

"4 ome of the country's blggest
e, [Miners stepped up efforts to

% block the reappointment and
Poume® Gina Lopez as the Secretary
of the Department of Environment of
Natural Resources (DENR), follow-

suspension orders to 28 mines as the
result of her nationwide audit on the
mining sector.

Chamber of Mines of the Philippines
(COMP) just formalized its appeal to
contest Lopez' reappointment, filing on
Monday a two-page opposition paper
to the Commission on Appointments
(CA).

COMP ultimately based its ap-
peal on Lopez’s recent actions and
pronouncements as DENR Secretary,
which, according fo them, "show an un-
deniable bias against and antagonism
towards large-scale mining, réndering
her unfit and incapable of a responsible,
fair, just and balanced implementation
of the Constitution, the Philippine Min-
ing Act and related laws and regulations, and of

upholding personal interest and advocacies over
public interest.”

" "In the pursuit of her agenda to discredit and
marginalize the mining industry, Lopez has shortcut
legal and administrative processes, disregarded
‘vested rights, and even ignored the sanctity of con-
tracts between the government and its Mining Con-

GINA LOPEZ

tractors,” the organization told CA.
""Lopez is grossly unfit and does not

have the administrative experience

and competence to lead the DENR,"

it further saud adding that the DENR
chief shortcufs legal and administrative
processes to' disregard vested rights
and sanctity of contracts.

Lopez is one of the cabinet secre-
taries that were not yet confirmed by
the CA.

After the|news that Lopez's reap-
pointment has been bypassed by the
CA came oult in November last year,
President Rodrigo Duterte was quoted
saying: "I do|not think she would ever
get the conﬁ;matlon

"But Gina, in the meantime, let us
just concede[ good faith in her. I hope
she would listen to Jacinto," Duterte
earlier said. Jacinto serves as DENR
undersecy etary and concurrent Mines
and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) Mario
Luis Jacinto

Afew days after that, Lopez cleared
the issue on her reappointment and said
she is still the Secretary of the DENR
and that her, fight against destructive
mining operations in the country will
continue.

CEERTR
ATIVE SRR iy
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PROTEST ACTION. wWorkers an: families benefi

ting traq: the Zambales and Beng

R
\
B\
§

uet mines hit their small

gongs while others perform a native ritual dance ax t1e clate of the DENR in Quezon City on Mo:nday in a pro-
test action while nearby geology and metallurgy stulents from different schools (inset) also gather as well to
protest the penalties of 28 mining firms. Manny Palmero

Students, workers bizast mining

By Rio N. Araja and Anna
Laah E. Gonzales

PLACARD-BEARING students
from the University of the Philip-
pines wooped to the Department
of Environment and Natural Re-
sources in Quezon City Monday
10 seck ull disclosure ot its min-

ing audit that led 1o e closure
and suspension of ¥ big mining
companies.

The studviis. monbers of the
UP Mining Vingineering Society
(UP Miners) cailed on Boviron-
ment Secretury Ciinn opez to lift
her order to shut desn 23 mining
companies wx! suspend five oth-

ers, saying this \Lould mean un-

employment fbanew graduates
of mining engingering, geology.

metallurgical engineering and
other affected ﬁelkds.
“We, the University of the

Philippines Mining Engineering

our stance and
Next page

Society, reiterate
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Students,...

From Al

advocacies tow:rd responsiblc
mining and cail ior transparen-
cy in the process of the mining
audtt done by the Department
of Environment and Natural
Resources,” the group said in a
statement.

“Yor as long as the trans-
parency of the mining audit
remains  inaccessible, as fu-
ture engineers, we shall keep
invoking our right io access
detailed inforration regarding
the said minn g audit in order
for us to knew what needs 1o
be improved in the industry
and to aid in e advancement
of the professi # lowards eny i-
roiprsaatzl protcelion soas o
avoul the su-nension of more
mining companics compromis-
ing jobs and Filipino families.”

Krist Jan Separa, a gradual-
ing UP min.nyg student, said
DENR’s closure and suspen-
sion orders ¢« uld mean the loss
of employm:nt opportunitics
for future miaers.

-“As studerts of the Univer-
sity-of the Philippines, we up-
hald honor, cxecllence, and the
values of reapnnsnb‘le mining.
We thus chailenge the govern-
ment to do the same,” UP Min-
ers said.

The UP s udents challenged
the credibility of the agency’
audii, led by Undersecretary
Leo lJasareno, former Mines
and Geosciences Bureau di-
rector, noting that even mine
sites with an internatjonal ISO-
14001 ceriification acquircd
afier over alinost a year of au-
dit did not pass with the DENR
audit tean, which included
non-experts and anti-mining
advocates,

Some students from the Ad-
amson University, and mem-
bers of the Coalition of Mine
Workers, Lepunto Consoli-

dated Mining Co. and Benguet
Corp. joined the rally.

Danilo Calimlim, 63, a mit
ing worker for Benguet Corp.
and president of the Mire
Workers League, said he can-
not stand to see fellow mincTs
suffer social injustice.

“We are supervised by min-
ing engineers in our operations.
We are bona fide residents nc\:£r

the mine sites. Why would

allow irresponsible mining?
The mining audit team Lopéz
tasked to audit was composei:d
of anti-mining advocates. She
shovid allow us to be repre-
sented to strike a baiancc e
said.

About P10.1 billion in taxes
was generated from the mining
industry in 2015.

The mining operations or-
dered closed down or sus-
pended account for 46 percent
or P4.6 billion of these tax rev-
enues, according to the Cham:
ber of Mines of the Philippiniss

“The chamber said Monday
it would file its opposxt on
against Lopez’s appointment
as Environment secretary.

The group said its opposiu}on
to her confirmation is based
on her recent actions and pro-
nouncements, which showed
“undeniable bias against and
antagonism  towards large-
scale mining, rendering her
unfit and incapable of a jre-
sponsible, fair, just and bal-
anced implementation of |the
Constitution, the Philippine
Mining Act and related ]zjlws
and regulations, and of uphold-

ing personal interest and advo- -

cacies over public interest.”
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Big miners oppose
Gina conflrmatlon

By Ronnel W. Domingo
@ronwdomingoINQ

Large-scale miners on Monday
moved to bleck the confirma-
tion of the appointment of En-
vironment  Secretary  Gina
Lopez, who had ordered the clo-
sure of 23 mines and the sus-
pension of five others.

Insisting she had the powoer
to close the mines, Lopez last
week said the interagency Min-
ing Industry Coordinating Coun-
cil (MICC) could only make rec-
omrmendations and that it was
she who made the decisions.

Officials of the Chamber of

Mines of the Philippines (COMP)
said they were fully aware of the
MICC’s nature, but that it was
President Duterte who had the
final say and not Lopez,

The Commission on Ap-
pointments confirmed receiv-
ing a copy of COMP’s opposi-
tion to Senate reporters.

Last’” week, COMP chair
Artemio Dlsun told the Inquirer
there were! several ways 1o

counter Lopez's orders,

Disini said the mining firms
could go to court or appeal to
the President, “But there is also
the Commission on Appoint-
ments,” he suid. .

The COMP refers to Lopez
as “secretary-designate” in-
stead of simply "secretary.”

Also on Monday, the COMP
said its members—particularly
those operating in the Caraga re-
gion—were committed to reha-
bilitate mined-our areas to comn-
ply with existing mining laws.

