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el ment rjf the DENR suspensmn and
awr»'.'; .}_.,closu "!

‘d the. hvehhood of people.

* Ydown two: more mmmg opera- . On Frlday, Speaker Pantaleon ‘ ment
; constant momtonng of the ﬁve )

tions asit continued its.crack- ‘Alvarez led congressxonal Ieaders in. =
down on mmmgﬁrms wolaung 5 sunng Lopez they fully support her
: ; deoé,s n:to s

. The Departmen 'of Enwronment

i
]
a'
4
N
5
i
n

, g . , aqfeallegedly “ta ’fZarate said in a statement. :
and. Natural Reso rces (DENR) on - oWne bymﬂuentlalpohhclan W ﬁith' concerned compames:.
" Thursday announe it Ber ( i A DIView: so be ordered to pay for'—:
- Corporation hasﬁp ust 5 S
tocease operations il B  from the mitling in those affés "-by their destructive: i
and the Ore Asia rackdown will tiiggerm ‘gperation __,.[

operatlons ordered- stopped by DENR
Secretary Gina Lopéz, Thostly'for oper-
- ating near functional watersheds; .
= Lopez has ordered 41 metaly thines
around the countrypaudlted for"’ Viola-
b tIOHS : :
Five compames - Oceana.-GoId

- Philippines, Ine, , Lepanto Consolidated ey
Mining, Citinickel Mines.and Develop- N ;|

t uﬁ imng reg:me with a new one,
Jise ‘Bill 2715 or the People's:;

Em e Mmmg 111 now,,hemg dehberated m |
d there is ng’ ‘Tobby for : ' A

A 50 earned the backmg ‘

- 'ment Corp,, Berong Nlckel Corp; and e of Lopez’s confirh at.
Shong BuutMmngevehpment Corp DENRieecretary before th 4 'pnm tl‘.ho c:Bishops' Conference of
L remam suspended r’ . Ssignon Appomtments i _ pmes (CBCP). * s
‘- The DENR seud 1t.started 1ssu1ng ﬂl?uyan “Muna Rep. Isgg i "‘Edu:Ganguez executive sec- ‘
' suspens,wn and clos 0. rders tothe '@ a.u-%x jof the Commfttggﬁ‘, aulna: retan ’the‘CBCP's social action arm, .
said the Com- gegoupegsgﬁcaﬂedforthie,swiften*f' cer - t_heNa';r_i. naISecretanatforSocmlAchon,
ERE - "“’." PR ! e e i, . ) — ,,.__..__i

! the” DENR for choosmg to_-pro,tect‘
environment over business interest. !
- “No administration in the past had
- seriously address this issue of eco-
" logical protectmn," Gar:guez said in an
. interviéw.
. "By keeplng Secretary Gma Lopez
-‘at the hélin‘of DENR, the admifistra-
. tionis makmgaclear statement infavor
. of the _protection of the envmonment
--overbusiness interest," he added .
., Eventheorder ofPremdent Duterte
' for a total log ban- earned prmse from
" the priest. .

. danao last mon’dv
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AFTER LOPEZ ORDERED SHUTDOWN SUSPENSION OF

‘Miners seek govt inter
threatens to sue DENI

BY !JAMES GALVEZ

to look into the

' HE Chamber of Mtnes of the Phlllp-
plnes called’ for the 1rnmed1ate con-
vening of the “interagency ‘Mining
Industry. Coordinating
‘basis of what the group
E clatmed as arbitrary mine closure and sus- -

Coungil . (MICC) -

pension orders jissued: by Envn'on 1 ent Sec-

retary Regtna Paz Lopez

The group also clalmecl that her-
decision“has been undertaken :

without due process, "

. Ina Pebruary 3 letter to MICC--L :
co-chairperson and Finance Sec--
retary Carlos Dommguez, COMI’_
Chairman Arternio Disini’ alleged

that publicly announcing the closure

and the suspension of 28 mining: -
operationswithout due process will :
have detnmental and. far-reachmg-;l

1mpact on the economy, the mining

."mdustry andithe ¢ country.

. * Lopez called fora press conférence
on Thursday and announced the
. conclusion of a momhs long audit of
mining compames ‘and the accompa-

‘Tnying penaltiesagainst mining opera-

fians that supposedlyvrolated mining

.and enwronmental laws:;

. "The executive branch has been :

,'advbcanng transparency in its

rve ntlo
ch|ef

pohc1es and progt‘arns, ancl Fon
this basis we;fee] that we have the
nght to know the process mv ) lved
and the results of the audlt, ,1s1n1
told Domhinguez. i

. Disini also quesnoned
jmovetoban Mines and Geosicjences
Bureau personnel from atte ,dmg
the press conference, const ering

¥

ing the mining: sector. -

ably answered dunng the] press
conference and this leaves ' lot of

doubt in the falmess of th 2 enure

process, " he satd

" On Thuirsday, Loptz ordel 'd the
 closure of some 23 mines ‘and-sus-_
. pended five other companies dueto.
alleged; envrronmental vnolatlons .

In the process, she 1gnored Tecom:

" mendations by: the mining ‘audit

: rewewcommntee,whlchsheereated
' for the task P

'agency dtrectly re gulat- .
, ' . six months to review the audtt
g e’snons were not - usuﬁ-*

Lopez, who conducted aenal ins’

"specnons of mining operatlons, de-

dlined to reveal how she cameup wnh:
the decision, when askedbymembets;

‘of the media for a copy of recom-

. ‘mendations by thereview committee:
pez’s

- She also refused to release the

"complete results ‘of the audit,.say-"

ing that it is “too. compllcated fam,
in no obligation ta let you know.
what's happening here. MGB took

:MGB has been really, really slow

. and I‘'m not happy w:th them at

«all,” she said.

In a press conference on Fnday,

.COMP executive vice presndent Nelia

. Halcon quesnonecl aniew the, *bias

and partiality” of the- auditand Lo~

‘pez's statements, early: ‘oni—after she

was appointed tothe Cabiriet position
by President Rodrigo, Diuterte—that

' she does not like mining and would
‘like to see miries closed, '+

"It is hard to convince someon
who has a mmdset agamst mmmg,




|
1

;

A . e

STRATEGE

i e 2

¢ COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SER

- Halcon said, pointing ber index
finger her templeinan apparent dis-
gustover the Jatest DENR decision.
» Wenial justice, whatever that means,
you age looking ata faity tale situation,
which never happens even in an indus-
trialized country,.she added.

. Miners are now considering fil-
ing cases against Lopez even if she
is no.longer the DENR Secretary,

. Halcon gaid.

" riting 104

pption. To pursue filing cases is an- -

“other option;” Halcon said, recalling :

 President Duteste’s pronouncement

that Lopez may. notbe confirmed by

the Commission o Appoinument.

~ COMP :Spokesperson Ronald

Recidoto- §aid;the affected mineis

- would definitely seek legal action

‘ if ‘President Duterte rejects thei
~ appeal t0 overturn Lopez's orders.

¥She simmarily issues the order of-

dlosure. 1t's 2 surmary execution;”
Recidoro claimed.

" COMPalso taimed thiat 1.2 mil:

© lionpeoplewill beaffected, directly
ot indirectly, by the closure of min-
- ing operations: 1n fact several min-
~ ing coinpanies, including Eramen
" Minerals Inc. -_e:a'rhef suspendec
by the DENR has already trimmed
down their workforce. e

nies dsked the Philippine Stock Ex-

_chang'éffor'ayqlumary trading halt. -

qubél‘-Eg;;onickel- Holdings
{ 1ne. (ENI1), the second largest

the largest single Jateritic mine ex-
porter in the world, is seeking clari-
fication from the DENR following

inc"li;ided on the list of companies
thg\t'.have‘been closed. '

e e—

the MICC is the first

nicke'lip_r,b_ducef-in the country and *

news reports that platinum Group -
| Mewald Corporation (PGMC) 1s

“ENI imme;iia'teiy contacte

|l e sev A e Vente
' ‘ \ i w'r/\/#q\‘h/m’l ' h«f‘ep\.\@,lé
PG ¢ | 1 P e

':{he_. ‘

office of gec.-Gina Lopez an Yier
staff sent anl email cont'ainipgthg
list of companies rec‘brhmépfded
fbr_djosure_andsuspénsion:PGMC’s =

natne was not on the list buf that
:of Platinum. D_ew'relopmen y Cor-
-poration. platinum Develo ment.
“Corporation i not a subsid ary of
 NLand is not related t0 PGMC”
- the c‘ompa_r_iylsaid.f REE RE
"iny closure of & mine, espe

|

dally of those operating uri ervalidy .

mineral agreements and

ermits,..

entails at leasta prior noti 'éof al-"

‘Jeged violation,

a mgani’ﬁgful investigatio

a right o axplain,
Eli-and a

wiitten .decisi_oﬁ based on ; giemiﬁ__c‘.‘
studyand empirical proof. These are*
i

"basic legal requirements:

¢

NI said.y

The noted it has not ye veceived:

an official letter

Lawyer Dante Bravo, P

any show-cause

adverse findings againsg

from the DENR:
esidentofi

gL, said the DENR-has ot issued.

arder, letalone the

'PGMC 1!

warrant even thelightest b penalties

quch as a reprimand.. v 11, -
. hias DENR ‘aceused,
PGMC of destroying )

