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“The closures and suspen-
sions, if affirmed, will have far-
reaching effect, especially in
mining communities that play
hastty the e
and Ee:r %e;f;nden s, contrac
torstand mine-dependent small
businesses will-be the biggest "
losers," Sarmiento said,

“In the spirit of transparency
and due process, the PMSEA ex-
horted the DENR -to release the
results of the mining audit to clear

'"'lExPEjoy%eg i1, hey tcﬂdfqth PTRE

always, as a partner organization,

© thePMSEA isofferingits expertise

to the DENR," Sarmiento said.
Lapez, however, is not keen on
releasing the findings and recom-
mendationsof the 15 audit teams,
saying she has no obligation to do
so, unless President Duterte asks

ubdl-? hlél.s§

o Loper” *hbd the mine’

) memeulously done,

She said the closure of the hst-

ed mines would be for the greater

good, as it will prevent destruc-
tion caused by mining and protect
the community’s environment and
natural resources.

ments issued by the Chambers of
Mines of the Philippines ({COMP)
about the potential adverse impact
of the closure order to jobs and live-
lihood ence this is enforced.
COMP Chairman Artemio
Disini said 1.2 million people,
whichincludeemployees and their

*-fqmllxesawoqld be a{fesg_ecg-by phe";s, R

closare order. ©

Representmg mining indué- ¥

try's big players, COMP will ap-
peal their case to Duterte as
they called Jn the Mining In-
dustry Coordmatmg Council
(MICC) to convene and tackle the
closure order. |

On Friday Finance Secretary

anydoubtsandair of suspicions. As Lopez was reacting to- state-

— ————————

there was a government report
that mining has created 235,000
jobs all over the country, while
tourism has generated 4.7 mil-|
lion,” she added. ) ;

She said the benefits of mining’
isnot enough toallow the majority
of the people in the community to
sufferwhile mmmg companiesrake
in h‘ugé profits from the éxploita-
tion of the community’s natural
resources. :

Lopez said that within 18
months, area development will
allow communities to earn from
ecotourism and social enterprises|
throughagro-forestry and massive |
tree-planting activities.

Carlos G. Dominguez III said an
emergency employment, program
is needed to absorb workers who
will lose their jobs.

He also expressed concern over
the impact of the closure order to
local government units that heav-
ily rely on taxes from mining.

g JLqpez,told tpeBusmgsstROR
itethut, 1fdt§ﬁeprope;1y,area evelop-
mentwouldallowthelocal economy
to flourish even without mining.
She said ecotourism, for exam-
ple, has the potential to generate
more jobs and more livelihood for
the people than mining.
! “Miningis notlaborintensive.
It is capital intensive. In 2014
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“Green economy’ much better than mining — Lopez

Environment and Natural Re-
sources Secretary Gina Lopez is
optimistic that "green economy” can
provide more jobs than "destruc-
tive" mining,.

"Give me a year and a half,
maximum of two years. I will prove
that a green economy can create
more jobs than mining could ever
create," Lopez.

The DENR chief was react-
ing to claims by the Chamber of
Mines of the Philippines (COMP)
that over 1.2 million workers will
lose their jobs with the impending
closure of mining firms that failed
the industry-wide audit conducted
by the Department due to serious
environmental violations.

Contrary to COMP's assertion,
Lopez said that available govern-
ment data would show that min-
ing produced only 234,000 jobs as
against the 4.7 million jobs created
by tourism in 2014.

Although she admitted that

- mining has indeed created jobs, the

industry remains widely regarded
as having adverse effects on the
environment and communities.
Lopez insisted that sustainabie
economic development could be
achieved without destroying the
environment and causing suffering
to people, and that inclusive green

economy is way better alternative’

to mining.

Using the sustainable mtegrated
area development approach, Lopez
said the DENR would assume the
developmental role of providing
sustainable livelihood while teach-
ing environmental conservation to
affected communities.

"We will create ecological eco-

nomic zones where there is respect

for nature and value adding in re-
sources, and where people benefit
from the resources of the place,"
Lopez said.

She’said her decision to close
down 23 mining firms was consis-

tent with \her non- negotlable stance
against 1rrespon51ble mining.

"My 1ssue is not about mining,
my issue Es about social justice," she
emphamzed

Lopez had earlier made an as-
surance that affected mine workers
will not end up unemployed as they

will be used in the rehabilitation

of mine s1tes, which is one of the
cdnditions imposed on erring min-
ing firms

She said that she intends to use
the mine [rehabilitation fuhd of the
closed mining firms in rehabilitat-
ing mining sites.

"Iwould like to work with miners

" through this fund and use the funds

to heal the land,” she said.,

She noted that the DENR is
tapping the services of a team of
experts of the Sixto K. Roxas (SKR)
Foundatmn in the rehabilitation of
the mining sites. She is also looking
at the potential of biochar as a tool
for mine rehabilitation.

“'i)” ]l

/

i CWER

K



3 ; . . W
i . -_\ r;{

~World

at'mtasr mun ausmfss INTELLIGENCE

05 Fe3 737

DATE UPPER HALF
aly
PA(}E LOWER HALF

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND. INITIATIVES SERVICE

' By Janina C. Lim-
Reporter

g ' phone message.

Nty

i

‘THERE Was “'no questlon on -

whether several miners wolated
conditions of their permits, En-
vironment Secretary Regina Paz
L. Lopez said last weekend of the -
Mines_and Geosciences Bureaﬂ
(MGBs-led review that ended
with,more than three-fifths of &
the country’s 41 metal mines fac-
ing either closure or suspensmn

disagreement on'sanctions. .

“MGB (Mines and Geosciences
Bureau) agreed’ with the viola"
tlons, we differed in the penaltles
They gnly wanted to do fines. 1

.‘pted for suspensxons and clo-

d]ﬂ’eredm pe;if alti

sures, Ms Lopez sard inags bile
D

. The Envrronmer,lt c}nef has

also ngen in to appeals that the

techmca] review comrmttee s TeC-

ommendatlons be made pubhc

" “I don’t find the: need, but if

_ recommendatory

SlOIlS

you wantto'see it then g0 ahe]ad ”
, she said, emphasxzmg that the
commltteees report was merely
¢ \ ,..’! ’f":*
“At the end, I makeaﬂle decl-
Durmg.the Feb. 2 press confer—

" ence;, Ms Lopez announced the
addmg, however, that there was a . dec151on to shutter 23 mmes, say-
- ing they operated in watersheds,

i and suspend five others

¥

i, The Chamber of Mmes ‘of the

lzhlhppmes (CoMP) “said thie'ab- -
X

seri¢e of members iof ﬁe review

team from the press brlefmg

e

3, LR DAL

Lopez s

“leaves a lot of doubt m'the faJr-
ness of the entire process o

The mdustry group has asked |

Finance Secretary Carlos G.

Dommguez 1I1.to convene the. | ;;

Mining Industry Coordmatlng

'Council, which he co-chairs with
Ms. Lopez. Mr, Dominguez hlm- e

self on Friday expressed concern

efthe employment and local taxa-

tion reperciissions 6f the Enw-
ronment department’s ruling.
Miners have:said the decrsron&
will affect 1.2 million people.
An estlmate therdepartment
released last'weekend showed

affected - mmers-— those to be-
. shuttered and those to be' sus-

pended — accounted for 40.971%
of industry jobs in 2015, as well
as 41.425% oftaxes collected and
22 463% ofi mvestments

'40.6% to gross domestic productin - *-

s of MGB

q-s

:‘:

‘;f.; The Enyironment chref down- P
played the sector’s contribution. , .
“For whatever theéy give, when o
‘the destruction to ‘the environ? -
‘ment‘and the opport'umty lost i is. "
o ca]culated ‘we come out losmgblg
* time,” Ms.Lopezsaid. = o
:“If you logk at the natichal .+,
'hﬁgures thie contribution of min= - .!
ring to the economy is minimal,” .
1 she added, referring to MGB data
! showrng the industry contnbuted '
4 0. 5% to the country’s jobs and' :

Iast year s first three quarters.~
ith mputﬁ'omReuters o

‘[_i_l ; Read the fulltory by scanring, -
, the OR code with your "
smartphone or by typing the Ilnk

! chttps.flgoo gIISIEGuH>
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A team that reviewed an audit
of mines m the country recom-

mended the suspension of op- - |

erations and payment of fines.
for environmeéntal violations,

not the closure of 23 mines or- -
dered by Environment Secre-

tary Gina Lopez, according to,
two'people with knowledge of
the matter. .

: Lopez on Thursday ordered
the 23 mines shut, saying many
were operatmg in watersheds.
Thé mines to be closed dccount -

for half of nickel ore output in”

the Philippines, the world’s top
supplier of the metal, Another
five mines were suspended.

. The decision by Lopez has .

angered the country’s mining
mdustry. with. miners saying
the -'shutdowns will’ affect
12 million people and some
vowing to overturn the ruling. -

The review ‘team that ad--

vised on the process, however, -
believed some of the viola:
tions;, which included irisuffi-,
c1ent rehabilitation of . mined .
areas, absence of tree- -cutting
perr 1t’s and constriiction of-al- |
_ temats "Hanl roads, were recti-

[_(ﬁ')

fiable and did not warrant per-
manent closure: . s
“She’s the boss She has zll

the discretion,” .one of the
sources said. “The onIy ques-
tionis what washer bas;s inher
decision?” '

Lopez, a longtune envrron-
mentalist who took over the

Department of- ‘Envlronment ‘

and Natural ‘ReSources last

- June. when President Duterte

. came to power, has declified to
release. the recommendations
“'of the’ Mines ancl Geosc1ences
Bureau (MGB) rewew team

JEZ £ |
TG CUSPEI],
LOSE, 2¢

NEWS
| J

[’|H

“What’s 1mportant ‘here

the cler.'lsron I makeas a Cabme '
secretary, not the recommen )

Ba'hned}'froiﬁ bneﬂng
Damage to watersheds ang

srltatmn of coastal water :

wheére-ithe mmes are Jocated
were the miajor reasons thatle d*

to Lo‘pezs decision to shut™*

ther, accordmg to the*Secon
person with knowledge of th_
matter B 1‘. o

“The secretary herself wen:
to the mining sites and she peri!,

sonally reviewed the docufl
ments and that léd to the dele

snon,"thepersonsard )

Lopez- latinétied the" envi

o the falrness of the entire pro-
i cess,” Artemio Disini, chair of

[} of chromite producer Mt. Sinai

= L /

‘ez adwsec_l; to suspeml

O et

?ki

;j“ D_ecember

Members of the - revrew :
. team were banned from Thurs: .
day s briefing, according to a
mining industry group and oner
of the sources, - ‘
. Not allowing the MGB per-
ar: sonnel to attend the presscon-
ference “leaves a lot of doubtin

R

the Chamber of Mines of the
Phrllppmes said in a letter to .
Fmance © Secretary Carlos T
Dormnguez Iil on Friday. ' .

* Dominguez had expressed'
Mg ¢oncern over the Ioo job
55€5. ) I
"There has to be . duer, pro—-j
cess. said Vicente Lao, owner -

i

Mining Exploration and Devel-" "’
opment Corp., which waS'”or"""‘

ronmental audit of the mine$! "

in }uIy; mltlauy suspendmg 16 j

and saymg 20 more, were ,

3!
; l ceedmgs to appeal to a hlgh

authonty and seek to. stay and w4
overl:urn the order” once1 ool
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By}ﬁerry Baldo

bst, -

wasi not .an innocent ‘bystander
widm illegal mining activities
flelirished under his term as head

ofnthe Mines and Geosciences.
Buresu (MGB) of the agency durmg_ '

pm»hous adininistrations.
ioﬁ{ccordmg to Surigao del-Norfe

Rep.. Robert Ace Barbers, Leo -

J asareno, ‘who has been designated
byrlmpez to'head a team that wonld

audit mining firms; has beert at the , -
MGB when.

helm -of the
ensdironmental laws were violated,
1oBarbers, said. hé was in
oe:mplete drsbelref that Lopez

tagked Jasareno to lead the andit

teant following an order to close
28t-nand suspend five mining

cdrapanies for violation of various-

enyiironmental laws. .

o3 *How -about those rnmmg :
companies which were not closed and -
whose owners are known fnen;ls'of .

Jasareno?” Barbers asked,
B Jasareno was dlsmlssed from

vt

.. his;post by President Duterte for
o mt a]legedlyfa:vonngsomenumngﬁrms

‘The confidant and adviser ‘of

Environrent Secretary Gina Lopez .

which may have not been,mclnded
for .closure and suspension: for
. supposed violation of environmental
Taws. .

Depnty Speaker and Batangas'

Rep. Raneo Abu said that mining
firms should be responsiblé fot the
“envirenmerital degradation as a
‘result of their activities. - =
Abu:stressed that the rich
mineral resources of the country
could: be a big boost: to the
Philippine economy..
L%l am for responsxble mmmg
The Phrhppmes has vast mingrals
' that are still untapped Tt has one

- of the world’s largest deposms of

g61d, nickel, copper and chromite.
'The government through the DENR
(Department of Envirénment and
Natural Resources), intends to

« generate more revenues from the

extraction-.of these resources

responsibly,” Abu said.

. Barbers lamented tha.t it was
"-during the time of Jasareno. as
. head of the MGB' that alleged

0 Fr'3 Zu‘r?

Y,
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VlD]atIOI'lS of vanous envxmnmental
1
laws were commltted :

Barbers’ expressed doubts on_
the regplanty of the audit that wag

conducted by. Jasareno. - |
“Jasa.reno is iof an innocent

bystander in this masquerade. He

is the protagomst His MGB was
supposed-to police the mining
activities in the country, but now

he is saying that these companies -

commltted ‘environmental
violatigns. Such hypocrisy coming
from the one who was supposed
to make sure that mining laws are
followed and unplemented * Barber
said.

“Jasareno knew ell too well that
the violations: were happemng under,
for several years '—
but he dehberately turned a blind,

his watch -

eye on these violations,” he added.

Barbers said.the DENR should:
not adopt a color-blind approach on,

its inquiry on the vrolatums of the
mining }aws - b

“There should be ne selectwef
prosecution here. The,mvestlgatron:
should cover everything,” Barbérs"

“to reform the agency.

| 'same zeal and vigor.

:mining industry, Barbers lamented
'entlrely on the errmg mlmng

-root cause of the problem.

