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First Read

“Do you know the difference between

a terrorist and an environmentalist? It
is easier t¢'reason with the terrorist.”

Leila L. Kysar, Newsweek essay,

1990

THOUGHT of the line from Leila KEYSHI_‘
as I'read the ongoing battle between
"Environment Secretary Gina Lopez and
scores of mining companies, whom she
" has accused of having done lrreparable
damage to the-Philippine environment
and whom she would probably prefer to

rgm st we -.—.’.

Gomg green In defense of our |sland Wor|d

BY YEN MAKABENTA

I MAKABENTA FROM A1

newspaper front pages and the
- [nightly news on TV. Last Thursday,
Lopez ordered the closure of seven
mines. The Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources
(DENR) reached the decision fol-
lowing the completion of its audit
of mining companies for their
compliance with safety standards.

passed, while 23 are now slated
for closure and five for suspension.

Mining industry whme
in protest

Mining companies, led by the Cham-
| ber of Mines and political leaders in
mined ~provinces are whining in
protest against the secretary. They cite
the thousands of jobs that would be
lost if the affecied mines are closed.

to the economy.

They are demanding that the
| DENR audit be released to the
public.

The economic bite is hefty
enough to make Finance Secretary
Carlos Dominguez take careful
notice and order a study of the real
impact on the economy.
Thepoliticians are adept in milk-
ing the issue of lost jobs in criticizing
Lopez and her department; They
have gotten precious media space
for their lament for their constitu-
ents who will be losing jobs.

Can e_;reen industry
create more jobs than .
mining?

Feisty from her first day on the

Of the 41 mines audited, only 13

Theyrecitenoend thé several billions -
in revenue that thie mines contribute - -

 YEN
'MAKABENTA

job, Lopez has been quick to
respend to the jobs lament. She
has answered saying that green
industries are better at creating
jobs than mining,-

. She challenged mining com-
panies that she plans to close
or suspend to give her ‘at least

'18 months to develop areas

they previously occupied into

- ecological zones that can create

more jobs.”

She declared: “Give me a year
and a half, maximum two years.
They ve been there for 77 years

: A green economy can create
more jobs than mining could

ever (create] in [the] Dinagat .

Islands.”

Lopez sald she has learned of
185 possible ecotourism areas in
the Dinagat Islands, which could
be developed in place of mines
and create enterprises for local

. residents and communities

Elaborating, she sald/ They
(the residents) will have more
jobs than they could ever imagine
and their economy will not be
dependent on outside forces and
mﬂuences It will be their money

their resources.” /~

Let them live in the beauty of

 their place,” she concluded, not-

ing that mining has not help?d

. alleviate poverty in the area,

Lopez recognizes that some

OBSERVER

| A-nEappealing "cause-

put out of business,

‘Ms Kysar is the business manager of a
tree-farm management enterprise in the
state of Washmgton in the United States.
‘She submltted her essay to the "My Turn

" column in Newsweek;
Thls week, Secretary Lopez is again in

)MakabentaA4

| \

Going green In defense of our |slano.

people will be affected by the
closing of the mines, but she
maintained that the DENR will
provide alternative jobs for those
whowill be affected,, |

admit that there are people
who benefit from the mining ka31
may trabaho. But the number
of farmers, fishermen and com-
munities and children that suffer
because of operations is much,‘
much more so we must make
our choice."/”

The secretary also disclose{d
that consultations and planmng
will be conducted with affected
mining employees from February
16.t0 18 to discuss alternatwe
jobs.: She said the DENR will
announce more “policies” on
February 14.

sheis not being buried in'an ava-
lanche of PR stuff froin the min-
ing industry and the p,oliticia'n‘s.

The environment is a tremen-
dous appealing cause. It is a natu-
ral advocacy for Filipinos because
of our beautiful island world.

I contrast, mining sometimies
looks like an industry that is no
more respectable than rllegal
drugs. If you've seen what rmnmg
did te a place like Marmduque,
you cannot but agree with Gina’s
revulsion with mining. You
wonder why Congress passed the
Mining Act.

And 1 wonder what will hap-
pen when Gina shifts her gaze
from Dinagat to all the waste-
lands that mining has done to.

l

- the color green as the color of hls
..presidency. Then can we bury and ¥

N
our natur
.

From yel, T

Green industry  no panacea,
for the displacement that wrll

occur when mlmng operatlons :

are closed down. The jury is snll

i out on the capacity of the green

industries to create jobs and.: :

- generate growth, Barack Obama

got himself burned when he.,
allocated billions of Amerlcan
taxpayer dollars to develop re-
newable energy projects,. and

 wound up with nothing to show

Even so, there is a movement
towards “Green Industry, a term
which recognlzes that in-a world
of increasing resource scarcity,
climate change, pollution, and
depletion of natural capital, eco-

~* ‘nopic growth must rely on clean -
. and éfficient production processes.
Gina Lopez talks a good game;

" Having been born and raised
in an island province, with the sea -
allaround us (to quote Rachel Car-
son), I was born with an instinctive i
reverence for nature; and I have a
natural sympathy for the cause of
envircnmentalism charnpioned by
Gina Lopez. ! think sheisa superb !

" choice of President Duterte for. the

DENR portfolio.

Gina is certainly more worthy
and reasonable than the chief: ©
tains of Abu Sayyaf, Maute, and §
terrorist bands. | "

I reiterate my proposal early m
DU30’s term. He should adopt

forget the color yellow, |

yenmakabenta@yahoo.com >
S

Lo
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Lopez
isright
about
mining

IVE years ago, in an Eagle L
yes column, I wrote that -we
te a country Tich .in mineral
sources. But our islands -also
re.also full of people, as well as
ichfin other living or non-hvmg :

r..'.-«m-rm‘r-n'-rt

rc‘.fﬁutrés suchi as!fartiing, eco-""!
aurzsim, and fishing, Mining op-
rations necessarlly involve the_"

‘Fn _‘. 'aﬁv

alteration of the land or séabed,

" - such that people who, use the land
" or sea for settlement’ and/or live-

lihood are likely to be displaced

. by'mining operations. The lands

" where mineral fesouices are

Jocated may also have cultural
or ecologmal values not eas:ly
measured in monetary terms.

" The benefits derived from min-

ing must thercfore’ balance:’ its
costs on people and the environ-
ment. Compensationfor losses
raust be provided on top of the
rightful share of the country. and

" local people of the income from

mineral wealth. )
The impact of mining opera-
tions in the Philippines is magm-

- fied because their scale.is large
" compared to the total area. and

population affected (often in
" small islands, with inany com-

“munities living in the -area’ in-

tended -for mining, “with high

.-risk of natural disasters). This

'lSI

esources that sustain economic -

contrast to the impact of
mmmg operatrons in eontmental

settings (6.8 Austraha ‘Canada).

the United States) where the size

of mining. operations is small;

compared to the vastness of thé

continent, with a sparse popula< : .
tion and fess.diverse natural ecoq”;

systems. . v

Mining operations’ are elthel :

large-scale or, ‘small-scale. Uns

for categorizing small- versu; "f

large-scale mining da not alway:
match'the criteria for, determin
ing the scale” of envrronmentaﬁ
impacts or economic beriefits:
But for both types' of minin
these.'questions must be adf
dressed: (a) Should mining pre
vail over current land uses? Arg;.
the benefits from mining suffi: 2

=

cient and fairly-distributed? Ar X
‘the social and environmental
#costs fully considered and comt-: -

pensated?-Are: the risks of 'ad-

[

Lopez...

From A4

right to decide? How are decisions

cies change. When decisions and
dec151on-makrng are inconsistent:
or unstable because of the lack of

to appeal to the highest power that
can enforce a decision in their fa-
vor. This opens up venuss for ar-

and consrstency in decision-mak-
ing. Conflicts persist. Where there
is convergence of mineral resourc-
es, people, and richness of biologi-
cal and natural life, c‘omplrcated
further by social inequity and bad
governance, you have understand-
ably an explosive situation,

- Five years later from when I
wrote the column I mention here,
which was based on a compre-
hensive legal and policy review
conducted by a multr-drscrphnary
team -(lawyers, economists, and
environmental experts) of the Ate-
neo School of Gpvernment, this is

jhappen with the rlght enabling

condmons Good; govemance is
key, transparent -and fair revenue

. sharing is essential, and strict

still relevant today Who has the

made, and on what basis? Unfor--
tunately, the dynamics of “who .
decides” keep changing as poli-

empiricdl bases, stakeholders tend

bitrary decision-making based on |
factors other than facts, The net -
effect is the absence of stabllrty \

the state’and challénge of mining,..
in the Phlhppmes Respon51ble'
mining is possible but it can only-

compliance with env1ronmenta1
and other laws must be absolute.

. The lmperatwes of respopnsible
mining is why Environment and
Natural Resources Secretary Gina
Lopez is right in elosmg down this
‘week 21 operating mines and sus-
pendmg six others: These closure
and. suspension _decisions | were
.done after an mdustry-wrde envi-
fonmerital audit that started im-
‘mediately after the mauguratron of
the Duterte administration'and the
'appomtment of . Secretary Lopez.

The mines closed were in water-
shed areas whiie those suspended
were found to have vidlated envi-
ronmental rules and regulatrons

Above all, no-go areas like ‘water-
sheds must bé completely off-lim-

{_.

its to 'mining, which unfortunately -

is a'rule that has béen frequently
drsregarded ‘

- President Duterte says it very
well, reiterating his support of
Secretary Lopez as reported by
GMA 7: “You know, ‘1 support
her. And there was never a time
that I calléd her to stow down a
little bit, because ... on one hand
r.._1s the strict lmplementation of the
miging laws. She's so passronate
“dbout, not about the mining laws

“but about the 11ttlemen onthe land-

tilling.”
The Pre31dent also pomted out

verse 1mpact reduced to a mini- :

mum and sociily acceptable to

1+ those who bear thém? When'lo- |
_cal staketiolders decide that the.

risks are unacceptable, can the -
national government override
that decision based on broader

crlterla? )
- In 2012,.T also asked these ;

N tal questions that ate
fortuhately, - the pohcy crrteru S fundamen al q

that Seoretary Lopez was just | be- N

ing pro-people and pro-poor p01}
cies. His instructions to her whjn
she was appomted “You can ha

. your way, Just, be farr and ma e

it legal.”- - \
The "mining . compames clos d
and susperided have of course o -

jectéd to the decisions of Secre-.

tary Lopez, invoking lack of ‘due
process. As my admmistratlve la
students would know, the essen 3
of administrative due process is-
notice and hearing. Although I o
not know the details of each case,.
from what I have observed bascd
on news reports, that basic
quirement seems to have been fi 1-
lowed. I do agree with the indus:
try that the audit findings must ¢
fully disclosed and the additional
processes the'DENR followed fc
arrive at a-decision must likewise
be explained to the public; Seerf:

tary. Lopez is of course right that -
she is the one that must make the

sion, 'even if the recommendatio s
of the audit hay have been difft r-
ent, it is' the Secretary’s deClSIO
that $hould prévail.

The economic eonsequences of

) Tumn toAs
"t@:o .
5% s
RN
2 B
For exampf\).; B 2.7 %,
“more than a n%”é EX 2
be affected by\, %§¢ ' .
not pass the laug S
-ritist Dr. Cielo M \n dP
School of Econormcs 2. santay

Kita has pointed out: that official
government data states that as of

dustry employment is 219 000 and

‘that already includes employment

from the non-metallic mining sec-
tor. According to Dr. Magno: “We
have 40 operating metallic mines

‘the third quarter of 2016, total in- - .

Sec. Gina is closing about half of

the operating mines. Even if she
closes all the mines and multlply
it by 3 to factor in indirect jobs, it
‘won't reach 1. 2 million {that’s only
750k).” personally think that the
multiplier effect is much smaller
and number of jobs lost is smallex.

-

" In any case, Secretary Lopez has -

promlsed to provide for or enable

green investments alternative llve- :

lilicods.
Responmble mmmg requ:res us.

theclosure and suspension deg ir, ~to be just and smart. That in my .,

sions—to. the. cornpames, workers,

local governmentrevenues, and our “doing,
GNPZhave also:been; highlighted. ,
by critics of Secretary Lopez. This

has been echoed by. Fmance Seie-

vreﬁﬂ

Tl cor

is-what Secretary Lopez as ‘

Facebaak deantonylavs ﬂmt—-

ter: tonylavs
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.By R’Ir-IODINA VILLANUEVA

% Enyironment Secretary Gma Lopez
- yesterday said the miining closure order
 shie issued to 23 mining firms has nothmg

" to dp with politics.

“I don’t do things because of politics. I

. ‘don’tdo things because I'll get confirmed.

It’s always for thé common good (of the

,peo le} that is’ on‘my rmnd Lo ez said.
he added she is not agamst 1g but

]ust wants people not to suffer. ' -

. She denied that due process-was not

followed when she issued an order re-

garding the closure of the mining com-

panies for committing ¢ env1ronmental
violations.

mLoBez had,sald earlier they came out
w1th’sh“6v\}" eanse” order
ﬁrms -

wwatershed v

tb% mining -

- ”They were given a ch bho ce to explam

‘ and condiict remediation ,easures Teven

ﬂeWm the subject areas but they failed.”
-She stressed that they aze yorkmg with
the thrust of social justicejin mind. .
"““We are not concerngd with these
busmess interests prom ‘Ismg éxtractive

Pl

activities thus, affecting our water. sup--.

ply. Water is life,” Lopez Said, referring
to those dmng activities ne : or along the

Last Thursdaj, the Depa:tment of Env1- i
ronment and Natural Res urces (DENR) '

anniotiriced the closure of23.mining op-
erahons in several areas i the country.

+ The DENR chief said ¢ ie’firms. could
stlllrappeal the decision béfore the Ofﬁce
oﬁthe? smlent._‘ , RN

Gsute becomes ffii al when the

Presmfent says it 15,” she § j"d
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| Prowde jobs: to mlnmg workel]s DENR

THE Depargment bf Envitonment and

Natural'Resourceg should provide ]Obs -

for dlsplaced wolkers resulting from

_ the DENR's closu re'of 21 mining firms

on February 3. - .
Rep. Arlene Bagjao of Dinagat Islands .
was referring to 21 mmmg compames
-affected by the purge: Bengifet Corp.
Nickel Mines Inf.; Eramen Minerals

Tnc; Zambales D ified Metals Corp;
_ LNL Archipelago Minerals Inc,; Mt. Sinai
. Mining Exploratipn and Development-

© Corp.; Emir Mmerals Corp.; Techiron |
Minerals Resources Inc; AAMPHIL Natu- ..
ral Resources Exploration; Kromico Inc;

SinaSteel Philippines H.Y. Mining Corp.; .
Oriental Synergy Mining Corp.; Welled
Mining Corp.; Libjo Mining. Corp,; Ori-
ental Vision Mining! Phlllppmes Corp,; .

the DERR. accountable in Iheu' pohcy of X
providit galtemauve sources of livelihood
for.out people so they won't be deprived

“of their chance 1o improve the quality of

ADNAMA Mining Resoirces Corp,; Claverslife of elr families,” Bag-ao said.

Mineral Development Corp.; Platinuit

‘Dévelopment Corp.; CIP Oonsn'uctlon
*and Mining Corp.; CarrascalN1d<elCorp,

* Marcventures Mining and Development .

Corp,; and Hinatuan Mining Corp.- -
“Itis important to ensure thatweprotect
our environment, especially the water-

;shed, and that members of the commuunity -
are given opportunities to prosper. With.
thls closure, we aiso have to acuvely make

Shecilled onthe miningcompanies who
hurd]ed {he DENR's environmental stan-
dards t0: lceep their business not only com- -
pliantwi DENR policies and existinglaws - -
but smvetobebetterthancompliant. -

1t i§ just as important to revisit our

. mining}laws: so that mining compa- :

nies w111 toe the line and care for ther ,
enviroiment and the communities,”
Bag-aq; added. LLANESCAT PANT!
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Before Gina. Lopez re-
cejvedher appointment from
PresidentDuterte to head the
Department of Environment
arld Natural Resources, we
d an opportunity to talk
abjotit one of her passions -
perhaps, even herbiggest—in
life: the enviroriment.
Alside from the nature
jectsof Bantay ~ © 77
Kalikasan, an tla-[d-:
vacacy group that -
sHe ‘f:c{lgmed}? the
mining industry
whs. one of rour,
miost discussed
tdpics. In my, .
cqlumn, I would
often talk about
responsible sus-
tafnability of the -
'nirtlﬁnindustry- .
sqmething she did not whol-
ly|agree to. S
y Sgtflel, she would intermit-
tepitly send me' information
aterials supporting her |
vipws, and 1 apgreciated the
openness thatshe continued
to maintain despite our dif-
fefences of views:. . . .
I had expected this from
her when she was hand- '
- picked to head one of they
mpost sensitive government
- posts in the midst of many
apprehensions that col-
leqguies in the business sector,
including any industry deal-
ingg with natural resources,
wpuld express., © ..
But I guess, being on the
other side of the fence, chang-
eq your perspective — and
decision-making process.
Therefore, it was a surprise
when I heard about her an-
n¢tinced complete closure
off 21 mines operating in the
equntry, roughly half of the
industry. - '
Perhaps, I was not really
surprised with what Gina, .
the staunch environmental-
isf, did being the new DENR
boss. She had been like a”
tgmado during the last six
onths, personally visiting
ines and other business op-
erations that were suspected
of pollitting and disrespecting
the environment. . . '
Cit—Bighews .. .,
Secretary Lopez has in-|
red made big news global- .
especially since the mine
closure order has affected .

half 67 B coun

. e £
-A

Kneeje

’ ey

; nigy's nickel

outputand has adversely af-
fected about eight percent of
the world’s nickel supply, a

. mineral integral to the stain-
less steel industry,

The world’s mining in- .

dustry is now experiencing
one of the biggest increases
in nickel future 'prices®* On

. ' the London Metal Exchange,

» deliveries three monthis from
now rose as much asf$250
to $10,500 per:ton aftéz;the
closure orders camé thrgugh:;.

‘Surprise and disbelief. ./
‘Locally, the surpfise

" | spawned by closure 6rders

'

> mings to

was eclipsed by the disbelief

in the manner by which the

. decision had beén made.

Secretary Lopez said she had

. personally visited the mines

- that were found tohave been
operating in watérsheds. -

- But when she was an-

the names of the

e closed, they came

in spurts, like kneejerk irpul-

sive decisions: initially nam-

ing 14 mines, adding one more

. asthebriefing progressed, ex-

. panding the list to 21 towards

" the-end, and the “final” list

i released in the evening,

The reasons for the clo-
suzres ‘were varied, and very-
much subject to debate. The
operations of mines in water-

' sll:ed areas needs t6 be proven
' to be adversely affecting the
envirpnment, yét many of
the other mines that were
- “guilty” of this weéte not.
'+ given that chance. - . -
) Unverified
and insufficient basis

-nuun_cin%

" QOther “lesser” ¥iolations .

cited ~ including insufficient
-or inadequate rehabilitation

" ‘of mine areas, absence of'
* . tree-cutting permits, and the’

" construction of alternate haul.
- roads — are deemed -as insuf-:
- ficient basis for the harsh

' penialty of a complete dosure.’