“At NO tin:llé‘

o waters in

Rt it
4

the smine site (with na ralty silted;
water sources owing o its ich 145

: . ¢rite’deposits)
" On Friday, listed mining compa- .

or’op rating in-2
wateished area," he 52 RN
“instead. on S
2016, the official W
DENR'anriOunced;"g-
among those who ‘pa

H

jat POMC-ls!
sed"ﬂi're‘-ﬁ‘ﬁne}

ingauditand whom {9 ¢ audit teaimy
didnot find cqmpgl,l ngTeasons 103

4 \
suspend,” Bravo no ed. it
. FNI is' seeking I‘pl’ariﬁczx'c_ionB

with the DENR, and the company

S

_t;e‘sé;vesnz_ﬂlftights- ig fg?djijaust avail-y
: abl;eli_emedies to pjotect its stake-,
holders, he added-: R

TR}
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5 rday, the’
N %n);s of the Phll— -

Mmmg mdustry players havé sought the
tion of President Duterte’s ‘€conomic team t
the. reuent,iorder issued by
Gina Lopez*ashutfmg dowp
mg firmg.

daat T RN

'esuspensmn
- the Préside . T:i erations on emi
position;to. see the Ilkely im; Sand:the; fmances of
plicatioris’of the closure and-
 suspension. arid fhe impact:i
.;I‘w111 bnng about In: the bas;c

1mng Industry
g Councﬂ said
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. ' _Miners appeal... FromB-1
President Duterte, meanwhile, ‘reiter-
ated his support for Lopez. “Isu port her
and there was never a time I ¢
slow down 2 little bit,” he said. = -

3 Mining fifms are questioning the way
the audit was done, saying the results were
compromised. o

2: “ After the first audit, the results showed
 thatsome werenot favorable fo the DENR's

- “wishestind sisibe then no acifial reportsever

. cfime otk becatise they said its too'compli-

ciited,” Disini said, -

f. COMP said there was an urgent need
tolook into the basis of the arbitrary closure
ahd suspénsion of mines. ' -

. “The executive branch has beén advo- .

cting transparency in its policies and pro-

ga‘ms and on this basis, we feel we have

e right to.know: the process involved
aid-the restilts of the audit,” Disini said.
E== T is hard to convince a person who
s a mindset against mining. When Gina
talks of social justice whatever that means,
you're like looking at a fairytale situation,

. itnever happens even in an industrialized
situation;” she said: S
. “T¢s not only the local stock exchange
thatwill see adecline in the price stock but
also international exchanges and that will
not brifig'a good impression about how
we invite investors in the country,” Halcon
added. : e
", For his part, Mindanap Business Coun-

. dl chairman Vicente Lao said more than -

50 percent of the mines to be closed are in
Mindanao and this will have a serious threat

to communities in the area.

ed her to’

" fair. At the end of the da

- -Oriental Synergy

- Platinim Developm

. -Resources. = With

R By H

SR ‘ﬁiéfs’.’a'lbt?éfiﬂﬁhii’;}iéf need to be
-addressed, the'Secretary has.

_batancing job; you have to look at the cost

" and benefit of what you Jﬁre'doing. ¥snot -

a very critical

juist protecting ‘the énvironment, it's also

‘about the jobs that willbelost and the rev-

enues that will not be generated, "Lao said.

... (GOMP.estimates almost P70 billion in

Eross production valueland close to P20
illion.in taxes will be lost if the DENR de-

 dision will.not be overtutned. About 67,000
. jobs are also atrisk. " i

. -“If that's the policy 'l:y'ff'the government

. who are we to argue with that, but since
- there’s a contract between government and

investors, there has to e a due process,

. ‘that’s what-the industry*is just asking,” -

Laosaid.. "’ N L
“That's not the way to conduct an audit,
‘the audit has to be unbjased and has to be
, we just want due
s,” he added.

process in all these thin

1™ - Amhong the 23 firms{covered by the clo-

‘sure order are Benget Corp. Nickel Mines,
Zambales Diversified Metals, Corp., LNL

- Archipelago-Minerals JEramen Minerals
. Inc,, AAMPhil NaturalResources ‘Explo-
 ration & Development-C

orp., Krominco,
‘Sinosteel Philippines HY Mining Corp.,

. il Wellex Mining,
Libjo Mining, Oriental Vision Mining Phil-
jppines, Benguet Corp;, Ore Asia Mining

and Development Corp;, Adnama Mining

eral Development,
i enjt- Corp., CTP Con-
struction and Minin; “Carrascal Nickel
Mining, Marcventures|{Mining and Devel-

Resources, Claver

" opment Corp., HinatudnMining, Mt. Sinai .
* Exploration Minin, g&ﬂ)_evelopment, EMIR
ith . eports from Mary -

Grace Padin. = ¢

i e A e
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iners had solight for the
support of President Ro-
drigo Duterte's economic
: team to overturn the deci-
smn of Envn'onment Secretary Gina
Uopez to padlock more than half of the
operatmg mines in the country and
.suspend five of them.

1 Aday after Lopez announced the
lpng-delayed result of her nationwide
-audit on mining companies,’ Chamber
of Mines of.the Philippines (COMP),
Whlch is compnsed of the countrys
blggest miners, wrote to Firiance See-
.retary Carlos Dominguez; seekmg for
possible intervention,” -

COMP partlcularly called .ont the

h?[mmg Industry Coordinating Council

/(MICC), co-chaired by the Department
"of Finance (DOW,.to convene and re-
.view the pohc:es and arbltrary actions
of Lopez

" The orgamzatlon beheves that the
.drastic action of the Department of
,Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) of pubhcly announcing the
closure and Suspenswn of 28 mmlng op:-
erations without due process s will | have

detnmental and far-réaching unpacts :

'on the economy, the mlmng mdustry,
and the country. :

For one, it could cause. the min-
ing industry to suffer from:an ‘annual
loss of 266 billion in proﬁts based. on
COMP data,

"We have been supportive 'of gov-
eriment’s policies and programs as

investors, We feel there is an urgent - ti
need for convemng the. MICC to look iE

into the basis of the arbltrary mine -

closure and suspension orders. .which -
webelieve was undertakenwrthoutdue 2

process,” COMP Chairman Artemio !
Disini told Dominguez in a letter. -~

"Bemg one of the members of the
economic team of the ‘President, you
will be more in a position:.to see the
likely nnphcanons of the clesure and
suspension and the 1mpacts it will

bring about in the basie services and-

livelihood programs prov:ded in the
communities," he added. ™ ]
Meanwhue COMP Vice President
for Legal and Policy Ronald Recidoro
said that some of the affected miners
will deﬁmtely seek legal actlon if Du-

terte would just ignore; the1r appeal to -

counter Lopez's decision, . J{

‘To'r recall, Duterte : express
support to the Lopez's dGCISIOD on the-

Co'rp.,-,’

© CTP Co

_same d%y she announced the result of '
. the audit. .

In fits final llst, it turned out that }
: mstead of 21 mines like it earlier said, |
the DENR closed down 23 mining firms ;

and Sus; 'ended five companies.
The compames that were sus-
e . e

i
i
i

Phﬂs and’ Strong Bullt i
evelopment Corporation. - .‘:

" Minera | “Inc Zambales D1ver31ﬁed

¢ Metals I‘orporatlon, LNL Archipelago
Mmeral, ‘Ine., Mt. Sinai Mining Explo-.; ,.

d Development Corp., Emir -

i Mlnera}s -Corp., TechIron Mineral |
Resources, Incy AAMPHIL Natural f

. Resourc es Exploratmn Kromico, Inc., ;
* BinoSté lPhlhppmesHY Mining Corp.,,
Orlen Synergy Mining Corporatlon

ining Corporation, Libjo Min- 4

s Oriental Vision Mining Phils, |

INAMA Mining Reésources: ’
Corp.,, Claver Mineral Development

Corp., Hiatinum: Development Corp.,. |

Lstrucuon and: Mmmg Corp '

i

ing Car

JC I
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Carrascal N1ckel Corp Marcventures
Mmmg and Development Corp. and
" Hinatuan Mining Corporation.

. The DENR has yettoissue its deci-

.. sion for Filiminera Resources Corp.

l
v,

-Among these firms, GOMP mem-
bers are Benguet Corp Eramen LNL
Archlpelago, Platinum Group Metals,

~"CTP Construction, Mareventures -

Hmatuan Mining, Fxlmmera 'Oceana
GoldandLepanto o

::»- “Mining compames were invited by

l

government to investin the Philippines
-and sngned contracts with them as
: .partners ih mineral resource develop-
*'ment. By entermg into these contracts,

; government is bound to observe due

Y
'
E
I
i

F
4
1
1
]

process. Secretary Lopez cannot just

. shut down mines w1thout due process, ¢

Dlsml said.
~According to hlm th‘e planped
‘closure of 23 Philippine mines, mostly

| ‘nickel producers, and the suspension

i of five others will af.fect about 1.2 mil-

. lion people.