“the fact that Lopez puts the blame
;‘oompames without looking at the '
Earlier, Surigao del Sur Rep |

'E'Prospero “Butch” Pichay sought a
. congressional investigation into the

1 .éaid He reiterated his call for IBpez :
. ‘to open her eyes if she really wants :

Barbers urged Lopez'to be fau‘ -5
‘and irvestigate Jasareno with the

;. While he welcomed the role; of :
Lopez to run after violators in, the y

Fc}osure of 23 big mining cormpanies ‘.

in the.country and the suspension .
Jof f1ve others for supposedly -
wo]atmg environmental laws for -

' being “illegal and arbitrary.”-

pesos in lost revenues yearly to

the" national government, adding.
" |'that at least 10,000 direct workers |
' f,and 50,000 indirect workers from
his district alone will be displaced, :

He reiterated that the decision |
‘of Lopez will result to billions of *

© Pichay:accused Lopez of :
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3 }h}ﬁplgjﬁﬂ%’ﬂﬂ‘ pertinent laws about
e -1 'mining; including the Mineral

- Production: Sharing Agreement
. (MBESA) that the mining firms
signed with the govérnment,

“He insisted that: under. the

MRSA; once an audit of the mining
ﬂﬁi‘n‘ was decided, the governmient
should' inform the firm about;the
intention to audif and the firin_is
. allowed to appoint an.official to

-+ joift the audit team, © -

After the audit; hé said,, the

~ team would come up'with a report
--and discuss the findings, including
the’ supposed violations that were
. committed to aliow the. firms; io
. “rectify” the violations,." .. .
" .«Pichay also argued:that mining
" fifms’ are allowed to, contest.the
findings that would lead to an
. “arbitration”. that would «givé .the
i- fiets -one year to settle the.issiie
with the government, .. PR
»Ordered - closed were: .the
- Benguet .Gorp. Nickek:Mines Inc;
Benguet Corp. in Benguet; Eramen
.-Minerals Inc.;-Zambales-Dive'rsiﬁe;i
! Metals-Corp. and LNL Archipelago

- ——de L LE SETTIEE LNV

e dind Sve on Wﬁﬂ! min

in Dinagat-‘lslandl ‘:-I;‘I ll:- L LIS :;} )

b

FE S, o

Minerals Inc;all in Zambales; Mt .
SinalxMjning :Exploration -and B
Development, Gorp; Bmir Mingrals
Corp. A0d.Techiron, Minexsly,
Resources. Inc.,, all in, Homonhons!
Island, Eastern Satar, . AAMPHIL |-
Natural Resouroes, Exploration; | |
Kromicoinic.; SinoSteel Philippines |
H.Y. Mining Corp; Oziental Synergy; |
Mining Corp.; Wellex Mining Qorp..i
Libjo Mining,Gorp;;and, Ogiental ;
Vision Mixing Philippines-.COi‘Dp,ﬁll,u

TN

o
=F,

LADNAMA,.Mining..R.ésouxces;, ‘-
Corp.; Claver MmingsDavelopment:'\
Corp.;. Platinum. Davelopment
Corp,; ‘GTRGonstrl._lction-_and Mmmg il
Corp.;..Carrascal. Nickel. Corp.;..
Marcventueg-:-wM:;ining..ar.and.i
Development Gorp. and. Hipatuan,,
Mining Corp. , ‘éu:lbuated,in?Surigao .
dEI NOItEa"741ns‘.-tr-t n .luu_‘}u-- (;;;;:.:".ry.q

. Susppndéd-:were?ﬁenong._ Nickels .
Corporation;........0c eanagold,
Philippines.,. Ing.;y.; Lepantss
Consolidated Mining., .Corp.;’
Citinickel Mines and Development
Corp.; and- Strong, Built; Mij
Development-Corp.

' i 11




03 Fe3 2307 -

DATE "UPPER HALF
Page 1 Story
PAGE LOWER HALF

STRATEGIC (‘f()MMUNlCATlON AND INITIATIVE S SE RVI( E

Barbers on Sunday cha]Ieng

By Rlo N Araja and Anna Leah |
Secretzgy Gina- ‘Lopez to justify;

E Gonzales

A LAWMAKER on Sunday accused Un-
4 dersecretar_y Leo Jasareno of grantmg spe-

‘cial favors t6 some mining cempanies that

were not, ordered closed or suspended for

violating environmental laWS, while an in-

-dustry. association urged the Department

of the Enwronment and Natﬁral Resources
torelease.the resuIts of its audlt :
Sungao del Norte Rep Robert Ace

no’s agpomtment as, the leader 0

mgs i{;/lnch resulted in the' closu
big muung companies and thie sutenswn g

Barbers also; questloned Jasarerlo

of several Othiers. «

“How -about those mining companies
whlch were not clos/ed and whio;

reof23 '

e OW'D-' ’

Mlnmg

From A1 e
. He said supposed v1olat10ns of.
the involved minipg firms' took ;

place when Jasareno was the head .
of the DENR ’s Mines and Geosor-,_\

ences Bureau,
o “T " suspect Secretary Lopez
could have been fooled by Mr.
Jasareno,” he said. -

- “He is not an innocent bystand-

er in_this masquerade. He is the

protagonist His MGB was
. supposed to police the mining' -
activities in the country, but now

he is saying that these companies’

committed environmental viola-
tions. Such hypoonsy coming
from the one who was supposed .
to ensure that mining laws are fol-
lowed and implemented,” Barbers -
said. ‘
He said Jasareno already lmew
about the violations of x many fnin-
ing companies. under his watch,
but deliberately tur‘ned a blmd eye
to these. :

“There should be no selectwe

prosecutlon here The chStlga-

- tion should cover everydtmg,” he

* said.

- He called on Lopez to inves-
txgate Jasareno’ if she is sincere
about reforming the department
and ‘wiping out corruption. °

JEarlier, Surigao del Sur Rep.
Prospero Pichay sought a probe
-of the closure of 23 mining corn-
panies and the suspension of five
others for, saying the action was

“illegal and arbitrary.”.
~ The ¢losures,: would “Tose bil-
Tions of pesos iri’ government rey-
.enues, he added,

The Phlhppme Mine Safety and

Environment Association. on Sun-
day urged the DENR to disclose
the results of the mining audit.
© “In the spirit of transparency
and due process, the PMSEA ex-
horts the DENR o release the re-
sults of the mmmg audit to clear
any doubts and air of suspicion,”
-said PMSEA pres:dent Lou1e
‘Sarmiento,

Lopez earlier said of the 41 me-
talhc mines in the' country, only 12

 process. was observed in the min-

23 wou]d be closed down and ﬁ
would be suspended. E

Mining companies, however,
said the the government could rot
just shut down mining operatiohs
without dué process. v .

Members of PMSEA noted that

the ‘audit review ﬁndmgs were .

fist made known through a press
conference;

“It appears that full details of
results of the mining audit have y t

to be furnished to the concerng 3

companies,” Sarmiento said. -

“The closures and suspensto ;-

if affirmed, will haye far reach-
ing effect especially in ‘mini
comumunities ‘that-plays host
these mmes—employees
their dependents, contractors
mine-dependent small business
will be the biggest lesers,” sai
Sarmiento, g
Lopez, however, said that d ]

T

.n. A |':_L Q.._o;

to conduct the audit and all ob- |

served the standards of truth, ser-
vice and the common good.

“This ‘means they know what- -
they are doing and have followed :
the due legal process that needs o

be done,” Lopez said.
““We based the checklist of the

criteria for the audit on the items
in compliance with the different

mining and environmental laws. A

-cross-audit was also done, which
means that the auditors who re-

viewed one site, have come from

a different regron " she said.
Lopez said. mining companies

“were given time to respond to the
results of the audit, K
&My issue here is not about -
initifig. My issue here is soclaI

justice “ Lopez said.

“We assure the industry and the '
B general public that due process '
was mettculously observed in the
mining audit conducted by the

agency and that the results wouid

be. always anchored on integrity,

-.‘.v .

technical experts from differe t’ social justice and the commou_

govemment ofﬁces were 1uv1te:l

T —

good,” she said.
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G]IQbaIFerromékel Hdldmgéi compames recdnﬁnende‘d for 2016 th 0 iéial websnte of the -
Ine. e QFNI) s, Jseek nl'ﬁ' closuré andsuspenm”i’l"“f:' e "DENR lounced that PGMC is
clarlglgg‘telon“”f.rom Eh he. . PGMC’snamewasnotonthe , q.mong hosewho “passed” the
pamnantuqf,ﬂ;}mpmnentam, list but that. Platmum ‘mining ?.udxt aid whom the ‘
" Natural-Resounges,. (DENR).; Development Corp was there,’ ‘,audlt eam *did not find’
following news ‘reports. of-« Platinum Development‘ asons to suspend.”
‘Platinwm «Gronp Metals- Corpa2 Corporation is not.a;subsidiary , . ¢ important, in
(PGME)betrig indlided in theti: of FNIoand is'not. related'to Novem r 2016, PGMC received
‘hstoﬁé"om a?mé‘si:e@ommendedcrfs PGMC:-+. sy g - o the writ en audit findings of the
for cl¥siilife: = k3 it i pg d‘ate;‘ it¥also- ha;sria’ “DENR {Mine Audit Team 10
: PéMG’?ecéﬁﬂy‘ passed an“ " Treceived an ofﬁclal letterfmm eport {for- Platmum Group
| audlf“&difduc‘t"‘ yfﬁENR il the DENR, * %1 $0u% o Metale’ Gororation, ” which -
Novelp m2 [Iﬁ ﬂ] eclosui" = Anyielos ' . ‘containg &' ﬁnal”lrepomstatmg ;
OIdeB q;n,iﬁe,agﬁncy came speci that ’ fie,
a blg surprise tor-the mmqlgf. :

q&%‘: ,B vp, pres;dent of "

FNI, %dtrd g ‘derued thej; r nngto explam,a‘me v (b)th compa.tw:scomphant-'
accusifmn ,Tea mg it to hostd mvéstlgatlon and ertten“' “withthe hc1es errvn'omnental

teleconfenenpe.ﬂusaﬁtamooxfto - decision. hased;on, stientific .
furtheF aitifsisie s % & 171 . Btudyandempmc‘élgtf’oﬁ{h “ the Phili jmel\rﬁnmgActandon

 “There Wa.s an’ allegeg are -basic legal requn'ements " thé issiied ECC particularly on -
siltation in our mipersite angl bef re ajz sgrexgrder carni-be: ‘the establishment of adequate -

that we operate on Shed, @ R protection and

' which are not true,” Bravo told “The DENR has riot issued ent measures
the Bady Tmbum when askedzs, any shaw-cause nptjee let alone.  inclu ~'safety and

- what'owas:the. ihost bizarke.d. adverse finding against PGMCto;-. -housek : and

' ﬁndxng&.ef. ke DENR in them.-- swarrantthe impositioniofiey ion of progresswe '

© operasionsimis by st s i, * the lightest of penalty such as..
- Whe asked if:the: s:ltatlon reprimand. . .. areas,
causes he'alth problems to the.! At no. time-has DENR

. people,’parﬁclﬂarly respiratory. aceused PGMC of destroyingthe .. operatio
problems or cancer; the mining ‘wateis in the TN “gite ((witht ! ssocial develg
offIGIAISEAA D it b8 ot 5 naturally siltsd-iimesbiseedmsthlace wilk
F‘I\TT‘unnfediatéIy”éoqtacted“" owitig' to its: rrch*"lu:’t%ﬁme"f‘ lmpleme ted.? . .

the’ ﬁfﬁce' Of DENR- Secretary«; depbélts) or operatnig m’ a . PGMChasnot recewed any
Gma’"Lopez Het staff sent an watershed area,” hie‘added.”"" otherwn notlce since then,

. emait” *édntalhlng the hst of Instead on Sepi_:ember 28." .
v, e e

[t o I'\r1" rh;nnr\ Wy So ke

1ty of the mine
Irugh with
Y
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DENR urged to rel e asf;_r_'_‘_"‘ﬂ"
 ‘mining audit report L

By LouisE MAUREEN SIMEON

Mmmg stakeholders are now pres-
- suring the Depattment of Environment
and Natural Resources, (DENR) to
telease the audit results. after Secre-
tafy Gina Lopez vehemently refused
to make public the actial documents
on“the 23 closed and five suspended
latge-scale mining flrms

Mlmng‘ companies are wary after

reports came out that Lopez made
decisions ‘in contrast with 'the actual
recommendations of the Mines and
Geoscrences Bureau (MGB) the DENR-
attached ‘agericy that led the audit.

“At the end of the day, I make the
“decisions. Their only play here is to
- recommend but the mining audit was
.done on July and it took them so long.
MGB has been really slow, I'm niot happy

with them at all,” Lopez said.
. The Ph111ppme Mine Safety and En-
‘ v1ronment Association (PMSEA) said
the full details of the results of the audit
has yet to be furnlshecl even to the con-
cerned companies.

“In the spirit of transparency and
due process, the PMSEA exhorts the
DENR to release the results of the min-
ing audit to. clear any-doubts and air of
suspicions,” PMSEA premdent Louie
Sarmiento said.

- “A lot of people will be affected and
will lose their ]obs for decrsmns that are

arbitrarily done The Promderlt ‘wants

reduction, in’ povert
helpmg in‘anyway,”
Despite calls for frorn

¢ afided.
mmlng stake-

holders to release the reSults, the En-

vironmerit chief remame
decision. * :
. “What's 1mportant et

sion Imade as Cabiriét se:retary, not the

retommendations. I don’
it to you (to the press) wh
be,” Lopez said referriny
recommenda’nons ’
“Tust leave'it already,

Fwant to show
1atever it may

and this- is not-

d ﬁrm on her g

re is the deci-

g to the MGB'

P P

O T

I’ve made my :

decision. I'm under no. obhgatwn to let -

you know what’s happer
added.

mg ‘here,” she

- Theé: MGB has refused

the issue since the auchtre

ment .
-The Chamber of
Philippines (COMP) saj
urgent need to look int
the arb1trary closure an
of mines.

1nes of the
id there is an
0" ‘the’ bas1s of

. “The executive branch has been

advocating transparency
and programs and ori thi
we have the right to. knaj
involved and the results
COMP chairman Artem

i its policies

w'the process
of the audit,”
0. D1s1n1 said.

suspensron '

o comment on
dlt announce— '

bas1s, we feel .

