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“DENR URGED TO SHOW AUDI

By John Paolo Bencito

MINING groups on Saturday
urged Environment Secretary Re-
. gina Lopez to release the results

of the review conducted by the

Mines and Geosciences Bureau
which became her basis to order

the closure of 21 mining opera-

tions in the country.

In a statement, the Philippine

Association said that while it re-
mains firm in its commitment to

support responsible mining as.

espoused by the DENR secretary,
Lopez should dispel speculations
within the mining industry that
the closure order was made with-
out due process.

“It appears that full detalls of - ency
.and due process, the PMSEA ex-

the results of the Mining Audit
is yet to be furnished to the con-

suspé
far re
minin
host 1
and
tors,

loser
“In

hoftg

TREPORT -

nsicms,1 if affirmed, will have .
aching effect especially in-
g communities that play”
o these mines—employees '

their d:ependents, contrac-
and mine-dependent small
. busirlesses will be the biggest:

7the PMSEA said.” -~
the spirit of transparency.

the DENR to release the

A it

v md

Mine Safety and Environment

resuits. of the mining audit to clear
any doubts and air of suspicions,” the
group added. - o

The PMSEA is ‘an’ organization_of
mining companies, quarries;, cement
plants, suppliers, service contractors,
i professional. organizations and gov-
| ernment agencies which:that pro-
i mote occupationat safety, improved
" health standards-and environmental

protection in mining-related opera-
~tions. R
. Mining groups-raised their coricern
- after Lopez refused to present the rec-
- ommendations made by the MGB that
' led her'to order the closure of 21 min-
. ing operations in the country and the
' suspension of five others. . _
. Following Lopez’s decision, only 12
. mining firms passed the mining audit
" that started seven months ago.

During. her press; conference last

Thursday, Lopez refused when asked

if they could get a copy of the MGB's
. recommendations an mining opera-

tions. - Co '

cerned companies. The closures/

PRSI W eSS R

_ “'m gonna think about it; because if
idon't agree with it then 'mnot-gonna
. give it fo you, Because 1 don't agree
with it, s¢ why will | give it to you? If

it's not resonant with the principles-on
‘which DENR runs, and it's miot’ conso-

‘nant with my own observations of my
‘going [to mining sites], why will | give
it to you if | don't agreeé with it/ Lopez
was quoted by online news site Rap-
pler. . ‘ ‘

. "Idon't have to have ybu privyfo the ‘
processes on -which |.make my deci- -
“slons. What I'm sharihg-with you are

-thé principles on which | stand by, and
'} truly hope you share the same prin-
 ciples because you're Filipino.

“I'm not going to-show you...be-
cause | don't want anything complicat-
‘ed, and | don't want to rock the boat.
“Just leave it already, 've made my de-
cision and accept it. That's what you

.. write about, don't try to make things

complicated” R

;7 Lopez insisted that she.still.calis the
shots in the end and that the MGB re-

- i

TumtoA2

) por't \Af_o_L!'dvb‘eshown only to President,

“'m'dfider no obligation to let you.
row ‘what's happening,’ she told re- .
orters)'If the President asks me, | am

nder obligation to give it to him" .

*| The Bhilippine Nickel Industry As-
ciation meanwhile, lamented Lopez’
cisiof; to proceed with the suspen- -
ion and closure of majority of the op-

Redriga Duterte:

ies are compliant with existing laws
nd op‘F,r.ate with the highest industry -
tandards, we are deeply disappointed
ith 'tj’wis recent development;’ the
id'; 5 ’ 7 )
\'assures all stakeholdars of the
hickel [industry, especially our work-
‘ | beneficiary- host communi-
ties, that We will seek clarification with
DENR on this matter and exhaust all
' ave‘nlg?'s'to save our industry.”
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By JANVIC MATEO

The Department of Foreign
‘Affairs (DFA) will study. the
ruling made by a World Bank
| 'body ordering the Philippine
Fovernment to pay P800 mil-

ion to a Belgian firm follow-’
ing-the cancellation of the
P18.7-billion Laguna: Lake
Rehabilitation project during
the revious administration.
ehave to first study the rul-
ing carefiilly,” DFA spok&spemon
Charles Jose smdmatextmessage
when asked if the Philippines
would pay the fine or.appeal the
miade by the International
Center for the Settlement of In-
vestrhent utes (ICSID)."

Jose said the Ph111pp1ne
_embassy in Brussels has not re-
_ceived a corimunication from
‘the government of Belgmm
regarding the mattér, -~

The ICSID reportedly issued
, the rulifig in favor of Belgian
firm Baggerwerken:Deécloedt
‘En Zeon (BDZ), the contractor
for the lake dredging project
that former pre51dent -Benigno

FA to study
rullng on Laguna
Lake dredging | -

Aqumo i cancelled ul:
sumning office,in 2010." L}

Aquino identified the project)|
as among the midnight . :
made by the administrati ‘
his predecessor; former| presi- ‘;’
dent and now: Pampa J
Gloria Macapagal-Arroybp.

He alleged. that:the pz
wouldriot achieve its ob
of increasing. the water
capacity of the lake, as.
would only, be ‘moved
one part.of the: lake to anc

against:the: Plul pme afte :
the scrapping of tfle deal. -
Finance Secretary.
Dommguez T also’ sai
will review the riling. .}
“We just got.the doct
a few days-ago-so w.
over it carefully and w ‘
what legal remedies theys are
If we have to'pay, we wi
Dommguez was quoted Say-
ing. The Bel, anembas inthgf
Philippinies hasyetto cony:
on the rnatter ‘

TI‘:’ES SERVICE
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i Clemen Bautista .

."_;'kanduli;-_baxigus,‘_‘; ulang, bapak at
. .iba pa na kasama sa agos ng tubig-

£

 buong Asia ang Laguna de Bay na

kilala rif) sa tawag na LAGUNADE.
BAI na may lawak na 90,000 ektatya

Saklaw nito ang mga bayan sa Rizal,
Lagimna at ilang bayan ngayon sa

Motro Manila na dating sakop:ng . ny

Ril I -mléd ngPasig, Pateros, Taguig,
Mintinlupa, atLas Pifias. .. ..

. 'Sa Noli Me Tangere 1
patnbansang bayaning si Dr. Jose
Rizal, imortal na ang Laguna de Bay

sapagkat ginamit itong tagpuan. sa - Rizal.
dalawang kabanatangnobela. - "dy
| id-may ", _ng

" “Una ay sa Kabanata
pamagat na “Ang Pangingisda”.
Binanggit ang baklad (fish frap) sa

Laguna de Bay na ang nahuhuling

mga isda sa lawa ay mga biya,
ayungin, dalag, buwan-buwan,

PiNAKAM'ALAKINc; lawa sa

5 ating .

. alat.mula sa Jlog Pasig,patungo sa
lawa, Ang ikalawd 2y’ sa Kabanata
61 na may pamagat nia:’Pamamaril
sa.Lawa”. Inilatawan ng ating
. pambansang bayani ang pagtakas
- _nina, Elias at Tharra’sakay sa isang
ol at binabaril sila

- bangka ay patungd sa Binngonan
atlsfangTalim.
" Noong dekada ‘50 hanggang

' dé_ké,l_c_i"a-"ﬁ(), ang mga mangingisda sa
Rizal at Laguna aysa inga biyayang
ng! dé Bay kimukuha

uhay, Walang
aisdagthipon,

_~suso at tulya sa lawa, Malayang

nakapangingisda ganit ang mga
* lambat ng kitid, pante, sakag,
 pukot,‘suklob at pahurxan (gamit sa

ANG MGA FISH PEN SA LAG

- (Unanig Bahagl)
pagkahig 0 p I
Ipinagbibili

itik s
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Martaming m

ng pukot ang,
Napdgtaposng

‘sirkero at payaso sa puliti
masalapi at maimpluw:

ante. - ‘ X
lawak ng sakop ng mga’
anginabakuran argaygy
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g hé one thing, T think,

