


i, Ck i,
W dien e -

of due

Y

et g -

e w N g e e
T e et e e

Palace assures miners
process

i~
[
i

T R R R
M e 3o

-
[N

By Marlon Rames
and Ronnel W. Dominge
@InquirerBiz
President Duterte and members
of his Cabinet assured mining
firms that they would be afford-
ed due process in the mining au-
dit being conducted by the De-
partment of Environment and
‘Natural Resources (DENR).
“This means companies af-
fected by mining closures for
violations of environmental
laws and regulations will be
given the opportunity to re-
spond or dispute the audit, or
make the necessary remedies to
ensure compliance with gov-
ernment standards,” presiden-
tial spokesperson Ernesto Abal-

la said in a statement.

He said the issue over the
decision of Environment Secre-
tary Gina Lopez to shut down
mining firms over violations of

environment laws was dis-
cussed during the Cabinet
meeting on Tuesday.

The Palace official said De-
partment of Finance officialg
would be meeting with their
counterparts in the DENR as
members of the Mining Indus-
try  Coordinating  Council
{MICC), ‘

Yesterday, Lopez said she
would sign and release within
the day orders for the suspen-
sion of 23 mines and closure of
five others after the affected
companies said they received

neither any notice nor results of
the mine audit. -

“When the press conference
was done (last Feb. 2), the evalu-
ations have been completed
days before,” Lopez said in a
statement. “What happened -
was an omnibus directive. It
was prepared for all mining
companies (but) our lawyers
have decided it should be is-
sued to individual mining com-
Panies. That's why there’s been
adelay.”

Lopez insisted that the mine
audit was “fair and within the
law,” claiming that she did it “to
brotect the present and future

generations as enshrined in the

mining law and the Philippine
constitution.”

Large-scale miners through
the Chamber of Mines of the
Philippines have engaged the
inter-agency MICC to review
and “hopefully reverse” Lopez’s
actions.

Qutput from metaliic mines
had dropped in value by 8 per-
cent to P100.6 billion in 2018
from P10g.8 billion in 2015 part-
ly due to similar ,announce-
ments on the suspension of
mines made last year, according
to the Mines and Geosciences
Bureau (MGB).

Gold production maintained
the biggest share with P44.8 bil-
lion or 44 percent of total metal
ouiput in 2016. This meant an
increase of 31 percent by value,
Copper represented P17.8 bil-

lion in output value {a decrease
of 6 percent) while the rest —
silver, chromite and iron ore —
rang up about P1 billion,

Nickel accounted for P36.8
billion or 37 percent, The value
of nickel ore directly shipped
out and of nickel sulfides fell by
4t percent to P21.8 billion and 21
percent to Pi5 billion, respec-
tively. In terms of volume, pro-
duction of nickel ores plunged
by 23 percent to 24.7 million dry
metric tons (DMT).

The MGB had noted that in a
worst-case scenario where op-
erating mines recommended
for suspension are firally sus-
pended, the immediate impact
on the economy in terms of in-
vestment, employment and

production would be as fol-
lows:

*about a quarter or $1.69 bil-
lion of the expected additional
investments on the country's
operating mines—pegged at
$4.45 billion—may not pro-
ceed.

* 19,674 people or 43 percent

of the mining industry's current

workforce stand to lose their
jobs. Add to these the indirect
jobs that mining creates, with at
least four additional jobs in re-
lated industries on top of every
direct employment,

* gold output may be
slashed by 45 percent while
production of nickel and copper
may be cut by 67 percent and 26
percent, respectively. INQ
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By JoNaTHAN L. MA\ uGa W @jonlmayuga

RESIDENT Duterte and

his Cabinet have agreed to

allow companies atfected by
mining closures to air their 51de,

The number of large-scale

Palace Spokesman Ernesto C.
Abella said on Wednesday.

During the Cabinet meeting
on Tuesday, Abella said one of the
agenda of the Cabinet meeting was
the evaluation of the environment
and natural-resourcessector “inthe
context of social justice™

“The President and his Cabinet
collectively decided to observe due
process with regard to the mining
issue,” he said in a statement.

“Thismeanscompaniesaffected
by mining closures for violations
of environmental laws and regula-
tions will be given the opportunity
to respond or dispute with the au-
dit, ormake thenecessary remedies

getene

to ensure compliance with govern- |

ment standards,” Abella added.

He said the Department of Fi-
nance (DOE) will have further
discussions with the Department
of Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) in their capacities
as concerned government agencies
of the Mining Industry Coordinat-
ing Council (MICC).

Abella made the pronounce-
ment on the day Environment
Secretary Regina Paz L. Lopez
declared that the closure and sus-
pensionorders for 28 miningcom-
panies that failed the mine audit

mines that were shuttered by
the DENR:

have been released.

“It was an omnibus directive. it
was prepared for allmining compa-
nies, and ourlawyershave decided it
shouldbeissued teindividual min-
ing companies. That's why there’s
been a delay in its release,” Lopez
said on Wednesday.

She added the audit conducted
by the DENR was “fair”, and “within
the bounds of the law”, Lopez said
theauditwasundertaken “toprotect
thepresentand futuregenerationsas
enshrinedi in themininglawandthe -
Phlhppme iConstitution.”

OnFebruary?2theDENRordered
the closure of the iron-ore mine of
Ore Asia Mining and Development
Corp. in Bulacan; gold and nickel
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mine of Benguet Corp. in Benguet;
and the nickel mine of Benguet-
Corp., Nickel Mines Inc., Eramen
MineralsInc., Zambales Diversified
Metals Corp, and LNL Archipelago
Minerals Inc. in Zambales. On Ho-
monhon Island in Eastern Samar
three mining companies were is-
sued closure orders—Mount Sinai
Mining Exploration and Develop-
ment Corp. and Techlron Mineral
Resources Inc.

On Dinagat Islands, an island-
province in Mindanao, seven of
the nine mines were covered by the
closure order. They are AAMPHIL
Natural Resources Exploration,
Kromico Inc., SinoSteel Philip-
pines H.Y. Mining Corp., Orien-
tal Synergy Mining Corp., Wellex
Mining Corp., Libjo Mining Corp.
and Oriental Vision Mining Phil-
ippines Corp. In Surigao del Norte
the DENR ordered the closure of
sevenoperating mines. Theyarethe
Adnama Mining Resources Corp.,
Claver Mineral Development Corp.,
Platinum Development Corp., CTP
Construction and Mining Corp.,
Carrascal Nickel Corp., Marcven-
tures Mining and Development

Q\,U‘@ Umxs

Corp. and Hinatuan Mining Corp.

The DENR also issued suspen-
sion orders against five mining
firms—Berong Nickel Corp., Ci-
tinickel Mines and Development
Corp.,LepantoConsolidated Mining
Corp., OceanaGold Phils. and Strong
Built Mining Development Corp.

Of the 41 large-scale mines, only
12 passed the mine audit based on
Lopez's set of criteria, whichisan-
chored on social justice. The audit
criteria included the environmen-
tal, biodiversity and social aspects
of mining.

‘Initial victory’

THE Chamber of Mines of the Phil-
ippines (COMP) hailed President
Duterte's decision, saying it is an
“initial victory” for the stakehold-
ers in the mining industry, as it
meant that the “arbitrary” closure
and suspension orders issued by
Lopez are not final.

Ronald S. Recidoro, vice presi-
dent for legal and policy of COMP,
said Malacafiang's statement: only
means Duterteand the members of
his Cabinetrecognize the gravity of
the situation.

Mining companies, Recidoro
added, will finally have legal rem-
edies to contest the closure and
suspension order.

“We are relieved that finally the
government, somebody in the ad-
ministration, istaking charge of this
whole affair. The statement of the
Palace said that they will be review-
ing thiejactions of Lopez,” he said.
Accordmg to Recidoro, the mining
industry will rely on Malacafiang’s
statement that the Duterteadmin-
istration will review the decisions

- of Lopez.

“Weare hoping that the Cabinet
will reverse the decision of Lopez.”

“The game is not over. We will
not take this lightly. This is about
thelivelihood of thousands of Fili-
pinos. Notjust for the companies,
but for the men and women who
rely on mining, because the-im-
mediate impact will be on them,”
he added.

COMP said Lopez's “arbitrary”
decision to close the 23 operating
mines and suspend the operations
of five other mines “will condemn
1.2 million minersand their family
to hunger and poverty”.
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Malacafiang says due process
to be observed on closures

THE government is giving mining companies af-
fected by a recent closure order by the Department
.of Environment and Natural Resources a chance
to respond to the order, dispute the audit and
make the necessary remedies to ensure compliance
with regulatory standards, presidential spokesman
Ernesto Abella said yesterday.

Abella said the Cabinet, at its meeting in Malaca-
nang on Tuesday, agreed due process should be
observed by giving the mining companies a chance
to explains or air their side,

Environment secretary Regina Lopez said yester-
day all suspension and cancellation orders for 28
mining companies were signed and released yester-
day (Feb 8).Lopez also said she will release to the
mining industry the committee recommendations
earlier submitted to her.

“The President and his Cabinet collectively de-
cided to observe due process with regard to the min-

ing issue. This means companies affected by mining
closures for violations of environmental laws and
regulations will be given the opportunity to respond
or dispute with the audit, or make the nccessary
remedies to ensure complnnce with government
standards,” Abella said.

He added the Department of Finance (DOF)
will also have further discussions with the DENR
on the issue, including its rolelas the government's
representative in the Mining Industry Coordinating
Council (MICC).

The DENR last week ordered the closure of 23 mining
firms and the suspension of the licenses of five others.

Mining companics and other stakeholders appealed
for reconsideration.

The DOF specifically raised concerns on the impact

of the closure and the suspension on employment,
the finances of local government units and the coun-
try's economic growth in general.
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By ALEXIS ROMERO

Suspended mining firms
would be given the opportu-
nity to present their side and
to dispute the audit findings of
the environment department,
Malacaiiang said yesterday.

Presidential spokesman
Ernesto Abella said the evalu-
ation of the environment and
natural resources sector was
discussed during the Cabinet
meeting last Tuesday.

“The President and his
Cabinet collectively decided
to observe due process with
regard to the mining issue,”
Abella said in a statement.

“This means companies
affected by mining closures
for violations of environmen-
tal laws and regulations will
be given the opportunity to
respond to or dispute the
audit, or make the necessary

mining companies. That's why
there’s been a delay,” Lopez
said.

Mining companies are wary
after reports came.out that
Lopez made decisions in con-
trast with the actual recom-
mendations of the Mines and
Geosciences Bureau (MGB),
the DENR-attached agency
that led the audit.

Lopez earlier refused to
make public the actual docu-
ments on the 28 mining firms
involved.

. The Chamber of Mines of
the Philippines (COMP) on
Tuesday announced that stake-
holders are invoking the Free-
dom of Information bill as they
finalized and submitted before
the DENR the request for the
copy of the industry-wide au-
dit recommendations.

The mining firms who were
slapped with closure orders

remedies to ensure compliance
with government standards,”
he added.

Abella said the Department
of Finance would have further
discussions with the Depart-
ment of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) as
concerned state agencies of the
Minding Industry Coordinat-
ing Council.

Early this month, Environ-
ment Secretary Gina Lopez or-
dered the closure of 23 metallic
mines and suspended five oth-
ers for serious environmental
violations.

The closure orders against
the 23 mining firms were based
on the final results and rec-
ommendations of the mult-
sectoral audit teams formed
to look into the compliance of
mining operators with exist-
ing environmental laws and
regulations.

were BenguetCorp Nickel
Mines Inc,, Eramen Minerals
Inc., Zambales Diversified
Metals Corp. and LNL Archi-
pelago Minerals Inc., all in
Zambales province, mainly
because of siltation of rivers,
destruction of a functional wa-
tershed and illegal tree-cutting.

Also closed were ML Sinai
Mining Exploration and Devel-
opment Corp., Emir Minerals
Corp. and Techlron Mineral
Resources Inc. in Homonhon
mainly for siltation of coastal
waters and destruction of func-
tional watershed; and AAM-
PHIL Natural Resources Explo-
ration, Kromico Inc., SinoSteel
Philippines H.Y. Mining Corp,,
Oriental Synergy Mining Corp.,
Wellex Mining Corp., Libjo
Mining Corp., Oriental Vision
Mining Phils. Corp., in Dinagat
Islands mainly for siltation of
coastal waters.
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DENR chief
releases mining

audit reports

After several calls from stake-
holders, Lopez has decided to
release the audit!results of the
23 closed and five suspended
large-scale mining firms.

In a statement, Lopez said
all suspension and cancella-
tion orders for the 28 mining
companies were signed and
released yesterday.

She released to the mining
industry the committee recom-
mendations submitted to her
by the technical committee.

“When the press con was
done, the evaluations have
been completed days before.
What happened was an omni-
bus directive. It was prepared
for all mining companies and
our lawyers have decided it
should be issued to individual

ADNAMA Mining Resoure-
es Corp., Claver Mineral Devel-
opment Corp,, Platinum Group
Metals Corp., CTP Construction
and Mining Corp., Carrascal
Nickel Corp., Marcventures
Mining and Development
Corp., and Hinatuan Mining
Corp.in Surigao del Norte were
also closed for siltation of coastal
waters and mining in functional
watersheds.

The five mining companies
suspended were Berong Nickel
Corp., OceanaGold Phils.,
Lepanto Consolidated Min-
ing Corp., Citinickel Mines
and Development Corp. and
Strong Built Mining Develop-
ment Corp.