Remedial action was.sup-,

- _ posedly recommended for the -

* above “lesser” sins by the re-
“View team formed to conduct
the audits, but this could not.
be verified since the findings

~ that formed the basis.for the:

" 'DENR SEeretary’s decision’

has not beén'made public. . -
- Infact, mining inchistry of--
ficials are accusing the DENR -

i+ Secretary of excluding the

e

rk de

i, Seems about to chan

MMUNICATION AND I

cisions - |

REY GAMBOA

w5F

B

Sedibai

- actually participating ghithe
- press. conference t i‘t;tli'é“-
DENR; organized wherk

€rs were made,

Dr. Caloy Arcilla

the technjéalldu
team (compose

that. would
sustain the ing
and make it}a.
- sponsible con v
tor to the courifry’s

~This is the whole poifit in *
. why the country has been
. encouraging investmenfs in
. the mining industry, andfwhy
wehave séveral instititions in
the private and public;stctor -
that-have mineral mining
its'field of endeavor.

" . Downgraded si@iﬁqaé;;q L
and changing polici s

* ‘But this national p’b.}tion
,: OF

af Jeast until 2022 when the

cwrrent anti-mining posjtion - -

- of the governiment will'be

strongly supported by| the

- popular President Duterte.

_ ofthingstocome, - . |

. Economic Development
- thefity had declared
. .mining and. guarrying

. from 2000 to 2015.

| ‘product, whi

There werenot a few warnjings
onal
Av-,
that
"on-
tof

Late last year, the Natj

tributed less than a per
the country’s g

national productivity level,

Also deemed not. too [sig-
nificarit were the industr ’s
impact to total ‘exports. (5.6.

ércent) and employment

: -gmly236,400jobs). This “stnall

+ absence of social acceptabi

+ been:pooh-poohing the fm-
--‘pdrtaﬁceﬁf.g‘i '
- try.fon the Rhilippines; a:

‘contribution” was juxtap
against the reported dis
vantages: land use confh
environmental damage,

s,
nd
ity.

Even the President has

e miningiindus-

ad
the mining industry shdiﬂ_d

* nethave been surprised if the

_any appeals by the cloded

PresidentWould not entertain.

_audit team: ‘members from

‘the .

announcement to. close 23,

economy, ' 5.

ss dom stic -
indicates the - -

mines and suspend five oth- -

- from

: the UP Instituté of Ge logi-
cal Sciences pointed.out that

BIZ LINKS

'

'

]

|- irithe country and to potential

¢
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companies, 7 sw
Of course, the governhent
should Be prepared to'skift
the battleground tg our:coiixt*
System, maybe even on the
international level. While this
. is deemed as a last-résort
' recouirsé by the miriing firms
thathad been closed, rénefiing
--On contracts signed by the pre-
{“yious admjxﬁstrationgribéia;f ,
- of the Philippine government
. send very big bad signals to all

businesses currently operating

(investors, . :
Unplanned consequences -
. For-an industry that em-
ployshuridreds of thousands, -
-evenif comparatively smaller

* In'number than most opetat-
TN Jing indus\tn’es, real lives are
. still at stake. Will the Secretary .-

+ truly be able to immediately
provide jobs to those laid-off
within the next few weeks?

We may have mitigated -
’}fvrgllution or saved some trees
m being cut down insome
locations; but we now havea. -

. Serious problem adbout pre-

venting 200,000-plis families

dependent on the mining
. industry from going hungry. -

- Was the impact on-affected -

people’s lives fully consid-

- ered and planned for?

No doubt about it, ‘.the‘

-|. manner by which the indus--

try has just been treated could
have been better planned, and

; not marked by seemingly
» kneejerk decisions. Anyone .

-in government who functions -
without thoroughly consid- -
ering the ramification of its .

decisions does not deservé to. -

serve its citizens.

Facebook and Twitter !

" We are actively using two "

social networking websites

to. reach out more often’and " -

even interact with and engage
our readers, friends and col-

leagues in the various areas _

of interest that I tackle in my
coluinn. Please like us at wpp.

Jacebook.com and follow us at -
wuwnw.twitfer.com/ReyGanibon, -

 Should you wish to share any

insights, write me at Link Edge,

25ih Floor, 139 Corporite Cenler, -

. Valero Street, Salceds Village,.:

 isitwuno BizlinksPhitippines.net.

1

A -at reydgamboa@yahoo.com. Fore:
- ft compilation. of previous articles™*
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) ome Whlte House adwsers
of President Donald Trump

E -Duterte” in dealing with terror-;

mg ‘down’ the crime rate. m
c Agjierica.

Cess to the White House.

Al

In a phone conversatlon I
had with him last week;: my

: |t

Duterte’s way of dealing Lwrth
criminals and drug dealers

" “Knowing Trump, I'm sure
he will follow the advice of his
advisers,” my American friend
who is from California said.

.- The advisers of the new but
| controversial

situation 'in ‘the country has
| considerably improved since'

cording to my friend. n

.- A frequent vrs1tor to Mani-
| 1a, my friend had predicted that
if ‘Trump got elected to the

want the controversial UST :
chief executive to “do a

. 1sts and drug dealers and brmg- "

[l got this information fmm N
- [anAmerican friend who b dsaé-

) 'fnend said many of Trumps 2
=|close advisers admire = Mr. - :
* Digong ‘would become good'

US president-
know that the peace and order '

.| President Digong took over, ac- .

| White House, he and President

L]

.t I

S RAMONTULFO R

fnends

¥ “Both are stralght talkers
arlddoers Mon,” my friend said.
“ My friend mformed me
Trump had invited Presrdent
Digong to his inauguratibn and
even’ asked me to accompany

our Chief Execunve because he
“would give me! - tour of the’

‘White House. -

theinvitation, saymg he didn’t
“want to set foot in the United
States)
There goes Philippine' Na-

fespmEET
TIETE

. — e e,

rpo'lrcemen for ‘abducting and;

" Koreans
* the ertant cops to do push- ups
‘as punishment. B

_ The policemen’s shenam-
. gans surfated after the kldnap-

{Mano Dlgong dldn’t aCCept L

- inhistory to consider the post;
circus sturit 1nstead of a serl- :

LTS

Trump advzsed to do a Dutéjrte

tlonal Pohce D1rector General],
'Ronald "Bato" dela Rosa. with|-

his clowmsh antlcs again!

The PNP. chief berated iny®

front of TV cameras Pampanga

extortmg‘money from . some
in \Angeles City|-
months agd.
To top it off, Bato ordered

pmg,of Korean busmessman

Jee Ick-joo by, antmarcotlcs'_
cops; who. krlled him inside]

Camp Crame mpetober B
G1vmg pohcemen who com |

mit hemou% crimes light pun— .
ishment is’ hke encouragmg

themto catryon., s

Batd- rrught as “well hav :

whispéted to- the errant cop

“Gawin_ninyo uli, mga bata (Do '

it again, boys).”
Batc was playmg to the meq’
dia to boost his reputation as
funnyman, the first PNP chie3

ous ]ob

It's sutprising why Bato still .

remmains at his post despite all
(us boo-boos. //

\ Environment Secretary Gi- .,
na Lopez s order to close down
23 mines should send a strong !
1 TNessage to mining companies '

that the present dispensation
“won't tolerate the destruction .
" of: the environmient Gver eco-
. nomic gains for the country '
Lopez, a longtime environ-"
mentahst ordered the closure i
tof the mines for operatmg in
watersheds. 1
“You cannot have any k1nd>
y-of mining operations ina was .,f
hed Water is life,” she said..;
Her:. -@ppointment . as env1-'
".ronment chief was among the ;
¥ President’ s wisest decisions. {
i Unlike her predecessors 4
‘Lopez can never be bribed by\l
blg business.
Although she belongs to.the
1 wealthy Lopez family “which':
¢ owns ABS-CBN, Gina doesn't
4" care about money, being a for- |
- mer Buddhist nun. - 1
. "Years ago, she, panhandled
i 1n India for her faith, INQ" ™




" Cabinet member to do the’job

]

.

. YOU .could call it the Depart-
and.
.. Natura!l, Resourc
~ “tokhang,” the controversial po-.
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. ment of ~Environment

es’ version of

", lice campaign to visit suspected
. drug usersin.order tQ cbnvince
. them to mend their ways. Except

;. that the police appeared to have

. a real basis for jdentifying those
+, involved in the drug trade, while
~ DENR doesn’t even want to dis-
.. close how it went aftet the min-

. last week. Coe .
Let’s make this plain at' the

* start: 1f the mining companies
shuttered by Environ- -

. ordered

-, mént . and Natural Resources

a

. Secretary Regina Lopez violated
:* the law, then by -all means,, they
should be shut.down. .

+ the_ country. and the  suspeén-

.~ 'sfm

ing companies that it shut down

. But Lopez, who ordci‘.ed':"t"l_ie,
- closure of 23 mining sites across -

., sion of five others, also ng.eds,:,
4} at.the very least, to declare the

T

metes out should never, ever be

~of Duterte hi

'ing; Duterte is known to declare

S ek

i
i

i *

‘tated her action..Sadly, Lopez
refuses to release the results of
the purported seven-month audit
that she conducted on the mining
‘industiy, on Wwhich the closures
and suspensions are. reportedly
based., ‘ ; '
. 'Because of the lack of disclo-
sure, Lopez cannot even say how
12 other mining concerns that
were also audited by her depart-
ment’s Mines and Geosciences
‘Bureau passed the audit. And if
Lopez really intends to be fair
_to the two million or so Filipi-
“nos dependent -on mining for
their livelihood, according to the
Chamber of Mines of the Philip-
pines, she will reveal the results
. of the MGB evaluation.’
But how can Lopez be ex-
_pected, at this late date, to be
transparent about the audit when
. she did not gven make the offi-
- cials of the MGB attend the press

conference she called last Feb. 2,
_ during which she announced the
closures and ‘suspensions? And
.what is the real role of a former
‘indersecretary of DENR who
used to head up"MGB in the pre-
vious administration, but who

L

“Punis_her’,’;of the mining indus-
try—even if the punishments she

questioned.
T L3R ]

Despite’ Lopez’s faux-regalt

position on the closures, not all
of the Duterte administration
is backing her up. The silence
mself on Lopez’s

precipitate action is also tell-

his displeasure about sométhing

without ever feeling the need for - !

}
1
i

[ |
e ——

- 'Secretat s Don )
. one of, the most senior Cabinet
| members and & trusted Duterte

&;

-
!

1 do koW isthat Finance

- What T R ERLY
y Carlos Dominguez 111,

adviser, has expressed con-

cern overthe ad
| of the clogures 1I three areas.
The closures and’ suspensions,
Joss of many.‘thd]isahds of jobs at
| the mining concerns; wreak hav-

| ‘oc On the fiscal conditions of lo-

. | calf govern'meﬂtsi:thﬁt rely heav-:

| ily-on. A
i ‘thé min D
damper on -

on the.'taxes_'gnd_‘-fees paid

. ing compant
| put a

Gific violations that precipi-

. Dominguez said, will cause the |

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITI

was removed by President Ro

i

go Duterte—oniyto find his way -

back asa “special consultant
Lopez, who
the mining-audit?-

Norte Rep. Robest ‘Ace Barb

adverse impact

es, and even
the. national |-
" Turn to A5,

" DEN R 's v

of
put hirm in charg eiiof °
del.

ers,’

According to -Surigao .

k1 don't know i
Duterte appointe
Lopez to be DENI
secretary or if -
he made her:
queen over all’sh
suveys i)

1

P \
,

—
whose province has’ beet "one
of. the hardest-hit by the l.opez
closure orders, former. MGB
hiead “and  Undersecretary, :Leo
Jasgreno, who is now the secre-
tary’s foremost adviscr on min-

khang'

' “What I'm shar

trying too

ATIVES SERVICE

——T

ing, should be instead haled to :
ourt for granting the same min- !
ing permits {as MGB head) that
he advised Lopez to close. “How
can Jasareno advise Lopez on
mining, in the first place, when
he was the one who gave these
companies their permits?” Bar- :
bers asked. Co

But don't take my word’ fof !
it. Here’s Lopez herself, telling
journalists her reason for not.

. ‘disclosing the audit results of hc;"g!

th] I

very own “fokhang: N
“I don’t have to . have.you:

" privy to the processes on which.I.,

make my decisions,” Ligpez said.,
ing withyyou are |
the principles on which 1 stand

i ~ by, and I truly hope you sharehe .

same principles because you're |
Filipino. I'm not going to shiow .

* you...because I don’t .want .any- |
- .thing complicated. Justleave it :

already, I've made my decision ;

" and accept it. Don’t try to make

things complicated.” *
"1 don't know if Duterté @p-’
pointed Lopez to be DENR: s¢c- |
retary or if he made her queen’
over all she surveys. At _t;he,.'vé‘ry,i
least, Lopez can be ‘aceused: of ;
hard to becq%e the'

f EA

Froh; Ad =

o

try’s gross domestic product.”

. "+ In'exports'of nickel (@ faw ma-
terial,used in the prodjiction of
steel) alone, the, Philippines is

. ranked ‘as the world’s|number-
one supplier. In 2015, the Philip-

pines produced about 24. percent

of the nickel consumed, world-
wide, ‘according to the Morgan

Starley investment house. °

economy, particularly %he coun-

" Data .réleased this [Week by

. the vUS - - Geological| i Survey
placed overall Philippine nickel

production for 2016, at,:530,000

' -gons,,q:-ZI,p‘erc‘e,nt‘.of-ﬁcé,ili'al_'global
* outpyt. , And , the, mines, that

~ Lopez. ordered closed, account

. for Half of the country’
_oreoutput. VL
Again, « fiobody

g nickel-

" . Lopez to rescind her clost

" and suspension orders. She ot
. has to explain the basis-for1
. decision. R
If she can produce the tesu
of her audit and is dble to «
fend them, then she will siler
her critics. (She need not wo
about how compliéated they a
if they make sense and are bat
on real evidence, they will
upheld) . R
But if the Duterte admir
tration can suspend “tokhan
the President’s centerpiece. ca
paign, because of alleged ab
es, it should also revisit Lope
extrajudicial killing of an en
industry. .And it is Lopez’s
sponsibility to disclose the-
sults of her audit and Her b
_ for the closures and suspensic
Actual lives and livelihoo
" to say nothing of billions in
tual investments—depend ot
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dorses safety measures,,
Ph1lex Mining Corp. ‘CEO and
President Eulalio Austin Jr.”
challenged'the company s man-
agers and supervisors to “rein+
vént the wheel” in thinking and -
defining strategies toward at- *
taining the goal of zero fatality -
in the workplace, while achiev- |
ing imptoved productivity. e
" “Safety is the advocacy of a -
leader,” he said on Tuesday at a
company’s safety summit held at -
the Smith Hall of its gold-and—
copper operations in this town's
‘Sitio Padcal, Barangay ‘Camp 3.
“In attaining ambitions, we rhust
riot give up. Start rethinking and:
redefmmg our strategies, how to
Use our data to hack our culture of
responsibility. We needtoreinvent
the wheel.”
. Austin was speakmg to Philex
‘ Mmmgs 93 managers and super-
‘ v1sors—a551gned in Padcal and &t
the head office in Metro Manila’s
Mandaluyong City—whomhechal-
‘lenged to question t the status quo,
as! somethmg that runs is already
obsplete andtheyshouldstandout
with' convictions and take part in
_“partmpatwe discussions”. E

-:Summ1t Program, the January 31

~Calimbas, VP andhead of corporate
health, safety and security at Hol-
c1mPh111pp1nes Inc., whoreminded
‘her audience “compliance to safety
is a product of collective mindful-
ness’, thatlthmeape everybody cars
ng-fon body s welI ‘bemg“f.m,-—J
‘the workpla CA -
' “Philex is blessed, because its
top officials have embraced the”
' 1mp1ementat10n of safe;cy ‘meas-
ures, ” she said: Takingnote of t of the

UBA Benguet—Saylng :
. that a leader always en- -

Dubbed 2017 First Safety

event’s guest speaker was Carla

e

Phllex Mm:mg managers urgré'd};‘
to practlce safety ‘atall times”

event’s themeé-—"Driving Sdfefy

Complianice’ "—-Calimbas added: |

. “Allemployees must abide by thfg,

and leaders must have the habit
of gwmg importance to safety
Safety'is comphance remforced
with care.”

Crispin Mallare Jr., a planner '
at the Mill Division, invoked 'd

—ee———

‘sense of obhgatmn toward attain- -

ingsafetyan individual putsupon .
himself, Gver and above any regu—
lationssetin agiven environment.
“We cannot regulate personal
responsibility and pride. That'is
somethmg'that has to come from
s
w1thm eac mdw1dua1

ot phe lien

# He sa1d this kind of att1tude—— .

- coupled with.being aggressive and

‘having the: ablllty to learn fast on, e
the job afd from others, as well™

. as sharing one’s knowledge with

' coworkers—has made working re-.

: latlons];nps more harmonious in -

" many eénvironments, and has also.

produced new ideas and 1mproved

~ processes on how to deal with the -
' various tasks at hand.

In hlS division, for instance, -
there are group sessionscalled’
“Safety Huddle”, where a group of -

1 gix to e1ght employees convenes.
v regularly, so that its members miay

share with each other their expe-

. riences with regard to safety:in -

their respective jobs. Each groupis
composed of new and experienced
workers, so that the former may"
learn faster from the latter, and
they canall identify any problems

. that mayhinder the fulfillment of -

a zero-fatality goal.
“We. believe that w1th thxs
initiative, most of the recurring

* incidences will be limited and,

eventually, be totally eliminated . -
from ourworkplace,” Mallaresaid.
“The commitment of each indi-
vidual is critical to the success

© of our Safety Huddle, which can | )

‘be the starting point of devoting

ourselves'to embracing the habit
_ of safety and excellence.? /-

_:L‘*."_.L

* for Integnal Audit, said at the start :‘
' ofthep gram '

: -,;,proprxa niess of PPE, or personal

from thése,”

“of Padc¢al, "said what has been
“-agreed Uporn in the summit must |}

Fa

" The dafety simmit had three |

and arn ng workers), and the ap-

protectl e equlpment d
“We are,l-ﬁer‘e tP,,t?lk abour high-

level safb oty issues, anci CONCEINS,-80-+;
please share any y brilliant ideas that
you maj have, and may we all learn
Geraldine Ateo-an, “|.

ining division manager’,

Ph]lex

There were committees that |
present d thelr assigned top1cs '

:fter which each group

.and resident manager

befollowed up'dn stressing there ~
shquld be 'a consistency of our
safety 8 tandards

.....