."We have a total of 12 mllhon people

. affected including’ family members,"

DlSlﬂl said...
., Enrique- Fernandez premdent of
suspended nickel miner. Eramen Min-
erals, Inc which has also been ordered

b

' MASS myﬂ?

levels'had already fallen to150:
i "Bythe'end of the mon h, we. might
have to let.go of some moxf " Eernan

to shutdown sald from 1, Ol.lt thelr staff

dez said.” .
.. "The problem isther latlonshlp
between the governme t and the
industry. The governmen "lS ‘more of
a regulator rather than a p rer-in
development,” he added. {
. The DENR is yet to rovide the
recommendation reports o Mmes and
Geosciences Bureau (MG ) — tasked
to review the initial repor’rs of the audit -
. —foreach mining companies that were .
recommended for Suspensjén. - - :
- When asked for them,| L.opez de-
clined to- prowde them, faymg the
reports of MGB is in contr. L:,t with the
decisioni of DENR, ~ '
- This led COMP to think. that Lo-

1'x'

-pez s décision "may not have been

even based on, the review conducted
byMGB” SR o
Vlcente Lao, who own, g—

the exi ,-utloner of the~
mmmg mdustry -

;yoiz‘ know \m‘ag

T A ﬁ, £t Ju
" omifiends and dtthe: é‘iﬂd of the
day, Imake the declsmn "

P recornmenda@s_g ‘_\wfvugy ‘would I
_Jt to you? If I' don't agree with

‘ mg of several}'mmmg shares
mvolvmg hsted,%mmg com-
pames and thelr subsidiaries
. thatwere exther sﬁspended and

. the economy

7

e Lopez said:she "doesnt

about the growth of the. con
try's Gross Domestlc Pro .|uct

-

PPER,

1 OWER

!
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EAHA w e STORY BY-RO'NNEL\{V poMINGO - o
The Pluhppme mmmg mdustry has challeng _' d the planned closure ol
would affect an estlmated 1.3 mllllon peopl B

2 closure of 23 mmes an the
.ll'ltl’y —INQUIRERFILE PHOTO :
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Mining firms

challenge closure

g -

By Ronnelw. Dommgo\u '
@ronwdommgoINQ

-
r

‘challenged on  Friday thie
planned closure ‘of 23 mines,
mostly nickle ‘producers, and
‘others, saying it would affect an‘
‘estimated 1.3 fnillion peaple.

"¢ Arteinjo Disini, chairman of;
:the Chamber of Mines of the}'
Ph:hppmes, said miners to be af-1
fected by the order could appeal
‘to- President’ Rodrigo Duterte
: “before going to.the courts.”

risk, .with about P66.6 brlhon
worth of annual production: ex-!
pected to be lost. The financral

*huge,’ with government seen to
losé P16.7 billion in taxes,

Disini said the enwronment_

- department had not serit the:

- Chamber copies,of the. com-:

plete audit report despite re-

ly—verbally and in wnnng——but
f we get no response,” Disini said, l
-'adding that Envrronment Secre- -
Htary Gina Lopez had told them
{ ‘the report “is tao comphcated."
;' Lopez in July last year.or;
‘dered an 1mrnedrate revrew;,of
“the operatrons of all 41 metalhc

months later, she announc%d
- that only 11 mining, compames
: "'passed" the audit and 30 fr s},‘

- or recommended: for suspen; |
| ! siori.for failing to meéet’ ‘enyi®
" ronmental safety standards.

But on Thursday she said .

that of the total, 23 mines had ‘

:he Philippine mining mdustry\ ,

‘the suspensron of at least fivel | -

I-Ie/sard the closure and sus- o
pensron placed 67,000 Jobs at ¥ 4

1mpact was also likely to be :

mines in the. country. 'l;hreei :

| vwere eitherotdered suspenézd -

been told toclose after illegally
_e_ncroachlng on watersheds, .

leakmg waste into: 'wers and

destroylng trees. further five
" ;mines. have been ‘ordered to
suspend their - operatrons

iwhilé ithe decisiorn on another

| ‘finehas been deferred.

" Most of thé mines-targeted

for closure produce nickel, and

- account for halfiof the Philip-

| pmes eXports ¢ of the raw mate-
" rral used to make steel.

‘!
. of\ information here, protest-
-ed EnriqueC. Fernandeg, presi-

\den ____

t'of Eramen‘l\?ﬁne als Inc.,

'operator of a nickel rmne in
Zambales “We have ne¥er re-
celved any report. All we got

\ : ivas aget of questrons that we

_should answer./

' Eramen ] mme ‘has been
. Hidle fot tie past'two afid a half
" years, having been placed un-

“der. suspensron nduting the
' Aquino administration, which
‘was marntamed by- Lopez

- Facing closure

"“The Chamber was reaching’
ut to the 1nter-agency Mining
#fndustry Co ordrnating Council,
“. ¢haired by Finance, ‘Secretary

'peatedrequests e |»?Carlos ‘Dominguez i1L,; before
I “thegroup would; lcons1der go-

. Compllcated . l L ingto-court, Disini séid:
“iWe have done this repeated- ! Of the mines facing closure,

! seven are operated by Chamber
! members Eramen, -Benguet
Corp ‘LNL Archlpelago Miner-
als Inc., Platinum Group Metals
_,Corp, CTP Construction and
. Mining Corp., Marcventures

;. Miningand Development Corp., -

. -and Hinatuan Mining Cofp.

. A subsidiary .of Benguet

.1.Corp. ——Bengdetcorp Nickel

, Mines Inc.—is also! facing a
closure order. ‘-'?-v‘-; ‘
_Also, the operation of rnrnes

" owned by members Oceanagold

. Philippines ,“Iné. andl Lepanio |
,; Consohdatedt‘rang Corp are

facmg suspensron. A’ verdlct on

l -sources Corp:, “was. “deferred" by
vthe envuonment department

. R

B “erhere should. be freedom '

‘ another member Fdrrnnera Re-.

- dépantment ‘about the lat

éﬁ%&“ of the |
' consumede oridwite; ace J.’-'

and policy;affairs, -

{"Digliii ridted that noneJof

th fected‘members recei ed
a onnnu lication: from e

Ta

_t

audlt results

through the press

Italso camein tnckles, :,th\-‘
Lopez initiaily 'just: 1istin 114",%
mines ordered closéd an_d srxl

! t iamed 23 mines:
or clisure and, only fiv 'thfili'
stuspensiony: I }3 :

_The list ‘also ‘missp UEdw*l des

i

company names' tandiwa s1n
consrstentlmthr Igopem.
sentatlon slides,” .

Drsrm said the report w

rrumng actmsts
The ‘ Phlhppmes

ab0u1§124§_p

mgto Morgan Stanley. .

The »move nsked i sen
srgnals gut 6 the- market’
to: mlmng mvestors that”‘tix
are not welcome here,
!Ronald,‘Recrdoro, the, chamy
ber’s: vice. president for.

N ’!..'5". S

w!

also “compromrsed" bec; use |

.- Mining stocks fellon Lopez's =

| from the day's low of P6 61 -

© ; angppealand ask fokt reeonsr
o | eration from the DE ' :
" dential Sppkesperson% gnes 2

it
L
£

3

; announcement, including
,- Asia, one of the world’s.
__nickel producers, which fello 58,
~ percent to -P6.81,. up. shghtly

Cke‘.r 1

ks

‘ e
| have W&nt nly Vl ;‘ .:' Y l-é
Phihpplne Mmlng Acti g f .

compames, however E%n
L

PR,

: Abella‘sald AL
. The politically mﬂue‘
‘Catholic church Jomegme' 3
| ing advocates in prai mE thie'
| move, which they claim’ causadw:
"1rreversrble” damage to theu
commumty and environment. =

Josephine Ignacio,. coordi-&
' nator and convenor of the De-¢
fender of the Environment: fori
\ Genuine Development of. Zam- .
bales, said, that among' thosel
‘included in the list were mines’ c
that were located in. the Zam— o
Jbales watershed.

;h'.:-‘;, I
"“We've been protesting :-thé%;
tructrve mmrng actlvrues,ln’l

deaf ears,” Ignacro safd‘— iTH'

’ neronrs FROM AFP, neurens, muj
fw .. SALAVERRIA AND .- |
. MACATUNO INQ . Lo

ALLAN?
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MINES GLOSURE

By hyan Ponce Pach_aco

FOR illegedly being “illegal and “arbitrary,”
Surigao del Sur Rep. Prospero “Butch” Pichay
yesterday sought a congressional investigation
intotheclosure of 23 big mining companies and the
suspension of 5 others for supposedly violating
environmental laws.

“I will be filing a resolution investigating the
announcement of thie illegal suspension and closure
orders,” said Pichay who earlier hit the alleged
absence of due process intheissuance of the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) order. .

Pichay scored anew Enwironment Secretary Gina
Lopez for heralleged ignorance of the law following
her harsh order against some mining firms, warn-
ing her not to “abuse and misuse powers” to “get
her way at all cost.” . ]

“Ang problema kay Gina, nagmamarunong
siya eh, hindinga siya marunong. She has no legal
basisatall toclose downmining firms. Walasiyang
alam. She is abviously ignorant of the law and
simply closes down serious business at her whim

and caprices,” Pichay said. “Gina Lopez doesn’t

know what she’s doing. She does not know her
. job.”

Hereiterated that thedecision of Lopez will result
in the national government losing billions of pesos
inrevenues yearly, adding that at least 10,000 direct
workers and 50,000 indirect workers from his dis-
trict alone will be displaced. .

“The closure order is illegal and arbitraty,”
stressed Pichay ashe explained that Lopezissued the
closure order purportedly without according all
mining firms “due process” and supposedly with-
out regard to thousands of mine workers and their
families that would be adversely affected by her
arbitrariness. ]

Pichay accused Lopez of violating all pertinent
laws about mining, including the Mineral Produc-
tion Sharing Agreement (MPSA) that the mining
firms signed with the government.

