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on law, Lopez insists

BY CATHERINE VALENTE

nvironment Secretary Gina Lopez
on Thursday refuted reports that her
decision to ban mineral extraction
in watersheds was suspended by members
of the Cabinet following a rneetmg on

Wednesday.

In a press conference in Malaca-
nang, Lopez stood by her order to
shut mines operating in watersheds,
saying her decision was based on
laws and the Constitution.

“What happened there, they
want to make sure | followed
the rule of law and 1 did. They
were scared that what 1 did was
pretty something, 23 mines, oh my
Cod,” Lopez told reporters.

“I'm totally in my rights to close
down the mines, if they don't
agree, they will appeal, when they
appeal to the President, the mines
still continues operations while
it's on appeal. Then when the
President sees the appeal, then it's
final, then they can go to court,”
she added.

The Finance department, in a
statement, said that the Cabinet
decided to intervene following
the “outrage” triggered by l.opez’s
order "in communities hosting
mining siles.” It noted that some
195,000 direct and indirect work-
ers and their families, or a 1otal of
some 1.2 million people, would
be adversely affected by the closure
and suspensions of the mine sites.

But Lopez said she was pursuing
“social justice” for the poor, who
should benefit from mining’s con-
tribution to the economy.

She said she was aware she was
going against some politicians
whose past campaigns may have
been funded by mining companies.
“I'm not saying any names, | know

when you are funded by whoever,
then  you are indebted to that | per-
son,” Lopez said. \

Lopez stressed she would "not
cop out” in her fight agamst‘de-
structive mining, adding “only a
miracle” will make her reconsider
her decision,

Malacafiang said members of
the Cabinet backed President Ro-
drigo Duterte's decision to observe
due process before 1mplementmg
Lopez's order. ‘

In a statement, Premdent:al
spokesperson Ernesto Abel
la said the “President and hIS
Cabinet collectively dec:deq to
observe due process w1th regard
to the mining issue,”

Abelia said the affected mining
firms will be given the opportunity
Lo “respond or dispute” the min-
ing audit done by the DENR. \

The mining firms will also be
given the chance to “make ‘the
necessary remedies to ensure
compliance with governmlent
standards,” Abella added. |

" “The Department of Finance
{DOF) shall have further dis&us-
sions with the DENR in theirica-

pacilies as concerned government
agencies of the Mining Industry
Coordinating Council (MlCC) !
he added.

Social Welfare Secretary
Judy Taguiwalo said her depart-
ment will conduct a survey to
determine the extent of joblessness
that will result from Lopez’s move.

Denial

Finance Secretary Carlos Domin-
guez 3rd also on Thursday denied
any involvement in any mining
companies or ventures. ,

“I have no mining interest. |
have no investment in mine. !
have no stocks in mines,” he told
reporters at the sidelines of the
Mining Industry Coordinating
Committee meeting,

Dominguez clarified that he was
only involved in mining twice -in
1999 and 2003 when he was the
Chief Executive Officer of Philippine
Associated Smelting and Refining
Corp. (PASAR) and when he was
invited to rehabilitate the Rapu
Rapu Mine,

WITH MAYVELIN U. CARABALLO
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Lopez defends mine closures

MGB RECOMMENDATIONS

0T FenDs WMive Cuoduines "

FINES SUGGESTED
AAMPHIL NATURAL RESOURCES | P 26,0000 (o the Mines and Gieuscienes
EXPLORATIONS & DEVELOPMENT | Burcau and;
CORPORATION P 26800800 to the Envitonmental
Management Buzoay
P 6,000.00 10 the Mines and Geoscicacss
BENGUET CORPORATION Burcau and;

Burcay

1 50,000,00 10 the Envirenmental Management

BERONG NICKEL CORPORATION

P10,000.00 10 the Mines and Geosciences
Boreaw

. CTE CONSTUCTION AND MINING
CORPORATION/CARRASCAL NICKEL
CORPORATION

[ Bureaw and;

P 61,600.00 tr The Mines and Gepsciences

P 198;000,00 Lo the Envirosmentsd
Management Bereau

CENTURY PEAK CCRPORATION
(PARCEL [T MINING PROJECT})

P18.000.00 to the Mines and Geosclences
Burenu and;

P 458,000.00 to the Environmental
Management Bureay

CENTURY PEAK CORPORATION (CPC
RICKEL MINING PROJECT)

. Bureau and:

P 19,000.00 to the Mines and Geosclenees

[ 600,000.00 to the Emvironmeatat
Management Burcau

EMIR MINERAL RESOURCES
CORPORATION

3,000,001 the Mines and Grasciences
Buscau and;

P 210,600.00 to the Environmentat
Management Burcau

HINATUAN MIRING CORPORATION

P 50,000,00 to the Favitonmental Munagement
Bureau

LEPANTO CONSOLIATED MINING
COMPANY

P 27,275.00 10 the Mines und Geosciences
Bureau and;

P 100,000,00 t0 the Environmental
Management Burcau

MARCENVENYURES MINING AND
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

P 17.000.00 to the Mines and va:lcnm
Bureaw and;

B 156,000.80 to the Enviraamenial
Munagement Birvay

MT. SINAT MINING EXPLORATION
AND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

£ 23,000.00 to the Mines 0ad Gesciences
Bureay

VISTA BUENA MINING P 130,000.00 to the Mines and Geosciences
CORPORATION/WELLEX MINING | Bureaw and;
CORPORATION P 950, 00800 1o the Environmental
Monaeement Bureau
FAST COAST MINERAL RESQURCES § P 18,000.00 to the Mines und Geowiences
CO,, INCLIBIO MINING Bureas and; :
& CORPORATION/WESTERNSHORE | P 160,000.00 to the Environmental
NICKEL CORPORATION Management Burcaw

NORWEAH METALS AND MINERALS
COMPANY, INC/ORIENTAL VISION
MINING FHILIPPINES CORPORATION

P 61,800,00 to the Mines and Geosciences
Bureau snd;

P 120,000.00 o the Environmentat
Management Buncau

| SINOSTEEL PHILIPPINES H.Y. MINING
CORPORATION

1 21,500.00 1 the Mincs and Gevscieces
Bureay and;

P 3%0,000.00 1o the Environmental
Management Bureau

CLAYER MINERAL DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION

P 6,000.00 to the Mines and Gieascicnoes
Bureny and;

150,000.0 10 th Environmentat Management
Bureau

BENGUETCORP NICKEL MINES, INC.

P 144,200.00 10 the Mines and Geosciences
Bureau ard;

P 60,000.00 to the Envirnnmental Management
Bureau

PreE A/2

BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR

ENVIRONMENT Secretary Re-
gina Lopez said she was well
within her rightsl to order the
closure of 23 mining companies
to prevent them from restarting
operations that would end up
destroying the environment.

The technical review com-
mittee of DENR| that did the
audit on mining operations
recommended slipping fines of
P10,000 to less thanP1 million
on the mines fo}und violating
environment rules.

The worst the committec
recommended (table) was sus-
pension of operations.

Lopez, in a briefing in Malaca-

Wy If
Dominguez: No
. * . .
stake In mining
DOMINGUEZ Carlos
Dominguez , Department
of Finance (DOF) secretary,
said he does not have any
stake in the mining industry
and t that he will support the
mining law, ‘
Dominguez told report-
ers on the sidelines of
the 24th Mining Industry
Coordinating Council Meet-
ing Thursday night he was

See DOMINGUEZ > Page Ad

nang, defended her decision to
order the closure instead of just
suspension as recommended
by the Mines and Geosciences
Bureau of the 23 firms,

“If you suspeﬁded the (opera-
tions), that means that they can
start again,” she said.

Lopez said she is not out to
start a fight with the mining
Operators as she knows some of
them. She said she was merely
protecting the environment.

See LOPEZ > Page A4
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VWlopez BEweS mInge CLosaRres

Lopez said the affected provinces where the min-
ing firms had been operating for several decades now
deserve to seek other industries to promote growth
and provide livelihood to their people.

She also said mining operation in one's mumnicipaity
or province does not necessarily guarantee that the
place would become rich.

On the contrary, she said arcas where the mining
firms operate are among the poorest in the country.

Lopez said mining activities also do not give jobs
all year round as operations are mostly done during
the dry months,

She said some politicians and communities su >
port mining not realizing there are other industries
that can help promote the communities’ growth and
provide pecople with other sources of income,

Lopez and representatives from the Departments
of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD), Trade
and Industry (DTD, Labor and Employment (DOLE),
and Science and Technology (DOST) are set (o visit
next week Surigao and Dinagat to look at the situation
of mining communities,

She said workers affected by the closure would have
to wait untl March or April before work resumes and

She said once the casesare inthe courts, oper
would be stopped pending court decision,

Asked what she would o if the President or the
court overturns her order, Lopez said she would be
sad but she has no intention of quitting her job.

She said she would stay on for as long as slic is abie
Lo serve the country.

Lopez said she also intends to make the most of
herjob as environment secretary, starting with cnsur-
ing the strict implementation of the laws on mining
especially those that ban its operations inside the
watershed areas,

Ontheissue of the opening-pit mining, particularly
in Tampakan, South Cotabato area, Lopez said she is
also apainst it.

“Lam not in favor of it at al, It's not cven gonmi be
an cconomic problem. 1 think it's gonna be a peuce
problem,” she said.

Lopez acknowledged that she may be stepping on
some people by pushing forthe campaign against illegal
mining adding that there had been instanceswhen some
ofher peopleare being offered millions of pesosasbribe.

She, however, stressed that she has zerotolerance
for corruption an inefficiency.#

wions

LOPEZ

it is the goal of government to d;termine how they can
be provided jobs or other means of livelihood.

Lopez said those who are not satisfied with her
decision can file an appeal, and even go to court,

Sheadded due process had been observed before
she made a final decision to drder the closure and
suspensions.

She said those who are asking for copies of the
audit reports may also visit her office where she has
the records, :

Lopez acknowledged the directive of President
Duterte, during the Cabinet meeting, to review the
decision and ensure that the mining firms had been
accorded due process before the order is meted out.

Shealso said that the President has the final say on the
closure of the mining firms pending theirappeal before
his office, adding that the closure order would only be
executory once the President decides on the appedls.

She also said that the mining/firms could continue
their operations pending their appeal.

“When they appeal to the President, the mines (can)
still contine their operations while (the cases are) on
appeal. Then when the President sces the appeal, then
(decision) final, then they can £oto court,” she s,

|
¥ DOMINGUEZ"

only invelved in mining twice in his life,

“One was in 1999 and 2003 when I was the
CEQ (chief executive officer) of Pasar (Philip-
pine Associated Smelting an Refining Corp.) ..,
(when) we used to buy (copper) concentrates
from the mines,” Domijnguez said,

“The second involvement 1 had in mines
was in 2006 when I was invited to rehabilitate
Rapu-Rapu mine because there was damage ...
created by the previous management. . Since
then, Thad nothing to do with mines,” he added.

Dominguez chairs the ining Industry Coor-
dinating Council which is Feviewing the closure
and suspension of several mining companies,

“Tsupport following the law. There is a mining
law, Isupport following the law,” Dominguey said,

The DOFT had estimated losses that could run
up to P653.64 million annually from the closure
and suspension of several mining firms all over
the country. - .

Dominguez earlier said local government units
(LGUs) hosting mining firms that were ordered
for suspension or closure Will be affected by the
possible revenue loss.
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President backs Lopez on closure of
mme operatlons to protect Watersheds

¥ By OENA.I.YN'!D. K.ABII.IHG

President Duterte is backing the
country’s environment secretary
to keep the precious watersheds
“off limits” to destructive mining
operations.

Environment Secretary Regina
Lopez affirmed that the closure of
mining operations in watersheds
was non-negotiable, adding she has
the support of the President on pro-
tecting this natural resource.

"It would take a miracle to con-
vince me to allow mining in water-
sheds because as far as I know it's
against the law. It's against social
justice, it's against the Constitution
to allow any kind of extractive in-
dustry inside the watershed,” Lopez
said in a Palace press conference,

“In the Cabinet meeting, his last
closing remark in front of everyone ‘I
agree that there should be no mining
in watersheds,” she added, referring
to the President’s posmon on the
mining issue.

After months of audit, Lopez.

recently announced the closure of
23 large-scale mining operations and
suspension of five others for alleged
violation of the country’s mining and
environmentai laws.

Mining companies however
complained they were not given due
process and urged the President
to intervene. The Palace later as-
sured that these firms will be given
a chance to respond or dispute with
the audit or make the necessary
remedies to ensure compliance with
government standards.

In the Palace press briefing,
Lopez defended that her decision to

.shut down these mining operations

was “fair” and above board, dismiss-
mg allegations the mining compa-
nies were not given due process.

