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Lopez: Closing erring
mines protects Filipinos

BY JAMES GALVEZ

i

-

, ESPITE admitting that she lacks the
E@technical knowledge of the mining

-#.+% industry, Environment Secretary Re-
gina Paz Lopez on Tuesday defended her
controversial decision to close 23 mining
operations and suspend five others, saying
she did it “to protect the present and future

generations.”

In an interview on ANC's
Feadstart, Lopez stressed that she
did not know the technicalities of
mining and had to rely on “sorme-
one who has the common good
in his heart,” which happened to
be former Mines and Geosciences
Bureau Director Leo Jasareno.

“I'm having him as a consultant
because I trust him ... my experi-
ence with him has been a man
with unquestionable integrity,”
Lopez said, noting that Jasareno
spent 38 years with the MGB.

“He's really, really clean. in fact,
during his term, there have been
nore suspensions in the mining
industry,” she added.

The DENR chief was reacting
t2 calls by mining companies af-

fected by the DENR order to make

public the basis of her directive to
close and suspend them,

Dr. Carlos Arcilla, director of
the University of the Philippines’
National Institute of Geological Sci-
ences, said he agrees with the DENR
Secretaty that irresponsible mining
operations should be shut down.

Arcilla. however. gaid atalo

“"We are in agreement that the
irresponsible mines should be
closed. No argument on that. That
is the purpose of the audit—tech-
nical people checking whether the
mines are fulfilling the obligations
under law to protect the environ-
ment,” Arcilla said,

Arcilla also pointed out Lopez
has conflicts of interest as the
DENR secretary, citing the case
involving the oil leak at the West
Tower condominium in Makati
City that was caused by the First
Philippine industrial Corporation
(FPIC), a company owned mostly
by Lopez family.

The case is considered as one of
the worst environmental disasters
in the country, but Lopez has not
done anything to comply with a
Supreme Court order directing the
DENR at that time to oversee the
cleanup of the remaining pollut-
ants in the groundwater and soil
that affected the rest of the Baran-
gay Bangkal, where West Tower is
located, Arcilla noted.

The oil spill had forced the

orrarniatinn AFAIl vanidac;in al1aro o

and groundwater in Bangkal,
Makati’s most populous barangay,
Arcilla said. |

He noted the case was the basis
for first Writ of Kalikasan issued by
the Supreme Cour.

“Secretary Lopez, already six
months into her tenure as head of
DENR, has not done anything to
miligate, publicize and lessen the
suffering caused to the displaced
people of West Tower and Bang-
kal," said Arcilla, who was hired
as head consultant of the Makati
City government to investigate the
2010 oil leak.

He added that “in contrast, she
has been very vocal in her desire
to close errant mining companies,
but she has not shown concern for
a definitive case of massive pollu-
tion caused by a company which
is owned by her family, showing
deliberate conflict of interest.”

Arcilla noted that when Lopez

- announced the closure and sus-

pension of mining operations,
technical personnel of the MGB
which conducted the mining audit
were barred from attending her
press briefing.

“The basis for the mine clo-
sures has not been made public,
and they have not been given to
the mines that are to be closed,”
Arcilla said. “This tells me that
the main basis for mine closures is
emation, supetficial impressions.”

Reporters who asked for a copy
of the MGB's recommendations
during Lopez's press briefing last
Thursday quoted Lopez as saying

Rre R

consonant with my own observa-
tions of my going [to mining sites],
why will I give it to you if I don't
agree with it?”

When reporters insisted on
getting a copy, Lopez was quoted
as having said "I'm not going
to show you ... because | don't
want anything complicated, and
I don't want to rock the boat.
Just leave it already, I've made
my decision and accept it. That's
what you write about, don't try to
make things complicated.”

Lopez, however, believe that her
action is “fair and within the law”
and in line with the instructions of
President Rodrigo Duterte,

"One hundred million percent,
We followed the law. And in the
Mining Law, it says that it should
not endanger the present and future
generations. That's in the law. Actu-
ally, the Philippine Constitutions
holds soci al justice,” she said.

“If you have mining in the wa-
tershed, you are endangering the
present and future generations,

Exclamation point, encircle, high- .

light ... capitalize,” the Cabinet
official sa id.

Arternyio Disini, chairman of the

Chamber of Mines of the Philip-

pines, said they are invoking their
right-to-know under the freedom
of information (FOI) to compel
Lopez to produce more informa-
tion regarding the closure and
suspension order,

“We will file this week. It is be-
ing finalized and will be submitted
to the DENR,” Disini said,
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The executive also said that
several miners are ready to file
cases in court if the DENR denies
their request. Ronald Recidoro,
vice president for Legal and Policy
of the COMP, said that going to
court would compe! Lopez to
finally produce the repotts, which
should have been given to them in
‘the first place,

“If she refuses, clearly she's
going against the Duterte admin-
istration’s mandate on transparen-
cy,” Recidoro said. “Every person
accused of an offense must know

the precise details of the offense
you are being charged with.”

“It's a basic right and substan-
tive. Right now, we don't know
exactly what the nature of their
violations is,” he said.

Earlier, Arcilla said Lopez appar-
ently had not considered the people,
whose livelihoods and jobs would
be affected by her supposedly arbi-
trary decision, pointing out those
engineers and scientists who have
spent years studying mining and
other extractive industries, should
be the ones relied upon in cleaning
up the mess caused by imresponsible
mining practices, .

"Does this mean that the suf-
ferings of the people who will

lose their jobs are not included
in Secretary Lopez's definition of
suffering?” Arcilla said.

“Those who claim they are the
only people who can clean the
environment and the only people
who love the environment and this
country, without adequate train-
ing are seriously misguided. They
are even dangerous if they dictate
policy. People who are ignorant
and do not know they are ignorant
and are self righteous are truly dari-
gerous to society,” he said.

In alleging that L.opez holds a

clear bias against mining, Arcilla
noted that in the case of the tailings
spill of Philex Mining Corporation
a few years ago, the DENR chief im-

mediately ordered the firm not only
to clean up the spill but to pay a fine
totaling more than P1.4 billion.

“This tailings spill, with serious

, environmental impacts, did not

cause deaths, did not displace
people from their homes, and the
residual tailings are not anymore
endangering lives and the environ-
ment,” he said.

“In contrast, the Bangkal spill
has displaced 100 families, many
of whom have not yet returned to
their homes after almost 6 years,
and will continue to be threatened
by the cancerous benzene pollu-
tion caused by the spill, But FPIC
has not been fined even a single
peso by DENR,” he added.
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nies that were closed and
saspended. We go to court,
compel her to produce these
r2ports but it's absurd that
we, miners, have to go to the
court o release the reports
that should be given to us
in the first place,"Recidoro
s.aid.

COMP noted if the head
of an agency fails to comply
with a FOl request, parties
can go to the ombudsman
and the proper court.

Under the law, FOI covers
ail government offices under
the executive branch but
with few ¢xceptions, espe-
cially on information cov-
ered by executive privilege;
those relating to national
security or international
relations; those concerning
luw enforcement and protec-
tion of public and personal
sifety; those deemed con-
fidential for the protection
of the privacy and certain
individuals such as minors,
victims of crimes or the
accused; prejudicial, prema-
ture disclosure; information

Fiorrewn amamm il [

- DENR ready to release
audit recommendations

ENVIRONMENT secretary Regina Lopez said yesterday she can
release the results of a mining audit that an industry group was
seeking, responding to the group’s announcement earlier it would
file a freedom of information request on the matter.

“They can get Whatever they want. No problem at all, just ask
for it, go to the office,” Environment and Natural Resources Sec-
retary Regina Lopez told Reuters in a text message.

The Chamber of Mines of the Philippines said it would file the
request on Tuesday to press the government o release the results
of the mining audit done by the Mines and Geosciences Bureau,

- that led to an order to close over half of the country’s mines.
Ronald Recidoro, COMP vice president, said in a briefing in
Pasig the move will help the group determine itslegal recourse
especially since the affected miners are still clueless on the exact

nature of their violations slapped by the DENR.
“We would like to see the specific findings for the 28 compa-

by reason of official capac-
ity and are deemed as con-
fidential, including those
submitted or disclosed by
cntities to government agen-
cies, tribunals and boards
or officers, in relation to
the performance of their
functions or to inquires or
investigation conducted by
them in the exercise of their
administrative, regulatory or
quasi-judicial powers.

Meanwhile, ArtemioDisini,
COMBP chairman, said the Of
fice of the President has asked
for more information on the
closure order of more than
half of the country’s operating
metallic mines.

“The sector is fighting for
its life, They asked more infor-
mation regarding the closure
of the mining companies and
we provided more informa-
tion, which we submitted
this morning (February 7). We

decided to file FOI, requesting -

the DENR to provide all the
information relative to the
audit,” Disini said during the
briefing.

TY-. L a4 e

Regina Lopez, DENR sec-
retary, said last week her
basis for the closure of 23
mining firms are their op-
erations inside ‘functional
watersheds’ as majority of
them allegedly caused river
siltation and destroyed func-
tional watersheds.

“The closure becomes fi-
nal when the president says
it is because usually they
can appeal. If the president
says it really shouldn't be,
it really isn’t, but it’s much
more difficult to address a
closure than a suspension
and my interest in the clo-
sure is that if it closes, 1 can
use the rehab funds to heal
the lands,” Lopez had said.

She also pointed out that
the decision to close the mines
are not unified with the recom-
mengdation given by the MGB.

“MGB is recommendatory
butIvisited the people myself, I
used my judgement. Whatever
they did has no value because
I'made my decision as Cabinet
secretary,” noted Lopez,

She refused to publicize
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“Miners” according to Ronald Recidoro, COMP vice
president, “are still clueless on the exact nature of
their violations” that convinced Environment
Secretary Regina Lopez to order the closure of half

of tha mamharc ~f tha Teadooae
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Dominguez not challenging Lopez order

FINANCE Secretary Carlos
Dominguez said “no one is
questioning (at least not me)”
the order of Environment Sec-
retary Regina Lopez closing
half of Philippine mines.

“It's not Secretary Lopez
against me, it is not one
against the other, it is all of
us working together for the
benefit of all those people
who might experience diffi-
culty,” Dominguez said.

“Nobody is challenging her
order, at least I am not; we are
just saying what is going on”,
he said. Dominguez said the
government is trying to put together data on how
the mine closures will impact on employment and
local government revenues.