Nonrehabilitation of mine
sites is one of the violations that
Lopez has been citing to explain
her decision to close or suspend
mines.

“[The] arcas being cited by
Gina Lopex are active mining
areas. These [cannot yet be re-
habilitated but] already have
comprehensive mine rehabilita-

tion programs, including mech-

anisms for funding,” Disini said.
"We [give assurance] that af-

ter [extracting] the mlnerals.

these areas will be converted in-

-
- -

to lands productwe for the com-
munities even|long after the
mines are gone " Disini added.
He explamed that years be-
fore the end df a mine’s life,
companies seét up a final mine
rehabilitation |decommission-
ing fund deposited in govern-
ment-accredited banks' “to be
used in the mmes rehabilita-
tion as determined by carefu.
studies and aﬁproved by the
DENR (Department of Environ-
ment and Natdral Resources),
local government units and the
all the affe_cte.d communitie:
and stakeholders."”
Disini reicerated that the
mining compat ies identified
for closure or suspension had
yet to receive their orders from
the DENR, d?spite Lopez’s
statement that she would sigr
the papers and have these sent
to the concerned companies.
The COMP has also invoked
freedom of information, asking

. l:he DENR to provide the compa-

- nies wlth fullaud tresults and not
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firmation of DLp'utment of Envi-

oy :
éhau'mau Ai't mio i DlSlnl, Execu-

ronment and Natural Resources
(DENR) Secretary-designate Regi-
na Paz L. Lopez before the Commis-
sion orsAppointments. -+ 5 ¢

In a pogition paper sent to report-
fI8 Icm Monday — filed by COMP

ot

By Janina C. Lim Reporter

THL‘ Chamtber of Mines of the
Philippines (CoMP) said it hopes

AT ITI

tive Vice-President Nelia T. Halcon,
Vice-President for the Legal and Pol-
icy division, Ronald S. Recidoro, the
signatories de§1gnated by the CoMP
board — the officials said that Ms. Lo-
pez’s “recent actions and pronouce-

to preseht itd babeligainstithe cop.

M | t
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LY 1'-3i—'.i'5 o mel of iy %«;!,. 4

o n]l;r;ts ay, DENB
undemabie bids ngalﬁst‘unc]ranlax,ma
hism towards large-scale mining.

silehipdsitions; the paperadded,

sping Mining Act of199
In a text mcssage
Ml Disini confirmed the paper

“incapable of Yellpolisible,

and balanced” 1mp1ement'umn of vironmentand ‘Nathral REsources.
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T Camtiet O Mines of the Phlhp]_)mu. CUMP also remains.contident its mem-
I (COMP) has filed a petition against the bercompanies. will be given the oppor-

TR LTI :.unn‘.n‘miaunnuntRkyp.l 1. QILTES, qf‘-lemf} of tunity to address their .|11c:.,ec violations
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dedoaind ik CHCOME lc)fflu.lh,Alluiluu D;sml (Lhdn— i :p11tﬂli::nt‘()ti‘h]a[pqc ?«.(F, t\pnn 'P(){nm u-ll

man); Nelia Halcon (U AR ice ‘u’“;{{ Be Ulsl”! (JllC process ' the

. B ‘i-:':-z‘glqq%),t&::(i!gg::l;:lﬁl]:;(:éﬁg((;gr(:og ::l: 7 Meanwhile Pn_suicnt Dllt(_ e said he

LRIV IRt f])i)lh‘tmmlt‘; (GA) that “Lopez’ recent ¢ would diogstind in the way L pL,L‘"\L[(.Ll-

actions and pronouncements as DENR sion to close several mines iy Mindandd

sccretary show an undeuiable bias against after he saw the damage they T“d donc to

and antagonism towards large-scale min- lh‘l:)cnv‘r:)t?f“cgt'l conter from Butu:
ing, rendering her unfit and incapable uterte flew by helicopter from Butuan Lo

A g o .
of & responsible, fair, just and balahced ?““F‘mcm 0’“‘“““13’1"0 ‘“‘llpf'ﬁ‘“tﬁ h'lt by
implementation of the Constitution, the 4 .-}‘{'ég OW&(S{M carthquake that killed six
Philippine Mining Act and related faws ang” ke ROsuctire.

i : fplap
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e hiy,  terestand adveeacies over public interest TP f\h]w RGRTIsLVEn dre: i\mt ket “dj urigio de
e ‘-Qor."[.c; m)g_muo; sc‘von i hearby Dinagat

“In the purs u’)t her agenda to diseredit !
o and mdq.,umkci/lﬂa'q mining industry, L()]u/ !
Mot o Hhas shorteut tegal and administrative piger,

lhu‘n pr()dt{(_mg, nickel.
FiA) Noru_) EOVernor

esses, disregarded vesied rights, and even s ot &ﬂn-‘m—"!’{(m‘l closcs
ionored the sanctity of contracts berween lewh mum‘{g? L-bn&pdn:f.s‘ Driterte said in
the government and its mining contrac- “‘_!?EU’I?'TH} g uu‘ﬁ’ WD

tors,” the COMP said in « document (iled Phéreis Boithind That t canldo because
with the CA. when 1 passed by the arca, | really saw..

The group also said “Lopez is grossly Surigao Ciry is the most-mined city...'Thcy
wnfit and docs not have the administrative Wi ever be able to restore nature to what
experience and competence to lead the it was %,)ei'm'e. S0l }'t::llly will shut them all
DENR” and “has a poor track record in down,” Duterte suid. .
leading and managing ghiremmentl ... _Mines ordered for closure ‘Td"‘?@ those
cco-ourism projects. g Qd YEON run by Hm:lt_uuﬂ Mining Corp,[a unit of top

Last November, the ‘gl\;,m""“d Loper \-da’ rlippine nickel ore producer Nicke! Asia

\
appointment. She was iien reappointed aty , and BenguetCorp Nickel Mines Inc.
as DENR sceretary by Presidpst plitentc, - l"p"‘ also suspended five others.

The CA website said d f CEERGRTON J‘Thg stai. ‘Tl]t_ Phitippines has been the world's top
ad interim appointmeritf-topez-which “uprilier of nickel ore since 2014, when Indo-
was set tomorrow for February 15 was Tesia banned exports of unproces scd minerils.
moved to March 1 Lopez said the mines ordered closed

In a separate statement, COMP suid it have caused siltation of coastal waters and
agrees with President Duierte’s pronounde- dC:i)ll’llCUO,ljl _Of W‘“‘?"S‘h‘fds- . -
ment that sesponsibie mining s vital 1o DUterte’s support of Lopez’s latest action
national development s w ollas to hisagnun.  Susgests miners may be forced to go to
istration’s 10 point sociocconomic agenda,  COUrS toovertum her ruling, Jwith Reuters

“Areas being cited by Gina Loper are
active mining arcas. ‘These alreacdy have
comprehiensive mine rehabilitation pro-
grams including mechanisms for funding,
We assure that after utilizing the mincrals,
these areas will be converted into fands
productive for the communities even long
after the mines are gone,” Disini said.
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Palace: P2-B aid for IIIIIIE
worketrs, not quake reliet

The P2 billion assistance pack-
age pledged by President Duterte
in Surigao City is intended for the
communities that may be affected

by the closure of irresponsible min- -
ing operations, not for the rehabili-

tation of places hit by the magni-
tude-6.7 earthquake last Friday,
Malacafiang clarified yesterday.