Lopez also suspended Ben-
guet Corp. in Irogon, Benguet
and Ore Asia Mining and De-
velopment Corp. in Bulacan,

~ With Louise Maureen
Simeon
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Palace gives suspended m
firms chance to explain
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Maricel V. Cruz

fution secking a congres-
al probe into Environment
clary Gina Lopez’s order to
2 23 mining companies and
end five others, saying the
m was selective and taken in
bsence of due process.

tinga Rep. Alien Jesse Man-
ng and Coop-Natcco party-
.ep. Anthony Bravo, in filing
i€ Resolution 756, sought the
tigation in aid of legislation
olect the mining industry,
1 contributes significantly to

O lawmakers have filed a

T, —m———

louse to dig deep
to mining order

the national economy,

“Some sources revealed that
the announcement of these clo-
sure and suspension came on
the heels of allegations that per-
sonal prejudices of her office
mired the mining audit process
and the choices of who or what
company pets to be closed and
suspended,” Mangacang and
Bravo alleged. '

“The apparent whimsical acts
of closing -and suspending these
mining companies, il made arbi-
trarily and oppressively, .consti-
tute [a] violation of substantive
due process,” they said. Next page

| wide. Unfortunately, despite his
dismissal, Jasareno was retained as
the head of the audit team,” Barbers
said,

The Palace on Wednesday said

House...

From A1

Mangaoang and Bravo argued!
that the Department of Environ-| mining companies affected by the
ment and Natural Resources should order would be given a chance o
instead allow the mining firms | respond.
fected by the order to correct the | “The President and his Cabinet
supposed mistakes in their Opera- | collectively decided o observe due
tions, . process with regard 10 the mining

“Sceretary Lopez decided to im- . issue,” Presidential Spokesman Er..
mediately close and suspend these . nesto Abella said, referring to Tues-
mining companies instead of giving . day’s Cabinet meeting,
them other corrective measures or - “This means companies affected
penalties,” Mangaoang and Bravo by mining closures for violations of
said. environmental laws and regulations

The two lawmakers said the im- will be given the opportunity to re-
mediate  closure and suspension spond or dispute the audit, or make
were  announced  without giving  the necessary remedies to ensure
these mining companies the OPPOT- | compliance with government stan.
Lunity to even respond or answer for | dards,” he added.
the alleged finding of irregularities ' Abella said that the Finance De-
and violations of various environ- partment will have further discus-
mental iaws by the DENR, sions with the DENR to convene

Surigao del Norte Rep. Robert - the Mining Industry Coordinating
Ace Barbers earlier slammed Lopez ‘ Council meeting soon.
for her decision, saying many of the Also on Wednesday, the Cham-
companies affected by her ruling per of Mines thanked Duterte for
were legitimate and responsible in deciding to observe due process.
their operations. “We welcome the decision as this

Barbers also said Lopez could gives hope to our mining communi-
have been misled by one of her gieg comprised of the many women
consultants, former Environment tand men who rcly on the industry

Undersecretary and chief of the for their living,” the group said in
Mines and Geosciences Bureauy, 1astatement.

L.ca Jasareno, who headed the audit | ey commit o work closely with

teim but was later sacked by Presi- | government and the Minerals Indus-
dent Rodrigo Duterte, ‘

try Coordinating Council regarding.
"When Secretary Lopez was ap-

) . issues raised to ensure that a fair and
pointed as DENR chief, she ordered  just conclusion to the mines audit is
the audit of all mining firms nation- reached.”
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partment of Environ-
ment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) has no
specific  “transition
plan” forthe over236,000
mining workers dis-
Placedbyitsordertoshut
down 23 mining firms
nationwide.

Senator Joel Vilianue-
va stressed this point af-
ter conducting’ the first
publichearing on thegov-
ernment’s “readiness” to
help workers to be affect-
ed by the closure of min-
ing firms.

Environment Secre-
tary Gina Lopez made a
video presentation dur-
ing the hearing to justify
the closure of the mines,
She emphasized protect-
ing the environment as
she promoted “green
economy.” She said that
green economy creates
jobs “every year.”

Asked whether the
DENR wasable to present
a specific transition pro-
gram for the workers dij-
rectlyaffected by the mine
closure, Villanteva said:
“That's what we wanted
to get out of the comumit-
tee hearing. It appears
that there’s none.”

“It appears that until
now they are, they have
yet to convene and come
up with a framework on
how they are going to do
it. As we speak right now
we don’t know what they
were doing for these un-

cfnpioyed individuals. ber of the labor force

There's so many mouths
to feed. Hindi ito bire na
hindidapatbalewalain ng
ating pamahalaan,” he
said inachance interview.

He added: “I was told
nayesterday lumawag ng
meeting ang ating Pan”
gulo (Duterte) para pag-
usapan ito. I'm nal privy
to the meeting. I'm glad
na nangyari ‘yung mect-
ing dahil siguro sa meet-
ing na ‘yun nagulat din
sila na wala po ito (job
placement program).”

Villanueva, chairman
of the Senate Committee
on Labor, conducted the
inquiry after Lopez last
Eebruary 2, ordered the
closure of 23 large-scale
mining firms and the sus-
pension of five others in
Benguet, Bulacan, Zam-
bales, Homonhon, Dina-
gat Islands and Surigav
del Norte.

Former Mines and
Geosciences Burcau Di-
rector Leo Jasareno re-
ported that the order will
affect about 20,000 work-
ers. On the other hand,
Chamber of Mines Chair.
man Artemio Disini vsti-
mated that over 1.2 mil-
lion workers will Juse
their jobs because of the
closure order.

“This committee con-
cerns itself with mattors
relating to the displace-
ment of workers. Person-
ally, T am deeply con:
cerned that a huge num-

would end up unem-
ployed because of the clo-,

sure order,” said Villan- |

ueva,

“Nakita natin ngayon
hindi ganun kahanda
(ang DENR). Wala tala-
gang klaro na transition
plar. May klaro na gusto
silang  puntahan--to
green economy. So kail-
angan hindi lang sa min-
ingindustry kundisa ibat
ibang industriya maging
ready tayo dito dahil ka-
pakanan ng manggaga-
wa ang nakasalalay
dito,” he said.

- He added: “Maganda
nhaman ang presentation
niyabutagain without the
transition program na
masisiguro natin na pu-
puntaduonsa greenecon-
omy, sa green jobs na ti-

" nalawag, kagaya nung

nakita natin sa presenta-
tion eh parang ngayon pa
lang tinatahi ‘yung mga
bagay na ito.”

~ "I have to say this -
nakitanatin parang nagu-
gulat ‘yung ibang ahen-
sya ng pamahalaan dun
sa sinasabi ng DENR,
Parang DENR Jang ang
nakakaalam nung gina-
gawa nila and na-
kakalungkot lang na me-
dyo kulang sa coordina-
tion ‘yung bawat ahen-
siya natin. Ang panawa-
gan ko sa ating adminis-
trasyon: get your act to-
gether dahil hindi biro
ito,” Villanueva said.,
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This development comes on the
heels of a strong lobby by mining
Jompanies for the government to
produice the resuits of the recently
Joncluded mining audit.

In a statement, Lopez said the
lecommendations submitted to
Iher by the technical committee will
e released to the mining industry.
*What happened was an om-
nibus directive. It was prepared
or all mining companies and our
awyers have decided it should be
ssued to individual mining com-
panies. That's why there's been a

#73 NVIRONMENT and Natural Resources
i‘wf* Secretary Gina Lopez on Wednesday
mm»ﬁsald all the closure and suspension
orders on 28 mining companies will be
signed and released to them individually.

delay,” Lopez said.

The mining audit conducted by
the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) was
fair and within the law, she said.

The industry audit was done
to protect the present and future
generations as enshrined in the
Mining Law and the Philippine
Constitution, the Cabinet of-
ficial noted.

The Chamber of Mines of the
Philippines has criticized the
audit and the recommendations,
claiming the audit lacked due

process and would lead to loss of
employment and livelihood in af-
fected communities. The chamber |
as the industry lobby group noted |
the closures would result in tax|
revenue loss for local governments
hosting large-scale mining opera-
tions and the national coffers.

Lopez has vowed that within
two years she will prove that a.
green economy <an create mote.
jobs than mining could ever create.

While the mining industry has|
created jobs, Lopez is standing pat|
on her position that sustainable|
economic development could be
achieved without destroying the’
environmentand causing suffering
to people and that inclusive green
economy is way better an alterna-
live Lo mining.

The DENR chief noted the issue is
social justice and not mining. At the

end of the day, she said she had “to

Closure, suspension orders to
be released to miners — Lopez

BY JAMES GALVEZ ,

make the decisions based on truth,
service and the common good.”

Lopez earlier admitted that she
lacked the technical know-how in
mining, but emphasized that the
closure and suspension orders
were done “to protect the present
and future generations.”

Inan interview with ANC's Head-
start, Lopez said she has to rely on
“someone who has the common
good in his heart,” who happens to

be former Mines and Geosciences

Bureau Director Leo Jasareno.

“I'm having him as a consultant
because | trust him. My expertence
with him has been a man with
unquestionable integrity,” Lopez
said, citing Jasareno's 38-year ex-
perience with the MGB.

“He's really, really clean. In fact,
during his tetmn, there have been
more suspensions in the mining
industry,” she added.

TOIC COM VulN'i(“'ATlON AND INITIATIVES SER
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By Ryan Ponce Pacpaco

TWO lawmakers want Environment Secretary Gina
Lopez to explain her alleged selective order and
absence of due process in closing 23 companies and
suspending five others which could affect the coun-
try’s economy.

Kalinga Rep. Allen Jesse Mangaoang and Coop-
Natcco party-list Rep. Anthony Bravo filed House
Resolution {HR) No. 756 secking a congressional
inquiryaimed at protecting the mining industry which
is a great partner in the country’s economic develop-
ment.

“Some sources revealed that the announcement of
these closure and suspension came on the heels of
allegations that personal prejudices of her office
marked the mining audit process and the choices of
who or whatcompany gels to be closed anc suspend-
ed,” Mangaocang and Bravo alleged.

“The apparent whimsical acts of closing and sus-
pending these mining companies, if made arbitrarily
and oppressively, constitute violation of substantive
due process,” they said.

Mangavang and Bravo argued that the Depart-
mentof Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)
should instead allow the mining firms affected by the
order to correct the supposed mistakes ir; their oper-
alions.

“Secretary Lopez decided to immediately close
and suspend these mining companies instead of giv-
ing them corrective measures or penaliics,” Man-
gaoang and Bravo siressed,

“The immediate closure and suspension were an-
nounced wilhout giving these mining companies the
Upportunity to even respond or answer for the aj-

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE

leged finding of irregularities and violations of var-
ious environmental laws by the DENR,” the two
lawmakers said. ‘

They cited the Constitutional guarantee of the
right to due process of everyone and the Supreme
Court ruling that protects livelihood and work of the
people. ‘

“Our Constitution mandates that ‘no person shall
be deprived of property without due process’ and the
Supreme Court has consistently ruled in several cas-
¢s that ‘A profession, trade or calling is a property
right within the meaning of our consfitutional guar-
antees.

“One cannot be deprived of the right to work and
the right to make a living because these rights are
property rights, the arbitrary and unwarranted dep-
rivation of which normally constitutes an actionable
wrong,” they said.

“Tbe Supreme Court ruled that the deprivation
must be done with due process. Substantive due
process requires that the means employed in depriv-
ing person of property must not be unduly oppres-
sive,” they said. v

Earlier, Surigao del Norte Rep. Robert Ace Bar-
bers assailed Lopez for her decision, saying the audit
was purportedly made secretly and ‘many of the
firms affected by the ruling are legitimate and re-
sponsible in their operations.

Barbers, who chairs the House Committee on
Dangerous Drugs, said Lopez could have been mis-
led by one of her alleged consultants, former Envi-
ronment Undersecretary and Chief of the Mines and
Geosciences Bureau (MGB) head Leo Jasareno, who
headed the audit team but was later onl sacked by
President Rodrigo “Rody” Duterte. 5
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Kalinga Rep. Allen
Jesse Mangaoang and
Coop-Nateco party-list
Rep. Anthony Bravo filed
House Resolution (HR)
No. 756 to inquire on the
matter aimed at protect-
ing the mining industry
which is a great partner
towards the country’s
economic development.

“Some sources re-
vealed that the an-
nouncement of these clo-
sure and suspension
came on the heels of al-
legations that personal
prejudices of her office
mired the mining audit
process and the choices
of who or what company
gels to be closed and
suspended,” Mangaoang
and Bravo alleged.

“The apparent whimsi-
cal acts of closing and

suspending these mining

companies, ifmade arhitrari-.

ly and oppressively, consti-
tute violation of substantive
due process,” they said.

Mangaoang and Bra-
vo argued that the De-
partment of Environ-
ment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) should
instead allow the mining
firms affected by the or-
der to correct the sup-
posed mistakes in their
operations.

“Secretary Lopez de-
cided to immediately
close and suspend these
mining companies in-
stead of giving them oth-
er corrective measures or
penalties,” Mangaocang
and Bravo stressed,

“The immediate eclo-
sure and suspension
were announced without
giving these mining com-
panies the opportunity to
even respond or answer
for the alleged finding of

irregularities and viola-
tions of various environ-
mental laws by the
DENR,” the two lawma.
kers said. :
They even cited the
Constitution that guaran-
tees right to due process
of everyone and the Su-
preme Court (SC) ruling
that protects livelihood
and work of the people.
“Our Constitution
mandates that ‘no per-
son shall be deprived of
property without due
process’ and the Su-
preme Court has consis-
tently ruled in several
cases that ‘A profession,
trade or calling is a pro-
perty righl within the
meaning of our constity-
tional guarantees.
ne cannot be de-
prived of the right :to
work and the right to
make a living beeause
these rights are property
rights, the arbitrary and

unwarranted deprivation
of which normally con-
stifutes an actionable
wrong,” they said.

“The Supreme Court,
ruled that the depriva-
tion must be done with
due process. Subs‘tantive

ue process requires that
the means employed in
depriving person 'of pro-
perty must not be undu-
ly oppressive,” they said.

Earlier, Surigao. del
Norte Rep., Robert Ace
Barbers assailed Lopez
for her decision, explain-
ing the audit was pur-
portedly made secretly
and many of the firms
affected by the ruling are
legitimate and responsi-
ble in their operations,

Barbers, who chairs
the House cormmittee on
dangerous drugs, said
Lopez could have been
misled by one of her al-
leged consultants, former
Environment. Undersecre-

Process in
“her ques-
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tary ‘and Chief of the
Mines and Geosciences
Burean (MGB) head Leo
Jasareno, who headed the
audit team but was later
on sacked by President
Rodrigo “Rody” Duterte.