He said he is estimating the local government
units will lose P653.64 million annually in taxes
from the closed mines.

Dominguez during the induction of officers of
the Economic Journalists’ Association of the Phil-
ippines Monday night, said the local government
units (LGUs) will bear the brunt of the revenue
loss.

“It will be a loss for the national government
but it will not be fatal” Dominguez said.

“But in some municipalities, that is the only real
income they have,” he added.

According to data provided by the DOF, the
initial estimate on potential LGU revenue loss is
P653.64 million, of which P441.92 million are
from local sources such as local taxcs, fees and
charges, while the remaining P211.72 million are

" Dominguez:
Mit's not
Secretary

Lopez (photo}

" against me,
itis all of us
~+ working to-
-gether for the
. henefit of all
. those people
who might
experience
difficulty”.

other shares from national tax.

Dominguez earlier directed local treasurers in
areas hosting mining projects to assess the impact
of the closure or suspension of 28 mine sites across
the country.

Dominguez, in a statement, said he issued the
dircctive because alongside the massive loss of
jobs and its effect on the national economy, the
Department of Environment and Natural Resourc-
¢s’ (DENR) order might imperil the fiscal state of
the affected LGUs,

He noted mining companies account for a hefty
part of the tax revenues collected by local govern-
ments in municipalitics hosting mine sites.

Preliminary data from the DOF's Burcau of
Local Government Financeshowed at least 10
municipalities and one city would be affected by
the DENR order to close down 23 mine sites, while
one city and four municipalities would be affected
by the suspensions. - Augela Celis
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Foregone local and national tax
revenues from communities
hosting mines ordered shut-
tered by the Department of En-
vironment and Natural Re-
sources were estimated to
reach P653.6 million a year, Fi-
nance Secretary Carlos G.
Dominguez 111 said.

Mines ruling to cost
gov’t P654M in taxes

By Ben O.de Vera
and Ronnel W. Domingo
@InquirerBiz

As for DENR Secretary Gina
Lopez's “solution” of generat-
ing ecotourism jobs to com-
pensate for job losses due to
mine closures, Dominguez said
this might not be viable as the
country still lacked infrastruc-
ture to bolster tourism growth.

At the same time, large-scale
nickel mines are carrying on
with their . operations despite
verbal orders from Environment
Secretary Gina Lopez that they

should shut down their projects
even as the Chamber of Mines of
the Philippines (COMP) looks to
an interagency body to break the
impasse.

The Philippine Nickel In-
dustry Association (PNIA) said
its members would continue
operating since they have not
received any written order for
them to shut down.

“How can we act when there
is no basis on which to act?”

MINES RULING TO COST GOV'T
PG54M IN TAKES

mARaRMES (1ot while the esti-
FR“M B1 mated foregone
. revenues  might
not hurt national coffers, these
would impact on local govern-
ment units. “In’some municipal-
ities, that’s the only real income
they have,” the finance chief
pointed out.

A preliminary repost of the
Department of Finance showed
that a total of P441.92 million in
local taxes, fees and charges might
not be collected from the five
mining firms ordered suspended
and 23 others ordered closed.

Based on 2015 collections of
LGUs hosting mining compa-
nies, the five firms to be sus-

pended could pay P272.24 mil-
lion in taxes, while the 23 to be
closed down could contribute
P169.68 million. Part of the min-
ing taxes remitted to the nation-
al government, meanwhile,
could reach P211.72 million.
While Dominguez said he
has yet to see the DENR’s report,
he clarified that their exchange

" of views was not a case of “Sec-

retary Lopez against me.”

“1t is all of us working to-
gether for the benefit of all those
people who might experience
difficulty. Nobody is challenging
her order—at least [ am not; we
are just saying, ‘what is going
on?” Dominguez said. INQ

ananin e

SERMICE

PNIA president Clarence Pi-
mentel Jr. said in an interview.
Pimentel said Lopez's an-
nouncement last week of new
results from a mine audit lacked
due process, particularly with
the environment chief's refusal
to make the results public.
During the inducticn of the
Econormic Journalists Associa-
tion of the Philippines’
officers for 2017 Monday ‘b
night, Dominguez said B3
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éPH ‘unﬂt for mining,’ says Glna I.opez

Enwronment and Natural Resources Secretary Reglna :
Lopez will:-not: reconsider her,qeclsmn to'shut down 23 of o
the country 5 41 mln 'S5 ylng the Phlllppines is unfrt for
minihg,” Lopez lastiweek ordered the m:nes permanently
ishut and suspended fuve others, shockmg mineral produc—
:ers that have vowed to dverturn a ruling that they say will
-affect 1.2 million people, The B3-year-old minister.

defended her decision, convmced of mining's destructive
:nature. “Every time you put up an open pit and every time
you put up a tailing pond- you e putting our country at .

risk,” Lopez told Reuters on Monday in an interview at

ther office in Manila, “It's really unfair. I'lt be so biatant to
¢say the Philippines.is unfit for mining. Because we're an
stand ecosystem with blodlver5|ty and endemicity like no
lother/?he Philippines i§ the world’s 1op nickel ore -

‘supplier and Lopez has said that closed.mines represent
about haif the country's output.(Reuters)
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minahan

& Dumagat
$a Bulacan
natuwa
sa DENR

TUMIGIL ra sa operas-
yon ang isang malaking
minahan sa Bulacan, ka-
sunod ng utos mula sa
Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) para sa
pagpapasara ng mga mi-
nahan sa bansa.

Ayon sa ulat, nagsi- .
mula nang hakutin ng Oré
Asia Develepment and
Mining Corporation, ang
kanilang heavy equip-
ments o sa Brgy. Ca-
machin, Dofia Remedios
Trinidad {(DRT), sa natu-
rang lalawigan mula
noong nakaraang Linggo.

Sa katunayan, ayon
sa isang opisyal na ayaw
magpabanggit ng pa-
ngalan, noon pang Set-
yembre ng nakaraang
taon, tumigil na sila sa
operasyon nang maghig-
pit ang DENR, simula 3
nang maupo sa puwesto
si Secretary Gina Lopez.

Kaugnay nito, pabor
Sa pagpapasara ng mina-
han ang ilang katutubong
Dumagat sa DRT dahil
anila, maraming sinira
ang nasabing minahan sa
kanilang lugar.

Ayon sa mga Duma-
gat, hindi tumupad ang
Ore Asia na bayaran ang
mga nasirang puno at
gulay na nadaanan ng
kalsadang papunta sa
minahan, gayondin ang
hindi pagtalima sa mga
nauna nilang napagka-
sunduan,

Kasunod nito, na-
nawagan sa pamahalaan
ang mga Dumagat na
palitan ng binhi ng cacao
ang mga puno at gulay na
sinira ng nasabing mina-
han,

Nananawagan din
sila na sana ay tumupad
ang Ore Asia sa mga ob-

Hoaewran da moa Leatoaba,
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Senate mqmry on DENR mine

closures begms today

By PAOLC ROMERO

The Senate committee on
labor and employment will
start today its inquiry into the
effects on industry workers of
the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resourc-
es {DENR) order to close 23
mines.

Sen. Joel Villanueva, chair-
man of the committee, said
the panel seeks to review
the government’'s employ-
ment transition plan for the
mine workers who will be
displaced.

“The government has to
make sure that we have a
clear transition plan te sup-
port these workers and to
.make sure that the capacity
building programs and train-
ings are provided to help
them find new jobs,” Villan-
ueva said.

He also said there is a need
to institutionalize the existing
employment transition plan
of the Department of Labor
and Employment, which is
the Integrated Livelihood
and Emergency Employment
Program.

The program provides as-
sistance to workers displaced
by or to be displaced as a re-
sult of natural or man-made
disasters, including suspen-
sions or.closures of establish-
ments.

Last Feb. 2, Envirorunent
Secretary Gina Lopez prdered
the shutdown of 23 mines for
allegedly causing destruc-
tion to the pnvironment of local
communities.

Mine owners warned that
the DENR’s closure order
will affect 1.2 million work-
ers in the industry but a
Mines and Geosciences Bu-
reau (MGB) latest report of-
ficially pegs a lower number
at 219,000. ‘

‘DENR must aid
mine workers’
Senate Minority Leader
Ralph Recto said the DENR
should use its P6.93-billion
fund for its National Green-
ing Program (NGP) this year
to aid mine workers who will
lose their jobs due to DENR's
wholesale revocation of min-
ing permits.

. Latinched in 2010, the NGP
is an ambitious multi-year
project to regreen denuded
and despoiled forest lands,
including coastal mangrove
areas. It is being implemented
through a variety of schemes,
including the parceling out
of reforestation contracts to
NGOs, linmads, forest dwell-
ers, local governments and
environment groups. Con-
tract cost per heclare was
P23,778 in 2015 and P26,278
in 2016.

As shutdown of the mines

loom, Recto urged Malaca--

fiang to form an inter-agency
group that will seek “ways
and means” to help affected
waorkers.

Recto said a portion of the
NGP should be earmarked
for affected mine workers.
“It can be part of a larger
‘safety net’” that will cushion

“the economic dislocation of

tens of thousands of workers
in this sector,” he said.

Recto also urged DENR
to invite mine workers to
participate in the NGP as
“reforestation contractors
and then retain thom later as
stewards of the places they
have regreened.”

Recto said NGP's spend-
able budget this year could
be more than the P6.93 billion

_appropriated in the 2017 na-

tional budget, “as there could
be leftovers, or unutilized
allocations, from last vear's
budget of P8.16 billion.”

‘Investigate
ex-DENR chief Paje’

Meanwhile, Surigao del
Norte Rep. Robert Ace Barbers
wants f()l'l'l'l(il' environment
secretary Ramon Paje to be
investigated for allegedly al-
lowing mining operations with
impunity during the previous
administration,

Barbers blamed Paje and
former MGB chief Leo Jasare-
no.

“Both Paje and Jasareno
were supposed to examine,
issue permits, monitor and
report mining activities. Viola-
tions do not happen overnight.
Both of them have a lot of ex-
plaining to do,” he said.

The environmental viola-
tions ufmmmb firms, “if true,
could be the resull of years
of neglect or tolerance of
former DENR secretary Paje
and the Jasareno-led MGB,”
he added.