"1 would like to clarify that. The
President was saying that In the
context of the mining,” Presidential
Communications Secretary Martin
Andanar said in a radio interview.

Andanar explained the President
offered the financial package for
fivelihood programs in the event
mining operations are shut down
and people lose their jobs.

In his visit last Sunday to Surigao
City that was hit by the earthquake,
the President promised to extend
financial assistance for livelihood

programs. He aiso assured the res-
idents that housing and medicine
assistance would aiso be provided
for them.

*T will release mcney for you SO
prioritize those who tost their lives
and source of living. TH release
a little. Is two billion enough for
you?” Duterte said in a local dia-
lect. “You won't really be able to
spend all that, will you? Why don't
we just buy them ali a subdivision
and house and lot,” the President
added.

_Media agencies reported the
President’s P2-billion financial as-
sistance would go to relief and
rehabilitation efforts in Surigao del

Norte.

Andanar said he conferred with
Duterte’s special assistant Chris-
toper Go to “decipher” the Presi-
dent’s financial pledge in Surigac.

“Sabi ni Bong Lala naman akong

narinig na ganoon,” he sald.
Instead, Goltold Andanar that

the President ajlotted P1 billion for

“the Departmeqt of Soclal Welfare
- and Development's free medicing.

program and another P1 billior: for
other needs durlng a meeting.

“Yung P2 bulllon ang sinabi,
‘Ttong P2 b|1||on okay na ba? Ito
iyong binangglt ni Presidente,
when he was talking in the context
of mining problem, na pag naisara
ito manganga}langan ng trabaho
iyong tao,” Andanar said.

In the same speech last Sun-
day, the Prespent warned the ir-
responsible mining companies 10
clean up their mess or risk closure.
He promised jto provide alterna-
tive livelihood, for people affected
by the mine closure. (Genalyn D.
Kabkiling)
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Palace: Rody's P2-B pledge for
victims intended for displaced

By Ted Tuvera

It looks like President Duterte
commitled a blunder in his promise
Lo earthquake victiin: in Surigao
City on Sunday, Communications
Secretary Martin Anda ar clarvified
yesterday.

In an interview over dzRII
radio, Andanar sai-l that the

" President’s P2-billion voorth pledge

to the victims and sur+ ivors of the
6.7 magnitude earthe uake is not
exactly for them, but is instead
intended for displaced mining
workers affected by Environmenl.

" Seeretary Gina Lopez's closure

~

urdoer,
“The President was saying that.

* in the context of the mining. Sedi

riyga kaeng isasara tyong mining,
nutwemwalon ng trabalo iyong lao.
Okay. Kung mawawalan ny
trabaho dyong tuo oh magbibigay
stya, “ito pare pakilagbuli 12
billion. Okay na ba sa inyo yan?™
Andanar said, addiig thal he
himself had a hard time
undersianding what Duterte moeat
by his statement.

Andanar added ihat he had to
consull to Presidential Special
Assistant Christophier “Bong Go”
as to whom did the President made
the promise.

In his speech on Sunday in
Surigao City, the President said in
the Cebuano dialect: “So sultihan
gyud nako tong nya nowed-an og
panginaluli. Kinvan ra to gamay.
Mg P2 billion, lama na siguro,
‘Di ninggo ne maknro 'no. Ne halo
puliti ng lang sile. og subdivision
og kouse and Iot na lang” which,
in the official English transeription
made by the Presidential
Communications Office-New and
Information Burean, means: “[ have
released a sniall amount of money.
So I will tell you, thuse who have
lost their livelikood, il’s only small,
About P2 billion, 1 think that’s
enough. You won’t be able to spend
it! Go on, just buy them a
subdivision or a house and lot
maybe.”

Meanwhile, alter surveying
quake-hit Surigao, Dulerte said that
he backs Lopez’s move to shutdown
mining operations in the region.

| guake
miners

“I saw the mining operations
from air. I'want them to restore
the original form of the mining
sites. Surigao ijs the most mined
province in the country,” the
President said. |

“I have told (Surigao del Noric)

'govemor (8ol Mat‘[ugas) thatif (Lopez)

orders the closuﬂ-e of a mine, I won't
do anything,” Duterte added. ,

Netably, Lopez’s closure ordur
of 23 mining operations throughe ul
the country was heavily criticized
by a lawmaker from the magnitude
6.7 quake-hit region, Surigao del Sur

- Rep. Prosperous Pichay.

Moreover, Duterte condoled
with the families of the casualties
of the earthquake, promising the.
survivors immediate relief
operations! .

“We are still lucky that. the quake
is not as{strong as whai has
happened 'in other places. It il
reached (magnitude) 7, it could have
been worse,” DlTlterte said, urging
the survivors to c‘ount their blessings
and quoting' scriptures saying: “there
is time for happiness, there is Lime
for sadness.” ’ '

PR
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Lopez should
engage
miners

Candor should have prevented the huge commotion

brought about by the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources’ (DENR) decision to suspend
or shut 28 mining operations.

The companies covered by the DENR order are among
| the biggesl operating in the country.

A compromise was somewhat reached only after
practically the whole economic cluster of the Cabinet

held a meeting to discuss the unyielding position of Lopez
| on tle mining operations.

The abrupt order of Lopez was also assailed by stock
market officials as being irresponsible as it resulted in
mining stocks prices to nosedive while disturbing the global
metals market as prices of nickel shot up since most of
those affected are nickel producers.

The country is one of the biggest sources of nickel ore
and the second largest supplier of nickel to China,

Lopez may have her reasons for shutting down the
mines due to violation of environmental laws since, with
the amount of profit that the mining companies are
generating, they should have invested in assuring that
their operations do not disturb the ecological balance.

Still, it was incumbent for Lopez, as part of the
government, to have continually engaged with those
affected since her decision has a strong impact on the
economy and even in the world market.

The Mining Industry Coordinating Council (MICC) which
consist of the Department of Trade and Industry, the DENR,
the Department of Fmance (DoF), the National Eeonomlc

and Development Authority, the Union of Local Authorities
of the Philippines and representatwes of the business,
civil society, and the academe which et on the DENR
order approved a resolution that calls for the creation of
technical working group that will in effect review the
outcome of the DENR ’Llldlt

Mining firms had dLCUSéd the audit team of the DENR
to be composed mainly of |anti-mining activists who have
no other point of view butr, to end all mining operations.

In the end, it was agreed, Lopez including, that Rody
would have the final call on the fate of the mining
operations which would add another layer to the problems
to which Rody needs to personally attend.

According to the DoF, the DENR order will cost affected ,
local government units (LGUs) in 10 provinces over P650
million yearly in foregone : revenues

Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez said based on a
report of the Bureau of Loéal Government Finance, losses
such as taxes, fees and other charges directly collected
by the local governments from mining firms are estimated
at P441.92 million, while the LGUs’ share from mining
taxes collected by the national government account for
another P211.72 million.

The provinces that will take a direct hit from the closure
or suspension order are Benguet Nueva Vizcaya, Palawan,
Cebu, Buiacan, Zambales, Eastern Samar, Dinagat Islands,

. Surigao del Norte and Surlgao del Sur.

LGUs directly collect from mining firms operating in
their municipalities real property tax, local business tax,
mayor’s permit fee, regulatory and administrative fees,
and occupation fees.