“When Secretary Lo-
pez was appointed as
DENR chief, she ordered
the audit of all mining
firms nationwide. Unfor-
tunately, despite his dis-
missal, Jasareno was re-
tained as the head of the
audit team,” Barbers said.

According to Barbers,
the so-called environ-
mental violations, if true,
could be the result of
years of alleged neglect
or tolerance of former
Environment Sec. Ra-
mon Paje and the Ja-
sareno-led MGB.

Ako Bicol Rep. Rodel
Batocabe, president of
the Party List Coalition
(PLC), urged Congress to
exercise its oversight
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powers to determine the
bases of the order issued
by Lopez, stressing the
crackdown on the min-
ing industry may affect
the country’s economy.

Earlier, Surigao del
Sur Rep. Prospero
“Butch” Pichay had -al-
ready sought a congres-
sional investigation on
the DENR ruling for
supposedly violating en-
vironmental laws for be-
ing “illegal and arbitrary.”

He reiterated that the
decision of Lopez will
result to billions of pesos
in lost revenues yearly
to the national govern-
ment, adding that at least
10,000 direet workers
and 50,000 indireet work-
ers from his dislrict alone
will be displaced.

Pichay accused Lopez
of violating all pertinent
laws about mining, in-
cluding the Mineral
Production Sharing

LOWER HAL
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Agreement (MPSA) that
the mining firms signed
with the government. |

He irsisted that un-
der the MPSA, once an
audit of the mining firm
was decided, the govern-
ment should inform the
firm about the intention
to audit and the firm is
allowed to appoint an
official to join the audit
team.

After the audit, he
said, the team would
come up with a report
and discuss the find-
ings, including the sup-
posed violations that
were committed to al-
low the firms to “recti-
fy” the violations.

Pichay also argued
that mining firms are
allowed "to contest the
findings that would lead
to an “arbitration” that
would give the firms one
year to settle the issue
with the government. '
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by‘]anina C.Lim
with 1an Nicolas P. Cigaral Reporters

BELEAGUERED miners reeling from
last week’s move by the Environnent de-
partment to shut them down may have
gotten a reprieve when the Cabinet on
Tuesday decided to allow them to dis-
pute audit findings and rectify project
deficiencies.

Subsequent official steps will be
threshed outin the meeting of the Mining
Industry Coordinating Council (MICC)
scheduled this afternoon, Cabinet of-
ficials said yesterday.

Presidential Spokesperson Ernesto
C. Abella said the Cabinet, led
by President Rodrigo R. Duterte
who had voiced support for the
decision last week of Environment fil
Secretary Regina Paz L. Lopez

" Department of Finance (DoF) shall have
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the necessary remedies to ensure compli- ‘
ance with environmental standards.” !

Tuesday’s Cabinet meeting, Mr. Abella ‘
said, ended at 8 p.m., adding that “the |
\

further discussions with the Department ;
of Environment and Natural Resources
{DENR) in their capacities as concerned
government agencies of the Mining In-.
dustry Coordinating Council”

In a separate text message, Finance
Secretary Carlos G. Dominguez I11 con-
firmed that the MICC is scheduled to
meet today which Ms. Lopez said will
convene alt 3 pam.

The Environment chief told report-
ers separately yesterday that “there was
discussion” on the issue in Tuesday’s
Cabinet meeting, but said she was
standing by her decision.

“The President,” she said, “was
on the side of the common good.”

“They wanted to make sure that

to shutter 23 of the country’s 41  ResdDiNRs 1 was following procedure and 1
metal mines and to suspend five ~mine auditeport  have and T met with (Chief Presi-
others, discussed the issue “in the SCZTETJZﬁf’ER dential Legal Counsel Salvador)
context of social justice.” codewithyour  Sal’ (8 Panelo who’s the legal

“The President and his Cabinet  smartphoneor by counsel... and [ explained everﬁ—
collectively decided to observe due <;:gf:g,2;’k'r"”:a> thing, every step of the way I fol-

process with regard to the mining
issue” Mr. Abella said in a mobile phone
message yesterday.

«This means companies affected by
mining closures for viclations of environ-
mental laws will be given the opportunity
torespond to ordispute the audit, or make

jowed the law,” the Environment

chief recalled at the sidelines of a public
hearing in the Senate. ‘

«The President saw that I followed

the law e. I followed the law. That’s the
President’s order. I followed the law.” -

Miners, 51/8

1
i
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Ms, Lopez said the MICC cannot change
her decision on sanctions to be meted erring
miners.

“The MICC is recommendatory. 1 still call
the shots. I'm totally within my rights to make
decisions on closure, on suspension, that is in
full swing of the authority of the Secretary of
DENR. So I'm not breaking the law there,” she
said, recalling that Finance Secretary “Sonny
Dominguez asked me to go and I said, ‘sure’
because I co-chair that with him.”

The MICC — formed under Executive Or-
der No. 79 signed by former president Benigno

5.C. Aquino IIT on July 6, 2012 to oversee :

reforms to make miners more socially and
envirorimentally responsible while giving the
state a bigger share in industry revenues — is
co-chaired by Mr. Dominguez and Ms. Lopez
who head the Cabinet clusters on Economic
Development and on Climate Change Adapta-
tion and Mitigation, respectively,

“They're (MICC) recommendatory, you
know,” Ms. Lopez said.

“And as far as I'm concerned you really
can’t have mining on watersheds. And 1 don't
see anyone who can convince me that you can
mine in watersheds. ‘Yun (That’s it).”

EO 79 also indefinitely extended a morato-
rium on new mining permits that was put in
place the preceding year until a new revenne-
sharing arrangement is enacted into law.

The DENR on Thursday last week an-
nounced ‘its decision to either shutter oq
suspend more than three-fifths of the coun-
try’s metal mines on environmental grounds

— including operating in a watershed and
causing siltation in adjacent bodies of water
— even as the technical review committee
which DENR formed in November last year
to review their cases recormmmended as sanc-;
tions suspension of operation, suspension
of environmental compliance cer tlfl(:d[e,‘
non-issuance of ore transport permit, and/
or payment of fines.

The Chamber of Mines of the Phllippmes
(CoMP} yesterday issued a statement thank-
ing Mr. Duterte and his Cabinet “for deciding
to observe due process with regard to the min-
ing issue,” adding that its members will “work
closely” with the MICC “regarding issues
raised to ensure that a fair and just conclusion
to the mines audit is reached.”

“We're relieved that, finally, the DoF will
get involved. We hope to get a review process
going,” Ronald S. Recidoro, CoMP's vice-pres-
ident for Legal and Policy, said by phone. ‘

The DENR said last week that mines to be
shuttered and those to be suspended account-
ed for 40.972% of industry jobs in 2015, as well
as 41.425% of taxes collected and 22.463% of
investments that same year, while its Mines
and Geosciences Bureau estimates that the
entire mining industry contributed 0.5% to
the country’s jobs and 0.6% to gross domestic
productin last year’s first three quarters.
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Nickel market doubles u
on politica uncertainty

LONDON:- Last nldntll Indonesia rocked the
nickel market. This month it is the turn of
After the the Philippines.

Department of Indonesia’s decision to allow the partial
Environment and resumption of exports of nickel ore sent the
Naﬂiﬁaérgsstﬂgfﬁﬁ London Metal Exchange ({ME) nickel price spi-
sure of half ralling to a stx-month low of $9,350 per tonne.
of operating What Indonesia giveth, the Philippines ap-
mines in the parently taketh aw;zly. .
Philippines the The country's cco-warrior-turned-mining-
price of nickel ore minister Regina Lopez has ordered the closure
in London shot up of 23 minesand the suspension of five others,
tr:;;ht';;eg;f ggg most of them nickel producers.
and is currently InLondon the price shotup toathree-week
trading around high of $10,500 on the news and is currently
$10,400, trading around $10,400.

Over the coming weeks nickel's fortunes
are likely to be beholden to the uncertain
implications of government policy in both
countries, ;

Volatility is assured but it will be at least
partly mitigated by high stocks of the alioy-
ing metal. |

This, after all, is a market that is struggling to
emerge from years of oversupply and resulting
inventory build. And while events in both Inclo.
nesia and the Philippines are going to be key price drivers for the foresecable future, they will impact
only the most upstream part of a supply chain which is still amply filled at the refined metal stage,

" MORE UNCERTAINTY

Last month's part reversal of Indonesin’s 2014 ban on the export of unprocessed nickel ore
was not what the market was expecting,

And it appears to have been wrong-footed again by the severity of the Philippines’ proposed
action on its mining sector. :

Most assumed the environmental audit of the country’s mines would punish only a small
handful of operators. !

But, according to research by Goldman Sachis, the closures would represent around 139,000
tonnes and the suspensions another 34,000 tonnes of annual capacity, equivalent to 7.0 percent
and 1.7 percent of world supply respectively. f

“The potential production losses from these suspensions and closures is substantially higher
than our prior expectations, not just owing to the size of mines affected (..) but also in the
length of time that these mines may not be producing.”

- Of course, it remains to be seen whether policy becomes reality.

Lopez’s aggressive campaign aguinst the mining sector is already generating an equally ag-
gressive reaction. Expect weeks if not months of political push-and-shove and court action as
operators fight back. ‘

It amounts to a doubling-up of political uncertainty because cveryonc’s still trying to work
out what are the implications of Indonesia’s decision to roll back its ban on nickel ore CXPOrts.

The details arc still confused and confusing, : |

Not alt miners will qualify for export shipments. It will depend on whether they are commit-
ted to investing in downstream processing capacity, the nature of the ore they generate and on
how much of that ore is used within Indonesia itself. )

But there are tangible signs that some are gearing up to restart produciion.

China Hanking said its Indonesian subsidiary is preparing the ground at its site in Sulawesi and
has signed a salcs agreement covering “at least 1.5 million wet tonnes of nickel ore containing
1.9 percent or above nickel”.

Others will surcly follow.




*?.I;“M yli

AJZ

"UPPER HALY

-

/

.PAG
STRATEGHC COMMUNICATION AND INITIA FlVl

o

-

L.OWER HALF
 SERMVICK

olel makeh cbles o or
f&l’)%’ml un cerdoinky

ORE NOT METAL

What will be the net impact on nickel supply of Indonesia’s (part) refurn to the market and
the Philippines’ mine clamp down?

Answers on a postcard. That is precisely what every nickel analyst is trying to calculate right
now.,

But it's important to remember that we're just talking about ore and the flow of ore to Chll‘l'l S
nickel pig iron (NPI) sector, which converts that ore into feedstock for stainless steel mlllv.

NPI production has fallen from its hicights but the sector is still not only operating but starting
t0 be offshored in Indonesia itself.

Those with 4 long memory will remember a time when the consensus thinking was that NPT
operators would be out of business at a price below $20,000 per tonne.

But they have reduced costs, diversified their ore soutcing to countries such as New Caledonia
and eéxperimented with supplementing ore with other forms of nickel.

‘The NPI sector is still in its relative infancy having been bomn out of nickel’s stratospheric
climb to above $50,000 per ton back in 2007 and it is not going to go away any time soon.

Its resilience has been a key factor in the global market's excess supply of recent years,

The International Nickel Study Group (INSG) estimates a cumulative global supply surplus of
468,000 tonnes over the 20122015 period. '

Much of that surplus is sitting in warchouses registered with the London Metal Exchange and

the Shanghai Futures Exchange. Right now the two exchanges are holding just over 472,000
tons of metal between them. '

TRANSITION NARRATIVE

Nickel is a market that is still in transition from chronic supply surplus to deficit.

The process started gaining momentum last year. The INSG estimates a global deficit of around
44,000 tonnes over the first 11 months of 2016.

But as ever with such transitions, it’s a stop-start, slow-fusc process and it’s worth noting that
1ME nickel stocks are once again rising, up by over 11,000 tonnes since the start of January. -

The double conundrum represented by government action in Indonesia and the Philippines
will affect the timing of this transition but only at the margins.

Atleastas 1mp0rt'mt in terms of al that metal sitting in exchange warehouses wilt be demand.

Stainless steel is the primary determinant of nickel demand growth and global output rose
strongly by 7.0 percent in the first nine months of last year, according to the Intcmatxon'll
Stainless Steel Forum, ‘

Can it maintain that pace this year? And, in particular, can Chinese production keep rising at
the same rate, 11.4 percent, it recorded in the first three quarters of 20162

The answer to that question may turn out to have bigger medium-term impact on the nickel
price than events in south-east Asia.

Because this is not a story of scarcity and Iooming supply crunch. If it were, the whipsaw
price action seen so far this year would look mild by comparison. ‘

And the nickel price wouldn’t still be gyrating either side of the $10 000 level. — Reuters
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PH nickel miners also
slam Lopez’s decision

THE Philippine Nickel Industry Association Inc. expressed dis-!
appointment over the decision of Sceretary Gina Lopez of the
Department of Environment and MNatural Resources to suspend
and shut down the operations ©f 28 mining companies in the
Philippines,

“We believe that the Secretary's action is not only bereft of trans-
parency, due process and factual basis, but likewise detrimental to
the mining industry and the Philippine economy as a whole and a
serious threat to the livelihood and cconomic well-being of the af-
fected communities,” the group suid in a statement.

Lopez announced the suspension and closure of the 28 mines ir
a press conference last week, claiming that they did not comply
with laws and regulations. The DENR chief made the announce
ment after ignoring the results of a a government audit showin;
many of those meted with suspensions and closure of operation
passed the test.

“We find it highly irreguiar that no official of the Mines and Gee
sciences Bureau was present during the announcement.. MGB, be
ing the lead agency in the mining audit, should have been present b
discuss and explain the results of the audit,” PNIAI said.