Barbers also criticized Lo-
pez for closing 23 mining
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Revenue loss from mine
closures seen at P654 M }

By MARY GRACE PADIN

The government stands to lose at least P653.64 million in
revenues from the possible closure and suspension of 28 min-
ing firms in the country, initial data from the Department of
Finance (DOF) showed. .

Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez IIT said aside from em-
Ployees, cities and municipalities hosting the mining sites to be
shut down or suspended would lose their income as these firms !
pay large amounts of taxes to their localities. |

“For the national (government) it's going to hurt that we're
not going to get the mining revenue, butit’s not goin g tobe fatal.
Butin some municipalities, that's theonly '
real income they have,” Dominguez told

‘'reporters during the induction ceremony
of the new officials of the Economic
Journalists Association of the Philippines.

To recall, Environment Secretary Gina
Lopez last week called for the closure of 23
mining operations and suspension of five
others due to violations of environmental
standards. '

According to preliminary reports of
the Bureau of Local Government Finance
(BLGF), 10 municipalities and one city
would be affected by the Department of |
Environment and Natural Resources’ clo-
sure order on 23 mining companies, while-
one city and four municipalities would be
affected by the suspensions.

Initial estimates of the DOF suggest the
move of the DENR could result in at least
’653.64 million in forgone revenues for
the government.

“That's an initial number. We're still put-
ting it all together,” Dominguez clarified.

Of this value, P441.92 million are shares
of the local government units, while
P211.72 million are from mining taxes
collected at the national level. .

Further breaking down the share of
LGUs, P272.24 million would come from
those mining sites ordered for suspension,
and P169.68 million are contributed by
operations for closure.

Turn to B-3
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Revenue... From B-1

These figures are based on
2015 data from the local trea-
surers and the DOF, and ex-
cludes the real property tax
shares of the provinces and
barangays hosting the mining
operations.

Meanwhile, Dominguez
said the Mining Industry Coor-
dinating Council, which he co-
chairs, would study the basis
. of the decision and its impact
to the economy.

The finance chief once again
~ emphasized his concern for the
. number of people who will be
directly and indirectly affected
by the mining closures and
suspension. '

_ “My concern, and the con-
cern of many members of the
Cabinet are the people who
might lose their jobs. Because
frankly, most of these jobs are
in locations where you cannot
just go across the street and get
another job,” he said.

Dominguez said the Depart-
ment of Social Welfare and
Development is already work-
ing on a census of all the indi-

viduals directly and indirectly
affected by the order, while
the Departments of Labor and
Employment, Trade and In-
dustry and Public Works and
Highways are already coming
up with emergency programs
to absorb the workers to be dis-
placed by the DENR decision.

: -
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By MADELAINE B. MIRAFLOR

The government admitted that it can't
afford to provide emergency employment
to all of the people who will lose their
jobs once Environment Secretary Gina
Lopez's mine closure and suspension
orders are itmplemented,

Of the country's 41 metallic mines,
23 were asked to close down and five
were suspended as the result of the
nationwide audit that the Department
of Environment and Natura! Resources
(DENR) has launched against the sector

for these things,” Dominguez said.

To have an access to the mining audit
reports, Chamber of Mines of the Philip-
pines (COMP), which is comprised of the
country's biggest mining companies, is

‘set tofile a Freedom of Information (FOI)

request to the DENR,

"The sector is fighting for its life,”
COMP Chairman Artemio Disini told
reporters on Tuesday. "We decided to file
FOI requesting the DENR to provide all
the information relative to the audit."

"This week, it is being finalized and
will be submitted to the DENR," he

nough for

COMP Vice President for Legal and
Policy Ronaid Recidoro said Lopez's
refusal to disclose the mining audit re-

ports, which was produced by the audit -

team also led by Mines and Geosciences

Bureau (MGB), may compel them to take

legal actions.

"We would like to see the specific
findings for the 28 companies that were
closed and suspended. We can go tocourt
and compel her to produce these reports.
But it's absurd that we, miners, have to
go to the court to release the reports that

2
H

should be given to us in the first place,”

last year. Recidoro said.

"The concern of many members of the
cabinetis the people who might lose their ‘jobs. Frankly,
mostofthe people in these (mining) locations, they can't
just go to the next street and have jobs," Dominguez
said on the sidelines of 2017 Economic Journalist As-
sociation of the Philippines (EJAP) Induction of Officers
held in Pasay;

"We might have emergency employment. DQLE
(Department of Labor and Employment) has emer-
gencyjob creations but they told me, it's kind of limited...
limited in number of jobs, limited in number of time,”"
he added.

Dominguez, however, noted that he is not against
Lopez and her decisions. :

"It's not one against the other, It's all of us working
together Nobody is challenging her order. At least I'm
not. We are at the moment collecting the figures (on
the possible effects of her order). DSWD (Department
. of Social Welfare and Development) is collecting the
number of jobs involved. We have asked the treasurers ,
to quantify the tax that will be lost by municipalities
once the mining operations in their areas closed down.
We are putting these numbers together" Dominguez
noted.

The finance chief alsg said that like the miners,
he is yel to see the mining audit reports, which Lopez
deciined to publicize,

"We are justin information gathering stage. We just
want to know exactly which means to have been served
a notice, what the terms of the "cancellation".. 1 don't
know. T haven't seen it. Apparently, the miners haven't
seen it yet, too. We want to know also what the basis is

added. i
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>653m foregone
vith mines closure’

{ Gabrielle H. Binaday
1d Anna Leah E. Gonzales

{E government stands to lose about P653 million
revenues from the closure and suspension of some
nuning companies, the Finance department said
nday night,
Last week, the Department of the Environment
4 Natural Resurces ordered the closure of 23 min-
: companies and the suspension of five others for
lating environmental laws.
Of the total revenue losses, P441.92 million would
me from the affected mining firms while the re-
tining P211.72 million represented taxes lost.
But Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez said it
the local governments in areas where the mining
mpanies operate that would be the hardest hit.
“The national government is going to hurt, but it’s
t guing to be fatal. But in some municipalities, my
sh, that is the only real income they have,” Domin-
ez said Monday evening, :
Dominguez, as the chairman of the inter-agency Min-
t Industry Coordinating Council (MICC), said there
il be a fact-finding body on the recent mining results
<now whether the laws are followed, Next page

'P653m...

From Al

The Finance chief clarified that
no Cabinet secretary is against the
other on the issue.

“It’s not Secretary Lopez against
e, she is the vice chairman of the
© MICC, I am a member of the cli-

mate change cluster so it is not one
" against the other. It is all of us work-
- ing together for the benefit of all
" - those people who might experience
difficulty. Nobody is challenging
-her order,,” Dominguez said.
“Im not asking anybody to re-
- treat. All T've said, is that my con-
" cern and the concern of many mem-
bers of the Cabinet are the people
. who might lose their jobs, becsuse
. {rankly most of the jobs are not in
locations where you can £0 across
the street and get another job”
. Dominguez added.
" Dominguez said the the recommen-
+" dation of Lopez to firlly concentrate on
€co-tourism as an alternative could be
viable, but at some future date.

“Well T am sure that at some

* point in time it will be viable. How
*-do you make eco-tourism if you
- cannot get them because there is no
road, that there is no pier, that there
*is mo airport, right? We have to
build those infrastructure to make

. sure that it is a viable place to visit
._that people would like to visit the
“area. You know it is a question of
timing and timing is the most im-
portant thing in the world,” he said.

The Chamber of Mines of the
_ Philippines on Tuesday wrate

Dominguez and other economic
managers to underline the impact of
the mine closures and suspensions,

“We have atready written to the sec-

retary of Finance regarding the effects
of the closure and suspension,” said
chamber chairman Artemio Disini.

Disini said the group’s letter

highlights the effects of the clo-
sures and suspension on the coun-
. try's gross domestic product, min-

ing investments, tax revenues, and
employment,

“The mining industry’s contri-
bution is more than the GDP indica-
tor in the national accounts as often
announced to the public,” Disini
said in the letter. In some regions,
mining could contribute more thun
20 percent to the regional output.

Disini also highlighted the loss of
dollar earmings from mineral exports,

The central bank recorded §
4.04-billion receipts in 2014, and
the contribution could have doy-
bled if projects in the pipeling came
on stream, Disini said.

Earlier, chamber said the closure
and suspension orders would hurt
the livelihood of 1.2 million people.

The group also said Lopez
should immediately disclose the
mining audit reports that were.the
bases for her closure orders, for the
sake of transparency and fairness.

The Senate committee on labor,
employment and human resources
development was scheduled to
conduct an inquiry into the govern-
ment’s transition plan for affected
workers on Wednesday; Feb. 8.

“About 20,000 workers are (o
lose their jobs with the closure of
20 mines,” said the panel chair-
man, Senator Joel Villanueva, “The
government has to make sure that
we have a clear transition plan to
support these workers and to make
sure that the capacity building pro-
grams and trainings are provided to
help them find new jobs.”

Surigao del Norte Rep. Robert Ace
Barbers, meanwhile, assailed Lopez’s
decision to close 23 mining companies
and to suspend five others, noting (hat
these were practicing “legitimate and
responsible mining operations.”

He said Lopez could have been
misled by her consultants and former
DENR undersecretary and chief of
the Mines and Geosciences Bureat,
Leo Jasareno, who headed the audit
team. With Macon Ramos-Araneta
and Maricel V., Cruz
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COMP: Mining

industry now

fighting for its life

By JoNATHAN L. MAYUGA
¥ @jonlmayuga

INERS on Tuesday said
M it now came to the point
that the industry is

“fighting for its life” under the
watch of Environment Secretary
Regina Paz L. Lopez.

Theminingindustry’s bigplayers
hadgivenuponLopez'salleged “bias”
againstmining,andisnowappealing
to President Duterte and the Min-
ing Industry Coordinating Council
(MICC) “to save the industry”.

Art Disini, chairman of the
Chamber of Mines of the Phil-
ippines (COMP), said they have
written a letter sent to the mem-
bers of MICC, which is cochaired
by Finance Secretary Carlos G.
Dominguez III, hoping to reverse
what they described as “the arbi-
trary closure and suspension order
affecting 28 of the 41 operating
mines in the country”.