L sident Duterte
™ | is learning in the se n:months he has
+'f.-been in office is that the government

&' -will not instantariedusly abide by ev-
; efything he says whenever he: speaks. His
| officials will increasingly-insist that presi-
: dential insructions, paticilarly those that
I cotild be ‘questioned on legdl and constitu-
:tionialgrounds, be putinriting. -
{'<"The- national goverunient jis not only
ient of Davao. It

d more: func-

|- Targer than the city governm
i¥js. also far- more, cdm;gl_\éx' an

| tionallyl differentiated in;its ‘operations. Un-

/" like the comprehensive péder and inflifence
| Msayor Duterte wielded‘as Dz
state ‘authority is not gnopoly of the
~president. Itis, rather, disaggregated and as-
signed to variolis {lepaitments and agencies,
¢ all gfwhichhave mandates defined by law.
. y-All thisshould be oficoinmon knowledge,
| Bspecially.to thé President; who is a lawyer.
" But, he often seemsinaare of the function-
' wiiolimitsthat definie+his tole'astthe nation’s
chigfiexecutive. Giveny his penchant to speak
freely on a wide range of issues without the
benefit of a script, it has not been easy for his
. Cabinet to tell when he is enunciating a poli-
cy shift or merely thinking aloud..
A few examples might illustrate this prab-

i
1
1.
!
|

. lem. Mr. Duterte recently instructed. the chief

of the Armed Forces to take the lead in arrest-
ing rogue policemen who have committed
crimes under the cover of the campaign against
¥egal drugs. The AFP chief has correctly asked
4 a written order specifying its parameters.
Jot only is this assignment not part of the usu-
al function of the military, it could also trigger a
' firefight betwiéen policemen andsoldiefs.
- Theother day, the Presidentitold an audi-
 ence in North Cotabato that he was recalling
the government ceasefire he had unilaterally

declared at the start of his term to jump-start -

inance

avao City chief, ~ *

: AN

. I8 ®. .
anatime,

of

) G

e B A A S I
od Lot . N . " -
e cancite further examples ofithecom-

R plexities of decision-making at thie level of :
g “ | the bresident Take the personal pivot to -
Ve .|, -Ching, that Mr.. Duterte has repeatedly:de- |
I .| clared jn the same breath he has expressed -
' B his anfagonism toward America. This self
] i indulgen tithetoric has, understandabiy
R yieldéd' by way of binding decisions. .
{ L. - | . Eyerialéader like Mr. Dutérte who is-giv- -
en'tdspeaking forcefully will have ahard time -
; SIRSIE ——— sclling: t +idea’to a nation that has known .
LAk P“B”GI.IVES’;‘ : " Chi MYPS'aﬂneat'md‘mathasfqng'felp :
S "L | secu ¢ in the military embrace of the'Unitéd °
Ta,  «HT RANDY DAVID Yo | Stat !m: ';;dtﬁcklookattheAFPasaanganiia—l '
P e R Loy | o ;iyi‘l;ﬂpog\rhowmuch'ithas‘beenmolde'd '
vis-4-vis the Communist Paity. Ipagpatuloy:  inl  inage of the USmilitary. Moreover;itis -
‘natin ang giyera.” (Let’s resume theswar) 7 | ot :g coincidence: that: the biggest!seg-
..+ The announcement has leftithalongoing | - megto ‘tHeFilipino diaspora is to be foundin
_ peace negotiations in limbo. Before this, the ' America. The heritage of pro-Ameticanisgin
* talks had been moving toward a firmer joinf thig country s so deep and durable that one
-ceasefire declaration. The communist rebel cannot expect to erase it overnight. But much
demanded, as a condition for the bilatergl - can be done to loosen its grip on our institu- °
-ceaseﬁresiagteement,-_-thpsﬁleaﬁa-,.ofbsbm - tions; evenaswe exploreheﬁvfriendshipé}mdr :
4oo:oftheir comradesbeing held ingoveriy- enterinte noritraditional alliances:, sv -0
ment custody. Having previously freed top fWhat & modern government cannot afford .
leaders of the armed communist movement is to.see its way through_this coxgppla;it;y_ as;
to enable them to pagﬁgipite%i.gxi't@egp‘eaglé\ thokigh. the/issues were an either-of DPLOpOSEE
- negotiations, the Pre'si‘giet,it;‘b%gd - tior 1;139' exammiple, that we must‘alig'enat{( 5,)
idea. He could not ignore: they Jca to-péfriend China. That the Dreser; |
statinch objection to thishew demn vatiBh of :the ' national sovereigfity iquires
A third example is EIy i ; _evbiceofﬂlemtéﬁlaﬁonallfcﬁr\hﬁu-f"

' tary. Gina Lopez's ordet,
.companies that have beén
+gally encroached on waters
:it, the President has made’kn

‘supporting Lopez's ppg oha it $
But another member ofithe:Cabifiet, Finan

<has

Secretary Carlos Dominguez. :
“thie’

bou

" pressed strong reservatl t
dom.of this move, pointing
impact on jobs and governui

‘It is natural for dépgttﬂ%’ffté;_pﬁi'gvov' r

its¢négative

" level-of the nation-state, Buf, more ]

] tgrspeds That we must stop négotia
&'Bacalise active war has resumed, .
Sioh-making at the level of they
0 W
G

erhment has never been more com:=:
% el

%: Modernity has brought about &sharp
diffefentiation of functional spheres, testing

" the goyernment's capacity to integrate atithe
i ]:. I ﬂ &7

. the peace talks with the CPP-NPA. He'was re- *; ‘ment:1o view policy ;gi_lg;;, throughthe: ‘th ,:gtwef ment finds itself groping for alu-

‘ acting to the recent killing and abduction of prism of their respective mandates. It is oot _tions inthecontext of 3 global envifdhiment it

' soldiers by the New People’s Army. The NPA ' always easy to reconcil “ﬁl"é?f_{;;ulﬁng policy”  daes not control. This is the formidable chal-:

| earlier announced the withdrawal of its own differehces, reflectingas Tevido the reality(of - Hge ‘facing  the former Davao City jmayor
ceasefire, effective Feb. 10.”1 tried my best,” competing norms andﬁmt es. Awisepresi- iﬁli%':nbﬁsﬂé in Malacafiang. KR DN

. Mr. Duterte' said; “but [ guess it wasn’t good ' dent would thus be welladvised'to listenfto, [\ i, —

| enough... There will be no.peace in this land " hiskey officials before he speaks hismind. |, - “ptibliclives@grailcom * L, A
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} ; 3 ! icant issues diat woukd hd‘vl!
madeg henglines got a lille sidelined h fo eres gy ater resort sumewhege in Cala-
wan and the “lakeover® of Project N i Despit, i thiges) ol refuge in suvadl media,
with advie algs secking to share theipiigneiis on s : g=luline petitions and ’(IU!- cain
mentaries have kept the flames of :r_m ivix i 19 ;i' non-showhiz “-relatjpd issus:.

In a country blessed with natural jurces and 9 W ther disturbances, sugh
1ssUes thuk would hdw i].'ldltl‘l el lll.]r ety ' ould actually hava;ajiim-

1] iut uf atu tion i u;| tile
Lou‘lam map - dnd huw I‘ lhpmm oQ
could potentially Ining bane 1w our eef
The seeond issue comes at a timehy
deal with the disusicrs that have pla
As FOCUS KB v :

our: ‘:ulve'-. thgthwnml ourm. sk 1o bemrmmed wq.alsq,
] t not only vur lmtugal‘anvnunmenﬁm tially lldll’ld}..lll}..
> activities bul also how useﬂﬂ#prm,mmsihcﬂ: nafif g o dealing with
d to be institutionalized agd be treed e qmpuﬁ;ﬁca]jmu ference amd

May our Hgltlll o' nevsiickers rexind us v past mistakesas we decide the
[ate of our fujwee,

Text by RAYMUND MAGNO GARLITGS

Additipnal i¢:t iy JOHN CHRISTOPHER Q. RAFOLS
Partraits ard videos by SHEREEN CENAS

Underwater photos ourtesy - HARIBON FOUNDATION
Layput hy ELIAS GUERRER®, IR.
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f=HE House commlttee on agrlculture and food ok
klng e

" has Approved the creation  off technica a0
‘group that: will finalize the' bill seekmg to create a

p
‘1

Snk

Phlhpplne Rubber]ndustry Development Board

Ofﬁmals said thi§ would be re-
sponsible mainly for the promo-
tion, development and growth of
the rubber industry by improving
its quality and productivity, and
expanding its markets,

The TWG creation was agreed

upon'during a recent hearing ‘of

the committee chairad by Rep. Jose

Panganiban Jr. (Party-list, ANAC IP).
The TWG shall be headed by Rep.