The provinces where mil‘ling operations are found also
collect governor’s clearance verification fee,
environmental fees, soil depletlon tax and processing
permits for vessels.

The resolution of the pr'o‘blem regarding Lopez’s order
through the MICC, however, did not offer any permanent
solution since it may be the same route that all orders of
Lopez going forward may| have to take which is very
cumbersome as a rosult of|something which is not even
needed.

Rody should also be spared of having to assume all
responsibility that his subordinates should take.

Lopez should open up to|the miners who are her main
constituents mstead of shuttlng the doors on their face.




MARCVENTURES IN ACTION -- Photos }
show Marcventures Miningand Devel- -
opment Corporation personnel during [-”
reliefeffortsattheSurigaoCntygymna- i
sium Sundayafternoon .TheMarcven- !

tures EmergencyﬁesponseTeamalso

‘assmtedexhaustedearthquakewcttms H
during the dfstributmn of ‘good
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Thls :s the .

AT the forefront of the
search and rescue op-
erations yesterday in
the aftermath of the
. Surigao earthquake
were mining compa-
nies in Surigao, Agu-
san and Dinagat.
Together with MGB
Caraga personnel, they
mob:ized their Emer-

gency Rescue Teams
(ERTs), ambulances, wa-
ter trucks and transport
vehicles dnd were de-
ployed by the City
DRMC.

Fire trucks and wa-
ter trucks from PGMC,
TMC, CNC, GRC, Marc-
ventures, CTP, SRM]I
and Agatha Mining de-

livered water to areas in
the city in coordination
with the Water District.
Relief goods, boxes of
medicines and boxes of
bottled water were also
turned over to the City
Social Welfare -Office
and City Health Off'ice
reapectively. . .-

ERTs of OceanaGold in

Didip
Carm

Cement in

CIM
were
alert

ment, when needed.
This is the industry

that
shutj
extin

io, Cagayan Valley;
en Copger and Apo

ebu; HOL-
Davao and Lugait
even on standby
ready for deploy-

Gina Lopez wants to
down; and ‘put to
ction.

ining companies at forefront
f Surigao search, rescue ops
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Save mines, protesters clamor at 1 rally

By Joel dela

Torre
DOZENS ofgeologystu-
dents joined by mining

- workers yesterday morn-
ingstaged arally in front
of the Department of En-
vironment and Natural
Resources (DENR) office
inQuezon City demand-
ing that Environment

Secretary GinaLopez lift
thesuspensmnordershe
slapped on 23 mining
firms.

Numbering around
200, the protesterssaid the
recent events of mine sus-
pensions and closures are
without legal basis.

- “We, the University of
the Philippines Mining
Engineering Society (UP

MINERS), reiterate our

stance and advocames to- ;

ward responsible mining
and call for trans arency

in the process of the min-

ing audit done by the De-

partment of Efivironment -
and Natural Resources,” :

the group said in their
statement.
The group brought

placards that said “Gina-

guet Corp.

ibalik ang M.ma” and “No .
to Gina, Yes to Mining.”
Other studqnts from Ad-
amson Umgersxty, an in-
stitution known to pro-
duce top geology engi-
neers, also joined the pro-
test action} along with
members ofithe Coalition
of Mine Workers, Lepanto
Mining Company and Ben-

Accordin g to 63~year-

; 6ld Danilo Cahmhm of .

Benguet Corporatlon and

- presidentof Mine Workers

League, although he is
nearing retirement, he
could not bear seeing his
cu-workers Fsuffer social

- injustice.”

“We are; supervised
by mining engineers and
we are also legitimate
residents, why would we
allow irresponsible min-
ing. The mining audit
team Lopez tasked to
do the audit is com-
posed of anti-mining
advocates, Lshe should
allow us tobe represent-
ed to strike a balance,”
Calimlim sald ,

Anotherrallmst Ralph
Abarisa,aminingengineer-
ing student, said the ac-

, tion by l:he1 DENR has
- cadsed employment pan-

icand dilemma for future
engineersand scientists of
the mdush'y, aside from
the questionable mining
audit itself, o

TEPER LA

LOWER HALF
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bilang ayuda sa mga nilindol.

. "T'would like to clarify. that. The
Presidentwassaying thatin the context
of the mining,” diin ni Presidential
Communications Secretary. Martin
Andanar sa isang panayam sa radyo.

Ipinaliwanag ni Andanar na rag-

| '-'?28 para sa kabuhayan
‘'ng miners, ‘di sa nilindol

Nilinaw kahaponng Malacafiang
naang P2 bilyon ayuda na ipinangako
ni Pangulong Duterte sa Surigao
ay para sa mga maaapektuhan ng
pagpapasara sa mga minahan, at hindi

upPERAMALF

>

o

alok ng tulong-pinansiyal ang Pangu
para sa Iiveli%wod program kaugnay
nyg pagpapasara sa mga minahan Ra
magiging dahilan ng pagkawala ng
hanapbuhay ng mga minero.

Sa kanyang pagbisita sa Surig:?o‘

City nitong Linggo, ipinangako ni
Pangu[oniDuterte na-tutulong siya
sa paghahanap ng alternatibong
mapagkakakitaan ng mga minero.

Genalyn D. Kabiling

LINYER MALY
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Possible log-ban
order sends chills
to wood producers

NVIRONMENT Secretary
E Regina Paz L. Lopez said

she is waiting for Presi-
dent Duterte’s marching orders
on the possible declaration of a
totallogban “with no exceptions”
that would possibly include for-
est plantations.

Asked about Duterte's march-
ing orders, Lopez said in a text
message, “"None yet. But there will
be no cutting of trees in natural
forests and protected areas. That
is clear.”

Lopez, however, told the
BUSINESSMIRROR that she has
no problem with logging “if it is
done with the prescribed way,”
adding that the wood industry
should not “take off more than
we can produce.”

“Therehastobedesignated areas
[for logging],” she said.

Lopez, an environmental ad-
vocate, continues to enjoy Pal-
ace support on the issue of mine
closures and suspension orders,
even as the Chief Executive as-
sured mining companies affected

by the closure of “due process”,

Duterte’s directive during
the Climate Change Commis-
sion and Advisory Board'en banc
meeting in Malacafiang forming
a tripartite convergence com-
mittee to study current logging
policy “with no exception” is
sending chilling effects on-the
local wood industry.

The directive came after parts
of Mindanao, particularly Suri-
gao del Norte, went under flood-
waters after days of heavy rains
in January. Experts blame min-

ing and logging for degradation

of the forests that led to the se-
vere flooding. ‘

Agriculture Secnetary Em-
manuel F. Pificl, in one of his Fa-
cebook posts, quoted Duterte as
giving Lopez full authority to im-
plement the tota! log ban.

The tripartite committee com-
posed of the departments of Envi-

ronment and Natural Resources,
Agricilture and Local Govern--
ment (DILG) was supposed to,
meet on Febriiary 6. :

" Imposing a total log bar that o
would prohxbxt cutting of trees,
including in areas covered by
special permits from the|gov-
ernment, as well as private for-
estplantations, wouldyeta'tgam
land a serious, possibly fatal
blow: to the country's $5.03- b11—
lion wood industry. .

The private sector. can ac-
cess public lands and estabhsh
plantation forest through In-
tegrated Forest Management
Agreement (Ifma) and SoLc1a1-
ized Industrial Forest Ma }age—
ment Agreement (Sifma).