ERVICE
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EVéB;YON E con(c)e/med'should have
n it was cofping, but Depait- -
Envrron nt.and Natural ’

DENRY) Sécretary Gina Lo-

]3 ‘s edi [/st week ordering the shut-.

ment

B do‘wn of 18 mining operations and the
. suspension of five others seemed to .

catth the mining mdustry and therest

. of the govemment by surprise.

o : kKrltzB1

R
-

" The Chamber of Mines of the '

Phllrppmes (COMP), whrcmsaw ‘

. seveial of its members shut down =
by Lopez order, reacted mstan‘tly “
-and- brtterly to the news, saymg -
it would cost the country at léast Do
P66 billion, and result in thie loss - -
‘of about 1.2 million jobs. The or=:
‘der was arbitrary and 1gnored the- L
‘recommendations from 4 lengthy
Laudit of the iridustry and ateview
frotn the Mines and Ceoscrenqes Y
“Biireau (MCB) and completely'

: dlsregarded due process, the mrn—

_ ing group, said. Sl

~ Lopez only fanned the ﬂames :
; of. controversy wrth her explana-' ,
_tlon, which was not really an.":
explananon atallbutan unctuous -
-statement tQ reporters thatshe'was .
- under no’ obligation to disquss |
,how she arrived at her decision or. ;
; provrde the presumably ¢ conflict- :
-ing recomimendations from-the |
' MGB.Why should 1, if 1 disagree |
EWJth them, she retorted, additig’ |
.that she ‘was very-unhappy with !
'the bureau because it. took!six -
months to conduct its review. and
! prepare its conclusions: - l
¢'r Eversince her appomtment las?x
yearby President Rodngo Duterte, l;
' Lopez has miade it cleanthat min-
' in§was her Public Enetny Number
"One, and ‘that she would: % a
"$top 16 as many, mrmng 5} .
“tions as she justifiably could: To
- that end, she launched astringent |,
. environmient and regulatory audit .
. of every comparlr,y in the industry;
. some,oplerations were deemed |

' 10 be equgl to the standards; and .

. SOME were not A —

g

. To be fair to ardent envrron— -
mentahst Lopez, thereare: mining ;
operatlons that probably should: ‘
' be shut down, and 1 up until last
week, many of the larger.ﬁrms— '
 particularly tho§e'who have opera -
trons in other countries, and have -

lbrgger public image challenge, .

;1o -manage—were supportive of
: Lopez-in this respect; one bad
 operator tends to make the entlre
~'industry look bad. n
‘ Unfortunately, Lopez went tdo -,

- fartin the way she handled the
-shutdown order, and discréditeds]
> not only herself and heragency;”
" buttheentire industrial regulatlon
framework of the Philippines.

* First of all, revoking an env. g
ronmental comphance certtﬁ-
" cate~~which is the specrﬁc power

theDENR holds to stop any soit |
Cof mdustnal operatron-—-should
- not be a matter of the sub]ecuve, t

personal prerogative | of the DENR

secretary. If the relevant laws. alloy. |

then she needs to erther be put in

‘her’ ‘place by her bossin Malaca-

| Nang, orremoved frofm'‘the DENR

'before she is permrtted to do any i

more harm, ‘ i
And contrary to what le.npez

§,"it certainly. is not.her ;

; prerogatrve to' withhold the find-
. ings from the MGB because she .

' disagrees with them, or: for: any

P otherreason Those recommenda-

. uons were of a regulatory hature, | i
mvolvmg—for the most. part—"
- publicly listed companies thatare °
. obliged to publicly disclose ever !
. the smallest material change t6

: - their businesses. It is possible that

~ Lopez, by withholding that infor- .
© mation, is actually forcing ¢ com- .

- panies, into violating securities *
" rules, which would be something
‘that most judges would likely firid :
-‘objectionable, if one or more of -
. the-affected firms pursued 2 legal .
" remedy. Beyond that, LopezSposr- j
Atiorkis aslap in the faceof thepub- |
! hq,P icularly under the current ,‘

admrmstratron which is making

sorlne small bt still ‘significant
adr ances toward greater transpar--
-ency in government policy and ,
- action, While as the head of the
MGB's parent agency Lopez may
. not becompelled to accept its rec-
oftrhendations, the ‘public coffers |
@y t.he salarles of the people
who:nigde\tHem, and the public |
trtl,éd to'know how i 1ts money
ent

‘

to stand as rs-—wuhout ob]ecuve
)ust fication and a clear coniec- ;

l Lopf mrght also consider that '
" expr ssing her distaste for mining -
in sach- an' opaque way will not

:j. imptess the sort of investors she

5 prest mably would want in their
place—those in the highly-regu-

! - lated) renewable energy sector—
that, itis a grave legal shortcomrng, ;
that .Congress must.address. im- .
medrately If, on the‘othenhand

_ g who need to be able to count on

, consistent-policy and regulatron

© for a long period of time in'order

. ton make their i investments viable,

1 A hang ‘in the perception
that prige rules the Philippines

~is.a'pdrt of the change that was

i supp sed to be coming with the

' elecu.n of Duterte; it is prob-
ably .safe assumption that no
. one: _pected ittobea change ‘
forth Wolse.,

‘__ben.kficz@manilaa}nés net
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Lopez fixed on mine closure
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orgamzahons and: sta.keholders
asking Env:mnment Secretary

; more detailed audit repo 'tarted to
{ pile up days after she! decldedato close
~down 23 metallic mmes and suspends

 five more. :
{ . This, while the oountxy's blgges mm

_f ers began appealing dn'ecﬂy to:P 3si-
- dent Rodrigo Duterte to rev1ew Lopez S
- action because it is not Just\"unfan""but

also 'illegal."

The head of tne country’s nahonal

. geological institution is now caIlmg o
i the, Department of Envu'onment and

" Natura] Resources (DENR) t6 make

 public the basis for her directive on:the
; 'closiire of 23 mining operaﬁons and the
suspensmn of five others,. .~ -

Aecordmg to him, this: will enable

future engineers and geolog]sts tolesrn
from; Lopez's decisions. 4ind. determine
how to best enforce respons:ble mlmng

"';practlces ‘ i

' Dr Carlos Arcx]]a, t.he d.u'ector o; the :

University of the Philippings’ National
- Institute of Geologlcal Scienees, said

‘that while he -agrees. ‘with Lopez. that

r _mrespons:ble mmmg operatlons should-

be.shut down,. he is puzzled’ss to. why‘
‘fLopez had not furdished:the minihg -
.rﬁrms copies of the mining audnt, which

" should have been the basis for ordenng.
. their closure and suSpensmn Tk

"“We are in agreement that the ir--

- responsxble mines should be closed No

-argument on that. That i is the purpose
-of the audit - technical people ¢héck-

" ing whether the mines. are fulﬁllmg the
; obligations under law to protect the
] envmonment,” Arcilla said, ™ i

# “We are interested toknow whrgt the
bases are for closmgmme we have to
i téach Future ‘geologists and engmeers ‘
 the correct: and sc:enuﬂc»ways to: mme. o
-.80asg notto endangerthe envxronment,” ‘

iiarties " he added
him, Lopez's actlons '

@ndtrensportatmn ser\uce '

prov:ders' eveni those in the education =
ilth *sée rs will be seriously -

c mdustnes stch as -
leumn are also being
ly strangled to death -
‘ance andprocessmg

il\1lVﬁ‘x“~lH‘n!(i

(I
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- ing is.an industry where thousahds ™

. “enwronmental NGOS and pressure
groups s

#MINDANAO

D _[_»,[ﬂMJ_L.JD YA

AGUINDINGAN Mlsamls
i Oriental — As the-order of

"’ gSecretary Gina Lopez to stop’
i the'operations of 23 operat- -
ing:mines in the Philippines hit the

" ‘niews, fenewed interest i inithe mineral ;-
" 'sector has erupted, and questlons ¢

about the audit report spread. _
This mdustry hasa checkered past:

»* owing to many factors such as'safety
- issues and stakeholder concerns,

often fraught with opposrtlon from

< In severalnareasmMmdanao min- " p
of families obtain theiri income, many
of them in 1llega1 mining set—ups that

. are'dangerous and envu'onmentally
"+ damaging. These form: :part of. the.
. estimated 1.2 million engaged inmin- .
\ing, whi¢h'in my opinion given the
- undocumented ﬂlegal mmmg taking-

[

place in manyareas, . . .
. In'thése pldces, gomg agamstmm :

3 lng is-politically difficult; since:even

- environmentalists fear: backlashi and

"are eareful not to' campalgn against

the Sector, and’some . progresswe
. groups opting to support what they

c¢all “pro-people mining” {o i improve

- the welfare of those engaged i m the

i) mdustry —not to suppress it. -

That said, we can never turn our

o back onan old mdustry that provides

us not only i income’ &nd livelihoods |

bt alSo'the buﬂdmg matérials for dur
-+ homes; from cement (ves, thatismiade
. from minerals), to the reinforced bar
. and galvamzed iron sheets.'Miner-

. als.are abundant due to our volcanic .
’ landscape We can only make sure-it
 is ‘mined or done properly, and that -
- the Filipino people who own these

resources get'their falr share from
" using it. :

Remember that a country s min-
eral wealth is the state property and

‘forms part of the national patrimony
that.can only be utilized by locals

t
i

f ~C0m1ng to terrns with
mining, Sec. Gina Lopez
dlalogue and sc1ence |

- with the beneﬁts equltably shared and

LY

environmental and social safeguards

put in placeby law, guided by the 1987

Constitution. i

- The Department of Enwronment
and Natural Resources (DENR) is
in charge of minerals devel()pment,
through the' Mines and Geo:Seiences
BureaurIt explores the country and .

- idenfiffes areagfor obtaining the min-

erals to encolrage investments.
Ttalso has the duty to make sure

that mining is properly undertaken

by enéagmg qualified contraetors by -

* issuing them mmeral contracts or
- permits, which should be seen no-

feren‘tlj} ﬁ'om other contracts «— the'

‘prmc1pal inthis case is the Phlllppme

government, and the mining company
isamere contractor or partner asthe '
case may be. The 23 companies-‘are
government: contractors who:took up
the challenge to develop resources for
the government:

These mines that have obtamed

: the séveral necessary permits and

clearances do & so:after hurdling years. -
of impact assessments, stakeholder
surveys and meetings. During opera-
tions, they aré subjected to regularau—
dits on theirsafety and environmental
standards; and'to check whether.
the mirierals.taken out are properly
valued so that the people, both the im-
mediate neighbors and the rest of the.
country, obtain their just share. .- -

Now'comes the Gina Lopéz audlt

Commericed as soon as she took

‘office, she announced the results of
. the audit-allegedly without showing "

the public.the andit report itself. This

_ may unduly rattle the stock prices-of

the affected.companies and prevent
dialogué from taking place. - ...
Is thisacceptable? Well, any audit

. especially by, government requires.
transparendy to preclude any-sense
- of unfairness or bias. Audits ought to
help improve operations, and enhance .
enforcement of the contracts they

entered into with government. Was

this audit able to do that? Only afull

" pubilg;wen‘ ‘

dl.f,zﬁ»

“have a right to
‘-Secretary recommended the closure

-'many?parely!‘u
. misunderstand
ini rmatlon heavily laced -

' Job,utnapage

’

reading ofits 1k
. 1.Did the "udrt cover ﬂlegal min-

-ers:as well? he saying goes that for

-every.legally

edstiof illegal mining ac-

tivities utilizing unsafe Jnethods and

reagents, ca .elessly pourmg them
mto rivers, |

2, Were?th

to th ‘public? Was. the same

i1
K

e the A tsresults ‘and process

of afffyipgiaf e récommendations?
Weaskthesequestions because in the

s conferstice she allegedly did not
, itielude officia §-ofher own Mihes and

_Geo-Scrence iBureau They would - -

have helped &tiswer the questions
about an ind stry only faintly un-
derstood by e Filipino public. They
" would havif ,rmed adiscourse that
affectgthe livés: of the thousands in
the hmterland '

. AY interest:
followmg these
these questior
and the public|
from the fruits

I .\ ol

‘ni- mmmg has risen

'which’ should benefit
of this mineral wealth,
know why the DENR

or. suspensmn
threatened the |

of these mines and

may be lost. -+ |-

Thus; it is |
to terms with this Mining industry
nderstand, and more
Nolonger must we be

w:thdr a'thatj; ,‘econsume . The new

x Itxsﬁmefor nore sclenceandfle s
politics. ' For mdre- dialogue and Tgt

'speeches. Only then can we confron];

these issues b sed on facts rathe%

For reactr

r

e.ppportumty to' seru--

time that we came

' technical aSpects ex-

possxblesuspenswns, Ce
18 need:to be asked, -

tundreds of thousands
* of direct and indirect livelihoods that

HPPRER

i OWER

'IIA”HVES NERLC E

e

W07 Fayy /
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LOPEZ

we're an island ecosystem,with biodiversity and
endemicity like no other.} :

The Philippines is the world’s top nickel ore
supplier and Lopez has said that closed mines
represent about half the country’s cutput.

Three-month nickel on the London Metal Ex-
change climbed 1.4 percent to $10,370 a ton
on Monday. The metal hit"a three-weekhigh of
$10,500 on Thursday when Lopez announced the
closures, ‘ »

A team, that reviewed the audit.of Philippine
mines recommended the suspension of opéerations
and payment of fines.for environmental violations,
instead of the closures, two people with knowl-
edge of the matter said. ' :
~ Lopez said she opted to close many of the

mines permanently so she can access rehabilita-
- tion funds. :

#Af it is closure, I can then heal the land. It is
Slosure because there is no way you can have any

kind of mining in watershed areas,)/she said. -
Lopez launched the eanvironmental audit of
the mines in July, initially suspending 10 and
saying 20 more were at risk of being halted. She
is a lohg-time environmentalist who took over
the department that oversces the mining sector
last Juite when President Rodrigo Duterte came
to power. | P O
‘Duterte, who has said that the Phili ¢
survive without a mining industiy, 33
support behind Lopez’s dedision:,
it formally at a cabinet -meeting ofl T

The minister’s decision to close and suspen
mines is “illegal and unfair,”, jeopardizing an in-
dustry that has paid a large amount in taxes and
fees to the government; he country’s mining
industry body said earlier on Mosday.

Lopez stood by her action. JThey’re killing our
rivers, our streams, they're/mining in watersheds.
That's against the mining law,” she said.
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“on Appomtments on Tuesday.
si-Adisource familiar with
Lopez s daily work told the In-
* quirer that the staunch envi-

Ronnel W. Domingo
dDona Z.Pazzibugan.
I‘eam Inqulrer

pames the secretary-d

fiy
th
ye
w

1)
3
=
N

ronmhentalist was not ‘gefting = Date’s Intent to. close the |

re others, as she.challenged,.
e ! mdustry to :give her- two:
ars; to-proveghat ecotounsm
hs 4a more wab}e sourc(e ok
rehhoot:l thanmmmg Sy
The Chamber of Mmes of !
e Phrhppmes (COMP) sardi‘-g
ppez's moves were hurting -
>ople in.communities hostmg .

the JOb and that she would not
.- msxst on staying i
: askedto leavel’ ‘

. “Under the ’gmse of ‘Heal-
'..ng the Hurt, ‘ she‘ is’ actually
- ' creating an even, ‘gger hurt,”
.the chamber $at v

' Group Metals' Corp.’ 4
; ich operates one of it

ining projects. . - 'i | -and atleast i :2mhillion people sidér,” PGMC president
. “We respectfully submit that “who depend dlrectly on Jlegiti- R Brayoisaid iri 4 briefin
e acts of the DENR (Depart- i foate, legal, peiimil can ‘take various actionsi

ent of Environment and Natu- - that . would deperid on the

rtheir 1ive1i.h6‘

fi

T
t

i

i

rence last week. The video fea- ;
red 1nd1genous peoples and
su;lents of mining commum-
es talkmgagamstrmmng

Frghting mood
‘The video, accompamed»by .
ichael ]ackson s hit -song! e
eal the World,} also showed v
opez in a flghtmg ‘mood: dm'aj
g speeches and ndmg in heli-

e i
i Ol
RN 1

__ng operatiggg;,_ﬁ?lm;f:fhh .:
' ?Zélmg the hurt’ were: BNt

.'|rrespon51ble, unfair:ai

COMP has also taken to re-
ring to Lopez as secretary—" }
esignate. A confirmation hear-"  *
g on Lopez's appointment is. .. -
cheduled at the Commission

Chamberpof Mines of the“Plu

iy

N T U< v . t
aet 53 n{-'].-.-‘!’“' \'[" :
lippines =y

Large-scale mmers on Monday . the support she:néeded from ing: settor pose

asked President ‘Duterte to 1€ | “:her colleagues. other 1ndg$tr1e5,"1 adde

vigw theordérs of Environment, . |7 gy Lopez is unfazed, reit- & o0 o
Secretary. Gina Lopez to closé " |, eratmg in a-television inter- , Awﬁiﬁhg copy. of ord
dqwn 23 mines and susperfd: | . view that she did not ask for ~ Also on Monday, Platifum

5, Dr-

i

‘areas would: fare bettei'~w1th'—i

. ecotourism and agnculture, :
£ “Ih
* ave area&now that: have

vrew on Monday :
% She said thatina greene

people would have }obs, myore”"
money and “theylisbe; ha i%’wm

i o mgfagamst: inst each other] i} wl iU

. Lopez noted that only a few

.. were: benefiting «frorn“

 ing-“the businessmenWhBare

. ;‘ Already very rich, some poht; -

"c1ansandfore1gners ada
Y “But the people- who .],we

‘ there, are they beneﬁtlngg,,

' Around the'mining areas ther‘e '
isa lot povei'ty." she sa1d i,

. 2-year tlmelme ol .
.. - She asked the. mlm "?m—-
;' dustry to allow her to do 59@5
- 'thingin the mmmgareas ';,,

", “Give me two ye sagﬁ 21 :
show you much more th y‘ ‘
.'ha\Fe ever done in the y -
they have been there. T am,con— .

. ‘ ﬁdent(abouttlus),” she Sala e

le 'She believed that Dm gﬂt -
and Sungao provmces“ gre -
she cclosed down ming; Eg‘ﬁ]_'? ‘

develop their; ecotour 0
- dustry. ! ‘
' Dinagat has 185 propdsed 1

ral Resources) secretary—de51g\.- ", These also' W " g “der coming rem the secrc-tary o
ate. on Feb, 2 announcing he '-"-plpelme ofmlmn ,%p'estments herself which'wedon’ thav,e-.-"a | ecotourism sites, mcludn}g 3:,_he {
tispension or closure of ce“%g* ““worth $22 billiok 6r $Bout P11 ~Lopez rebutted the mining - largest bonsai forest 1p
nlining operations under ~“trillion, COMP—;;E'_" Lindustry-'s claim that1.2million  country, according to the e}bvxg- ‘
- gliise of *healing the hurt’ 1were .} e "T e secrelaryiddis ite b ‘people would be displacedtby. ronment secretary. |
inresponsible, unfair and illegal, @iﬂe ctivel t ]ﬁ‘#& ate has ~ ‘theclosure. of the mines: Cltmg - Shealsocited the Hmat;u
MP said in a statement. - : y esta ‘._.‘-\ ning government studies, . she saui' Surigac del Sur’s Enchanted
““Heal the hurt” is the title of Toratorium i) th '\., p;;[*les that silice,2014 the mining in- ; River, famed forits clear bluxsh
a video that, was shown before He dustry created 235,ooo;obF.-_ ; | viater. SR
ahd after the DENR press con- | s‘;‘;g‘rg Lo i Tl w0 L saw mountains; clean wa:

" ter, beaches and- corals. ini; the

- areas where there are no’ ;
© ing. Why are you killing thatfor :
. the mining that some husmess-
1 men want? It's morally WIO,
i Dinagat has so much p?‘
and so does Sungao she

| E L ‘
' 'k}\llmg it. That's' opp rgﬁir%r' :
» lost... It's not worth (1t al:,‘

St

. he said.