- Amid issues of lack of due procéss,

the DENR maintained 1

he “audit was

meticulously observed anc_l the results

were anchored on mtegr

.t.y..;‘ A
K
oo
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ep. Rolggt;’g:e(garbers yes--\ ata
overs] £3 rmer executive
nvironment*and Natural
! ) was dumx Mg‘ed from his'
by resldent Rodrigo “Rody /5 ite; of al- & 1)
vormg sonmiemininggfirms which may . posed tojma 1ake' ‘
eeninchided for closu and suspension ancl mplem tedve i
sed*vmlatmn of environiriental laws.
'saidh 2 té?ﬁisbehef that
Enviroii ent?Secretary Gina Lope tasked “former
DENR U ersegre o]asarena, v was earlier
dismissedfby Brésident Duterte, to. 1éad. the audit of
‘rhining ﬁrms, resultingin the closure Zf 23big mining
companies.and the suspension of five others.
“Ho ot those nining com, which were , :
andwhoseowners are\kno, -friénds ofMr. ihve hgatlonshouldcovere iy i ’_‘ Barberssmd .
:reﬁeratedluscall for ‘pez -fo'open her eyes if
ally wants-to reform theigraft-laden-agency:- -
. Barbers urged Lopez to Pt
Ia.sareno with the same zeal and:
_‘While: he welcomed the 1 l.

s -

e mmmg actw-

aying that these
en l;omn ntal violations. |
g fro ewho was sup-
r. are followed . {

Id: adopt a color-
the vxolahons of the -

]'asareno si Sec.
: ho raised seriougfdoubts on
v of the adit finds gs against

areno is not an'fmnocent by-
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BY JED MACAPAGAL

TI-IE Chamber of Mines of the Philippines
»~(COMP) is contesting the order of the
".~department of Environment and:Natural
Resources to close 23 mines, calling the
 oder “arbitrary and done wnhout due
process” o "
- The group has wntten to Fmance Sec-
retary Carlos Dominguez, who is also the
r. co-chairman of the Mining Industry Coor-
“ dinating Council to convene the council.
... “The executive branch has been advo-
. ¢ating transparency in its policies and pro-
;. grams and on this basis, we feel we have

» ;-the right to know the process involved and

the results of the audit,” ArtemioDisini,
- .COMP chairman, said in the letter.
i1 “Why the personnel of MGB (Mines and
.+ Geosciences Burcau) were banned in at-
rtending the press conference considering
+ ‘thatit is the agency directly regulating min-
+ ing activities in the country was not justifi-
. ably answered during the press conference
- ,and this leaves a lot of doubt in the fairness
of the entire process,” added Disini.
.- .Regina Lopez, DENR secretary, had
*. said the decision to close down the mines
+is not unified with the recommendation
» of the MGB and was entirely made in her
power as Cabinet secretary.
~ .~ “We know you are busy with your tax
-+reform measures which we fully support
:-but we feel that being one of the mem-
- bers of the economic team of'the presi-
-. dent, you will be more in a.position to
see the likely implications of the closure
-.and suspension of 28 mining operations
+.-and the impacts it will bring about in the
.‘basic services and livelihood programs
-.provided by companies in their com-
- aaunities in the rural areas,” Disini said.
Nelia Halcon, COMP executive vice
~president,said in a briefing last Friday
.»the incident will not only affect the lo-
~cal stock exchange but also international
.~bourses, and will “not bring a good im-
pressmn about how we invite investors
cin the country.”
~. “When youlook into the advocacy', Gina
1is a crusader just like the president and in
:that instance, they sce eye to eye when
+/Gina talks of social justice, whatever that

means... You're like looking at a fairy tale
situation which never happ'::I seven inan
industrialized country,” Halcon said.

According to Lopez, the erring mining
firms may file their appeall against the
decision but President Duterte has the
final say on the matter.

In a separate event, President Duterte
has expressed support for D NR’s clamp
down but COMP noted the presrdent
being a lawyer, knows the | and legah—
ties behind the closure an suspensnon
orders and would only support the deci-
sion if deemed fair,

In a separate statement] Philippine
Mine Safety and Environment Association
(PMSEA) presndent Louie Sahmento said
that his group remains firm in its com-
mitment for responsible mining notwith-
standing the announcement 'of the DENR
on the possible closure and suspension
of mining operations.

“The closures/suspensions, if af-
firmed, will have far reaching effect
especially in mining communities that
plays host to these mines ) employees
and their dependents, contractors,
and mine-dependent sm'llf businesses
will be the biggest losers, In'the spirit
of transparency and due srocess, the
PMSEA exhorts the DENR tg release the

results of the mining audit to clear any

doubts and air of suspicions. As always,
as a partner organization, the PMSEA is
offering its expertise to the DENR,” he
said in a text message.
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‘Miners sa\H-JZM '

THE planned closure of 23 Philippine mines, mostly nickel
_producers, and the suspension of five others will affect about
,/1.2 million people, miners said, as some vowed to take legal

“action to contest the decision.

. Fnvironment and Natural Resources Secretary Regina Lopez
ordered the closures and suspensions last week .as she an-
“pounced the results of a months-long audit on the country’s

41 mines aimed at halting mining operations judged to have

. harmed the environment.
© . Artemio Disini, chairman of the Chamber of Mines of the

- ‘Philippines, told a briefing that the first option for affected
> miners would be to appeal to President Rodrigo Duterte “be-

fore going to the courts”.

. ~*Wehavea total 1.2 million people affected including family
..members,” Disini said. o .
::>Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez said he would mect
< ‘sHortly with other cabinet members to check if they have
T-remergency employment programs” that could absorb work-
*igrs who will lose jobs. - :

" I~“My next COncer is the impact on local government finances
~because (miners) pay a lot of taxes to local govemments,”
~’‘Dominguez told reporters.

- 2Enrigue Fernandez, president of suspended nickel miner
;-Eramen Minerals Inc, which has now been ordered to close,
“isaid staff levels had already failen to 150 from more than 1,000
Jpreviously and more workers could go by the end of the month.

“«The problem is the relationship between the government
and the industry. The government is more of a regulator rather

- than a partner in development,” Fernandez told Reutres.

-, Still largely unexplored, the Philippines 18 the world’s top
- micke} ore supplier; but the mining sector contributes less than

1 percent to the overall economy. .

..-Only 3 percent of 9 million hectares (22 million acres)identi-
.-fied by the statc as having high mineral reserves is currently
. being mined, according to government data.

.' Ronald Recidoro from the Chamber of Mines said that affected
+:miners would “definitely” seek legal action if President Rodrigo
+:Duterte denied their appeal to overturn Lopez's orders.

Duterte, who last ycar said the Philippines could survive
without a mining industry, on Thursday threw his support
behind Lopez's latest action.

. )| L .
c e ‘ \ |
_ .

ed, told the stock exchange. Lepanto said it “has not violated

N\

Lopez “took it upon herself to be the judge and the execu-
tioner of the mining industry,” said Vicente Lao who owns
chromite producer Mt. Sinai Mining Exploration and Develop-
ment Corp, which has aiso been ordered to close. * .

Most of\t,hc miners sa;f they-have yet to receive any official
instruction from Lopez's agency-. -

« A ccordingly, our mi ing operations continue,” gold miner
Lepan_to__Consolidated Mining Co which'was ordered suspend-

—~
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TRADE SECRETARY SAYS

Miners need only to correct ‘deﬁc1enc1es

THE Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) is opti-
mistic that companies whose mining operations ‘have
been closed would be able to bounce back and return
to normal soon, since most of them will simply have
to do minor adjustments.

Ramon Lopez, DTI secretary, in a chance interview
said the key here is for the miners to “correct their
deficiencies.”

When asked of the possible impact of the clo-
sure of the 23 mines, Lopez said: ““We have to
.count the details, how much capacity would be
lost. We are collatmg the numbers espec;ally on
employment

The DTI is helping to find employment options
for those dislocated by the closure by getting
rehired by other industries or giving them liveli-
hood assistance. .

The Philippines has not been getting any new in-
vestménts in mining and Lope% said since the start
of this administration, the thru;.st has always been
to encourage existing mining companies here to do

processing for more value-added] operations instead

of just exporting the ore.

“That also includes the (requirement) for these
mines to bring their operations up to standards,”
he added. rj

“If they would correct their operations (and
make them) within standards,’ they will be back.
Other companies have-big'ihvéstments. Based on
what I saw, they are within sta hdards, other mines
are moder n. But I don’t know what the DENR saw
in the audit, They only have to do little adjust-
ment especially the big ones. I don't have basis
for the others...” Lopez said . | -
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' - here is a reason why our mm,mg srtes
do not feature on postcards. They are
TGt pretty..

bl‘e ugly gashes on the land, Forests are
y ded. Erosion is wholesale. Mine 'tail-
?g"& ickle down. the rivers and the sea,
Tinging down toxic mud that extermi-
nates wﬂdhfe g uoL
4 The costs. thatrmnmg 1nfhcts on our en—

 vironinent are large. The benefits brought |

wto the ‘poor. communities are meager. .The
~beneﬁt:s brought toour. economy, according

v to antrmrmng critics, are negligible. . e

- Our business community frets over the

' consequences of the Department of Envi-

. ronment and Natural Resources' action on
the mines. Operations of over two dozen
large.mmes were ordered to halt. Licenses

. were'either suspended or cancelled. Busi-

“hessmen estimate that from:one to two
mllhon jobs will be wiped out’ by the
'DENR’s action. There will be misery and,

: maybe even starvation m communmes

dependent on mmmgjobs .

. The rmmng ‘companies affected by the
DENR's dramatrc action made it known
they will appeal the. case: The audrt pro-

" cess, they claim, was not transparent. The
‘ dramatlc actionwas un]ust The' sanctity-of
‘ coitracts was violated. Billions in mining

‘investments will be flushed” down the
drain. Billions in potential public- revenues
will be wiped off the balance sheet.

_But'the DENR sdys the apparent business
losses are nothing compared to the irreparable
damage -the ‘mining industry -deals ' our
- environment. Our peaple will suffer the con-
sequences of env:romnental damage for

N .
F— .'_,__.,—F"r

sl e

om the air, open ‘pit mimng srtés re-r

 BREW PIIINT o

MARTlN ANDANAR -, 7
generauons In the DENR (] ledger there are no
upsides for mining. There are only downs1des
for our land and our people. .

.We are bound to see & ﬂare-up ina lm—
germg debdte. Opinions are deeply divided:
over the mining question. There are-those. -

who see mining as a patently bad thing. Oth- E

ers see mining as a boon to'our economy.

. Since Republic Act No. 7942 (Mmmg
Act) waspassed 22 years ago the debate has
been intense. Mining advocates tout the
Mining Act as an enhghtened piece of; leg-'
1slatron, 1ncorporat1ng‘ ! best' pi:acmces
around the world. It requrres mrmng com-
pames to exercise care for.the environ-

ment and perform remediation of the land -

after the mining is doné. Antimining mili- p

tants say itisan 1rredeemable disaster.

: "As sooii'as the Mining | Act was: passed. it
was'taken o court. It took the Supreme Court

a whole.decade to rule on the constrtutlonahty
of this act, When it did, thie mining industry
expenenced aboom of sorts Bﬂhons of dollars

BEY v

in mining investments flowed into our pA
" ples of wanton destruction and chslocatlo 'of. |

A:-are, in f3ct, the biggest producer of nickel i

©1 L LBCCESS d through open pit mining. The abun

.-« dlance fmmeralsmour islands has been bot}.
. ablesslog and a curse. It is a blessing becai

" of the:

isani j'tatlonto rape theland. -

retary;

|

my. But environmental activists contim %e '
t in other ways, bringing forth i

poor communities, ‘%
- O 'archrpelago is highly mineralized. -

the wopl Nrcke'l is a mineral that canonly )

fealth it could create; a curse because ‘E

; mining deepens disparities.in our

o societ es It makes the rich 'richer and
. pushe
'of ‘indigenous{peoples, to the extremes ;
' Thoselwho take the side of dislocated com- _‘
-munities oppose mining.: Those in tl}e i

poorcommumtres especrallythose !

busin _ss of creating corporate wedlth
support growing 'this industry. There. a1s ,3
hardle any middle ground :
‘Although it was the DENR chief who
decreed the. closures and the Presrdent,ex-
pressed support for his envu;onment sec-
the debdte over mining 'is- ‘not
bound: to end anytime soon. The. mining
comppnies will, no doubt, seek everyilegal. *

Cham

TECO 'se available. This willinclude seemg

re11ef from the Stipreme Court that: r;uled

_ the Mining Act constitutional in 2005: °

a.r%ex— -
ed to be enforced immediately. These ¢lo- -
".' ill, at the,very least, allow.time to heal
iaged land. The DENR’s decision.can -

‘neverlbg fully reversed in practice. Even f the

LS \mtervene on behalf of the rmmng Com-
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‘We' may not always totally agree
w1th her perspective of how her job
ought to be done; but there is no doubt
i Gina Lopez is one of a few Duterte
Cabinet members with the pohtlcal w111

{0 get things done:*

- Tothose who-say she is too extreme,
I would say she has even mellowed.
- T have known Gina for over 20 years
now, have worked with her and I have

~always admired her focus.
on getting' seemingly it -
_ possible projects done.

In a way, Gina seems ex--
treme to those affected; but
-only because .the damage
'done to the environment
" by many mining operations «...
_hasalso been very extreme. .,

. The aerial view of ugly -
open pit mines and the very. .

. visible contamination of
. rivers we saw on telev1510n ‘
news strongly prové 'Gia's' -2
_case against the socially ir-.
resp0n51b1e mines. .

Indeed, no nght thmkmg F111p1n0
can avoid, feeling anger upon seeing
how some of our parasmcal econoriic
elite have spoiled out environment
through the years. It j is. painfyl to see
- our bald mountains whose forest.cover
has been cleared by loggers, legal and
Cillegal. -

AND

-Now miners have scarred our mour-,

{tains in their lustful ‘desire to- earn

billions of dollars in metal ore exports

. at the expense not just of our ényiron-

- ment, but also of our:people. Gina is

right. They have no sense of social

CJUSHCR i o
The miners ma dole- out tempor

]obs and even pro)\rnde §0mé ggé?al :erg:

| vices; but' after'they: Are ddtie, ‘people

“are left worse.off. Their poverty wors-

‘ens as they ‘alsb lose theé'ability to make

a hvmg ina sp01led éivironmient.

- Dealing with the mining industry

; i8 just one‘example ofGina’s politital

~ will. How she carned out the ‘order

- of President Duterte to clear Laguna

. de Bay of fish pens is another. Former

pre51dent5-

R W

e

!

Glna and polltlcal WI||

DEMAND,
SUPPEYNR

BOO CHANCO

%?e&e s,_on;le nexse'aggg%%io-.

RO PPs
RS b

ing that but nothing happened Glnai'
made it happen on the 6th month of '

President Duterte’s watch.
She knew she couldn’t depend on
the PNP to help her, so she enhsted‘

the'AFP arid the Coast Guiard: Ttis said].
that powerful people own those fish! .

pens, but that didn’t scare Gina. Now|

residents along the lake can ' fish there;,
the lake's slow death through-.

--“*~<.,pq}1utxon from the fish pens}

agam

! ‘can be stopped. l
iIn Aklan, Gina stopped a
GHinese boat from dmdglng
- Aklan River without proper
permits.. The Chinese op-
eratlon, susPeeted tobeblack
e msand mining; had been the
... 'subject of complaints ftom
* - residents who fear the river
_bank may suffer further ero-
sion. But the local 011ce and
authontles did not ng.
44 gain, Gin'beétight in
law enforcement units from

the AFP, Coast Guard and the NBL They - . .
Duter

folind out that not only was the Chinese
%eratlon not cleared by DENR, the
Chiriese workers did fiot have _pass-
ports, mipch less proper‘work’ permlts
from the Bureau of Immigration.
-In Palawan, Gina stopped a subdivi-

sion developer from continuing to strip -

a shore area of mangrove trees. Again,
she found local officials and local police

con5p1rmg with the deyeloper in: total

dlsregar dipf environmental laws.