There are around 140 Ifmas
covering 1 005,000 hectares,
1,529 ‘Sifma covering around.
32,000 hectares.

The government also has
a total of 1,884 Community-
Based Forest Management
Agreements with various non-

governmental organizations,
people sorganizationsand ¢6m-
munity-based groups cove mg
1,615,000 hectares. -
‘MailaVasquez, executive direc-
tor of the Philippine Wood. Pio- -
ducers Association Inc. (P 'PA)
said the.local wood indust y is .
still reeling from Aquino admin-
istration’s total log-ban pohcy,
which bans harvesting of trees
fromnaturaland residual forests,
with the signing of Bxecutwe Or- .
der. (EO) 23 in 2011. : _
Vasquez expressed hope that
the Duterte administration will
consultvariousstakeholders »par-
ticularly the lo¢al wood industry,
before issuing a national logging
pohcy that W1H deter the mdus-
try s growth, -
Imposmg a total log ban,
including private plantat:d
will defmltely hurt the mdus-
try,” she said,
“We are not sure whether the
government is plannihg to ban
cuttingin commercial tree planta-
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tions. But definitely, it will affect
not-only owners of commercial
- treeplantationsbut tree-farmers,
as well,” she said. :
Vasquez said the local wood in-
dustry is already importing more
than half of the supply from other
countries. Prohibiting commercial
tree plantations to cut trees, she
said, would make the country to-
tallydependent onimported wood.
To meet the local demand for
wood, the Forest Management
Bureau (FMB) said at least 60,000
. hectares of mattre forest planta-
tions. This also requires a forest
-expansion of 300,000 annually.

“If the government will ban log- .

ging even in tree-plantations, the
local wood industry will be severely
affected,” she said. » .

Vasquezsaid the PWPAhasbeen
battmgforabusmess-fnendlypol—
icy environmentfor thelocal wood
industry to flourish through the
establishments of more commer-
cial tree plantations.

PWPA is the national asso-

e

ciation of cor poratwns, partner—
shlps and individuals. involved
in forest management; logging;
forest-plantation development;
manufacture of lumber, veneer
and plywood, pulp and paper, and
other wood products,. as well as
in trading, shipping and sales of
these products.

She said the only way for the
wood industry to survive and grow
is by continuously planting more
treesfor commercial andindustrial
use in private.

The DENR is currently imple-
menting a nationwide reforesta-

sectors.

Variousprograms of the DENR'
is anchored ‘on forest protection. ‘
and expansion through Commu-
nity-Based Forest Management .

(CBFM) program,

She said the issue of deforesta-
tion should not be an emotional
issue, saying the establishment

. place the {trees.
* What we [need is to plant more

of commjrcial tree plantations is
not the problem, but the solution

“'to deforestation.. -

“Wood [is renewable. If you cut
wood, you can always plant to re-
It is renewable,

trees,’ ’ she said. - .

The use of wood, she said, is, -
in fact, environment and climate
friendly, because wood is a car-
bon sink,junless burned or de-
stroyed, she said using wood for

- construttion and other purpose,

such as making furniture, pre-

*. serves carbon sink, thus pre-
tion program called Enhanced-;, "~
National Greening Program (E-
NGP) inpar tnersh1p withy varwus

venting: greenhouse gas emis-

“sion into the atmosphere.

Even now that the local wood in-
dustryis allowed to operate and cut
trees from commercial tree-plan-
tations, the Philippines is already
importing more than half of the re-
quired wood supply.

She stregsed that the local wood
industryrely onlegal wood grownin
commercial-tree plantations.

i Jonathan L. Mayuga




Depaptment of Energy and Nat-
ural Resources (DENR) under-
secretary. for International Af-
fairs, Atty. Jonas Leones, ably
representing secretary Gina
Lopez who had to attend to
pressing matters in Mala-
cafang, enjoined educational
institutions and community
leaders to imbibe the Green
Productivity Program during
the seminar hosted by
Southville International School
and Colleges {SISC) for the Con-
sortium of the South Schools
(CotS) and the Barangay Offi-
cials of Las Pinas.

Leones emphasized the im-
portance of green productivity
in effectively managing the en-
vironment, which is one of to-
day’s most exigent global issues
in the face of the accelerating
rate of depletion of the earth’s
natural resources. This situa-
tion has been noted as the cause
of global warming and climate
change, and green productivity
is an effective measure in miti-
gating this. He reiterated the re-
spousibility of schogls in edu-
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DENR Undersecretary Jonas Leones (far left) inducting the new officers of the Consortium of the

South, from left, Dr. Flora Javier of LPU Laguna, Dr. Marl Ferenal of
of San Beda Alabang and Mr. Anthony Tamayo of UPHR Las Pifias

cating the students to become
the green productivity ambas-
sadors of the next generation.
He likewise, enjoined the offi-
cials of the barangays and the
villages to lead their con-
stituents in practicing green
productivity in their respective
spheres of influence,

. The seminar was facilitated
by green ‘productivity practi-

tioners from the Development
Academy of the Philippines
(DAP), Tess Solomon and
Dorothea Navarro, the best
practices to prevent the deple-
tion of natural resources, save
money for the proponents and
improve aesthetics of the land-
scape, Host school SISC presi-
dent, Dr. Marl Ferenal, lauded
the DAP ambassadors for shar-

SISC, Rev. Dom Clement Roque

ing their expertise to the partic-
ipants of the CotS schools rep-
resenting Lyceum of the Philip-
pines Laguna, University of Per-
pertual Help L.as Pinas, $an Beda
College Alabing, Olivarez Col-
lege and PATTS Coliege.

The event culminated in the
investiture of the set of officers
of the CotS with Undersecretary
Leones as the ipducting officer.
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ILOILO CITY — The Department
of Environment and Natural Resource
(DENR) will face a new set of challeng-
s in ecotourism in Western Visayas.

This is after Helen Catalbas, re-
gional director of Department of
Tourism (DOT), recently turned over
to DENR. Regional Director Jim Sam-
pulna the responsibility in heading
the Regional Ecotourism Committee
(REC).

“Under our leadership, DENR 6
has a big responsibility in promoting
sdistainable ecotourism,” Sampulna
told Manila Bulletin. _

“This is an industry that is sup-

posed to be ecologlcally sustamgble
responsible, participative, cultuFalIy
sensitive, and ethically and socially
equitable for all,” Sampulna added.

Western Visay'as is home tojBo-
racay Island, the eountry’s premier
beach destinatipn.

Aside from Boracay, therefare
other ecotourism destinations in Ak-
lan, Antique, Capiz, Guimaras, Iloﬂo

|
and Negros Occidental prownces

Sampulna reiterated the need
to balance the preservation of the
environment with developments that
cater to the region’s tourism industry.
(Tara Yap)
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Dismantle
fish pens,
fishers demand
THE militant fisherfolk group
Pambansang Lakas ng Kilusang

Mamamalakaya ng Pilipinas
{Pamalakaya), together with

environmental aliiance Save | |

Laguna lLake Movement, on
Monday staged a picket in the
offices of the Laguna Lake
Development Authority and the
Department of Environment
and Natural Resourcés to
demand the immediate and
unconditional dismantling of
wide fish pens owned by large
corporations and individuals in
Laguna de Bay.

Vast-tracts of fish pens in the
90,000-hectare brackish lake are
now illegal after the government
ceased issuing permits in line
with its campaign to dismantle
fish pens in Laguna de Bay to
give way for the utilization of
small fishers who have been
deprived of their common
fishing grounds for ycars due
to fish pen proliferation and
congestion.