Ac'cording to Disini, COMP will
also ask the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources
(DENR) toreveal the mining-audit
result, invoking the Freedom of In-
formation executive order signed
by Duterte. COMP also reminded
Lopez that, as a Cabinet official,
she is obliged to adhere to the Du-
terte administration's policy of
transparency in governance.

“It will be absurd for us [COMP] =

to have to go to the court to ask
for records that are supposed to be
provided to us by the government,
in the first place,” said Ronald Re-
cidoro, vice president for policy and
legal of COMP.

violations they have committed.
Besides, Recidoro said, the
DENR’s Administrative Order 2
Series of 2016, mandates trans-
parency in governance.
According to Carlo Pimentel,
president of the Philippine Nickel
Industry Association, at this junc-

.| ture,theminingindustryis fighting

not only for its life, but for the lives
of its stakeholders, as well.

“What we would like is for the
government to follow due process,”
he said,

“Many mihing companies re-
ceived show-cause orders, even
though, sometimes, the orders are
opposed or against the audit find-
ings and recémmenidation,” he said.

COMP earlier questioned the ba-
sis of Lopez’s actions and appealed
to Dominguez to cotivene MICC to
look into Lopez’s “actuations”,

Accordingto Disini, Dominguez
had asked COMP to “enlighten”
MICC over the potential economic
impact of the closure and suspen-
sion ordershanded down by Lopez
on February 2. The order effec-
tively closed 23 operating mines
and suspended the operation of
five other mines. The impact to
nickel production alone would
cause a 50-percent reduction in
the country’s annual output,

The Philippines is the singlé
major exporter of nickel to China
for nickel-raw materials for vari- . .
ous steel products, such as stain- -+

less steel.
Horacio Ramos,aformerdirectdr

of the Mines and Geosciences Bus: |
reau, said the closure order should -

not be taken lightly. “The industry

is now fighting for its life,” Ramos .

said, whonowworksas a consultant
to 2 mining company, adding that
Lopez appareritly failed to observe
due process of law in dosing and
suspending mining operations.
"Thereshouldbeaninvesi;igation,
areport, and the companyis allowed
to contest the findinge Whatarras

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES DERYICH
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AUDIT SCORED

By Ryan Ponce
Pacpaco

SURIGAQdelNorteRep.
Robert Ace Barbers yes-
terday assailed Environ-
ment Secretary Gina Lo-
pez for her decision to
close 23 mining compa-

nies and suspend five -

others, saying the audit
was purportedly made
secretly and many of the
firms affected by the rul-
ing arc legitimate and
responsible in their op-
erations.
Barbers,whochairs the
HouseCommitteeonDan-
gerous Drugs, said Lopez
could havebeenmisledby
ohe ofheralleged consult-
ants, former Department
of Environment and Nat-
ural Resources (DENR})
Undersecretary and Mines

“and Geosciences Bureau

(MGB)head LeoJasareno,
whoheaded theauditteam
butwaslateronsacked by

PresidentRodrigo“Rody”
Duterte.

AN

- BARBERS

"WhenSecretary Lopez
was appointed as DENR
chief, she ordered the au-
dit of all mining firms na-
tionwide. Unfortunately,
despite his dismissal, Jas-
areno was retained as the
head of the audit team,”
Barbers said.

According to Barbers,
theso-called environmen-
tal violatons, if true, could
be the result of years of
alleped neglector tolerance
of former Environment

Secretary Ramon Pajeand
the Jasareno-led MGB.

“Both Paje and Jas-
areno were supposed to
examine, issue permits,
maonitor and report min-
ing activities. Violations
do nothappen overnight.
Both of them have a lot of
explainingtodo,” he said.

The lawmaker from
Surigao del Norte said
there was allegediy no
transparency in the
audit of mining firms and
Lopez was “apparently
fed highly-technicalinfor-
mation that only Jasareno
etal could understand and
interpret.”

Barbers, in a privilege
speech, asked the DENR
chief why she kept the
audit report “a secret,”
adding that thelegitimate
and responsible mining
firms would also want to
know who conducted the
audit;its parameters, how
and when the audit was
conducted, the participa-
tion of the audited firms,
the resulis of the audit,

and Lopez's basis for the

.closure of the 23 mining

firms and suspension of
fiveothers for alleged vio-
lations of environmental
laws.

Ako Bicol Rep. Rodel
Batocabe, president of the
Party ListCoalition (PLC),
urged Congress to exer-
cise its oversight powers
to determine the bases of
theorderissued by Lopez,
stressing the crackdown
on the mining industry
may affect the country’s
economy.

Surigao del Sur Rep.

Prospero “Butch” Pichay
had already soughta con-
gressional investigation
into the DENR ruling for
being “illegal and arbi-
trary.”
* He also lamented that
the decision of Lopez will
resultinbillionsof pesosin
lostrevenuesyearly forthe
national government the
displacement of at least
10,000 direct workers and
50,000 indirect workers
from his district alone.

UPPIR HALL
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Barbers, who chairs
the House committee on
dangerous drugs, said
Lopez could have been
misled by one of her al-
leged consultants, former
Department of Enviren-
ment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) Under-
secretary and chief of
the Mines and Geo-
seiences Bureau (MGR)
Leo Jasareno, who head-
ed the audit team but
was later on sacked by
President Rodrigo “Rody”
Duterte.

“When Secretary Lo-
PeZ was appointed gg
DENR chief, she ordered
the audit of all mining
firms nationwide, Unfor-
tunately, despite hig dis-
missal, Jasareno was
retained as the head of
the audit team,” Barbers
said.

Accordine to Rarhere

or tolerance of former
Environment Sec, Ra-
mon Paje and the Ja-
sareno-led MGB,

“Both Paje and Ja-
sareno were supposed to
examine, issue permits,
menitor and report min.
ing activities. Violations
do not happen overnight,
Both of them have s lot
of explaining to do,” he
said.

The lawmaker from
Surigao del Norte said
there was no alleged
transparency in the au-
dit of mining firms and
Lopez was “apparently
fed highly-technical in.
formation that only Ja-
sareno et.al. could under-
stand and interpret.”

Barbers, ina privilege
speech, asked the DENR
chief on why she kept
the audit report “a se.
cret,” adding that the Je-
gitimate and responsible
mining firms would alse

want to know who con-
Avenbnd 4L . - vec ..

results of the audit, and
Lopez’s basis for the clo-
sure of the 28 mining
firms and suspension of
five others for alleged
violations of environmen-
tal laws.
Ako Bicol Rep. Rodel
atocabe, president of
the Party List Coalition
(PLC), urged Congress to
exercise ‘its oversight
powers to determine the
basis of the order issued
by Lopez, stressing the
crackdown on the min-
ing industry may affect
the country’s economy.
Earlier, Surigao del
Sur Rep. Prospero
“Butch” Pichay had al-
ready sought a congres-
sional investigation on
the DENR ruling for
supposedly violating en-
vironmental laws for be-
ing “illegal and arbitrary.”
‘He reiterated that
the decision of Lopez will
result to billions of pesog
in lost revenues vearlv

will be displaced,

ichay accused Lopez
of violating all pertinent
laws about, mining, in-
cluding the Mineral Pro-
duction Sharing Agree-
ment (MPSA) that the
mining firms signed with
the government,

He insisted that un-
der the MPSA, once an
audit of the mining firm
was decided, the govern-
ment should inform the
firm about the intention
to audit and the firm is
allowed to appoint an
official to join the audit
team,

After the audit, he
said, the team would
come up with a report
and discuss the findings,
including the supposed
violations that were com-
mitted to allow the firms
to “rectify” the violations,

Pichay also argued
that mining firms are
allowed to contest the

findinme +hnk ceee 131 .
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Mine closures worr

THE Environment department’s
decision to shutter and suspend
more than three-fifths of the
country’s 41 metal mines, which
account for half of the country’s
nickel supply, is rattling nickel
buyers, especially in China and
Japan, an industry official said,

“Itworrjes trade partners... It’s
very difficult to see what will hap-
pen based on our relationships
because I know the government
is trying to push building a rela-
tionship with China and Japan,”
Philippine Nickel Industry As-
sociation President Clarence J.
Pimentel, Jr. told BusinessWorld
in a Tuesday interview in Pasig
City. o

“Something like this will be
detrimental to our growth ” he
added.

Mr. Pimentel also noted that
stakeholders of the country’s top
nickel suppliex Nickel Asia Corp.
have expressed concern over the
matter at a recent meeting.

However, Nickel Asi Vice-
President for Corporate Commu-
nications José Bayani D. Baylon
said that the Hinatuan Mining
Corp., one of those flagged for
closure, only accounts for ground
15% of the company’s nickel pro-
duction.

Asked if the firm expects to
make gains with competition
eliminated, Mr. Baylon said:
“The only benefit to us is if the
world prices go up. But do we get
new markets? No. Qur supply
[remains committed to existing]
customers.”

told the stock exchange on Tues-
day that its subsidiary Platinum
Group Metals Corp., also up for
¢losure, has secured a contract
to ship 1 million wet metric tons
(WMT) to Golden Harbour In-
ternational Pte Ltd., a subsid-
iary of Chinese steel company
Tsingshan Group at a spot price
for the 2017 mining season.

The country’s second largest
nickel firm by output, GFNi said
that the recent agreement puts
the company’s take-up to 3 mil-
lion WMT, half of its target of 6
million WMT for this year.

GFNi said it still expects to
sign “more supply contracts with
its long-standing customers” in
time for the mining season |

GFNi President Dante R.
Bravo said that amid concerns
stemming from the DENR pro-
nouncement which are “natural”
for investors, “we remain confi-
dent in [signing more orders].”

M. Bravo added that the com-
pany has not received any closure
orders from the DENR, a delay
which he said is “unusual” consid-
ering that Ms. Lopez’s announce-
ment that the notices have been
sent to all concefned miners two
days before the decision was
made public on Feb. 2,

“[Elven if they issue that order
we believe its illegal s0 we can get
relief. We are confident with our
legal position,” Mr. Bravo saidin a
phone interview on Tuesday

PGMC, the firm’s lone operat-
ing mine at present, accounts for
12% of the country’s total nickel

nickel buvers

GFNi added that it subse-
quently completed a feasibil-
ity study that determined total
reserves to be at 354 million
WMT or 23.07 DMT “taking into
account the economic, legal and
technical factors.”

GFNi shares dropped 3.10% to
close at P2.50 apiece on Tuesday.