1 'spared political allles“
b mlmng crackdown

\ mrmng where Ltf G
ronment'the cou try;h
"lot,” she salcl N
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4 YHE mlnlng 1ndustrys big play rs
| belonging to the Chamber,of Mir
. of the Philippines (COMP) on |
_Monda asked President Duterte to review
the closure and-§uspension orders iss d‘by
.Env1ronment Secretary Regma Paz L I:
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 »Ina si:atement, ‘COMP 'said Loper’s |~
#‘*_E‘qigion to close 23 lal’ge-'saale operat-

“Vying ihines and suspend five others has
- & k

results, Lopez assuredithe meticulous con-
. ductofthemine auditand that the decision
.1 for the greater good;, anchored on socdial

-’ Setious repercussions” to.the country.. . jpstic‘i‘f‘:;".Whidlis,fhéf“ "?agcggm!soul"pf t;g{e?'a !

. #& Lppez earlier annouficed the closure - . .Department of Envir ohment and Natural
- "'énd,\Shspension of 28,0f the 41 large-", _ ReSQ:d;ji’;ge;'s_ ENR) underler watch. \
scale,metallic mines, for failing envi- . . . EopézAaid the dékisiort is final, and .

- tonmental standards. © - .
Most of the miipgs recémmended for'
closure, according to Lopes, caused mas-: 5 -
sive environmental degradation and pol-’
Iution ofrivers and"fu‘l_icti_qpail watersheds -

- urgedthoseaffectedth » pealtoDuterte
£ foﬁee,oﬁ_ﬁideraﬁion. 7S .

- COMP éarlier urged the MiningIndus-

-+ try Coordinating Couricil (MICC) to look

- supply of freshwater.”* - g “ the
Beforemakingherannounicementonthe'

““lealing the hurt:"‘ were ".‘i:i'e’sbtmfsi.b‘lg.u ‘

* Whfait and illegal”. . .

"' Lopez's dctions, the group said, thave

" finally revealed her true bias: to stop alt

"' mining in the Philippines”. = N
" Ironically, COMP said the DENR chief
has “trained her guns onlegitimate opera-

, tions, while turninga b]::n,d €ye to unper- |

mitted, undocumented, nohtaxpayingand

‘noncompliant mining operations, which

- are the real violators of envirdnme;nt”..
In ordering the closure and suspension ‘,
' of the operating mines, COMP said Lopez
is condemning to pdverty more than 1.2
_million Filipinos, whoselivelihcod depend
: onlegitimate,lg‘gal,‘pe;;nittedn{iping,anq_
crippling local government units (LGUs)
- " and communities that benéfit from taxes

that threaten the"ciéﬁntﬁj‘i‘s?sustainablef
AR I

" andsocial-devélopmentmanagementpro- j

grams (SDMPs) of minirng companies.

“Sheiscreatinganunstablepolicyen-

vironment resulting in threatening the
‘economic growth 'mdmexztum.uqur the
'Duterte administration and putting in
" timbo $22 billion [P1.1 t¥illion] worth
" of investments,” COMP said. o
.. According to COMP,,Lope'z is atta_clk-l
ir;g ‘the only industry in the country
thathasreplanted over 20 million trees
nationwide. '

The group said Lopez “deceptively”

- used images of active mining areas as.
" “evidence” that no'rehabilitation is hap-
: pening. It expressed concern that Lopez
. is slowly killing an induft_:_l_'y\'f_t_:ha_'tl hgs
faithfully paid billions ;‘n;t'a?if:‘:e's;and fees
- annually to the government,

In"its

Iy

.5
£

‘have finally reyealed

her'true

all mining in the

Philippines”-~COMP

‘h'pqrfl;‘:.ermits and othéFDENR‘iqdhtfoiléd- o

perznits, and stopping future Projécts by
- withholding and canceling ECCs previ-
“ously issued and nonprocessing of other
Tequired permits,” COMP said.

'COMP added the DENR chief has ef: -

fectively established a mining morato-
rium in the Philippines and trampled on

the Philippine Mining Act, alaw that she N

had sworn to uphold and implement. .. -
Also to be affected, according to'

';OMP, are the logistits companies that ;
provide drilling, cons’fruqtigsﬁ,-hauling -

and shipping; Processing companies;’

manpower and transportation service

Providers; and even thosé in the educa-
tion and health sectors. RN

Other strategic industries, such as *
etiergy and petroleum, “4re also being"
shackled and slowly strangled to death”

by stopping the issuancé and procedsing '}

or canceling of existing ECCs;

bias: t stop, *

Into Lopez’s decision;
T ‘appeal té,p'
the g_é‘n___sjgnf an:di__culd;;ﬁré of certain
thining ‘operations'’

- efiforce responsiple mining;practi

a “tary Ramon J.P. Paje, required:the;

rte, COMP said

i_i"idei‘ff the guise of

e ——

s

" The comp

explained that Lopez
ipredecessor, former Environment Secre

‘Tiin
.ing companies to subject themselves t&'
"yearlong certification process under IS(
14001, which Lopez herself describedo:

: pJuly 1, 2018, as “another way of sayin
. |responsible mining”, :

+. But COMP said Lopez is now usin
the results of this second audit rathie:

L than the results of the 150 _staﬁdé;dﬁ,

 [revealing her inherent bjas agaifist the

[industry as a whole”, - T
. Carlos Arcilla, director of the Unj-
" Versity of the Philippines—National In:
. ftitute of Geological Sciences, urged

s f*?p'ez_‘tg revealthebasis ofher decision.
‘ »’.!;é;gsgl?gy‘_:gxpert, Arcilla said’ fu,
; :!&jér,g;}gf neers and geologists should:

SRR L) ; s . A%
earn from Lopez’s decision'on ow*@fo_‘:j

| astatement, Arcillasaidheagrees: % tﬂ '
: Lopezithat'only responsible min'e‘rs.s'hqﬁld,;

O

j bé‘allowéﬂ‘to Operate, but added the DE,
: :Eféh?:ﬁd prR 4

tet should-also reveal the basis o fh‘t
‘L.Iis.g}‘;}Wéw%;e interested toknow what %fﬁe

"

Pl T e LAEYT
bases ‘are'fox, closing mmes—-tivg;_hav to’®

Wi M h o %
‘ _tﬁaach- futuré geologists and engineers‘the '

-tcr'ﬁéd dnd scientific ways to mine’*85 gar
not to endanger the environment” - o
L NE o . Do

——r
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. By.Janina C. Lim

" Reporter

MINERS are banking on a fair hearing
" when they raise to President Rodrigo
R. Duterte their plea against sanctions
imposed by the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources (DENR) for

TIVES SERVICE

a]leéed vmlatxons of conditionis of thelr

perniits, evén as the chief executlve Tast ;.

week voiced support for the regulatory
ruling.

“He (Mr Duterte) sald he supports ‘it
as long as it's fair and legal,” Ronald S. Re-

cidoro, Legal and Pohcywce-pres:dent of
the Chamber of Mines of the Philippines- -

(CoMP), said in a telephone interview
yesterday Sl

Wha]t«we re saymg is that it’s both ;\
unfaur andlillegal” - . j

CoM

Artemi;o F

ministr%o
]EI

‘ yesterday separately issued a ;
-st'atem:ent, attributed to its chairman,

Disini, saying: “To the ad- -
n of President Rodrigo R.

Read the summary af DENR'S mine audit
report by scanning the QR code with your’
smastphona or by typing.the link

+ <https://g00.91/qNKNRS>

¢ Duterte, we respectfully submit that the
- acts of the DENR Secretary-designate
. last Feb, 2 announcing the suspension
. or closure of certain mining operations
- under the guise of *healing the hurt’ were
 irresponsible, unfair and illegal,”

The group argued that, in moving to
shutter 23 metal mines and suspend five

. others, Enwronment Secretary Regina

Paz L. Lopez “has effectwely established

a mlmngnmoratonum in the P " _ppmes, o

trampling onthe Pthppme Mi gAct,..
that she had sworn to uphold anid 1mp1e-‘ :
ment..” even | though 12 of the{41 metal
mines in the country passed D NR’s au-
dit, whichbegan in July 2016. ; |’
Ms. Lopez — ‘who had sald affected
miners may.still appeal DENR"
to Mr. Duterte himself — was not able to
\ ¢ . Miners SI/3

decision
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- Miners,
- fromSi/1

tramed her éﬁns on the legltrmate
operations, while turning a blind

eye to unpermltted undocu- h

.mented, non-taxpaymg ‘and non-:

compliant- mmmg operations!
* who are the feal violators oft the i

environment.” :

The report of the techmca] re-
view committee whlch the DENR. !
formed in November last year

recommended as sanctions sus-“

pension of opération, suspension
of environmental comphance
certificate (ECC), nont issuance
of ore transport permlt and/or
payment of fines. -

© “Ithink.. .oncehe (MrDuterte)

sees na-dinisregard ‘yung review

conducted by ‘MGB ‘and that
MGB was effectively ignored in -

the whole process... if he sees nq °

~ the MGB findings'say otherwise,
I think it will have that weight

. kasi inaral talaga nila (Minéesand
" unfriendly policies since'a miota-

Geosciences Bureau, which forms

part of DENR's technical review

committee for the mine audit)..”

CoMP’s Mr. Recrdoro said yes-
7 terday

Mr. Duterte, after DENR .-

- released its findings on'Feb. 2,
_ voiced support for Ms, Lopez, say-
" ing in a speech later thst same
day: “You know, I support her and
there was never a time that I told
her to slow down a little bit... to-
. day she’s insisting on closure of so

* manyand I support her.”

Malacafiang yesterday side-
stepped a question on how it
. couid be objective in hearing
- miners’ plea when Mr. Duterte
- has airéady voiced his sup-
- port for DENR’s decision, with
.- Presidential Communications
;- Operations Office Secretary
" Martin M. Aidanar saying via
(text: “We defer to DENR on
- your question.. sa kanila mo
- na kunin yung sagot (get the

"1

ntlgf ans'@epfrom the dep:

i
[

. much ofAs:a .

.u-'..- .

h its statement! este‘rd'
‘Egam enumera dt’he\e

than three-fifths of the metal
mrnes in the country: 1nclud1ng
‘1.2 mllhon workers:drnd their -
dependents, as well as-foregone”
local tax payments and some $22
bllhon worth of mvestments in.
the pipeline., R

. An estimate the department
reIeased last weekend showed
affected miners — those to be

‘ shuttered and those to be sus-
pended — accounted for 40, 971% ‘

" of industry jobs in 2015, as'well-

“*‘as 41.425% of taxes collected and

:22:463% of investments,”
* Ms. Lopez has referred to MGB
.data’showing the industry con-

t'nbuted 1just 0.5% to the éountry’s’ *

Jobs and 0.6% to gross domestic
product in 2016’s first three quar— ’
ters. . o i

Miners have been reelmg from

* torium on new permits the past
" admiinistration of forimer presi-
" dent Benigno S. C. Aquino III had
" putinplacein2011, ’

And the latest industry data
"' continie to bare the séctor’s

woes. MGB reported Iaﬁ; Feb.1*

" that value of metal minefal pro--
" duction dropped eight percent
to P100.56 billion last’ ‘year from
'2015’s . P109.84 billion,- blammg

“[ploor base metal price, a string
of mine suspension and... non-
operdtion due to unfavorable
" weather conditions” for the sec-

‘ tor’s “Tackluster performance” -

" At the Philippiné Stock Ex:
change, mining and oil contin-
uedto reel from the fallout from:
DENR'’s dction, losing '0.28%
—'the only one of six sectoral
“indices*to retreat even as’ the
‘bourse followed Wall' Street'
rise and joined garns deross

w

Eht tie

1

g In a drs Vosur.g‘@n Monday,

"= said it “s rongly” felt that the
DENR declaration was made “ar-
bltranly ani
lackrng of theldue process of law.”
" “We are ¢onfident that Mar-
cventures can overturn the sup-
posed findi Igs consrdermg our
prmr legal jght " the firm said,
adding that i
with business operations and
start mining when the season
' starts next quarter.

“We hope G'receive the notice
ororder fro the DENR so we can
present our ,de and overturn the

-+ supposed fini mgs

Oriental Behinsula Resources
_ Group Inc.,|told the stock ex-
"change veste d_eythat the suspen-
'fsio'n of the ]}33:
* Citinickel Mihes and Develop-
ment Corp;, l{as “no immediate
-impact” on the company’s op-
erations ‘a‘nd financial conditions
since its projaét had already been
" suspended bjfore the mine audlt
. begaﬁ. [ BN
In a statement; Global Fer-
ronicke] Holdings, Inc. said its
subsidiary Platinum Group Met-
als Corp. —oneofthose ordered to
close down —|i¥
of any laws, rules or regulations,
and the allegations against the
~ company haveno factual basis”
. The 'afdrementloned miners
- also noted tha¥ they have yet to
receive a formal order from the
DENR regardrhg the matter,
- CoMP had asked Finance See-
retary Carlos (G. Domingnez II1
to convene th Mmmg Industry
Coordinating Council, which he
co-chairs with|Ms. Lopez, to dis-
cuss the DENRlaction, buf a check

with his office ,esterday showed |

it was still findi ig out whether the
“group can Havé'a quorum should
it meet thrs wef: ' :

oldmgs Ine. -

G (Clel . i ers whose projects.

‘ nomrcflmpact of the 1mpend1ng have been ,_arked for closure
closure or suspenslon of more -

I'hastrly, coranetely .

tintends to proceed

C of its subsidiary, |

““not in violation |

UPPER HALF

LOWER HALF
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: suspenision in o operations

f fines: for cnv:ronmcntaj f_

ol nsm closure’ of 2
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MGB

quoted by Reuters said there was “Wldespread
chaos” in Lopez’ department following her deci-
sion to close'some mines, which was not part
of the recommendation of the audit team {(from
MGB). .

Arcilla said he agrees with the secretary that ir-
responsible mining operations should be shut down
but that he is puzzled why Lopez had not furnished
. the mining firms copies of the mining audit, which
should have been the basis for ordering their closure
and suspension.

“We are interested to know what the bases are
for closing mines ~ we have to teach future geolo-
gists and engineers the correct and sc1cnt1fic ways
to mine so as not to endanger the environment,”
Arcilla said in a statement.. -

“The basis for the rine closures have not been
made public and they have not been-given to the
mines that are to be clg8ed... This telis me that the
- main basis for mine closures is emotion, superficial
impressions,” the official added,

He also claims that Lopez’ conflict of interest
in handling the DENR-portfolio is seen due to her
inaction involving the oil leak at the West Tower
condominium in Makati city that was caused by the
First Philippine Industrial Corp. (FPIC), a company
owned mostly by the secretary’s family.

Arcilla said that Lopez has not done anything to
comply with a Supreme Court order directing her de-
partment to oversee the full cleanup by the FPIC of

the remammg poliutants in the groundwater and soil _

that spilled over undernea
was t_hc basis of the court
..In contrast, she has

h the West 'I'ower Wh1ch
s first Writ of Kalikasan.:
been very vocal in het

des1re to close errant mining companies, but she has
not shown concern for a qsfinmve case of massive

pollution caused by a com
her family, showing delibe

any which is owned by
rate conflict of interest,”

Arcilla, who was also hiréd as head consultant o’f
the Makati City government to investigate the West ‘

Tower oil leak added.
The CMP said the decision of Lopez to close over.
half of the countiy’s mines and susperid others is:
“illegal and unfair,” and. eoparchzes an industry
that has paid a Ia.rge amount in taxes and fees to
the government.

“She violated due process which is an inherent
part of the rule of law - :;lnd did not give proper
notice by consistently refusing to release the results
of the€ audit to the affected parties,” the CMP sald
in a statement’ .

Environment and Natural Resources Secretary
Regina Lopez on Thursdayiordered the mines shut,
saying many were operating in watersheds. The
mines to be closed account for half of nickel ore
output by the world's top supplier of the metal.
Another five mines were suspended.

“She has created an unstable policy environment
resulting in the stalling of economic growth momen-
turn under the Duterte Administration,” the chamber
said, citing the industry’sP 62.5 biltion ($1.26 bllhon)
worth of investments. (wz h Reuters)
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By LOUISE MAUREEN SIMEON

AT T et _,1_-.4.“.,.._, N——

- Minin stakeholders con-
tihue-to’ ﬁﬂ on Environment
Secretary Gina Lopez, saying
the agency's head is creating
an even bigger problem, for;.
the industry. resulting in the™ -
stalling of economic growth,
momentum under the Duterte
administration. :
. TheDepartment of Env1ron-
ment-and Natural Resources
has ordered the closure of 23
mining firms and the suspen-
| sion of five others for breaching
environmental standards. .
~ The Chamber of Mines ofthe -
Philippines said while Lopez
| reiterated her purpose to. heal
the sector, the closure order has
grave repercussions on the in-
dus and the country as well. -
is is not the way to *heal
the hurt” This is not the way to
harness the mineral industry’s
potent:al as a contributor to the -
country’s progress,” COMP
chairman Axtemio Disini said.
“It is now apparent that-
within her department, there is
widespread chaos. Her actions
have finally revealed her true
bias which is to stop.all mining

Mming flr:ms say‘ ._
“creating blgger:';.e:prob'lem

itvthe Phlhppmes,” he adclecl

stire order will affect more than
1.2 million Filipinos arid, mpple
local: government, units' and
communities that. beneﬁt from

‘tax payments of 1 mimng firms.

*She (Lopez) is creating an

‘ unstabl&pollcy enyironment

resulting in threatening the
economic growth momentum
under the Duterte administra-
tion and putting.in limbo $22

‘billion worth of mvestments,

he said.

“Lopez is slowly kl]hng an
industry that has paid billions
in takes and fees annually,
Disini added.

Disini said th,eenv:i:oqment
chief is strangling current op-

erations by non-issuance of’

various permits and halting
projects by withholding and

.cangelling prevxously‘ issued
‘certificates.

" “The Secretaxy—demgnate has
effectively established a mining
moratorium in the Philippines,
trampling on the Philippine
Mining Act, a law that she had

sworn to uphold and imple- .

ment before the Presidentof the
Philippines,” Disini said.