“Ginia’s. DENR team reimoved fences :

and other structures in the area, in-
cluding at least 100 houses. There is

an. existing special proclamation that-
has declared Palawan as a mangrove’
régervation, That means any type of de-
velopment or conversiof 0f mangrove’ ,‘

areas is illegal.
Any Filipino who loyes this country

and iscapable of thinking beyond his.

self iriterest should be happy we have

‘nublicofficial like Gina Lopez doing
what should have been dene decades -

ago.:If: we had someone Tike her even

~rightequsness so as to make her look :
* rather gktreme. <

-something good that all stakeholders ",

as late as the People Power’ era, our"';mlse the public good. There must be' f

ermronmental s1tuat10n would not be

'1ng sonpe of our natural resources. Itis -

esponsible mn-ung Philex has "

Responsible: mlrung may cost some
amount of moriey, but it is money well
spent; When Phiilex had an unforturiate- 1
accide t; ‘they painstakingly instituted -
dial measures to mitigate the ac-
s negative impact. They started

,_operahc ns only after making sure: the
:'.'.jenvuu

menti§ Protected. 7 SR el L
"That is something many of those
mines ¢losed down by Gina are obvi-
ously ot doing. The news film footage
showed the amount of env1ronmental~,
degradation in Surigao and Dinagat’ .
Island.|There is no way such massivé,
can be ]ustlﬁed :
Ind ed those mining companies and; ...

their ovhers should be forced to maki
remed tlorrmeasures right away. Goy}
ernme shon.;ld xéquire them to put up

: 'Out’%% ol

i ncouragmg that Presidenits,

gﬁ a5 aid-he isistanding b&)}«nd
Gina's|. 'acmg‘” MBitt Gina should also :
heed the‘Bz 51dent's advice to be fair
and le %aq ;Gina is known to be eémo-
tional, of out mat;ers close to her heart
like- A5! 1af justice and thé'environment.
She mijist make sure she doesn’t get

carried away by such a strong sense of

[

Anc] Gmahas to be transparent. ItwaSu =
not good for her to deny media. detalls.:f :
of ‘her [decision to close down 23 min-
ing ope rations. The public has a nght to
know What criteria were used.and hiowr: ]
the mihes failed based on those ciiteria:' "’
The s ence ‘behind her decision is very‘ N
import; ttohercredlbxhty we T

Ginh cannotassume that just because
she is[100 percent sure she is domg

will agree Whether she likes it orny
her ]o‘H) is very political and pohtlcs i
the arf} of compromise.

»! am?not saying sheshould comp

Turn to B-4‘
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ways of making human activities like
the development of natural resources
happen without causing the kind of
environmental damage we now sce.
Her work is not as black and while
as she may think.

Dr. Carlo Arcilta, a respected UP
professor of geosciences and head of
the Earth Materials Science Labora-
| lory of the National Institute of Geo-
| logical Sciences has a strong point in
an e-mail he sent me.

“We are interested to know what
the bases are for closing mines — we
have to teach future geologists and
engineers the correct and scientific
ways to mine 50 as not to endanger
the environment.

“The people who can clean up the
mess in mining are engineers and
scientists, who spend time studying
these phenomena. Those who claim
they are the ONLY people who can
clean the environment and the ONLY
people who love the environment
and this country, without adequate
training are seriousty misguided.”

Idoubt Gina will get confirmation
of her appointment by the Commis-
sion of Appointmenls any time soon,
or at all. But for so long as she has
the support of President Duterte,
her lack of confirmation shouldn’t
matter,

Gina should remember that even
President Duterte is a political crea-
ture and subject Lo ali sorts of politi-
cal pressure. It is good the President
is willing to spend polilical capital

)

on her thus far. For this reason she
should always keep the President in
the loop and never make momentous
announcements like the closure of a
large number of mines without his
knowledge.

President Dulerte said during the
camipaign that his heart bleeds and
his blood boils when he sees how our
environment has been badly abused.
In a sense, it seems protecting the
environment, like the anti driug war,
is also an important priority for
President Duterte, }

And as is the case in the anti
drug war, the President realizes that
protecting the environment requires
strong measures, even if controver-
sial. Perhaps, he can understand why
Gina must do her version of EJK to
attain her objective.

I guess the reason President
Duterte is protective of her is be-
cause they are of the same mold.

. R [
They speak their minds with no
regard to political repercussions.
They both strongly stand bly what
they believe in. o

And the President can sleep know-
ing that Gina will not cause him
cmbarrassment through some cor-
rupt act. There are very few Cabinet
members 1 know whe, like Gina,
cannot be corrupted. I am sure that
means a lot to President Duterte.

So again 1 say, Go Gina, Go} but be
more careful. Be fair and legal and
not be emotionally impulsive.

Boo Chanco’s e-mail address is
beitarico®@gmail.com. Follow him on
Twitter @boochanco
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AYBE it’s because of
the coincidence of
the month, but I don’t -

know why I equate the press
conference last week of the
DENR secretary- designate (that
is and should be how she should

be referred to unless and until-

she is confimed) with the FBI
seige on the Bramch Dravidians

in Waceo, Texas in 1998, Maybe |
i's because both occurred in.

Februaty. Maybe also it's be-
cause just as the Waco siege was
drawn out, ending only in April
of the same year, this whole is-
sue about mines being closed
and others remaining open -will
also be a long-drawn out issue.

Or maybe because there is
some madness in both?

Some time back I was gently
asked by one of my big bosses
to stop writing about the Mad-
am. We didn’t want to alienate
her, or get her on our backs,
And I complied. Anyway I was
still grieving from the death of
my father and my Cleo.

But after this last press con I
cannot hold back any longer.

So again I have a piece that
could get me fired.

Then again I take comfort in an
exchange I overheard between
my mother and her mother,
years ago in the 1970s when we
all used to live within the same
compound in Cubao. My Lola
had summoned my mother, and
believe it or not I eavesdropped
on their conversation. Said my
Lola “Josie, Bakit mo pinapaya-
gang sagutin ka ng mga anak
mo?” (“Josie, why do you allow
your.sons to answer back?").
To which my mother gave a re-
ply Fnever forgot: “Mama, Hin-

di ko Sila pinapa-aral sa UP para

Lang tumahimik at Hindi mag-
isip” (Mother, I didn't send
them to UP for them to shut up
and not think.”).

So there.

1 first have to commend the
Secretary-designate for a pro-

entines Day?).

Environmental Waco

fessionally crafted PR-cam-
paign launched just in time
for her confirmation hearings.
The use of videos in social me-
dia is excellent, the messaging
masterful, and the timing of
the announcement of the sus-
pensions and closures a work
of Trump-like genius. In her
wake she has left the mining
industry -scrambling for a re-
sponse, as her true believers
cheer and hail her an environ-
mental Joan of Arc.

Meanwhile, affected commu-
nities are in limbo.

I however am not taken by
the campaign to paint this ef
fort as “heroic” and historic

. (doesn’t a social message mes-

sage say that the DENR will
do something historic on Val-
Instead what
I see’is a continuing effort to
push an agenda that was very
clear from ‘the very beginning
- which is to clear the Philip-

‘pines of mining and convert

the country into one giant eco-
tourism center.

" When she was still outside of

government the Madam was
very clear: there is ‘no- such
thing as responsible mining
and mining is bad and should
be ended.

When she was appointed
DENR secretury however she
received a number- of remind-

ers from the President - we
have a law (the Philippine Min-
ing Act of 1995) and for as long
as you follow the law, prefer-
a#bly meeting Canadian or Aus-
tralian standards, you're okay.

And so she launched an audit
of all mines.

But wait: actually on her first
day in office she held a brief-
ing for the DENR leadership to
introduce herself. In that July 1
event, she was advised by then
MGB director Leo Jasareno
that thé mining firms had been
made subject to ISO 14001, a
stringent international stand-
ard on environmental manage-
ment that would determine
which operations were deserv-
ing of their permit and which
weren't,

Jasareno, who early on was
turning out to be Madam’s
favorite, knew what he was
talking about as it was he who
implemented the requirement
imposed by the previous DENR
secretary. With her standing
above him. on the stage, he
explained the process to his
new boss, calling 1SO 14001
“the highest, most acceptable
level of efficiency in terms of
extracting the minerals while
at he same time insuring that
he environment is not compro-
mised,”

He even added: “If a mine

' will have an ISO certification,
14001, it will mean that its
. basic operation will be at par
with international standards.”
. Excited at the idea of the ex-
istence of such an audit the
Secretary-designate then took
‘the microphone said these
words: “ISO 14001 is just an-
other way of saying respon-
sible mining. If you are really
really responsible, like really
responsible, then you have to
have the highest standards and

the standards we want fof our.

.. beloved country is ISO 14001.”

do that. That’s the law. That's
what the President said. You
follow the law.”

But then she had a big prob-
lem. You see when then-Sec-
retary Ramon Paje  required
mining operations to get ISO
certified, they did. They un-
derwent one full year of rigid
audit based on “the highest”
standards.

And, what do you know, they
passed.

The Madam must have been
horrified!

Overnight, 1014001 was no
longer enough. There was to
be a new audit. To be conduct-
ed by locals - including anti
mining NGOs - using a standard
or standards only God or Bud-
dha knows. It is this audit that
_has now become the basis for

It is this audit that has now left
hundreds of thousands of poor
Filipinos in limbo.

An audit conducted over
four days.

Think about it- .the ISO certifi-
cation required a year-long audit
by an interngtional organization.
The Madam Audit was conduct-
ed over four days by an audit

. team with anti mining NGOs.

Waco.

i That's no Joan of Arc if you
- ask me. That's the Inquisition.
Now to make my CV......

She even added “They have to |

the closures and suspensions. |
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PATULQY
na napapanot
ang | mga
 kabundukan,
natitibag ang
mga burol, da-
hilig, lambak
at maging ka--
patagan at hi-
git sa lahat ay

- q.‘*‘.‘

' CRISA. IBON

nagbubuwis pa ng buhay ang ‘mga mamamayan dahilan sa

.ibat-ibang uri ng delubyong likha ng pagkawasak ng ka-

- likasan af,sa pagkalason mula sa mga kellni‘kong gamit sa

ilegal at thaging sa government fegulated’sa pagmimina, -
Ito ang mukha ng marami at malalaking kabundukan at

mga kanayunai sa CALABARZONIalo na s= lalawigan
ng Batangas na.nauna.nang pinagpistahan ng.mga
mamamahayag sa panaliong 'kumikilos ang noon ay diting
ordinaryong cancerned environmentalist

Secretary Gina P. Lopez. e R

-81 Madam Secretary ay nangurta para’labanan noon ang
mapamerwisyo bagamat governnient-tegulated mining 33
bayan ng Lobo kasama ang relihiyosong sektor, ngunit
" kapuna-punang hindj namarn, ingksyunan nina Lopez at
ng mga, kasama nitong grupd ang operasyon ng mgd jlega].
na pagmimina sd kamignog na bayan ng_Taysan. "+

Naisip tuloy ng mga taga-Batangas na nggpakitang gilas
lamang si-Madam Lopez ! 1
mileages ang kanyang adbokasya pard'sa kalikasan, mapag-
usapan ito ng husto at mapuna ng mga namiminuno sa
pamahalaan,

Hindi naman ‘nagkamali nj pagtatayd dng mgi ‘na-

e ——

SIKRETA PR o

" “kararami na ang hakbang

~ ngayon ay,

Department of Environment and Natural Resources, " *pinde ni Lopez ang opcrasyon at ang mga ito ay

upang magkaroon ng media ’

ni Lopez ay pangtawdg pansin
lamang pagkat nahirang nga:jtong DENR Sec elary ng
administrasyon ni, Pangulong Rodrigo “Digong™ Duterte,,

Sa awa ng Diyes, jlang buwan nang nakapwesto;si Lo-

pez ngunit tuloy pa rin ang mapaminsalang’ pagnjimina at
maging ang government spenséred mining sa ayan fig
Lobo, gayundin ang katualad nitong mga aktibidad sa’

kanugnog na bayan ng Taysan, Balayan, Calac
gan, Nasugbu, Mabini at maging sa Batangas City:atbpa.
Sa quarry operations sa

ng Taysan iniudlat na dati_nang humahakot daw ng

Calata-:,

Brgy. S8an Marceling 5a.bayan

.panambak ang First Balfour, ang kompanyang is3 sa mga

sa Port Construction Project sa Batangas City. N

« . Baka naman Kaya hindi nga ito inaaksytunan nj' Madam
Gina, toloo
lang naman?

".-pag-aari ng mga Lopez at nagsusupply nito {pahambak) '’

po ba ito mam, hek,hek, hek, nag atanong -

Sa pihakahuliﬁg kaganapan naman_‘ay‘ huay 2 mmmg

,.fitms ang sinasabi sa ulat na paipasara o kaya ay.

2 mga

ldlawigan ng Benguet, Bulacan; Zambales, Homonhon, .

Dinagat Island at Surigao del Norte.

.operasyon sa lalawigan ng Batangas ay. walang naipasa~

rard o naipapalintp,ang operasyon ng DENR sa-j
. pamamahaia ni Lopez, . .. .. . R
. "Kung papalarin ng SIKRTEA at makikipaglili

lamang sa atin atig” Batangas Provincial Envirgnment

ng Mmga mining firms na ito; bila
wala pa ding Environmental Compliance Certificat¢ (ECC)

Offices (PENROY. ay ‘iifa-isafiin natin ang mga’ p fighlan -
nakalalamang ang 'bilang ay

_mula sa DENR para mag-operale ng mining at q artying-

~.“Ngunit kahit isa man lamiang sa himigit-kumjling ay
" may 50 minahan at quarry,-karamihan nito ay: illegal ang

alim ng

L (TR
lingan

‘sa_la'alawigan ng Batangas.sa - - -‘-‘A,ngfinga kafga i‘pn—té}ig-j;etrolyo at liquefied pétro‘--_

jating mga susunod na i Jelm
; koluni, abangan.. .. .. - She )
. REKLAMO VS PAIHIAN. "Ry Fliorez at Nan ¥
.. 'NINA NANAY LOLIT AT ikinakanta-na bil

- ROY SAPADREARCIA *
o “NAPAKALAKI daw pal¥
t.ng -lingguhang ‘ttimbre™ £si Roy at ng Reyna_fig
s78Ng tinatanggap ng opisina  anakan pa mandin
. ni Padre Garcia, Police

buriki n

gas (Ipg) ng mga tanker trucks at capsule mula sa
Shell Refinery, Batg gas City ‘ay doon ipinasisipsip nina,
Lolit sa ndsabing barangay.
kan s daw ni Padre Garcia Mayor Micha<!
“ el Angelo‘Rivera di'isang alias Nonit at ang sidekick :
=nitong si Kap Tisoyldang: godfathers ng mga buriki king ‘na
a si Nanay Lolit na-kamag-,
) ddw ni Mayor Rivera, naku polll .
v oKaya naman palg hindi matinag ang. operasyon ng mga

!

- Chief, Sr. Inspector Fernan-. . itore,Batarigas PNP Provincial Commander, SSupt, Le-,

L

. do Fernando mula sa oper- * '6pql,dd ‘Cabanag, talh:
| ators ng magnananakaw ng’ . Kirsmidan, may nagbhbalita
petroleum  products -na * TA na may- Plip 20K kada
‘nagkukuia sa Brey, Bawi, '
bayan ng Padre Garcia, Ba--

- Para sa
s tangas, .

-po'lang ‘ninyo sir ang yong pa-!

kasina ating mga KASIKRE-!
weekly na kinokolekta ‘ang!