Meanwhile, the Chamber of
Mines of the Philippines (CoMP)
said it will invoke the Freedom of
Information provision to compel
the Environment department to
provide full copies of the audit
reports.

“We will file this week. Tt is
being finalized and will be sub-
mitted to the DENR (Department
of Environment and Natural Re-
sources),” said CoMP Chairman
Artemio R. Disini in a press con-
ference on Tuesday in Pasig City.

The chamber’s request will
be followed by requests for tem-
porary restraining orders with
regional trial courts pending a
review of the DENR’s findings.

“We'd like to see that actual
report generated. Also we'dlike to
see the specific findings for each
and every one of the 28 compa-
nies that were either suspend or
closed by the secretary,” lawyer
Ronald S. Recidoro, vice-presi-
dent for CoMP’s Legal and Policy
division, said yesterday.

“That is the basis for penal-
ties... That’s all we ask so that we
can respond properly,” Mr Re-
cidero added.

“If she fails to [release the re-
ports], the usual legal remedies
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DoF concerned by finances
of LGUs hosting mines

THE Department of Finance (MoF) said
that the revenue lost from the Environ-
ment department’s decision to close
some mines will have a significant im-
pact on municipalities, as they heavily
rely on taxes paid by those miners.
According to preliminary reports
from the DoF, estimated revenue losses
will amount to P441.92 million covering
those local government units (LGUs)
hosting the five suspended and 23 shut-

tered mining firms, based on 2015 fig-
.ures,

“At the national [level], it's going to
hurt that were not goingto get the mining
revenue, but it'’s not going to be fatal,”
Finance Secretary Carlos G. Dominguez
111 told reporters yesterday,

“In some municipalities, that's the
only real income they have,” he added.

The Bureau of Local Government Fi-
nance however has yet to release data

on the share of taxes paid by affected
miners in their host municipalities’ total
collections.

Meanwhile, Mr. Dominguez said
he is not challenging Department of
Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) Secretary Regina Paz L. Lo-
pez’ decision to close down the mines.
He described the DoF's position for the
moement as “information-gathering”
before it meets with the Mining Indus-

B BT St e e e £ g g+

tries Coordinating Council (MICC)
this week.

“I am not going to question her [deci-
sion] because I haven’t seen the facts. I
haven't seen the reports, the rationale,”
said Mr. Dominguez.

Mr. Dominguez has said previously
that his main concern was those who will
lose their jobs, as it is-relatively difficult
to find new jobs in the affected areas,
especially, those located in remote towns.

“It is just as remote as you can get,
people rely on these jobs. You cannot get
a job elsewhere,” he said.

According to the Chamber of Mines
of the Philippines, (CoMP) around 1.2
million jobs will be lost following DENR's
decision,

Mr. Dominguez added that the DoF
will also assess the knock-on effects on
other sectors such as the manufacturers
of mining supplies. — E.J.C. Tubayan
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NITONG mga nakaraang
araw ay ifang minahan na
umana'y lumalabag sa batas
angipinasara ng Department
of Environment and Najyral
Resources (DENR) dahil sa
patuloy nd paninira ng mga
ita sa ating kalikasan,
Magandang hakbangang
ginawang to ni DENR Secre-
tary Gina Lopez Upang ma-
protektahan ang ating kafi-
kasan na patuloy na sinasa-
mantala ng itang negosyante
nawalang ibang ininfini &un-
di ang magkamal ng mala-
king salapi sa pagntimina,
Sa pamamagitan din nit
ay magdadalawang-isip na

~0i ALVIN FELICIANO

ang mga may-ari ng minahan
nalumabag sabatas dahit alam
nila.na posibleng matanggalan
sfla ng permit sa pagmimina
kapag hindi sila sumunod sa
umiiral na batas.

Isang paraan din ito
upang tulyang maprotektah-
an ang ating kalikasan dahj|
ang pangangalaga sa kapai-
giran ay isang paraan din
upang mapangalagaan ang
buhay ng Mamamayan na
labis na naaapektuhan sa
pagkasira ng mga ibinigay sa
atin ng Diyos,

Alarm naman natin na ma-
laki ang nagiging epeklo sa
nga tao ang tuluyang pagka-

LINIC
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DUTERTE AT DEN
SA PANGANGALR

sira ng kalikasan dahi s ty-
wing may dumarating na
bagyo ay sila ang labis na
naaapektuhan, lalo na kapag
may malakas na pag-ulan
ang dumadalaw sa ating
bansa,

llang buhay na ang
nawala dahil sa matinding
pagbaha at napakaraming
halaga na rin ng mga ari-ari-
an at pananim ang nasa-
yang na sinira ng bagyo da-
hil sa tuluyang pagkasira ng
kalikasan dahil sa maling
Paraan ng pagmimina,

Dahil kasi sa pagkakalbo
ng ating mga kabundukan ay
wala nang pumipigil sa tubig
ulan na nagmumula sa mga
bundok kaya mabitis na bi-

VAc4h
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maha sa mga kapatagan na
nagreresutta sa matinding pin-
sala sa kanilang kabuhayan,
Hindi rin pinaligtas ng
DENR ang mga negosyante
s2 Laguna Lake na nagma-
may-ari ng mga fishpen dahil
nitong nakalipas na mgaaraw
ay ipinabuwag ni Secretary
Lopezangmgaito Upang ma-
layang makapangisda ang
mga mahikirap nating kaba-
bayan na umaasa sa lawa,
Sa aling pagkakatanda ay
panahon pa ni dating Pangu-
long Ferdinand Marcos nang
magsimula ang mga negos-
yantengito sa pananamantaia
5aLaguna Lake at dahil sa ka-
nilang paglatagay ng naglata-
kihang fishpen sa lawg ay la-
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bis na naapekiuhan ang mga
maliliit na mangingisda,

Dahil sa ginawang ilo ni
Secretary Lopez base na fin
sadirektiba ni Pangulong Ro-
drigo Duterte ay muling ma-
bibigyan ng pagkakataon ang
mga maliit na mangingisda na
makinabang nang Mmaayes at
malaya sa Laguna Lake.

Sabi nga ni Lopez, patu-
loy ang kanilang gagawing
pagbabantay sa ating kall-
kasan upang mabigyan ito ng
proteksyon at maiwasan ang
tuluyang pagkasira at hindi in
nito sasantuhin ang mga ne-
gosyanteng lalabag sa batas
na umiiral na nagbibigay ng
proteksyon sa aling kapaligi-
ran.
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Ang balik ni Sec. Lopez ay ganito: Weno? Ano pa
man ang findings ng MGB, sa huli ay purely recommen-
datory lang ito. Ang Kalihim parin ang magdedesisyon.

At tama naman si Sec. Lopez. Ang 15 sa mga pina-
sara niya ay nakapuwesto sa watershed areas. Apek-
. tado ang kalikasan, nalalason ang mga tubig. Kawawa
. . angkmga komunidad, Kitanﬁ-kita Ho sa mga aeriai photo

] na kinunan mismo ng Kalihim sa kanyang paglipad sa
SuperWOM'ne mga mina. Kulay puia na ang tubig dahil sa mine tailings.
ANG latest na Superwoman sa pamunuan ni Pres, Ro- Lalo ring lumalala ang siltation sa ilalim ng ilog dahil sa
drigo Duterte ay.walang iba kundi si DENR Secretary . mineral particles.

Gina Lopez. Binulabog ni Sec. Lopez ang industriyang - Nasa 1.21% lang ang ibinabayad sa pamahalaan bilang
minahan nang inanunsyo ang Pagpasara ng aabot sa rovalty sa kinikita Nng buong industriya, Ang kontribusyon
23 ng mga higanteng mining company sa bansa at ang -naman nito sa total employment sa bansa ay 0.06% lang.
suspensyon ng limang iba pa. - . - Ok dig si Sec. Lopez. Nagmatigas laban sa pres-. .

Kung inakala ng mga mining firm na madadaan sa ‘SFLfle ng mga higante subalit mayroon din itong pakunsy-
pakiusap o i-dribble na lang ang hakbang ng kalihim, wela bilang kapalit sa mga maapektuhan ng pagpapasara.
nasupaipal sila. May nag-ingay pa na hindi sinunod Sa ganda ng mga lokasyon ng mga mina ay maari ftong
ni Sec. Lopez ang rekomendasyon ng Mining and Geo- madevel op bilang eco-tourism area at Kiiitang laio ang
sciences Bureau (MGB) na nag-imbestiga sa mga kam- mga taggroon. Magpapanukala rin ang DENR ng mga al-
panya. Hindi raw closure ang rekomendado ng MGB  temnativ +-Jobs para hindi mahirapan ang mga mawawalan.
kundi pawang mga fine famang. : ,? (Sundan sa pahina 5}

E-mall; etnest.maceda@macedalaw.com

REPORT

CARD... muia
pahina 4

Ganiteng kamay na
bakal ang kailangan para
mabawi natin ang ka-
likasan muta sa mga nag-
sasalaula para sa sariling
interes. Mabuli at sagol
din ni President Digong
si Bec. Lopez nang hindi
na magkaideya ang mga
kompanya na rumesbak
kung Kani-kanino pa.
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Digong‘tutol sa
closure ng minahan

NABABAHALA ang “alter ego” ni Presidente Digong
Duterte na si Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez {il,

Aniya, maraming tao sa mga mining communifies ang
mawawalan ng trabaho at magdurusa ang koleksiyon

ng buwis ng gobyerno sa desisyon ni Environment

Secretary Gina Lopez na ipasara ang may dalawampu't-
limang minahan,

Malamang daw na babagsak ang mga mining com-
munities at maaapektuhan ang pagtatayo ng imprastruk-
tura at pagkakaloob Ng mga serbisyony panlipunan sa
mamamayan.

Tinatayang aabot sg 1.2 milyong katao ang mawawa-

, . . )
lan ng trabaho, ani Dominguez. Sa Surigao lang ay may

isang kompanya na nag-eempleyo ng 10,000 katao.
* Dahil dito, pupulungin ni Dominguez ang Mineral Industry

Coo::dination Committee na binubuo ng iba't ibang depar-
tamento ng pamahalaan at pinamumunuan nitang dalawa
ni Secretary Lopez.