-/ COMP said Lopez’s actio
.- According to COMP, the clo-/,l,a posing danger not just.tp .

sthe:mining sector, but als
to other industries as well

including; drilling, construe-:

. \

tion, hauling and shipping;
processing:companies, mar:

power, and transportatw:_i'

service providers. -

Stakeholders.are now a -I.
pealing to President Duterte to'
. .condominium. in Makati City

thomughly review the actio

of Lopez in relation to ’che nu 5.

erals-sector. - i
“What is ironic is the Se

retary-designate ‘has trained
her. guns on the legitimate op-.
erations, while turning a blir d"'

eye to unpermitted, undo L
mented, non-taxpaying an
non-compliant mining opera-

tions'who are the real violators

of environment,” Disini said.{-
Lopez, however, :said Mon:
day. she wotld not reconsider
her decision to shut down 23 bf
the country’s 41 mines, adding
the Southeast Asian: nation is
“unfit for mining.” :
“If it is closure, I can th n
heal the.land. It is closure;
cause theré is noway you ¢
have any kind of mining in
watershed, areas,”, Lopez tofd

lopez

'

) ‘Reuters in an mterv1ew at her

office. .
. 'The affected mines account

for half of the nickel ore output ..
‘by the world’s top supplier of

the metal.
Some industry stakeholders

~have likewise noted the conflict

of interest of Lopezin handling

-the DENR post, citing the mas-

sive oil leak at the West Tower

thatiwas caused by the Lopez- -

‘led: First Philippine Industnal_'

. Corp.
University of the Ph111p-
pines-National Institute of

‘Geological Sciences director- j'

Carlos Arcilla said Lopez has

_not done anything to comply

with a Supreme Court order
directing her agency to over: .
see the full cleanup by the. |
FPIC of the remaining pollut:
ants in the groundwater and
soil that spilled over. L

. “Secretary Lopez, already .

six months into her tenure as

- head of DENR, has not dofie.

anything to mitigate, publi:
cize and lessen the suffering

.caused to the displaced people -
‘of West Tower and Bangkal o

he said.
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The Department of Fmanceus tak-

| ing a closer look at the unpact on .

local jobs. as well as revenues by,
the order of the Department of En-
vuonment and Natural Resources

. eL1~| noe P eA e g e e

to cIose down 23 mmes nanonw'lde
.» and suspend another, five, 1 4.

CdInea statement“Monday, the
DOR ‘said Financé SEcrétary. Car-

los G Dommguez IIL had ordered-

ireasurers . of loca,l govemment
units to prepare them assessment
reports as he feared that the

 cal Government Finange; orie city
" and 10 municipalities will be im-

pacted by-the closure of 23 min-

,mg sites, on top of .one c1ty and

foughmummpalmes that host sus-
peﬁded mining firms, -~
% wAs Stich;'the DOF"said BLGF

executwe dlrector Nmo Ray-'

B L S

‘municipal treasurers in all locali

" the BLGF INQ

—_—

PRI s 1 THiced® )
DENRs dn'ecnve '#rn?ght nnpel?l . mary concern is the revenues of
the “fiscal«state. .of> the affect ch '1hamun1c1pa11nes That's whywe !
LGUs, given that inining compa” ,'asked the ireasuters already tg
nieszaceount ; for a‘hefty part of giveus aqmck round assessment .
the tak‘revenues collected by 10-: of how ‘much is going to be lost m :
cal govemments ‘in mumc1pa,ll . revenues, " Domlnguez said. 'g
ties hosting mipe 51tes i

. t Bdsed on prehrmnary data of
"On the revenue side, ourp '__the DQF attm:hed Bureau of Lo-»

' : E--
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memorandum “dlrectlng city and -

ties hostmg mining prcuects tq b
submit, their - complete and up :
dated reports by Friday, Feb. 10,
LGU treastifers 4 é supemsed b) B




THE- Department of Finance
Do¥F) has directed local trea-

ocal government revenues.
Finance Secretary Carlos
Domlnguez 3rd said in a state-

effect on the* natlonal economy,
Jast week's, move by'the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural
Resources. (DENR) might' 1mpenl

hosting mine sites.

Earlier, he alsp told reporters,
["On the revenue side, our primary -,
concern is the revenues of the mu-
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urers in areas hostmg mmmg. :
brojects to assess the impact of
he closure of suspension of 28 -
mine sites across the country on

the fiscal state of the affected local |
governments, given that mining
companies account for a hefty part -
of the tax evenues collected by lo- -
cal governments in munlcrpalmes :

impact of mines closure -

: nrcrpahttes That's whywe asked the
" treasurers already to give us a: iquick-

rotnd assessment of how much is

'gomg to be lost in revenues.”

The DoF said prehmmary data

from its Bureau of Local Govern-

ment Finance (BLGF). showed

thatat least 10 muntcrpalmes and
‘one city would be affected by the
mentissued on Monday, he isstied ~ DENR’s order to close down 23
the dn'ectlve because alongside -

the massive'loss of jobs and its -

mine sites, while one etty and fgur

municipalities would be affected .
by the'suspensions. -
In an immediate reaction,

the Chamber of Mines of the

'Phtltpprnes (COMP). had .esti-

mated thiat atmost P70 billion in
gross production valie and close

to.P20 billion in taxes ‘would be

lost if the DENR decrston pushed
ahead. About 67,000 )obs are also

- atrisk, it sajd.

' Last yrear, local govemments host-
ing mining projects Teceived P233.8
rmlhon or 40- percent of the P585

quarter of2014.. . |

In response 10. Dommguez‘ .

dlrectlve, BLGF Executive Directo

hosung rmntng projectsito sub‘ml

their complefe and: updated report

by Friday, Februaty 10.",

“Tréastirers of local government ':j:
are under the supervision of the*

Do through its: BLGE, it noted ,

Dornmguezmstructed local treasur,

issued-in’ September last yea:{

ers to incliide in their quartetly and
annual finanial reportsall environg -
mentand naturdl resources revenues

and expendtturee,,parttcularly th
payments rhade by the mining ang

other extractive industries tor thei ;!;Lj

respectrve local governments

rmlhon in' mlmng taxes collected
from Decernber 2011 to the fourth !

DoF orders assessment of revenue

- ntechan'isrn for municipal treasur-'
.ers'in LGUs hosting mine sites to

presentthelrrespecuve assessments *
. fast enough given that they have

. been forwarding their Statements

of Receipts and Expenditures elec- -
tronically since 2011 and are now
required to submit them through

- the web-based Envircnment and

" Natural Resources Data Manage-
Nifio' Alvina said he has issued g *
memorandim “directing city and’;;
mumcrpal treasurers in‘all localitieg .-

ment Tool (ENRDMT). ;
" These assessment reports,
Dominguez said, will aid the gov- -

' .ernment in coming up with'a
- comprehensive strategy to address
. the impact of the DENR move on

‘the employment and fiscal situa-

* “tionsin thecommunities wherethe
" concerned mining sites are located.
In- Department Order 049 201( y

- ‘t

" Dominguezalsosaid hehascalled
for a meeting of the Mining Industry *
Coordinating Council (MICC), '
which he co-chais, to assess the im-
pact of the DENR directive. : - :
."We're just waiting for the -
response of the other members
of the MICC. We want to have it
next week as soon as posmbleh t

he has.said.
MAYVELIN u. CARABALLO

o
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‘ The Department omeance .

"(DOF) ordered local treasur-
ers in areas hosting mining
projects to assess the impact
on the would-he affected iocal
government units (LGUs) of the
closure or suspension of 28 mine

* sites across the country.

In 3 statement, Finance Sec-
retary Carlos G. Dominguez ITI
said they expect massive 1oss of
jobs following the Department

- of Environment and Natural Re-

sources' (DENR) order against
mining companies,

Aside from jobs, Dominguez
also said the order will affect the
fiseal state of mining-host LLGUs
and the country’s economy.

“On the revenue side, our
primary concern is the revenues
of the municipalities. That's why
we asked the treasurers already
to give us a quick-round assess-
ment of how much is going to be
lost in revenues,” Dnmmguez
said.

Preliminary data from the
DOF’s Bureau of Local Govern-
ment Finance (BLGF) showed

at least 10 mumclpalmes and_ -
one city' wouldbe aﬁ'ected by'the

DENR's order to’ elose~down,
while one city and four munici-
palities would be affected by the
suspensions.

Inresponse to Dommguez S
directive, BLGF Executive
Director Nifio Alvina said he
has issued a memorandum “di-
recting city and municipal trea-
surers in all localities hosting
mining projects to submit their
complete and updated reports
by Friday, February.10.”

Treasurers of LGUs are un-
der the supervision of the DOF
through its BLGF.

In Department Order 049-
2016 issued in September last
year, Dominguez instructed lo-
cal treasurers to include in their.
guarterly and annual financial
reports to the DOTF all environ-
men{ and natural resources
revenues and expenditures.

Dominguez also called for a

meeting of the Mining Industry-

Coordinating Council (MICC),
which he co-chairs, to assess
the impact of the DENR direc-
tive.
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‘HIEE" fhe nation was, fixated, .
the past weeks,.on the kidnap-
1g and strangling of a Korean
isinessman by members of the .
nti-Iilegal Drugs. Group of the
hilippine National Police, right’
nside Camp Crame, a strange- and
rsplcrous ‘gvent took place at the
ommrssnon on Elections ware-
buse in Sta. Rosa, Laguna where
martmatic autornated machmes
ere stored. :
The ceiling of the Memory
onfiguration Room of the ware-
ouse -'collapsed, affecting  the
servers of the machines used dur< .
ing the May 9, 2016 national and
Ipcal 'elections. These servers
ontain sensitive ‘information—
ital data that are the subject of
lection protests by former Sena-
r - Bongbong Marcos against
ice President Leni Robredo, and
rmer. Metro Manila Develop-
ent Authority Chairman Francis
[olentino against no, 12 Liberal.
Party Senator Leila de Lima. To-
entino placed 13th.
Given the allegatlons that the
Liberal Party and the “Yellow-
1ards” conducted massive cheat-
ng in thé last poll to make' théir -
randidates win, the collapse of the:
teiling of that warehouse must be
nvestigdted.
Tolentino, inan. urgent motion

‘:l"ﬁ'm

P . )

expressed dismay that the Come-

ncident only last Jan. 16. The .
oll body asked the tribunal “

eboot,, conduct’ chagnosucs and '
hut down the servers covered

protests_to ' de-
termineXthe - ex- '
tent of damage
to the data in the

servers”. . -when:
the incident oc-
curred

- Knowing. Iull
well that there
are claims, by
Marcos and. To-
lenting. that both
the_-__Comelec

to the Senate Electoral Tribunal, .

ec informed the SET about the :

by the: election ¢ wmmmess'' ' ' words when he said that his next

" concern is the impact.on local
governments to whrch -mining

. firms pay taxes. . .
Dominguez .is. also concerned
- about the effects of Lopez s action

PO

EMILP.
JURADO

Strange and
susp|C|ous

and Smartmatlc

P ST

mach]rhe offi- -. .
c1q4_s “connived to. L__,,,,
‘make: , Robredo, S

win -over Marcos,’ and De Lima
‘over Tolentino, the 'SET and the

‘ Natlonal Bureau of Investlgatlon
- should dig deeper. :

A report to Cornelec chairman
‘Anidres Bautista on thé incident

" said technical people of the com-
- mission.'went. to .the -warehouse

and investigated.  the . incident.

" They. found out the dangerous

ccondition of the servers (and the

-. data ,they ‘contain), because the
- air-conditioning system was_not
. -working,

I am sure therg are CCTV foot-

* ages ‘of the Smartmatlc ware-
. house.

"ok ok

" When President Duterte ap-
pointed heiress’ Gma Lopez to

. the Department of Environment

and Natural Resources, tycoon
Manuel -V, Panglhnan said that
“it is llke puttmg a elephant ina
room.”

Now Lopez’ has closed 23 min-
ing . firms and .suspended five
more for allegedly violating the
law for polluting the environment

with dangerous tallmgs

" These actions on mining firms
put 67, 000 drrect Jjobs at risk with
P66.6 'biltion +worth 'of annual
production ’ expected " to be lost.
No 'less than Finance Secretary
Carlos “Sonny” Dominguez ex-
préssed concern that P16.7 billion
would be lost in taxes, my gulay!

Dominguez * dil* not. mince

on the Gross Domestic Product.

: The mining industry represents
.05 percent of the. country s total -

productlon -And most of all, the

_country Wwill lose its dominance in
- nickel exports.: The country con-

trols 20 percerit of the world mar-

“ket, with most of the mining firms
producing mckel osed.

“ The ceflmg -

Perha 5; that’s the reason why
up to- {)w, the affected mining
firms hive not been shown the
-audit: ¥ Ports This violates the
Transp ency Act. My gulay,
“opez ¢laimed, “it’s too compli-
;t:ated ? It’s comphcated because
| there was no due process, and the
. audit re _ort was-totally baseless.
President ‘Duterte should ‘in-
i'struct ‘Liopez to ‘make her audit
 report public, The mining firms
' affecte have a contract wrth gov—

teed dug process .
»almost foresee multiple |
filedJ by the affected
: "amst government. Is the
te’. administration sending

" the me sage ‘that foreign invest-

2.the mmmg industry are
not wel *ome?

‘Repr.sentatwes of the mining
industry sought a meeting with
Dominj guez togethier with the In-
teragercy Minerals Coordinat-
ing Co incil, This is to assess the
impact|of. the Liopez audit report
and like¢ ,wrse, its impact on the na-
tional € conomy

e s It’s bad
| | -enough that
N3 President Du-

terte has turned
the country into
“killing fields™ :

. co!lapsed in  |: . withbis bloody.
“the roomthat]: e e,
| housed sens;t:ve | than 7,000 have

wnformationo SR
electron prote >ts.‘~:n

b

already- « been«
killed. -
now, this audrt
report. My gu-
lay, Mister Pres-
ident, don’t you
" realize that with

Gina Lopez a$
‘ DENR secretary, your problems
' of poLerty -and Joblessness can

. onlyg tworse? ) «:f

DATE UPPER HALE
PAGE. LOWER HALF
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‘Mines grou;S hits out
at ‘unfair, illegal audit’
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- Duterte administration and “putting in limb
:$22 billion worth of investments.” - :

L.
ii/ing areas

. has faithfully paid billions in taxes andlfee_s an-

I(3_Jy Maricel V. Cruz,
abrielle H. Binaday
and Anna Leah E.
Gonzales

THE Chambetr of Mines of the
Philippines on Monday asked
President Rodrigo Duterte to re-
view the closure and suspension
orders issued by Environment
- Secretary Regina Lopez, calling
them “irresponsible, unfair and
illegal.” .

-group said.

In a statement, COMP chair-
man Art Disini said Lopez’s
decision to close 23 large-scale
operating mines and suspend five

others would hurt 1.2 million Fili- |

pinos whose livelihood depend
on legal mining and cripple local
governments that benefit from the
{axes paid by the industry.

“Her actions have finally re-
vealed her true bias: to stop all
mining in the Philippines,” the

) " Next page

156, 14001, which'

. \!j\f"‘:'*.‘:ﬂ‘ : ! .
M;lnes._.;;% L n July 1, 2016 as “an of sa iis- |
FromAL @~ Co ible mining” {5 E Tl ; : gthe

e o House, Ako Bicol, part; ep. Cabirgt Secretary and the Departmegts of
116 group also said that it was 1r0r ‘ Gabe urged Congres dseits Labog and Employment, Social Welfare and
Lopez focused on legitimate .operations; but  oversight powers to detertiine; 7's'ac- Development, Public Works and Highways,
turned a blind eye to illegal, undocumented, tionsiwere legal. L “7" and Trdde and Industry how to address the
' ngp-taxpaying and ﬁon—compliant‘mi,lflr',if_!g op-  Batocabe said that while, ppotts e~ impagt of the DENR move on jobs and LGU:.
erafions that were. “the real. violators“of [the] sponsible mining, the DENR:shiould ;enisire reve ies. A
( that its decision will not hurt the industry that . - Lal or Secretary Silvestre Bello III said that,

Fa

Aqg}ironment." S o

s Lhe chamber also accused Lopez of creating
1 unstable policy environment that threatened
the economic growth momentum under the

: the only industry in the
“country that has actually ‘replanted’ over 20
million trees nationwide in the past few years
alone, deceptively using images of active min-
as ‘evidence’ that no rehdbilitation is
‘happening...and slowly killing an industry that

M “She js attacking

respective areas.

nually.” o R

wWe respectfully appeal to the administra-
tion of President Rodrigo Duterte to thorough-
ly review the actions of the DENR secretary-

has contributed ‘significantly to the econon1y.
exercise its. oversight functions and look into.
the factual, séientific and legal bases for sucha
decision,” Batocabe said. | .
The Finance Department on Monday or- .
déred local treasurers to assess the revenue
impact the mine closures would have on their

‘Finance Secretary
said he ordered the asse
mine closures could imperil the fiscal state of
local government units in areas that Host the .
mining opérations. o '

. po!