Isagani Amatong (3rd District, Zam--

boanga del Norte) who is also the
author of the proposal embodied in
House Bift 2912,

Panganiban said the proposed
PhilRubber shall be an;attached
agency of the Department of
Trade and Industry and would
require an initial fundmg of P200
million. . i :

Panganiban stressed the pro-
posed: PhilRubber should.not; du-

plrcate the functions- of the exist:’
ing Philippine Rubber Research
Institute created under Repubhc;
Act 10089 and the . Philippine.

Rubber Industry = Development
Authority, being- proposed under
House Bill 4064,.now pending at
the committee on government re-
organization,

Amatong gave an assurance the
PhilRubber would not duplicate or

- production down tom

be in conﬂlct W|th the funct’ ions of

otheragenaes Sy
Director* Sitti Amma Jam of the
DTl National Rubbér - Industry

Cluster Coordinator explained the . *
‘dlfference between RA 10089 and
‘HB 2912, v

“RA 10089 is centered on the up-
stream’ of concentrated. mainly on

- rubber .ﬁroduction*While' the. Phil-

Rubber .under HB 2912 ‘will serve
as an umbrella orgamzatlon that
WOU|d Protect and.. promote the
rubber, industry as a, le, ifrom
acturing
then to éxporting’saidJajn.

- Jain- ‘added the *PhilRubber

'would .oversee the implémenta-

tion of programs and projects to

ensure.the rubber industry would
- ‘grow not-just on: the upstream

(produiction) but as well as down-
stream which consists ofrubber

_processing” manufacturmg and

marketing.| "

Pursuant 1o RA 10089 an ‘advi-
soty board: was created “composed
of répresentatives from the Depart-
meit of Agrlculture, Buréau of Ag-
ricultural Research, Buréau of Plant
Industry, Phlllpplne quber ‘Re-

_ search: Institute, and"a’ ‘Feprésenta-
‘tive éach from the sectors of r rubber
'producers and processors

: sentatlves froim the Nz lona| Ir

ers Association and- Federatron
{of Rubber Cooperatives shall be
d-"appointed by the President ol

v' the Philippines upon the recom-
:-mendation of the DT| secretary
and shalf serve in the PhrlRubbet
for three years reckoned from the
date of appointment .

The representatlves may be
‘reappointed by the Presrdent for
‘another term.

»The Philippines is a known fub-
-ber—productng country. :buthas
contributed oply a- dismal;.one
" percent of the world's rubber sup

. ply, according to Amatong ‘
!The absence of an mdustry
focused government: support;
“compounded by the lack of test-
ing facilities both in government
-and private’ sectors greatly ‘con-
tributed to its jow quahty, less
productive and good accessx to
the market.

.Amatong said the demand for
. .natural rubber in the world ‘mar-

ket was steadily progressing.

In 2013 alone, the expected
. volume of the world’s.deémand for
‘natural rubber reached up to,11, 3

- million metric tons. -
-To date, the IMF has pl‘OjECted
the demand to reach 11.9 million,
By 2020, the IMF ‘predicts the
‘'market to reach 15.4 mllllon met-
" ric tons.

mént of Environment and K3
Resources, Department of Scier
and Technology, -Deplartment’
Labor and Employment, and De-
partment of the Interigr and L
Government; Director|Generg|
the Technical Education and 5l
DevelopmentAuthorl 7 Presidle
CEO of the Land Bank of the|Phi
ippines; two representatives frc
the Atademe, two' rep esental‘,

,59;
ber Processors; two rep esentatlves
from the Smiall Holders i tron;
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[ thousands of kllometers of hvmg,
breatlung, moving expanse of fish,
coral; crustacean and all forms
of life — all suddenly turned into a
fancy resort that includes an un-
derwater restaurant that resembles a popular car-

toon setting - wouldr’t that be so mdlculously fun?

Not to the environmental groups, who have
' smce fought forits stoppage

P!

: Trouhle in Paradise?” | '
" Early this year, an mternatlonal med:a group
" together with a resort developer aninounced that
it would open an underwater resort Just off the
coast of Palawan, -
The 400-hectare master planned pro]ect wﬂl be
developed on the island of Culion, a few hours aWay
" from the globally acelaimed Coron Tsland and part
~ of Palawan. It was touted to be the first resort of its
kind in Southeéast Asia. Expected to open in 2020,
the proposed development that was first conceptu-
alized in 2011 tovted itself to address the conserva-
tion of coral reefs-and ocean protechon

But for Gregono “Ditto” Dela'Rosa, Jr; offi- -

cer-in- charge for' conservation and science, and
research department of the enwronmental orga-
nization Hanboi'l Foundation, the- pro_]ect would
be disastrous not only to Palawan ‘but to the en-

tire natural environment that is hiome to about .

10,000 species of marine flora and fauna. -~

“If this pushes through, its construction alone
will remove,at least hundreds of hectares of coral
reef ” he said.

Col;al Entanglement

' Accordmg to Deld Rosa, the developer 5 mas— :

ter plan must also in¢lude safety nets to protect
the pristine condltlon of Cuhon and the seas sur-
rounding it. He added that while the developer
has approached the local govemment it of
Coron, it has yet, to consult the Tagbanua ‘tribe

(said } 10 have ancestral dor main 'ghts over many
of the islande of the ‘Calami

including that of Culion) Jand the'enwronmental :

groups that included Harjbon.

“Practically there was no' onsultatlon that
involved the communi and’ .
tal groups who are mo itorin the areas,” he -

. said. “The developer d1d not app roach the Pala- -

wan Council for Sustainable De elopment, which -
is the provmce 'S miain m in managing all eco-
nomic activities 6f Palawan and its islands.” -

He also revealed th
project will affect the live
ple, spec1ﬁca11y the Tag
fish for Tivelihood. The cammuinjty will be in peril
as the progecthll ravage marine and coastal bio-
diversity'in the protected ary.:

“The'first thmg that wi
als and, theri'the ﬁsherfok
area Will not b all
Dela Rosa. o

He also dlvulged

s of th \indlgenous peo-
banua community, who

(CBCRM) i the Ph]llppll
Wtule they do, not OpPOSe ¢
ly in pursmt of tourism,
tounsm” has become tai
groups and compames
expehse of the env1ro

id the word “eco-
y unscrupulous

nt scheme to
' f ecosystem ‘con:
nsxder the needs
] _ent through con-

t the 'ega-coral park A I

morey at the
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' ‘With Haribon’s assistance, the LGUs 'are also

keen to integrate tourism in their marme protect
"“ed area (MPA) plans. They want to ensure that
‘each mummpahty and MPA showcases a dlfferent
; experiénce so there ‘will be no competm% inter-
ests within the bay for tourism;” he said’™ t may
.notbe as h:gh -end or with a tag price of P60 billion
‘ ,worth of investments: byt it does the job of improv-
' mg the well being of the many, not]ust a few
A 'H:

Petltlon ‘for Protectlon

JuSt.'i‘ecently, Environment Secretary Gina

. Lopez tvaho was unaware of the projectiuntil its
~ recent media buzz, reiterated that she would not
allow the proposed therne park at the expense of
-amugfel:?fent and marine attraction. Social media
.has #iso;made the call to stop thé project viral,

led by tlfe Save the Philippine Seas head Anna ”

“Foposa, wﬁo started the hashtag #CoronIsNotBi-
kmlef:tom and has gathered thousarids of signa-

. mres m 1ts online petitions.

i Vanous groups have called on to the people of
-‘7 ; awdifito be vigilant and alert and urged the pub-
- Alieto b%‘ite’en on ‘development’ touted as ‘eco-tour-
* ism. Once the environment of Palawan gets affect-

ed like \ﬁlat had happened in Boracay and other | .