Ani Dominguez, ibig niyang malaman kung ang
Department of Social Welfare ay may contingency mea-
sure’para ibsan ang epekto ng closure na'ito sa mga
mawawalan ng irabaho. Aalamin din kung ang Department
of Public Works and Highways ay mahahataw pa nita
ang mga proyekto sa apektadong lugar. Ganoon din ang
Department of Trade and Industry at ang Department of
Labor ?S\d Employment. Mayroon ba silang mga emergency
programhpara naman hindi maramdarman ang epekto ng
pagsasara ng mga minahan?

Babala hi-Dominguez, ang pagpapasara sa mga mi-
nahan ay magbubunga ng paghaba ng gross domes-
tic product. Ayon naman sa Philippine Nickel Industry
Association (PNAI, kahit pumasa ang lahat ng kanilang
miyembro sa audit ng Department of Environmeni and

(Sundan sa pahina 5)

AKSYON NGAYON... musa panina 4

Natural Resources ay ipi-  sa mga host community.
nasara o sinuspinde pa flan sa mga programang
rin ang mga ito. ito ay pangkabuhayan,
_Anang PNAI, mabi- pangkalusugan, at pang-
binbin ang Ipinatutupad edukasyon na laan para
ng asosasyon na mga sa mga residente ng mga
panfipunang programa naturang komunidad.

'h---__---__------—-——
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FNI mlmng operations
continue; no DENR

closure order received

By JAMES A. LOYOLA

Global Ferronickel Hold-
ings, Inc. (FNI) said operations
ofits subsidiary Platinum Group
Metals Corporation (PGM()

“are not in violation of any laws,
rules, or regulations, and the
allegations against the company
have no factual basis.”

In a disclosure {o the Philip-
pine Stock Exchange, the firm
said it has also not received any
official communication from the
Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)
over alleged environmental
violations and its proposed
closure.

“PGMC operations will con-
tinue as usual, pursuant to our
Mineral Production Sharing
Agreement,” the firm said noting
that PGMC passed the Mine Audit
that was conducted by a multi-
sectoral team in August, 2016.

It added that, “the Mine
Audit Report, released by Sec,
Gina Lopez herself on Qctober
21,2016, recommended the con-
tinuation of PGMC operations
and gave the company high
ratings for environmental com-
pliance and management and
community development.”

FNI said “the alleged ‘clo-

Cprragm e

sure order’ against PGMC
due to the alieged ‘siltation of
coastal waters and mining in a
watershed,’ is a surprising con-
tradiction of the findings and the
recommendations of the Mine
Audit Report.”

The firm said the attribution
of the coastal water siltation to
PGMC’s operations has no basis
since it has in place a host of
erosion and sediment control
structures which the Mine Audit
Team found to be adequate and
appropriate.

“As doeumented by the envi-
ronmentat baseline study, coast-
al siltation predates PGMC’s
operations. The study was ac-
cepted by DENR as part of the
original permitting process,”
FNI said.

According to the study,
coastal siltation is attributable
to forest denudation and hurn-
ing in the upland by fuel wood
gatherers. Erosion, gullying,
and landslides followed, bring-
ing sediment to the coast,

“The discoloration of the
coastal waters in Brgys. Urbiz-
tondo, Taganito and Hayangga-
bon of Surigao del Norte is due
to the limonite eroded from the
lateritic areas in the upland,”
said FNI.

l()i\ AND !NIH'\H\'P ‘x RaE
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By MARICHU A. VILLANUEVA

P-Noy haunted
now by his past

Doing away with his prepared
lraft speech as he always does,
'resident Rodrigo Duterte casually
nentioned in the course of extem-
roraneous remarks last Monday
ibout a privale message he received
rom controversial TV /movie ac-
ress Kris Aquino. Straying from
he subject matter of his address
sefore the country’s biggest taxpay-
s, President Duterte disclosed
he actress purportedly sent him recently a text message
isking him not to send to prison her only brother, former
*resident Benigno “Noy” Aquino [lL

According to President Duterte, Kris apparently alluded.

o his previous pronouncements about his plans on how to
t a just closure to the January 2015 Mamasapano mas-
acre. As then commander-in-chief, P-Noy deployed the
ipectal Action Force (SAF) troopers to capture internation-
lly wanted bomber-terrorists, but 44 of them were killeld
i the course of their operation.

Before the same audience, President Duterte announced
e would no longer pursue his earlier plans to set up’a
;pecial commission o re-open investigation into the Ma-
nasapano massacre. The President added he would just
vait for the Ombudsman to complete its probe into this
rase where P-Noy, along with his co-accused, were facing
‘harges filed against them, :

As of this writing though, Kris whois equally articulat
ind at times tactless like President Duterte, has not issued
iny response to the public disclosure of her private mes-
age to the Chief Executive. Surely, this is yet another action
wy Kris without the imprimatur of her brother.

The chivalrous President

1
Juterte gave tl’lOUgh his There is What we
»ublic assurcjmcc?‘i to Eritslhe call due process as en-
s notone to send her brother shrined in our coun-

o prison just because his fp v
sredecessor happens to be- try’s 1987 Constitution.

ong “to the other side of .
he political fence.” While the public assurance is welt-
neaning, it is thée court, not the President, that can send
womebody to jail. Only dictators can do that.

There is what we call due process as enshrined in our

ountry’s 1987 Constitution.

Incidentalty, the country quietly observed the 30th an-
iiversary of the ratification of the Philippine Constitution
ast Feb. 2. Tt was the late icon of democracy, President
Zorazon Aquino, whose Constitution is now the subject
of the renewed Charter change attempts, including the

The International Center for the Settlement of Invest-
ment Disputes (ICSID) reportedly ruled in favor of the
Belgian dredging firm Baggerwerken Decloedt En Zoon
(BDZ) which elevated their case to this United Nations
commercial arbitration body. The BDZ brought their
case against the Philippine government after the former
President scuttled their P18-billion contract to dredge the
Laguna Lake in November 2010, or a few months after
the Aquino administration took office at Malacanang,. The
ICSID ordered the Philippine governiment to pay P800
million plus interest to BDZ for all the losses incurred by
the firm for the project’s cancellation. '

Sought by The STAR for his side, Mr. Aquino who has

" yetto get acopy of the ICSID ruling noted the Belgian firm

was the same one that dredged the Pasig River before his
tenure as president. Further, he cited, the Department of
Science and Technology (DOST) determined that at most,
only 40 percent of the project was done and the allocation
had all been uged.

The. Laguna Lake Deve]oEment Authority (LLDA)
which entered into contract with the BDZ has yet to issue its
rejoinder to the 1CSID ruling. The LLDA is a government-
owned and controlled corporation under the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR). -

It was former presidential spokesman and ex-ambassa-
dor of the Philippines to Greece Rigoberto Tiglao who first
reported the issuance of the ICSID ruling. Tiglao, who now
writes a regular column at Tie Mmiila Times, rhet'orically
asked in his Feb. 1 column: “Why should we taxpayers
pay the cost of Aquino’s hubris and idiocy?” .

Tiglao though noted Mr. Aquino did not issue any writ-
ten order to officially inform the Philippine government's
cancellation of the BDZ contract with the LLDA. Tiglao
recalled it was scuttled in actual practice only through
Finance Secretary Cesar Purisima’s refusal o sign the
documents accepling the Belgian government's P7 billidn
grant to fund the project. . '

- Tiglao blamed the scrapping of the BDZ contract to what
he described as P-Noy’s “irrational, apoplectic bias” that
everything his predecessor did or planned was graft-riddled.

By the way, Tiglao also once served as press secretary
of former President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo: f

Going through our own files of stories on this case,
there was a speech made by the ex-Finance chief on Jan.
30, 2012 before the Management Association of the Philip-
pines where he justified the cancellation of the dredging
project. The following excerpts from his speech explains
why P-Noy scrapped the contract:

“The Laguna Lake project, I heard President Aquino
say: ‘There were a lot of good projects in the previous ad-
ministration.” But you know, there were some such as the
Daang Hari that were already started and we did continue
with it. But the Laguna Lake; a dredging project for P18
billion and based on studies, what they will dredge will
be back in three years because we have not addressed the
source of the siltation, which is the deforestation of the
Marikina river watershed and the human settlements are
delayed. For the sake of accelerating expenditure, President
Aquino could’ve signed that. But you would have wasted
P18 billion of your money.”.

Purisima’s successor, Finance Secretary Carlos Domin-
guez lII was quoted saying the Duterte administration may

PAGE LOWER HALF
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PINANGUNAHAN ng De-
partment of Social Welfare
and Development (DSWD)
ang pagbubukas ng
ASEAN Socio-Cultural
Community {ASCC) Pillar

. sa Marquee Mall sa Ange-
les City, Pampanga bilang
bahagi ng pagiging pu-
nong-abala o host ng the
Association of South East
Asian Nations o ASEAN
ngayong taon.

Ang National Water Re-
sources Board ay nakilahok
sa nasahing aktibidad dahil
ang Depariment of Enviren-

ANG INYONG

LINGKOD

DR. HILDA €. ONG.

R Ve sy L

SOCI0-CULTURALGOMMUNITY
(ASCC] PILLAR

tary Judy Taguiwalo at bilang
ASCC leader, ipinaliwanag
niya ang tatlong pillar strate-
gies na nakahanay sa tema
ng ASEAN 2017, "Parinering
for Change, Engaging the
World", -

Kabilang sa mga ito ay
ang “promotion and protec-
tion of the rights of migrant
workers and vulnerable sec-
tors; appreciation of cultural

. heritage and strengthening of

the ASEAN cultural identity;
intensifying access to health-
care and improved nulrition;
and promotion of the role of

ment and Naturaf Resources  upang turuan ang ating mga  bataan ang pagliinaw kung  civil service as catalyst for
{DENR), na siyang mother  mamamayan, higit sa lahat  anoang ASEAN. achieving ASEAN Vislon
agency nito ay kabilang sa  umpisahan nalin sa mga ka- Ayo_n _I_(_e_i_){ D§WD Secre- 2025

mga ahensya na tutulong sa
flalim ng ASCC pillar.