“Mining operations are highly technical and scientific, and
should not be based merely on a lay person’s visual appreciation.
Yet, vague, unauthenticated aerial videos of the mine sites and its
surrounding areas were presented to support the Secretary’s deci-
sion, No scientific data was presented. Actual studies and data from
technical experts who took pari in the audit were withheld,” it said.
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he directive of the Department of
ronment and Natural Resources (DENR) to
or shut down or suspend the operations of
ine sites across the country will cost the
'ted local government units (LGUs) in 10
inces over P650 million yearly in foregone
nues, according to initial assessmnents
¢ by the Department of Finance {DoF)
d on 2015 data.

t'a preliminary report to Finance Secretary
0s Dominguez, the Bureau of Local
trnment Finance (BLGF) said thiat losses
1as taxes, fees and-other charges directly
ted by the local governments from mining
1 are estimated at P441.92 million, while

[172 million,
fle affected LGUs from all sources, based

4115 data, amount to P653,64 million,” BLGF
sutive direetor Nino Alvina said in his

YHOUT FEAR OR FAVOR

.GUs’ share from mining taxes collected .
e national government account for another

[The total estimated potential revenue loss

re of mining
o hurt LG

preliminary report to Dominguez.

The BLGF said the provinces affacted either
by the closure or suspension order are Benguet,
Nueva Vizcaya, Palawan, Cebu, Bulacan,
Zambules, Eastern Samar, Dinagat Islands,
Surigao del Norte and Surigao del Sur.

Alvina said the BLGF based its initial report
to the Finance secretary on 2015 data because
reports for 2016 will come in by the end of the
first quarter (March 31). .

. He said the BLGF had sourced its data from
the preliminary estimates of local treasurers
and their electronically submitted Statements
of Receipts and Expenditures that now cover

reports on earnings from mining and other *

extractive industries.

The preliminary reports would still have to
be reviewed because some LGUs are hosting
two to five mining projects, Alvina said,

Dominguez last week instructed city and
municipal treasurers in areas hosting mine sites
to submit their respective reports on the final

and complete revenue impact of the DENR.

directive by the end of this work week or by
Febrpary 10,

According to Alvina, LGUs directly coliect
from mining firms operating in their
municipalities and cities the following taxes and
fees: Real Property Tax (RPT), Local Business
Tax, Mayor's Permit Fee, Regulatory and
Administrative Fees and Occupation Fees.

“The provinees of the affected component
municipalities are also imposing governor's
clearance, verification fee, environmenial fees,

soil depletion tax and processing permits for .

vessel,” Alvina said.

He said that for the RPTs imposed by cities,
the LGU gets a 70 percent share while the
remaining 30 percent is shared with the
barangays, of which half goes to the barangay
directly affected, and the other half shared
equally by component barangays.

For the RPTs collected by provinees, the
province receives a 36 percent share, while
40 percent goes to the municipality, and the
remaining 26 percent to barangays where the
mining site is located.

Alvina said that RPTs account for some
P43.97 million of the estimated revenues that
LGUs will lose from the closure and suspension

- of mining operations while business taxes and

e
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other fees and charges aceount for P358.56
millior, and provincial revenues, P39.9 million,

As for their share in mining taxes imposed
by the national government, Alvina said the
estimated losses of P211 million of the affected
LGUs comprise 43 percent of their total share
from national tax collections,

Dominguez has given a short one-week
deadline for local treasurers in LGUs affected
by the mining ¢losure and suspension orders
to submit their respective reports as they could
already quickly access data through the web-
based Environment and Natural Resources Data
Management Tool (ENRDMT). '

In Department Order 049-2016 issued in
September last year; Dominguez instructed local
treasurers to include jn their quarterly and
annual financial reports to the DoF all
environment and natural resources revenues
and expenditures, particularly the payments
made by the mining and other extractive
industries to their respective LGUS.

Municipal and city treasurers have been
forwarding their Statements of Receipts and
Expenditures elecironically since 2011 and are
now required! to submit them through the
ENRDMT.

Dominguez had asked for the impact
assessment reports because alongside the
massive- loss of jobs and its effect on the
national economy, the DENR's move might
imperil the fiscal state of the affected LGUs,
given that mining companies account for a hefty
part of the tax revenues collected by local
governments in municipalities hosting mine
sites. |

Dominguez| said iast weekend that these
assessment reports will aid the government in
coming up with a comprehensive strategy to
address the impact of the DENR move on the
employment and fiscal situations in the
communities where the concerned mining sites
are located.

Dominguez said he has already called for a
meeting of the Mining Industry Coordinating
Council (MICC), which he co-chairs, to assess
the impact of the DENR directive.

" “We're just waiting for the response of the
other members of the MICC. So we want to
have it next week as soon as possible,”
Dominguez said.
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LGUs to suffer from mine closures

~ By Jun . Legasni

THE shutdown or suspension of 28 mines across the

country will cost the affected local government units
(L.GUs) in 10 provinces over I'650 million yeartly in

foregone revenues, according to initial assessments

made by the Depariment of Finance (DoF) based on
2015 data. '

In a preliminary report to Finance Secretary Carlos
Dominguez III, the Bureau of Local Government Fi-

nance (BLGF) said that losses such as taxes, fees and

other charges directly collected by the local govern-
ments from mining firms are estimated at P441.92
million, while the LGUs" share from mining taxes
collected by the national government account for an-

other P211.72 million.

“The total estimated potential revenue loss of the
affected LGUs from all sources, based on 2015 data,
amount to P653.64 million,” BLGF vxecutive director
Nino Alvinasaid in his preliminary reportto Domingu-

ez

del Sur.

Alvina said the BLGF based its initial report ko the
Finance Secretary on 2015 data because reports for

2016 will come i by the end of the first quarter (March
31).

IHe said the BLGF had sourced its data from the
preliminary estimates of local treasurers and their

clectronically submitted Statements of Receipts and

Expenditures (eSREs) that now cover reports on earn-

ings from mining and other extractive industries,

Tiwe preliminary reporte would still have to be
revicwed because some LGUs are husting two to five

mining projects, Alvina saicl.

Dominguez last week instructed city and munici-

pal {reasurers i areas hosﬁng mine sites to submil

The BLGF said the provinces affected either by the
closure or suspension order are Benguet, Nueva Viz-
cava, Palawan, Cebu, Bulacan, Zambales, Eastern Sa-
mar, Dinagat Islands, Surigao del Norte, and Surigao

their respective reports on the final and complete
revenue impact of the DENR directive by the end of
this work week or by February 10. |

According to Alvina, LGUs directly collect from
mining firms operating in their municipalities and
cities the following taxes and fees: Real Property Tax
(RPT), Local Business Tax, Mayor’s Permit Fee, Reg-
uistory and Administrative Fees, iand Occupation
Fees. |
“The provinces of the affected component munic-
ipalities are also imposing (i) Governor's Clearance,
(1i} Verification Fee, {iii) Environmental Fees, (iv) Soil
Depletion Tax, and (iv) Processing Permits for Ves-
sel,” Alvina said.

He said that for the RPTs imposed by cities, the
LGU gets a 70 percent share while the reinaining 30
percent is shared with the barangays, of which half
soes to the barangay directly affected, and the other
half shared equally by component barangays.

For the RPTs collected by provinces, the province
veceives a 35 percent share, while 40 percent goes (o
the municipality, and the remaining 25 percent to
harangays where the mining site is located.

Alvina said that RPTs account for some P43.97
million of the estimated revenues that LGUs will lose
lvom the closure and suspension of mining operations
while business taxes and other fees and charges ac-
count for P358.56 million, and provincial revenues,
139.9 miilion.

As for their share in mining taxes imposed by the
national government, Alvina said the estimated Toss-
vs of P211 million of the affected LGUs comprise 43
jrercent of their total share from Naﬁ‘onal Tax Collec-
tions. ‘

Deminguez has given a short une-week deadline
far local treasurers in LGUs affected by the mining
closure and susl:vlension orders to submil their respec-
live veports as they could already quickly access data
lrrough the web-based Environment and Natural
Resources Data Management Tool (ENRDMT).
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BY MICAH VARDELEON

YHE Department of Labor and
Employment (DOLE) will provide
assistance to displaced workers affected
he closure of 23 mining companies in
tional watersheds.

eliver this promise, Labor
Ty Silvestre Bello 3td has or-
our regtonal offices to assess
ation of the affected workers.
LE -offices. in Regions 3, 6
and the Cordillera Admin-
ve Region (CAR) will also

conduct profiling of workers for
their inclusion in the government’s
Tulong Panghanapbuhay sa Ating
Disadvantaged/Displaced Workers
Program (Tupad).

The “workers who want to have
temporary work will be given

emergency employment while
those who want to have other
means of income will also be pro-
vided with livelihood assistance,”
Bello said.

The regional offices will partner
with the Technical Education and
Skills Development Authority to
provide training for workers who
wanl (o upgrade their skills.

Hired Tupad workers will be
paid with the regional minimum
wage and will be working for mini-
mum of 15 days and maximum
of 30 days.

They will be given social pro-

IOLE to heIp displace
jorkers in 23 closed mines

tection under the Government
Service Insurance System and
provided with Personal Protective
Equipment {PPE) like safety boots,
sweatshirt, hat, gloves and other
equipment fitted to their assigned
work and/or project.

Meanwhile, an orientation on
Occupational Safety and Health
will be conducted before the start
of project implementation for
the workers to be aware of the
basic safety and heaith practices
in¢luding different unsafe acts
and unsafe conditions to prevent
work-related accidents.
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DENR Secretarv Gina Lopez.

MINING COMPANIES
INDINAKATUTULONG
EKONOMIYA NG BANSA

ya yata tayong nakitang matapang na kalihim ng Department of
inm entand Natural Resources (DENR} kung hindi si Secretary Gina

gang tingin ng mamamayan kay Secretary Lopezayisang socia-
|napaboran ng administrasyong Duterte para italaga bilang kali-
DENRat proteksnyonan ang interes ng kanitang pamilya, puwes,
pruweba na marami ang nagkamati sa pagtingin sa kanya dahil
nay isa siyang performing asset ngadministrasyongito.
hasang inihayag hi Secretary Lopezna ang investment ng mining
Inies na nasa bansa ay hindi nakatutulong sa ating ekonomiya
ng kanilang ganansiya ay iniuuwi rin nila sa kanilang bansa.
a mga bansang gaya ng Switzerland na ang umiiral na banking
1 ay Swiss Financial Market Supervisory Authority (FINMA) na hin-
Lurirat ang kanilang bank account kahit ng Enternatwna! Maoney-
ering Information Network.
ala siguro ng mga mapagsamantalang mining companies
ambre si Secretary Gina nang sabihin nilang P1 trilyong invest-
: ang mawawala sa bansa sa pagpapatupad niya ng closure at
nsien orders laban sa kanila.
bi ngani Madam Gina, silalang ang nakinabang sainvestmentnila.
bon silang pitong-taon na tax-holiday at kapag natapos ha silang
1ina, naipagbibili pa nila ang lahat ng mining equipment na gina-
fa kaya bumabalik din sa kanila ang puhunan nifa.
tinagahasa nila angbansa at ang kinikitanila ay lumalabas sa ban-
rakukuha nila ang 82 percent ng net income at 95 percent nito ay
napakikinabangan ng local economy,” ‘yan ang mariing pahayag
ihim.
htinig ba natinsa ibang naging kalihim ng DENR ang katotohanang
Wala tayong narinig sa kanila at hindi nila sinasabi na ang pag-
na ay isang prehuwisyo sa buong lipunan at saating ekonomiya.
aniniwala tayo sa sinasabi ni Madam Gina.

- “Yang mga Chinese and Taiwanese mining
company ha namumunini sa black sand mining ‘e
walang pakinabang ang ating bansa,

Sabi nang sabi lang sila na malaki ang na-
iaambag nila sa ekonomiya ng bansa pero sa to-
too lang kahit ‘yung obligasyonnila pagkatapos
magmina ayhindinila ginagawa.

Ang katotohanan, hindi na tayo kumikita sa
mining companies na ‘yan,fnalulugi patayo nang
daan-daang milyones dahil sa irresponsibie mi-
ning practices.

Elang halimbawa umane ang mga open pit
mining na malapit samga llog attalon, nafinan-
cial liability ng gcbyerno sa buong buhay.

Pagkatapos magmma mayroong obligasyon
ang mining companies na|magsagawa ng reha-
bilitasyon o maglaan ng pondo para sa rehabili-
tasyon ng komunidad pera hindi nila ginagawa.

Ang pangako ng rehabilitasyon kinalimutan
na. !

Sila ang yumaman perc winasak ang yaman
ng dting bansa.

Narito ang isang DENR Secretary, isang ba-,
bae na hindi nagpapasmdaksa banta at panana-
kotng malalaking mining compames

Suportahan po natin ang mga programa ni
DENR Secretary Gina Lopez
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CoMP cites Fol vs DENR report

THE Chamber of Mines of the Phil-
ippines on Tuesday cited its right-
to-know under the Freedom of In-
formation to compel the Department
of Environment and Natural Re-
sources to make public the audit
report which was the basis for the
closure of 23 mining firms and sus-
pension of operation of five others.

In a press conference held at the
Discovery Suites in Pasig City, former
Mines and Geosciences Bureau chief
Horacio Ramos said there should be
transparency in the report and that it
should be based on scientific process.

"There should be transparency in
all the reports you prepare, especial-
ly if the reports would lead to the
suspension or closure of a mining
company,” he said.

For his part, CoMP Vice President
for Legal and Policy Ronald Recidoro

said it was the duty of the DENR -

Secretary to make public the mining
audit report.

"1f she refuses, clearly she's going
against the Duterte administration's
mandate on transparency,” he said.

"Every person accused of an of-
fense must know the. precise details
of the offense you are being charged
with," he added,

The DENR has ordered the clo-
sure of 23 mining firms and the sus-

r

pension of five others for breaching
environmental standards,

CoMP said while Lope reiterated
her purpose to "heal" the sector, the
closure order had grave repercus-
sions on the industry and the country
as well,

“This is not the way to 'heal the
hurt'. This is not the way to harness
the mineral industry’s potential as a
contributor tothecountry’s progress,”
said CoMP chairman Artemio Disini,

Disinisaid theclosure orderwould
affect more than 1.2 million Filipinos
and cripple local government units

“and communities that benefit from

tax payments of mining firms.