- ‘mga kolekior para a-Iyong pangalan? ‘
komento: Cphk 09174949733, emuil; :
~-'eris .ibon@yahoo.com .. -

s
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By JoNaTHAN L. MAYUGA vajonlmayuga.

HE Department of Environment

and Natural Resources

(DENR) and the Laguna Lake
Development Authority (LLDA) are
eyeing to tap various stakeholders within
the Laguna de Bay region to help revive
the country’s largest freshwater lake.

Envirenment Undersecretary
ArturoT. Valdez, also the National
Anti-Environmental Crime Task
Force (NAECTF) head, said reviv-
ing the lake to make it productive
once more begins with clearing
the lake of illegal fish pens and
fish cages. He said the ambitious
target to clear the lake’s surface
by June 2017 is possible only with
the help of various stakeholders,

Disappointed by the progress
of the ongoing demolition of the
illegal structures in Laguna de
Bay, which started on January
26, the official said they are
now looking at tapping people
living in communities near the
Laguna de Bay. °

He said the DENR and LLDA,
led by newly appointed General
Manager Jaime Medina, willmeet
this'week to work out a plan that
will kasten the on-going demoli-
tion of fish pens and fish cages
within the Laguna de Bay.

Medina, who took over as gen-

“eral managerof the LLDA on Mon-
day last week, said they target to
clear the lake's 2,000 hectares by
the end of year.

2,000 ha

The area of Laguna de
Bay that the Laguna Lake
Development Authority is

~ targeting to clear

Valdez said that, while LLDA's
target is realistic, the NAECTF’s
gealisto clearthelake of )l illegal
fish pens and cages by June 2017,

“It, [demolition] is too slow.
I 'am disappointed. We need to
[hasten] the demolition to meet
our target to clear [the lake of}
allillegal structures by June this
year,” Valdez said, ]

He said the demolition crew
has been removing fish pens and
fish cages since January 26, byt
said the job will be a lot faster
with small fishermen helping in
the operation. According to the
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (BFAR) data, there are
28,678 repistered fishermen who
regularlycatch fishwithin Laguna

de Bay as of 20186,

During the first day of the dis-
mantling of illegal structures, the
LLDA was able to remove two fish
pensonly, effectively clearing 100
hectares of the lake’s surface,

“We still need to the meet [Mq-
dina] to work things out. But defi-
nitely, fishermen who will take
part will receive something foF
helping demolish fish pens and
fish cages,” Valdez said.

He also said he has also
reached out to at least five hish-
ops in the dioceses around the
Laguna de Bay region to helﬁ
accomplish the task.

Valdez said the only way to
revive the Laguna de Ray is by
stopping the operation of fish
pens and fish cages. That way,
he said, small fishermen would
have more areas to cover to fish.

“If the community will help us,
thedemolitionwiIlbealotfaster,”
he said. He added thatabandoned
fish cages and fish pens would be
the first to go.

Valdez said operators of fish
cages and fish pens are welcome
to voluntarily demolish their
fish pens and fish cages after
harvesting their stocks, He,
however, warned that all fish-
cage operations must abide by
the fish-cage operation mora-
torium ordered by Environment
Secretary Regina Paz L, Lopesz.

The Laguna de Bay, the coun-
try's largest freshwater lake,
is also the biggest aquaculture
hub in the country, with aver
13,000 hectares of its 90,000
hectares surfacearea being uti-
lized toraise bangus (Millk fish)

‘reviye

and tilapia.
The estimated annual fish
output from fish-cage and fish-

/

S

cor
{MT), actw.
Statistics A}th y
istwice the 36,185 .
caughtinopenwaters durn,,,
same period. ™~
Most bangus and tilapia sup-
pliesin thelocal market in Metro
Manila and around the Laguna
de Bay came from the bay, fan-
ning fears that the price of the
twomostcommon and affordable
fish in the market will go up in
the ensuing months as supply
might go down. The number of
fish cages and fish pens within
the Laguna de Bay swelled since
the 19705 because of its popular-
ity among businessmen, who took
advantage of the government’s
policy to promote food security.
According 1o LLDA, only mu-

" nicipal fishing is allowed in La-

guna de Bay, but commercial fish-
ingindeepsea, where the depthis
beyond 7 meters, is also allowed,

Last December, taking the cue
from President Duterte, Lopez
ordered a one-year moratorium
in the building of fish pens and
fish cages in the area, Since last
December, the DENR has not ra-
newed the permits of fish-cage

~ "and fish-pen operators, making

the operation illegal.

This effectively stopped the
operation of 223 fishing compa-
nies, 14 cooperatives and 117 in-
dividuals with permits to operate
prior to the moratorium,

TheDENR, through the NAECTF
chief, vowed to spare fish traps, or
bakiad, built by small fisherrmen to
boost their daily fish catch, How-
ever, Valdez said he would have
to meet with baklad operators for
regulatory purposes.

T ——— — . e —
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Zayba :s mayor charged for notissuing business ;
State prosecutors have formally charged a Zambales mayorbe-
fore the Sandiganbayan for refusing to issue a business permiit’
.to two mining firms in 2013, eVEN as they complied with the re- |
quirements. Santa Cruz Mayor Luisito Marty faces two counts |
of violating the Anti-Graft and Corrupt Practices Actandonel |
count of usurpation of legisiative powers under the Revised Pe- '.
nal Code. Marty allegedly had no legal basis in refusing to grant
a business permit to DMCI's Zambales Diversified Metals Cotp.
as well as Zambales Chromite Mining Company Inc. in April;~.|
2011, according tothe Ombudsman, His actions allegedl')‘r'cé.‘u;iéd
undue injury to the two firms, which were prevented from -
ducting operations in the area, -ViNcE FNONATO. [ .:
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Exchange is expected to remain volatﬂe

'TRADING at the Pthrppme Stock

this week, as investors watch the new
policies of US President Donald Trump
and weigh the impaect of the Environment
Department’s closure and suspension orders
agamst 28 mining compames

B Analysts said investors would

likely focus on political develop-
ments overseas, particularly on
how' Trump would address US
economic growth through his fis-
cal expenditure program and oth-
er matters that could affect trade
and fund flows,

- “Palitical headlmes are likely
to drive events this ‘week, espe-

N

c1aIly seque'l' pronouncements
from VS President . Trump,”
2TradeAsia.com said.

" Analysts said on the domestic
front, investors would monitor
developments in the mining sec-
tor as the closure and suspension
orders against mining companies
were expected  to ‘have a sig-

- nificant lmpact on employment

'numbers and forergn dlre
vestments . _
 Trading’ rs expected with
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range of 7,000 to 7,400 points
week, analysts said. L

The Philippine Stock Exc ange
index, the 30-company benchimark,
dropped 1.5 percent last vy .k to
close at. 7,226.70 on Feb. 3, & hile

the broader all-share index | went h

down 0. 9 percent to 4,375.03 S
All. major sub-indices

in the red, led by mining and oil .

after the, Environment ' Depart- |

index which plunged 2.3 p%reent

ment 1ssued closure and. suspen-

sion orders agamst a number of

mining firms.
- Holdings firms also dipped 2.2

percent while services and prop- -

erty went down 1.7 percent’
0.4 percent, respectively.
- Foreign . investors were

_z‘md
3 het

§ [

selters last week by. P674 mrl-

lion, while average daily turnover

declined to P5.2 biilion from the
previous week’s average of P6 2
billion.

Top gainers last week were Pth-
ippine Realty and Holdings Corp.
which. surged 65 percent to P0.66,.
Arnthaland Corp. which -jumped
45.6 percent to P1.15 and Phoenix
Petroleum Philippines Inc, which
advanced 14 percent to P6.83.

- Heavy losers were mostly mio-
ing firms that were affected by the
closure and suspension orders by
thie Environment Department.

. Marcventures Holdings Inc.
and Global Ferronickel Holdings
Inc. Tequested for voluntary Jtrad*
ing halt on their shares last week
as they sought additional fiifor-
mation about the orders issued by
the Envrronment Department
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{The. local snock barometer iSic ¢ . ﬁrst half Y Ravelas said. : :
‘remain Jackluster:this Wweek _Trump’s policies whi lé:Jocal in- - Jose Mari Lacson, head of
-dwalting fresh leads such as thi ,vestors monitored th‘%?Depart- research at ATR Assét Manages:
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Biodiversity office calls:

Protect Tanon Strait

HE Department of Environment and
TNatural Resources {DENR}, through
N its Blodiversity Management Bureau
(BMB}, called for the protection of Tafion
Strait against commerclal fishers, and
emphasized that overfishing could lead to
ecosystem collapse.
. “We belfeve that commercial fishing
in an unsustainable manner is one of the
major threats to our marine environment.
Overfishing, as one of the many negative
environmental consequences, is a primary
cause of species extinction and ecosystem
collapse,” DENR-BMB Director Mundita 6.
Lim said in a letter addressed to Oceana.
The bureau expressed concern over the
proposed moratorium ancommercial fishing
ban in the Taiion Strait Protected Seascape,
one of the largest marine protected areas in
the Pkilippines.
Some local government officials in
Cebu initiated the proposal, which, if

approved, will aflow commercial fishing

within municipal waters, beginning at 10.1
kilometers from the coast.
Municipal waters include blalogically
important near-shore areas, where
margroves, seagrass and coral reafs
thrive. Near-shore areas serve as
the nesting and breeding ground for
fish and other marine organisms.
"As managers of the seascape, our
positions and decisions will always
consider sustainable management of
the area, wherein the overall health of
the vulnerable marine resources should
not be jeopardized and the community
benefits will be ensured,” Lim said.
Tafion Straitisacritical marine habitat
and important migratory path for 14 of
the 27 species of whales and delphins in
the Philippines. It boasts of at least 90

species of fish, 20 speciesofcrustaceans; .

26 species of mangroves and 18,830
liectares of coral reef,

The rare chambered nautilus, giant
diamend-backed squid and ¢ritically
endangered dugeng can also be found in
its waters. 1t is also a rich fishing ground
for artisanal or municipal fishers who live
along the coastal areas within the 42 cities
and municipalities in the provinces of Cebu,
Negros Oriental and Negros Occidental.

“Oceana is firm in its stand that
commercial-fishing activity is prohiblted in
marlne protected areas. It Is clearly defined
in the Natfonal Integrated Protected Area
System [Mipas] Act, inthe Amended Fisheries

B3

Code, and supported by the Tafien Strait
General Management Plan,” said Jawyer
Gloria Estenzo Ramos, vice president for
Oceana Philippines. - .

Rames said commercial fishers continug
1o enter and Hlegally fish in municipal
waters in a lop-sided competition with the
municipal fisherfolk for the declining fish
stock—marginalizing them further, the
fisherfolk belng among the poorest of the
poar in the Philippines,

“Allowing the commercial fishing
activity s not only unlawful, it alse
violates and is, in fact, an abdication of
the mandates of the various agencies,
including local government units {LGUs),
of the shared responsibility to maintain a
healthful and balanced ecology, protect
our marine wealth and ensure that the
tivelthood of our suffering small fisherfalk
wiltnothelimpaired further,”Ramos added.

The DENR-BMB also echoed the need
to give preferentlal access to municipal
fisherfolk, whe are allowed to use passive or
nondestructive fishing gears—such as hook
and lines, fish traps and crab pots—within
municipal waters and consider Tafion Strait
their fishing areas for decades.

“The marginalized fishermen should be ‘

given preferential access to thelr traditionaf
fishing grounds and should nat be limited
by the technological capacities of the
commercial fishers,” Lim said,

She alse said the DENR-BMB, through
the Protected Area Office {PAD} of Tadion
Strait, would dosely coordinate with LGUs
to address the Issue on commercial fishing.

The PAO of Tafion Stralt, along with
LaUs, fisheries bureau and other national
enforcement agences, are collaborating
in the seaborne patrol operations and
apprehension of commercial fishers as
part-ofthe strengthened enforcement
measures td deter illegal and destructive
fishing within the protected seascape.

The Department of Agriculture (DA),
likewise, is strengthening the fight
against illegal fishing. Agriculture
Secretary Emmanuel F. Pfiol committed
to recommend to President Duterte the
suspensian of lacal government officials
who fail to stop illegal fishing in their
areas withln six manths,

Duterte will award the country’s
outstanding coastal communities, which
search the DA launched last year. it includes
asuccessful campaign against Tlegal fishing
among the riteria.
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. datu, Sitio Lahac,
. bird was found, alr
. part of Mt. Busa, a

ooo hectares, straddlmg th ;
+"towns of Klamba, Mai é\nd}:‘j

. t%;;::ld it showe . th '

P otect Mt. Busa,’ ho
'eagle and ‘other " ¢
- sphties. . T

R¥mos, municipal information

. _gltit release.

e%glet,

the conﬁnes ‘of 'its cage

 CoWhien itwas timé to' release-"fi i mto the wﬂd
‘ Smnga.m Pride, the: bird: ]ust -
-stayed In-its cage for atleast 15

nﬁnutes, according W Beth - '
officer who witnessed- the ea- :,
“wAThe bird, estimated to be @

ar old and technically still an.
had to be coaxed to !

later,
isappeared

Bird's ordeal

* Sarangani ‘Pride: had been : gy
wounded-and found limpingon |-
Jan. 2 by a farmer, who report- |
- ed his dIscovery to local offi-

cials.