She explained that she followed
the “rules of law” in carrying out the
audit of the mining operations before
handing down the decision.

Asked if the closure of these min-
ing operations was not negotiable,

Lopez sald “For me, no. That’s how
Ifeel” |

“I have made a policy in DENR
that there should be no extractive
industries in watersheds because
it will klll the community life of
the people around and it has,” she
added.

Lopez however recognized that
the Pre51dent will have the final
say on the fate of the mining com-
panies. |

She said the mining companies
could appeal the DENR decision to
the Office of the President, Pending
such appeal before OB > mining opera-
tions can continue.

Ifthe President upholds the mine
closure, Lopez said the companies
canbring the1r case to court. By the
time, mmeral operations would be
suspended until the court makes a
final decision.

The DENR chief however is in-
clined to ﬁle criminal charges against
the mining companies implicated ir.

i enwronmeptal destruction,
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mining groups on Thursday

welcomed Malacafiang’s di-
rective to give due process to min-
ing companies affected by the clo-
sureand suspension orders issued
by Environment Secretary Regina
Paz L. Lopez.

Theymaintained, however, that
Lopez’s decision is not without ba-
sis, citingthe massive environmen-
tal destruction caused by mining
operations in violation of various
mining and environmental laws.

Clemente Bautista, national co-
ordinatorof Kalikasan-People’s Net-
work for the Environment (Kalikas-

E NVIRONMENTAL and anti-

an-PNE), said it is the inherent right '

of mining companies to contest the
closure and suspension orders.

i~  However, he added, the Depart-
i ment of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) and related agen-
cies should implement first the or-
dersonwhathedescribedas“abusive
mining companies”.

“Malacanang should not only
respect, but help, Secretary Lopez
and the DENR people to do their
jobs. Mining [companies] could
raise their appeal during this proc-
ess. The orders will be for naught
if Malacanang will intervene and
halt [the] implementation {of clo-
sure orders],” Bautista said.

He expressed hope that Presi-
dent Duterte and his Cabinet will
not side with the mining compa-
nies that already caused “so much
environmental destruction and
depleted our resources”.

Cabinet members, meanwhile,
have expressed support behind
Duterte’s decision to observe due
process before implementing a di-
rective of the DENR to shutdown or
suspend 28 mining sites across the

country, according to a news state-
ment issued by Palace Spokesman
Ernesto C. Abella.

“The President and his Cabinet
collectively decided to observe due
process with regard to the mining
issue. The DOF shall have further
discussions with the DENR in their
capacities as concerned government
agencies of the Mining Industry Co-
ordinating Council,” he added.

JaybeeGarganeraof Alyansa Tigil

Mina (ATM) said social justice and

human rights comprise the broader. .

basis of closing the mines.

~ While. ATM welcpmeé Ma-l

lacafiang’sdirectivetogivedue proc-
esstominingcompaniesaffected by
the closure and suspension orders,
Garganera said the results of the
mining audit are “credible”, -

“Our impression is that the
decision to close and suspend the
mines relied on a whole set of ref-
erences and evidence—the mining
audit, the report of the Technical
Review Committee, the local re-
ports of NGOs [non-governmental
organizations] and LGUs [local
government units) submitted as
addendum to the mining jaudit,

news coverage, documents from

legal cases in various courts and
quasi-judicial bodies, LGU resolu-
tionsand ordinances against min-
ingprojects, aerial surveys of min-
ing areas, and ground interaction
by DENR officials in the mining-
affected communities,” he said.

He added: "The Chamber of

Mines of the Philippines wrongly
maintainsanarrowviewpoint when
they insist that the mining-audit
report was the sole basis for the
closures and suspensions.”

ATM, green groups: Min
closure not without basis

{CATION AND INITEATIVES *«l*RVEi’i?

nes

) “Malacafiang
“ should not
only respect, but
help, Secretary
Lopez and the

ENR people to do
eir jobs. Mining
[chpanies]
could raise their

appeal during this
process. The orders
will be for naught
if Malacafiang

will intervene

“and halt the]

implementation [of
closure orders)”
- —BaurTista
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Watersheds, off-limits sa
mining firms

May basbas ni Pangulong
Duterte ang maigting na
kampanya ni Environment
Secretary Gina Lopez na
ipagbawal ang pagmimina sa
Inga watershed ng bansa,

Ito ang giit ni Lopez sa

kabila ng pagpupursige ng
malalaking kumpanya ng
minahan na fapela sa Pangulo
ang pagpapasara sa 23 mining

R

g . ... e
b o v

Ni GENALYN D. KABILING

operation at pagsuspinde
sa lima pa dahil sa umano’y
paglabag sa environmental
laws.

“It would take a miracle to
convince me to allow mining
in watersheds because as far as
I know it's against the law. It's
against social justice, It' s against
the Constitution to allow any
kind of extractive industry

ZRT 3

Environment and Natural Resoures Secretary Gina Lopez upang talakayin ang
mga isyung pangkapaligiran na kinakaharap ng bansa sa Malacafiang kahapon.
' : RICHARD VINAS

inside the watershed,” sabi ni
Lopez sa isang press conference
sa Malacaf‘"nang.

“In the Cabinet meeting,
his last rl‘]osing remark in
front of everyone I agree that
there should be no mining in
watershedé,”’ saad ni Lopez.

Umalma ang mining
companies sa closure at
suspensionorderng Departiment
of Envirm:nment and Natural
Resources (DENR) dahil hindi
sila binigyan ng pagkakataong
magpaliwanag.

Sinabinaman ng Malacafiang
na handa si Duterte na
pakinggan ang mining firms

Ngunit sinabi ni Lopez na
ang dgsisyt?n niyang ipasara ang
minahan ay “fair” at alinsunod
sa “rules of law.”

Dagdagniyanahindi totoong
hindi niya pinakinggan ang
paliwanag ng mga kumpanya
ng minahan: ,

“1 have made a policy in
DENR that there should be -
ne extractive industries in
watersheds because it will kill

- the commﬁnity life of the people

around and it has,” sabi ni
Lopez. !

Aminado si Lopez na ang
desisyon ng Pangulo ang
mananaig,
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PRESIDENT Rodrigo
Of the 23 mining firms pending their appeal Lefirh o oo

of the Président, Envirorment Scoroins bl ors, (e Office
told Palace reporters yés . e—

DU30...

" From Page 1

Lopez said in the Pa-
lace briefing yesterday
that the closure order
against the operation of
the 23 mining firms
would only be executory
once the President de-
cides on their appeals.

“It only takes effect
when it’s rendered final
by the President. For
example, they can appeal,
When the President says
to close it, then it's final,”
Lopez said.

Lopez added that the
mining firms, could con-
tinue their operations
pending their appeal.

“When they appeal to
the President, the mines
still continue their ope-
rations while it’s on ap-
peal. Then when the
President sees the ap-
peal, then it's final then
they can go to court,” she
said.

Earlier, Lopez ordered
last Feb. 2 the closure of

23 mining firms, mainly
for ruining watershed
areas and “indiscriminate
mining.”

“It is time for social
justice. You cannot run
your business and affect
our farmers and fisher-
men. This is not accept-
able under the Duterte
administration and not
aceeptable under the
DENR ‘(Department of
Environment and Natu-
ral Resources),” she said.

Presidential Spokes-
man Drnesto Abella said
Duterte and his Cabinet
had agreed to observe
due process in the clo-
surc of the mining firms.

“This means compa-
nies affected by mining
closures for violations of
environmental laws and
tegulations will be given
the opportunity to re-
spond or dispute the au-
dit, or make the neces-
sary remedies to ensure
compliance with govern-
ment standards,” Abella
said.

In a statement, the

Chamber of Mines of the
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Philippines (COMP)
thanked President Du-
terte and the Cabinet for
deciding to observe due
process with regard to
the mining issue.

“We welcome the de-
cision as this pives hope
to our mining communi-
ties comprised of the
many women and men
who rely on the industry
for their living.

“We commit to work

closely with government’

and the Minerals Indus-
try Coordinating Council
regarding issues raised
to ensure that a fair and
just conelusion to the
mines audit i$ reached,

“We have not wa-
vered in our commit-
ment to continue being

LOWER HALF

.Duterte has the final -Say-on ithe closure

significant contributors
to nationbuilding and in-
clusive growth,” COMP
added.

Lopez and Finance
Secretary Carlos G.
Dominguez ITI co-chair
the MICC which is man-
dated to oversee reforms
to make miners more so-
cially and environmental-
ly responsible, while giv-
ing the state a bipgger
share of mining reve-
nues|

“Dominguez has also
expressed concern over
the plight of the tens of

thousands of workers"

who | would lose their
jobs &s well as the fiscal
health of cities and mu-
nicipalities hosting mine
sites, which are heavily
dependent on the taxes
and fees paid by mining
firms for their reve-
nues,” the DOF said.
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Pagnanasara
samga

pasawayna

minahantuley
-lopez

NILINAW kahapon'ni
Environment Sec. Gina
Lopez na hindi pinigi] ng
Malakanyang ang pagpa-
pasara ng 23 mining ope-
rations sa buong bansa.

Magugunitang naglabas
ng closure order si Sec.
Lopez sa mga nasabing
mining companies dahil sa
paglabag sa mining laws at
sa Saligang Balas pero
sinabi ng Department of
Finance (DoF) na hoid
muna ang implementasyon.

Pahayag ni Sec. Lopez,
kailangan lamang masu-
nod ang mga kinauukulang:
proseso at tuloy ang pag-
papatupad ng kanyang
closure order.

Pahayag ni Lopez, kai-
langan ng isang milagro
para mabago ang kanyang
desisyon lalo sa 15 nasa
water shed areas,

Kasabay nito, itinanggi
rin ng kalihim na “one-
sided” at hindi dumaan sa
due process ang kanyang
desisyon.

Katunayan, sinagot ng
mga mining companies ang
ibinigay na “show cause
order” at nagsagawa rin sila
ng “on-sile investigation”
maliban sa ginawang mining
audit. (Vanz Fernandez}
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Digong naiipit sa bangesan .

LOPEZ
SA 23

NANINDIGAN LAE
M IANG IPINASARA

Digong naiipit sa banggaan ng Gabinete

‘Lopeznanindigan laban
sa 23 minahangipinasara

DESIDIDO si Environ-
ment Secretary Gina Lo-
pez na ipatigil ang Tam-
akan mining operations,
ahit masagasaan ang in-
teres ng promotor n
Froyektu na “best frien
orever” (BFanj Pangu-
longSRodrigo uterte.

a press briefing ka-
hapon sa Palasyo, itirang-
gini Lopez ang pahayag
n]§ Department of Finance
(DoF), na walang basbas
ni Pangulong Duterte, ang
gasyq niyang ipasara ang

3 mining sites sa buong
bansa. .
“What  happened
there [during the DENR’s
decision-making process]
was they want to make
sure that [ followed rule
of law and I did,” ani Lo-

eZ.

Giit ni Lopez, kaya
niya ipinasara ang 23 mi-
ning firms dahil “ginahasa’
ang kalikasan, at pinag-
kartan ang mga
mamamayan, lalo an
mga katufubo, ng “socia
justice.”

Aniya, si Pangulong
Duterte’ang huling mag-

dedesisyon kung papa-
yagan o ibabasura ang
mga rekomendasyon ng
Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR).

“Now, if they don’t
agree and I think they
don’t agree, is that they
will appeal, So when the
appeal to the President,
the mine still continues
operation while it's on
appeal,” dagdag niya,

Ang ipinasara ni Lo-
pez ang Tampakan mine
operations, sumasakop
sa South Cotabato, Saran-

ani, Sultan Kudarat, at

avao del Sur, proyek-
tong inilunsad ng Sagit-
tarius Mining Inc. (SMI},
kompanyang ang isa sa
mga may-ari ay si Finance
Secretar Carlos
Dominguez, kababata at
BFF ni Duterte.

Ipinaliwanag ni Lo-
pez, ang kabuuang sukat
ng open mining pit sa
Tampakan ay katumbas
ng 700 football fields, at
mayaman sa copper al
gold ore deposits.

Tinatayang gagastos

ang SMI ng $5.9 bilyon
upan% hukayin ang lugar,
itinuturing na pinaka-
malaking virgin natural
resources sa limog Sila-
ngan Asya, upan
makapa -surply ng 11.
milyon foneleda ng cop-
per, at 14.6 milyon oun-
ces ng gold.

llang oras bago gina-
nap ang press briefing ni
Lopez sa Palasyo, binati-
kos siya sa Kalatas ng
DoF, dahil ang desisyon
niyang ‘ipasafa_ang 23
mining operations ay
“triggered outrage in com-
munities hosting mining
sites, as some 195,000 di-
rect and indirect workers
and their families, or a
total of some 1,2 million
peeple, would be ad-
versely affected by the
closure and suspensions
of the mine sites.”