“We have entered into-a-contract with the gov-
ernment and without:Lopez even conferfing with
us, she abrogated the contract. Contracts are signed
by two parties. Two parties should agree whether

- to abrogate or honor the contracts, Now, she is
using the government against us, misusing her

powers and prosecuting us for alleged violations .

that she all had imagined,” said Pichay. .
“In the first place, the mining areas in Mindan-

a0 are well within the areas that President Manuel
Quezon declared as mineral reservation. Meaning,
the areas are intended for mining, not for agricul-
ture or other purposes. There is no watershed in
these mining areas,” Pichay pointed out,

Pichay insisted that under the MPSA, onge an
audit of the mining firm was decided, the govern-
ment should inform the firm about the intention to
auditand the firm is allowed toappointan official to
join the audit team.

After the audit, he said, the team would comeup
with areportand discuss the findings, including the
supposed violations that were committed to allow
the firms to “rectify” the viclations.

“Nothing of that sort was done here. There is no

such thing asa surpriseaudit. That’sbaloney. Injus-

tice is obviously committed by'Lopez here and we
will not allow that,” Pichay said.

Pichay alsoargued that mining firms are allowed
to contest the findings that would lead to an 7arbi-

tration” that would give the firms one year tosettle
|

the issue with the government. ‘

“If both parties-- the govermnment and the mining
firms - failed to agree during the arbitration, that's
when the mining firms could go to court,” Pichay
said.

Ordered closed were the Benguet Corp. Nickel
Mines, Ine; Benguet Corporation in Benguet; Era-
men Minerals Inc.; Zambales Diversified Metals
Corporationand LNL Archipelago MineralsInc,, all
in Zambales; Mt. Sinai Mining Exploration and De-,

velopmentCorp.; EmirMinerals Corp.and Techiron.

Mineral Resources Inc., all in Homonhon Island,
Eastern Samar, - i . |
Others are AAMPHIL Natural Résources Explo-
ration; Kromico, Inc,; SinoSteel Philippines|H.Y.
Mining Corp; Oriental Synergy Mining Corp.;
Wellex Mining Corporation; Libjo Mining Corpora-
tion and Oriental Vision Mining Philippines Corp.,
all in Dinagat Islands. -
Also ordered closed by the DENR were the

ADNAMA Mining Resources Corp.; Claver Mining  ~

Development Céip.; Platinum Development Corp.;
CTP Construction and Mining Corp.; Carrascal
Nickel Corp.; Marcventues Mining and Dex:{elop-
ment Corp. and Hinatuan Mining Corporation, all
located in Surigao del Norte. |

On the other hand, the DENR suspended the
Berong Nickel Corporation; Oceanagold Phils,, Ine.;

Lepanto Consolidated Mining Corp.; Citinickel

Mines and Devélopment Corp.; and Strong Built
Mining Development Corp.
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ANTAMIIK llPEN PIT MINE TAPPEII FIIII MINAHANG

BAGUIO CITY—Environment
Secretary Gina Lopez tapped
the Antamok open pit mine in
Itogon town on Friday as the pi-
lot area for Benguet province’s
first Minahang Bayan (small
scale mining area), a day after
she announced the shutdown of
23 mining operations.

Meeting with miners of
Barangay Loacan in Itogon,
Lopez said the communities
surrounding the open pit mine
have ‘thrived solely on small-
scale mining.

The mine used to form part

of the grand Antamok project of

BAIAN IN BENGIIET

Benguet Corp., the ctountry's
first and oldest mining firm.
Lawyer Froilan Lawilao,
head of administration of
Benguet Corp.’s operations in
Itogon, said converting a por-
tion of the Antamok mine into a

‘Minahang Bayan was part of the

company's mine rehabilitation
plan..

He said the company intend-
ed to have the Minahang Bayan
share the area with an engi-

- neered sanitary landfill where it .
" proposed to put up a waste-to-

energy facility..

“We have submitted our

mine rehabilitation plan before
the secretary’s pronouncement
and we are waiting for the deci-
sion of the Mines and Geo-
sciences Bureau as to whether
the plan was acceptable,” Law-
ilao said.

Lopez flew aboard a Phlllp— :

pine Air Force helicopter toI in-
spect the Liang River on Friday,
which was polluted with mme
waste attributed to leaks from a
tailing facility.

She later met with mém-
bers of the Loakan-Itogon
Pocket Miners Association and
Antamok-Loakan Miners As-

sociation.

Vergel Aniceto of the Itogon
Inter-Barangay Alliance said,
“She was amazed that- even
farmers engaged in small-scale

, mining.”

Only conditions

Lomino Kaniteng, president
of the Benguet Small-Scale
Mining  Federation said
Lopez’s only conditions~were
for the ‘miners to create their
own tailing pond and to work
using traditional mining in-
struments.

He said several apphca—

 tions for Minahang Bayan in
Benguet have been filed since

- 2004 but these have not been
addressed by government reg-
ulators. '

In August last year, Lopez
stopped all small-scale mining
operations outside the desig-

.nated Minahang Bayan. Only
five Minahang Bayan sites oper-
ate in the provinces of Quezon,
Agusan de! Sur, Davao Oriental,
Eastern Samar and Dinagat Is-
land.

Fay Apil, MGB Cordillera di-
rector, said the agency has been
instructed to process the Mina-

|
hang Bayan application II‘I
Benguet. ' | .
She asked the applicants to’

secure the prior and informed”

consent - of the indigenous,
community or. their certifica-
tion allowing the conversmn'
of the area into a pocket min-
ing site. P
In 2004, a Mmahang Bayan,,
was proposed for Bakun- town
in Benguet but the appllcatloh
was never resolved by the:
provincial mining regulatory.,
bO&I’d.’ —REPORTS FRdM VINCENT..
CABREZA AND KIMBERLIE *
QUITASOL INQ -
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1

W

- Environment and Natural Resources’
., panies.could cost not only thiousands:of
" “nances and the national economy. -

guez said the closure of the: mihing
_to thousands of people across the
..al government.

., “In Surigao alone, oné company
employs 10,000 people That’s my

TRADE SECRETARY RAMON LOPEZ T

prlma.r)j concern——the impact on
3 cmplo;t:ent in these rural areds,”

““THE country S economic managers ex- -
;., pressed concem that the Department of |

‘decisicn to close down 21 mining.com-
jobs:but also hurt local govemmcnt fi-:

Fmance Secretary Carlos: Domm-‘ :
companies will not only depnve jobs®

munlry but also affect the ﬁnances of
" local governments and also the nauon~ _

Dominguez said.

“My

they payalot of taxes to the local gov--

- emments: 'We are still assessing how *

different municipalities will be affect- .
ed. We|will check with local treasur- -
ers to gjve us a potential impact on the
local cmmunities,” Dominguez said.”

- On thp natiorial front, Dominguez

to cuShlon ihe,ﬂnpact of job losses

: néext congern is the impact on '
the Tocdl government finance because

- sald e mining closures could lower
the prOJected growth. of | gross domes—
tic prot%uct o

As pat of contingency plannmg, ‘
‘ Domm iz said he already asked other .
mem of the Cabinet if they have in
‘placee elgency employment programs

. He' sard the Socm[ We]fare and
: Dcv?opment and Public’ Works and
. nghways are lookmg at emergency
" programs to create. jobs, as- are the
. Trade-and Industry and. Labor de—'

partments .....

- Duferte’s - economlc rnanagerS‘ .
: however ‘have nat. reached a unified
' posmon on the mining issue; he said.

‘Dominguez said he has notyet spo-
ken to President Duferte regarding the
mine ¢losures and said he might seek:
an audience with the chief execitive:

~Trade Secretary Ramon. Lopez ad-

.mltted Friday that the closure of 21

- mining companies would hurt exports
* and the economy.

- “Desplte the small contnbutmn to

exports, the mdustry is stllI ‘a dollar-

‘ eamer;;’ he sald Next page

FINANCE®
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The ‘department is looking
for ways to offset what will be
lost if the mining companies
are shut down, he said.

But Lopez als¢ acknowl-
edged that some companies
were not following rhe gov-
ernment’s mining rc‘gul'éuions

“They need-to level up, ac--
quire technology that will al-
low them to do value-adding
_ processes and refrain from
exporting ore alonc.” Lopez
said,

He said the vcompanies
could be back in operations
soon with a few adjustments
to their systems and proce-
dures.

The Chamber of Mines of
the Philippines said Friday the
government will lose about P
16.7-billion taxes annually
once the 21 mining companies
will be closed down and five
others will be suspended.

In a press conference,
chamber chairman Artemio
Disini said a total of 1.2-mil-
lion indirect and induced jobs
are also at rigk.

“The mining industry is
found to have a mulsiplier ef-
fect of at least four depending
on the location of the opera-
tions,” Disini said.

Some P66.6 billion in gross
production value of large-
scale mining operations will
also be lost annually, the
group said.

National Economic and De-

velopment Authority director-

general Ernesto Pernia said

his agency has not yet reached
an official position on the

" mine closures.

“Ideally, it should be re-
sponsible mining but it’s easi-
er said than done,™ he said.

Bangko Sentral Deputy
Governor Diwa Guinigundo
said they would continue to
monitor the potential inipact
of the mine closures.