“She (Lopez} is creating an unsta-
ble policy environment resulting in
threatening the economic growth
momentum under the Duterte ad-
ministration and putting in limbo
USD 22 billion worth of investments,"
he said. .

According to the MGB, the pro-
jected actual mining investment for
2016 is USD 619.5 million.

But with the closure, as estimated
P’62.5 billion on investment and P41
billion in taxes will be lost.

"Lopez is slowly killing an indus-
try that has paid billions in taxes and
fees annually,” Disini said.

Theaffected mining firms account

forhalf of the nickel ore output by the

world’s top supplier of the metal.
Dr. Carlos Arcilla, directoi of the

University of the Philippines’ Na-

tional Institute of Geological Scienc-

es, in a statement, has said while he
agreed with the DENR chief that
irresponsible mining operations
should be shut down, he was puz-
zled as to why Lopez had not fur-
nished the mining firms and even
the media copies of the mining au-
dit, which should have been the ba-
sis for ordering their closure and
suspension.

"Weare in agreement that the irre-
sponsible mines should be closed.
Noargument on that. That is the pur-
pose of the audit -- technical people
checking whether the mines are f]fxl-
filling the obligations under law to
protecttheenvironment,” Arcillasaid.

"We are interested {0 know what
the bases are for closing mines - we
have to teach future geologists and
engineers the correct|and sgipntific
ways to mine so as not to endanger

the environment," he added. -
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Shooting Straight

[he other day, Karen Davila’s Headstart on ANC
| Department of Environment and Natural Resourc-

- \DENR) Secretary Gina Lopez as her guest where
¢ gave a video presentation of the alleged violations

23 mining companies all over the country. She gave

video or a PowerPoint presentation of those alleged

lations by the mining companies. But that was only
the DENR side.
[n fairness to Karen Davila, yesterday.morning she
H Mr. Ronald Recidoro, vice president of the Cham-
 of Mines as her guest to give the side of the mining
ustry and it was quite surprising to hear that as of -
sterday the Chamber of Mines members have not
received the DENR closure or suspension order.
rdid any of the mining companies get a copy of the
NR audit documents. 1 ﬁng) this quite strange be-

iyise before you close a company the owners should
rigiven the closure order and the reasons why you
4 being shut down by the government.

What is even more serious are the accusations
Mr. Recidoro that the audit team of the DENR is
aded” with anti-mining activists? Is this true Sec.
1a? I know for a fact that there are just too many
ople who are against mining. Many of them are
hops of the Catholic Church and leftist groups in
guise of “protecting the environment.” But I dare

y that the Duterte administration must strike the
tht balance in the minjniindustry. Shutting down

ning operations like in the Caraga Region because

«t mining industry has not improved the poverty

the area is a very simplistic reason to shut down
ning operations. :

Lct me say it here, mining companies can provide
s in the most remote areas of the country, but get-
& the people out of poverty is not the job of these
ping companies. Sec. Gina Lopez also came up
th a’ comparison with the mining industry and the

rism industry. This for me is comparing apples

th oranges. Mining companies are attracted to the
nerals found in a remote area...but these are areas

1t tourists would never dare come for a visit. So this

mparison is faulty to say the least.
During that interview with Karen Davila, Mr. Re-

doro showed areas where the rivers turned brown due

siltation. Karen reacted that she never knew of rivers

nming brown without a mining operations nearby. Let
w tell Karen Davila that in the town of Liloan, somie 18
ilpmeters north of Cebu City after a strong rain, our
ahches burnbrown because the river washes into the sea.

t there are no mining operations in the area. Siltation
pur rivers is commonplace all over the country.

Turn to page 10

| By BOBIT S. AVILA
What’s up with
the mining industry?

‘ .

_at the side of the DEI:IR. .

Again, we are keenly interesl:edii_h foliowing up
the issues surroundinig the mining industry. We in
Cebu have lived with Asia’s largest copper minc,
the Allas Mining and Development Company that
turned Toledo City from a first class town into a city.
But when copper prices plunged and Atlas Mines
suffered crippling strikes, it resulted in an economic
downturn for Toledo City. So whether you like it or
not, the mining industry is vital to the economy of
the country. Whichis why the Duterte adrrun_lst_r'aL101l1<
should seriously look into this issue and not just lov

*
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The resolution said Ebdane’s
action counstitutes a violation of
Section 3 (e) of Republic Act (RA)
3019, which prohibits government
officials from using their positions
to give unwarranted benefits, ad-
vantage or preference to private
party, as well as Usurpation of Of- |
ficial Functions under Article 177 . |
of the Revised Penal Code. Aside
from Ebdane, also indicted for
Theft of Minerals under Section
103 of RA 7942 or the Philippine
Mining Act of 1995 were four in-
dividuals from Geoking.

What's even more puzzlingis the
closure of OceanaGold’s Didipio op-
erationsin Nueva Vizcaya. The com-
panyisa “posterboy” for responsible
mining, with no less than President
Duterte conferring on it the award
of being a model company in the ex-
traction industry.

OceanaGold Philippines Inc.
Chairman Joey P. Leviste Jr. told
BusinegsWiseinaninterviewthathe
was shocked upon learning that his
company was one of those ordered
closed, saying that such order has
no legal leg to stand on. .

Leviste told BusinessWise that
the Didipio operation is not in viola-
tionofanylaws, rulesorregulations,
anddoesnotposeanythreattopublic
health and safety.

To be continued

For comments and suggestions, e-mail me at
mvalav@gmail.com
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Mining i_ridustry gasps for breath

Val A. Villanueva

__ BUSINESSWISE

ITH over $14 trillion worth of minerals waiting to be
excavated from identified mining areas, who could fault
those who compare the Philippines to a poor man sitting

on a pot of gold?

But that pot of gold is looking
morelike wishful thinking oranun-
fulfilled dream with what I believe
is a reckless move by the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural
Resources’s (DENR) head, Regina
Paz L. Lopez, to shut down 23 and
suspend five mining operations in
what was described in the industry
ascomingfromanemotional, rather
than a rational, mind.

Lopez, who has yet to be con-
firmed as DENR secretary by the
Senate’s powerful Commission on
Appointments, apparently made
the move on her own, ignoring the
recommendations of the Mines and
Geosciences Bureau (MGB). Her ba-
sis: these mining companies operate
in "functional watersheds".

In fact, the Chamber of Mines of
the Philippines (COMP) believes that
the closure of the 23 mining opera-
tions “may not have been based on
the review conducted by the MGB.”

AccordingtoNeila Halcon, COMP
executivevicepresident, reportsthat

" reached them “said MGB personnel

wereevenbanned fromher [Lopez's]
press conference,” where she an-
nounced her decision.

Lopez said the Philippines could
live without the expected revenues
from the industry. She also refused
torevealthe MGBrecommendations,
butsaidshewouldbewillingtoshare
them with President Duterteif asked,

Thus, with one fell swoop, Lopez
has put at risk 67,000 jobs and ig-
nored the potential for the industry
togenerateabout P66.6billionworth
of annual production. By disregard-
ing a thorough vetting process, she
has cost the government some P16.7
billion in tax revenues.

Of the mines facing closure, 17
are involved in nickel production.
These firms represent about half of
the country’s annual nickel output,
with the country being the world’s

biggest supplier bf nickelsince 2012,
in the aftermath of Indonesia’s ban
on mineral exports. '

Most of these nickel miners are
located in Zambales. Documents
show, however, that those respon-
sible for environmental degrada-
tion in Zambales are seven Chinese
companies that had gouged out the
area, using nickel mining as pre-
text, Apparently, the responsible
mining companies that have been
shut down were not the cause of the
large-scale environmental ruin in
that province.

Last year the Office of the Om-
budsmanhasfoundprobable cause to
charge Zambales Gov. Hermogenes
Ebdane Jr. with graft and usurpa-
tion of duty in connection with the
alleged anomalous issuance of per-
mits to a small-scale mining firm.
The permits allegedly paved the way
fortheillegalhaulingand shipping of
chromite, valued at more than P211
million, from the province.

In a 32-page resolution, the Om-
budsman Special Panel for the En-
vironment concluded that Ebdane
had usurped the functions of the
Provincial Mining RegulatoryBoard
by issuing several small-scale min-
ing permits to Geoking Asia Mining
Corp. to haul chjrornite from the site
of the Coto Chromite Project in Sitio
Cotoin Masinlojc, Zambales, despite
the existing agreement between the
provincial government and large-
scale mining company Consolidated
Mines Inc.
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Parasainyong reaksyon: l-typeABANTE <space>EDITORIAL

E D l Ta R IAL <space>MESSAGE at i-sand 52 2009
u ] u n I
Hindi napapalitan ang kalikasan!

1sa sa maraming bagay na sinusuportahan ng Simbahang Katolika sa mga polisiya
ni Pangutong Digong Duterte — bukod sa ‘bloodless’ na war on drugs at pagsugpo sa
kriminalidad at kahirapan — ay ang puso nito para sa kalikasan.

Panahon pa lamang ng kampanya noon ay pumapalakpak na ang Simbahan, lalo na
ang mga ‘green’ advocates, sa mga pahayag hi noo’y kandidatong Duterte na ilulunsad
niya ang giyera sa mga mapaminsalang minahan,

Hindi naman niya nilahat. Pero malinaw ang binitiwan niyang salita noon na walang

puwang ang mga minahan na lumalabag sa umiiral na batas a1 higit sa lahat ay ang

hindi sumusunod sa batas ng kalikasan.

Nang iupo ni Pangulong
Natural Resources (DENR),
ang kalikasan ay regalo ng

Diyos sa tao na mahalagang mahalin
Lumagpas man ang anim na buwan bago nakarinig ng matig
naman. Umabot sa 23 minahan o mining operations ang ikinand

Digong si ABS-CBN executive Gina Lopez bilang kalihim ng Department of Environment and
muling pumalakpak ang mga environmentalists at ang Simbahan at iba pang religious sect dahil
at pangalagaan,

as na desisyon ang sambayanan kay Sec. Lopez, tila sutit
ado nito.

Kamakalawa ay inamin ni Sec. Lopez na ang rekomendasyon

sa kanya ng audit team,

mga dokumento o papeles ng lahat ng minah

an sa bansa at akiuwal n

na inatasan niyang kumalikot sa

a sumilip sa kanilang operasyon, ay pagmultahin lang
ang mga minahang ito na mayroong violations o mga paglabag.

Pero matigas ang naging posisyon ng kalihim na ipasara ang mga ito.

Ang kanyang rason: walang katapat na pera ang pinsalang idinudulot ng mga minahang ito na hindi sumusunod sa mga
pamantayang itinakda, una sa kalikasan at pangalawa sa buhay at kalusugan ng mga tao sa lugar ng kanilang operasyon.

Hindi na nga naman kuwestyon kung kumikita ang gobyerno, na ang lotoo nga ay barya lang ang napupunta sa pamaha-
loan habang humihiga sa pera ang mga kumpanyang humihigop ng mina, lalo na ng nickel kung saan numero unong supplier

ang Pilipinas sa buong mundo. Hindi na pinag-uusapan kung malaking multa ang pwedeng masingil sana.} Ang posisyon ni

Sec. Lopez ay “hindi napapalitan ang kalikasan” at “walang katapat na presyo ang nasisirang buhay at kabuhayan ng mga
taong napipinsala ng mga minahan na jto.”

Sa paglalarawan pa ni Seec. Lopez, pumupula ang katubigan (dagat man ‘yan o ilog), dumudumi at nalalason ang mga
watershed na siyang pinanggagalingan ng tubig na tumutuio sa gripo ng bawat kabahayan,

Ang tanong: nagsalita na si Pangulong Digong na sinusuportahan niya ang kampanya at mga desisyon ni Sec. Lopez,
bakit gusto pang umeksena ng Mababang Kapulungan at pumupormang imbestigahan ang ‘closure order” ni Sec. Lopez?
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Nginhena entices motorists with a tray of organically grown -

vegetables from Didipio, Kasibu, Nueva Vizcaya, rightin her backyard along the OceanaGold

{Philippines) Inc. access road.

OceanaGold institutionalized
as ‘green’ mining company

STORY AND PHOTO
BY LroNARDO PERANTE 1]

HEfirst Financial Technical Assistance
TAgreement {FTAA) signed by former
President Fidel V. Ramos issued all the
precenditions and terms governing large-
scale mining operations in the country.
Itallowed Australian mining company
OceanaGold (Philippines) Inc. (0GPI) to
explore in the mining village of Didipio
in Nueva Vizcaya. The Partial Declaration
of Mining Feasibility area of 975
hectares has been classified as mineral
tand. Residents of impacted areas were
compensated under the Surface Rights
Acquisition Scheme. " ‘
“The old road to the mining village was
merely an abandoned logging trail. It is
of this reason the company prioritized

a road network and bridges connected
to nearby villages approximately a total
107 kilemeters, including a well-paved

22-kilometer mining-access highway as-

part of its Social Development Program,
dubbed We Care. Hillside farmers at the
mining village are now into large-scale

vegetable farming. What used to be

idle mountainside contours have been
converted into productive vegetahle
gardens planted with organically grow )
vegetables. With rolling terrain, th.
contour-farming villages of Tucod any
Dingasan in Quirno, are also known for
bananas, cassava, citrus and ¢orn ¢rops
in enermous yolumes.

Many séé the substantial daily food
requirements of Didipio operations a
potential prospect that encouraged a
number of local farmers to shift from

traditional-rice farfning to organic
vegetable production..

Mang Cornelie, who cultivates plots of
high-value vegetables in Barangay Tucod,
claims the favorable climate and paved
road network provided by the mining
company also serve a steady market for
his crops. ‘

“With all of these promising potentials,
farmers|ike us could also grow'edible gold’
inour farms,” the enterprising farmer said.

Dr. Pio Javier, an entomologist from
the University of the Philippines, was
commissioned by the Australian mining
firm to conduct on-site investigative study
to come up with real score what caused the
devastation and, finally, answer problems
now confronting the citrus industry in -
town. Decline in citrus production was
documented since the 1970s, even before

-Didipio Mine started operations.