Inakusahan ng DoF si
Lopez, na pinagbawalan
ang mga miyembro n
Mines and Geosciences
Bureau (MGB) team, na
nagsagawa ng mines au-
dit, at ang panel na nagre-
paso ng findings nito, na
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--i::agka:kait ng due pro-

cess, |
"Malacaﬁan% has
swiftly moved to calm
fears of massive layoffs in
communities affected b
Lopez’s sudden move to
close [down or suspend
mining operations... Se-
veral Cabinet officials ex-
pressed concern over the
detrimental impact of her
decision, which she had
ap?arently‘ake t to her-
self,” |ayon sa DoF state-
ment. |
(ROSE NOVENARIOQ)
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CLOSURE,
SUSPENSION
ORDERS
VS MINAHAN
IPINATIGIL

NG PALASYO
IPINATIGIL muna ng
Palasyo, at ng Gabineté
ang closure at suspension
orders, ipinatupad ni En-
vironment Secretary Gina
Lopez, laban sa mga mi-
nahan sa bansa, sinasa-
bing nakasisira ng ka-
likasan, at kakapiranggot
ang naiambag sa kabang-

ayan. .

Sa pahayag ng De-
partment of Figahceini-
tong  Huwebes,’ Pphg-
aaralan muna ng pam-
bansang pamahalaan, ang
pasya ng kalihim ng-De:
partment of Environmient
and Natural Resources
(DENR). . .

Sinisiguro  lamang

anila ng pamahalaan ang
ue process” sa pagpa-
Easara sa_halos 30 mina-
an, na sinasabing hindi
nakasuncd sa mga pa-
takaran sa pagmimina,
batay sa mining audit na
isina%gwa ng DENR.

“Members of the Ca-
binet have expressed their
full :uBJport Eehind Pres-
ident Duterte’s decision to
observe due process be-
fore implementing a direc-
tive of the DENK to shut
down or suspend 28 mi-
ning sites across the coun-
try,” pahayag ng DoF,

Inianunsyo ni Secre-
tary Lopez ndong 2 Pebre-
1o, ang resulta ng minin,
audit, nagpapakitan
mahigit sa kalahati ng bi-
lang ng mga malalaking
minahan sa bansa, a
bumagsak sa patakaran
ng DENR.

Agad nakialam an

Palasyo dahil sa rami ng

mga ma ga%awang

]a:}:ek-tado ng hakbang ng
ENR.
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Closure ng 23 mining

firms, hold mung

SINABI ni Department of
Environment Secretary Re-
gina Paz Lopez na kailangan
munang masunod ang mga
kinau’ukulang proseso bago
ituloy ang Pagpapatupad ng
ipinalabas nlyang closure or-
der laban sa 23 mining firms
na lumabag sa mining laws
at sa Saligang Batag,

lyon ang dahilan kung ba-
kit hold miuna ang implementa-
syon ng kanyang naging katsy-
san laban sa mining companies,

linatwa naman i Sec, Lo-
Pz na “one-sided" at hing: dy-
maan sa due process ang kan-
yang desisjon.

Sa katunayan, sinagot ng
mga mining companies ang ibi
nigay na “show causa order” at
Nagsagawa rin sila ng “on-site
investigation” maliban sa gina-
wang mining aucit.

Sinabi naman ng Depart-
ment of Finance na pinasuspin-
de muna ni Pangulong Buterte
gabinete rito ang closwre at sys-
pension ordersna ipingtaw ni
Sec. Lopez laban s3 mga mina-
han sa bansa ng UMmang'y naka-
sisira ng kalikasan at kapirang-
got ang najambag ez kaban ng
bayan.

Sa kalatas na ipinalabas ng
Do, nakasaad ditg nga pag-aa-
ralan muna Nng national govem-
ment ang pasya ni Sec. Lopez
bago ito i?kaia?

Titiyakin fang ng gobyemo
na may “due process” sg pag-
Pasam sa kulang-kulang 23 m-
nzhan na hindi nakastned sa
Mga palakaran sg pagmimina,
batay sa mining aud? na isina-

gawa ng DENR,

Si Finange Secretary Car-
los G. Dominguez ay kababaig
hi Panguiong Dutarte.

Nauna nang inarmsya ni
Secretary Lopez noong Pebre-
12 ang resuita ng mining audit
na nagpapakitang mzhigit sa

ahati ng bilang ng nga mala-
laking minahan sg bansa ay
bumagsak sa palakaran ng
DENR.

#o umano ang dahilan kung
bakit agad na nakialam ang Pa-
tasyo, dahil na sin sa rami ng
mga maggagawang apeklado
ng hakhang ng DENR.

Aabot sa 28 na malalaking
mifing operations sa 10 Jajaw.
gan sa bansa ang ipinasara nj
Lopez,

lkinatuwa naman ng min-
ing industry lobby group Cham-
ber of Mines of the Philippines
ang desisyon ng Malacafang,

Nagpulong naman kaha-
pon ang Mining Industry Cooreli
nating Council, kung saan co-
chalr i Lopez, at kabilang na rin
si Finance Secretary Carlos G,
Dominguez Il

Ang MICC, na naitatag sa
dalim ng Executive Order No.
79 noong 2012 pj dating Pangy-
fong Benigno Aquino i, may
kapangyarihang overses ang
MJa panukalang reporma a
industriva sa pagrmimina Upang
ialong maging “soclally and en-
vironmentally responsible” ang
mga malalaking minero, Upang

$a ganun ay makapag-ambag ’

§a pamahalaan ang industriva
NG mas mafaking bahag sa kini-
kita ng mga ita, KRIS JOSE
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Palace, Cabinet stop r

suspension o

By MARY GRACE PADIN
and DELON PORCA_L_L"A

Malacafiang has put on hold the clo-
sure and suspension orders on 28 mines
issued by Environment Secretary Gina
Lopez purportedly to give way to due
process. '

Presidential spokesman Ernesto Abella
said on Wednesday that President Duterte
and his Cabinet have collectively decided
to observe due process in dealing with the
mining issue.

Abella said mining firms would be
given the opportu- * _____ N
nity to respond toor |
dispute the results '

of the Department "
of Environmentand Mg
Natural Resources
(DENR)’'s mining
audit, which has not
yetbeen released by
the agency. - i

The DENR based
its decision to close §
23 mines and sus-
pend five others on
the audit report.

“The Depart-
ment of Finance |

" {DOF) shall have
further discussions
with the DENR in
their capacities as [
concerned govern- Q’.&
ment agencies of iz
the Mining Industry
Coordinating Coun-
cil (MICC),” the
President’s spokes-
man said. ‘
Lopez and Finance Secretary Carlos
Dominguez III co-chair the MICC.
“Members of the Cabinet have ex-
pressed their full support behind Presi-
dent Duterte’s decision to observe due
process before implementing a directive

of the DENR to shut down or suspend 28

mining sites across the country,” the DOF

said in a statement.

L e e Ee S s
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press at Malacanang yesterday.

<

DENR Secretary Gina Lopez meets the

KRIZJIQHN ROSALES

rine closures,
rders.

* Story on Page 4

Lopez’s closure order has sparked up-

roar in communities hosting mining sites,
as some 1.2 million people are estimated
to be directl)ﬂt and indirectly affected by
the closure and suspension orders.
" Affected mining firms have also asked
the DENR to éive them more time to take
the necessary|remedial actions. L

Industry group Chamber of Mines of

the Phihppin‘es (COMP) welcomed the
Palace’s latestannouncement.

“The Chamber of Mines thanks Presi-
dent Duterte and the Cabinet for decid-
ing to observe due process with regard
to the mining issue,” the group said in a
statement.

“We welcome the decision as this
gives hope to our mining communities
comprised of women and men who rely
on the industry for their living,” it added.

The group promised to cooperate with
the government and the MICC in reaching
a "fair and just” arrangement.

It also reminded the DENR that it has
not yet released the audit report used by
the departmex‘lt to justify its orders,

“Firms have not received any. That’s -
why we're still at a loss,” COMP execu-
tive vice president Nelia Halcon said over
" the phone.

“We are not just requesting for the mere
summation of the audit results. We need
the actual test results which were used
as bases for determining whether or not
these mining firms have violated envi-
ronmental reglj.lla tions,” COMP chairman
Artemio Disini said.

“The DENR needs to show us that
these tests were conducted in each mining
company and |the specific findings that
merited their suspension or closure,” he
added.

Several Cabinet members earlier ex-
pressed concern over the impact of the
DENR decision on employment and on
finances of loc%nl government units.
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Palace,

In response, Lopez said the govern-
ment would allot P8 billion for the devel-
opment of sites in ecological zones where
displaced workers would be hired,

House probe

For two members of the House of
Representatives, an investigation should
be launched to find out how Lopez came
up with her decision,

Reps. Allen Jesse Mangaoang of Ka-
linga and Anthony Bravo of party-list
Coop-Natcco filed House Resolution
756 calling for a House inquiry into the

- — DENR chief’s basis
for issuing the sus-
pension and closure
orders,

Surigao del
Norte Rep. Robert
Ace Barbers - in
whose area several
mining firms were
Operating ~ earlier
warned Lopez to
watch her back and
be wary of her al-
. leged double agent
confidant, former
Mines and Geosci-
ences Bureau chief
Leo Jasareno.
Closing mining
companies respon-
sible for destroy-
ing Mother Earth
is definitely com-
mendable, but the
DENR chief should
also check her own
trusted aide who
for decades allowed
unimpeded and unabated mining activi-
ties, he said.

Barbers issued the warning following
Lopez’s decision to tap the expertise of
former DENR undersecretary Jasareno,
whom President Duterte had already
“dismissed.”

“Jasareno is not an innocent bystander
in this masquerade. He is the protagonist,
His MGB was supposed to police the min.
ing activities in the country, but now he
is saying that these companies commit-
ted environmen_tal violations,” Barbers
pointed out the irony.

Lopez, a pro-environment advocate,
hired the former MGRB chief andceyen
designated him to lead the aydit team that
supposedly recommended the closure of
the 23 mines. :

N

Barbers, chairman t?f the House dan-
gerous drugs committee, noted it ig very
“disturbing” to learn that Jasareno was

hired by no less th

an Lopez herself and

“equally disturbing” was her appoint-

ment of him as heg

d of the audit team to

probe the mining firms.

“Such
who was supposed

hypocrisy cofping from the one

to make sure that min-

ing laws are followed aiid implemented,”
Barbers noted, as he urged Lopez to be
“fair and investigate her confidante with
the same zeal and vigo‘fr" as she had dis-
played in her dealing with mining firms.

”

asareno knew all too well that the vio-

lations were happening under his watch

- for several years
turned a blind eye

— but he deliberately
on Fhese violations,”

the Mindanao lawmaker stressed.
“Gross negligence at the very least,
8ross incompetence at worse and con-

nivance at worst,

whiph one is it, Mr.

Jasareno? And how about those mining

companies which
whose owners are
Jasareno?” Barbers

were not closed and
known friends of Mr.
asked.

He lamented that Lopez has “put the
blame entirely on the erting mining com-
panies without Iooking at the root cause

of the problem, whi
overnight.”

ch did notjust happen

He urged Lopez to “open her eyes if
she really wants to reform the graft-laden

agency.”

“Iurge Secretary Lops}.-z to turn her at-
tention to the contributing factor for thege

environmental vipl

ations. I am referring

to the corrupt MGB under Jasareno, the

Malacafiang-dism

issed‘ DENR under-
secretary,” Barbers
said in a statement,
“It is very sad
and unfortunate
for the country that |
despite being dis-
missed by no less
than the President,
Sec‘retary Lopez
still retained Jasare-
no as her confidante
and‘consultant,” he
added. B
Meanwhile,
env‘ironmentalist
group Kalikasan
People’s Network
for the Environ-
ment (Kalikasan
PNE) has assailed
Malacafiang for
with:drawing Lo-

pez’s order.

— With Artemio
Dumlao, Louise
Mau;reen Simeon

|
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President has final

)

TSP

say — DENR chief

By CHRISTINA MENDEZ
and ALEXIS ROMEROC

President Duterte has the
final say on the fate of 23
mines ordered closed for op-
erating in or near watersheds,
Envirenment and Natural
Resources Secretary Gina
Lopez said yesterday, as she
rebuffed criticism from a min-
ing industry group that she
had sidestepped procedures
in issuing the order.

In a briefing, Lopez said
her closure order on 23 of
the country’s 41 mines was
aboveboard. She also ordered
the suspension of operations
in five mines.

“It's totally in my right to
close down the mines,” Lopez
said.

The mines ordered closed
account for half of the nickel
ore output by the world's top
supplier of the metal. Of the
23 mines, 15 are within water-
shed areas.