Catlos ‘Dominguez 111
assessment because the

- legality,” the chamber said, .

designate relating to the minerals sector, and
their serious repercussions [on] the country as
a whole as they are without basis, fairness and

“Fhe chiamber noted that Ldpez's ,pfedecéSJ
sor required the mining'companies to subject
themselves to a yearlong:certification process

urers already to give us a quick-round assess- -
ment of how much is going to be lost in rev- -
enues;” Dominguez said. ~ o :

~ Preliminary data from the department’s Bu-. =14
b like this would need a response like more

rean of Local Government Finance show that
at, least 10 municipalities and one city. would |
be hurt by the DENR’s order to close down 23
mine sites, while one city and foor'municipali- .

whild §mergency employment can beprovided .
to digplaced workers, this would only'be tem-:

llc Works and Highways Secretary Mark l
' meanwhile, said he will look into addi-"

ial. projects in communities “nardest hit by
" the rhine closures so that jobs for the laid-off

workers can be provided undera proposed sup-
_plemerital budget. ‘ '

‘concerned about unemployment and
e riot having income, s0 wWe will put our

‘;ah’e' Cabinet members are obviously also

 shouflder to the wheel to address that issue

"“Qur primary.concern is the reveiues of the . first{? Dominguez said. 5 .
municipalities. That’s why we'asked the treas-  The Philippines is the world’s top sug”ﬁlier of -

nickl} ore and the main exporter to Chisia. The
order has already caused a rise in globﬂ'_pickel :

Ls and a fall in local mining shares;
don’t think [Lopez] did it arbitrarily But any-

Htific and data-driven'studies,” sai -Socio-
riomic Planning Secretary Ernesto Pérnia. /

h Macon Ramos-Araneta, AFP&,,* o

S




Statement from the Chamber

of Mines of the Phlllpplnes ::;_ERVICE

! TO thead:mmstrahonof ‘ssuance of tree- cuttmg

; President Rodrigo Du-.- permits, Environmental
1 terte, weqresl:uectfully Comphance Cerhﬁcates
i, submit that.the acts of>*"Ore. Transport Petmits
theDENRSecretary—des-h Mineral Ore Export Per-. ..
t‘.February 2 nutsandoﬂ\erDENR-con
uncifig'the suspen-.. trolled permits and; stop- Dlrectoro Matio Luji:

[ sion orclosure of certain- ~ping. future pro]ects*byh cmto ancL,J;us tearm
L numngoperghonsux}der} withholdingand :
H the guiseof - _EC@s previously 1ssued

i élnon—processmgof_,

blasaga.mstthem
as_g whole Worse, Pres

‘ hehas effecuve]yes
lished a mining moyatori= . -y
un- in the Phxhpp._;nes,
‘rampling on the Phili
pmeMmmgAct alawtha
. she'had sworn to dphold
andlmplementbefo

! Secretary 1gnate Has ™
{ trained”herigunis on] g!i’

+ and non-comphant mihs

real vimlatoré of envxroﬁ numngsectorposesadan,;é I

e:nt'Da man ']’day

gertoothermdustnes he, ; out; .wetheménand: vom- .
1 Une the guiserof longt[CS companies:w hoe-. en c%{tthe minerals sector |
}" “Healinig the Hurt”, she s rovidedrilling, constrict and 0ur support sexices -
¢ actually creating an evén --hon,haulmgandsluppmg, . :te tiflg
J % iy,
! bigger HURT: ' cessing companies;,” 2 bil-

L Shelscondemnmgto.' . Miafipower and trafispor-
-poverty more than 1.2 - .tation service providers; N

. ¢free
.m:]hon FmmeS whaose:
h 5

“even. those in the éduca- " ‘é& ucation‘and hea] El‘.f;er- ‘
. Creatifig commur
’ues,buﬂmngroads, _:f

~*,be seriously impactedby
¥the actions of the Sécre-

TR T

i '2.'S, 7 wﬂl fmancm]ly
‘ ‘cnppl LGUs and mme‘r- =, Other strategic irj
" ‘al-richi X ries such as energy; a
; whobeneflt&om tax pay- :petroleum are also. b&inj

[

* mients drid‘Social Devél: s‘hackledandslowlys

. opmentManagementPro-. ,Igled todeath by stoppmg_ %Emhes We:leay our

. gramsofrésponsiblemin ﬁtg_)enssuance and procesﬁ"‘”ﬁ;famﬂxesan&}vorkm eas
! ctedb therest, the

~ ingcomipandes; . - orcancehngofao.sh.ngi,- -H
- 3ygbhe is creatmg an : _orunental Confp,
- unstable,policy- { ;
ment resulhng*m threal
- ening. ,@q .economic
growmmommtumunder- Ties to. sub]ect them: [ 2
the Duterte Administrats estoayearlong’cerh = "Ib us, tlus aot)isst a
: hon and*plittingin limbo: \mﬁcatiénprocessunderﬂtew"slogan This is out.¢ flec—
22 biilion (P1.1 Tril-+ internaticnal standards - oE

_.}' ; ortl}%?f mvest— - '8 180 14001, which she

d the nﬁniugﬁc;om

e o “herself described onJuly * ‘erals and environm ml -
is aita"éking the . '1, 2016 as “another way. . policiestobehandledyith :
onlyin dustry hecoun- = of saymg responsible. . téchnical competencdand
"Mty that has y t&- mining.” Butwhen faced - sensitivity to thecom lex-

.

: .plantedd‘qq.erzo LION  with the fact that almost:. " ities of the issues. |+

: TREES nafiogwide in the . all of our member com= - . -We respectfully ap—

- past few-y malqne, de- fpames nmungoperahqons .pealtotheadministration
i cephvelyusmgmages of - met the standards™ands. . of President Rodrigo/Du-

. active dreasias“év- - received mecertlhcahon '-'tertetotlwroughlyre rlew
zdence”thatnorehabﬂxta-' “of ISO 14001, she theactions of the DE
honmhapyenm ,;lau.nched her own 4-day - Secretary-designaters
- Shelsslogv,lykﬂhng.'-. audit 'and packed the mgtothemmerals: 4
v anmdush'mtluthasfalm-',,audlt teams with anti- ]
[ fully paid| cmslntaxes' mining NGOs. That she st
: “ e usés the results of this Aawholeasthey are
ssecond audit rather than' - out: bagis;, fairness &
theresults of the ISOstan- * legality. .
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From Page |

The fall atatement ing to

“than 1;

reads: To, the adminis-

tration of President Ro-
: dngo Duterte, we Te-
‘Bpectfu.lly subnnt ‘that
" the “dcts. of:the . DENR
Secretary- -desighate last
- February, 2 announcing
.. the suspension or clg-

-“sure of eértain: mining
. dperations under the

" guise of “healing the
“hurt” were irresponsible,
, unfair and illegal.

- Her actjons. have fi--
ﬂnally revedled . her true

- bias: fo stopall mining in
the Pluhppmes -

‘What is 1romc is the

Secretary -désignate lias

. trained her guns-on the.
leg1t1mate operations, "

" while turhing a blind eye

-to unpermitted, undocu-
‘ mented non-taxpaymg ‘
nand non—compha.nt min-

ihg operations who are
:the real violators of en-
Wronment

"“Under the guise:of M)
_ “Healmg ithe: Hurt”, she
.18 acf:u‘ally creatmg an

‘ even blgger‘ HURT: - .
- She is. condemn-
poverty more

; depend 0n- legltzmate,

- Iegal, permitted mining;
2. She will financial- .
,ly cripple LGUs and -

_mineral-rich rural com: |
-munities. who,_ benefit -
“from tax payments and -
Social- Development-
Management Programs
of .responsible mlmng
companies;. .

- 8. She is. creating an
unstable ‘policy. environ-

. ment, resu.ltmg in threat-, *

ening:’ the economie
‘growth. momentum un-

der; the Duterte - Admin- g

istration. and putting in'-

“limbo US$22 billion (B1.1:
Tnlhon) worth of mvest- g

ments L

4 She 13 attackmg
,the only mdustry in the
cotintry that has actual- -
Iy replanted over 20

n-,ears alone, deceptlv”ly'

SR S L

- using images of actwe",-

2-million Filipi-."
~nos- whose livelihood

LION TREES:Rs- -

Ty

wide in the pas;

_mining areas as “evi-
.denece” that no rehsbili
tion’is happemng,

ing an ‘industry that has

“faithfully paid billions in_

taxes and fees annually. -

6. She is strangling
current operations bythe
non-lssuance of tree git:
“ting permlts Envn‘on-
‘miental Comphance Cer-f
‘h.ﬁcates, Ore Transport

Permits, Mineral Ore Ex- will be-

- port Perrmts and other
DENR-controlled perinits,’,

.and - 'stopping future ' .

_projects by mthhold_m'
“and ¢anceling BCCs pr
wously,msued and non,
‘Procesging of other. Te-"
uired. permits. ¢

“The . Secretary-dasig- -
‘nate has eﬁ'ectwely es-
“tablished a mining moras
torium in the Philippines, -

tramplmg on the Pthp-.
-pine Mining Act, a'law
that she had sworn - to

5. She is slowly Jill- .

uphold and. uupleif' -
N _heforei‘the Premde_ 3
“thie Philippites;

< Beyond - the m.1'
'compames, the Se CT

mpanies .who provide.
dnllmg, ‘construction;-
haulmg and. ship 'hg,
processmg ‘companies
manb‘bv'fr‘éi' arid transfios
tatmn\ Bervice’ providars:
eveni thoed in the edi i:a
tion and health sec’:o

seriously impe

ed by thé. actions’ of

c_ret_a_ry -desigriate, |°
h . strateglc 11
"dpstnes &uch ag energy
and’ petroleum are also’

-béing shackled and slb; oW~

ly strangled to deatb ﬁby
Stopping: the 1ssuance
.and’’ . Pprocégsing ori c
celing of\ existing En
ronmental’ Compha
‘Cértificates. !
- Her predecessor
_quired the mining c

re—
m.

thex-

‘sélvesi td a yearlong §

certification process un-

" der the international :

standards of ISO 14001, .

- “which shé herself dé- .
- - seribed on July 1, 2016:
1] another way of say-,
" ing responmble mining.”.

. .But ‘wheh faced with:

the fact that: almost all;

._‘of our member compa--

-nies’ mining operations:

,met the standards and’
‘teceived the- cert:ﬁca-j
~tion-of ISO 14001‘ ‘she,
"'launched her own 4- -day;

gudit and packed the

.audit teams with .anti-
nifing NGOs. That she;

ises-the results of this:
econd audit rather than.
‘the results of the ISO'

'standards reveal’ her]

inherent bias against;
‘the industry-as a whole. |

‘Worse, President Rodri-

- go Duterte’s appointee !

'Undersecretary and’

Concarrent MGB Direc-'

. -tor Marie Luis Jacinto

and his team are being-
ignored, They were

pames to:subject tﬁ- even banned from last:
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WAz

?antl mm.mg ”GOS )
It is now - pparent

.. the mmeral._mdustrys
. potential a8 a contnbu-

. of

love for the poor and the
© environmént. Day in and
" day out,'we; the‘men and
. women '6f ‘the, ‘minerals
“sector and*our. -fupport

: kservmes work towards ‘

“‘gos in generafrmg jobs,
‘ ‘prowdmg-ﬁ'ee education
; and health services, cre-
*ating cohithunities, build-
‘ing roads, damé and
~ bridges,’ free electnc and
- water services: In times
" of digasters;. our rescue

, teams are first’ on call

- e

even i ‘m f,he most remote

areag’ o tmde‘of ounmm— :

famihes sl work'in. ar- :
eas neglecﬁed by the rest )

peal;to ‘theé administra-

tion pf*President Rodri- L
go Dutgrte to. thorough— .
-Iy review, the actions;of '
the \DENR Secretary- -
demgnate relating tothe.
mlnerals -sector,” andj .
their'serious. repercus-, :

siona’to, the country, as

a wholé as they are
without basis, fairness

and legality.

* We, ‘espectﬁxlly ap- :
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DENR chief

Ipapatawag

; L=
sa Kamara

. Nais ipatawag sa Ka-.

mara ni Surigac del Norte -
- Rep. Robert Barbers si:
- Environment Sec. Gina.
. Lopez para pagpaliwana- '
© gin sa naging desisyon na .
ipasara ang 21 minahan sa )
! biong bansa, - R
© . Sa privilege spesch |
ni Rep. Barbers, nais din i
- hilang matukoy‘k_l._lr_lg_-,-‘
" gaano kabigat ang epek-|
tong desisyong ito ng|
- DENR at kung ano ang:
-alternatibong nailatag-ng
gobyerno, S
:Madali naman uma:|
nong sabihin na may:!
s-alternatibong hanapbis-*
> hay para sa libu-libong!
Mmawawalan ng trabaho
kapag nagsara ang mga:
minahan subalit ibang:
Usapan umano ang akiwal
na progama. Lo

; Nagbabala rin s Bar-’

. bers na kung marami-ang
maghihirap dahil sa- big- :
laang pagsasara ng*mga
minahan ay baka. lalong :

. lumala ang insurgency sa

- mga-kanayunan, ST

] Ang biglaang desisyon :
umano ng DENR ay lilikha
ng mga zombie commumi-

* ties sa mga lugar ngipina- 3
sarang minahan, bagayna .
dapat agapan ng pamaha-
laan. {Gemma Garcia)
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MASYADONGSINIRANG:KAGANIRARIANG KALIKASAN.

B "l'_ I . 'Ji:k -
w nagmimina at kifigm .ang hansa-s5arm Agm
A SlG T .-T!COngre‘ssmanh?x; fuﬁﬁ dla(i‘-f;?a& ';Paapaagni%géltlﬁssakiﬁgBangénf'}i" A afn ekonomiyaatanoanginabotng |
Ric Valmonte | -fing pangunahin nlerg dehilén | magamit 2t paldncbangan . ‘lanilang ulong saikabubutngbuhay. |
e Airaw T : %? ; “Ig mamamayan sa pangkalahatan. " !
2’ . Sa kabilang dako, anE makikita |

naﬁna,yglﬁaguﬁbangka und

”

% ibi, hango. sa mga el;i;déh_siy'a,_“f
ung-ano ang naitutulong nila’sa |

TPINASARA ni DENR Secrel ary. . minahan? Maramiyaw mawawalan: Upangang 1 1.

[IC);IiIifﬁ.o' ez ang 21 uﬁnahant?g ngtrabaho. . v oo bansa, ay. mapaunlad.at rcrl1alam

bansa, Bukod kina House Spéaker . Ganito rin ang katwiran ng ng mga naninjrahan 1to, Kot D e mea ito at Ka;ﬁag"l

Pantaleorr Alvarez, Bayan Patty-list mga yumayaman sa:jueteng. palngl'!!fdta!gf'-"]"“_"gkaﬁ?slgan_aar).i N . bKK'TaIuhosar{ ulagn;  nadansdba |

Rep. Isagani Zarate, sinupoxtahan . Nakatutulong daw itosagobyerno ~ Pero, .ang ‘tanging. Kapatagan ang raglalaldhang.. .

f Pﬁng:llong Digong.ang ginawa : --sa pagbibigay ngtiabaho sa; ating lpm%m:ﬁlﬂ%ﬂ;%a?ﬁmg | fapaiagan ang S '
; P g T . AVAN. ERE vl ay . ik : ngay.:.

" Avglayuninkungbakitbinukan  nila Saimga residente, Wola siags

blibna miga pook |

. Sundan sé'?aﬁma‘
_Umalma ang grupo ng mga" - -‘ L

Masyad'ong,sinira...
“Mula sa pahina 7 -

.

bato. Rumara aibaba ang tubig na nagdudulot!
ng pagbaha sagi'sair;igrhan ng n:éamérﬁayan.%{éképql' .

‘na putik ang nanggagaling sa kabundukari na: '
sumisira sa taniman at sakahan. Pagguho ng!

- lupa ang laging nangyayari na pumapatay sa - -
mEa dukhang ang gilid ng bundok ang tanging
nakikitang matitirahan. - ‘

Ganito rin ang itsura ng lugar kapag iniwan _
na nila ito dahil fubusan na nj%ang nakuha ang
mina rito, Nakatiwangwang ito sa halip na ayusin -
at tamnan muli‘ng mga puno upang ~bumalik ;

Cang daﬁnﬁ)ka]a ayan nito. Kaya, tama si DENR :

- Secretary Lopez. ung saan ang minahan, naroroon -
. ang kahirapan. Wala ka namang makitahg lugar .

: ha minimina at namina na gumanda athumuti ang °

-buhay ng mamamayan sa paligid nito. Masyado
nang sinira ng Kaganiran ang ating bansa, ¢ |
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Pacpaco'-- .
THE presxdent f thie
Party
(PLC) yesterday .urged

Congress to exercise its
oversight powers to de- -
‘ termine the bases of-the

orderissued by Environ-
-ment Secretary Gina Lo~
‘pez closmg.'zs mmmg‘
firms and suspending
five others for alleged
violation&Soenvi

oicol Rep! Rodel
Batocamc premiien'f

salcl lawmakers ghotildy

tsove.rsnghtfum
hons, e ing the g
downoR: the n X
dustry- may affécty
country’s economy

“We have tofevaluat
and review cafeful]
- deed there are suffici
legalbases forthe rulmg,
said Batocabe, -

While he is for resPOn-
siblemining, Batocabesaid
the Department of: Emn—

By Hyan Ponce

List Coalition -

romﬁent and Na't.ural Re-

- sources (DENR)!should

ensure that their decision

- would.not:affedt the in-

dustry -which his been
helping hu ely.to propel
the coimtry’s'ecoriomy.
”Cong;ess should ex-
ercise its oversight func-
tionsand lookinto the fac-
tual, scientific ‘and legal

‘bases forisuch dec1s:on,"

Batocabe added.
Earlier,.Surigao del

. Norte Rep. ‘Robert Ace
- - Barbers accused-the con-

troversial formier execu-
tive of the DENR, who
was dxsnussecl from his

% post by Presiderit Rodri-
Z¥go “Rody” Duterte, of al-

legedly -favoring some
mining firms which may
havenotbeenmcludedfor
closure and suspension
for supposed:violation of

47 environmentallaws.

Barbers said he was in

’compete disbeligfthat En-

. vironmentSecrétaiy Lopez
tasked former DENR Un-

dersecretary[eo]asareno,

f i -atmg all pertinent
bButmining, includ-
' Mineral Produc- .
ng. Agreement
jk\t‘hat the mining
edthh‘the gov— -

;jmining fiim was -
; the government ,
ormivthe” firm

DENIithatanaged‘mlm
tionis;of variousienviron: -
mental h S W, p}‘elbclom- _
mitted
Suﬁ'?'g'go i‘;del ‘Sur’liep :
Prospéto -sButch; Pichay -
had alread; sough;gcon—-." joir
gressmn mvestlg :
intg the Fulingifor
suppos ywolahﬁ'g’ -
vnronfnental' 1aws forjbe
mg”iﬁegalan arbltra.ry .
He reitérated that{the;l"
decisioriof Lopezwillcost
the nationial government .
billions#0f pesos’‘in'lest
yearly, addmg '
that.ati ast 10 000 dn‘e,ct

.'-thms;t Wwere com--

e ’co allow the ﬁrms

Hisdis- - .
trict aI ne w:.ll be’ "dns— -
placed e

Piehay: accused‘Lopez

& ﬁrms  one year to-
tissué with the
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By Bernﬁdette E
- Tamayo

SENATE Minority Lead-
‘ erRalph Recto has arged
the. government to nse
part of its;P6,93;billion - i}
tree-plmhngbudgetﬂus
year in helpmg workers _
displaced by, its: ozder to.
close 23 n‘i g 3

. (N
of the: Department of F
4V1ronment and Na

"o

Ast sglutdo loomn fthere Should be a pro-

Recto urged»Malacaﬁang ﬁr F80 stgl: P lan, to
el

. 1sp1aced
to form, an, ,‘,SY” ~workers Kung. :mg

20
“yanay 5 OOOPmo js gal-
ing Saudi‘ng:

trgbaho s

 affected mine workers, he
said. “It can be part of a
larger ‘safetynet:that will
cushjon the economic dis-
location of tens of'th
sands of workers in

B e = L
sector.” \>ii.,.in vouchezsfor

College tuition
Mine owners have
% children offmine-d;
warned that thé DENR's dents, andslat'smgovem

closureordérmllaffectlz f ‘- 5P willhire2 ;
million workers inthd fnag: Tor S mfr sragilre ”'}“en , ﬁ ; ; |
dustrybutaMmesand N Rt Pacta T o s ,
Geoscnem&sBEeau(MGB)
latestreporto maﬂypegs
a lowerngmber at219 L000.
“Bottom]me is that

planteg

becauseunderﬂ'nemles of
« thiir: exploﬁa&@_thg re-

: "ontz that from 2010 to 2015 -
Ghsorb, ‘e NGP had planted 132,

G H:E‘ " *@l\on seedlings, at a cost

N 23; of P32 billion.
NR'reported > The Commission on 21 percent.