. 1sIands Subjected to commerclal development,

itwill no longer be as’ ‘fun as everyone thinks it |
* would,. And suddenly, ¢artoon characters thatwe | -

8 VUNCIPALITY SHOWCASE
B/ DIFFERENT EXPERENC

love. would only turn into villains out to exploit the

, beauty of the world’s last ecologlcal frontler

¥ THELOUS A \ m su G
R0 H\ITEGRA\['

1i} ENSURE. :Hm EACH

SO THEREMILL BE NO
COMPETING INTERESTS
WITHI TH BAY FOR

< Fo Il TOURH T HMAY T B
==¥"JII AS HIGH- ENn OF WITH A

Bunmm HI J0B 0

IMPROVING THE WELL

QBEING OF THE[MANY, N

JUST A FEN,

|
—”- {iﬁb l)éla Rosa,
DIE for Corservation
and Scighce and Research




... p_

THE NATION'S LEADING NEWSPAPER
STRATEGI(

( OMMUNICATION

A% BULLETIN

AND

cen R :\r-, ,3‘1“1-7'

f

] jmm e‘
w wuﬁ ‘g

rma 1 3Cora| Reef spemes‘ Th
by (Hehofung:a actrg‘ffor b‘f;) j
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W have 7 of the‘g gianit clams

_ ‘Pof thé world) wWe' have one of

. the largest of the’ gla Iams
""ﬁldacna gigss, that can row up
1.5 eters Th' |I‘\|_ie in: hg{allthy

; efs with clear wa;ers and

) '-also provide home t%gﬂ:es(and
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Endange‘red {EDGE).

Thé Big 3 fishes have been
heawly dep!eted by overﬁshmg

Pumphead parrotﬁsh .
Bolbo.?'fetopon muncatum) and

§ 2 ré
¥bihies Ithy’coral reefs for food,”
home and nursery ground.

us). They are long-lived:
hies that heavily depend i
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“The 3rd Enwr?ﬁ-tmeﬁﬁ Suxnmlt
‘with themé& "Enthgmg Resporise
to the Chang}ﬂ’g Env:ronment"
was held:i§¢6an. 36 t0'29 at the
Quezon Ei" Memorlal C.1rc1e
with' Se f
6i:fé?r’s‘f>eech; b
¢ Departm

and Naﬁral Resources {DENR)
Undersécretary Sylvid Ordofiez.
and Nittonal Solid ' Waste’
Management .Corfimission’

(NSWMCE) f'executwe diréctor

~ Eligio Ildefbnso also graced the
event’ and”F -gave mspmng
speeches ahnng the openlng of
- the event: « . -
o The four? day Envuonrnent
Summit spéarheaded by sthe-
..DENR présented to-the public
1n1t1at1ves best practlces and ~
emergmg technologles Iwhn:h
would”' ‘help " save' = - the
" environment, Ledtures and
presentatlons by experts on
varied: subjects were conducted
while ''the ‘Fashion* Demgnets
Association of the Philippines’

§

b -

{FDAP). and iYes 0 Mamia also
" showcased . their - fashionable
pieces ' made from recycled
‘materials. . ‘

'One of the highlights-of the
event was the "Walkthrough
the Env1ro‘nment _an
interactive - act1v1ty w1th 10
stations. whlch ! allowed
v151tors to expenence what the
environment is’ gomg through

o Ny, o0
I‘lght now and- whlch
possxbly helped them T
on what they can

Sen. ‘Cynthia Villar delivers the keynote speech dnri
openmg of the Envuronment Summ:t Iast Jan. 26..

Mother Earth.

An Eco Concert
Para-'sa Kalikasan
during the “event
with guest F1hpmo
as’ ' True
Spongecola, Sasay.
GNGBND, Where's

Faitl

do. to

"TUE
was

L,

g ‘t,h'e" :

5 third
bands

‘Raimy

ealso ‘
Sflect -
save'

fagan
held -
iday.
such

wall,”

b, - Alchémy,
onar,’

w1th John Arcilla.

Inc.

Avalon Beyond Bannd Harbera
and Papapeta. ‘The sumnut
th

culminated last Jan. 29%;
Eco-Bike R:de and Free 7y

- The' event was  ‘HRade’
possible by~ the 'ff: m of
" $ponsors LG Lopez _ FE
-Landbank; ‘ Gemex,
Development Bank of the
Phlhppmes, Mai‘mlad

Bsteban Enterpnses Cleanway,
Metroclark 7 Waste

' Management, Plantex; LG Lopez:
'; Industrial Sales  and Seivices

Inc;, Eco-system* Technologles
and EEI Corp, minor
sponsors Malaboh' nS‘oap, Full’
Advantage Phils. ! Interna na.l
and ' official | fedid P \eTS
WhenInManila.com and Buhay

Pinoy at PTVa. e
For more mformatlon,\{ v1:‘s_1t-'
its website© < Vat

WWW, en\nronmentsummlt.ph, ,
foilow. on ¥ ‘Facebook
(Env1ronment8umm1tPHzo17)

or'on Twitter (@Esumrmtzonr)f
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STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND I

WEBSiTE promotmg mountam :adVenture prociam’ie 'tha

‘a

' mest wellamamtatmé prenﬁrér«' ttonai par—k‘ nthe.c

- The Depa‘rtr'nent,f) Ve nment and Natural Resources erful advoc cy” .'hat supp
regulatlons placed it | uhd“" sNatignal integrated Protected Pulag. ‘ s
-:Area System (NIPAS) but e accolade could turn out to be a Local tour gu1des worr

Reason ‘Conditions rot vorable to the conservation of Most chmbers -gat cann
the natlonai park have: Jnt6n5|ﬁed as’ more tourlsts are Iured whole tlme of their stay,| e\
n 0, Mt Pulag scharm TN s N . wayout ofthe national park. e
' ' ' uthontles are: fa with

‘ rlsky overstatement.". ' disposal.inside thie park. i : .
I; Vi And just recently, ther ‘ sectors that have actwely call- to enjoy afresh rmeal of orga getable salad or buy some-, - -
mg 10 allow the park to; h: me resty © . thing to-take home pickian : styie o -

'Come for the adventure,. Go‘home an»advocate
Environmental groups in- Nueva Vlzcaya and Benguet ap-
pealed to those prometmg Mt“f Pulag tours to package |t as
i/ somethmg beyohd sheer.escitemer

- Tour organizers were adwsed;.t'o de5|gn a “Iearmng expen-
. ence among chmbers 50: that they would take home a pow—

" Scanthisiconto
view the PDF
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SURIGAO del.Norte: |
Rep. RobertAceBarbets‘
. yesterday raised 'seri-

nivarce; at worst, W.l‘“Ch,
‘ oneisit, Mr]asa.xeno"And

that desp

ous doubts on the sup-:!’ 'missed by 6‘ ' & Smpanies W %
“posed regulanty of the '|7° dosed and W Sii
order issued by Envi- 't ' are known (r, |
ronmentSecretarmea L ]asaren%?”Barbers Jsked.
Lopez ‘to. close 'some 7| Barbersurged s,

.mining firms and sus- "} - ir

|
L.
N
pend oihers. o T s e with
Barbers feveal st | i “;gg‘lf‘aia»ﬁg-m,;
Lopez allowedanofﬁaal i b "]asarenoxsnot AT
withalleged queshonable' i _nocent bystander S t}us
" track record- after: bemg . He.,is,th

dismissed by- Ptesxden’t

Rodrigo "Rody" :
from his post '
audit team that render=d

some mining firms.”, i
Barbers was referfirig |
toth,eaud1tteam eadeds '