Ang haliging ito ay isa sa
tationg ASEAN community
councils na siyang mamama-
hala sa pangangalaga samga
ta, sa kanilang kuhtura at [i-
kas na yaman ng pagkuku-
nan, para sa pagpapatuloy ng
pag-unlad sa maayos at
makalaong ASEAN. Ang iba
pang dalawarg haligi ayang
seguridad na pampulitika at
pang-ekonomiya,

Sa nakaraang kagana-
pan, si Ambassador Marciang
Pay_nor Jr., ASEAN 2017
Philippines Director-General
for Operations, ang nanguna
s pagbibigay-kahalagahan
upang malaman ng nakara-
rami kung ano ang ASEAN.,
Binanggit niya na ang ibang
ta0 sa ibang ASEAN coun-
tries ay may malawak na ka-
alaman tungkol sa ano ang
pamayanan, Samantalang
kaunti lamang sa mga Pilipi-
no ang nakakaalam Kung ano

ang ASEAN. Kaya ayon sa
kanya na papanahen na

e .
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PHL to pay P800M for Laguna Lake
project scrapped by Aquino admin

By MARVYN N. BENANING
Correspondent

T HE International Center for

I the Settlement of Investment

Disputes (ICSID) hasordered
the Philippine government to pay
P800 million to Baggerwerken De-
cloedt En Zoon (BDC) for scrapping
the P18.7-billion Laguna Lake Re-
habilitation Project (LLRP)in 2011.

ICSID issued the award on January
23, 2017, six years after formey Presi-
dent Benigno 5. Aquine 1T junked the
deal that was twice declared by then-
Justice Secretary Leila M. de Lima as
“legal and binding”.

Former Justice Secretary Alberto
Agra also issued a legal opinion af-
firming the validity of the contract
entered into between BDC and the Ar-
roye administration through the De-
partmentof Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR.)

The BDC project was originally
crafted to dredge the 94,900-hectare
Laguna de Bay and deepen its average
depth of 2.5 meters, and called for the
creation of navigational channels in
thewaterway, whichhas Class Cwater
quality deemed tobeinappropriatefor
human consumption.

The Laguna de Bay cannot be a
source of water for purification, since
its average depth is 2.5 meters, well
below the global standard of a mini-
mum of 2.8 meters depth for harvest-
ing water for purification.

A Belgian company, BDC had de-
signed the project under the offi-
cial development assistance (ODA)
scheme of Brussels and supported by
then-Belgian King Albert, but former

PresidentAquinodidnotaccedetothe .,

pleaof theking to salvage the project,
calling it as a project that calls for
merely transferring the silt from one

Belgian executives calculated the
P18.7-billion LLRP could be paid in
nine years, if the Laguna de Bay is

_dredged, its water-holding capacity

expanded, and measures are imple-
mented to improve the quality of
water flowing from 100 rivers and
creeks from the Sierra Madre, Que-
zon, Rizal, Cavite and Laguna, with
the revenues coming from Manila
Water Co. Inc. and Maynilad Water
Services Inc. ’

ICSID tookjurisdiction of the case,
which was covered by an investment
treatyamongthe Philippines, Belgium
and Luxembourg signed in 1998, and
invoked the applicable rules of the IC-
SID convention and arbitration rules
on October 11, 2011,

TheICSID tribunalwas constitut-
edon February 29,2012, with Pierre
Tercier of Switzerland appointed by
the parties as president, Stanimir A.
Alexandrov of Bulgariaas arbitrator
named by BDC and J. Christopher
Thomas of Canada, who was named

arbitrator by the respondent, the
Philippine government.

Allen & Gvery of Hong Kong rep-
resented BDC as counsel, while the
Office of the Solicitor General of the
Philippines, retired Supreme Court
Associate Justice Florentino P, Feli-
cianoand thelawfirm White & Case
of Washington also tock the cudg-
els for the Aquino administration.

The tribunal decided in favor of
BDC, with Tercier concurringand Al-
exandrovissuingaseparateopinion,

ICSID said the tribunal was
constituted in accordance with
Article 37(2)(a) of the ICSID Con-
vention and started its proceed-
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BDCltiledits memorialon the mer-
itsonJune25, 2012, with the Philip-
pine government responding with a
memorial of its own on October 17,
2012, along with a memorial on ju-
risdiction, including counter-claims
and the filing of cost hearing briefs,
thetribunaldeclaredtheproceedings
closed on November 28, 2016, based
on ICSID Arbitration Rule 38(1).

On January 23, 2017, the tribu-
nal agreed with BDC, and said the
150-year-old Belgain dredging com-
pany was the aggrieved party.

BDC was compelled to sue the
Aquino administration before IC-

- SID in April 2011 for breaching its

contract after all its efforts to push

the project with Finance Secretary

Cesar V. Purisima and President

. Aquino failed.

The company sought at least P6
billion in damages from the Aquino
administration.

BDC officials said Aquino was
wrong in tagging the project as
“graft-ridden” and Sen. Franklin M.
Drilon described dredgmg projects
as a source of corription during a
year when Iloilo, his home province,
had six dredging projects supported
by state funds.

Sen. Loren B. Legarda also de-
scribed the dredging project as con-
tributing to flooding, which floored
BDC, its engineers and hydrologists.

The Aquino administration then

did not explain to the Belgian gov- -

ernment why the LLRP was scuttled
despite the Belgian counterpart’s plea
to let the project proceed.

In 2010 Dimitry Dutilleux, BDC's
North Asia manager, explained that
under the 850-day LLRP, there was
little chance for fishermen and set- *
tlers to be evicted from the lake re-
gion, since the principal concern of
theproject was todeepen thelakeand
allow boats to navigate from Laguna
to Rizal and the National Capital Re-
gion and vice versa.

LD
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Baklasan sa Laguna
__UeBay, tuloy

Patuloy ang pagba-
baklas ng mga tauhan ng
gobyerno sa mga fish pen
$a Laguna de Bay.

"Sa pamamagitan ng
Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) at ng La-
guna Lake Development
Authority (LLDA) muling
itinuloy ang pagtatanggal
sa mga ilegal at inaban-
donang istrakura sa lawa,

Una dito, Noong Ene-
ro 12, sa pamarnagitan ng
isang liham ay inutusan na
ng LLDAang mga fish pen
operators fta gibain na ang
kanilang mga istraktura.

Bagama’t marami ang
wmututol dito walang na-
gawa ang mga operators
kundi sundin ang kautusan.

Samantala, nagkakai-
54 naman ang dalawang
8rupo ng mga mangj-
ngisda sa Laguna de Bay
na hindi dapat ubusin ang
mga fish pen dito.

“No to zero fish pen,
bagama’t naapawan ka-
mi ng teritoryo ng mga
naglalakihang fishpen,
mabhalaga rin ang nariri-
yansiladahil itoang nagi-

e S N —

(Ronilo Dagos)
———

ging breeding ground ng
mga isda. Kung aalisin |a-
hat ang mga fish cages o
mgafish pen baka maubos
na rin ang isda sa lawa”
Ayon kay Aurelio Santia-
80, ang representative ng
mga maliliit na mangi-
ngisda sa Laguna de Bay
na umane ay may 22 libo
na miyembro.

Ganito rin ang paha-

yag ni Gelacio Fiores,
ang representative naman

ng mga fish pen operators. ‘

“Pumapayag naman
kami na baklasin ang
mgafish cages dahil over-
crowded nanga ang lawa,
pero hindi dapat lahat at
biglaan, unahin muna ang
mga illegal fish cages, wi-
ka ni Flores.

“Hindi lahat ng mga
may-ari ng fish cages di-
to ay milyonaryo tulad
ng sinasabi nila, marami
saamin ditoay tig kokonti
lang mga nasasakop sa la-
wa kaya dapat pag-aralan
muna nila ito. Aanhin ang
ganda ng lawa kung ma-
gugutem naman ang mga
tao” dagdag pa ni Flores,
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DAVAQ: DAVAQ CITY
Endangered Mangkono logs seized
MANGKONO legs worth about P380,000,
misdeclared as food items, were tonfiscated
on Feb, 5 by the Bureau of Customs (BaC) at
the Port of Davao, Ina BoC statement, Customs
District Collector Jamail A. Marohomsalic re-
ported that the container van was opened by
BoCin the presence of representatives from
the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency and
Philippine Coast Guard following a tip-off that
it contains illegat drugs. Mr, Marohemsalic said
the logs did not have an export permit from
the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources. Mangkono trees, the native Philip-
pine iron wood, is categorized endangered in
the International Union for Conservation of
Nature Red list for 2014, Cutting of the tree is
prohibited under a national law. The shipment
was addressed to a consignee in Japan identj-
fied as Sanyo Tsushu Co. Ltd, while the shipper
was Transmodal International, Inc.

BUSINESSWORLD GRAPHICS: ERKA CAPILI INCIONG
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SOL'D'WASTE RECY(”NG Sen. Cynthia A. Villar tours booths showcasing products from recycled waste during the Environment
Summit and Ecologlcal Waste Management Exhibition, in line with the Department of Environment and Natural Resources's celebration of
Zero Waste Month and 17th anniversary of the Ecolegical Solid Waste Management Act of 2000. The senator has been advocating various ways

to reduce, reuse and recycle solid waste, or the so-called 3Rs, Through Sipag, Villar has been actively implementing her own environmental

Programs using waste as raw materials. Alsg in photo is Eligio [ldefonso, secretariat executive director of the National Solid Waste Management
Cummissiqq._ PNA PHOTO COURTESY OFFICE OF S, CYHTHIAVILLAR ' ’
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_ REGIONS | |
Fewer migratory
birds in Mindoro

Fewer migratory birds are now being seen in the
8,125-hectare Naujan Lake National Park in Nau-
jan town in Oriental Mindoro province, accord-
ing to the Asian Waterbird Census. From 10,821
birds in 2016, only 6,932 from 36 species were
recorded during the survey last month. The rea-
son behind the decline of the bird popula- 'S
tion was not clear, —STORY BY MADONNA VIROLA, A"] )
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FEWER BIRDS SEEN IN MINDORO LAKE

Fewer migratory birds visited
the.Naitjan Lake National Park
in. Naujan town in Oriental
Mindoro province last month,
arecent bird census showed,
From 10,821 birds recorded
in 2016, only 6,932 from 36
species were recorded during
the survey held last month by

" the NLNP-Asian Waterbird

Census (AWC) team.

“The cause of this decline is
notyet clear but it could be due
to several factors, including
the unfavorable weather con-
ditions over the past weeks,”
Don Geoff Tabaranza, project
development and resource
tmanager of the Mindoro Biodi-
versity Conservation Founda-
tion Inc. (MBCFI), said in an
email to the Inquirer.