— e ——

S SERVICE
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Mawawalan ng trabaho sa

' minahan, aayudahan ng Dol.E-

. Nagsasagawa ng monitoring  employment mula 10 hanglgang 30
ang Department of Labor and araw. ' i
Employment (DoLE) sa inaasahang Ipindg-utos noong nakaraang
‘malawakang kawalan ng trabaho linggo ni DENR Secretary Gina
kasunod ng nakatakdang pagsasara Lopez ang pagpapasara sa 23 large-
5a 23 minahan. . scale mining firm sa kabiguang
‘Sinabi ni Dol.E-Bureau of Local makatupad sa mandatory safety
Employment (BLE) DirectorDominigue  standards. R R
Tutay na makikipag-ugnayan sila Kinondena ng industriya ng
sa Department of Environment minahan ang nasabing desisyon ni
and- Natural' Resources (DENR) Lopez na hindi umano sumailalim
upang ‘magkaloob ng alternatibong  sa proseso at maaaring magbunsod
kabuhayan at pagkakakitaan sa mga  ng pagkawalang trabahonghasa1.2
maaapekivhang manggagawa, - milyong manggagawa. '
-, "Qurregional offices do coordinate Ighﬁitnamannibopeznz*maaari
+ with the mining firms and workers siyang magkaloob ng alternatibong
. telative to-closure if any...and provide kabuhayan sa mga maaapektuhang
| themwith thenecessary assistance,” sabi manggagawa sa susunod na 18
niTutay. "Wearemonitoring thesituation ~ buwan dahil gagawin niyang
if ever there will be a displacement... ecotourismsites ang mga ipinasarang
our TUPAD (Tulong Pan kabuhayan —minahan, = 7 Do
sa Ating Disadvantagedﬁ Displaced) “Give'me a year and h half,
- and livelihood programs are ready 0 maximum two years. They've (mga
. accommodate them.” Sl . minahan) been there for 77 years. A
Alinsunod sa TUPAD, bibigyan  green €conomy can create more jobs
ang mga benepisyaryo ng emergency  than the mining could ever (c1;_eate),”

paniniyak fi-Lopez, !

Kabilang sa mga:ipinasara
ng kalihim ang Aam-PhilNatural
Resources Exploration and
Development Corp,, Kromineé Inc,,
SinoSteel Philippines H.Y. Mining
Corp., Oriental. Synergy Mining
Corp., Wellex Mining Corp,,|Libijo
Mining Corp., at Oriental Vision,

Mining Philippines Corporation,
Samuel P. Medenilia
at Rommel P. Tabbad
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sA m.sm NG mmn'n

. BINANATAN ni Surigao del Sur Hep Prospem Butch‘ Pu:ha!(sl Department '
| Envirgnment and: Natural Resdurcés Secretary. Gina Lopez dahil sa
pabigla-biglang, pagialabasinﬂ ng;ka_uiusan na ipasara ang may 23 mina-

han nang hindi munaipir fraabuti kung ano ang magigmg resulta

jan ntya kanyang alegasyon _
'ga smasabl niyang kompanya

i g miga ito
Ayon sa kallhim;n NH pmapatay raw ang mga llog at hnatabunan
" ng mga latak angtmga‘kabuklran ng mga lresponsableng rga mining
company at naaapekiuhan daw ang pinagkukunan ng lkabubuhay ng mga
ng

"Bukod pa rob raming iresponsab!eng mmahan ang; sum|5|ra sa
- maga kapaligiran ¢ dahllﬁmnuhukay a btnubulas ng mga flo: ang miga bundok
nang walang’ pakundangan at walang pakialam ang mga 1to kung ma-
wasak man ang mga bundok- -
Naglabas ng example siLopez'sa kabundukan ng Compostela Valley
atlang bahagi ng Davao Oriental.
Pero sa pag-aaral kung sakaling malpasara ng. nasablng kallhlm ang
23 minahan 2y may’ ,!;I:gong.pamllya ¢ daang Ilbong katapang posibleng
magugutom dahi sa bara-barang desisyon naito i Lopez nang hindi muna
- komunsulta sa mga kesamahan niya sa DENR.-
Bukod pa Fodri ay-may-naunanang 10 minahan ang 1plnag -utos ni
Lopez na magsara: kasabay ng pagsususpmde naman-sa 20 iba pang.
" minahan na hinihin Iang nakasuswa raw ng watershead areas sa lugar ng
miahan.
- ‘Hinigiftion | pa ni Ptchay si Lopez na mangyan:‘ay blsnahm mya ang
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A Supertyphoon Yolind& (ntethational
codenameHaiyan)in2013awakened.
F]]Ipmos andtheworldtothe consequence of
injAction and dmsweness on dnnate charige.
Sedentmlhon individials were affected by -
dlsaster, more than five mllhon jobs: werb
lostand more than fourmﬂltonpeop’]e were
- ‘displiced. ‘Billions of pesbs ‘Were needed
! fét thedical aid and rebulldmg efforts ‘and.
' Jeath counts siinbearable'even 'fofa country
[’ws1ted Emnually by 20° ‘§¢0rms! All these
i poinited fo'the stark truththat otir planet
it underthreat REEE LA TP
vt Thi it *year"the Phlhppmes topped
"'the- Global Climate Risk Index’s list of
”countrles rno§t vulnérable’té weather—
'related d:sasters Thé storihs aftermath
‘t'pevéaled more compleX’ ‘tehlities, borne ofl
- idisdgters? Blocked roads and bndges Hinit -
ke Getess t tofood rations fPom outside; "
shpphesH.lppedandhungerrosemaffé'éted
mmunmes Chﬂdrens roupssharefears:
W for the well-Bsing of thioséleft’ ""han by
the storih'and hvmg in" relocatlon 31tes S
" Thet country seconomiwas notspared

et
SUREALEA TR
ITHE scale of destructlon aal sed b
L ’§

‘Yolanda npped power - hnes"'from as fair :

IR

Agnon AGAINST CLIMATE c

JNatur'al "Resources, details’ the .'dwmdhng‘ lr-

grld agrlcultural and serv1ce-or1ented_
iniduistries were paralyzedi o2 rrfo"fitﬁsi"
Theé Nat1onal Economic De‘x;Jopme 1t
Authonty reglstered 1nﬂatlo
povertymadence wh:chsetpovertyleve “ 8.
at47; 3percent in Leyte. {(’Dq \ f"’f 5 3"‘& u ¥ tits
: tGeography has always. plit*a ‘known. 1
risKori the country. Its armw
Jeaves paréels of land open g1k tﬁeﬁattenngd
of: strohg«currents but &' mbre"worrying'|
phenoriéhon has risen sin¢é.'Thé Phlhpplne |
Exposure'Map on Chmate'Chahge, draft"d’ Hr g

N

sourceé“’ f water for the upper reg:ons, thle l‘l o

the combmed threat of "extreme heat and”

rlsmgsealevels S i !"

Ak To m1t1gate the’ rlsks'that"rfome)mth -

5 agree ent, andits effectmtyandscope_ S
ratés-ad «» o stﬂlo Ehetable Thecommltmenttoﬁdu_, o

‘high a4 6-percentanda 1. 6-percent—rlse :
}il} v:tal rfasf,“ Ue chmate ]uSthE.

agams cart

'-""'forhu‘

.tturé‘thatlooms on the honzon ‘Manf::

spac e\for ‘bike lanes.” Even- indiistial

“to c1 anerJ tnore earth—fnendly bmldﬁ'{ﬁs, ’!

S multlsectoral a]]:ance e_n}oms more Fl]Ipll’)OS P
*inimn 11:3 cause for the envn'onment

ate Change Conference in Paris is

P
R schedule to-take effect this November,

ea.g\smce the discussion'on the Paris

bezﬁgco tested,bu

2016 hoon Vlctlms flled A ‘case
01! emltters, a landmar case -
3. o

nghts related to the clithatedn
eople‘are takmg actioris, Yéfusing th

i dojtherrainstrean; dlscoui's }%In] ,{

A

ploring transportation- optiong; fik
2 A

’ ]mg and demanding cities to resé

_,s are‘reﬂectmg this pred1spds1tmn ]

v
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, racing in Lake Mahagnao Y
i Members from the Mamanwa tribe

0PFEB LT
THRIET e
TUPAGE” i OWER

TIATIVES Strviey

5 the Second MahagnaeVolcanoNaturaI =0

Iners:other pro B
in Vlsayas and Mmdanao, and kayak

durmg the festival, Slhbaluca added.'

- Thesevent attracted-more; than.

b 1,00 ,partlcxpants from Mahagnao and
nearbymﬂages employees and ofﬁ(:lals{
from the regional DENR concerned!

i vegnpent agencles.and mumclpal

mBuauena]soperformednatwedan pes| - fre

e )
a chance\to show off local dehcac1es,,
agnculturalproducts mdlgenousfoods I.‘

. Momhers
of the -

-arid produce in seve‘n\_

] rte Governor Leopoldo Domlmco
t sald Mahagnao park is one of:

Jular tounst destmatlons in the]
; .e. o

' “ystem (NIPAS).

X tabhshedm 1937, the 635-hecta1‘el

i"‘a\o Volcano Natonal Park was’

med" Maha_gnao Volcano Natural
iniFebrisary 3, 1998 under the '

s Natmnal Integrated Protected iy

T
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By Dexter A, See .

TOGON Benguet—*Water samples from three fivers affected_

mine have passed t_he‘_,_standards of the Env1ronmenta

by the tarllngs leak of Benguet Corp.’s shuttered Ant{)mok

contamed the company sa1d

" The samp]mg was part of an mdependent
study jointly commissioned by Benguet Corp.
and the EMB to validate the contamination of
the Ambalariga, Liang and Agno river systemns
from the accidental leak of' the underground
Antamok mine’s tailings lmpoundment area
last October, caused by heavy rains trrggered
by Super Typhoon “Lawin.” -
| One of the large scale mlmng conmpa-
nies operating inthe province, Benguet
1 Corp.'traces its operaitons back to 1903, Its
Antamok underground mine stopped oper-
ating in- 1989, and its open-pit’ eounterpart
last operated in 1998. :
BC management submitted to the Cordil-
lera EMB office the results of the independ-
" ent thlrd-party laboratory - analysis ‘of the
water sampling made by CRL: Laboratorics
along different areas of the affected rivers.
-CRL, an accredited laboratory of the
EMB, reported the samples taken from the

various water sampling stations’ were below

the limits’ set by the Department of Ean on-
' mienif 2nd Natural Resources.

Among the water sampling stations sub-
jected to assessment and evaluation included
the Asin Dalupirip; Depey, Tinongdan; Ba-
loy, Tinongdan; Apechay, Poblacion; Ape-
chay-Ambalangan. convergence; Colbath,
Balisong; Laing penstock; and Lrang Dam.

Tests conducted on the water samples included
shimadzu analytical methods, atgmic absorption

‘ spectmphotomen'y,and standardmethods forthe

en

Istrati"‘ .deparlment head said e ‘company’s
cleanup long the stretéh of the: ang river.and
rJan. 7. They
tto_the EMB-CAR and e regional of-

their intinspection tovahdate su h report. _
Law:lao said the ‘ﬁnal dec sron on the

tion Adjudlcatlon Board, thus é _rher reports
on Benguet facing mlllrons of i
“are-considered premature.” ;£
Sincé the accidental talllngsl 'ak Beng t
Corp had mobilized {olunteer: -and Jerson-
nel in a massive clean ip of the: ‘1ar|g River.
This “iliustrated their desu'e fo perfom the

needed measures to prevent ih Starlous Jiv-

er systems. from being’ couta 'mated ¢ the
comparny. said in‘a statement..
““We remain comnntted tol

affected by the accidental taili ‘gs leak. ‘We
believe we, were ablé 13- comg Ly ‘with the ‘
mandates of the law to ensure th at the rwer

expected to come out with the"'"'owx;rﬁﬁnd-
ings and recomn}en trons ‘o, ,_e’tj‘a%smrt-
ted to the PAB/for ﬁn ad_]udle tron"‘-« :
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_year after the agency shut

, retary Gina Lopez,”

—_—

Firm seeks reopening
of coal storage

COAL storage facility operator Rock En-
ergy International Corp, has asked the
Department of Enviranment and Natural
Resources (DENR) to decide on its fate a
down the op-
erations of its Stockyard in Manila due to
alleged environmentat issues,

requirements the agency for it to resume
operations but a year has passed and the
DENR has yet to render a decision, '

The facility was the subject of complaints
by residents who claimed coal dust from
the facility cause health hazards. -

The DENR in 2015 slapped the firm
with a cease and desist order (CDO) which
suspended its environmental compliance
certificate (BCC) for the facility.,

The facility can store up to 50,000 metric
tons of coal,

“Delaying an action is harassient.., But
WC want to avoid legal action so dialogue
is a solution and we really want to seek a
dialogue with the new environment sec-
said Ricardo Veloso,
Rock Energy Chairman. S

Veloso said the coinpany has installed
pollution control
control units to mitigate the spread of dust,
portable and fixed water sprayers, silting
pond and drainage system toprevent flood-
ing, wire mesh wind barrier and an 8 meter

~ high perimeter fence around the stockyard.

Mona de Leon, chief finance officer of
Rock Energy also clarified the company
is not a mining firm but is an opérator of
a storage facility for coal which it delivers
Lo various cement manufacturers in the
country among other customers,

Rock Energy noted the resumption of

its operations is vital since on average, ce- :
ment firms only spend P5 million monthly B
- using coal compared to P12 million when S

. using oil fizel in running their plans.

“We only
(coal), our clients are
them for varigus usages,” Veloso said,

—

devices such as dust

store the virgin materials @
the ones utilizing - .

— :
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Recto ofn**'Monday urged °
Malacanang to@?fw orm an inter-
agency group,_that wrll seek

‘ways and means” on how.to help dis-

: placed mine workers ‘ :

-In a statement, Recto. also sald that

‘the governmerit should use-part of its

multi- bdhon-peso tree-=p antmg budget

this year in helping wot ers displaced
by its order to close 23 mlnes

. He said that t.he P6 93 billion fund

~-of-theé Department of Enwronment

' and Natiral Resources'(DENR) for its

National Greemng Program (N GP5 this
Yrear eould aid mine workers who will
lose theirjobs due b‘? DENR’s wholesale

: ‘revocatlon of mlmngtp ; ts-\ K

A portlon of the NGP he sa1d

.

‘ v . mine workers RS "5‘
enate Mmorlty Leader Ralph 5'

+“It ean be part of a'larger‘safety |
,net' that will cusluo the ecdnomic
d:sfocatmn of tens of:thousands of _
! workers in this se or » sald the
“senafor. : CE S,
+-, “Rich mine owners won’t feeI the
pmch They have made a stockpile of
money It is the people on the ground -

who w:ll bear the full brunt of-the clo-. e

.sure of their workplaces ” he added.
-Launched in 2010; the NGP is an
, amb1t1ous multlyear prOJect; to re-;,
green ‘denuded and despolled forest; -
lands, mcludmg coastal mangrove
- areas.’
e It-""s being 1mplemented through

ety of schemes whlch mclude ‘

ents and enwronment

'.'1;'5.' !w

local 'over
Eroups
g C ntract cost per hectare was'

“ P23,7 8 in"2015 and P26,278 in 2016
according to Recto, 3

; fthen aurged DENR, to 1nv1te
mme ,orkers to:participate in the
project as “reforestation .contractors’

. and thenretain them later as stewards
of the places: they have regreened »!
o any -of them know about and
have had experience in maintaining .
- nursery.sites and tree plantmg And
‘besidds, planting trees is not rocket .
- scien e” he said. S

jle who will do the plantmg,”‘

2 :
C ""to non- government orgamza-“ “Recto added , L 4T
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Loggedout -~ |
SRR ) , Y ] oLk T
'typhoon resulted in the deaths of nearly 8,000 people in Ormog *
City, Leyte. The Ormioc tragedy, as it became known, was largely

blamed on logging and deforestation. Calls for a total logging ban.
rang loud in the halls of Congress and Malgcafiang then, {.~

IN 1991 massive flopding afid landslides brought onby a strong i 4

~%

roraand Niieva Ecija after aseries of storms. Blamewas again.cast.on logg s
wha have stripped forests bare and turned lowland villages into death trags.

Politicians talked all over agaiii of enforcing a'total logging ban. |
*'What do they say about people who do not learn the lessons of history?

o . . s . Lo e, W ) R ' .
. 'In 2004 hundreds of pédple died in floods and laridslides in Quezon,‘?:i[-
s.