=]

latorsm!nthemimng
' try,Barbersdam ey -
"factthatLopezp the 8. . ‘
B blame enhrely on the err-J B

. its former hea%e&Leo Ias-
v areno, the Malacafiang: -
dlsnrussed DENR Ynder-,
secretary, : Barbers 1
"stressed. -
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. Gma, nagmama‘i‘-‘ﬁnong
i -s1ya -eh, hindi nga siyal
o ongShehasnolegal‘
i basis at all to close down
thining firms. .Walasi ang)
! - alam. She is obviously ig™"

fitieam.? | OthersamAAW :
o Jrhesaud : | Natural Resources; If(PTo- i
:conferrmg v~£1th -7 : the teartiw rould:! me up,; | ration; Kro:mco, C;

Shebroated the conitract| . witha report andidiscuss

4% norantof thelawarid sim-; = Biotparties. Two
of < ply, clioses down serious; —-“’i‘iw uld agree whether o | . |
;:-jbusg{gsg her whim and” _Tabrogaﬁorhox;‘ortl-}econ ;. wdlatiohs." 1 g
“‘capric 1ql:}aj‘( sa;d ! qcts ow, she is.using - = ;‘No th'_' Plfuhppmes COrp all e
Vi Gina lgesn’tknow Dmagat es Corp. 1

: ‘ ~whatshe’ sdomg Shedogs E
1 ~ not kriow hér job.”
”?Hei;etterated that ther
ion of Lopez will rés |
ir 111101:15 of pesos m)l

; i velopment Corp.;: Platit '

o . num Develo ]
pment Corp.;
‘th t'least 10 g{)&:i ' CTP Construction, argd,
{ab at leas g
—E%’é&workers and50000< Mu'ung orp.; Carraséal

" Nickel Corp.; Margve
a- |-tues. Mmmcg .and Deve
‘tl.Ol'l twould sive the: opment orp. and.:
f itha earto tﬂeﬁ 54? maanmgCo:p0m. !
On:anlomtedeungao»
delNorte
-2 On the other hand; the"
' DENR suspended- the,
Berong Nickel Corpora;--‘.
tion; Oceanagold Phils:
Inc., Lepanto Consolidat- :
edMiningCorp.; Citinick--
Mnesa.ndDevelo ment - |
?COTP .; and Strong Built -
rung Deve]opment

on. l u{dxrectwotkersfromhls 1 gz
i i alone will be d& 5 amasaremtendedgorw

3 i ing, not for agricaliare.or .

; otherpuxposes‘ 15no ~
al:ershedlnth i

P1 liay: scored anew;
gfc:v:hex'a]legecl igno- ! 1

.of the Slaw following

"‘h;order against K

firms, warn- t . éj “-Pichay insisted

*lﬁiﬂer the MPSA _onée an,

T S,

i
|
{
|

‘ ceas g _' %upposedly q
L wittiout \regaid to thou- %

s0f orkersand. |
2 mﬁg hat would...

fate
g prob1en1a kay

: fxrmssngnedﬁlm thé‘gov-
emnmient, | .. -

g

dpub ts
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s PONCE
PACPACO

.SURIGAO del Norte
supposed: regularlty o r nt.-Se I
and suspend mining flrms - - i - S e ;pages

11 re .ﬁrms to izi'c:\:l‘.ﬂ"y” the viola-’
1 gen t- 05
. very least gross docoriipe-  lost revenues ear}y'fo "Nothmg of that sort
; e , TE : ,
 tence at worse, and. COTNIY- - 11 gove, £, ~-was done here. There is no
' anci\:e;.I at onrst w&xzh;: grif. is . ing.that atiléaat: 10, 000 ’ aucg:t t}'i‘l}l:gt asb:] surpnlie
it, Mr. Jasareno? ow ~direct - au at’s oney. In- [
pezlzi]‘ibwezz ggtggi&lﬁt&o- abuut those numng compa- indi rkérs’ iis  justice was cbviously..com-
an alleged estmnable nies which were niot cloged  distric alone jwi _'; _ mitted” by Lopez here and
‘track rec;gor agte - ‘and whose 0wners are eedl . b v we will not allow that,”
;pmsedb Presndent i " known friends- of Mr. Ja- ° org il-  Pichay said
g0 “Rod Duterte from Ius ‘sareno?” Barbers asked legal cand & r Plcha oarguedthat
_ post'to head the audit team Barbers urged Lopez.to ' stressed Pichay,. fg'rms are allowed
that rendered adverse rul- ‘be fair and investiga her " plal ‘ iss to cont.est the findings that
ings a st some minin, confidante with the- same_ e . ordle would lead to an “arbitra-
firms. gain B zeal and vigor. "~ i € y ing: i tion” that would give the
. The Suri a0 del Nore . : “Jasarenc:is not an in- - mini firms one year to settle the |
solon was reforting-to the .nocent bystander in this -cess” and supp issue with the goyernment. |
. audit team he ged by . masquerade. He is th ot regard. to thou “If both parties -~ the |
¢ former DENR Undersecrey- tagonist. His MGB was mine cerg; their - government and the min- |
Leo Jasareno.who was supposed to police the min- 148 ; ing firms ~ failed to agree |
earlier-dismissed by Pres1- ‘ing activities inthe country, i during the arbitrationm, |:
dent Duterte, - but now he is saying that traringss. . that’s when the mining |
e hile Barbers weloomed these companies committed ~ Fichay accysed Lopez of firms could go to court,” |
| Barbe , 3 Krviul ‘the-role of Lopez to run environmental violatio: jolating all pdrtinent laws - Pichay said. - :
| Barber: R ety - ! after violators 1Pn the min- Such hypocrisy coming fro . Ordered ‘dlosed were the ;
" ing industry, Barbers la- ‘the one Wh" was supposed ' Min " Benguet Corp. Nickel |
I o tho Tact that Topes -io make sure that mining * Agreerent(MPSA) thatthe  Mines, Ing Benguet, Borpo-
juts the blame éntirely on laws are followed dnd im- : ed with - ration in Benguet; Eramen
Ehe erring mining compa- P]emented Barbers said. ie’gove s Minerals Inc , ﬁambales |
- nies without looking at the ‘o Earlier, Surigag del Sur " “Wghe d int Diversified Metals Corpora- :f
root; cause of the problem, .;E Prospero Butch : ? £ ent  tion and LNL Archipelago-
“T urge Secretary Lopez | 15127 sought a cofigression-  witho ez | gon-  Minerals Ine., all in Zam-
tommher attention to the 'almvestlgatlon into the'clo- ferring i ugl'ahe : bales; ~Corp. and Techiron
big: mining com- tract; ‘ Mineral Resources-Inc,, all.

sure of 2
‘ contiibuting factor for these panies in the country and

.the suspension of five oth-

in Homonhon Island, East-'

environinental violations. I ern Samar.