“We have a very resilient

economy and greal potential
capacity to grow hevond 7
percent, Infrastructure, both
hard and soft, is thercfore crit-

ical and the tax reform pack-

age shotld. maké his more

manageable' to,navigate with-

out blowing our fiscal space,”

Guinigundo said.
Environment-Secretary Re-

gina Lopez announced Thurs-
: day that out of the 41 metallic

mines in the country, 21 will

be closed down, six compa-
nies will be”suspen'deﬁd and.

only 12 passed a mining audit.
She drew _support . from

Presxdent Rodrigo Duterte, -

who said he was elated . by

the decision to close: 21 min- .|

ing compames that failed. the-
mining audit.

Also on Frlday, two hsted
mining companies: requested

for a halt in the trading of their

shares as they seek additional
information about the closure
and suspension orders.
Marcventures Holdings Inc.
and Global Ferronickel Hold-
ings Inc.-both asked that the

" trading of their shares be sus-

pended from Feb. 3 to Feb 6.
Marceventures’s unit - Mar-
cventures Mining and Devel-
opment Corp. ‘was among the
21 mining companies ordered

for closure by Envxronment.

Department.
On the other hand, Global
Ferronjckel is still trying to

get clarification from Envi- -

ronment Department if its unit
Platinum Group Metals Corp
is also among the companies
ordered for closure.

Presidential Spokesman Ei-
nesto Abella said Friday that
mining companies affected by
the closure orders could still-
appeal the decision. -

“The Duterte administration | *
promotes inclusive prosperity

and responsible mining-—-which
means adhering ‘to “sténdards
that are sensitive to environ-
mental and social issues,” Abel-
la said. Wlth Jenmffer Austria -
and John Paclo Bencuto '

-

T2
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_BRMIf@enigsiit’s inwairshe

E BENGUBTCORPNI (BNMI) takes to"a p
. .strong ‘exception to the announcement bﬁ DENR  theT G ' 4
‘Secretary Gma-Lopez in-a press giiference” on the Imtsresponsetothemnunga .1d1treponton0ctober
‘result of the mine audit review that a Closure Order 24, 2016, BNMI maintained that its operation is fully

A 3painsbits ni rojet '--'r.‘ox:n:qsv]mnt".f\uﬁ*'?P Vi 'nmentalsié"ndags
: “ . lghe *hftmgc 3¢0kihe: suspensmq’ordeg.last August 24,
bt ewed acopy!f)f&\ HatithaSperforiried allthe re.medlauon ‘
th bams of the Closure Orderis the condmons set by DENR.

allegafigh that, BNMTE'is operatmg ina watershed <The ltest suspension order issued on July 7, 2016
ares, Wi . i was Ot -'T,a 'nmental viol ifions but for alleged -

'-E ; ts Cal; ﬁloratonumonmm
pro]ectls;;gc'ated,wr,ﬂunadeclared r ralreservaﬁon . Ingrand{co nin ﬁ{grpupymlud\ are’’
(Zambgla%muﬁ M;\eralReservauon)and_fqrwludl : pl;g'mai vic and ﬁ%‘umuentgro_ ds f 'suspg.nsmn. :
thecomp .%ﬁym‘g royalty feetothegovermnent, ThE.Compahy Wil avail'of|varidtsjlegal options

- in-*-ard,dx ‘ tq,exmse.b and others: Moreover, its avaﬂabletoxttonulhfyﬂlebaselms@‘ome&derupon
nShEnn.gAgreement(MPSA)pnor - 1ts:ecexpL...,..,,w__ e e i < e, 1o e

The *
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. BNMI stressed this in

_a statement after Environ-

- ment See, Gina Lopez or-

-dered 21 mining firms
closed and five others sus-

; pended. the other day. .

- The full ’.statement_
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" eeived, copy of the Closure
D_gder, it appears the ba-
- 5ig of the Closure Order i 15 .
the allegation that BNMI

18 operatmg in a water—

shed area. .
The Company dnspute
this. In fact, its nickel

. project is located within- 4 o T
declared mineral reserva- .

tion (Zambales Chromite

‘Mingral Reservation) and mental violations but{for..

reads: Heriguet ‘Corp. Nlckeh,‘,for ‘whith the company.is:.

Mines, Ine. (BNMI) tak
strong exception to the an-
nouricement by DENR Sec-_
retary Gina Lopez in a press
“coriference held teday (Feb-
raary 2) on the result of the:
mine audit review, that a-
Closure Order cl?{l be issued
against its nickel project in -
Sta. Cruz, Zambales. ‘
' While 1{: has not yet; re-

. paying . 5% royalty fee.'to
t};e gdvarnment in additiofif. um

‘to ‘'excise tax and others
Moreover, its- MPSA priar; ;
-to approval was given the

requisite area cIearance by*:
-the: DENR. :

*» _Iniits response to thb

thining audit report on Oé-*

tober, 24, 20186, BNMI-
mamt_mned that 1ts opéra: © ‘upon- ita: rece1pt

#ion 4 fully compliant, fith.

‘epwronmental, standards,
The. lifting of the ‘gs-

pensmn order last Aligy

has pérformed 'all the re-
‘mediation comhtmns se ‘by
DENR. °

‘2016 was not-for environ-

~dlleged filing of Kalikasan
‘case,, provmclal mora ;'1-
umion mining and ‘cqm-
pIamts of anti-min ng
.groups,;which are pre
. fure and. insuffi¢i a
g'rounds for suspensionl/
<1 "The Comli'»mma'mllava‘.il
“of 'various-legal optigns
taviilable to it to nullify

vthé baseless Closure Order :
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. House Speaker Pantaleon Alva-
rez yesterday led _gongressional
leadets in assuring Environment
and Natural Resources Secretary
"Gina Lopez of solid backing.in her
decision to close down 23:mining
fims and suspension “of five oth-

- ers;, some of which ‘@re allegedly -

- owned by influential politicians.
Alvaréz told a radio- interview
" that Lopezs dedision . is ]UStlﬁEd
despite,warnings from the affected
“"‘mimng industry that “the” ‘the- closure

tribute to’ worsentng poverty |n|
aﬁected Iocalltles

ito ﬁg pagsua ng kalikasan ata g‘ f
-magdudusa rin :s3-‘mga panahqn::
ng kalam:dad ay lyong mga tao d rr j

mento a 'y .

‘Rosgar E's"}‘

———

said "(I."eiri:!\‘_;ez

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE
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From Page 1

- “F will be filing & regolu-
tion investigating the an-
‘nouncement of the illegal
suspension. and closure or-
ders,” said Pichay who ear-
Jier hit the alleged absence
“of due process on the De-
-ﬂaﬁ‘i;g}f&gt 'of Environment
(atd “Netiital Resources
Rl B
~Hipehay scored _q'g:lﬁg
Environmént See. Gijd Lo-

pez for’ her allegéd igno-

Tanék of the law following .

“her harsh order against
some mining firms, warn-
.4ing her nof to “abuse and
misuse powers” to “get her
‘way atall cost.” '

Gm,—mm |
-¢h; hindi’ nga siya ma-: -

amarunong siya

the closure order purported- -

TIVES SERVICE

»

i
ofdler

1

-against misus

*  the team would.come up

After the audit, he said,

. runong. She has no legal’

-basis at all to close down
-mining-firms. Wala siyang:

alam-.~Sl_1e,iy:hviously~‘_i;- .

norantiof the law and'sim-:
Ely closes, down serious
business at her whim and’

caprices;” Pichay said.
“Gina Lopez doesn’t know

“whiat she’s doirg. She doés

‘not_ know ‘her job.” 1 .
_:: He réiterated that the’
décision,of Lopez will result:
to billions' of pesos i lost
Tevenues yearly to the na-
‘tignal goverriment, adding
that at least 10,000 direct
workers and 50,000 indi-,

-y without according all min-

jng firms the “due process™
and supposedly without-re-

that; would be adversely
affected by her arbitrariness.

‘Pichay accused Lopez.of
violating all pertinentlaws
ghout mining, including the
‘Mineral Production Sharing
Agreement (MPSA) that:
mjning firms signed"with

e government,

contract with the govérn-
ment and without Lopez
even conferring with s, shé

gard:to thousands;of mine -
workers and their families = -

the -

- “Wehave entergd"in.t.o-'é

pov'vers‘;a::_ld' prosecutingus” with a report and discuss
“for. alleged violatio at- . the findings, including the

-glie all had imagirie i” gaid- supposed violations that .
1 vy | T T -

Pichay.: {¢ ~ . <were committed to allow the |
-+ *“In the 4 &, the  firms to “rectify” the viola-
‘mining areas in Mifidanao ~ tions. e

“Nothing of that sort.

- wag done hiere. There is.0o
guch thing as a surpfise’

audit. That's balonsy. In-:

justice is cbviously cémmit--

‘are well-within'-thdyareas
that President ' 1s‘am‘le‘l‘
Quezon declared as{miner-
-al reservation: M g, the
-greas‘are intended for min-
.ing,-not for-agriculh

or téd by Lopez heré and we.
other purposes. There is no’ wil}!(mt allow'that,” Pichay.
3 - sai gett 7L

* " -Pichay also argued that
mining firms are allowed to
conitest the findings that
would lead to an’ “arbitra-

“Ang problema_ kay -siressed Pichay as he ex-

rect workers from his dis-
trjct-alone will be displaced. |
- - “The closure order;is:il-’
legal and arbitrary,”.