"It is exactly of the same reason we
initiated citrus forum among our local
farmers to educate them further on proper
production and postharvest management,
Citrus is a nutritious, high-value fruit,
which is incidentally grown in many
upland villages, a hand-reach away to our
dining tables, where we feed more than
1,800 mining employees three times a
day,” 0GPI SYP for Communications and
External Affairs Chito Gozar said.

OceanaGold Sustainable Agroforestry
Inc. {0GSAI), an affiliate of OGPI, run; a
100-hectare commercial-tree plantation
at Dibibi Village in Cabarroguis, Quirina.

Inatechnical services agreemant with
OGPI as a service provider, 0GSAI shall
manage and operate a central nursery for
the production of various agro-forest tree
seedlings needed in the commercial-tree
plantation and implement reforestation
projects of the Australian mining firm.
The tree-seedling pmdhction has reached
1 million in the past three years.

As part of its advocacy, organic
agriculture is highly encouraged, as
demonstrated at the 0GSAl farm for
pesticide-free and safe-to-eat veggies.
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Suportahan s DENR chief Ging Lopez
Pinoy sa diskarie ni Gina

na isara ang mga
minahan sa iba‘t-ibang lugar sa Philippines my Philippines dahif sinistra
lamang nito ang kapaligiran af kalikasan,

Ika nga, tumpak! .

Ayonsa Mga assetng mga kuwa
lamang ang nakikinaha
pinagta-irabahg sa m,
ay hindi birg, -
Sabi nga, nakakasuka!

YON S8 mga asset ng mg

a kuwago ng ORa MISMO, na hindi
dapat magpataic si Ginasa gusio N3 mga bilyonaryang may-aring mga
minahan dapat palagan niya ang mga ito,

-+ lkanga, huwag siyang bibigay!
Abangan,

gong ORA MISMO, totoong kaynt
Ng at matiit din ang kinikita ng iga minero na
ga minahan samantala ang sinisira ng mga ito
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level may now be mirrored at
the macroconsumers level, For
instance, how come the knife
fish seems unaffecied by the
extant pollution, while tilapia
and bangus are dwindling in
number and diminishing in
size?

The BFAR has chosen ayun-
gin (Leipotherapon plinnbeus)
as indicator fish to signal the
return of favorable water of
Laguna de Bay. In 2013, the
highest total catch of this spe-
cies was in Central Bay, while
the lowest was in Easf Bay.

Recommendations

The EHRC asserts “people
can make a difference.” Gov-
ernment agencies and local
communities must work to-
gether. An interagency techni-
cal working group has been
formed to harmonize efforts
for the implementation of
projects and strategies for the
containment and prevention
of the spread of clown knife
fish (Notopterus chitala), which
now causes biological pollu-
tion in the lake. There mustbe a
sustained mobilization of com-
munities to participaie in the
massive retrieval of the knife
fish. More efforts must be made
of providing livelihood oppor-
tunities through development
of value adding technology
for the economic utilization of
the knife fish. There should be
& more energized operation of
the BFAR interactive invasive
fishes webpage for information
dissemination and participa-
tory citizen science,

This writer supports Presi-
dent Duterte’s move to disman-
tle the illegally installed fishpens
and cages in the lake which con-
tinue to limit the bredthing space

Saving Laguna de Bay 2

By MACRINA TAMAYO-ZAFARALLA, PhD

of the fish which obviously need
awide space for growth, mobil-
ity and foraging,

The illegally installed fish-
pens should be dismantled
gradually and Systematically
to ensure that the fish supply
will not be abruptly brought to
a critically low level. And the
action of dismantling should
tend towards the production
of high quality fish. The entire
effort of lake rehabilitation
should be holistic for the sake
of people and the environment.

The EHRC points to a new
technology that helps restore
water quality, namely the
UPLB Aquatic Macrophyte
Biosorption System (AMBS).
A simple low-cost phytore-
mediation system developed
at UPLB, the AMBS uses bam-
boo and native aquatic plants
(water hyacinth or kangkong),
and is applicable in shallow

S tmtégy an
|

\

streams and rivers. It can serve
as an intervention that makes
for aholistic approach to habi-
fat restoration not only of the
streams in which it is installed,
buti also, and ultimately, the
Laguna de Bay, the final des-
tination of the lake's tributary
streams. Over the last seven
years that the AMBS has been
operational in the Molawin
Biopark, Tanay River and Pan-
gaoRiver of Lipa City, native
fishes in tremendous numbers
have come back — evidence
of habitat restoration. As, the
technology cited in the EHRC
that can help restore water
quality, this low-cost phytore-
mediation technology may yet
be the system to give hope for
a much needed attitudina]
change among riverside and
lakeside communities owing
to the return of aquatic life as a
visible evidence of a successfu]
habitat restoration.

About the author:

A professor emeritus at the
Institute of Biological Sciences,
College of Arts and Sciences,
UPLB, Macrina Tamayo-Zafiir-
alla conceptualized the Biopark
d the AMBS.

-




P (;E

o b o

.OWER HALT
STRAT h(.](,_(()MMUN[(/\I!()N AND lNlllA l“lVl*q SERVICE

w

The passion of Sen. Legarda

ast February 6, Senate cli-

mate change committee

chair Loren Legarda deliv-

ered a passionate speech
onwater.

She gave alarming statis-
tics, citing www.water.org:
“There are still 8 million Fil-
ipinos who lack access to safe
water, and 25 million lack ac-
cess to improved sanitation.
Eighteen Filipinos die daily
from diarrhea and water-borne
diseases, while 55 Filipinos die
daily from diseases caused by
lack of proper sewage and ade-
quate sanitation facilities.”

Analysis, Qur agriculture us-
es 8o percent of water. When
there are floods caused largely
by 5.7-million denuded hectares
of former forest lands, water is
everywhere. In this case, water
destroys our crops. When
drought hits, which is becoming
more often because of climate
change, water is nowhere.

The National Irrigation Au-
thority (NIA} has an annual
budget of more than P25 hil-
lion. The money allows it to
cover thousands of hectares
forirrigation, yet wrong priori-
ties sometimes kick in.

Furthermore, sans any in-
tegrated water program, we
collect only 4 percent of our
rainwater.

The Asian Water Develop-
ment Output, a joint effort of
the Asian Development Bank
and Asia-Pacific Water Forum,
states: “These water problems
are caused primarily by inap-
propriate management prac-
tices, rather than physical
scarcity of water.”

in the National Water Secu-
rity Index (NWSI) covering 48
countries, the Philippines is at
38, much lower than Indeone-
sia’s 27 and Malaysia’s 8. What
should be done?

Legarda's answer: “We
need to craft a roadmap for

sustainable water use, and con-.

solidate all water agencies to
address issues such as overlap-
ping and fragmented regula-

"tion of water supply and ser-

vices.”

COMMENTARY

ERNESTO M. ORDONEZ

Today, there is no roadmap
to speak of. Furthermore, there
is no entity that can consoli-
date the more than 30 water-
related agencies that hardly
talk to each other.

Action. We suggest four
recommendations that will
translate Legarda's rhetoric in-

to reality with effective imple-

mentation.

First, with the magnitude of
the water problem, President
Rodrigo Duterte himself must
lead in addressing the crisis. He
should do this in the same way
he has heen taking the drug
problem by the horns.

During the Senate interpel-
lation, Sen, Vicente Sotto III

commented that the number of

people who died from the wa-
ter crisis far exceeded the

number of extrajudicial
killings.
Senator Franklin Drilon

lamented that water has not
been given the priority atten-
tion it deserves, Senators Cyn-
thia Villar and Richard Gordon
explained the initiatives they
did for organizations like the
Red Cross. These can be easily
replicated, but are woefully
lacking in terms of national
scale.

Fortunately, at a January 20
meeting in Malacanang, the
President’s role started to be-
come clear. The Cabinet Secre-

tary and the chiefs of the de- .

partments of Environment,
Agriculture, Local Government
and the National Economic and
Development Authority gave
their strong commitment to
the formulation of a water
roadmap and a National Water
Summit this coming June.
Second, directions should
now be translated for the sake
of accountable entities and the
proper budget support mustbe
given. The proposals must be
submitted by each relevant

government agency to the De-
partment of Budget and Man-
agement by April this year, in
time for the drafting| of the
2018 budget. |
Third, and most impozt
indicators for success|or¥ail%
ure in 2017 should be specxﬁed“
using 2016 as baseline. | ‘
For example, a UP Los
Baios recommendatlon that
Small Water Impounding Pro-
jects (SWIPs) should be pro-
moted’is laudable. But these
should be translated 1nt0 spe-

-cific SWIP targets that show a

significant increase from the
2016 baseline. In addmon, in-
creased targets should also be
made for repairing the current-
ly defective and neglected
SWIPs being used ‘per
province.

Fourth, since Elnstem has

defined insanity as expecting

something different from the
same things being done, each
governmernt water-related
agency should immediately
submit different initiatives to
show their commitment to ad-
dressing the water crisis.

With no less than the Presi-
dent’s political will and guid-
ance, crvstallized by the Cabi-
net Secretary’s SpElelC direc-
tions and monitoring mecha-
nisms, Legarda’s passion to ad-
dress the crisis will result in an
action-oriented remedy to the
sad state of water in our coun-
try. INQ.

The author is Agriwateh chair, former Secre-
tary of Presidential Programs and Projects,
and former undersecretary aé the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Deﬁartment of
Trade and Industry. Contact the author via
agriwatch_phil@yahoo.com.
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ter crisis ‘by 2040’ places

nagement practices in focus

ajed water code needs a major
i the face of a severe water

- hight creep in sooner than
wcted, a legislator and repre-
s pf a contractor overseeing a
aler security project said.
hilippines will likely encounter
whter shortage by 2040,"

_aren B. Legarda said. “But |
artually worse than that be-
’1ie already experiencing severe
Jtage.”

agarda blamed the impending
the “combined impact of rapid
31 growth and the negative
flimate change.” She issued
jng during the faunch of a

k| that aims to guide journalists
cover water issues.

dok is part of an initiative led
Agency for International
mlent (USAID), which tapped
irm Aecom International

mient to hanele its “Be Secure”
nfthe Philippines. The project
s(goad governance and boosts
itry's capability for leng-term
wprity and resiliency amid
change.

N 5 a =

“I'm not sure if it should be a new
department but we should review
and rationalize the performance, the
mandate of the 30 water agencies
lodged under different departments
of government to see why despite the

proliferation of so many agencies we

are stili waterless,” Ms. Legarda said on
the sidelines of the event.

Citing government statistics,
USAID said more than 14 million
Filipinos had no access 1o safe water
in 2013, and 3.3 million in 2014, 1t said
even those with access to water were
still experiencing some form of water
shortage.

“Ang dami nang magagandang
batas (We have plenty of good laws).”

Ms. Legarda said she was pinning her
hopes on a national water summit in the
comning months, which will be convened
by former Trade Undersecretary Ernesto
M. Ordofiez, who is now in the private
sector, The summit will also involve the
Department.of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR}-and the Climate
Change Commission.

“It will have recommendations on

how to solve the water crisis. | think it's

appropriate to say that there is a water
crisis already,” she said.

Elisea G. Gozun, climate resiliency
team leader for the USAID project, said
the summit aims to put together a road
map for water security.

“And if part of that road map shows
that there are critical policy reforms and
institutional reforms, [that’s the] next
step,” she said.

“We just have to update the water
code ... Its circa 19705 and the condi-
fions in the Philippines have substantially
changed, not just in terms of water but
also the demand on water itself,” she said.

Ms. Gozun, a former environment
secretary, said the concept of water
resource management is not yet In
the code, and neither are concepts on
proper pricing of water, demand man-
agement, efficiency and conservation,
She said the USAID project had funded
a study that will offer recommendations

on how to update the water code.

“It's going through consultations
now under the new administration and
hopefully it will feed into a policy reform
in government,” she said, — Victer V.
Saulon

; W FiLE PHOTO
THE outdated water code needs a
major overhaul in the face of a severe
water crisis that might creep in sooner
than many expected
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NOONG ika-15 ng Enero,
2017, tinanggap ng Pllipi-
nas ang opisyal na tung-
kulin bilang ASEAN chair-
manship sa Davao City
mula sa dating host coun-
try, Laos.

Nilikha ang ASEAN no-
ong 1967 na may lima inis-
yal na miyembro, kung saan
kasama ang Indonesia, Ma-
laysia, Philippines, Singapore
at Thailand. Sa taongito, ipag-
dirlwang ng sampung mi-
yembro ng ASEAN's — Bru-
nei, Cambodia, Indonesia,
Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Philippines, Singapore, Thai-
land at Vietnam ang ika-50
“golden” anniversary,

Pinangunahan ng
Department of Social Welfare
and Development (DSWD)
ang pagbubukas ng ASEAN
Socto-Cultural Gommunity
{ASCC) Pillar sa Marquee
Mall sa Angeles City, Pam-
panga hilang bahagi ng pagi-
ging punong-abala o host ng
Association of South East
Asian Nations ¢ ASEAN nga-
yong taon.

$a nakaraang kagana-
pan, si Ambassador Marciano
Paynor Jr., ASEAN 2017
Philippines Director-General
for Operations, ang nanguna
sa pagbibigay kahalagahan
upang malaman ng nakara-
rami kung ano ang ASEAN,
Binanggit niya na ang ibang
tao sa ibang ASEAN coun-
tries ay may malawak na

kaalaman tungkol sa anoang

parnayanan.

Samantalang kaunti la-
mang sa mga Pliipino ang
nakakaatam kung ano ang
ASEAN. Kaya ayon sa kan-
yanapapanahon na upang tu-
fuan ang ating mga mama-

ANG INYONG

'LINGKOD

DR. HILDA C. ONG

NWRE KASAMA SAMGA
PILLAR NG ASEAN SOCI0-
CULTURAL COMMUNITY

mayan, higit sa fahat umpi-
sahan natin sa mga kabataan

ang pagliinaw kung ano ang

ASEAN.

cy

{ ASEAN 50

N '}"FHILinDiNES 2017

Ang National \v:Vaten_' Re-
sources Board ay nakitahok
sa nasabing aktibidad danil

. ang Department of Environ-

ment and Natural Resources
(DENR), na siyang mother
agency nito ay kabilang sa
mga ahensya na tutulong sa
ilalim ng ASCC pillar.