However, sources told
Renters that a team that re-
viewed an audit of the coun-
try’s mines recommended sus-
pension of operations and pay-
ment of fines for environmental
violations, rather than closures.

Turn to Page 16
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“It would take a miracle to
convince me to allow mining
in watersheds. As far as I know
it’s against the law. It's against
social justice, it's against the
Constitution. He {(Duterte)
said ‘I agree there should be
no mining in watersheds,””

" she stressed.

Anenvironmentalist, Lopez
said the miners could appeal
her. decision to the Office of
the' President. If they fail to
convince Duterte to withdraw
the, DENR order, the mining
firms are likely to turn to the
courts for help.
~ Ordered closed include
mines operated by Hinatuan
Mining Corp, a unit of top
Philippine nickel ore producer
Nickel Asia Corp., and Ben-
guetCorp Nickel Mines Inc.

The Chamber of Mines of
the Philippines is pushing for
the release of the audit used
by the DENR to justify the
closure.

“We are not just requesting
for the mere summation of
the audit results. We need the
actual test results which were
used as bases for determining
whether or not these mining
firms have violated environ-
mental regulations,” Artemio
Disini, the chamber’s chair-
man, said in a statement on
Thursday.

“The executive branch
has been advocating trans-
parency in its policies and
programs and on this basis,
we feel we have the right to
know the process involved
and the results of the audit,”
Disini.said. Lopez promised
to provide all the information
the group needed.

The DENR chief also re-
jected claims that the closure
would affect some 195,000
direct and indirect workers
and their families or a total of
1.2 million people.

Citing statistics, Lopez said
the mining industR: contribut-
ed P82.4 billion to the economy
as of 2014, while the tourism
industry churned out P982
billion in the same period and
created 4.7 million jobs.

“So, where I feel we should
go in terms of area develop-
ment is we have to look at the
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operatlonb She saigithe envi-

specialness of each and ‘every
part of the Philippines and de-
velop that area for the people
of that area,” she said.

Lopez also reiterated her
opposition to the operations of

. the $5.9-billion mining project

of Sagittarius Mines Inc. in
Tampakan, South Cotabalo,
where operations would cover
the size of seven football fields:

“All mines at one pomt in
time take a crack. I mean, even
Philex ~ which was a poster

boy of mining ~had.a crack a

few years back,” she said. -

“So we are sacrificing the
food basket of Mindanao for
nothing. We might not even
get any money ‘there because
we can't get anything un-
less there’s a windfall profit.
That's why... that's how the
agreement was designed, it's
so unfair. That was my story,”

Lopez said.

Corruption

She also revealed there is
“serious” corruption in her
department as she revealed
an attempt by a mining firm
to offer her millions of pesos
to sign some papers.

Lopez said the owner of a
mining company coursed the
offer through a friend but she
did not name names.

“A friend went to me and
then she said, Gina if you sign
this paper, the person (who)
owns the mine, he didn't tell
me, will give me.P6 million a
month,” she told repérters.

“The role of government is
to play the middle path, you
know. If you co-opt your role to
the side of big business, who is

going to protect the poor? How -

will the poor ever stand against
big political, big business inter-
ests?” Lopez said.

“The only institution, the
only entity that can stand
against political and business
interest is the government.
And if we co-opt our role to
the side of big business, what's
going to happen to these guys?
The farmers and fishermen
who have been suffering for
decades,” she added.

Lopez said corruption in
her agency allowed errant
mining firms to continue their

! 'ronmenlfal destrucﬁgm caused

by 1rresp0r151ble mjning firms
would not have happened had
people from the environment
departqent and the Mines and
Geosciences Bureau performed
their job with integrity.

- “I think it's serious. That's
why I w:ant to clean it up right
away. I'm very careful about
the money... 'm really strict.
If they [don’t do what they
promise to do in the planning..,
out, out, go away, bye-bye,”
Lopez said.

Lopez said while the en-
v1r0nm7ent department has
“very, very good employees
theré are some who “are not

really good at all.”

“Anything that entails regu-

lation, there will always be some
people \who would want to
make money,” she said. “I fault
the government for not being
strictin implemenhnz, rules.”
She is optimistic that she
would be able to make a differ-
ence in Fhe agency in one year.
Lopez also said her an-
nouncement of the closure
order came days after the
completion of the technical
committee report, as she had to
follow ¢ some legal procedures
recommended by lawyers.
”WHen thé press con was
done, the evaluations have
been cornpleted days before.
What happened was an omni-
bus dlrectlve It was prepared
for all mining companies and
our lawyers have decided
it should be issued to indi-
vidual-mining companies.
That’s\ why there s been a

'delay, ' she said.

Thls‘ means each of the 28
mining firms would be fur-
nished|a copy of the suspen-
sion order as well as the audit
1ep0rt ‘within the day.

a press conference last
Thursday, the DENR an-
nounced the closure of 21
mining firms, which suppos-
edly failed the DENR’s audit.
The agency later corrected its
announcement and said that 28
firms falled the test.

But despite the DENR's
announcement, the mining
firms continue to operale as
no suspension order has been
released by the department.
- With Elizabeth Marcelo,
Re‘uteTS



b Y

W3y

DATE UPPER HALF

BANNER STORY

PACE OWER HALE

STRATEGIL COMMUNICATION AND lNlFlATlVl',S SERVICE

0

Mines gain
reprieve

Palace lets 28 firms

comply first before
suspension or closure

N{John Paolo Bencito, Anna Leah E. Gonzales and

ricel V. Cruz

RESIDENT Rodrigo Duterte and his
Cabinet will observe due process before
shutting down or suspending 28 mining

sites In 10 provinces, a Palace spokesman said

Thursday.

In a statement, Presidential
Spokesman Ermesto Abella said
mining companies subject to clo-
sure or suspension for vielating
environmental regulations will be
given an opportunity to dispute
the mining audit undertaken by
the Department of the Environ-
ment and Natural Resources, the
results of which have not yet been
madle public.

Abella said the mining compa-

i nies. would also be able to under-

take “the nccessary remedics (o
ensure compliance with govern-
mertt standards.”

“The Department of Finance
shall bhave finther discussions
with the DENR in their capaci-
ties as concerned government
agencies of the Mining Industry
Coordinating Council [MICC].”
Abella.said.

Last week, Environment Scc-
retary Gina Lopez announced the

closure of 23 mining companies
and the suspension of five others,
citing the results of a mining audit
that she has not made public. The
move would throw 19,000 work-
ers out of a job, and hurt tens of]
thousands of others who indirect-|
ly benefit from the mining opera-|
tions in their communities.

On Thursday, Lopez -admitted

that she disregarded the recom-
mendation of a technical review
committee to merely suspend
spme mining companies.

In an interview at the Palace,
Lopez confirmed reports that the
technical review committee she
created in November 2016 rec-‘
ommended only a maximum of

“suspension and fines,” and that
she decided to close 23 of them
on her own.

“Yeah that’s true,” Lopez told
repotters. “[The recommendation

Next page
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suspension and fines ... and
fines don’t go to the com-
nity; it goes to the national
ernment, it’s so unfair.”
Lopez said she “didn’t agree
itl” with the recommendation
just impose fines on mining
npanies that allegedly com-
tted environmental viola-
ns.

Asked for the basis of her clo-
re orders, Lopez pointed at
rself,

‘Blame me. Not even Leo
sareno], it’s my decision,”
¢ added, referring to the dis-
ssed former Environment un-
eseoretary who led the min-
b audit.

Carlier this week, the Finance
partment voiced worries that
: closures would cripple the
:al government units that rely
avily on the taxes and fees
id by the mining companies
- their revenues,

Social Welfare Secretary
dy ‘Taguiwalo said her depart-

mber of workers a.... .he jobs
huld only be temporary.
Finance Secretary Carlos
ominguez, who has been vo-
| on the financial impact of
e mine closures, said Thurs-
iy he had no mining interests.
e said his only involvement in
¢ mining industry was when
: headed Philippine Associat-
| Sraeiting and Refining Corp.
1999 and 2003 and in 2006,
her he rehabilitated Rapu-
apu mine.

“Since then, I have nothing
v de with mines. T do not have
lining interest 1 personally
ave no investment in mine. I
ave shares in stocks in mines,”
e added.

Journalists covering Lopez’s
losure announcement asked
or copies of the mining audit,
ut she refused, saying that they
o not have te “be privy to the

ent will conduct a & vey to.
termine the extent 0, bless-
ss that would resul*  om the
ning elosues.

Labor Secrctary lvestre
tllo 11T said that le his
partment has an [gency
s program in plac would
iy be able to absar  .imited

Mines...

From Al

processes” on which she made

“her decisions.

On Wednesday, Lopez at-
tended a hearing of the Senate
labor committee, which con-
vened to find ways to address
the plight of mining workers
who would be rendered jobless
as a result of the mine closures.

Lopez said the government
would spend P8 billion to build
“blue lagoons, enchanted riv-
ers” in ecological zones where
displaced mining  workers

"would be hired.

But the chairman of the com-
mittee, Senator Joel Villanueva,
said the government needed to
“get their act together” because
16,000 jobless miners was “not
a small number.”

Surigao Rep. Robert Ace Bar-
bers told Lopez to develop her
“green economy” first before
throwing tens of thousands of
miners out of work.

“Put up your ‘green econo-
my’ first, develop it and employ
these people, then you can tell
the mining companies to stop,”
Barbers said.

The Chamber of Mines of
the Philippines accused Lopez
of “condemning to poverty
more than 1.2- million Filipinos
whose livelihood depend on le-
gitimate, permitted mining” -

It added that Lopez “is slow-
ly killing an industry that has
faithfully paid billions in taxes
and fees annually,” referring to
the P10.1 billion in tax revenues
collected by the government
from the mining sector in 2015.

The mining operations : ot-

- dered ciosed down or suspended

account for 46 percent or P4.6
billion of these tax revenues, the
chamber said.

Moreover, about $22 billion
in mining investments will be
put on hold as a result of Lopez’s
move, the chamber added,

“When faced with the fact
that almost all of our member-
companies’ mining operations
met the standards and received
the certification of ISO 14001,
she launched her own four-
day audit and packed the audit
teams with anti-mining NGOs,”

the industry association said.

“That she uses the results of
this second audit rather than
the results of the ISO standards
reveal her inherent bias against
the industry as a whole” the
chamber said. “Worse, Presi-
«dent Rodrigo Duterte’s ap:
pointee Undersecretary and
Concurrent MGB (Mines and
Geosciences Bureau) Director
Mario Luis Jacinto and his team
are being ignored. They were
cven banned from last Thurs-
day’s press conference, [which
only included] anti-mining |
NGOs.”

The chamber on Thursday re-
iterated its request to see the re-
sults of the DENR mining audit.

“We are not just requesting
for the mere summation of the
audit results, We need the actual

test results which were used as
bases for determining whether
or not these mining firms have
violated environmental regula-
tions,” said the chamber’s chair-
man, Artemio Disind.

The group wants to see that
water and air quality test, sil-
tation test, proper solid waste
management and other perti-
nent and standardized tests as
prescribed by law were done.

* The DENR needs to show

us that these tests were conduct- P

ed in each mining company and i
the specific ﬁndings that merlt—
ed their suspension or c]osure
he added.

The chamber said it is askmm

for the results 1n the spirit of
fairness and transparency.

The Palace intervention in
the controversial closure and
suspension orders lifted stock
prices Thursday, after two suct
cessive days of losses. . ‘

The PSE Index gained 17.34
points to 7,252.66. The Mining
and Qil index pained 238.05
points or 1.99 percent to close at
12,209.90.

Also on Thursday, the Phll-
ippine Business for Envu'on-
mental Stewardship (PBEST),
a non-government orgamzatlon
criticized what it described as
the “divisive” leadership of
Lopez at the DENR.

“The sound management of
the environment requires the

involvement and cooperation
of people and communities,
not antagonism and animosity,”
said lawyer Ysan Castillo, sec-
retary general of PBEST.

“We live in one big ecosys-
tem, where everything and
everyone is interconnected,
We need a type of governance
that is inclusive, not just of the
marginalized, but of all, in-
cluding those perceived to be-
the ones destroying the envi-
ronment.” With Gabrielle H,
Binaday
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. its tailings pond overflowed and damaged several hectares of]

The environmental cost
of irresponsible mining

HE planned closure of 23 mines by the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has gener-

ated objections from mining companies. The Secretary
of Finance has estimated that the closure will cost the govern-

ment P6534 million in taxes. What surprises me is that he failed |

to compute the cost to the environment.