‘abrogated the contract.’
Contracts are signed by two
parties, Two parties should -
-agree whether o abrogate
‘or honor the contracts. Now,

:ment should inform i
about, the intentior;
-dit.and; the/firm is

: 10 appeint an.offi
.the-audit team,.

firms - failed to agree dur- Mining Corporation :and .
“ing the arbitration, that’s Oriental Vision Mining:thil-
‘.wh_ix;_ the mining firms could  ippines Corp., all in Dina- -
' go'to court,” Pichay said, gat Islands... = Lo
"~ QOrdered closed were the Also ordered closed by the
 Benguet Corp. Nickel Mines, DENR were'the ADNAMA
. Inc-Benguet Corporationin Mining Resources Corp.; -
Bengilet; EramenMinerals Claver Mining Development
{'Inc; Zambales- Diversified Corp; Platinum Development
: Métals Corporation and Corp; CTP Construction and
LNL Archipelago Minerals Mining Corp., Carrascal Nick-
- Inc., all in Zambales; Mt. el Corp; Marcventues Mining
" Gingi Mining Exploration and Development Corp. and

and Development’ Corp.;
- .Emir Minerals Corp.:and
. Techiron Mineral Resources
Inc., all in Hompnhon Is-
land, Eastern Samar. .. -
Others aré AAMPHIL
: Natural Resources Explora-
- tion; Kromico, Inc.; Si-
noSteel Philippines’ H.Y.
Mining Corp; Oriental Syn-
ergy Mining Corp:; Wellex
__Mining Corparation; Libjo

Hinatuan' Mining- Corpora-
tion, all located in: Surigeo
del Norte.! - 7. U
On the other hand, the
DENR suspended  the
Berong Nickel Cerporation;
Oceanagold Phils., Inec.; :
Lepanto Consolidated Min-
ing Corp.} Citinickel Mines
and Developmént: Gorp.;
and Strong: Built Mining

Development Corp.. RER

tion” that would give the
firms one year {o settle the

od: -igsue with the government.

“If both parties - t_'.he‘

. government and the mining
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% Envu'onh'lent and climate"

dvocates, as well as members of

_grassroot commumtles, landed the

LDepai-tmenth;ﬁ Enwronment and
0

io
suspensmn f five mining ﬁrms,
5 of January 1, 2017, i

“This action by the government
”ﬂh f'ma.lly br]lmght into the forefront
“the long histo ofsuffenng inflicted

j watersheds ‘and

5 yj“ T3

§ uidfistryono' environment and our
- Tining-affected communities,”
" Goncerned Crtlzens of Sta. Cruz

said. -=» * l
“Molmo oferred to DENR
-Secretary Gina Lopez's findings on
the grave emgonmental degradation
and disrupti
that have been occurring in the
mining capital regions of the
country.
, “The. e palgn that -calls for
holdmg accountable destruotlve
numng firmg and for the halt of
" these receEstly closed mining
' operatrons has béen left unheeded
for years until now,” Molino said.
T take bold and :concrete
! actiong;to. put an immediate stop
' tgthe- envm{ nmental degradation
and commumty life destruction that
have long been the mark of large-
.scale mining industries in this

) ‘up.to this challenge with its closure
of anumber of mmmg operatlons,
Molino added,

‘Asron Pedrosa hoped that this paves
the way. for more empowered
conunumtles 50 ¢ their fight to reclaim

_ life from destructrons caused by the

‘ large-scale mimng industry.
In laudm,g the DENR closure ofa
operanons, Pedrosa

number of)
" expressed the need for contmuous

oltlzens, against, possible retaliafory

, measures to be undertaken by huge

memgcom jes,

ce’s (DENR) élosure -
operatlons situated in " ..
_during the DENR minj

“byithe country'sJarge-scale mining’

rEnVIronment cllmate":“ :
advocates laud DENR dlosure
‘of mining operatlons.. g

U4 Fe3 2377
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only a handful.from the. mmmg
industry dominate in extracting and i
benefitting from the countrys

‘natural resources,” stated. Pedrosa

In concurring with the
observance of Secretary Lopez
audits;”
Center for Energy, Ecology and*

* Development (CEED) National

' Corvenor Gerry Aranices noted that

farmets and fishers from numng-

‘affected commuinities are roften’

stripped of their health and: their*

Nivelihood due to the dlsruptwe
presence of mining operatlons in

. affected areas.

. country The‘DENR amply stepped ‘

 their home and thelr pr‘operway of |

' (CGOS) chau'man Dr. Benito Moling -

According . to. 3 Aranees,
eompunded -with statements from

. Molino, in Sta: Cruz, Zambales

" alone, the visible enmonmental

n of community lives

impacts of mmmg operatlons by

.BenguetCorp Nickel Mmes

Incorporated; Eramen Mlnerals
Incorporated, LNL Archrpelago

'Minerals Incorporated; and
Zambales ‘Diversifisd Metals
" Corporation;included air pollution, -
_biodiversity loss; floods; ‘food
" insecurity, loss-of landséape/-
- aesthetic ¢ degra'dat—io_n,-

soil
contamination and erosion, waste
overflow, deforestation, and loss of

" vegetation covery and surface water

pollution. . .~

CCOs, Sanlakas and CEED have
long supported the passage of bllls
like the Alternatwe Minerals
Management Bill (AMMB), abill that
champlons the adoption of &
sustainable rational; needs-based

" minerals management geared’

1, Sanlakas secretary general' ,

towards effective utilization of

~mineral resources for the goal of
, attaining an- eeologreally—sound

natronal and modermzed agnculture.
‘A leader of the House - -of
Representatweswalso backed the

' decision of DENR-to shut down 23

aetlon, .both by the state and its -

mining firms a.nd the suspensron ?t,}
five more.- :

Ina statement House natural
resources commlttee ehau'man and
Bayan Muna Rep. Carlos Tsagarii®

" Zarate also called for the immediatéd

" “Sirorigen safeguards need to be °
, installed in our jnstitutions to truly"
break awsy irom the current state -
Lof affalrs of g (1111‘ environment where

enforcement of the'said DENR~orderJ
and the permanent ‘closure: ofs
ompames that " canised ‘massive.
damage to: the envitonment- and
people’ shv_ehh_ood e PR

rra o tevriersiens g

*
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LOPEZ NG-DENR- PALA

" 'Nasa ﬁghtmg mood
'} si Environment Secretary
Gina Lopez laban sa mga
iresponsableng mining
firms napinatawan ng clo-
sure order ng Department
of Environment and Na-
tural Resources.(DENR).
Ayon kay Lopez,
kapakanan ng mamama-
yan‘ang' uunahin nila sa
usapin ng mining sa bansa
at wala umanong makak-
abali sa kanyang utos ma-
liban kung ito ay babawi-
inng Malakanyang,
. Pero ayon sa kalihim,
‘malinaw ang direktiba sa
kanya ni Pangulong Ro-
drigo Duterte. na. wahsm
ang mga pasaway ‘na mi-
nahin ria dahilan ng ma-
tinding ‘pagkasira ng ka-

likasan at sa huh ay pet-
wisyo sa kalusugan at ka-
buhayani ngmamamayan.
Bukas din ang DENR
sa 1mhahandang legal
action . ng- Chamber of
Mines of the Philippines
(COMP) at ang’plano ng
grupo na kumbinsihin ang
Pangulo na bawiin ang
closure order sa 23 mina-
han na inilabas ng DENR.
Giit ng COMP, hindi
dumaan sa due;process
ang audit ng DENR sa
41 mining firms sa bansa
dahil hindi sila binigyan
ng pagkakataon na sagu-
tin ang mining audit re-
port ng kagawaran
Nababahala tin ang

‘grupo,_sa’ icpekto ng -
'amla 'y: padalus-daios na

demsyon ng DENR dahil

magreresulta ito ng pag-

ka-dismantle ‘o mass lay-

ol ng tinatayang riasa 1.2 :

milyohg minero at em-.

pleyado ng mga mining -
firms. .

Sa pmal na listaan
ng ;mining- audit. report -
ng DENR, 23.ang-kum-
panyang ipinasasara’ ng
kagawaran.} N’adagdag

dito ang Benguét Corfpo--

ration mula sa Benguet at
Ore Asig Mining and De”

velopment Corpofation |

mula sa Bulacan,
Samtntila, -pinuri ng’

S:mabahang Katollka -
NR “dahil-

S blmFr Edwin Ga-
riguez executlve secretary
ng National Secretariat for
Social {Actioh (NASSA)
Carita ‘Philippines labis
1tong afutuwa sa gina-
wang ensyakasabay ng
pagsés bmg hindi lahat
nggm wa ng administras-
‘ yonni angulong Rodrigo
Dutert gy masama:

Suportads .rin ni
‘House|Speaker Pantale-
on. “Bebot”. Alvarez ang

mga’ iining firms. ang.,< AgU
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iresponsableng

+-minahan-.. =

ALAWAMPU'T tatlong minahan.ang ipinasara ni

Environment.Sec. Gina Lopez sapagkat sinigira
ng mga ito ang mga kabundukan at watershed areas.
Pinapatay ang mga ilog at tinatabunan ng mga latak
-angmga kabukiran: Dahil sa kairesponsablehang _
gawaing ito, naaapektuhan ang pinagkukunaning’
ikabubuhay ng'mga magsasaka at mangingisda.
- Sinuportahan ni Pres. Rodrigo Duterte ang gi-
nawa ni L.opez na pagpapasara sa 23 minahan na
ang-karamihan ay nasa Mindanao. Lima pang mina-
han ang sinuspende ng DENR secretary. Ang ginawa
niya ay ikinatuwa:.ng mga sector na ‘nagmamalasakit
sa kalikasan. Ang mga:minahan na ipinasara‘ay nasa
Surigao del Sur, Surigao del Norte, Dinagat Istands,
Homonhon Island, Benguet, Bulacan at Zambales.