The offimals unmedlately_"
called for. help from the Ph1hp- .
‘pine Eagle Center (PEC) m;
- Davio City; whlch sent veteri- i !
_parians over.. - . - o
L The vets found the bird o
ve erely dehydrated and mal-
“Inglirished.” X
ia tre showed q.? pellet embedded 1n e
yeand tayln’gl&lts’;stomach 0

‘X-ray . results:

PEC vets found the wound

- gles and the env1ronmerx;%
vador said. - o i
S "(The  local go._. rnment

shoiild dlso) show that \

endangered spectes such as:
['con- tarsiers, wild deer, pigs, Nor-
s keys, bats and civets; thrive.
Despite reports of rampant
illegal logging, the presence of
.. an eagle showed a thriving
“wildlife here, said Mayor
“Alexander Reganit.
. “This only proves’ that Mal-
tum still has a thick forest: that:
’ we ought to preserve and:pro-
ntal' . tect,” Reganit said. —ALAN

ditiohs,” , Salvador sai
basically doing okay.” *
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~ " Pioneer helps restore re
‘plant mangrovés in’Hundrec

"A-diver carries coral fragments for transplantation.
he Pionéer Adhesives Foundation Inc. (PAF!/
The Pioneer Foundation) recéntly'pattnered
J with Alaminos City in Pangasifian, to. bring
© A, fits envirchmental campaign, “Our Earth, Our
" Responsibility” t6 The Hundred Islands. .
... The collaboration, d threé-day event ¢omprising
i underwater coral transplantation and mangrove
; planting activities, is in paitfiership with the Départment
of Science and Technoelogy—Philippine Council for
* Agriculture, Aquatic and Natural Resources Research
and Development and the Pangasinari Staté University.
. The campatigibegani‘vith PAFI's project enititled Reef
Fix, or what the foundation calls its coral restoration
. program. Reef Fix aims to support and strengthen Jocal -
‘reef rehabilitation efforts through coral transplantation
with the use of the product Pioneer Epoxy Clay Aqua.
-7 Atofal of 30 certified scuba divers'descended into
. the water off Mayor’s Island at the Hundred Islands
National Park Iast Déc. 13 to begin coral fransplantation.
Each member of five teanis had a task to. accomplish
- whileunderwaer, such'as brushing the hard substrate n
. {rock), hammering concrete nails, attaching coral thefoundation also donated tw:
* fragmenits to'the nails via cable ties, and applying powered Tighits to help mark'th
' Pioneer Epoxy Clay ‘Aqua to the base of each fragment site and thenearby coral nursgry..]
" to secure it to the hard substrate. T buoys help prevent the destriictior
. Propet execution of each step i3 essential to the by anchors dropping into t
© survival of the fransplanted corals, and through great corals. .- Co et
underwatereffidiency, the téAms were ablé'td transplant vity ‘are
m: app;oWatdy;ZﬁﬁO&cor@l.-ﬁg@glﬁﬁnts tothereefwithan- . m@rl,t_aﬁ,
. -+ average-divedime of overonehour. | ¢ % T o Apalgt spons O
| Thefollowing da, a team of almost 1,000 volunteers _, Climal o is a globalproblem; but PAFI firmly
. dispersed to assignedlgeations to plant 10.mangrove - b& i th individyal e gainst it brings -
. propagules eachk v .the' rid 6f the day,10;000ahangrove ] hier: pli inan is the'third
_propagules were planted in five different locations:  lo paigh has' and PAFI is-eaged
three Coastal barangays and two islands within the to bringitto other parts of the country, oA
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We're not sayi
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- at what wed
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HiLE pursulng the strict
implementation of Repubhc
Act (RA) 9003, or the

Ecological Solid Waste Management
'Act of 2000, the government is also - -
looking at a quick-fix solution—by
‘converting garbage into energy—to

address the looming garbage and energ}kr‘

Crisis in the Phlllppmes. R IR

Environmental groups, how-
ever, said the waste-to-energy
(WTE) scheme i is not the way to
.go. They said WTE would nieither
, address the environmental and
' health problems caused by gar-
. bage, nor will it prov e, sustain-
;able energy suppl
hydroelectrlc power..

‘With its populatlon of &05
million, the Philippines produc-
+eg 40,000 tons of garbage a day,
j'equivalent to 14.6'million toris of
garbage ayear,..

With the huge volume of gar-
bage produced every day and'the
!farlure of concerned local gov-
lernment uhits (LGUs) to enforce

]RA 9003, a seriiof official of the.

: Department of Env1ronment and
! Natural Resources (DENR) consid-
| ers garbage as potential sburce of
- methane’ fuel-or electr1c1ty usmg
various WTE technol6gies. |
While env1ronmenta1advocates
are strongly opposed to, WTE,

the DENR and the.‘Nafional Solid

Waste Management Comm1ss1on
‘ (NSWMC), through its secretanat
. are finding a common ground to
avoid conflict, part1cular1y on the

usé of wasté mcfnerators whlchls‘ _
prohibited under RA 8749 or the

: Clean Air Act. S

PHL-Japan WTE partnershlp
- AS early as October 2016, DENR
“officials, IedbyUndersecretaryfor
* Foreign Assisted and. Special Proj-
ects Jonas Leonesand counterpart
-+ officials from the Japanese’gov-
ernment, were. drscussrng the po-
tential of WTE in the Ph1113p1nes

e sola‘r or .

Duringavisitinthe: Philippines
. last November, Japan’s Ministry
ofEnvrronment ledbyShlgemoto
Kajihara, vice ministet for global
environmental affairs, met with
Leories to strengthen the strate-
gic partnership between the two
countries on waste management,
especrally on WTE.

The two countries are eye- -

~ ing Quezon City and Davao City
as potential pilot sites. They are
. mulhng over to start this year at
leasst’ eight more similar projects
in ‘various parts of the country.,
The partnership involves
support from Japan cities-and
prwate compames

jndmg a common ground,

b1ggesthurdle in thé implementa-

" tion: of WTE projects, officials of

" the DENR and NSWM%C"b‘ kir
i ,‘TE“1nsxsted that pots T
&) atmn, arebadandwxlf use “aciél

":They ‘also 1n31sted that there

5 the use of incineration is the

) nolo

”are now ‘advance WTE technolo— -

~ gies that do not require" the use
of i 1nc1nerators v

that thetechnologywﬂl not use‘

‘? wasté incinerators,

e
As long as it is not lncrnera— .

tron, because that [mcmerators}

_pollute. But there are [advance]

technologles, Lopezaid;;. N

: Chuck Baclagon of350: org sald

"as long as WTE will not involve -

,'.

..tor hlme Anation, hydrolysrs, :'

" gy NS
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combustlon oF mcmeratmn tech-

- the | government ‘and his ’ IC r
}wrll find 4 commos ground
'said that for 350.0rg; the:
anae oblcbmchgestlon -type tech-
nology is. acceptable. ‘
T e technology uses micro- ot~
ganis ! s to hasten decomposrtron
toall ywfaster recovery or harvest !
of me thane :
' “Ifhas no émission ‘unlike in--

grou

* ciner 1t10n," he said. While passi

onaté: about waste rediiction .
thrOL gh recycling, Lopez added
that, if properly implemented,
WTE Has the potential to address

.the country s garbage problem.

Lopezrecentlyordered Quezon
City Mayor Herbert Bautista and
Cebu(_1tyMayorTomasOsmenato s
permanentlyclose their respectwe
cit.ys sanitary landfills to prévent
waterjpollution.

. The Payatas Sanitary Land-

fill isineat the La Mesa Water- - .
shed,|where water from Angat
and- Ipo dams are stored for '
treatment before distribution -
as tapiwater for 12 million

peopl lwmg in Metro Manila.

"Sityatediin a reclaimed area,
the Inayawan ‘Sanitary Landflll 3
in Cebu City was the subject of ; :
a Coutt of; Appeals Special 19th
D1V1s1n closure order. 3

A l' : gl the WTE technologres i
et nzder,the gu1dehne are ;

yroly ic; g sification, pIasmaand
ermal processes ‘

)—3
=
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S
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o
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=
N
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o -
qg
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=W
=)
-
=
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3 ators “There are a |
waste- to- energytech- ‘

R nologlsl that we ‘can adopt to

reduce GHG [greenhouse gases]
and copivert garbage into ener- '
A C‘Executwe Director"
Ely ild : fonso ‘said. :
“'On'fha othér. hand, Leones; a
- lawyer,isaid thereis alreadyalegal -
.basis fofithe application of WTE, -
“even w 'the use of incineratos.
Cltrrig the case of Metropah—




Cov'k. ﬂrcwn @rawe o/lmeh o lA/

T '|| '\. '_ { 2t 1\4v- :1,,‘|
- tan’ l\/Icmz X Ig pyﬁ&nt Authar:ty
‘”(MMDA) E..'Ja'@om nvzronmental‘

" Corp. (SC), wherein the Supreme..

, Court said “not all- ).ncmeratmn

violate the law,” Leones had in-’
s1sted that not.all- 1ncmerat10n
- technology is 1llegal ;

. “Incineration [technology] that
complles w1th emission standard”
is allowed,” Leones said.

Headded that overthe years,”

~ the DENR has been: investing
.+ on capacity-building by train-*
... ing Environment Management-,

N Bureau (EMB) employees in the:

use of the most soph1st1cated

"laboratory equipment to mea- .

‘sure dioxin and furans.
The: d1oxms/furans labora-:

rently being.calibrated and will"
.be ready for use by March, Paeng
Lopez of Campaigner for Healthy .
Energy Initiative of Health Care.
Without Harm Asia;a member of
StopWTEAlhance debunkedthe
-claims of the DENR and NSWMC -
that thereisa SC order “légaliz-

o R
ones hkened‘ﬂAlN

cause it will not only-address the

- garbage problem it will also help

- “energize” the country and lessen

. :the country’s dependence on coal-

. fired power plants.

Ildelfonso said the govern-

. tnenthas been relentless in push-

ing for the implementation of the

~ garbage law, but with little very

l1ttle success.
He'sald proper waste segrega-
tion; recycling and’ composting

"’ has the potential of reducing-

y ‘tory at the DENR-EMB is cur--

- ing” incinerators in the applica- . '

* tion of WTE technolog1es

Lopez ‘said Leones and Ildel-

.. fono use WTEs and incinerators

‘to “leg1t1m1ze waste burning.”
Quotmg the SC order regard—
1ng ‘the case' MMDA v.-JanCom,::

‘ Lopez said Sectlon 20 .does not

' mterchangeably Hesaidthe WTE.
.. guidelinewas approved in a haste .

- ahsolutely’ prohibit incineration "’
as amode of waste disposal; rath- .-

‘ef, only-these burnirig processes

~which em1t pmsonous and. tox1c -

- fumes aré Bannéd; .
CMTET Femember:

World Hea;lth Organ ation US

nt Protectmn RITE
e

EPA [Envzro (-
Agency] and: EU cons1der avery
WTEburn process that NSWMC
peddles such as pyi
- cation,and plasma

Cy as waste:

1nc1nerat1on The,re isno waste =

< burning process: anywhere in:
~ithe world: that does. not abso—

is; gas1f1- b »

waste by 75 percent; leaving 25
percent residual waste. On the
other hand, WTE, which uses
incineration; he:said, can elimi-
nate garbage by upto 95 percent

Poonmplementatlon,‘ :
law enforcement

;NEVERTHELESS 'the NSWMC'

: ;:.15 not giving up on'its mandate
. _to oversee the 1mp1ementat10n

lutely emit poisonous and toxic

fumes,” he said.

i - Silver bullet’

WITH the fa11ure of most LGUs
to fully ‘enforce the solid waste

‘ managementlaw,'[.eones andlldel-’

fonso are one in saying that WTE
is the country’s best option‘to ad-

dress the looming garbage crisis.

, gest that WTE is :

of RA 9003,

‘Lastyearatotal of 600 local of-"-

f1c1als from 50 LGUs were slapped
with criminal and adm1n1strat1ve

in their respective localities.’
* Around 3,000 local’ off1c1als

‘belonging to 300 LGUs failed, to ? .

enforce the law are facing the:
same fate. Most:of those facing

A charges also failed in proper ,
* waste collection, segregation, "~ "
.-.recyclmg and d1sposal Tldel--

fono said uncollected wastes

’ :are gither burned:in backyards, |

dumped in vacant,.ilot and

arba ,.,g eptawa
:_.d.t,ir?_i‘-ng floods, cloggingeste:

and rwers in the pr

garbage problem.

“There are many WTE] propo- '

" nents comingin. Thisis alarmmg

During the Zero Waste Month cel-

_-ebration, we weré told that somie .
_(_"jWTE companies were' there, and

" éven: had booths, she sa1d{ ¥

r*"

* Real Solution 2
WASTE and pollut1on watchdogs

Aol s;gfhﬁ?
Ttmg two birds with.s one ‘stone”be- .

ﬂ
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opplosed to|WTB and AblgaﬁAgu-
G "enpeaqe stoxicand waste
) gner, expressed alarm.

' segtegation, recycling“and com-

‘posting will address the garbage

-.problem,” Aguilar said.

. he insisted that the DENR, -

UPPER HAKE

: NSWMC and LGUs should en-.
. forde Republic Act 9003 to the,

-letterand the problem on waste

' .wﬂ go away.

‘member of Stop WTE Alllance

" agr ed with Aguilar that WTE is -
- notthesolution or the silverbullet

tha Iw1ll kill the-monster created

. by iman apathy.

Ne cannot winour perpetual

" bat le w1th trash unless we tem-
- pex fhe sinister buy-and-throw- ,

LS

b

awa y ‘culture in our midst, WTE--3
‘technologies that burn resourc- -
vhich are better fecycled in.

‘a nontoxic way, will only.lead to

 the further exploitation of the

“eco ystems ‘and the generatlon‘

of Tore waste to keep these fa-

- cilities profitably running,” the

-complaint by the Office of the Om.. - -
.budsman for failing to enforce RA
'9003, mostly for fallmg to close
- ‘opendumpsand controlled dumps

Lot

‘wast

Sto WTE Alliance said.

guidelines. for the establish-
‘ment and operation of WTE

stead, have sustainable zero:

tecl{nologms repealed and, in-

strategies mainstreamed.
‘C 1t1ng “the opinion of environ-,
tal scientist Dr. Jorge Em-
aniel, adjunct professor at Sil-,
} Un1ver31ty, .the alliance be-

y and clean pro-

A ductlon to-pr‘event and reduce
garlia_ge volume and toxicity.
I oo
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1

Carbon
emission -
tax eyed

By Rlo Araja :

A CONGRESSMAN from Bi- -
col reglon is batting for the
_ passage of a climate tax -on'
. carbon "dioxide emission from
electnclty under his proposed ,
. “Piso Para sa Kalikasan Act”
P - Camarines Sur Rep: LUIS .
‘Ray Vlllafuerte seeks to im- 4
-pose a tax of P1 for every kilo
_of CO2 emission on'the ‘month-
1y powér bills of resndentlal or
-household consumers.. "’ ‘
Villafiierte, House committee: |;
‘on appropriations v1ce chair:.-
man, said the proceeds; .of House |:
CBill Jo. 4939, if passed would | |
‘be,used| exclusively : for pros |-
; grams ¢ des1gned to help the most
vulnerable communities ‘better-. |
. adapt to erratic weather patterns -
. “and’ othér disastrous eﬁ'ects of
'global warming. o
A consumer shall be exempt
from-the payment of the’ cli-
mate tax if the monthly’ con- -
_sumption would not exceed 60 -
- kilowatt Tours or if the power -
is’ generated from reue.wable :
energy sources, he said. ~
“This 'bill’s purpoge is two- .
pgqnged Generating revgnues-
nanﬁd at the same timg, c1:1{9':!8,}: .
: andpreserve the env1rpnment’) T R
. he said, “The bill is the first of . T e
its kind in the country K v
- Proceeds of the fund shiall also
be used to explore, altematwe' .
l and cleaner sources: of -energy;. |
prewde better public transpor- .|
" tation and raise, climate change 1
‘I awareness, he added. . .-
_The. Philippines .is “ground
zero for climate disaster” and
‘has, been classified by the |
- World Bank as one of the couri~
tries most vulnerable tor natu-
ral disasters ¢ caused by climate
_change, the Camarmes _Sur
lawmaker said. T

P L e ——————
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- Better health.a mustgtobcop W