-~ am referring to the-corrupt:

! ars for supposedly violating ; 1 Others are AAMPHIL
lﬁd&:::u a\fnde(r?elzgci‘gx?n‘;zg - environmental laws for be-. sh is us Natural ResourcesExplora—
. 'head Leo Jasareno, the Ing llkﬁal and ‘arbitrary.” -the ent against tion; Kromico, Ine.:#Si--
" Malaeaiiang- dlsmi'ssed o be filing & resoly- 3 noSteel Philij pmes,.:H'fY
' DENR' Undersecretary,” Hon m"“t’gatm the: arralll £ oekg : Corp, riehtaliS;
Barbers stressed. . nouncement of the ns e all- had  ergy. orps; :
~" *It i8 very sad. and un- - pension and closure ordem grined, iy. Mining Corporalnon “le_]o‘
fortunate for the country - said Plcha who earlier hit . ; : Mining Corporatién -and |
that despite being -dis- ' abgerice"-of due nining h Mindar QOriental Vision. Mining
missed b Fno less, th%n the . pm':ess m the DENR order. . are well. within: the Philippines Corp,," all in
. Pregid n{ Secretary. Lo " Pichay scored anew Lo-- . [President Manuel Dm at Islands. . |
stall retained Jasarenop:: ‘pez for heralleged igno- d 2 so ordered closed bY-
" her confidante and consult- _rance of the, law followin ‘resdrvation.Meaning, the theDENRwereth
e{ £ u:ﬁ distarbi ‘her harsh order against area i ‘ MA Mining Resources.
?.hn , ci?th rifngs m%elg ' some mining firms, warn- bt for. apriculture’or  Corp.; Claver%\lmngevel
5 e 1a t%hs € AppoLl i | ing her not to “shuse: and ‘ selit There is no ‘apment Cor f Platmum
tgfﬁreno ead 95-‘-1‘1 ' misuse powers? to get her thed in these mining Developmen éorp . |
g ese mll-:llgg ﬁla]lnmtoow eﬁ - way at all cost.” ’ 5, Picha ted out. . Construction and ﬁ
tﬁsﬁﬂg vnogtlons “‘f‘éie . roblen ed that Corp Carrascal Nicke
a 1 i teh ‘ "‘SA once ‘an : Marcventures Mining
fpemng un] er his wab - ga - f i ‘mﬂ:mgﬁrm an bevelopmenﬁ Corp.
Orlfg"era lyears d“ marunong. She #8. 1o le- b, government and Hinatuan Mining Cér-
he deliberate 3{1 turnie la 5a1 basis at all to close 1 mathe firm goratmn all lucated in
d ‘eye on tlese vio da- . down mining firms, Wala urigao del N o !
tmn’i"i: arbers.lafente siyang alam:. She is obvi- ) y n the other hand the
e four-term’congress- - onsly ignorant of the:law oint an ﬂ‘iclaltnjom DENR susTende he
mar’ and ex-governot, of and snngly closes’ down the aldit teali Berong Nicke ratmn,
. Sunggo dekl1 Norte ‘iPOlnﬁeg,. serious business ‘ab: her. - Af Oceanagold Phx‘ipo .Inc.;
‘- out IE at the prq,b et di d. = Pi Lepanto Consohdabede ;
“hot happen overnight. =~ - . 1t ¥ By chs ing Corp.; Citinickel Mines |
He urged Lopez-to open g Sh g8, cludmg the and Development Corp.;
her eyes if she really wants * does not knowher guppdsed -vidlations that and Strong Built. Mining

: Vto reform the graft-laden He reiteratéd that the_ were mmmﬁedtoaﬂowthe Development Corp

[
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NGOs Iaud;

By LOUISE MAUREEN SIMEON

L3 e

* Environment groups laud-
ed the decision of the Depart-_
ment’ of Environment and
Natural Resources, to close-
down several mining opera-
tions, as interest groups called
for continuous action against*
p0551b1e retahatory measures-‘

~that affected firms w111 soon
Aundertake

“Stronger safeguards need
to.be-installed 'in our institu-
tions to truly break away from
the current state.of affairs of
our environment whefe only a

pivn - - s

e e e

handful from the mining indus-
‘Environment Secret

. Garganera said. -

.hesald SR AL '

“DENR move on mln né

"l\-.

dommate in extracting ap
benefitting from the coun
natural ‘resources,” ty-list.
group Sanlakas secreta :
eral:Aaron Pedrosa said.
Non-govemmento ganizar:
honAlyansaTlgﬂ Mina (A1
is already expecting that
ing stakeholders will uestion:
and-appeal the’ decision ¢
ary Gina
Lopez to-close down|23 an
suspencL five large-sc i

ing comipanies in the gountry; * .
ill;. ,ever contributed to -our.ecos:
~ nomic growth as a country,<.|

“We know that th
not; take these. develgpment
lightly.and we anticipate tha
they will question the i

of these orders and.the com- -

1 country’s citrrent legal framie--
ie. work allows the entryuand
[+ the large-scale destruction:to
Nt comgnunities in exchange for-
- *“few- and insignificant por-
- . tionis of the revenue: gamed by

petence of the Secretary,” Al
national coordmato: ‘

“We are' ready to 20
the’ mining industry
pose more violations ¢
compliance. The1r
‘responsible mmmg’
unmasked'as. mere 1. etonj, )

1tch fof

Energy, Ecology and evel
ment- (CEED)‘empha ized:
visible enyvironuient impa
of m1mng “opérationy siichjas
air pollutlon, b10d1vers1ty los:g,

M), .

- iz that we put so much buz-.

5

as be&r} :

or “we " have to shift otr'way

L RS st [ St
l . t l o s

floods, food msecunty, loss

- of aésthetic degradation, soﬂ--

contamination and erosxon,j

. waste overflow,, deforestaﬁon;
' and.loss of vegetation cover,

and surface water ollution.
"It is high time that we real-;

den on our environment and |
our fellow Filipinos in mining-
affected areas for the sake of:

- accommodating a large-scale
. mining industry that damages :

our: resources withouthaving

CEED national convenor Gerry

. Arances said,

: Arances, noteﬁ how ’che

corporahons .
«“In-.order to 1nst1gate<

full stop to the destruction:
cdused by mining operatlons,

approPnatmg our ‘naty
resources and miake it full

tiinied to the needs of our.¢
_commumtles rather than’ that
of :orporatxons," he sald e
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LA""-?"AMAKERS BACK
“MINING PURGE

: ‘CONG“RBSSIONAL allles of PI‘ESI-
- dent Rodrigo Duterté have thrown.
< their support pehind the degision of
: Enwn;onment Sectetary- Regma Paz'-

_ "”Gma” Lopeato shutdown 23 mmmg .
.- operations.. '

SpeakerPaniaieon Alvarez of Davao

& del Noite and House natural resourees

+_ ::panel chalrman Carlos Zarate hailed *
.. Lopez'smove, notingthatit would be:
" beneficial for residents near mmmg
areasii the long run; . :
T We need to.take' care of our en-
, ’;vxromnent, and Secretary Lopez did .
. the right thing. Yes, there are'jobs
" ‘which: will be affected, by the closure,
but it is. a]so wotth noting thatmost. -
| of these mlmng compames are in
Caraga reglon wh1ch is one of our”

'7, poorest [eglons, Alvarez said i ina

B T

,'radio interview. - -

 for those affected by their. destructive
-opérations and fon the rehabilitation

>MmmgA2 |

" "Yes, there are jobs [prowded by
‘mining compames] but the, cost.of
" that is environment: degradatlon
"which would also-leave cur people
suffering when' natural calamlty
strikes,” Alvarez added. - -

- Zarate, for his part, called fortheim-
- mediate enforcement of: Lopez’s order;
the permanent clasure of ‘companies

- that caused massive damage; 0 the
environment and lwehhood of the
people, and the constant monitoring
of five suspended mines. '

. “All the coricerned’ compames o
should now also be ordered to.pay | |

“for the damage and ¢compensation:

" W MINING FROM A1

LAWMAKERS

of the areas,“ Zarate saidina state-
ment,

Zarate also called for the ]unkmg
of the Mining Act of 1995 that al-
- Jowed foreign ownership of mining
operations. ;

 His sentiments. were echoed. by :
* Rep. Ariel Casﬂao of Anakpaw1s

party-list.
“The suspension should be ex-

ecuted. 1mmedlately to rid of any

maneuvering firms- co 1d engage
in...we uige the department to

. impose damage(payments on these -
firms to compengate for the destrug- _

~ tion of the envir
on affected sect

onment: nd impact
ilao said.;

ors,” C

_"We urge the Duterte government
to put more valjte in pr tecting the

‘environment, T]

rights offindigenous

people to ancestral la d and self-

‘determination,|4

toland, than in
- miningand logg

gingop tions, and.

immediately order a stop to their
destruction and violations, Casﬂao
- added. . . I.LANES CAT PANTI

- —

N
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ang,pagwsara sa may

;23 mlnahan 5a [ba't Ihang
| 'bahagljngibansa: at: pagsu:
| suspinde - = :

lginiit ni Bayan Muna Rep. . .