Neng hirangin ni Duterte si Lopgz,n‘qnng,’:l:iulyo
2016, ipinahayag niya, “i don't like mining, the fo-
relgners and the rich are the only ones’ benéfitting-
from it but the farmiers and the fishermen suffer.” .

Maraming iresponsableng minahan na sumisira
sa kapaligiran. Hinuhukay at binubutas ang mga
bundok nang.walang pakundangan. Wala silang pa-
kialam kung mawasak man ang mga bundok. Gaya
nang ginawa:sa kaburnidukan ng Compostela Val-
ley -at ilang bahagi ng Davao Oriental, Nakunan-ng
plcture ang mga kabundukan doon noong 2012 at-
nakapanghihilakbot ang makikita sapagkat ‘butas-
butas ria ang mg4d bundok sa mga nasabing lugar.
Nang manalasa ang bagyong “Pablo” noong 2012,
gumuho ang bundok na maraming hukay. Napuno
ng tubig ang mga butas at iyon ang naging dahilan
para-magkaroon.ng landslides. Tinangay ng putik
ang mga bahay kasama ang mga troso. Nasa 314
katao ang namatay. - - _ R
-’ Ganito rin ang nangyari sa St. Bernard, Southern
Leyte noong Peb. 17, 2006, kung saan naguho.ang
bundok at tinakpan ang isang barangay.

Sino ang makalilimot sa ginawa ng Marcopper
'Mining Company 'sa Marinduque noong Marso 24,
1996. Nasira ang kapaligiran at kalikasan doon. Na-
lason at namatay ang Boac River dahil sa tailings .
ng Marcopper. '~ T et

Kahanga-hanga ang ginagawa ni Secretary. Lopez.
Nararapat siyang suportahan sa kanyang.adbo-
kasiya na mapangalagaan ang kapaligiran at likas
nayaman. - :
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fusr

“TANG graben

g -king puno sa kabund
/¥on, - .

" | nilang aireal inspection; sa probinsiya

wing babagsak ang malakas na ulan’ -

Arroyo (9 years) at Noyrioy €, Aquin

A

P B
= '

del Sur/Norte, Dinagat Island; etc..,

Naalala, nyo-ba ‘nung p

araw lumiibog sa-baha-angélang bai

3 e

lulubog sa baha at putik ang mga natu

Gina Lopez. Kaya bilib kami dito sa

:. ; [ . R

' . ’ o g e =

- GRABENG LOGGING AT MINING

" g oy ey A SRR ;
- SARGUSANATDINAGAT -

_ g mga pagbaha sa Agusan ay maliw
-|sanhi ng walang patumanggang pagputol sa mga. a-
ukai’ af talamak na mining sg---%pi-

""" -Matdgal na ang-problemang_ito. ' , .
) 0(6°yrs) ay ganito'na ang
‘| nangyayari tuwing tag-ulasi sa bahaging ifo ng Mindanao;

Sa.panahon ngayon i Rodrigo Réa:Duterte, s
"|tan ni Lopez ay asahan nating matigil:nia ang talam
-1logging at mining hindi lang sa-Agusan kundi maging sa Lanao

LTI .

+ | grabeng pagbahit & Tligan atGagayangMalalaking s
|.-| muta sa kabundukan ang sumirarsa r'ngga kebahayan dt nang
+ .| ang baha ay purg§iputik angKapaligifiningin;

. Kamakailan'lang'ay nangyari ifi it/ oagayqn:‘&Eanjé.. a’ns’

Kaya panahon na-para-higpitan. pa-ng gobyerno ang pagmi-
. | mina at logging, kundi ay darating ang panahon na tuluyan nang

© | Malalaking kumpanya ng pagmimina ang binangpgamniya“Dapat
- | kasuhan ni Lopez ang mga Hay-ari ng mining compariies. Da-
+7| patmakulong ang mga murderer ng-atin
. |- Jing Bautista ng Dinagat Island

JOEY G. VENANCIO
Sumbong at Reaksvon ..
VOYROT LT T2 3

injocy v omnil.eom

Gk G5 =

. o R I (ol
r|- Ito ang natuklasan ngtanggapan ni Sec. Gina Lopez-'ng.Dgart-
.| ment of Bavironment .and Natural. Resources (DENR) sa.ka-

: Y]

" t

. Kaya nire-review ngayon ni, Lopez ang mga papel ng'mga
. [banyagang kumpanya na nagmimina sa Agusan. - . )

Ang maraming barangay ngayon sa Agusan de] Sur:ay, ilang
linggo nang lubog sa baha, baha na may dalang putik.. ... -

Panay din ang landsides sa kabundukan dahil wala nang mala-
laking puno na makapitan ang,lupa, na bumibigay paba }

ba tu-
™

Anahon pd n
A" pamanagi-
'a.ﬂna-illcgal

v et Frgir
i P

.. _Qo.Sa Lanao-de}-Sur, kapag nagkaroon ng maiakas«ngipa"g_—
i julan ay, tiyak lalpbog mgjﬂﬁﬁgm*-eity:%ﬁgggxan:'qug ity,

ahon: ni ‘Arroyotang ma,

Ea naturdng langEad?

gay :IGFBEE! |

rang lungsod.-Mismg! .

17 . 7 ,Mga minshaif _];inaéaixjaij.ﬂg DENR: -~
Sir Joey, maraming minahan na ngdyon ang pinasara.ni Sec,
tapang ng babdeng ito.

g kalikasan. Salamat po.

- dir Toe  grabe po ang mga :
¥ Ea%i;iﬁ?i,yihggra' bygh'eng Paljparan po. May 1D po nakalagay

1ito ni Pangulong Duterte. Salamat po. - Concerned citizen
R R A ‘ -

| Sana po-ay:maaksiyunan agad.ito, W
: lééf"bglikgdq.“f_Colj:_plerm‘ez?cltlzen o .

o e sa Malibay, Pasay City

Mgn kq:lc;fii:‘m si;-Baclaran

s

4 kolorum dito sa tapat ng Max’s
1

““POPOY" hanggany ‘metro_manila po hawak nila. Wala po si-
IE%P]?‘}{IS:“E%FRQ LTO it MMDA. Sana mapaaaksiyunan

>

.. Kapitan na adik'sa Caibiran, Biliran

' -’Gud?*dhy-pd;PMi'; 'Vénancio. Alam kong wala pa po akong
karapatan sabihin itc dahil' njenor de edad pa po ako. Memxzl _;:o,
dito sa‘amin lugar na mga ghmagamit ng shabu. Isa na ppl_ ito
jiyong “Kapitan” na si ..... s lugar na Looc,Caibiran, Biliran.
: 2 nan agi ag po ilabas ang numero

TR ""]lalaﬁ.m' parin ang droga

] . marami parin diugs dito sa Brgy. 157, Apelo Cruz
‘st Siﬁiﬁgy;-l’asay J‘C)Iity. lis-daw po ang nagbabagsak dito.
Sana naman masksiyunan atfmatigil na ito. Kawawa po ang mga
- | biktima ma nalulufong sa droga. - Concern citizen ..

i Wali;jg di.r_é tor ng LTFRB sa R-8 .
. 8ir Joey hanggang ngaydniay wala pang, director sa L’I‘FRF
Region 8. Paano na kaminginaka-P.A. lang? Kung mag-apply |
. ulikami_ng P.A. walang pipirma.Tulungan mo kami maipara-

1 ting ito sa pamunugn. Salafmat po. - Concerned operator
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MAGANDA ang hakbang

funayang nakasisira.sa kapali-
" giran base sa anini nd -buwéng
. pag-awdit ng kagawaran. . .
" Magandang hakbang ito
dahil walang napipinsala ‘an
mga kompanyang  ito - kun
ang kabuhp '
‘n@ mamamaydn’ na nagdurusa
kapag nasisira ang bukirin,

gatan' katvlad ng nangyari sa
Zambadles. " [,

Masayang-masaya ang,Con-

cerned Citizens of Sta. .Cruz sa

. pamumuno ni Dr. Benito Molino

- yan ng Sta. Cruz.

man

of o

sion ‘of

?M ines

of:

PAGMIMINA/NG MARMOL AT SEME
ng Departmient of En-
-vironment and Natural Resources (DENR) na ipa-
| sara ang 21 mining firms af isuspinde.ang pitong
- large-scale mining company sa bansa na na

the Philippifies (COMP) ang mag-
kakampanya upang hindi
Appointments ang

pisyal ng Chamber

makalusot sa Commis-
%!:alihim; Ibig sabihin,

A

ayan ng mahihirap

palaisdaan at bahura sa kara- ¢

dahil nagkaroon ng katarungan ang kaﬁfﬁmg
mdtdgal nang k'qmpangu laban sa mga kompan-
" yang surhira ‘sa’ kabut ayan ng mgd mamdma-

" Bagamat suportado si DENR Secretary Gina
Lopez ni Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte, may masa-

L] ang grups, madiskaril lamang

-ang pagkatalaga .ni Lopez sa
| kagawargn,” - - :
|+ Ngunitdapat ding pag-uku-

. |lan. ng .pansin: ni Lopez: hindi
o [lamang Y dn

\.l -mimina' ng marmol af semento,
| 1dlo sa malapit-sa watershed sa
| Buldacaii, Ang halos arew-araw
2| nd pagpapaputak ng dinamita
| af iba papig !