Dumalo ang mga kalahok
na nanggaling sa mga ahen-
sya ng pamahalaan, mga pri-
badong instﬂusyon‘, civil so-
clety organizations at sa aca-
demy, }

Ang Isang-araw na akti-
bidad ay naging masaya at
naaaliw silang lahal sa per-
formance ng “KASAMAKA sa
Bulacan at Angeles City
Trade School dance troupes”
at sa dalawang soprano si-
ngers na nag-dubbed bilang
Nightingales.
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Poe: Environment must not be sacrificed
in traffic-related emergency power

SENATOR Grace Poe has given assurance that envi-
ronmental protection will remain 4 “top priority” in
the implementation of projects under the traffic-re-
lated emergency powers to be granted to President
Rodrigo Dutette. ’

Poe stressed this point yesterday during the opening
of the plenary debates on Senate Bill No. 1284 or the
Traffic and Congestion Crisis Act designed to grant the
President emergency. powers to deal with the traffic
problem. ] :

Poe said while the process for securing permits is
streamlined and certain licenses are being waived in-
duding the grant of an environmental compliance cer-
tificate (Ecg)r, she suggested that the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources be part of an
advisory council that will make recommendations to
the Traffic Crisis Manager.

" “We will definitely not sacrifice the environment
and natural resources for this because if we do so, then

we are just creating one problem after attempting to

solveone,” said Poe, chairperson of the Senate Cammit-
tee on Public Services. .

However, she hopes that while environmental pro-
tection is very critical, it should “not hold hastage” the
key projects to be implemented under the emergency
powers since the duration of the special powers to be
granted to the Executive branch will be less than three

ears. i

Y “Experience tells us that the issuance of an environ-
mental compliance certificate usually takes six to seven
months, 50 we really need to expedife the process,” Poe
said.

The grant of an ECC — a document issued by the
Environmental Management Bureau of the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural Resources {DENR)
indicating that the proposed project will not cause
significant negative environmental impact — is man-
dated under Presidential Decree 1586 issued in 1978 but
which the emergency act could suspend for a short
duration, while &le traffic crisis is being addressed.

Currently, contractors are required to' secure five
permits from different government agencies before it
can proceed with the construction of an infrastructure
project. The required licenses are local government
permit from the LGU concerned; approved traffic re-
routing scheme from the Metropolitan Manila Devel-
opment Authority; ECC from the DENR; excavation
permit from the Department of Public Works and
Highways; and tree-cutting permit from the DENR.

The measure authorizes the President, through his

appointed Traffic Crisis Manager, to use alternative |

methods of procurement under existing laws to speed
up the implementation of key transportation projects to
address traffic woes,

W
ks

ICE
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Environmental protection
remains a priority—Poe

By Macon Araneta

SENATOR Grace Poc has given
assurances that environmental
protection will remain a top prior-
ity in the implementation of proj-
ects in the traffic-related emer-
Eency powers.

“We will definitely not sacri-
fice the environment and natural
resources for this because if we
do so, then we are just creating
one problem afier attempting to
solve one,” said Poe,

During the opening of the ple-
nary debates on Senate Bill No.
1284 or the Traffic and Conges-
tion Crisis Act, Poe said while the
process for securing permits was
streamlined and certain licenses
were being waived including the
grant of an environmental com-
pliance certificate, she suggested
the Department of Environment
- and Natural Resources be part of
an advisory council that would
make recommendations to the
Traffic Crisis Manager.

“What’s sad even in the right-
of-way issues {is that we see] one
government agency against an-
other government agency, when
in fact the reason why we are
doing this is we are all in this to-
gether in a crisis,” he said.

“So I think the least of our wor-
ries should be our own agencies
throwing hurdles in front of us,
rendering this Emergency Crisis
Att inutile,” she said.

“We will streamline this and if
they need to have 2 representative
in the board dr in the advisory

council' then maybe that’s one

area that we need to put as safe-

guard,” she added.

Poe, chairperson of the Senate
commitiee on public services,
however, hopes that while envi-

ronmental protection is very criti--

cal, it should not hold hostage the
key projects to be implemented
under the emerpency powers
since the duration of the special
powers to be granted to the Exec-
utive will be less than three years.

According to Poe, “experience

tells us™ that the issuance of an
environmental compliance cer-
tificate usually takes six to seven
months, “so we really need to ex-
pedite the process.” -

Under Section 16 of the emer-
gency powers bill, provisions of

the Local Governtnent Code on

the issuance of building permits
and requiring prior consultation,
the National Building Code re-
quiring building permits before
any waork is started, Presidential
Decree No. 1586 and its imple-
menting rules and regulations,
and the Labor Code requiring
clearances for foreign employ-
ment are temporarily suspended
to expedite the process and ef-
fectively roll out transportation
projects. :
The grant of an ECC— a docu-
ment issued by the Environmen-
tal Management Bureau of the
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources indicating the
proposed project will not cause
significant negative environmen-
tal impact—is mandated under
PD 1586 issued in 1978 but which
the emergency act could suspend
for a short duration; while the
traffic crisis is being addressed.
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REHABILITASYONNG
DUMPSITE NG DAGUPAN

SUMASAILALIM sarehabilitasyon ang dumpsite ng Dagupan Cfty,

Pangasinan, na isinara ng Department of Environmen and Natirral
Resources (DENR) noong Enero 21, at sa lalong madaling panahon ay
tataniman ng mga puno at gulay. i

Ito ang ibinahagi ni Ronald De Guzman, waste management officer ng
lungsod, at sinabi na ito ay pagtalima sa Republic Act 9003 na tinatawag
na “Ecological Solid Waste Management Act of 2000,

Nagsalita si De Guzman sa public hearing na isinagawa ng Committee
‘onEnvironment and Natural Resources n g city council na pinamumunu;%m
ni Councilor Jeslito Seen, o

“Soon, we will start conducting tree planting as part of the rehabilitation
of the dumpsite,” ani De Guzman,

Isinara ang open dumpsite ng lun gsod nang maglabas ng cease-and
desist order ang regional office ng Environment Management Bureau
(EMB), isang ahensiya ng DENR.

. Dinaluhan ng lahat g mga barangay chairman at iba pang mga
stakeholder, idinetalye sa public hearing ang mga binabalak na gagawin
ng lungsod para maiwasang umabot sa krisis ang kasalukuyang probIem?
sabasura ng lungsod. _ -

Ipinasa ng lungsod noong Pebrero 1 ang isang ecological waste
management plan para sa taong 2015 hanggang 2024 na kung matagumpay
nha maisasakatuparan ay magiging malinis at environment—friendly city
ang Dagupan at kasama ang mga mamamayan nito na inatasang tumulong
Sa pangangasiwa ng basura ng lungsod sa pamamagitan ng paghihiwa- \
hiwalay ng iba't ibang uri ng basura at pagbabawas nito. '

. Umaasasi Konsehal Seen nia maisasaayos ang basura nglungsod bilang
Pagtugon na rin sa probisyon ng RA 9003. %
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ADB climate opera
record $3.7 billio

he Asian Development Bank
(ADB) approved $3.7 billion in
climate finance investments
in 2016, according to recently
released figures — marking a 42% boost
from the $2.6 billion reached in 2015. Es-
timates show thatin 2016, climate finance

from ADB’s internal sources reached a-

record $2.65 billion for climate mitigation
and $1.08 billion for climate adaptation,
“ADB is responding to the Paris
Agreement by boosting its support to
climate action in developing member

countries in line with thejr Nation- -
ally Determined Contributions and the -

Sustainable Development Goals,” said
ADB Presidént Takehiko Nakao, “ADB
remains committed to scaling up its
climate financing to $6 billion by 2020,
of which $4 billion will target mitigatio’n
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and $2-billion adaptation.” It is expected
that ADB’s spending on climate change
will increase to around 30% ofits overall
financing by 2020.
In addition to its own finaneing, ADB
. mobilized $701 million from external
sources, with $595 million invested in
mitigation and $106 million in adapta-
tion, Including financing from external
sources, ADB delivered over $4.4 billion
in climate finance in 2016, ‘
ADB said it will continue to work with
bublic and private sector partners to
mobilize additional financing for climate
projects; In December 2016, the Green
Climate Fund announced its support to
ADP’s ptoposed Pacific Islands Renew-
able Energy Investment Program. This
includes a $12-million grant to help the
Cook Islands install energy storage sys-
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tions reach
nin2016

fems and subport private sector invest-
ment in renewable energy, as wel] as a
$5-million grant to assist seven Pacific
island countries to transition to renew-
able energy sources,

In response to climate action com-
mitments made under the COP21 Paris
agreement b‘y its developing member
countries (DMCs), ADB is developing a
Climate Chax}ge Strategic Framework.
The strategic framework wil| spell out
ADB’s future direction regarding cli-
mate change from 2017 to 2030, and will
feed into ADB’s new corporate strategy
toward 2030, which is currerntly under
development. It will also outline how
ADB will deliver on its $6-billion goal by
2020 and the anticipated growth in DMC
demand for ADRB support for climate
action to 2030,
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lilegal loggers, next target ng DENR

Papgkatapos ng pasa-
bop na pagkastigo sa mga
-delingkwente at pasaway
na mining firms, sunod na
target ng Department of
Environment and Natural
Resources {DENR) ang
paglipol sa mga illegal log-
gers na dahilan ng pagka-
kalbo ng mga kagubatan.

Kahapon, inanun-
syo ni DENR Secretary
Gina Lopez ang resulta

ng limang araw na ope-
rasyon ng Environmental
Anti-Crime Task Fotce
sa Agusan del Sur kung
saan nasa 2,000 piraso ng
malalaking punong-kahoy
ang nasabat.

Ayon kay Lopez,
iba't ibang klase ng ka-
hoy tulad ng Lanipao,
Mahogany at Malapajo
ang nasabat ng task force
simula February 2 hang-

gang February 6.
Nakuha ang mga’il-
legal cut logs sa Sitio
Mantuyom at Sitio Sote
sa Makarlika, Bislig City;
gayundin sa bayan ng
Talacogon, at Trento sa
Agusan del Sur.
Naglabas rin ng
marching order ang ka-
lihim sa lahat ng regional
directors ng DENR sa bu-
ong kapuluan na simulan

na ang intensive crack-
down sa mpa (illegal log-
ging activities sa kanilang
nasasakupan.

“I'm warning all DENR
regional people who al-
lowed this to happen - heads
will roll!” giit ni Lopez.

Samantala, sa isang
post sa official website
ng Department of En-
vironment and Natural-
Resources (DENR), na-
kapaskil ang open letter
ng Archdiocese of Lipa
kay Pangulong Rodrigo
Duterte hinggil sa pag-
suporta ng Simbahan sa
isyu ng ilegal na pagmi-
mina. (Jun Tadios/Noel
Abuel/Tina Mendoza) -
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é,doo illegal logs nasabat sa Agusan

Halos 2,000 punong kahoy na ilegal, na pinutel ang nasabat ng Department
of Environment Natural Resources (DENR) sa limang araw na operasyon sa Agusan
Del Sur.

Mula Pebrero 2 hanggang 6, isinagawa ng Environmental Anti-Crime Task
Force ang operasyon sa Sitio Mantuyom at Sitio Sote sa Makarlika, Bislig City;
gayundin sa bayan ng Talacegon, at Trento sa Agusan Del Sur; at sa Trento,

Dito na nagresulta sa pagkakasabat sa mga putulputol na kahoy na
kinabibilangan ng mga Dipterocarps, Lanipao, Mahogany at Malapajo.

Ang operasyon ayon kay DENR Secretary Gina Lopez ay layong tuldukan ang
lumalalang illegal logging sa kani-kanilang nasasakupan, Beth Camia

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERV]CE
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NASABAT ng Depast-
ment of Environment
Natural Resources
(DENR) ang hales
2,000 punong kahoy
na iligal na pinuto! sa ;
Agusan Del Sur. §

Ayon kay DENR. 1
nagsagawa ang  ka-
nilang  Environmental
Anti-Crime Task Force
ang  operasyon muly
noong February 2 hang-
gang 6,

Ang mga nasabat
ha punong kahoy ay
kinabibilangan ng mga
Dipicrocarps, Lanipao,
Mahogany, Malapajo at
iba pa,

Nakuba ang mga
illegal cut log sa itio
Mantuyom at  Sitjo
Sot¢ sa Makarlika, Bis-
lig City; gayundin sa
bayan ng Talacogon at
Trento sa Agusan Del
Sur at sa Trento,

Kaugnay nito, ina-
lasan  din ng DENR
ang lahat ng regional
directors na tapusin ang
illegal logging sa kani-
kanitang nasasakupan.

Kung mabibigo ang
mga ito na aksiyonan
ang illegal logging,
sinabi ni DENR Scc.
Gina Lopez na maha-
harap sila sa adminis-
trative case o discipli-
nary actions. PMRT

1
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E Haribon Foundation has
ached a Biodiversity Fellows
gram (BFP), a training course
local leaders and environmen-
»fficers from the municipalities
rounding the biodiversity-
1 Naujan Lake National Park
NP} in Oriental Mindoro.

he Biodiversity Fellows Pro-
m, or BFP, is a coaching and
ntoring program funded in
t by the United States Agency
International Development

ation leaders in the effective
nagement and protection of
NLNP sub-watersheds in the
r neighboring municipalities
Naujan, Victoria, Socorro dnd
3, Haribon explained.

'he Naujan Lake National Park
ers 21,655 hectares of land
abited by threatened endemic
cies such as the Tamaraw,
lippine pine, Mindoro warty
. Philippine teak, Mindoro
eding-heart pigeon, and the
lippine duck, which is listed
|nerable by the International

CN). :
Despite its ecological impor-
1ce, pressures that include land-
z conflicts, over-extraction of
spurces and poor waste man-
rment threaten the Naujan
te National Park and its sub-
tersheds.