This cost to the environment including its impact on the re-
sources that are used by the people should be estimated in
order to be fuir to the DENR. Degradation of the environment
is visible to any one in many mining areas. What many people
fail to understand is that once the environment is degraded, it
will take decades and even centuries, to recover and become
functional and productive again,

Two examples in my experience come to mind. In the late

1970s and carly 1980s, the Pagatban River in southern Negros |
Oriental lost its biodiversity when its lower reaches were vir-
tually converted to mud. I have picture of my youngest son,
showing the muddy substrate up to his waist. The mine tail-;
ings not only damaged the river but also killed the productive
coral reef some few hundred meters from the river mouth. To-
day, this reef no longer exists, and people have lost the site as
fishing area for small-scale fishermen. The river has recovered
slowly but some important fish species are gone.
The second example is the mining operation in Sipalay, Ne-
gros Occidental. Due to negligence of the mining company,

productive rice fields,

It is important that in assessing mining operations the impor-
tant values of the environment must be taken into considera-
tion and not only the financial aspects of mining operations.
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MINES STAY OPEN

By Efren Montano

PRESIDENT Rodrigo
Duterte has the final say
on the closure of the 23
mining firms pending
their appeal before the
Office of the President,
Environment Secretary
Regina “Gina” Lopez
told Palace reportérsyes:
terday.

Lopez sajd at the Pal-
acebriefing yesterday that
the closure 6rder against

the23 mining firms could -

only be carried out once
the Presidenthas decided
on their appeals,

"It only takes effect
when it’s rendered final
by the President. For ex-
ample, they can appeal.
When the President says
to close it, then it's final ”
Lopez said

Lopezstresséd that the

mining firms could con-

tinue their operations
pending their appeal

“When they appeal to
the President, the mines
still continue their opera-
tions while it'sonappeal.
Then when the Presiderit
(ru.les on)thea ul:;pe:al then
it's final then ey can go
to court,” she said.

Lopez ordered -last
February 2 the shutdown
of23 mmmg firms, main-
ly those ruining watershed
areas and doing “indis-
criminate rnang

“It is time for social
justice. You cannot run
your business-and affect
our farmers. dnd fisher-

_“men. This is not accept-
“-able under the Duterte

administration and not
acceptable under the
DENR (Department of
Environment and Natu-
ral Resources),” she said.

Presidential Spokes-

man Ermesto Abella said
Duterte and his Cabinet
had agreed to observedue
process in the closure of
the mining firms.

“This means compa-
nies affected by mining
closures for viclations of

_environmental laws and

regulations will be given
the :}ipportumty to re-
spond or dispute the au-
dit, ormake the necessary

_remedies to' ensure com-

pliance with government
standards,” Abella said.
Lopez however insist-

ed that due process was

followed in the miining
audit.

“I have followed the
ruleof law atevery single,
single step of the way,”
the DENR chief said.

Mines group
statement
The Chamber of Mines

. |
comprises

thanks President Rodri-
go Duter'te and the Cab-
inet for deciding to ob-
serve due process with
regard to the mining is-

sue. |
Wewelcome the deci-

.sion as this gives hope to

communities
of the many
womenand menwhorely
on the industry for their
living. )) ‘

We commit to work
closely thh government
and the Minerals Indus-
try Coerdinating Coun-
cil regardlng issues
raised tg ensure that a
fair and just conclusion
to the mines audit is

our lmmn

reached. |

We have not wavered
mourcomnuhnenttocon-
tinue being significant
contributors to nation-
building| and inclusive
growth,

58 SERVICE
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Lopez firm Vs mlnlng in watersheds

President Duterte is backing
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources Secretary Gina
Lopez to keep the precious wa-
tersheds “off limits” to destructive
mining operations.

Lopez affirmed that the closure
of mining operations in watersheds

was non-negotiable, adding she -

has the support of the President on
protecting this. natural resource.
"Tt-would take a miracle to con-
vince me to allow mining in water-
sheds because as far as 1 know it's

agalnst the law. It's against social
justice, it's against the Constitu-
tion to allow any Kind of extractive

industry inside the watershed,”
Lopez said In a Palace press con--

ference,

“In the Cabinet meetmg, his
last clasing remark in front of ev-
eryone '1 agree that there should

be no mining in watersheds,” she -

added, referring to the President’s

position on the mining issue.
After months of audit, Lopez

recently announced the closure of

- necessary

23 large-scale mining operations
and suspension of five others for
alleged wolatlon of the country’s
mining and epwronmental laws.
Mining companies, however,
complained they were not given
due process and urged the Presi-
dent to intérvene. The Palace later

. assured that these firms will be

given a chance to respond or dis-
pute with the audit or make the
rgmedles to ensure
eompliance with government stan-
dards. (Genalyn D. Kabiling)




Shutdown ng 28 minahan tuloy - Lopez

Nilinaw kahapon ni
Environment Sec. Gina
Lopez kahapan na ipatitigil
pa rin niya ang operasyon
ng mga minahang nasa
watershed areas, Kahit
Ipinag-utos ng Palasyo na
pansamantatang itigil ang
pagpatutupad ng “suspen-
sion and shutdown orders”
laban sa 28 na malalaking
minahan sa bansa.

Ayon kay Lopez, ka-
linim ng Department of
Environment and National
Resources (DENR), ang
pagsara sa mga minahan
na nasa watershed areas
ay “non-negotiable” atiginiit

niyang suportado ni Pangu- -

leng Duterte ang kanyang
desisyon.

"I would take a miracle
to convince me to allow
mining in watersheds. As
far as | know it's against the
faw. It's against social jus-
fice, it's against the cons-
fitution. He (Duterte) said
| agree there should be no
mining in watersheds,” sabi
ni Lopez.

Sinabi pa ng DENR
chief, 15 sa28namga mina-
han na kanyangipinasasara
ay nasa walershed areas.

Ipinasuspinde muna
ng Palasyo at ng Gabinete
ang “closure at suspension

orders’ ni Lopez atayon sa
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DOF, pag-aaralan muna
ang pasya ng kalihim. |
Sinisiguro lamang
umano ng Malacafnang
ang “due process” [sa
pagpapasara sa aabot sa
28 minahan na umang'y
hindi nakasunod sa mga
Eatakaran sa pagmimina,
atay sa mining audit na
isinagawa ng DENR.
Inanunsyo ni Lopez
naong February 2 ang
resulta ng mining atdit
na nagpapakitang mahigit
sa kalahati ng bilang ng
mga malalaking minahan
sa bansa ay bumagsak
sa patakarah ng DENR.
(Rudy Andal)
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DU30 orders ‘due process’ =
on DENR’s mine closures

By Ted Tuvera

President Duterte has ordercd vhe cepariment of
Envirohment, and Natural Resources (DENR) to observe “due
process” before implementing its directive 10 shut down or
suspend 28 mining sites across the couniry. the Palace said in @
statement.

sMembers of the Cabinet have expressed their full support
behind President Duterte’s decision,” the stavement read.

Environment and Natural Resources Secretary Regina Lopez,
however, insisted due process was obse rved in the industry-wide
andit on mining operations that resulied in its actions.

“The DENR's move ... has triggered outrage in communities
hosting mining sites, as some 195,000 direct and indirect workers
and their families, or a total of some 1.2 million people. would
be adversely affected by the closure and suspensions of the
mine sites,” the Palace said.

«Malacafiang has swillly moved to calm fears of massive
layoffs in communities affected by Lopez’s sudden move to close
down or suspend mining operations in 10 provinces across the

. Turr: o page J




K

LOWER HALF

'I

COPPERAALF

‘OB oROUIS

Ve p «-ss

“Yuines

From page 1

country, after several Cabinet
officials expressed concern over
the detrimental impact of her
deecision, which she had apparently
kept to herself and even excluded
members of the Mines and
Geosciences Bureau {MGB) team
that conducted the audit, as well
as the panel that reviewed the
audit findings,” it said.

The Chamber of Mines of the
Philippines {(COMP), the umbrella

| group of 26 .of the biggest local

miners, lauded the Palace
statement.
“The Chamber of Mines thanks

President Rodrigo Duterte and the

¢ Cabinet for deciding to observe due
. process with regard to the mining

' issue,”
. read.

a statement of the group

The Palace demsnon gives hope
to our mining communities
comprised of the many women and
men who rely on the industry for
their living.”

The Mining Industry
Coordinating Council (MICC), co-
chaired by Lopez and Finance
Secretary Carlos G. Dominguez I1l
met yesterday afternoon to thresh
out concerns regarding the DENR
order.

“Members of the Cabinet have
expressed their full support behind
President Duterte's decision to
observe due process before
implementing a directive of the
{DENR] to shut down or suspend
28 mining sites across the country,”
the Department of Finance (DoF)
added in a statement.

The DoF says the DENR
decision “triggered outrage in

communities hosting mining ,SItGS,‘,
as some 195,000 direct and indirect
workers and their families, or a-
total of some 1.2 million people,
would be adversely affected by the
closure’ and suspensions of the
mine sites.” et
Lopez has different take
Lopez denied in a press

conference at Malacafiang that her® " A5ia’s*

supposedly partl:y owned by
Dominguez.
Lopez reported that the -total

. size of the open mmmg pit in

’I‘ampakan which is a deposit of
|
large copper and gold orebody is
;. equivalent to 700 football fields.
.8MI is.-geared to spend..$5.9
b1l1|0n to dig into one of Sontheast
largest virgin natural

declsloq was not made abriipfly and-+» regources that: oould supply some

that the DoF's sentiment is not;
actually, shared by the Pres;dent

“What happened there (dunng 3

the DENR’s decisien:making:
process) was they, want, to make,
sure that [ followed rule of law and
I did,” Lopez told reporters. - -
Lopez said that the 23 mining_
firms she ordered closed “raped”
the environment and deprwe‘d the”

lil

-11.6 million tons of copper and 4.6
mllhon ounces 01‘ gold

Lopez-also bared corrupt
practices done by her subordinates
in the provinces, saying that if only
she could shoot them, she actually
- will,

Lopez said that. there were
tlmes wherein her actua! staff
‘members tried to lextort monay

citizens - especially the mdlgenous' rfrom miners whlle othar DENR

peoples‘— of “social justiee.” .,
She stressed further that Mr.

Dut.erte will always have the'last’’

say in approvmg or denying the ’
DENR'S recommendations.

. - officials abused. therlr authoritv to

grab lands.’
“41 asked“one of iy staff to go
there and please check up on this

, .Inine... then the mlher came back

Now, if they don't agree and T "t e’ the ‘rieit day, and then, he

think they don’t agree, is thatthey !

will appeal. So when they appeal .

to the President, the mine still

contmues operation while it's on

appeal,” he added, :
Howéver, in actual practice, even

still be pontested before and shall
be decided upon by the Supreme
Court. |

Notably, Lopez was passionate
in slamming the Tampakan mine
operations — that encompasses the
provinées of South Cotabato,
Sarangani, Sultan Kudarat and
Davao del Sur — which turns out
to be & project initiated by the
Sagittarius Mining Inc. (SMI), a firm

‘8hid, lie was asked for a bribe of

B30 rmlhon she said,
“There were |even DENR

: offxclals who have titled -land to
. themselves, it's dlsgustlng, Lopez

‘ .. added.
the Chief Executive's decision could”™ -

As a matter [of fact, she
confessed that there was one time
seduced by a friend to receive
bribe money in exchange for DENR
favors. ‘

“A friend went to me and then
she said: “Gina, if you sign this
papér, the perso‘ri owning the
mine..." He didn't|even_ tell me...
“Will give me six ngllion a month.”
Six- million a month, wow!" the
DENR chief said w‘ith' conviction.

e

DU30 orders ‘due process'
on DENR’s mine closures




3 ames

SO

(M0 VE Wy s SEEY Fart e

ﬁy Ronnel W, Domingo
and Leila B. Salaverria
@Team_Inquirer

* Miners have invoked freedom

of information in requesting
the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural. Resources
(DENR) to fully disclgéé the au-
dit of mines that led to the or-
der for the closure of 23 pro-
jects and the suspension of five
others.

In a two-page filing, .the
Chamber of Mines of the

" Philippines (COMP) cited Exec-

utive Order No. 2 issued in 2016
and DENR Administrative Or-
der No. 2016-19, both providing
guidelines for the right to full
disclosure and transparency of
public transactions.

The chamber asked the
DENR to pravide it with copies
of the mine audit reports per-
taining to 29 mining compa-
nies, including one whose
mines’ status was “deferred.”

COMP also sought copies of
the recommendations of the
DENR technical review com-

" mittee for the 28 mines. The

committee was tasked with go-

ing over the results of the mme
audit,

AND

Frse— LT r T R o

'CLOSURE, SUSPENSION ORDERS

MINERS WANT FULL IlISI}I.llSIJHE OF DENR
AUDIT, INVOKE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

Environmental tests

“We need the actual test re-
sults which were used as bas“es
for determmmg whether these
mining firms have violated en-
vironmental regulatlons "
COMP chair Artemio DlSlhl
said in a statement.