‘They are doorned to repeat them. So, here we arg again. = = . . .
Expressing his anger over the unabated logging that reportedly s also to
‘blame for the massive flaods that recently claimed lives and destroyed prop-
ertiesin Northern Mindanao, President Duterte reportedly told Environment
Secretary ReginaPaz L. Lopez during a Climate Change Commission meetin g
_ lastweek to “stop all logging operations with no exemptions”. A B
+ The President ordered the departments of Environment and Natural Re-
-sources, Agriculture and of the Interior and Local Government to form a.com-
‘miftee to create the implementing rules of a nationwide loggingban, = -
* . .. We will not tire from saying this, shouting it from the rooftops. even
Skewed public policies can lead to the creation of disasters. It is not just cli
mate change and the weathier. We have suffered ond tragedy after another:
aresult of rampant logging'and, yet, what have we doné to prevent the next
- Administrations have responded in a reactive manner that did hothing t
prevent futther disasters. AR S ETU
Lessons should have been learned after what happened in Leyte, Aurora, |
Quezon, Nueva Ecija and many other provinces. Floods and landslides arq_nc:t '

D,
RS B - RN s

just natural, but man-madg, disasters. They are rooted inpoverty, corruptior

. and envifonmentilabuse. Fét'as long as we do nothing to significantly reduce

these problems then we would keep repeating the tragic mistakes of history

So another total or partiallogging ban by anoth_er‘agImFipjst;atjon.,is.nowdrlL': :

the works. Overitwo decades’ago, during public hearingsin the Senate, then;
Sen. Orly Mercado noted that there's hardly any difference betieen illegal -

loggers and legalloggers, He said the only diffetence is that the so-called lega] -

* loggers have the political cloyt to get timber license agreements....i. ., - . |

- Indeed, for years environment groups have blamed legal logging for the

denudatiori of Philippine forests. They say logging ¢ompanies have used their)

legally allocated cutting permits to illegally accesslogs in draas outside thie of

ficial limits of their permits. - '
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SAMN . FRANCISCO AGUSAN
| DEL: ..SUR—nA watershed has

c‘?l:ng to alocal forest expert.-
4 ~.Bomfacro Narca, forester of

ak 1i root in ‘the' area, pre{fen 3
mg‘fandshdes said Narca.
v TELE\ trees he satd were

protected this town from mas- ?
sive floods that swept the en- :
| ire province last month,: ag- -.soil {soil that forms. into.pillars

;Sam'Francrsco Water Dtstnct*“‘“‘"""Dunng mspectl nﬁm"2014,
ey s

spaced up to elght meters apart'

and"’:are dlpterocarps -and
"deep-rooted species.” . They
helped “hold loose: pnsmatlc

or columns) in that part of the
mountam ’ Narca sa;d

'ﬂ i .g;racks that
Jands Ildes’o

be
) lylo gers but also help _gclear
. waterways of |tre " bre

ches

and rocks ,'

Elmer Luzon, SFWB general
mandger, said the. momtormg
of the. Magdlwatapwatershed
which had béen proclauned by
Malacanang as a permanent|;
watershed is partof the ut111ty

"_ner agamst

a0 dshdes because
e M

ik and Agusan River; supposedty the ‘I‘
1catchbasm of floodwaters. g

.town, the hardest hit by the °
~iflooding, supported the theory, . .
i“that the floodwaters were are-
»;.sult of Pantaron’s 1uab1hty to
erve asd barfiet. o
‘Elsewhere in the province; .
anti-illegal logging tas
ce: announced the seizure of )

ﬂgao del Sur'province. ,
The antlforest poaching op-7-

.. Many residents of La Paz .
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Dnrnagat ranger
patrol Bulacan'sforests like
‘ Sportmg sunple too ah,

‘mountain range agains 1He
“kaingin farmers and ¢
Witk little gear 3
‘atough 1, but they £

from,the World W1cIe Fund

:screens across the Ph1hpp1n€s‘ Asfotal of 52
;Iamps’were made.avallabl‘ ’
toangment thejr capacity to patrofat night,

while allowing them to charge their moblle :

1ncreasmg the range of foot‘patrol
| +“Our ‘LED There be
1llum1nates drstant commumt

of carbide Ifmps, AVolutaon Pigside
General Manager Lani Kimber -‘ampos
explams "AVolution also=g’ave 200n¢solar
Iamps tofarmersin Barangay T1mgu1ban
Gumaca, Quezon Provi ) ;
Ip% Watershed, ltog th

Angat and Umlray watersheds suppcly 98
percent: the water'con umed b
ed northeast, of thie sprawhn
Metropoll, i ,11;'. covers' 7,161 hecta s in"
the town of- Norzagaray and San«Jo
Monte Clty in 'Bulacan, pIus_the to
Rodnguez 1nR1za1 ;

gl ?ﬂy, 'ﬂh i
full lrei:rea
proclamatli_"_ _
lof angestral domai
for the Dur agal tri

w .of

On January 10 the watershed’s srange s
- received solar lamps anid

to the?rang’ers_::‘ o

‘phones and other communications gear, -
i .
'ght'l itiative . -

helps logals do the}r jobr mthout relﬁﬁé on -
dange‘rous, d1rty and expensrve‘kerosene o

: Foundatlon, irecently joined the: fra
© part ofia larger 1n1t1at1ve

_ Ph111pp1nes :Project. Manager Paol

 plan;for 2
“body.For. a11‘ mrcrowat

. waste: inariagement; confiee”

otest recovery Slmply it
g"beyond tree—plantrng‘~

perce t""n recent years. The government

_and -gron _ps, like the UP Moun 163
have he 'j'mn h'elpmg locals prot
watershed v K
WWF and its allies, wh1 1
Banco’-,de‘_‘Oro Samsung’ andg

d'thé rangers weére wsﬂ:;ly“""r
t ‘their new solar lam &

“The, deployment of solar lam

east of Ipo Dam, already“**’

the entire watershed,” explains Wh ngm farmers. Condltlonsh“

Pagaduan who formerl
watershed conservatlon pr
Rizal.“We'

a sustamable' watershed?‘ra':anageme t

_;':Io'n’t"d ,'"'t' 13 ]ustformoney We are [the]'ﬁ
~Dumag t-L-wélwere born in the forest ‘and
- Weare ]ust protecting our’homes.”
- Thr; ,‘ug{h the'efforts of the. aptly
anamed ‘Bayam plus the rést of ‘the

P 'tectmg the' Ipo Watershed,
amlas 12 million residents cani
]j ‘f*k“'\_"'omng there mll alwaysbe
Wink. -

Tl

groundwater recharge mir§
and, sﬂfa on; tnitigate pollutron throu

Y -
“rég
rings and the evaluation

ons, and replant denude

4
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Edidori) o
Lagged  out

: Pori

- would already be_si_rpilagi,:_g a total -
Alsg, for alot of Reople in upland communities, |
feed their. fafg;‘_lies. Soany Ppolicy solution must_

logging ban; :

e environment, our _i_;'o%gs;:é,f_“ih .. The g
has been thedast to ac'f'oﬁ-ifatppant logging anid"our
«  heglect dearly with tHeir liveg: - A

NN LN [
et e

: poor implgm;ent‘ati@ﬁ Of presé:it}
nt laws can only be strictly implemented, the i

v

‘. . o
I

ingtotal

e past,

--.“.--—-...—.-._.._...u.--.....—-.. -
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I ded nd saved
A'woiinded Southern Phifippine Hawk-
‘eaglewasrecently rescued along

-~ the Sibulan Riverin D?rao del Sur by

. Bagobo Tagabawaf ) Henry Andi,
who shooed a. flock of ‘rows attacklng it.
' Mr. Andl sought help m AboltizPower
... Subsidiary:Hedcor, whl’ch  operates

In the area, which in tum facllitated
the immediate tumov uf the bird to

" the: Philippine Eagle Foundatior for

A !lreatment and rehabllltatlon o

el e

ATION AND. INITIATIVES SERVICE
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Hedcor saves anot rer haw
in Davao del Sur

A\ S |
R Sibulan River in Davao del Sur, this time by a Bagobg
D 4 Tagabawa farmer, Henry Andi, who shooed a gang: |.. ¢
" of crows attacking the eagle and sought AboitizPower = |
subsidiary Hedcor's help for its immediate turnover to the [+ °
Philippine Eagle Foundation (PEP), o st
* This isthe second eagle saved by Hedcor, after it
successfullyhelped Mabikkerr-—z Pinsket's hawk-
* eagle—in 20157 o P |
The PEF said the eagle is an adult Séuthern Philippine |-
B hawk-eagle, a family of eagle that isalready endangered’ |
~ ahd in neéd of hifmian protection. e e
. “The eagle was weak and dehydrated,” PEF biglogist o
Giovanne Tampps said. o I
. The attack injured the eagle’s left wing, and disabled it

[

%

. toflyand stand. Fortunately,
fhe Provincial Environmental

" groups have been educated th

- Hedcor, and the local residents of Barangay Sibulan, the twg’,. -
rough Hedcor's information-

through the teamwork among . .
and_Natural'Resour_ces,

education campaigns on bird protection. O
" Currently, the hawk-eagle is under the care of the,
" foundation, and is getting better. ‘ :
" “The hawk-eagle is still under observation, Its food ration |
is given with vitamins; and though the wound on its left wing
‘still needs medication, the eagle can now stind and eat on its| -
‘ - own,” Tampos said.” R [

o R

After twoweeks of bbservatiop ,
: “increased to 900-grams,
“weight is 1,500 grams.

Hedcor hopes the eagle will sooﬁ be séaring back to the .

wild, like Mabikkerr, In 2015, afte

the eagle’s weight

from 750 grams. Its average normal- |}

r 37 days of iitensive

 tare by Hedcor's wildlife veterinarian comsultant Dr. Bo

t ' Puentespina, Mabikkerr was relea
Berny Apal arid Hédeor President

i

sed by Bagobo-Tagabawa ~ [
ReneRonguillo back to the - [
. _ protected forest of Mount Apo National Park. ] i
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GOBO-TAGABAWA farmer Henri And.

Fturns over the endangered hawk -ed
pundation for proper care and medic

Catl ten.
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. ~Occupants not real parties

ininterest in annulment of lanid title
, . We have been occupying - - @
a certain portion of 6,000".’
square meters.of fand ovwned

action must. be prosecuted

S - ;partly in i:);_arest;f and .2l) the
DE AR PAO inthe nahﬂe?of the real party

T =i . in interest|:Interest within
by M X who is now residing - " PE RSIDA the meaning of the Rules of
in the United States, MIE X ACO STA Court means material inter-

' 3lloufedliq§{}iglaq&'ngalmb:gt iy sl est or an inlterést i issue to

50 fariilies,"to occupy hiy T 1 beaffectédiby thie decree o

- ttled Jand since 1970, [as¢ month, Creston ing;n_e‘n} of the case/as distipéL.i%!}led from mere
informed all the fomilies occupying'the prop-  curiosity about the question inydived. One hay-

erty 1o vacate it because e js the real owner ingno material iflteres; to protecfcannot invoke

and he presented a Trijistor Certificate of the jurisdiction ofthe court as the plaintiffin an

+ litle to prove his ownership, C O ackion When the plaintiff is notjthe real party in

o This matterwas brought before the baran- interest, the case is dismissible onthe ground of
83y conciliation Proceedings, and we found lack of cauise of action, e o
outthat Creston’s title includes the Property - An action for annulment ofcertificates of

- owned by Mr: X. We do not want (o surrender  title'to property into the issug iof ownership
our possession of the jand, hence the pro- of thie land coveted by a Torrers title and the
céedings before the barangiy Bitled-We are relief geretally prayed for by the plaintiff is to
gontemplating filing a case against Creston  be declared a§'the land’s tiue-owirer: The rea] -
in'brdet i annul bis title considering thathe  pattyin interest in Such action therefore i the
encroached on.the property of Mr. X ‘Please person claiming title or owners hip adverse to

Buide us omthis matter, <o _ that of the registéred owner. ' *
g » " Brando Applying the decision and pr bvision of law
LT RS SN in your case, the action'you inténded to file will
Dear Brando, ~ . be dismissed becatise you and ¢l e families oc- |

» Civil actions fof annulmeni of title should be cupying the 16t 6f M. X are nof thé real parties
prosectited’in the'tame of the teal party ininter-  in inferest to file a civil action'te anhul the title
est. Areal party in interest has béen definedunder  of Creston, Such action must belifiitiated by
Section 2, Ridle 3 of the 1997 Revised. Rules of - Mr. X of any person that he may|authorize by
Courtas “the party who stands to be benefited or  means of d Special Power of Attd riiey, '

 injured by thejudgement in the suit, or the party Again, we find it fie¢essary to mention that
entitled o the avails of thesuit. Unless otherwise ~ this opinion s solély based-on the facts you

authorized by law or'these Rules, every action  have narrated and bﬁr_app;elci dtion of the -

must be prosecuted or defendeéd in the name of ° sarie; The opinion may vary wheén the facts

the real pa!rt'y,in interest.” ¢ | - are changed or elaborsted. |

i -Please be guided also by the'decision of the W hope that we Were able to'el irl:i‘g'ht‘en you

‘Supremé ‘Coutt in the case of Gotoet. al, vs. on the matter, IR

QA('C;.KTNQ.'15'7449, April 6, 2010; ponente, ; Co N
fqi"m’erﬁss)ét_:_ihte']us‘t‘icg Arturo Brion), where Editor’s note! Dear PAO is 4 ddily column .

ithstated: - ; of the Public Attorney’s Office) Quiestions '
. ‘THI§ Povision has two requiretitents: 1) to - for CHisF Aédsts ;‘!ﬂé‘,‘w]be?séﬁ't'iﬁ ‘dearpasg
i8Hite ol detiot; thitlaintifr Hilist Be ttiereal  manilatities et : N R




STRATEGIC COlMMUNICATION AN

102-_0

~— UPPERHALE -~

D INI Tbd

&0/7

u f?

PAGE

\ﬂVEs SER VICE

Super storms in the Ph111ppmes and -
the United States, greatfloods in China,
Indjd and: Thailand and siummer heat
waves in Austtalia and Canadain recent
years are manifestations of an alarming
trenfd.in the rise of climate-related di-
sasters. The 2010s may ‘well go.down as
the 1ecade when the trend line of these, -
everts-headed aggressively north after.
a nofticeable rise in the1r frequency since |
the 1970s. - .

lobal warming has contrlbuted 10
war: m oceans, more moisture in the
air igher sea levels, but scientists,
hav been cautious, about attributing to
climpate change a flood or storm. Even so,
papers have argued that the intensity. of -
Sup¢r 'Iyphoon I-Ialyan in the Philippines
and Hurricane Sandy in the United States
owefl-to changing climate. More recent -

wor has been even morepointed: global:. ;. -

wa is shown to have made Japan's
unusi y hot summer this year 1 5, tokl i
times iriore lkely.

Al consensus, too, is. bu11d1ng th
climpite- change has roots in human ‘a

that weather events turn into disasters
for man:made reasons. More people are
hurt| when they are exposed in harm’s
way, and when they are vulnerable and
unaljle to cope. But now we also know
that |the intensity .and frequency .of the
ds thernselves are. .greater because
1-made global warming. - .-
This ‘understanding profoundly affects
how| countries engage in disaster risk"
redution. Economic growth projections
are gontingent on, addressing: climaté
chanige. Yet few of the forecasts take into
accolint the impacts of climate change
that pre already evident, or the massive
investinent and resources that will need -
to bg mobilized for climate action, Such -
foredasting is missing from the current
estimiates for global growth. of around
3.0-315 percent in 2017, and 5.5-6 percent
for Alsia and the Pacific, and 6. 5-7 percent
for the P}uhppmes

- Countries need to build in contmgency
slang ih their economic programs. Floods.
and $torms'in recent yeéars inflicted siz-".
able losseés in Australia, China, Indones1a,
south Korea, Thailand, Philippines and .

Bemg prepared for the new'?;f 1

e ByV]NODTHOMAS

_ 1mpact of rising'1 -riatural disaster,

_ ting short shrif

- stock of natw: aséets —is essentlal'for :

. We have kniown for a long time

'pomtmg the way for increased u

. temic events that néed preventive actiori. .

firture crises, carrymg out stress'tésts of .

theresilience of théirbanking systeris; I -
‘the same way,. we. now need stress
of how well cotntriés can withstai

- For economic growth to be mot :
tamable we also rieed to value all three .

‘forms of capital~— physical, humaniand :
. batural. G‘ovex:nment spending and pri- i
, vate investmerit have long been!skewed §

l:oward the’ fir, itwo forms of rcap al,
-with natural Tesource managemer get- ;
t, hatural capital+—its -

the pace and qual ; i
able land use and agricultural practxces, a
and forest and toastal management,

shasisiin Southeast :

d 5. Reducing black car-";
bon emissioris that'blight so many cities -

% like Beijing, Maniila:and New Delhi’is ,

.a case in point. Phasmg out thé use of |
polluting fossil fuels is another; India |

“and Indonesia ‘récently slashed fossil- ,
- fugel subs1d1es, which required takmg on.
"powerful interest groups Investmentsin.

solat photovéltaics:in China and Iapam
and-in onshore wind across Europe: &

‘renewable; .energy: -
The five: ¢ities most vulnerable to

‘atural hazards. are‘all in Asia: Bangkok; . g

Dhaka, Jakarta, ‘Manila, and Yangon. All|

of them aré overerowded and ingeo:.

1g1rap1*ucally fragile settings. Asia’s growth y
as been characterized by mcreasmg Lo

urbanizatiori, making it imperative that . and econoxmcl )SSE
“climate-friendly iirban management . i
‘becomes a strateﬁxc thrust. And because evenwhere the otal'spending is not as high as i’
arder by the effects of In the Philippin 165, LE
climate change than the rest of the -popu- " after heavy, monsoon‘rains in August 2012>conf
ies strongly with e ‘devastation caused by Tropical!

- Ketsaria in 2009 q&er the authorities instituted pree
" Climate! related natural disasters are tLve evacuationsianid better early warning sy
. To deliver sustained growth and welibeing, 1
o-value natur Il capxtal recognize the hum;
'm climaté chang e, ‘and take preven’nve actidn; agamst
goms beyond relief and reconstructxon to ehmate—related 5 q\alauruhes
(Thé writer is alvisiting professor at Asum Tnstith

the'poor are hit

lation, building resxhent commul
will be essential to poverty reducti

no Ionger one-oﬁ oceurrences, rathers sys-

D1saster risk]z reductlon isan mvestme‘nt

aduil appro'ach of prevention and’récov:
“ery. Japan invests seme five percent

— b S

ngh retum

its agement, Manila; \author of the newly published book Climafe
.mational budgetin disaster risk reduiction, ~Change and Nati
V'ietr am. After the financial cr1s1s, gov- - and this hasb{eenshown toreduce human Palzaes for a Susk mmble Future pubhshed by ﬁ'nnsa,

fel prevent:ve efforts are alsoi

‘e», ht
Japat
-effects of flooding.in.M:

N

il Disasters: Transforming Econigimites ayd:

_—— [V S SO 1
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~ Should developmg countries:
By Chlme Angela Mcme M Isler

THE | P.ar‘is‘ Agreement
on Climate Change is the

first legally binding deal
that aims to collectively,

reduce carbon emission
in the world.
P " This global effort will

) ."_"{g'--evéntually be - beneficial

‘to all nations, particu-
larly developing coun-

triés like Indonesia and. - ¢
* Philippines that are vul:

nerable to the d1sast1'0us

effect of the cl1srupt1ve"
. i There w1ll be longer-
of

climate patterns B
‘ Dahlya‘ '
" Greenpeace India said

- Sunil

switching to ‘ren‘ew-
~able energy, and eco-
agriculture fuels will
address air pollution,

" Moreover, focuSi_ng on
p‘ollﬁti‘on control mea-
_sures for factories and
| power plants will reduce
carbon emissions.

sions in the Paris Agree-

‘ment is financial support_

of developed countries

. to developing countries.
$100 billion w111 be

mob111zed until 2025 for

‘ ..'-.i-, L
gt

adaptation and -mitiga;

- tion projects.

:+ In addition, detreloped

._;countnes a_greed‘ to sig-

nificantly increase sup-
port for adaptatlon be-
fore 2020.., . e

Increasmg global tem- .
~Caused the

peratures

extreme weather condi-
tions and devastatmg ty-*
'-phoons thus recqgmzmgr'
the country s geograph--'

1cally Vulnerable

and drier seasons and

‘more frequent n’nd héayy,
rainfalls that will devas-

tate the citizens,
The severe weather

will have a huge im-
~pact on ‘the farmers
and fishers. It will re- -

duce and limit produc-
tion, exacerbate their

,living conditions, and :
One of the key’ provi- - '

injure the, ‘econofny..
~ The financial aid the

Ph111pp1nes will be able .
'to get from the treaty '

will not only help in mit-

igating the Greenhouse C'ple
Gases (GHG), but also "t

: ,thei' ch

’ig

to. adat to the effects of -
ate change.
Inclu tr1ahzat10n is ' of

v1ta1 1
develo mg countries.
I1s reﬂected by

1porta.nce even to

' cgatwe reaction

’qlnllppmes, unlike
developlng coun-
_mlts only a small
t of carbon.

e;fore, reducmg

count y.
But lln order to pre-
disastrous effects

3 continuous rise
1.:_temperature of