" climate change, kids to

1
"t
s

»

ne chilly January - 3
morning, the classrooms
of the General Roxas
Elementary School
in Quezon City was abuzz with
the chitter-chatter.of nearly 100
students, discussing ideas and
'listening to WWE-Philippines
- national ambassadcors Marc Nelson,
Rovilson Fernandez plus a team
of environmental éducators from
- WWE-Philippines and Pascual
Laboratories. . BN ,
The duo recently participated .
in WWF and Pascual Labaratoriés’
- SEED (Sowing to Empower, Educate
and Develop) Program, which aims
. to enhance local commuhities’
" resilience to climaté change by
eliminating diseases and switd*linﬁ
- to healthier lifestyles throug
" proper diet, exercise, vitamins and
‘good hygiene. ... ¢
For the past. five years, the
~program has taught thousands of
elementary school students about
the vital link between climzte change
and health. Health conditions and
diseases like asthma, heafstroke,
leptospirosis, typhoid fever, cholera
and so forth are spurred by climate
‘change. -
* “Flogds caused by rains or the
incessant summer heat can drive up
incidences of leptospirosis or-heat
stroke,” explains WWE-PHilippines
environmental educator Dino
“Calderdh. “By simply washing our
hands or remenibering to hiydrate
before we go out of our homes, we
* can bolster our resilience to climate
. change.. Our aim. is simple — to
- promote better health via a better
environment.” . .., .
- Theeducation sessions were held
‘for nearly 200 ‘grade schoolers and
- parerits from the General Roxas
. Elementary School. .
. Pascual Ldboratonigs” Mia
: Pascual-Cenzon added, “We cannot .
“overemphasize the role of education
‘in improving people’s lives. We are &

ia{ L.aboratofies teacher
. 3 5, the SEED program,
y 3 'which since ;2012 has been building
& . healthy, te-resilient Pinoy
- communities. WWF-Philippines

' | education program

ui

i
_very vulniérable to climate change. ' 1
By educating the next generation T

of kids, we can inculcate the right [F-Philippines; national . .
values to allow th'em};lto adapt and | ‘:ﬁg&;@gdgz l:an\?irlc gglggl: glp(li’:; i
help stop, climate change. We've : Phato) an son: ndez 4
elp stop, climate change. e va (above) encourage cl;nildre,?'l, to

been doing thjs for five years and e b
. we hope i'ia‘gg g partnership will - h-to hea“h',?,,!gi_@!fG-ﬁt‘Vl.e_s; :
have an impact 6ri thelives:of our through' proper diet, 9"9""'?91 o
students.” . - vitamins and goqd hygiene;—#. .

e -
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'Lawmaker urges
'DENR chiefto - -
‘probe ex-official

A lawmaker has urged Department of Environiment and }:famral '

Resources (DENR) Secretary Regina Lopez.to investigate former- .
| Undersecretary Leo Jasareno for alleged comuption in the depart-
ment. - :

. 'Inastatement, Rep. Robert Barbers of Surigao del Norte (20d . ;
* District) Barbers accused Jasareno, forrrier head of the DENRS ' '
. Mines and Geoscieice Burea (MGB), of being ‘comupt” "
" He daimed that thie former bureau chief had beeri dismissed - E
by President Rodrigo Duterte himself. R
| “It is very sad-and unforrunate for the‘coutitry:thatdespite be-. ..+ -
*| ingdismissed by no less than the President, fopes] sill retained:
. Jasareno as her co fite and consultant, P
- -‘Equally disturbing is the fact that she appointed Jasareno fo .
 head the audit of these mining firms, when Jasareno knew all tco,
(. well that the violations were {happening] under his watch - for -
! several years - but he deliberately turned a blind eye to these
—violaﬁons,”lheadded..‘l‘.' SR o
* Barbers questioned the audit results c'qncenﬁngthebthemﬁn- ‘
 ing companies as the DENK auditing tearn was lso headed by
“ thesacked offidial.  * oo IR b
: Hesaidsbmeoftheminingcompan_ia&sthatwuenqt'dmedby‘:' S
* Lopez were “kniown friends” of Jasaretio, describitigitasaform -
ofnhy.po ijn .:' . L. : - ‘ . :
' ‘"[H]owaboutmbsenﬁningmmpani@whidmwgmnotdosed B
;and whosé owners are known friends of Mr, Jasareno?”, Barbers
- asked. o S L
riis MG was supposed to police the mining actvities in the
. ‘country, but now he is saying that these companies commitied - i
 ‘environmental violations,” hesaid: Lo -
Barbers added thatthe DENR chiefshould “open hereyesifshe
really wantsto reform the grafi-laden agency” and calls her “to be
-fait” and investigate her confidante nwith the samezeal and vigor".
* In‘August 2016, Jasareno tendered his resignation amid calls of
- several anti-mining groups forhim t6dosd. -« o
1 'Healsol'edtheaud_itteams_matrecqmmendéd&hesuspension
of 20 miijng operators and has been with the DENR even before * :
Lopez assiimed office. ' 'DEMPSEYREYES 8
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A MISSION’ﬁ'om’the Enropean % .-
“‘met with Somié” indigenous people (IP)%gg g
."*Palawan 667 djistiiss the current ~fosues Felateds
“fnyestment i vironment in the province
"#i"The EUJ Fhission’Said investment and & Vit
- éhould gotiand iifiand. :
e Asthelar estmvestormthe Phi]ippirisr;{
- “fion said 1 y ha ""Epy that EU compaiesifespect
“IPs land e or 8 conditions; nght;to 3550C1
and dlalogue £ M
A A consu]tahon With the NATgIPA_, g
. uniified tHbés in Palawan, helped; iine ,
o focus on whﬁmEUE‘an focusits attenhonwhenmscuss: ‘
gw1ththegovem_ment B
_EU alsg’stippott these efforts through Fation
‘ programs ‘and has’ B rovided support over the‘ tfour
"'years to unprove ‘access to culhlrally-sensmve health’“
‘care services of selégted IP groupshsit. v SERP
* ¢ Grantsare proh ed to improve capacity of md1ge- b
‘Tous peo c{:le ifi governance, natural resources manage-
‘mient and provisiofof community based: tivelihogds: -
- ”EUtradeandmveshnentshouldbenefitmdlgenous 4
people through jobsand income. ! Mt i ‘
STt shouldnotdesl:toythen land nghtsorhvehhood o
‘the EU mlsswn stmssed Cristina Leé-Pisco
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K .an;d desire to-be in green spa‘ces,” he'sald.

_the;Green View index. . L
- Trees. block shortwave radratron and
‘Ticrease: watef. evaporatron creating more

!
al" l

-.

|n1portant where’ aren’t the trees?
A lab at'the Massachusetts lnstrtute
of Technology {MIT) is helping 'séma of the
word's citfes answer both questlons in an
attemptto make them more pleasant places

OSTON—-Where are the trees? More

to llve and work. o
“+"In an effort to enhance tlte‘ crrtrcal,

role trees play in urban ‘ envrronments—

“‘providing cooling shade alleviatrng arr and |

roise pollution' and easmg ‘the- effects of
dimate change—the schools Senseable
(lty Lah has developed an online platform
that‘maps out the canopy- in’ some major
cltres to make it easier for' urban planners

“and” ordrnary citrzens to see ,where more

are needed
Thepro;ect calledTreepedra, usesGoogle
StreetVrew tocreate what the MITteam calls

......

comfurtable mrcrochmates and’ mitigating
air pollutlon lab Director Carlo Rattj said.
Bu they ‘dlso just make people feel better
Ratti sald, charineling Harvard ‘Dbiologist

E:0: Wilson's hiophilia theory /that Ruins

Inhately seek ouit connectjoné lvith‘hature
& “W, ashiimans, have a natdal

The lnteractlve web sité grves bird s eye
views of15 cities, with trees represented by
gréen'dots. Users can zoom |nto a partrcular
rl%rghliorhood or individual street 1o 'see
Efound Tevel rmages The Crty of Lrghts
apparentlyrsn "tthe city of trees Ofthec cities
mapped s far, Paris score’ jowest. with a
Gréen Vigw | Index score of 8“‘8 percent

. North Amerrcan citles teud‘ T score

—_—

th ”ﬁ"'e‘é's

higher than European crtres Singapore

(' mﬂuﬂh'ﬁt S L itg

however ranks the hrghest wrth a

'29'3“p§f‘l:'ent Score; slightly™: ahead of

i R
Vancouver, British Columbia. | K

*The othidr- cifids' mapped s ﬁar are

- Amsterdam;’ Boston Frankfurt ermany;

Geéneva, Swrtzerland London; Los ngeles,
Newt’ork Sacramento, California;$ attle,Tel
Avrv Israel; Totarito; and Thrin, Italyy -
: More cities aré being added.” |1
¥y the future the goal ofthrs roject is
to starta conversatron sothat citle tan see
howthey’comparewith one another andhoiw
they can learn fror ed¢hi other,Rat's: Said,
-He'also hopes ordinary citizéns
thekeb s srte to,chiéck it their own 10mes,

MATIVES SERVICE

"'rll use .

and advocate wrth munrcrpal ‘offidials for- '

moreitrées i thelr neighborhdads. S

“The'| project was ‘inspired by the
Econdmic’ Foriim’s - €lobal ‘Agenda ’ouncrl
on'the Fatire of ’Cltres, which i cluded
mcreasrng free ca‘nopy cover ona lls
10 urban inhovatis ™t~ 0k

“We: hope ‘that This ndedvor II give-
crtrzen§ 3 greaterappreclatron of thie rcity 5 -

green canopy aif'ap apprecrate that it
canopy can aSsIst in r’espondrng to limite
change Counfrl Manage*hlrce Charl £ said
ina statement I it
The’ projects maps aren it elf &t
appears"as if thére afe no trees in'sgme of
the woflds o3t fanlous parks New|¥ork's
Central Park’ Boston Common and Lo don's

Hyde*Palrk appearas'large bidck swa hs of ..
nothrng—probabiy because Google treet A

View vehicles'can't get inta'those areps.

Raitti Hopes to evé ntuallyf Il'thds gaps
using satéflitbdats;, butaddsthatcatal Ging
street trees js- the-projects prrmary goal.

"Streets are rmportant because hats
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ald he was in complete, dlsp&hef;ﬂ
-8ec. Gina Lopez tasked’ formet ] K,
: Leo Jasareno, who was és 'he <
esident Duterte, to lead the ‘wudits
g ﬁrms, resulting to the clpsure?of

panies in the country and suspn

- T o those mining eompanies w Wi
By RYAN ) i and’.whose owners are kiowr, friends
y : . Jagareno?” Barbers asked regarding Jagareno w
PONCE A was tapped.by Lopez as her confidarite :andscdnsu

i I ant degpite’] s:dentDutertesdeclsmnre ov;mgh
IYHIN | nt despite 3_

Snlon—'accu, S acI(_ d nENini Sl e
o ;,Ia\mrmu some mlmng EPINS | s moowes mopoid omig
! R ‘ _

;8a1d: “Jasareno knew all

re’ happening under his watsh

o
r$=but he' dehherately turned g b]m
il latmns,

. Rep., 3;

t 2‘(:tmg'ressmnal mveshgatmn

gmlmng companies and the suspe

T or bein, ng “illegal and arbitrary,”
rated that the decision of Lopez

-0} b of pesos in lost revenues yearly
nal ‘gevériiment:cadding that at leastyd
, . : : and®507000" indirect workers from hls tric
ill' be dxsplaced

y accused Lopez of violating all perl:ment ]aws

- 1t mcludmg the Mineral Produchag“Shar-
. nent athat g;e\ muung ‘-ﬁgned
lﬁ}m.m o

: d_thé'i“under the MPSA once an-audit
firm was decided, the. government
the firm about the mtenhon,,tn ‘andit

~ and the firn is allowed to appoint an ofﬁmﬂ‘mﬁom
| the -audip’ tea } . "

commltted
‘the violations.
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:mga katiwala. i
'pgnz‘_o: jerdtor ay’

AGSULPUTANG parang:
& kabute sa Laguna de Bay
alaking fish pen: ,Angiﬁga ) :
maysari 0 operater nito ay mga .., de Bay, masaya an

mga fish pe

retiradong opisyal ng militar, o
sirkero at payaso sa pulitika, I
mayaman af maimpluwensiyan,
syante, mga mayor sa,

ga mangingisda s
» +;maraming nahuhuling, bangus
;_mulj_a"wsg;m a nasirang fishi pen.
T "%g&a alaw;aﬂ‘ﬁba.]jk’saf_ awa
~‘upangmangisda. Bagsak naman
rin-. - "ang présyo ng bai St
.~ “Nang bumags
= at-diktadury
‘Pebrero 25, 1986, «
.. Pegple Power “Rie
nagkaroon ng b g pa
mga mangingis
Ba'y,‘Umésang tu
ating Pangulong:
Naging katotoh

-Nang:lumaon, nagtayo;
ng fisk pen ang mga nego :
Koreano at Taiwanese, Hindi
naman nagtagal ang nasabing mga
dayihang negosyante sap ‘
ing hagupitin-h

g:'%ngrehlmen

awasak @ing mga fig

penatsila’ y'-“r‘{ilok_p rin ng kanilang: rrlial%l'lz—.lﬁaﬂ ang

UPPERHALF

LOWER-HALF

GUNA DE BAY *‘1

RS T B I;T;:" wD e S i

pag dsasngimigd "mangingisda Natitklasan din na sa Lagun ide: .
sa lawarsapagkat kﬁ%uilgos,ﬁ 1 Bay’ ﬁ' umaabot sa 1,288:an; ﬁ:sf“h‘%?
PangilongCory Aqiino. Isang taski" - pen; Ngnit ang mga nagparehisiros3
,forcéi_‘ﬁr!g‘ﬂgg;ud_n ;LagunagL & lathang ay 639 na katao nabinublos: |

ga-dating sirkero at, pa as%-;»;«gzi
sarpulitika, mga retiradof P
5o |4 -heneral ng militar at iba-pang" g
Sainilagdadn na¥Memorandumn -.mdimFluwemiymg negos'?z_mhg.«:\;is-‘
-angtask: force, ja - *- Bilang sagot sa problema%a: |

' mga fish pen sa Laguna deBay:. . |

o .. binaklas ng LLDA ang miga‘fish® |
.- pen’ na sobra-sobra ai ’g"g‘ul?'it"
. Algﬁ pagbuwag ay. tinawags h%
ayaan sa Lawa, Kalayaarin

upang mangund-sa paglutds sa'"
emasatlawa. g E
da

Devélgpient AuthSrity (LD

probl

; a mhgaMangingisda?, * e 270

g it gaS ) h‘aén‘]régalrin«zﬁ LED A

0t i A majsadyos ang-industriyangiv
ng miafishipents Ay 1g §ﬁsﬁipen¥ na:ig]ii%up'ad ngé i%“',"%;_‘_i
lisangztagtnafpumagamit: & Zofing and Management Plan--|
ng “Qiagasns karamihaly. . (ZOMAP). Dito ay natutukoy afg
kanllingKamgZinak, asawg,, . mgalugar.. o
kaibigan at iba pang Raalyad LI Sundan sa painayiic-!