Pamalakayu said data from
the LLDA showed there were
approximately 13,000 hectares
of private fish pens in Laguna
de Bay.

But deeper study conducted
by Pamalakaya and SLLM
claimed that 60 percent of
the size of Laguna de Bay is
occupied by private fish pens.

Pamalakaya and SLLM
welcomed the government’s
anti-fish pen campaign.

But it said it should be done
hastily for the small fishers
eagerly await their fishing
zone to- be reopened again for
COMUMON USE.

Pamalakaya said in a
statement: “Getting rid of
wide fish pens in Laguna de
Bay is a good riddance. Tt is a
welcome development towards
reviving the dying lake because
it contributes to the lake’s
pollution through its chemical-
based feeds used to culture fish.
Sandy Araneta
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'TO PLANT 13,000 TREES
_ EN'LAGUNA LAKE SHORELINE

. The local government
ol Muntinlupa pariners
with the Laguna fnkv De-
veluament  Authority
LAY and Mayniiad
Yuter Services iy, in
rehabilitating Laguna { ke
by planting 15,000 trcs
afong its shoreline stortine
Fobraary 10, N

Muntinlupa LG,
LLDA, and Mayvnilud
uxecutives signed a incimao-
raindum of apreement a
Bavwalk, Brgy, Bavanan
lor"the launching of Plant
for Life; Muntinfupa Treu
Cirowing Project, a refo-
rcslutlondorogram in sub-
wulershed -areas that need
rehabilitation due (o tand
coyer degradation and high
suil crosion.

[he agencies will be
phinting Mangrove, Can-
clrile, and loca] tree species
Pulat to help mininiize
sudimentation and siltation
of Lugura Lake and its (ri-
butary rivers. The Plani for
Life project aims to pro-
muole’and implement water-
shed reforestation and
fiverbank and takeshore
stabilization. Local offi-
ciuls and private secior [ea-
ders had their fingerprints
inked in a Pledge Wall 10
stenify their commimment
1o the said project,

Miynilad president and
CLEO Ramoncite Fernan-
dez vowedto fully support
the preservation of Ligu-
na Lake and other relaled
environmental programs
from the city government.
Fernandez said  that
Muntinlupais the only 1.G L)
in the region that Maynilad
serves using Laguna Lake
as iLs source,

. Fe added that the Plant
lor Life project in Muntin-
lupa is the water conges-
siomiire’s second project,
having its first rui A
Cavite, Muntinlupa City
Administrator Engr. Allan
Cachuela said in the MOA
signing ceremony that the
cily government will von-
tinue to strengihen its
Envirenmental Cluster in
assistance to the tree

planting endeavor.

Caclinela added that the
cluster will intensify infor-
mation campaign o he}ip
educate people of the ad-
vantages 0 Iantmg and
maintaining, the scedlings
to the rehabilitation of La-
gung Lake and as mitiga-
tion to flooding. He noied
that Mayor Jaime Fresnedi
envisions to plant over

one million of trees in the
shoreline.

“The focal government
pushes_for envirommental
protection projects for the
Cily’s waferways, in coope-
ration with national agen-
cies and private sector, Last
February 8, the LLDA
wraned over the Trash Trap
vroject in upggan-Rwer.

: —_——tT TR - L

PANGULONG

DUTERTE BUMISITA

SAMGANASALANTA
SA SURIGAQO-

DINALAW ni Pangu-
long Duterte ang mga na-
salanta ng lindol matapos
namang tumama ang mag-
nitude” 6.7 na lindol sa
Surigao del Norte noong
Biyefnes ng zabi. :

inabi ni Commurica-
tions Secre_mrg_ Martin
Andanar sinabihan ni
Duterte ang mga mining
companies maging respon-
sable sa kanilang pagmimi-
na sa Surigao. .

Mining  companijes
should cléan its own wastes
while extracting minerals
simultaneously, President
Duterte asked the miners to
replace the trees that were
cut, In other words if they
cannot be responsible, go-
vernment will have to clése
mining operations in
Surigad,” sabi ni Andanar.
Sa Kanyang pagbisita, nag-
inspeksyon si Duterte sa
Surigac para makita ang
tindi ng epekto ng lindol sa
lalawigasn.

“If Miners cannot clean
and fix their act, it will lead
to their eventual clogure
and the local communities
wiill have to shift to agri-
culture, from mining, par-
ticelarfy in pianting rice,
rubber trees and coffec,’
.a/.on pa kay Andanar,
Idinagdag ni"Andanar na
kabilang ang inuming tubig
sa kinakailangan ng mga
apektadong residente ng

Surigao.
= & koK
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DOF ltaly iatnch PPUR eco-toufisni’ prolect in Palawan

L:R: Ms. Beth Frel

d Area Superi

City Mayer Lucilo Bayran; [Lalian Amb:

dunt of PPSRNP, Mr. Marco Spada.
Program Expert from the Yallan Agency lor Dnuelopnmm Coopesalion; Puerto Princesa

LT € S
] _’éﬁudc‘rg{i

FHOTOQ CREDITS: PUERTO PRINCESA CITY HALL

Abayz, Preaident of TagBalay Foundation

Puerto Princesa Cily--A comenusni-

iy-based initiative supporied by ihe.

Malian government to preserve the
Puerto Princesa Underground River
(PPUR) and  promote  sustainable
eco-tourisin itiatives in Palawan was
aflicially kaunched here recently by the
local government of the city and the
Embassy of lialy in Manila.

Ttnlian Ambassador to Manile Massimo
Roscigne and the TagBalay Founda-
tion. in portoership with the Pucrio
Princesa city government, led the
recent launching of the “Support for
Sustainable Eco-Tourism at the PPUR
Area,” a two-year project of TagBalay
Foundation, in collaboration with the
Puerto Princesa Sublerranean River
National Park-Proteeted Area Manage-

ment Board (PPSRNP-PAMDB) and the

La Vents Esplorazioni Geografiche. a
proup of Nalian cave explorers, under
the Philippines-Ttaty Debt for Develop-
ment Swap Program (PIDDS),

Under the PIDDS, which was foral-
ized belween the governments of bty
through the Tialian Embassy,
Philippines through the Departiment of
Fiagnee (DOF), the country™s debt ob-
lightion of 2.9 millien Eures (aboul
$3.7 million or P160 miilion) was con-
verled into a grant lor the implementa-
tion of development projects in the
Philippines’ poorest arcas.

These projects, oné of which i the
PPUR initiative, focus on environmen-
1al protection and poverly reduction
witly the participation of local commu-
nities.

Riveras “a tantastic jewel of the coun-
wy,"  expressed confidence that  {he
PIDDS-supported project will  help

sustain the natural beauty of the PPUR

and promote it not only as a Uniled
Nations Educational, Sciesttific and

and the,

‘much; °

Mr, Anthony

of La Venla
Cultural Organization (LINLSCO)
Natural Heritage Site but also as a top
globul tourist auraction,

Finanee Secretary Carlos [Jominguez 1T
lauded the project lor il potential 10
provide sustainable veo-tourism
oppottunities in Palawan and alternative
livelihood options that are attuned to
good envitonmental practices.