" Isagari Zarale na makatwiran .

+ lamang ang kautusan ni DENR -
" Secretar.GinaLopez sapagpé-
_pasara sa 23 minahan cahll,
“Inabuso gy, imga fto ang kapa- :

Higivan na dagat sana ay pinag-
"bubuti upang-maibsan ang

“epakto ng climate change sa_

hansa,

Sinabi ni House natural ’

;resources committee chair-
person al Bayan Muna Hep

g-dng kapaligiran ang.”;

pad?ga ‘Hatas na pinaiiral kun
di s:msxra rin ng mga ito ang

}klkinabubuhay ng maramlng 1

Filipino. -

, of the 5.suspended miries

should also be dane for them'
to strictly cumply with enw— -

ronmental laws.”

---Ia!ong_madaling panahon, hini-

.- fig mga- nasirang kagubatan
at natural resources.

“The constant momtonng ’

: Bukod sapagpapasaragd’
= _suporta s| House, Speaké
mok din ni Zarate ang DENR" .
nd pagbayarin ng danyos ang . -
" nabanggit na mga mmahan;-f
pafa’ qugilin sa rehabitasyon -

" bansa.- HELIZA M

inéwasak ng mga minahan’ "‘”at “least drasﬁcally ' nmmlzad!
I . ;ﬁby overhauhng,en'ironmen-
o ta| and mlmng Taw through

cia.ng pagkakataon upang agad:i
“wna pag -aralan at p gdebals "

Naunang nagp hayag n ld
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Escudero urges |
.- due process |
"f‘”‘“ln mmes shutdown "

: W m N
By MARVIN SY# = Rk '“'*r ~ ¥Iputd 6f comeittpwitlirem

. L A ‘“?ﬁ‘necessaxy' addedfﬂ‘“"

Sen, Francis: Escudero has: - Escudero'said this} 1sa11p

. urged the Department of Envi- of due process, a right which i
ronment and Natural Resources guaranteed under-the P}uhp
(DENR) t0 observe due process _pine Constitution. . |
inits aud.ttonthenunmgmdus- . The ‘Chamber of Mines of o
h'yby allowing thé affected par- “the Philippines has cried foul '
ties to respond to the findings" over the closure orders issued :
before coming-out with orders, °; sby DENR Secretary. Gina Lo-

3 tos 5351§~t;liemrdOWn Jpezon23 ﬁrm 3 ous

*E”“

\-'

4 Mining flrms ues] ioned
the manner

.They probably shtid: -sout, thus denymg the aﬁfected;

have furnished the affected L "firms the abmWMS .

- firtsand_ even to-the Seriate™* <! “Due Process; d1cta

theaud1tﬁndmgstosee1fthere -ing less. It. seemSw th :

is basis to the closi:re orders,” DENR fell shdrt ‘

Escudero gsaid.. . ‘
; a

.mg are true,’;Es¢
4 He obser

T o : PR Rs
AL rere not glyengas.
y’;%ftli" i

ﬁpdmgs ‘{that "lmder Lopez; petea
they Guld respend, correct dls'ﬁ mlmng flrms,rmth“!ﬁle' e

f?i_

l'sd:he 111ega1 op i 2
‘the legal ones&wh- 1,:* :
£Q comply (withiarimared J

EIE%WS) he smd aroat S
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: B; Jéss,mkz -

i

- N . M d
Department of Env1ron- the 1sn?111-sl;§cai DLE o

;men%‘_g,nf:l Natural -Resources’ secretary,” he added‘ G g
-:Secretary RegmaLo “zshould .- Barbers said despite béing -

, : ‘ xred by President Duterte, - quin d: .
mvestlgate DENR‘personnel _Lopez retained Jasaterio-as . their activitiessh ive caused on
- for the destruction.ofthe envi-: - ‘consitltant and héad-of the team
ronment by mining companies, - that audited mining companies.
-Surigao del:Norte Rep.-Robert. ;. “Mr. Jasareno knew all't60'" ...
Ace Barbers sa1d yesterday.” i well that the violations anid the' - L
' e Y destructlon of the rnountams
- ‘fshe puts the.bla.me endirely ind pollution of rivers-did: ..
" ontheerring mining companies. * | mot:happen overnight, They
Her people at the department ", foo(k place during | his'watch as. D
should share.the blame. a;d re-:. heﬁglf (tihe Qfmss bU}:egu, btét'-",(B
, ” arbers sal ed a blind eye, € Sal
' sponmblhty,- B . ‘Lopez. has ordei"ed-’ the tlg-

esources, said
gh uld be re-

Lopez
“1 urge Sec‘etary” : tbales, ,
I b %‘.er attentlor’f to. the: Eastern Samar, Dlnagat ‘lands:‘.'

' to turh for .these . rand Surigao provin .
ctors : .
_ CO“mbut@g@fa 615 ’t;ons lam" { suspension of sevén others fors'
* environment £ Mines: . destroying mountdingand w
. ing o COI'IUP K o
referrng A oy e ’tershed and pollufing.rivers. -
b : , - Speaker Pantal e n‘-Alvarez"
;‘ has sifpported Lop :

i~ - “Isupport Secretary. L
' I'think she's doing th

. thing, i myself am- ag i
destr‘u tive mining!;

/10 pI
our ‘people and fuug.re
hons " he said. |

) mimng workers;woul¢
their jobs with the closur
“the'miines. . « :
However Alvaré
“ing activities have !

+of the poorest reg Hs'
“countty. When rains po
therejis flooding, itis the 00
“in Chraga and otHer n minin;
. ‘areas. who suffer,” he saJ.d

bmpany ex-
ing to Bobok. -

z:has ordered qlosed' :
“To me, whoever own th
nies, what we '
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DALAWAMPU’T TATLONG mina~

;. han, Ioka) at dayuhan, angipinasa-
. fa ng Dpariment of Enwronmant

and Natural Hesources (DENR)

- -.dahil hakita ng ahenaya ang napa-

" kasamang duiét ng nasabing'mga -
+ minahan sa ating bansa, - -

. atbaha.

" tasanng taumbayausak"ala 9 e,
~ Tiyak, gagantrangmga polrlIKoJ
¥

. negosyante nasangkolsa agmi-t? -

lengindok e ang halos neps-

' tag, nawalaangmgapumnadapat

" ay protektor ng bansa at mamama-
© yan laban sa mafalakas na bagyo

Kung.-hind ttigi

- tiyak wala nang Icatlyak.an,r jalige.

naﬂansakamlaaydrektangwngkot
. bilang may-ad 0 kabakas;

 panira ng kakikasan nd pagmimin
Tiyak na maglalabas ng i
klng halaga ang mga. pribad

_5’ mina sa bansa para: hmdt makalu—

sota Commission on Appointment

si SECRETARY. GINA LOPEZI
llang porsyento na nga Iang ba

--ang natmrang puno sa almg mga

" bundok? .
~Sasandali larnangay napakalak]

paang kanilang napanof katulad sa

" Mindanao na dati naman: ay hindi
- binabaha, walang dausdos ang lupa
- mula sa bundok at hindf: nasrslra

angganda ng kahkasan :

.- lyan ay; noong hmdr pa
négsisimula ang mga,; malahayop
na,figal logger ‘atmga- polmko sa

E nistrasyon-ni Pangulong. Ban]gnc ey

¥ wangbundoksaSta Gruz, Zamy

ETODO

» FDVERZOLA

kapag gumamitka ng hellcopter ] '
eroplano, makikita ang: pqu-pqu‘ - Ks lanmamumulatang mga sU-
tangna naka g wapangna negosyante't politiko?.
Bundok! - g b - Kailai il manls:p ang kabuti-
Sana ay hlndl g s han ng bansaat kailgtasan ng
Environment. Secretary GINA pai - ma ayan? '
naang lahatng mgatauhan niya : ararapallangnakumplskahm

pags ra.ng ating kalikasan! -
4 Iyo, Sec. GINA, we support

you like how President Rodrigo Roa
Dutarte supporls  you. U

NllOflangin daan;: na’ admi .