Disini said the mining com-
panies wanted to see that wat%zr
and air quality tests, siltation
test, proper solid waste mah-
agement and other pertmept
and standardized tests—as

|
prescrlbed by law—were done
“The chamber is asking fPr
these in the spirit of fairness
and transparency,” he said.

Environment Secretary Gi-
na Lopez said the closure ord‘Fr
for 23 mines would not be im-
plemented while the comp5~
nies were appealing the direc-
tive to President Duterte, who
would hand down the final de-
cision on the matter.

Lopez nevertheless stood
pat on her decision to stop the
mining operations, especially
those in watershed areas,

She said that during the
Cabinet meeting earlier this

" week, what was agreed up&n

was ‘that dug: process and the
rule of law would bé followed
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rva Vizeaya province, undergoes a security check before
ering the mining site in Didipio village. —~MELVIN GAscON

with regard to the mines,

That was precisely what she
did “at.every single, single, sin-
gle, single, single step of the
way” when she ordered the clo-
sure of the mines, Lopez said.

But the owners of the
mines could still appeal her de-
cision to Mr. Duterte,

“So, when they appeal to
the President, the mine still
continues operation while it’s
on appeal,” she said. “It only
takes effect when it's rendered
final by the President.”

Watershed areas

Fifteen of the 23 mines are

within watershed areas.

Lopez said her order to shut
mines operating in watersheds
had the backing of the President.

“It would take a miracle to
convince me to allow mining in
watersheds. As far as I know
it's against the law... against
the Constitution. He (Duterte)
said ‘T agree there should be no
mining in watersheds,” Lopez
said at a media briefing.

Should the President uphold
her decision, it would be imple-

mented even if the mining firms -

elevated the matter to the courts,

“But when they go to court,’

they have to stop the mine. 1
can use the rehab funds. That's
what I want to do. There's so
much money there. I want to
use their money,” she said.

Social justice
Lopez announced last week
her decision to shut down 23

mines for “indiscriminate min- -

ing” that ruined watershed ar-
eas. Her decision to close down
the mines, she also said, was
“social justice.”

She said on Thursday that
she first issued an omnibus or-
der for the closure, but was later

advised that she had to issue in- .

dividual closure orders. As of
Thursday, she had signed 12 or-
ders.

Her closure order had min- =

ing firms up in arms, and they

workers
and their dependents--would
ose their jobs if the operations
were to close down.

But Lopez disputed this on
hursday, saying that as of

. 2014, the mining industry had

provided only 235,000 jobs.

-warned that some 1.2 million -
. people—including

“So I honestly don't know

where they're getting this

pumber of 1.2 [million],” she

added.

count for half of nickel ore out-

put by the world’s top supplier

of the metal.

The mining firms are hop-
ing that the interagency Mining
Industry Coordinating Council
MICC) would reverse Lopez's
c;)rders to close down the 23
mines and suspend five others.

The MICC can make only
recommendations regarding
the closure or suspension of
r‘nines, but the environment
secretary exercises the higher
authority, according to Lopez.
The “MICC is recommenda-

-tory. I make the decisions,” she

told the Inquirer. NG

The mines to be closed ac-




\wes® PACE

B

' 1 FRIDAY
February 10, 2017

iE

ining chamber seeks
ull disclosure of audit

Resources (DENR).

"We are not just requesting for
the mere summation of the audit
results. We need the actual test
results which were used as bases
for determining whether or not
these mining firms have violated

COMP chairman Artemnio Disini.
COMP issued the statement
after Environment and Natural
Resources Secretary Regina Paz
Lopez announced that the sus-
pension and cancellation orders
covering 28 mining companies
will be signed and released today.
She will release to the mining
industry the recommendations
submitted to her by the technical
committee, saying that “due pro-
cess was meticulously observed”
in the audit of all existing metallic
mines in the country.

environmental regulations,” said -

BY JAMES GALVEZ

& INING lobby Chamber of Mines of
| the Philippines {COMP) on Thurs-

i .day reiterated its call for a full dis-

losure of an industry-wide audit by the
Department of Environment and Natural

Because the team she formed
took longer than expected in going
through the mining operations,
the DENR chief said she personally
visited mine sites by helicopter to
come up with a decision.

Lopez said there were disagree-
ments between the audit team's
recommendations and her desire
to promote common good and
social justice.

In a press conference in Malaca-
fiang on Thursday, Lopez said
her order to close down mines
operating in watersheds is non-
negotiable that “it would take a
miracle to convince me to allow
mining in watersheds.”

Fifteen of the 23 mining op-
erations that were given the order
to close shop were operating in
functional watersheds.

“Asfaras[ knowit’s against the law.
It's against sodial justice; it's against
the constitution, He (Duterte) said ‘I
agree there should be no mining in

watersheds;” Lopez said.

‘COMP, however, said mining
companies will want to see that}
standardized tests as prescribed
by law were done covering air and
water quality, siltation and solid
waste management.

“The DENR needs to show us
that these tests were conducted in
each mining company and the spe‘-
dific findings that merited their sus‘-
pension or closure,” Disini said. The
chamber is asking for these in the
spirit of fairness and transparency.

“We continue to subscribe by
President Rodrigo Duterte’s march-
ing orders that we could mine for as
longas we follow thelaw and upholt‘:l
to the highest regard the tenets of re-
sponsible mining,” Disini said.

Earlier, Lopez said the mining
audit was fair and within the law
and that she did it to protect tHe_
present and future generations as
enshrined in the Mining Law and
the Philippine Constitution.

The audit results were criticized
by the mining sector, claiming the
audit lacked due process and would

lead to loss of employment and live-
lihood inaffected communities. The
closures would result in loss of tax
revenues against local governments
and the national coffers.

Lopez vowed that within two
years she will prove that a green
2CONOMYy can create more jobs
than mining could ever create.

While mining has indeed created
jobs, she stands firm that sustainable
economic development could be
achieved without destroying the envi-
ronmentand causing the peopletosuf-
fer, and thatan indlusive green economy
is way better an alternative to mining,

The issue is social justice and
not mining, she said. At the end
of the day, Lopez said she had “to
make the decisions based on teuth,
service and the common goad.”

Lopez earlier said she lacked
technical knowledge of the mining
industry, but the closure and suspen-
sion otders were done “to protect the
present and future generations.”

In an interview with ANC's Head-
start, Lopez said she did notknowabout
the technicalities of mining and refied

_on “someone who has the common

good in his hear,” which happened
to be former Mines and Geosdences
Bureau Director Leo Jasareno.

D INITIATIVES 5ER
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EDITORIAL

Backed by most members of
the Cabinet, Malacaﬁang stopped
yesterday the closure of dozens
of mining firms on orders of En-
vironment Secretary Gina Lopez.
Saying President Duterte has the
final say on the controversy, Lopez
bowed to the Palace order.

The issue is far from over, caus-
ing jitters in the industry, The
extractive industries have always
been controversial in this country
that has suffered its share of serij-
ous mining disasters. As in the
President’s policy on the use of
coal, however, a compromise will
have to be forged between the op-
posing views,

As the industry has pointed out,
every manmade product in this
world has a component extracted
'rom mines and other natural re.
sources. The mining industry is
one of the nation’s major employ-
ers and revenue earners, Relying
completely on imported minerals
is certain to increase the cost of
producing many items from elec-
tronic components to roads and
houses. :

On the other hand, environ-
ment warriors such as Gina Lopez
also have valid concerns about the

damage, often irreversible, that
mining inflicts on the environment
and even on public heaIFh. Open
Pit mines in particular are an ugly
sight. And small-scale operators
aren’t the only irresponsible min-
ers. Several of the majoq mining
disasters in this country and else-
wheére in the world 6ccurrqd at sites
operated by big mining firms,

A developing country, however,
needs raw materials fo':r many
things, arid the materials extracted
locally are naturally more afford-
able. Recycled materials are not
enough. But mining firms must

; \
persuade the government and the
public that there is such 3 thing
as responsible mining, and that
it is possible to restore tHe envi-
ronment once extraction activities
are over. The companies must also
reassure the nation that th:ey give
priority to their workers’ safety as
well as the health of communities
around the mines.

Arguments for and against min-
ing have been aired in the past
months, and it's time to end the
uncertainty gripping the in%iustry.
The Duterte administratior} must
forge a consensus and make up its
mind on its mining policy.
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Hindi na mapakikinabangan ang dalawang trak ng
minahan matapos itong sunugin ng mga rebeldeng NPA
sa kurbadang highway sa Barangay Ampucao sa bayan

ng ltogen, Benguet kahapon ng umaga. Kuha ni Andy
Zapata Jr.

UPPER HAL]

2 trak ng minahan sinsnog ng NPA

TUGUEGARAO CITY, Cagayan - Dalawang truck ng
Philex Mining Corp. na kargado ng copper ore na dadalhin

"sana sa San Fernando City sa La Unlon ang sinilaban ng

mga tebeldeng New People’s Army (NPA) sa kahabaan
ng highway sa Sitio Tupac, Barangay Ampicac sa bayan
ng ltogon, Benguet kahapon ng umaga. Bage sa police
report na nakarating sa Benguet Police Provincial Office,
hinarang ng mga rebelde sa 1Eala1m ng Chadli Molintas
Command-ang dalawang trak sa mnayong checkpoint saka
pinababa ang.dalawang driver na sma Rogelio dela Cruz
at Danilo Agittgub. Dinisarmahan din ng mga rebelde ang
sekyu-ng minahan na si Danny. Béy-an Nabatid na ang
Philex Mining Corp. ay hindi napasama sa 23 minahang
ipinasara ng DENR subalit. 1naakusahan naman ng mga
residente na’nagtatapon 50,000 toxm waste malapit sa
bayan ng Tuba noong 2012. Raymund Catmdig

LOWER HA! F
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PDU30, gabinete teka-teka
Sd mining closure nj Lopez

Ipinatigil ni Pangu-
long Rodrigo Duterte at
ng gabinete nito ang jm-
plementasyon ng closure
at suspension order nj
Environment Secrelary
Gina Lopez laban sa mga
minahan na lumabag sa
environment laws base sa
isinagawang audit ilang
buwan na ang nakaraap.

3a isang statement na
ipinalabas ng Department
of Finance (DOF), pag-
garalan muna ng pamaha-
laan ang pasya ng kalihim
ng DENR sa pagpapasara
at pagsuspinde sa opera-
syon ng 30 minahan sa
bansa dahil sa magiging
implikasyon nito sa cko-
ROMiya atsaisang milyong
kataong maapektuhan ng
pagsasara ngmga minahan.

Ipinaliwanag ng DOF
na gusto lang makatiyak

g pamahalaan na may
sinusunodna“dueproc&ss”
5a pagpasara sa 30 minahan
na umano’y hindi nakas;-
nod sa mga patakaran sa
pagmimina, batay sa min-
ing audit na isinagawa ng
DENR. “Members of tho
Cabinet have expressed
their full support behing
President Duterte’s deci-
sion (o observe due process
before implementing a di-
rective of the DENR to shut
down or suspend 28 mining
sites across the country,”
ayon sa DOF.

Noong Pebrero 2,
inanunsyo ni Lopez ang
resulta ng mining audit
na nagpapakitang mahigit
sa kalahati ng bilang ng
mga malalaking minahan
sa bansa ay bumagsak
sa patakaran ng DENR.
(Boyet Jadulco)
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MADAM, pakisama |
na ang mga SUWAPANG
,_ at KORAP na
i nagsasabing: This is MINE,
that is MINE, everything

is MINE, MINE MINE!

|

ang mg
IRRESPONSIBLE
MINERS!
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Enwronment Sec Glna Lopez | :
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€COo areas
in LGUs
pushed

By LIEZLE BASA INIGO -

LINGAYEN, Pangasinan — Gov-
ernor Amado 1. Espino I1I has ordered
concerned municipal and city officials to
establish and maintain protected ecologi-
cal areas in their respective localities.

Espino encouraged them to heed’
the call for environmental protection
through the establishment of eco-
protected areas.

Eco-protected areas support the
greening program of the provincial-
government and will contribute to the
overall efforts for the preservation and
conservation of natural resources as
well as to mitigate climate change,

“We are doing this for future gen-
erations,” Espino stressed, as he cited
Laoac town for developing a tree library,
where tree varieties are grown and
cultivated.