De Vivo of La Venta; Llalian

PHOTO CREDITS: FPSRNA PANME

L-R: Mr, Marco Spada, Program 'El"lull from ihe Hallan Agency k-sr Dwelopmuﬁl .
Coaperation: ¥r, Anthony Abaya, Pfesldent ar TaanIav Fgundation: Mr. Antonic

Mr. Paplo Forli

River, the project aims to suppert the
communities sunounctimg ‘the protecled
area through suslainable eco-tousism by
providing them with piemative tourism
sites,

The project utilizes Ralian cave expertise,
in collaboration with Jocal cave experts,
to further explore the tave and find ways
to preserve it, and olso provides assis-

- tance o local stukeholders on cave man-

"This project suppons inciusive growily
and development by strengthening the
parnership  between  nongovernment
and government organizations in under-
taking community-bascd tourism  and
livelikood opportuaitics.” Dominguez
said.

He said the praject s m syne wﬂh the
Duterte administration’s 1 0-point

sociosconomic agendu. which aims 1o
ensure inclusive growthy by, among

‘others, enhancing, rural pmdumvuy

and lourisia development,

“It is elose to my hewt since.almost 30

years ago, [ wus a young diplomat in-

Manila then), ! came Lo discover the

_ beauty of Palawin and visited the

Undersround River Il impressed me so
That 18 why | am particularly
proud that we ¢an feave today the name
of our country with the future success of
this great natural arction.” '
Ambassador Roscigno said.

The PIDDS awarded ToeBalay and its

_partners with a arant of P14.2 million

with an additions! 2.3 miflion provided
as counterpan ol Taglialuy.

“To further preserve the Underground.
talian Ambassader to Manila Massimo | .
Roscigno. describing the Underground -

GOF, and prafect stakeholzers.

HE.Messimo Rosnlgno wllh the project Implementess and plr{ners from TagBalay, F'P.aml'D PAMB.-anu Lo Venta,

agement,

Some 100 puriners .mﬂ stakelolders r&.p-
resenting the PPSRNP-PAMD. La ¥ ‘ente,
Gain Exploration Club, the zeademe,
tourism  services, the Association of
Banca Operators, and jconununity leaders
attended the official} launching of the
project.

1.ocal feaders present furing the event in-

‘eluded City Councilor Naney Suecrates

represensing Mayor Lucilo Bayron, and
Maribel Bufi. Provincial Tourism Offi-
cer, representing Govemor Jose Alvares.
The project launching alse inchuded a
pre-expedition forum where the TugBalay
Toundation, La Venta, the Gaio Explora-
tion. Chib presented fheir programs and
activities Lo preserve the PPUR area,

.o

Pacle Forli from La Venta explained the
seientific expedition to be done o5 part of
the project,

This project started §dst September and s
expected to end in the first quartér of
2018.

Tor more details aboyt the project Jaunch,
please visit
www.doLgov.ph/ph_ Ll.llydebtswnp

PHOTOCREDITS: PPSRNF-FAMB -
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Philippine
cagle has
guardians
in Leyte

By RESTITUTO A; CAYUBIT,

BARANGAY MAHAGNAO, Burauen,
Leyte— The Mamanwa tribe living in ba-
rangay Kaghana, this town, is helping
protect the national bird,

Bernal Managbanag, the chiefofthe
{ribe, interviewed during the second
Mahagnao outdoor festival held here
recently, confirmed the presence of the
Philippine eagle (Pithecophaga jeffer-
yii) in his barangay, saying that the big
bird “can carry a wild piglet weighing
10 to 15 kilos.”

Managbanag said they observed
that the eagle also eats snakes, mon-
keys, weasel and other animals,

The members of the Mamanwa par-

. ticipated in the festival that promoted
environmental conservation, protee-
tion and ecotourism of the Mahagnao
Volcano Natural Park, here.

Managhanag said they recognize
the bird as the Philippine eagle when
personne! from the Depantment of
Environment and Natural Resources,
regional office (DENR), baﬁed in Ta-
cloban City, this provinee, introduced -
to them the bird before Super Typhoon
Yolanda hit in 2013.

Managhbanag said they have been
observing the presence of tl}e bird in
their area many years ago and there
were people hunting the bird[for food.

Managbanag said his trilze is pro-
tecting the bird on the request of the
DENR.

DENR Regional Director Leonardo
Sibbaluca told reporters thfit hased
on their initial assessment the Phlhp-
pine eagle roams the fores?:s in the
Anonang-Lobi mountain ranges on the
boundaries of the towns of Burauen-
Jaro-Albuera and Ormoc Clty

Sibbaluca said his men in the field
are conducting further studies on how
far the Philippine eagle ranges in the
island of Leyte.

. Leyte Governor Leopoldo Domlmco
L. Petilla said that when the donfirma-
tion about the existence of the Philip-
pine eagle in his province reaghed him
sometime in 2014, his ofﬁc:? spread
mformatmn for the protecthn of the
blI‘d and should not be harmed or shot
as the bird is protected by law,

Petilla and Sibbaluca are appealing
for support from the public, local gov-
ernment units; private organ’lzatlons
stakeholders and other concerned
government agencies to help ﬁreserve
the Phlhppme Eagle.

U'-)lill !-( t—iAl
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‘Man nabbed for selling
wildlife online

The National Bureau of
Investigation (NBI) arrested
on Thursday a man who
allegedly sold endangered

species online, an official said

yesterday.

The NBI's Environmen-
tal Crime Division caught
Rey Asiodche in a sting
at a store along Recto Av-
enue in Manila Thursday
night and presented him to
the media yesterday, said
NBI-EnCD chief Czar Eric
Nuqui.

Asiodche sold to NBI
‘agents 24 animals — tarantu-
las, scorpions and baboons
— worth P15,000 during the
sting. He was arrested when
he failed o present any permit
to possess and sell the animals.

In a test buy on Jan. 19,

he sold two Asian forest
scorpions (Heterometrus
longimanus), a kind of scor-
pion found only in Palawan,
for P1,000 each to NBI agents.
Nuqui, said Asiodche
would use social media sites
to sell the animals, which
he would either send via
courier services or deliver
by meeting with clients in
Pl‘.‘]'SDl'L
The animals would be
stuffed in speakers, PVC pipes
orsocks for delivery, he added.
The NBI charged Asiodche
with illegal possession and
trading of wildlife, in relation
to the anti-cybercrime law,
with the Department of Jus-
tice. He faces up to eight years
i prison if convicted.
. —Ghio Ong
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MG says coal plant emission

ower than DENR, WB

SMC Global Power, the power generation
subsidiary of conglomerate San Miguel Corp.
(SMO), reported that continuous testing since
last month of its new clean coal technology
power plant in Limay, Bataan vielded emis-
sion results that were way below government
and World Bank (WB) standard limits.

SMC Global said based on the most recent
restlts of government-mandated daily testing,
Unit-1 of the Linmy plant consistently pro-
duced low levels of sulphur oxide, nitrogen
oxide, carbon monoxide and particulate
maiter.

Sulphur oxide was only at 41 parts per mil-
lion (ppm), which is waty below the 245 ppm
limit sct by the Department of Environment
and Natvral Resources (DENR) and the 700
ppm limit set by the WB.

Nitrogen oxide was at only 92 ppm,
against the DENR's 365 ppm limit and the
WB's 487 ppm threshold.

Carbon nonoxide was at a mere 4 ppm
during the latest testing against the DENR
timit of 400 ppm. The WB does not have any
standards on this measure.