Aquine'lll, halos napatag ang dalai -

. _uﬁh___u___-A —l
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| DUTERTE JACKPOT. |

KAY GINA LOPEZ -

| MASASABI kong si Gina Lopez ang pinaka-the best na
- (nifyembro ng gabinete ni Pangulong Digohg Duterte: ™
¢ |' Tulad ni Digong,’si Gina ay wala ring pak alam kung sirio
¢ |ang Kanyang masagasaan $d kanyang trabaho bilang:kalihim ng
Department of Envirénmert ang Natural Resources (DENR).
Ang pagkakaiba lang nina Digong at Gina dypabagb-bago,
palamura at may pagka-imoral ang una, habang ang hulj ay
. | magalang, tuwid at nasa lugar kurig magsalita.. -~ - _
i * Dahil walang balak'sa politika kundi concerned lang talaga sa
kahalagahan ng kalikasan, pinasara ni Gina ang maraming mala-
. | lakirig minahan, na karamihan ay pag-aari ng mga politiko; mai-

A

impluwensiyang tdo sa Mindanao. . = :
¢|". Ngayon lang nangyari ito sa pamunuan ng DENR. Na walang-
~| sinasanto ang kahilang kaljhim. e

+| Bago-paman:italaga ni-Digong si Gina sa DENR, matagal
. [ nang nakikipaglaban-ang hili sa mga sumisita'sa kalikasan, -
Kaya jackpot si Digong kay Gina, . e :

«| Mabuhay ka,; maa’m Gina Lopez! R

| Oe nga pald, Séc.' Ging, paki-check ang stone. ¢rusher
: | sa Brgy. Luksuhin, Calatagan, Batangas, Pag-aari raw ito
ng Lebanese at‘wslang Kaukulang mga permit. Iang ti-
- | waling politiko raw ang kasangga nito. Aksyon!-:
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HINAMON rif Surlgao del
Norte Rep. Ace Barbers |
DENR Secretary Gina Lo-
pez na: imbestigahan at

kung maaari sy patalsikin

ang dating Mires and-Geo-
sciences Bureau chief Leo
Jasarano na :ngayon ay
consultant. pa mismo ni
“lopez,.. . .
- lginiit ng-mambabatas na
sl Jasareiio ay una nang pina-
talsik ng Malakanyang bitang
DENR Undersecretary ngunit

. & halip nﬁapﬁgmap 4y ginawa )

. Paitong AMantni Lopez.

- Naniniwaldlsl.Barbers na

 isang twaling-opisyal &i Jaza-
Teng -dﬁg.sa kabila-Ag mga

¢ _ingularidad-at pag-abuso ng
maramg Finahan -ay hina-
‘yaan itog L.mamayagpag sa

1 ilalim ng?g@muﬁé“ﬁ‘iya.

¢ - Makdbublt,8yon sa

¢ “kongresjsTayia sivasaiin din -

£ il Lopez¥angrkd ﬁng‘}baku-
ian kael_ligiaw ayehgspagpa-
®pasara higimay¥28: minahan
i na ayon kay Barbers ay ma-

F katarungg%m&ﬂﬁﬁ%hil sa

- f pagsira sakapalig Par
IR urggz-Secrgia_ Lopez
. fotum h@&a&@;ﬁdq;,to:_ o

gt I nt = "?,.,.‘._‘._‘_-.‘_.‘-\..\, NE
‘Gonsultantnilopez
BRIy R T
= pnasisibak:---

v : [

" fidante and’ consint.

- bwatansa.mya mga,ipina-
: ﬁ,sasariﬁgﬁglhaha#] Ay

- cent bySstander Mbhisgmks-
quera%%,; a;is@fpt%o-

" committedsanviron fllgo-
'Iations@%’%& r
. MALURTAG

fributing faclorsforithese:eiv-
ronmental vidlations.f-am re-
ferring to the comupt. Jt1s very
sad-and unforfunate;for the
country: ttiat.'de'spibqﬂbeing dis~
missed’ by 1o less than the |
Presidant, Secretary,Lopsz still i
retained-Jasarenc as hér con- .

© Ang Higit aniyang ‘naka- -
aalama,ay- arig paghirang.ni
Lopez kay Jasarano. na.pa-
munuan ang pag-imbestiga s
mga.|pirtasasarang minghan, ,
Hind: aniya lalala ang pag-
abus ngimgasriinahanti

Kallangan aniyang papa ;
nagutin din-si Jasareno sa ka-
pabayaah nito-a pakikipagsa-
ogRyon,

"JESEMD;is-fotandifino-

nist, HTé‘ MG Wi Syppose
to police. the:miningtaniiftias
in the country, but now he is
saying@é&qmgsm@ﬁes

MELIZA MAL
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JOEV G VEE’JANCH@
Sumbouz ar Resbovon.,
text NUIRD 717723

B email: venancionjocy ¢ email.com

vH l]a g
'an ay pag- O

ese af] : ukulang mg

p”iltlko rawzangc ﬁangga mto.
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Econ managers assless

" . By CZERIZA VALENCIA

Economic managers will

assess the potential impact of

* the massive closuié order on

mining firms'to'ecoriomic out-

. put and employmént, Socio-

eponomic Planning Secretary
Ernesto Pernia said. = -

. The Department of Environ-

. ment and Natural Resources

* (DENR) on Thursday ordered

the closure of 23 mmmg firms

* he said of the closure order

' Pernia shid, howeves: that
NEDA has already reached out

'to the labor-departmentiabout
emeérgency programs that may
be implemented for,workers
that would be affected by the
closures. , .

“We have, already asked
.DOLE is they have .an, emer-
Eency employment program,

esaid, - ' -

Lopez appears to be f1rm1y

and the suspensron of five maisardla w1despread dosure

other large-scale miners'fol- iskseénito ‘have
lowing a six-month 1ndustry— i on economic,ouf
! i damages sustaine

wide audit.-

Environment Secretary Gma
Lopez said these companies -
will be closed down because
they were found operahng in.
functional watersheds.

The mining industry cur-
rently has a 0.7 percent contri-
bution to the country’s gross
domeshc product (GDP) Per-

¥

on top of the dec1sronfﬂt‘6)§to~pv
the operations of a largenum:
ber of mines.

_dev

riculture: sect r. from vanous

eathen dis

bances

" The contra tion of the farm

sector 20
shaved off

16;
o1

- for instance,
{1 -percentage

‘ pomts from GBP growth dur-

ing the'year..-

-#Well, we-
that it would

I

écgniomic

dr'd not expect
¢ this magsive,”

} m Iagers on thrs
P entd}:'e gaid; has nof:
yet ‘beeri reached. Pohcy rec-.:

' #The President ha,s -not  omiméndation Jorélt};le mining |

been interfering,

noné-of+the mdustry will sfill:

ave to-be-.

Cabinet members. haye been . chscusseld att e Cabmet—level

interfering,” Pernia told tel"
porters yesterday when asked
if Lopez’s decision to jmple
ment a massive suspensxon

order. is, supported by, the, “fecommendat

Cabinet..; .
A collectwe position by the

N

meetmg

étrll haye vent come up

w1th a cb]lech ¢, official posi- -

“tion,”. Perma

aid. “It (pohcy
ons) has to be

an’ agreed poprtron by the

Cabmet,

NN

-

i S
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DO} to asscss)
DR’s mlnl

onwide. Finance @%ﬁ@ﬂnj
Caros: G. Dominguedilfsaid]

ali on jobs, rey T@III):
ﬁ I’che ““[Jli&_m '

agers [regardlng ]
tbut] my prlma ylconceing
foﬂ pact on enployeesH

grams for displaCedle
Blhave asked e
sabinet if theyyl

mergency emple

!s." DomingUez;
ent of Sociall

ms, DominguezlsaldX|
d the governm