— e e

ns and forests that surround the
wjan Lake is the focus of this
ining,” explained Haribon proj-
timanager Noel Resurreccion.

PAID) that aims to train con- *

ion for Conservation of Nature

The protection of the moun- =

aribon trains LGUs to
rotect Naujan watershed |

Conservation begins in
knowledge

:'.ifEugene Gonzales of the Philip-

"pine-American Fund welcomed

; the program participants at a

. Tecent seminar, describing the
;.concept of biodiversity in the Fili-
. pino language, “1to ang halu-halo,
-pagkakaugnay at gulong o siklo ng
buhay (It is the diverse and con-
;.nected cycle of life).”
Danilo Balete, research associate
- from the Field Museum of Natural
.History in Chicago, stressed the
- importance of understanding how
ecology and ecosystems function
+in order to confront the various
- threats to the Naujan Lake wa-

.- tersheds.

He cautioned against the ram-

- pant nature-degrading activities in
* the guise of development projects

“and proposals, and distinguished

"the consumptive and productive

“use of natural resources.

i “Will you risk erosion after a

* typhoon for the sake of money?”
*'Balete asked rhetorically.
According to a study by the
“Karlsruhe Institute for Technol-
“ogy and the University of the
" Philippines, various forms of
agroforestry and agriculture that
"caused the soil and forest deg-
:'radation in Mindoro result in
“unsustainable rates of erosion
" and reduced biodiversity.”
"1 live near the Naujan Lake. In
OUr community, erratic weather
‘conditions have been strongly felt
by ordinary people in the recent
“years because of our declining for-
.ests,” lamented Leonardo Camo,

||Haribon Foundation €00 Maria Belinda de la Paz speaks to Naujan Lake
aders during the recent Biodiversity Fellowship Program training session.
HOTO BY KITTY AMANTE/HARIBON FOUNDATION

SAFE HAVEN

Although considered

endangered, Tufted
" Ducks (Aythya fuligula)
" canbe foundin Naujan
. lake by the thousands.
T 'PHOTO BY DAVID
- QUIMPO/HARIBON

O IMDATIAN

chairman of the Victoria Organic
Farmers Association. -

Farmer leader Reymundo Di-
masacat echoed the same senti-
ment for their village in Socorro
municipality. He recalled that
back in the days they did not pay
attention to the flooding in their
communities until it worsened
through the years.

"I learned from this workshop
that the big floods are caused by

our deforested mountains,” he

said.

In his session on lake ecology,
Dr. Rey Papa, associate professor
from the University of Sto. Tomas,
emphasized that the problem
of lakes will not be understood
without considering the problem
of watersheds.

“Lakes are sentinels of climate
change,” he said. “What happens
to a lake is an indication of how
the area is affected by climate
change.”

Raquel Umali, OIC of the
Municipal Planning and Develop-
ment division in Naujan identi-
fied the lack of public awareness
as a major factor that aggravates
environmental problems. She
explained, “This is the reason why
we need to strengthen environ-
mental governance, though the
implementation is challenging.”

Mayor of Victoria Joselito Mala-
banan told Haribon that their mu-
nicipality is faced with the grave
issue of mining that threatens not
only his constituents living near
the lake but also the different spe-
cies of fish and migratory birds.

“Through this training, I hope
to benefit from this opportunity to
learn about reforestation that will
also improve the climate change
adaptation efforts in our munici-
pality,” Malabanan said.

e

I

Empowered Protectors

 Alex Villanueva, vice chair of the

Batuhan Upland and Lowland
Farmers Association (BULFA) in
Pola distinguished BFP from other
seminars he has attended. “This
workshop is unlike the usual semj-
nars ! frequent. BFP gave us a wider
picture of how we should use our
‘natural resources that keeps the
‘Next generation in mind,” he said
Villanueva told Haribon that
‘through his association, he plans
'to propose a policy or livelihood
program in their barangay that
Ppursues sustainable practices,
“Even as a 72-year-old man,
I remain hopeful that with the

new perspectives gained from

this course, our hurting nature
will bounce back if we only work
together,” enthused Camo,

“I thank Haribon and USAID
for putting the Biodiversity Fellows
Program togetherand I hope to see
the realization of what we have
started here,” he added.

- Hartbon chief Belinda de la Paz
commended the participants’ ac-
tive engagement throughout the
three-day workshop, “The insights
and experience you shared prave
that much work is laid before us,
Nonetheless, we are headed 10 2
good start,” she said,

KITTY AMANTE/HARIBON
FOUNDATION

£3
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Arehabilitated Juvemle Philippine
- eagle was recently released to its habi-
! tat less than a month after being found
: in Mt. Busa, a key biodiversity area in i
» Maitum town in Sarangani.
+ The eaglet, named Sarangani
" Pride by Senator Manny Pacquiao, was
 found dehydrated and malnourished in
the upland village of Batian on Jan. 2 .
and was brought by the municipal gov-
ernment staff to the Philippine Eagle
Center (PEC) in Davao City.
The release team is composed of
+ Philippine Eagle Foundation (PEF)
director for conservation Dr. Jayson
 Ihanez, PEC executive director Dennis
- Salvador, Maitum OIC Menro Nanette
- Nacional, CENRO Kiamba Jhing Gui-
Iao, DENR Region 12 representatives,
- and Sarangani Information Office.
. Balvador said the eagle was re-
' leased on the basis of its health and
' physical conditions. During its reha-
" bilitation, an X-ray result showed an* -
embedded pellet inits left groin and had
_to be nurtured into prime condition, .- -
Ateam ofbiologists willbe monitor- - ernment, headed by Governor Steve
. ing the bird’s condition for 10 days. - Solon, supports efforts in protecting Mt.
. “Our staff will be monitoring thi§ .: Busaand has cnmmltted fundsto support
! - eagle postrelease via satellite’ and """
radm transmitter. We want to make

i sure that this eaglet will be accepted
L.

Philippine Eagle / credlt PEC

back by its parents and fed until it fully
fledges,” Salvador said.

" According to Sarangani Envnron-
mental Conservation and Protection
Center (ECPC) executive director

-Emma Nebran, the forest where the
eaglet was released is considered the
last frontier of the province.

“Mt. Busa is the remaining forest

- we have:here in Sarangani, and we

must protect cpnserve and preserve
the blodwersny that we have here,” she

revealed, .

She added that the Provmcml Gov-

The 114, ,000-hectare Mt. Busa
which covers the towns of Maasim,

Kiamba, and Maitum, is threatened by.

 CWER HA

land conversion (to farmland), kaingin .

(slash-and-burn), wildlife hunting, il-
legal logging and mining,

In a related development, Maitum
Mayor Alexander Bryan Reganit said
the municipal government will declare

_ thebarangays of Batian and Tuanadatu

as protected areas.

He pointed out that the presence

of the Philippine Eagle in the forest of
Maitum shows that it is still pristine,
healthy and is worth conserving.

. He said local communities can help in
the conservation by informing local authori-
ties in case of sightings of birds in distress.

The PEC estimates that there are
only about 400 pairs of eagles left in
the wild, and can be found in Mindanao,
Samar, Leyte, and Luzon.
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URBAN NIGHTMARE

Gov old o crack whip on and

. BY ANGELA CELIS

FINANCE Secrctary Carlos Dommgucz ycsterday said the government will stast .

overhauling land planning policies touching on agrarian land reform, nghts

of indigenous people, right of way and meeting land demand in urban dreas.
Dominguez also pointed out the need to pass the National Land Use bill.
He added that the “urban mghtmarc” that is Metro Manita shows the prob-

lems of the absence of planning in cities and communities. He said Metro

Manila’s severe case of poor land admunstmtmn should not spread to other

parts of the country, .

He said unless the government acts swiftly to upgrade its land governance
policies, other areas of the country will suffer the same fate as that of Metro
Manila, where high Iand costs and the lack of provisions for road expansions

inhibit the governmént's rcsponse to the worsening problems related to -

urban congestion.

“Metro Manila presents us with- the most severe case of poor land gov-

ernance.. This is an urban nightmare, a metropolis that grew without plan-
ning,” Dominguez said in his-keynote speech at the Conference on Sustain-
able Governance organized by the US Agency for International Development
(USAID) yesterday.

“Right now, high land costs prevent us from acquiring property-to build
schools and hospxtals ‘Right-of: way'has become a.costly proposition for
public works. No prows:ons were put in place for road W1denm‘t_,," he added.

Sec GOVT > Page A4
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Dominguez said the Department of Finance
(DOF) has been doing its part in “bringing
coherence” to the country's land governance
by moving to reduce estate taxces Lo encourage
the documentation of land assets and free them
up for productive use.

Moreover, Dominguez said the DOT is
also cncouraging local government units
to update their land valuations as a mcas-
ure not just to raise revenucs but also to
discourage owners of prime land in their
respective localities from keeping these
assets icdle or non-productive.

He acknowledged that policics on land gov-
ernance are “in urgent need of updating,” with
the proposed National Land Use Plan “sitting in
the: legislative mill, with little indication it will
be passed into law any time soon.”

“S0 many of our settlements are vulnerable,
Our cities are congested. Our (orested areas
have heen stripped to make way for human
habitation. We are truly facing a land govern-
ance crisis and we must respond decisively Lo
this,” Dominguez said.,

Furtherunderscoring the necessity of passing
a National Land Use Plan, Dominguez said the
government needs to harmonize conflicting
provisions of the Indigenous People’s Rights
Actand existing property rights, clarify rules on
habitation in danger zones, and rethink agrarian
reform in light of the “continuing backward-
ness of our agriculiure,”

“The Philippines, being an archipelago, has
less arable land per unit of population than

.

i
Viewnam, Indonesia, Myanmar, I.abs, Thailand,
and Cambodia,” Dominguez said. ’

The finance chief said that our farms and
citics are built in narrow strips between shore
and mountainside,

“Our farms are small. Our citics are con-
gested. There is severe shortage of land to buikl
homes. A happy compromise will have to be
found between the demands of agriculture
and the requirements of an increasingly urbun
population,” Dominguez said. |

*As our population increased rapidly over
the kast few decades, with our land policies
hardly keeping pace, the 1)11&1101nén011 of land-
lessness has become more severe: Settlements
are pushed to the most perilous places: steep
slopes prone to landslides; shorelines prone to
storm surges; and riverbanks that have become
clogged. We need to plan for our settllements,
dddressing a housing backiog estimated at well
over three million units,” he added.

He pointed out that unless thelgovernment
updates its land governance policies, land
prices will likely spiral as commelfci:ll develop-
crs, agricultural estates, industrial and export-
processing zones and the extractive industries
compete for the use of the country’s scarce
land resources.

“If tand becomes too expensive, it will be
inaccessible to the homeless und raise the
costs of production thereby diminishing our
competitiveness,” Dominguez said.

“We are truly facing a land governance crisis
wd must respond decisively to this," he added.
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DENR, DA
to dredge
4 rivers

TO AVERT heavy flooding,
President Rodrigo Duterte has ap-
proved recommendations to start
the dredging of four heavily-silted
rivers which cause floods that de-
stroy crops and properties every
year, Agriculture Secretary Em-
manuel Pifiol said Wednesday.

*“[The President] dirccted the

Department of Environment and
Natural Resources and the De-
partment of Agriculture to work
with the Department of Public
Works and Highways to imple-
ment Lhe dredging,” Pifiol said in
a Faccbook post.
. “The dredging operations will
be a stop-gap measure to avert
flooding in the areas where the
rivers pass through,” he added.

Rivers that will be dredged are
the Agusan River which fows’
from the mountains of Davao and
ends up in Butuan City which re-
cently overflowed its banks and
damaged an estimated 50,000
hectares of farmlands, Rio Grande
de Mindanao -which flows out of
Cotabato City from the plains of
Central Mindanao passing through
the Liguasan Marsh, Pampanga
River which causes flooding in
Pampanga Province every year de-
stroying crops and Cagayan River,
the country’s longest and biggest
river which flows from Quirino
Province and ends up in Aparri,
Capayan.

The long-term solution agreed
by the DENR, DA and DILG
during a meeting Monday was
to implement the President’s di-.
rective of a total log ban in the
headwaters of the rivers and to
reforest the mountains.

John Paolo Bencito
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Asfaraslam concerned, the
biggest mistake of President
Duterte from the beginning of
his term was the appointment
of Gina Lopez, heiress to the
Lopez clan, owners of ABS-
CBN, as secretary of environ-
ment and natural resources,

If it was the idea of the Presi-
dent to get the support of one
of the largest radio-television
networks of the country, he is
now being proven wrong. What
Lopez is doing to the mining in-
dustry—she closed down 23 big
mine firms and suspended five
others—creates bigger prob-
lems. Lopez has become a big
problem to him.

My gulay, the President
should listen more to Finance
Secretary  Carlos “Soriny™
Dominguez, hijs senior ad-
viser. Dominguez said there
would be no less than P653
million in foregone govern-
ment revenues,

Dominguez said that of
the total P441.92 million rey-
enue losses from the affected
mining firms, the remaining
P211.72 miilion would repre-
sent taxes lost. Worse, closure
of mines in mining commu-
nitics would have adverse ef.
{ects on communities.

The light at the end of the
tunnel for the affected mine

" would Lopez get her trinkets

TOTHE

_. POINT

EMIL P,
JURADO

firms is the fact-finding body
-on the audit reports of Lopez
and her anti-mining allies. This
will be through the Mining In-
dustry Coordinating Council,
which Dominguez heads,

President Duterte should
have known from the start that
Lopez, a self-proclaimed en-
vironmentalist and a staunch
anti-mining advocate, was a
Square peg in a round hole,
She is obsessed about kill-
ing the mining industry in the
Philippines. She is on record
as saying that if she had her
way, there would be no mining
at all in the Philippines.

Santa Banana, without min-
ing, would she have a cell-
phone, or iPad to use and uten-
sils with which to eat? Where

to wear and a vehicle to go to
work? Where does she think
the helicopter she used to fly
over mines to inspect come
from? i

My gulay, some 1.2 million
direct jobs and induced em-
ployment have been lost, And

Lopez does not care.
. % ko