I na dapat pangisdaan at ang navigational
" lane o daanan sa lawa. At sa pamumuno ni
' .dating LLDA General Manager atSecretary
“for Environmeéntal Protection Neric Acosta,
"bukod sa ZOMAP ay nilagyan din:ng
LLDA ng belt demarcation marker ang
imga fish.pen atfish cage sa La%&m_de-Bay\.i
.Sa nasabing paraan, mapapaalalahanati
‘na doon lamang dapat itayo ang msé
palaisdaan at mga aquatic structue. .. i
Sa ngayon na panahon ng rehimeng
Duterte, ipinagigiba na ang mga fsih pérl

' sa Laguna de Bay na ang isa }i:angunahmg
. layunin ay maibalik ang kalayaan at
. pagkakataon na makapangisda ang malilijt
- na Mangingisda, Sa pagbuwag sa mga
- fish pen sa lawa, hindi maiiwasan na may
" mabuti at masamang epekto ito sa mga
mamamayan na nabubuhay at umaasa sa

mga biyayang Lagunade Bay. -
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ghts PPPs and G2G for Legacy

F ' T ?3‘ \jt Philippi lzs, arnon others for os-
£ pp: g p
2 e By A"lel'tﬂ Agfaia srble par nersl-ups

Allfu
the 96 r ,clamatlon projects 1n the
s plpelme,

}future- roofed and:if-
L . o Vand :a sthart Community.
' Do OnLIoWs andrelateddevelopments
RA. hopes to sign sxmllar coIlaboratlve agreements thh the built with' nature, PRA envisions

cities of Manila %for another project), Mandaue, Catbalogan,, . the integration or combination of
-, Naga (Cebu), Masbate, Sorsogon;: Baybay, Ormoc, Samaland . economid Zones, smart-community

Panabo, and the: rnumc1pallt1es of Consolamon and Tuburan,(Cebu) infrastructure, mangroves, floraand
- faunaeco .ystems, renewable—energy

‘ _fac:lmes, toastal ; protection struc- -

PRA s set to s1gn an: Expressmn
of Partnership with the Metropoh—
tan Manila Development Authority
' for a possible “green island” o¥ solid
' Waste-management facility. PRA
plans toinitiate drscussmnsw;th the

Department of Publ1c Works and.

+ Highways, Laguna, Lake" Develop-
' mentAuthonty,Ph1l1pp1nershenes

— r—_-g;—ﬁ- Rasu—

.PRA alone It needs, par;tners and
. cochamplons—other government S
a"genc:es pnvate—sectorpropoﬁ’ents, { ,{“
3 icontractors, Jocal andforeign, and

Development Authonty, Ph. ._ppme
Ports Authority, National Housing
Authonty, Civil Aviation, Authority

of the Ph1l1pp1nes, Bases Conver—-

sxon,,and Development Authonty,
Tourism. Infrastructure, Philippine
Retirement Authority, Subic -Bay
Metropohtan Authority, Eh1hppme

.....

Veterans Investment Development'

‘networks i3

" tures, gre =nlandscapesandbluewa—

ter, soci; Tred housmg umts, water -

. ‘collectlon systems, Waste manage-

ment’ met hodologles public access
indmixed-used develop- -
ment, eve sportsfaahtlesonLloWs
ie npossrblé ‘LIoWs that are
bemg eyedior will be considered by

" BRA cannot bé buile .or funded by

II S ———

o CaVlte Tol: BxpresswayPro;ect arnid
. two long—ter,m lease arrangements
1_n Nauc, Caglte, and Pangl%o,,Bohol

/e aim’ to ““grow’ duriland”’
throughpartnershﬁpsandbea. much

"" 'cxwl—soaety orgamzatmns PRA is
poised to‘issue its PPP. gmdelmes
The guidelines will outhne;;:he mo-
daht1es andprocedures{‘orengagmg

o 4w1th the private sector b ‘

larger, morevital agenicyinthe years.

St comea,x & challenge posed by Fi-

nanceSecretaryCarlosG Domrguez
, KIII PRAs gliest Sspeaker lqst,Fnd,ay
! . PRAiswalking the talk tand talk-

X PRA is.open to unsohated d pro- mg ‘the walk. THe, .grand life 6F PRA’
posals To date, it has' rece1ved pro- ‘ andthepeople1tservesbegmstoday
posals for its new office, the dpera- ﬁappyq(ath anmversary L PRA et

;.. tons. and mamtenance of Mamla— oy -

;
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) effdthar
warded a gymnasl N rénoya
] tion pro;ect to
A a:

: .ence, the court stated:tha
otf'spould have been

w.’l

,-r

tkalm . ed at granting ;anzh't ‘
unpald estate tax [

ewisé fu
e Fagesd
g Q;;d_’t_a_clegsed S assets i 1o

g _-_.te‘n‘__thg grie

i frg g o ‘%ﬁ
‘ : e, -spated from further.
ate v
» \ {1 i ‘ c otendelayth digss
: i 'fr?xmr:i aﬁgi 'Qﬁ il?ﬁw _of the assets ’tc%ﬁ'he 7
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1 o]
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Govt eyes stakeholders’ hel
to revive’ Laguna de Ba
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.CANDIJAY BOHOL ~A;. sink-
hole mearly 5 'feet: (152" meters)
deepappeared in the village of
Boyo:an:in thrs‘town following
relentless ' rains ‘last " week,
‘,prompting towu officials to.cor-
doni«off the; area as. townsfolk
started to take acloser look. .

:Rain washmg away soil un- -

derneath the "ground. is, be-
lievedtohaye caused the form-
.Ingof the Hole, which is more
than 4 ft (1.22 meters).wide.. . .
.24 sinkhole- is-a-vacuum or
cavermbeneath the ground or

tops‘oil that usually appears af-

ter a quake ot heavy rain,
 “Residents' said ‘the ‘shiikhole
flrst :r;ieared in December last

year th when '
‘the'r ‘.‘Eﬂwjdened to
more than last weﬂeak.
Loc‘al oned‘off
A ﬁfﬂ

: Vicen a Licong, Gz,lw

house s Just a meter from the *

smkhoie, said she could .not .

k sleep well since it widened Jag#
w.eek,.. ‘Her daughter, -Tegesja.'i‘- -
warried for the safety ofh‘er?

' ; v‘-evacuated last week to VBoyo-

daughter, Anna, 2,

Teresa said when it rains?aﬁf

night,,her family would. move.s

out;and seek shelter at a,
t1ve s house

and management officer id;

team:from the Department»ofq&‘-.f

EnvIronment and NaturaI' rRe-
sources "Mines and’ Geo-
sclences Bureau MGB)

chiecking' if the srnkhole ds a

threat to public safety, /- Fizw 1
: Fuentes -said the MGB clas-

srfied the sinkhole as a cfover‘_

.F B . . .
I8 I RTINS

i “the. smkhole
- next. week" using ,sophisucated
adgets, like grc und-penetrat-

ulies had been

ih Elementary Schoolas a pre-
aution, accordiggto Fuentes.
le  family, h'owev-,
ugéd toleave, - ,
"wﬁikhole rendered por-
rliage road Impass-
e
d the road :
losed to mo-.
.a fe to e used

sid oles started
appearing after fa 72-rnagm-

L————
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Introspective

~ The new Departiment of Environ-
mental and Natural ResourcessSecre-
tary Gina Lopez from the Lopez Gt&up
of Companies has certainly hit #He
. ground running after Her appointment
by the President. She is a well-kndwn
environmental activist and we knew
that she would come into the posi-
‘tion strong and she has lived-up to all
expectations. For the majority. of it,
‘her staunch love of the environment
.is a positive in her positiorn. But at the
_same time it can'be a hindrance as well
i because it may prevent her from being
fopen-minded. = .= n -

Even before joining the government
‘in this capacity, Lopez has been known
for her environmental activism and her
continuing fight ~ especially against
mining in the country. It comes as no
surprise that her initial official actions
iwould be against the mining industry.
'She shared that the DENR has ordered
ithe closure of 21 mining firms and
the suspension of five others that are
breaching environmental standards.’

I have always been a proponent of -
environmental responsibility so I-can
certainly see where Lopez is coming

* from, but at the same time I have also
. worked in the mining industry in the
- past and I have more of an open mind
to understand what the mining com-
munity is doing and how they are
" doing it. I remain a bit wary becaiise
‘T know how against mining Gina Lo-
- pez has been in the past, being openly
: vocaﬁ%éher opinions long before she
" had thethance to-deliver them in an
- official'capacity, - - e

By TONY KATIGBAK

~awasteof time

.When I'was in the priViate sector

we 'craftéd the Philippine 'Mining
Act of 1995 alongside Congress and

- the Chamber of Mines in |the- Philip-

pines (CMP). This act was admired
by'countries like Australia} Chile, and
several more and became the basis of
responsible mining in seYeral other
nations. I.think responsible‘mining is .
absplutely possibletandreverressential
{6 progressand THEpe the DENR tows™
is open-minded to working together
with the mining industry to-reachitte:
best possible solution for everyone.
After all, these closures:will affect an
estimated 1.3 million people, the min-

ers; their families, and the
ties in which these mining

‘communi-
companies

operate, Don't get me wrong — I' am

not saying companies that

violate the

-activists. % -

Responsible Mining Act should get
away with these infractiong, but I also
think that a good néutral view should .
be considered as well. Artemio Disini,
the chait of the Chamber ¢of Mines of
the Philippines, mentioneg
were inconsistencies in the mining re-

- ports and that it was “conjprofiiised”

in several ways because,
the audit'team included,

lembers of

At'this point it seems it’shard to get

-a fair assessment on eithet side since

bothhave a personal gain the ottcome.
I hope that Secretary Gina[Lopez and
the officials in the mining industry can
reach a “win-win” solutionfthat will be
beneficial to-both parties.|If it's only
one way all the way I believe we will
all lose in the lofig run. * - | o

i N ) . * ‘.

irthat there .

ti-mining
‘..‘. . ~
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Estrada foresees “Solar City” reclamation.

§
| -
!
t

Lopmiee e

urban center in Manila Bay will be
the first multi-hillion:peso project

solid waste management and

Goldeoﬂst: Developriet-Garp.
(MQDG), made this assurance as
Manila Mdyor Joscph “Erap”

Esti d ¥ Jtetated his' support tg ”
bigd icket infrastr uct:u e, pr o;ects in.
Manila such as Solar City which,

city's: f‘:old g{ory.;

?We" R (A RL
developments, not only because of
its [iosrtwe ECONLOMIC nupact [t will
certain] nly. be ijeaut;r y"\vlzmll- thout
dest1 e,ymg ou ¢ eRVITOn
especrally our historic Maniia Bay,
Estrada said,

enewal Ptogram aimed at revmng
hat h,e Said we
ost glory

MGDC vice chairman D(irounao -

1m said Solar City, compared to
ther existing commercial districts
uqh as the Bonifacio Globhal City
BGC) in Taguig, will use entting-
dge technology that is available
nly in Eurepe, US and Canada.
FWe will be mucl better because

egre putting the best technology -

n *the ‘world:_power generation

state-of-the-art waste collectio
. ,ys[;ems and environment protect
measures,” he said. ant

in the ehiilitiy toltftize thlagest -
teclino'logy in energy genératign,.

enviranmestal conservaion, < ..
Theabl‘o,;eot's propaient; Manila’ .

ag the caprtal cify's':

1y

i“Thrs wrll be the first project.:

bR e

Thee ‘soon: to-oe b[ulr Solar ‘Clty‘ in the country to mcorporate all

these technologies,” Lim-pointed
out amid fears the construction
of Solar City will only further
- pollutg] Manila Bay.

MGDC won ihe contract to ‘build

oo Solar ity way back 1991. In 2012,
.the City.Council of Manila finally -

“ratified the eonsortium agreement
and Joint Venture Agreement {JVA)
it entered into with the city
" govertiment, .

Sdlar City is a 48-hectare, state-

) oftheart"tourism comimercial and
he satd swould:help- brmg baclo them residential district that will be put

: w. U it Manila Bay to host. business
“fhigses & ew:- centers;fesidential-and coritmercial

propertied diid tourism facrlrtres,
mcludmg an mternatronal cruise

. ship termmal

le sa.la this ultra~modem

" commereial and businéss hub will

" have huge cisterns that will collect

pome.ssummg»ofﬁce mBE}lSm rainwater- which-can then be
Dstrada embarked on his Urban « processed to usable water,

To reduce food waste, every
offrce _building, busmess

' establlshment and residential unit

will be" equrpped with garburators

~ a geyice that.shreds. food:

leftovers into smail pieces, Lim said.

“We produce tons and tons of food . .
waste every yearbut if you have a

system wherein you throw away your
organicfood to a garburator, when
you throw your garbage there, it
~ Just grinds it into a slmry and then
there’s a special pipe, that slurry

through solar wind_and. biomass, . is biodigested, so you transform
. organic matter to methane gas and

l eompgst,” Lim explained.

The, produced methane gas and
compost, he said, will be used to

' Solar Cit§WiI'4A3 be desrghed'

project to make Manila regain its

generate energy that will power the
entire business center.

“Since an organic matter or
food waste consists more than 50
percent of your daily waste, 50|
percent of the waste is already
removed through this garburator.

So what is left? Dry waste,
your paper, your plastic, your
bottle, ‘yung mge hindi puede i-|
recycle like batteries, napkins, so
konii na lang ‘yum, 5 to 10 percent
na lang,” Lim pointed out.

If this system is widely used in|.
Metro Manila, Lim said, it will canse
a huge reduction in the volume of
garbage that is dlsposed in dumps
and landfills. .

Contrary to the apprehensions

of environmental groups, Lim said | .

Solar City will not further pollute
Manila Bay because it will be using
these sophisticated  waste
reduction technology.

“Solar City, will beautify it
{Manila Bay) and we'll make sure
we are not surrounded by basura
because otherwise our projeet will
‘not be high-end,” the MGDC official
stressed. -

'#s the country’s first: urban farming..
center where every glass-made
building facing the sun will have
layers of boxes where vegetable.

and ornamental plants can be |

cultivated, according to Lim,

“You can just imagine, you have
access to the sun, and you'll have
plants inside the buildings that are
maintained not by janitors but by
farmers,” he said.

“Fop of the building to the

:zmultibillion-peso Solar City urban
-.center, have been completed: 4
The two other reclamation- |

ground it’s all green kasi mga
piltars lang sila, so we're going to. .
make sure all the plants we plant

)

old glory ,f

there are edible — fruit trees,

gulay sothat you produce all these’
food inside...plus we're going to put- ~

up a huge, huge aquarium not for- -
viewing but for raising food —we !
can raise shrimps, crabs, fish, all -~

kinds of culture,” Lim added.

Estrada earlier had said Solar .
City will be a rich revenue source - *

for the city government as it is -
prOJected to generate up to P17
billion in taxes every year on top of
the P10 billion in real propertytaxes

Coun¢ilor Laris Borromeo,
chairman of the committee on-
tourism, said bigticket projects suoh

as Solar City are. of strategic
_importance to the city government - :

in terms of economic development, ~
business growth and job generation, -

i

For his part, Majority Floor

" Leader Casimiro Sison said the City -

of Manila stands to regain its lost !
image as the country’s “Pear] of - -
the Orient” and center of economic
activities once the three major -
reclamation projects that are under ..
“way i Mdila Bay; particitarlylthe:

3

projects — the PT7.4-billion-
expansion of the Manila Harbour.

Centre of R-II Builders Inc. and the - -

UAA Kmmmg Group Development -
Corp.’s 562-hectare mixed-use’:

* corunercial and business district in

the central area of Manila Bay —. -

also have the go-signal of the crty

council, he added.