- The Pangasinan Association of Wa-
ter Districts, Inc. (PANAWAD) backed
the environmental protection thryst of
the provineial government, :

PANAWAD officials assured that
their organization will lead in instill-
ing awareness among households on
the importance of conserving water
resources,
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gnneth M. del Rosario -

he first thing you hear upon
arriving at the Langkawi-
Wildlife Park is the sound of
birds—some exotic, some
iljar; some huge, others small-
spme more “talkative" than
1s; but all colorful and lively.
1ffitting homage to what used
& the Langkawi Bird Paradise
ye being renamed to what itis
xd today.
e Langkawi Wildlife Park in
awi, Malaysia, is a 5.5-acre
Blishment which features the
‘gmentioned birds of different
zles, as well as several mam-
and reptilés from Malaysia,
ecast Asia, Africa, 'South
ica, Australia and Russia.
he park, which opened in
. has created an ambience of a
slcal rainforest Today, there
bout 150 different species of
als and birds,
's noteworthy how visitors
0 interact with many of the
als being kept there. One of
accoons was gamely playing
visitors. There were also op-
iities to feed the animals, in-

Exotlc birds greet you at the entrance of the Langkawi W!Idllfe Park wh|ch used tobea blrd

paradise before other animals were added to the mix.

cluding the macaws, which love
sunflower seeds and peanuts,
while the flamingos love fish pel-
lets,

Visitors can also opt tc watch
feeding times of the eagles and the
huge crocediles, which make the
visit all the more exciting, especial-
ly to chifdren. -

At one point during a visit, a

playful monkey snatched up an
eyeglass resting in the pocket of a
visitor who came to close to the
cage. It took the park personnel a
good 1o minutes before he was
able to convince the primate to
give back the eyeglass.”

Another highlight of the visit is
The Walk-in Aviary, which feature
many adorable and colorful “love

NGI(AWIWILDI.IFE PARK
is a must-visit place in

this quiet town

PHOTOS BY KENNETH M. DEL ROSARIO

birds” {aka Budgerigars).

There is a nice coffee shop at
the middle of the park, where visi-
l::ors who need torestabitcan geta
l"leany snack before finishing the
tour at the shopping outlet near
the exit.

In the quaint and quiet town of
Langkawl this is one of‘the must-
visit places on everyong's itinerary.
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Jacob, the raccoon, playfully interacts with visitors, even letting
them carry him for a photo opportunity

On of the rare and exotic birdsich can be found
in the wildlife park.
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Pagkawala ng
isang Havop

Maraming itinuturong dahilan ang animal
; extinction o *yung tuluyang pagkawala ng isang
hayop.

Pwedeng ‘natural” ang pagkawala nito tulad ng
biglaang pag-init at paglamig ng klima (climatic
changes).

Sa panahon ngayon, ang tao ang siyang sinisisi
kung bakit nagiging endangered {malapit nang
mawala) ang mga hayop.

Ang tao kasi ang responsible sa pagkasira ng
kanilang tirdhan. sobrang pangingisda at panga-
ngaso, polusyon, at iba pa.

Isa sa hayop na pinanghihinayangang nawala
dy ang Sabre-Tooth Cat/Lion. Nabuhay sila sa
mundo 55 million years o |1 thousand years ang

nakararaan,

Karne ang kinakain ng nasabing hayop na may
mahaba -at mala-kutsilyong wlis ng ngipin. Ka-
tawan ng isang 0so na may ulo ng isang lion ang
sinasabing hitsura nito.
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SUBIC BAY FREEPORT — This
dremier Freeport teeming with marsh-
lands and wildlife, joined the world-wide
celebration of the World Wetlands Day
through the Subic Bay Wetlands Cel-
zpration on Wednesday.

Known for its beautiful mangrove
forests, Subic Freeport celebrated the
wetlands day by holding a two-day semi-
aar thatincluded trainings for some 150
zmployees and environmental officers
‘tom various investors here.

el

ant saplings.

SBMA Administrator Wilma Eisma
nid the activity, spearheaded by the
gency’s Ecology Center is aimed
L cducating the participants on the
iportance of wetlands to the coastal
bmmunities, the environment and
arine life,

“We appreciate the participants
r sharing their time in raising public
wareness on the importance of the
etlands and contribute to the conser-
ation and protection of our mangrove
drests,” she said.

Ve b o

-

e I =

SBMA backs World Wetlanqi_s Day,

They also toured a mangrove forest -
n the second day where they helped

steps up eco preservation drive

Inside the Freeport’s Binictican-Malawaan

Mangrove Area, participants were divided into
groups: one group assigned to pick-up, identify
and record trash and garbage found inside the
mangrove area, and another to plant mangrove
samplings on vacant portions of the area,
Another group was assigned to count and
record how many living crustaceans they could
find in the selected one square meter-area of
the wetland to determine the biodiversity in
the area. .o
SBMA Ecology Center head Améthya Dela
Llana-Koval said the records will be used as

|

reference in formulating a mangrove manage-
ment plan that will define guidelines and poli-
ciesrelated to the protection and conservation
of all mangrove areas in the Freeport.

There is an estimated 62 hectares of wet-
lands in Subic Freeport located in Boton, Binic-
tican-Malav‘.raan, Triboa A, Triboa B, Nabasan
and Ilanin,;where 37 species of mangroves
are found and serve as feeding, spawning and
nursery grounds to many marine life and con-
sidered as nature’s buffér to natural hazards
such as ﬂoéding caused by storms, cyclones,
storm surges and tsunamis.
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Celia Esteban of PENRO, Atty Jen Go and daughter Gabby, and Manila Standard publisher Rolando
Estabillo lead the tree planting activity.

‘Manila Standard

From E16

both Estabillo and Valmorida recog-
.DENR Central Office mlght offer.

nize the importance of the tree plant-
ing activity in fostering stronger re-
lationship among Manila Standard
employees.

“This is a way to bond and at the
same time to give back to the com-
munity that supports Manila Stan-
dard. This project is not only for the
present but also for the future,” said
Estabillo.

Valmorida, for his part, said the
affair is a chance for the staff to be
together in doing something that ben-
efits the env1ronment

“Not only are we promoting catna-
raderie among our employees, we

are also giving them the privilege of

contributing something good to the
future of our country,” he said.

With the positive impact and devel-
opment “Adopt a Tree” has brought
to the environment and to the Manila
Standard family, Valmorida said they
intend to continue with the project in
the coming years.

“We have a plan to adopt an area in '

areas which our contacts|in

Or, perhaps, we can do river or codst-
al cleanups or mangrove plantmg
depending on what is pcrm1881b1e

‘sh.‘ared the Circulation chief.

“Format and name changes, not—

withstanding, Manila Standard, sifice
[

its inception in February 1987 con-
tinues to uphold the highest standard
in news reporting and information
dissemination. And with its CSR ini-
tiative, the newspaper is makiné a
real difference in the world, one pa-
per and one tree at a time.

The 'Adopt a Tree prcuect helps in fostenng

ctronger relationshin amane Manila Standard




LHE government has put up a tree-seed
center (TSC) in Minglanilla within the
123-hectare Cebu Experimental Forest
{which should ramp up support for long-
feforestation up to 2028.

18 TSC is the first in the Visayas and
s setting up of a similar TSC in Bislig,
o del Sur. Both were established by
osystems Research and Development
ta (ERDB), an attached agency of the
ytment of Environment and Natural
rces (DENR).
eprospect of reforestation in the Visayas
is bright, because the tree-seed center
tonly be for Region 7 [Cebu], but for the
[Visayas,” ERDB Executive Director Dr.
A, Adornado said.

he TSC is part of the forest-nursery
Tnization program in line with the en-
National Greening Program (NGP)
tomassively produce quality, disease-
seeds. It has a laboratory that may be
or testing germination of seeds. The
as TSCis just waiting for an occupancy
to start operation.

dilability of a variety of tree species
i enhanced as the TSC as the facility
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sayas tree-seed center to support |

will do seed exchange, according to Eh, ali.
cia L. Lustica, who heads the ERDB rvene - L
center in Cebu,

The CEF itself is situated in the Phiti.
pines’s first reforestation project, which i-
now a century old. This is the Osinens Iir
forestation Project, also the country’s oldeat
reforestation as established in January i916
and was a 2,710-hectare forest-reservo a1+
ran in earlier times by the Vatican koo ne
the Friar Land Estate,

Based on ERDB records, as of June 20015
Region 7 alone had sced collection aud CIMATIR,
of 1.222 million.

Seed requirements will increase ax 14~
ecutive Order 193 mandaled the extengion
of the NGP up to 2028, which envision -
wood and agroforestry product sell s
ficiency set at an annual production to;
get of 750,000 hectares of timbet, G000
hectares of coffee, and 3()() L000 hectars
of tuelwood.

Wood and paper produets produced i et
mated to be worth $900 million yearly.

Partners that may use Visayas ‘'S¢’ = !
production are DENR-ERDB's owu provin: i-i
city or municipal enviconmentand nat e -

ik ﬂ'ﬁ"n;_muﬂ h 2004

sunees offees (o), slate universilies ape
<legas connounity and people’s groups, and

wrsata, indusirial Frea plantations.

Tha'l'5C has aseeder aras where seceds ;e
sivtocontainers, wndae . :lvlﬂdllwmlgll
wisting fon growth, Gorminants are L ned
intasemllingsinthe growing arca. Inthe hand
aeinglaren, sunlightallows tor dyyving of the
sllings fon sturdiness.
RALT: FRDREasberaconducting vesearch

a8 sinee June 198G, overing amla,
paitanl dipreroca pehardwondand Lrep
L ixl'e::,). tarra, evdemic fren gpoieg,
re s biger grags, Nowers and honey o
beetion., 10 s also » site for alning Lo
coreaer hess on cave ecotonrisio and (o e
Cooanenyation,

Pregpite being considered o natjianal
B iape and o pratocted and forest-reg
santinn avea, i e Laeod weit b ilypeats of
ilegalloguing,

urforestissGllthireat eaed by illegal tiee
dingandcliavcoalentraction. hntormal ser
Hewend, taeming, wildlifehunting, cand, gravel
st Dl stone exteact and haniboeo Batvenl
S theaats We nced valialle ool v
vineps o fieht the thioarg”
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Rotary Club conducts tree-planting event

The Rotary Club of Man-
daluyong and United Ar-
chitects of the Philippines
{UAP)-Manila Maharlika
Chapter joined hands last
Jan. 28, 2017fo1 a tree plant-
ing event in Angat Water-
shed, Norzagaray, Bulacan
and a medical mission for
the Dumagat Tribe, indig-
enous people residing in the
area. This is UAP-Manila

Maharlika Chapter’s 7th
year of tree planting as part
of their advocacy of restora-
tion and protection of the
environment, but the first
time to do a medical mission
with the help and assistance
of the Rotary Club of Man-
daluyong.

The Rotary Club of Man-
daluyong, founded Dec.
4, 1963, has been at the

.

forefront of service to vari-
ous communities since its
inception. This is the first
joint project between the
two organizations.

Rotary brings together a
global network of volunteer
leaders dedicated to tackhpg
the world’s most pressing
humanitarian challcngés
Rotary connects 1.2 mllhon
members of more than 34,000

tin Norzagaray

Rotary clubs in 200 countries
and gcoglaphlcal areas. Their
work improves lives at both
the Jocal and international
levels, from helping families
in need in their own com-
munities to working toward
a poliv-free world. For more
information, visit Rotaryorg,.
To access broadcast quality
video footage and still pho-
tos, go to The Newsmakrel.
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ANg Naniiné vertical
Forest sa China

AANO nga ba lala-

banan ang problema

ng polusyon at ma-
ruming hangin sa isan
lungsod na may mahigit
milyong residente — af ha-
los wala rin lugar
para mapagtani-
man ng mga puno
at halaman?

Ang sagot, .
magpatayo ng gu-
bat na tumutubo
nanlg paitaas.

to ang ideya :
sa likod ng Nan- .
jing Vertical For-
est, na nakatak-
dang makompleto
sa taong 2018, at
makapagdadala
ng libo-libong
puno at halaman
sa highly popula-
ted na Pukou Dis-
trict ng lungsod,
para ma-absorb
ang tone-tone
ladang carbon di-
oxide (CO2) at
makapag-produce
na rin ng yaman
ng oxygen.