Tabaranza said water level
during the survey on Jan. 20
was high, inundating marshes
and agricultural fields.

Tufted ducks (Aythya

fuligula) comprised the biggest

population of migratory birds
in .the lake, representing 70
percent of the total count dur-
ing the survey, according to a
report of the survey team com-
posed. This was followed by
whiskered terns (Chlidonias hy-

brida), at 20 percent.

The team was composed of
park rangers, technical person-
nél of the Department of Envi-

ronment and Natural Re-
sources -in Mimaropa (Min-
doro, Marinduque, Rombion
and Palawan) region, MBCFI
biologists and volunteer stu-
dents. )

An evaluation by the Inter-
national Union for the Conser-
vation of Nature classifies tuft-
ed ducks and whiskered terns
as being of “least concern,” due

to these species’ large range
and population sizes, and stable
or fluctuating population trend.

The global organization
Wetlands International, on its
website, said thousands of vol-
unteers across Asia and Aus-

STRATEGILC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE

tralasia {(a region of Oceania .

comprising Australia, New
Zealand, New Guinea and
neighboring islands in the Pa-
cific Ocean) visit wetlands in
their country and count water
birds every January. '

The AWC, it said, was initi-
ated in 1987 in the Indian sub-
continent and grew rapidly to
cover Asia (from Afghanistan
to Japan), Southeast Asia and
Australasia,

Tabaranza urged local offi-
cials to protect the 8,125-
hectare Naujan Lake through
monitoring by the Bantay Lawa
(lake watch) to curb illegal ac-
tivities in the lake and its sur-
rounding areas, :

“We also encourage resi-
dents around the lake to prac-
tice sustainable agriculture
and proper waste management
to reduce pollution from agri-.
cultural and domestic wastes,”
he said. —mApoNNA T. viro-
LA INQ
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Foway bids .€en m Mindore Lde

PROTECTING WETLANDS

-The Naujah Lake National Parkin Na
species of endemic and mi

ujan town in Oriental Mindoro province hosts different
Phitippine swamphen (bel

gratory birds like the wandering whistling duck (above) and the
OW). —PHOTOS BY DON GEOFF TABARANZA/CONTRIBUTOR
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NATURE AS SOLUTION TO ‘RIVER ISSUES

ately, our lawmakers have

been proposing different

measures to increase gov-

ernment funds—one is
thinking of taxing beauty prod-
ucts; another is calling for
more vigilance against pilfer-
ages and leakages in the Bureau
of Customs and the Bureau of
Internal Revenue.

May I add one other sugges-
tion: Let’s save on public works
projects. Let’s look into the ap-
propriateness of a project or of
spending for it,

For example: Currently
under construction is the
massive riverbank revetment
project along Marikina River,
just below Tumana Bridge in
Barangay Tumana, extending
to Barangay Malanday and
Barangay Tafong. Steel
sheets, drilled -along the
banks to preventsoil erosion,
are being complemented by
large-scale cementing’8f the
slopes of the. rivérbanks
{both sides), *

Called River I'ﬁibrove-

ment: . Construction  of
Bank/Slope Protection, this is
a project of Department of
Public Works and Highways-

Unified Project Management -

Office-Flood Control Man-
agement Cluster. The portion
of the project below Tumana
Bridge, contracted to Towk-
ing Construction, has already
cost Pa45 million. The one in
Malanday, which has been
jointly contracted to E.M.
Cuerpo Inc. and MSB Vitug

Construction, costs P233
million. .
The DPWH would be spend-

ing much, much less if it had
resorted to planting the river-
banks with different bamboo
species, which would cost only
a fraction of the huge allot-
ments. This is what the Villar

Foundation did at the Las.

Pinas-Zapote River.

To prevent river overflow,
siltation and soil erosion, Villar
Foundation settled on a most
practicable solution: coco nets
with bamboos planted on its

eyelets. The 20-km length of
the river is now planted to
10,000 hamboo culms and
practically transformed into a
“bambusetum,” or a bamboo
garden planted to around 40
bamboo species, the Dendro-
calamus asper {giant bamboo}

and  Bambusa  blumeana
(kawayan tinik) among them
leading the count.

That project does the fol-
lowing: 1) addresses flood-

ing/soil erosion (a one-hectare

bamboo grove can hold 4,0c0
tons of water; the roots of a
bamboo plant can hold four
cubic meters of soil); 2) helps
minimize the impact of global
warming (a bamboo plant se-
questers CO2 eight times better
than trees; 3) contributes to
achieving an inclusive econo-
my (bamboecs are used as raw

“materials for the parol liveli-

hood project of informal set-
tlers living near the river); 4)
boosts biodiversity (with a
wide variety of bamboo
species, the bambusetum will

eventually harbor more life
forms, resulting in a better,
more wholesome environ-
ment); 5) provides a solution
cheaper than “ripraps” and
concrete dikes—the cheapest
solution, in fact, and very
doable. .

The flooding probiem in
Marikina is mainly due to the
denudation of the Marikina
Watershed. There simply is
nothing much to hold the rain,
that's why Marikina River
overflows.

Call it coincidence: Mark
Villar, the son of the
founders of Villar Founda-
tion, now sits as the public
works secretary. I hope he

"takes a look at all river reha-

bilitation/revetment
jects of the DPWH.

Time to use nature as the
best and cheapest solution to
“river issues.”

pro-

CHESTER C. CHANG,
Barangay Tanong, Marikina
City
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Erap OKs third
reclamation project

Manila Mayor Joseph Estrada has approved
another multibillion-peso reclamation project in
Manila Bay, his third since he was elected in 2013.
Proponents of the “city-within-the-city” project,
Philippine Reclamation Authority and UAA Kin-
ming Development Corp, will develop a
407.42-hectare mixed-use commerciat ang ..
tourism center. —sToRv BY AIEBALAGTAS SEE Allﬁ
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Erap OKs 3rd

reclamation projec

Aie Balagtas See : e
\BalagtasSeelNQ ' :
mila Mayor joseph Estrada

; approved another multibil-
n-peso reclamation project

the city's section of Manila

y, the third to get the green
ht since the former President
rame the city’s chief execu-
einz2013.

City Hall said the latest pro-
‘t would develop a 407.42-
ctare mixed-use commercial
d tourism center, as envi-
yned in a memorandum of
reement {MOA) signed on
onday with the Philippine
sclamation  Authority {PRA) _ L . S
1d UAA Kinming Development The future “city within a city,” as envisioned in this artist’s presentation, is touted as the country’s
1p- most advanced reciamation project.—PHOTO COURTESY OF MANILA CITY GOVERNMENT

1ike in the past two projects,

strada said the new develop-
ent would generate much-

eeded jobs and revenues for .

he city and its residents.
“This reclamation project

will be a symbo! of our mission
and vision of creating a city that
is prepared for a future of eco-
nomic prosperity and social eq-
uity,” the mayor said in a state-

also have its own water taxi ser-
vice to ferry tourists around and
up to SM Mall of Asia on the
other side of the bay.

The MOA was signed two
months after Estrada and the
PRA approved another project,
the P7-billion expansion of
Manila North Harbor, which
would require the reclamation
of another 5o hectares. )

In 2013, during his first term
as mayor, Estrada also upheld

ment on Tuesday.

Touted as the biggest and
most advanced reclamation
project on Manila Bay, it would
host skyscrapers, business cen-

the development of a project
known as Solar City, which was
approved during the time of his
predecessor, Mayor Alfredo Lim.

Envirconmental advocates
then expressed oppasition to
the 148-hectare project which
will be built between the Philip-
pine Navy Headquarters and
Manila Bay Yacht Club.

The construction of Solar City
and the expansion of North Har-
bor will begin this year, accord-
ing to one of Estrada’s aides. INQ

ters, shopping malls, sports and -
recreational facilities, and edu-
cational institutions, the state-
ment added.

This “city within a city” will

‘-
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PH fears China will

‘he Philippines expects China
0 try to build on the Scarbor-
wugh Shoal, the country’s De-
ense Secretary Delfin Loren-
:ana said on Tuesday, a move he
aid would be “unacceptable” in
he flash-point waterway,

In an interview with Agence
‘rance Presse, Lorenzana said
1€ believed China would even-
ually reclaim the shoal, which
its just 230 kilometers from
nainland Luzon.

Beijing has already built a
wrnber of islets and reefs in the
wuth China Sea, installing mili-
ary facilities on several of themn,

Analysts say that similar in-

stallations on Scarborough
Shoal, also known as the
Panatag Shoal, could give China
effective military control! over
the disputed waterway, some-
thing.the United States had said
it was not prepared to accept.

“They encroached,” Loren-
zana said of a 2012 confronta-
tion that saw Philippine vessels
displaced. "They occupied three
islands there, plus they are try-
ing to get Scarborough. So, to us,
that is unacceptable.”

“If we allow them, they will
build. That's very, very disturb-
ing. Very much (more) disturbing
than Fiery Cross because this is

build island
on Panata

so close to us,” Lorenzana added,
referring to one of the Philippine-
claimed reefs China had built on.

Because of its position, an-
other military outpost on Scar-
borough Shoal is seen as the last
major physical step required to
secure control of the sea.

An outpost on the shoal
would also put Chinese fighter
jets and missiles within easy
striking distance of US forces
stationed in the Philippines.

The shoal also commands the
northeast exit of the sea, so a Chi-
nese military outpost there could
stop other countries’ navies from
using the vital stretch of waters,

A UN-backed tribunal in a
case brought by the Philippines
under then President Benigno
Aquino I ruled last year that
the so-called “nine-dash-line,”
which underpins Beijing’s ¢laim
to most of the South China Sea,
had no legal basis.

But his successor, President
Duterte, has courted Beijing and
backed away from his country's
close relationship with the
United States.

Lorenzana said Chinese is-
land-reclamation efforts were
meant to control the South Chi-
ha Sea,

“That could be their strategy

to counter any superpower that
would encroach on the South
China Sea because they believe
South China Sea is like their
lake,” he added.

The administration of new
US President Donald Trump has
indicated it will push back
against any Chinese attempt to
solidify contro} of the sea.

During confirmation hear-
ings, Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson said the United States
would block Chinese access to
the islands, although analysts
had pointed out that this would

require a military blockade, an
act of war.-—arp