In terms of opacity or clearness of the air,
the Limay plant registered 0.8 percent, with
dust at only 2.4 milligrams per cubic meter

(mg/Nm3). The W1 standard for particulate

nmtters is 50 mg/Nm3 and the DENR’s is150
mg/Nm3.

“These results are way, way below our
povernment stindards and even World
Bank standards... When people say coal
power plant, they immediately associate
it with high levels of pollution; but coal
remains the most affordable and accessible
fuel source today,” said Ramon Ang, SMC
president and chief operating officer.

"As such, using it (Limay plant) is key to
sustaining our country’s power security
and keeping the price of clectricity down,
for the present. What these new and mod-
crn facilities we've built do is to give us the
benefits of using coal while dramatically
cutting pollution levels,” Ang said.

SMC said circulated fluidized bed (CFB),
the technology it is using to produce energy
from coal, is cleaner and more efficient than
the old system of buming coal.

Unlike the old, conventional system
where coal was burned in high tempera-
tures to produce steam Lo generate power,
CFB technology utilizes # process of fluidi-
zation where fuel is mixed with limestone.

In this process, limestone acts 4s an ab-
sorber of about 93 percent of sulphur pol-
lutants and the liniestone can be recycled

|I I m -Is

and used multiple times in the operation.
Meanwhile, Unit-2 of the Limay Plant is

still being test-run on diesel and will be op-

erational by the second quarter of this year.
Ang earlier said the Limay power plant witl

- save SMC;I subsidiary Petron Corp. P3 billion

in energy cost as it is designed to produce
low-pressure and high-pressure steam which
will be used to operate the refinery.

He saidl the savings in power cost will al-
low the romp:m}r to be profitable as this will
lower operational expense.

Ang was earlier quoted as saying that while
most refineries are not nuking moncy, “Pet-
ron refinery is making lots of money.”

SMC n::portcd it will invest in renewable
energy (RE) through SMC Global Power as
it shortlisted two Asian firms, one of which
could belits strategic and technical partner
on the green venture,

SMC Global Power is currently the largest
indcpend::nt power proclucer in the country
by installed capacity with a total of 2,903
megawatts (MW) from five power plants in-
cluding 11200 MW Ilijan power plant; 2x500
MW Sual lcoal power plant; 4x35 MW Limay

: cogeneration power plant; 345 MW San

Roque h}%dro plant and the 218 MW Angat
hydro power plant.
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Tree-planiing activity Students and local officials from Quezon Province join ln a FIT Foundation tree
planting of 2,000 hamboo trees at the riverside forest in Barangay Apasan, Sampaloc in fitiezon. ARALY LABOA
1
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Farm land? From a distance this stre:1.ch of Pasig River — as seen from the Barkadahan Bridge in Pas|g City —appears just like an open field.

It's time of the year once more when this fi ree-floating weed from Laguna Lake accumulates in the Pasig River before eveniualy flowing out into
Manila Bay. , ' PNA
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By Matthew Reysio-Cruz
and Krixia Subingsubing
@Team_lnquirer

To address the combined pres-
sures of land disputes, climate
change, massive housing back-
log and lack of land security, the
government must adopt a sus-
tainable land governance policy
that would allow for its rational
and equitable allocation among
competing uses.

This was the call by a multi-
sectoral coalition “for sustain-
able land use launched on Feb. g
at the end of a two-day confer-
ence on Jand governance orga-
nized by the US Agency fur in-
ternationat Cevelopment (US
AID). The coalition included

g
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leaders from nationat and local
governments and international
developinent and civil groups.

" During the conference, suev-
eral leaders underscored the
need to overhaul current land
governarnce poticies,

Financé Secretary Carlos
Dominguez I depicted Metro
Manila in his keynote address as
an “urban nightmare” . and
harbinger of a national “land
governance crisis” needirig iin-
mediate action,

The country’s urban areas,
home to half of the populaticn,

 risked turning into “choked”

cities like the capital if obsolete
lad pelicics were not updared,
he said.

A finite vet vital resource,

tand, estimated to be at 30 mil-
lion hectares in the Philippines
is beset by several issues due to
puor land governance, Environ-
ment Undersecretary  Analiza
Teh said in an interview.

This included overlapping
mandates of key land agencies,
lack of land security and tenure,
and massive titling problems in-
volving 11 million parcels of land.

“It's high time to pursue land
reforms especially now [in the
absence of] a harmonized land
agency,” Teh said. “Sustainable
land governance wiil allow us to
tap into the full potential of land
as an economic resource.”

The coalition was facilitated
hy USAID’s Strengthening Ur-
ban Resilience for Growth with

Coalition seeks overhaul
of land governance policies

Equity, a five-year project seek-
ing to elevale cities’ role in eco-
nomic development. its signa-
tortes include city mayors, gov-
ernment agencies, members of
the academe and representa-
tives from the United Nations
and World Bank.

Among the coalition’s key
calls to action were the develop-
ment of policies directed ar the
updare and harmonization of
land information across agen-
cies, expediting the resolution
of land-related cases and in-
creased protection of women’s
rights to land ownership, said
Lourdes Reyes, general manag-
er of Land and Governance In-
novatious Cunsuliiiits Inc. and
coalition mern:ber. NG
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Puwersa
ng kalikasan

NAKITA na naman kung gaano tayo kahina, na walang
magawa kapag ang mga puwersa ng kalikasan ang ku-
mikilos. Isang Magnitude 6.7 na lindol ang tumama sa
Surigao City noong Biyernes. Malakas 'yan. Sa ngayon,
pito ang kumpirmadong patay, higit 100 ang sugatan at
malawak ang pinsalang idinulot sa imprastrakiura iu-
lad ng mga gusaii, tulay, kalsada, pati ang paliparan ng
Surigao. MNapilitang isara ng CAAFP ang paliparan dahil
sa malalaking bitak sa runway. Malaking hadlang ito sa
lpagdfa!a ng mga mabilis na ayuda sa mga apektado ng
ngaol,

Problema na nga ang tubig saiSurigao, na lumaia pa
dahil sa lindol. Ang tubig na inaaasahan ng mga residente
ngayon ay nanggagaling pa sa|mga ibang lungsod o
lalawigan. Wala pang kuryente sa maraming lugar, sa
kabila ng pagsasaayos ng mga linya. Kailangan na ka-
ilangan ng mga taga-Surigao angjtubig at pagkain. State
of calamity ang idineklara na sa Surigao, para mapigilan
ang pagtaas ng presyo ng bilihif, at para mas mabilis
ang pagbigay ng pondong kaiIE}ngan para sa tulong.
Kailangang bantayan kung may mMya mananamantalang
mga negosyante. Kapag nahuli, multahan, ikulong at ka-
suhan.

Ayon sa Phivoles, ang malamt?ot na lupa ang dahilan
kung bakit malawak ang pinsalang dulot ng lindo!l sa Su-
rigac. Ligquefaction ang tawag diyan, na karaniwan sa
mga lugar na mailapit sa dagat o lawa. Nagiging walang
saysay ang mga pundasyon ng mga gusali at kung ano
pang mga istraktura. Higit 100 taon na rin ang lumipas
nang gumalaw ang Surigao fault I!ne. THa nagparamdam
ang fault line ngayon na aktibo pa rin. Ipinakita muli-ng
linde! kung gaano hindi kahandg ang ating imprastrak-
{(Sundan sa pakina 5)
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