Idinisenyo ng sikat na
arkitektong si Stefano Boeri,
ang pambihirang gubat sa
katunayan isang pares ng
tore na babalutan ang kabu-
uan ng mga halaman. Ang
mas mataas sa dalawang
tore ay titindig n% 200 metro
ang taas; na may 35 palapag,
at magigin% tahanan ng iba’t
ibang establisimiyento mula

sa isang museo hanggang sa
isang private club sa bubong,
Ang mas malaking tore ay
magkakaroon din ng isang
architecture school na ang es-
pesyalidad ay pagbubuo ng

mga green building. Sa kabi-
lang dako, ang mas maliit na
estrukiura, na may sukat na
mabhigit 100 metro ang taas,
ay hihiranging Hyatt hotel na
aabot sa 250 guest room.
Hindi lang magiging
isang tourist aftraction an%
Nanjing Vertical Forest dahi
lubhang napakahalaga nito
sa environmental perspec-

tive. Magkakaroon ang es-
truktura ng 1,100 malalaki at
medium-sized ria mga puno
sa walong fagade ng dala-
wang tore, kasama na rin
ang 2,500 iba pang mga
mesemees halaman. Ina-
B asahang ma-
kapagbibigay
ang mga hala-
man ng 60 kilo
¥ ng oxygen ka-
ga araw ha-
s bang sinisipsi
: atnggmahigﬁ 2E
tonelada ng
carbon dioxide
kada taon.
Hindi ito
ang kauna-una
-hang vertical
forest na idi-
nisenyo at bi-
nuo ni Boeri.
Sa Milan, Italy
ay mayroon
din pares n
tore na katula
ng pinapla-
nong Nanjing
Towers. Nag-
simula  ang
ragpapatayo
nito noong 2%0&123& nakogv
pleto noong 2014, at sa nga-
yon ay ginawang residen-
tial structures. :
Gayonman, tinitiyak na
mas malaki ang ipatatayo sa
Nanjing project dahil ma-
giging doble ‘Lzmﬁ bilang ng
mga halamang ilalagay dito
at sadyang mas mataas ang
dalawang tore na bubuuin.

LOWER HALF
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You Only Live Once, This mantra has
kept the new millennial 'going. Unafraid
to pursue new adventures and savor
what life has to offer, they want to live
life to the fullest and share it with those

* who matter, using technology to do so.

Over the years, the Samsung Galaxy A

has been the smartphone for many who

fun in top bars, new restaurants, laid-
back beaches, or quaint neighborhood
coffee shops. ‘It has always had a
premium yet hip design, as well as great
features, at a reachable price range,

2015 - Access #theAlife

Designed for the young and the bold,
the Samsung Galaxy A captivated the
market with the Galaxy Ag and A7in 2015
- a blend of style and "performance
evident in the slim, stylish, and full metal
design; amazing selfie experience; and
super AMOLED display. Delighted users
discovered the joys, of creating wide
selfies and taking photos with the beauty
mode that impressed their friends,

206 - Sleek and Powerful

- In 2016, Samsung took things a notch
higher by retaining the same Galaxy A
§ attitude, but with improved features for
the Galaxy As and A7 that keep up with
the ever-changing and diverse tastes of
adventurous personalities. On top of the
new glass and' metal design, it houses
premium camera functions such as the
Quick Launch camera feature, its Shake-
Free OIS, and the camera's F/1.9 aperture
that lets you take crisp photos even in
low-light conditions. Compared to the
2015 version, the Galaxy A (2016} also
boosted its performance with the
convenience of the Fast-charging
feature, its Octa Core 1.6Ghz, the
Fingerprint' Scanner, and the LTE Dual
SIM that's expandable up to 128GB,

2017 - The Smartphone with Attitude

The Samsung Galaxy A's evolution
continues in 2017 with innovatiens that
are sure to once again captivate those
whose spirit for adventure knows no
bounds with the feature-packed Galaxy A
(2017},  These  smartphones can
accompany you even when you take a
roadtrip through dusty terrain, sweat it
out in a trek, or jump right in for a
refreshing dip in a river. Showeasing
features found in Samsupg's flagship
models, the Galaxy A (2017) is definitely
the smartphone with attitude.

The Galaxy A (2017) smartphones are

! %

aspire to get more out of life as they have -

- good as the rear camera, and are great

The Samsung Galaxy A Series Through The Years

Let's takealook back and see why this smartphone is for the young and adventurous

SAMSUNG

Galaxy A7 [[A5

2my

The A Series Evolution

SAMSUNG GALAXY A SERIES THROUGH THE YEARS. || This 20‘17, Samsung
unveiled the latest addition to the Galaxy A Seties - the smartphone with atti
the Galaxy A (2017). Every year, the Galaxy A is upgraded with mare features
with IP68 water and dust resistance, and a large 16MP selfie camera, The Sarr
Galaxy A (2017} is now available in Samsung Experience Stores and authorize
Samisung dealers. You may also check out both variants online tht“ough Lazad

battery for the Galaxy As (2017}
less down time and| promises |
active use, Easy to use and flex
Galaxy A (2017) is als$ equipped
convenience of the teversible Ut
C port, and comes cquipped w
SIM capability,

For those who are atways oi
the AWways on Displa‘y feature ic
quicky see the time and .
witlout waking up the smartpho

fefinitely, the Samsung Gala
gor a lm}g way over the years, ;
ne’ standards and redefine wh
}iéis allabout,

IP68 dust and water resistant as they're
able to withstand the cletnents such as
rain, sweat, sand, and dust, They can
even be submerged in up to 1.5 meters of
fresh watet for up to 30 minutes,

For & larger-than-life experience, the
Galaxy A (2017} smartphones are built
with a large 16MP selfie camera that can
easily capture images that are just as

alse in low-light conditions thanks to its
Fj1.9 aperture.

For an immersive experience, The
Galaxy A7 (2017) comes with a 57" streen,
inthree colors - Black Sky, Gold Sand, and .
the new exclusive Blue Mist. The Galaxy ' Given its ‘compelling feapy
Ag (2017) is built with a 5.2" screen and is 3alaxy A (2017) smartphones are
available in Black Sky and Gold Sand. asteal, with theGaIaxytAs (2017)
Both have a smooth metal frame and a3l 2t Pto,9g0 SRP and the Galaxy Ay
glass back that add o the overa’i Pa3.990 SRP.
premium look of the phone, with 7/ The Galaxy A (2017) smartph
camera protrusion that adds oA NOW available in Sam‘sul'lg Ex
smartphone's sleek design. J Stores and authorized ‘Samsung

To keep memories :Ali\rr:inphgydS and For more convenience, the g
videos, the Galaxy A (2017) boas;f""f?'lcd (zc)fy) smartphones are algo
internal storage and an wesom{ online in Lazada.
expandable storage of up «© 255Gf WWW'S"’"“sunEACOmfph/ASeriesg
Coupled with the Fast-Charging featur learn more,
the long-lasting 3,600mah battery f
the Galaxy Ay (20_?7) and the 3.ooon?\ ASC rgunlberSozo_

I s ;
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Manila Standard em-
ployees actively took part
in the first leg of the one-
day tree planting activ-
ity, which was then fol-
lowed by planting events
at Halamanang Pilipino
in Luneta Park, Manila;
Paco Park and Pook ni
Mariang Makiling in Los
Bafios, Laguna; Marikina
e, : Riverbanks in Marikina

D City in 2010 as part of the
(chsjé)jplzrgf:‘g%l:%c?#? U SOW. Empldyess of Advertising, Circulation government’s  rehabilita-
L ptaTree’tna bidto helplessen the effects of cimatec tion program following

the onslaught of Typhoon

T alo o

e

LY 25, 2L

4
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B Manila Standard...

“Adopt a Tree” proj-
ect’s sixth and latest
s‘ov'ving which happened
on July 23,2016 brought
Advertising, Circula-
tion, Editorial, Finance,
Human Resources, MIS,
Production and Purchas-
ing departments back to
Ipo Dam Watershed in
‘Brgy. San Mateo for the
third time.

Previously a lush range,

|the watershed has been
damndad Ao 4n Hllamal




- —————tn b

ISATE PPER 1A
EosT
PDAGE LOWER HA

IATIVES SEHR AL

By Bernadette Lunas

APER makes our company go
round. On it we print stories,

photos, page layout designs

and our finished product, the Manila

btandard newspaper. It is scattered in

gvery commer of our office and piles up
bn our tables.

"Thus it only seems appropriate that a company
vhose finished product is made of paper is committed

0 planting trees as its corporate social responsibility
CSR) project.

P

Planting for a greener future

Initiated by Circulation department head Edgar Val-
norida, Manila Standard’s “Adopt a Tree” project
icked off at Ipo Dam Watershed in Norzagaray, Bu-
facan on November 28, 2009.

P

“I first introduced the idea of planting a tree for
very new subscriber that will subseribe to then Ma-
Yila Standard Today,” said Valmorida in recollection,
ydding, “When I and former Advertising Manager L - . B
ina Versoza presented the idea to then President The sixth sowingofm\doptaTre{a'onJulyZB, 2016, was held at Ipo Dam

ind CEO Rogelio Salazar, he approved it and made Watershed in Norzagaray, Bulacan.
our CSR project.” . Turn to 16

LN
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Manila  Standard cm-
playees actively took part
in the first leg of the one-
day tree plamting acliv-
ity. which was then fol-
lowed by planting events
at. Halamanang Pilipino
in Luncta Park. Muanila;
Paco Park and Pook nj
Mariang Makiling in Los
Barios, Laguna; Marikina
Riverbanks in Marikina
City in 2010 as part of the
government’s rehabilita-
tion  program fellowing
the onslanght of Typhoon
Onday 1kat crippled the |
city: wmd again ar the
I.5-heetare Tand at Ipo
Lrum for another batch of
tree seedlings,

Manila Standard, 1ogether
with other companies, are
working togcther to help
the aren renen to ity origi-
nal, healthy stale,

With the help of several

“Adopt a Tree” proj-
ect’s  sixth and  luiest
sowing which happencd
on July 23, 2016 brouglu
Advertising, Circulu-
tion, Editorial, Finance,
Human Resources, MIS,
Production and Purchas-
ing departments back 10
[po Dam Watershed in
Brgy. San Mateo for the
third time.

Previously a tush range.
the watershed has been
denuded duc 1o illegul
ponchers, according 1o
Celia Esteban of (he #r0-
vincial Environment an
Natural Resources Office
{PENRO) of Bulacan. 13u1

public and private organi-
zations and corporations,
the newspaper was able to
mount its sixth trec planting
activities. And in gratitude
for their suppor, seedlings
were planted under the ad-

Ofﬁc‘ials of the Provincial Environment and Natural Resources {PENRO}
of Bulacan welcomed Manila Standard employees, ted by Atty. len Go
and publisher Rolando Estabillo, at ipo Dam Watershed,

verlisers and subscribers’s  size have a large carbon
respective names, fobtprint. Any steps they
can take to reduce those

Munila  Standard Pub- fobtprints are considered
lisher Rolando Estabillo bath good for the company
expressed pride in the com-  and the society as u whole.”
pany’s endeavor. “You will ‘
see however small it is, this Not only is Manila Stan-
symbolizes the imporlance dard replacing, so (o speak,
of public and private co- thg: paper it is using by
operation. It doesn’t have planting trees, but is also
to be a big project, it’s the working on reducing il
sincerity and consistency  other negative environmen-
[that count],” he enthused. tal impacts through its na-
ture-focused CSR project,

=

*With (this project) now
on is sixth sowing, you
can see that we are really
consistent in our effort to
help preserve Mother Na-  On top of helping con-
ture,” added Estabillo. serve and protect the en-

vironment and lessen the

In an article in Business effects of climate change.
News Daily, it stated that Tum to E10
“businesses. regardless. of, , . e

Bonding for stronger
relationship

e e LW T

35 Avenue, Diliman, Quezon_City

NATURAL RESOURCES

2015
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Estabilla lead the tree planting activity.

Celia Esteban of PENRO, Atty. Jen Go and daughter Gabby, and Manila Standa

| e
rd publisher Relando

Manila Standard...

From El6

both Estabillo and Valmorida recog-
nize the importance of the tree plant-
ing activity in fostering stronger re-
lationship among Manila Standard
employees.

“This is o way to bond and at the

same time to give back to the com-,

munity that supports Manila Stan-
dard. This project is not only for the
present but also for the future,” said
Estabillo.

Valmorida, for his part, said the
affair is a chance for the stafl to be
together in doing something that ben-
efits the environment,’

“Not only are we promoting cama-
raderie among our employees, we
are also giving them the privilege of
contributing something good 1o the

- future of our country,” he sitid.

Wit the positive impact and devel-
opment “Adopt a Tree™ has brought
to the environment and to the Manila
Standard family, Valmorida said they

intend to continue with the project in 3

the coming years.

“We have a plan to adopt un area in
Antipolo City. Or opt to plant in other

areas which our contacts in
DENR Central Office might offer.
Or, perhaps, we can do riveror coast-
al cleanups or mangrove planting
depending on what is permissible,”
shared the Circulation chicf)

Format and name changes, not-
withstanding, Manila Standard, since
its inception in February 1987, con-
tinues to uphold the highest|standard
in news reporting and inforimation
dissemination. And with its CSR ini-
tiative, the newspaper is making a
real difference in the world] one pa-
per and one tree at a time,

The ‘Adopt a Tree’ project helps In fo‘sterlng

employees.

stronger relationship among Manila Standard