“maglalabas. ng : lobby money

mga nagmimina
ng mineral kundi pati ang nag- - | .

E_a 1g pampasabog doon.

fros

vkulan' 'n

mol's
bansa.

1.

mag‘r'ﬁg sa’'es

P

truktura 'ng Bustos at Angat Dams.
Napakamapanganib. nito kaya dapat ding pag-
ansin ng DENR .na“-magkaroon ng
awdit 5a lahat ng nagmimind ng's
a Bulacan, Riza

ay .naka ,'rekfo na_sa mga ba-
“hay at kalsada kaya delikado .

d ng'semento at mar-
pang panig ng afing

T S — : [

af ib
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L ‘Sa Pagpapasara sa 23 minahan -

2M MAGIGING;

- pagpapasara - ni Depar-
ment of Environment
-and Natural Resources

- (DENR) Secretary Gina

§& may 23 minahan

' at pagsuspmde sa ope-

¢ rasyon ngllmanglba pa,

I+ “Ayon-sa Chémber of
# Mines of the Phlbppmes
| (COMP), hi

 hassi Lopezsa pag- lIl'lb%tl
£2 sa opersyon ng may 4]

- metallic mines sa bansa,

. Sinabini COMP Chair-
“man Artemiio’ F: Disini na
' mnapelanastlakayFmance
. Secretaty -Carlos  Domin-

guez. na piidungin ang M-
herl Industry Wdustry Coordinating

-Council (MICC) para !a-~-- )
laka yin-kung may sapat nai

-ang DENR sa pag.- |
Papasara at pagsuspmde 53

Iumng minahan. .

T "We havc been support-

ive of govetnment's policies

govemment agreernents and
as parmers,.we feel there is
an. urgent-nead for conve-
nifig the:MICC to look into
the bBasisi of the arbma:y :
mine closire and suspension !
orders which' we believe -
was undertaken without due
process. The results of the |
audxstei;'as not been released
by Lopez saying that
it is too complicated," wika

lesmlsallhamkaySec '

ﬁ',I'AMIAY |

" Arinado: si. Dlsu'u na, {3

. . hgl
andpmgmmsasmvestorsm A

.',{ng COMP na ‘ipinasasara

malahan,gepeldongaksl-“

yoh ng DENR sa kanilang # ‘

“industriya lalo na't abot sa
1:2 milyon ang mawawalan
trabaho, '

Ang. mga. nuyembm'? _
operasyon ay angiBen- '
Gorp Nickel:, Mines, | |Era-

'LNL Archi- °
Iago Playmmn Gmup

g Ooeanago
Vat” Izpanto Consohdated
Mlmn

(%3

2t Corporation, Benguet H

Id =1z

Moumsrumﬂo R

e ety




FeB 257

e

/

DATE UPPER HALF
AGE. LOWER HALF

YES SERVICE

-

By MARY GRACE PADIN
and RHODINA VILLANUEVA

The Department of Fmance
(DOF) is reviewing the ruling
made by.a World Bank (WB)-
body ordering thé Philippine”
government to pay P800 mil-
lion in comipensation for. the

cancellation of the P18:7-bil-
lion. Laguna Lake Rehabilita- -
tion Project’ durmgtheAqmno ,

admu-ustratlon S

'ment of Invesl:nent stpu 5

for scrappﬁlng Ia

* at:most;- only 40 percent of

. the-project was done and the

allocatlon had all been used. -
 1ICSID ordered the: Ph1hp-

‘pine govemment ‘to pay P800 .

million plus interest t6 BDZ

for all the losses ifituirred by
_the firm for the pro;ect’ s can-

cellation. -
 We: ]ust got the documents

a few days.ago sowe’ll goover .

it carefully and we'll see what
l¢ i -

mguez said '
He said the Philippirie gov—

- ernjiient has a track‘record of

(ICSID), favored the Belgian ./ P

dredgingfirm Baggerwerken i

Decloedt En Zoon (BDZ).

Sought for comment, for- LR

mer president Benigno Aqumo

I1I said he has yet to read theJ

decxsron .
But he noted the Belglan
firm was the same one that ™

dredged the Pasig River before fﬂl

smd we w:ll alwa
our obhgatlons,”~ ]
In Apnl of las

his'tenuré as president and the *: 1ni

Department of Science and:-
Technology determined that

Inc. for bu11d1ng the N1noy
Aquino: Internatzonal Anport
Terminal 3, . [ !

been pa1 D mmguez sard
- For -his’part;
and Natural Resources Un-|

dersecretary Demetuo;Igna— :

cio said government lawyers{
would have to intervene’ since
the décisionis alegal issué.-
“It would ‘be : prudent to
consult the right: people first |

- so we'll kriow'what is.the riext |

thing fo'do;”said Tgnacip; for-|i

mer undersecnetary for pohcy =
~ and pl_

Meanwhlle,‘
Lake DeVelopment ‘Atthor:
ity (LLDA); an’ agericy under{*
the Department of Environ- |:
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR)'refused to comment
on the nlatter L :

cer Mureen Tolei tlno sa1d the

_?'._: - ‘.._-u-,__

_.;-...,_.' g

';ﬁz:

4 ' i midnight deal” of the prew—-.

the 'Laguna e
"Dan Fernandez asked Aqui-

9

L’LDA isnot the best agency to

'take a statement on the recent

rulmg by the ICSID. *~ - :. 5
- In'scrapping the project,

dit Aquirio said the P18, 7-billion:

sroject would involve the. re- i

+ mayal of silt from one pottion:;
Environment|:

f the lake to another and that: |
fthe objective was to increase

the water holding ¢ capacity of-;

- theilake, this would not- do i
. thejob. .
+'BDZ filed a P6—b1II1on law-'

.'suit for breach of contract
against the Philippines after.
the'deal was scrapped . uni-
i{aterally by the government.
n 2010 after the Aquino ad-
nijnistration identified it as a-

us administration. - <
Earlier, then Laguna Rep.-

'no to; immediately invésti-
‘gate‘the. alleged “midnight
“deal”.of the Arroyo admins
| istration. Fernandez said the !
prqject was awarded without

f |competitive bidding by the

DENR T RS
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sakorapsyon na kmasangku-

Acosta at Socorro Acosta

Assistance Fund. (PDAF)
nogng 2002.

iskam.

;ty_.

BAGONAANG
NAMAMAHALA SA LLD

ITULOY natin ang pagtajakay :
-kakakulong, bawal nairing
- humawak ng angmang po-
L sisyon sa pamahalaan si
Nasangkot ang. dalawa "
saP5.5milyongiskarhngkan- -
yang Priority Development -

tanng mag-mang Dk Nereus_

Natagpuan ng Sandlgan- ;
bayan ang mag-ina-na sang-:.."
kot ang mgaito sa nasabing -

: . 'mahalaan, bukod sa pag-
‘kabilanggo dahil "gmlty" rin
. siya sa kaughay na: kaso ng

Dahil dito, tihanggalna rini -
"ni Pangulong Redrigo Roa:
Duterte si Dr: Nereus na ge-.
neral manager ng Laguna -
Lake Development Authori- -

Bukod sa"1, ) _taong pag-

Acosta habambuhay
' Paiagay ko, maglng ka-
gawad sa barangay ay ba-
wal na rin.

Ganoon din sI Socorro—-

‘-habambuhay na rmg ‘bawal

na'magkaroon ng posisyon
& anomang:organo: ng pa-

korapsyon. T
, Pangulo noon si Ban[gno
Cojuangco Aquine Il nang

‘ilabas ng Sand:ganbayan :

syon sg nasabmg ahensya;

ml;ﬁNgayon

Ni I}IEI.SON S. BADILLA

Ang banggit sa akln ng_
mga kalblgan natm salLDA; -.ni _
napakatalamak ng korap—if . ryoso at tapat si
dina sa.pagpapatigi -
Korapsyon sa LLDA,
, 'ébantayanko angLLDA

Napakarammg kompanyax ,
ang nakikipagtransaksyon
sa LLDA haebligadong mag-1

bayad dah|lsa kamlang 'ba-| .' o5

iro ‘ema at hlnalng n'yo,
|tawpg, o i-text sa: 0998-
271, -
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Implementmg therules;

“on the prevention of. *
poIIutlon from shlps

TN August 2016, 1 wrote about
i} the need to protect the rarine
environment and the impact of

not fully implementing tlie In-

ternational Convention on the
Preventidn of Pollution fiom
Ships, 1973 as modified by the
Protocol in 1978 (MARPOL).
The Philippines ratified MARPOL

- and its Annexés 1 to V in 2000, 1

remember quite well how the Sen- -

- ate in conducting public hearings,
prior'to giving its concurrence. to'

the proposed ratification, asked

pertinent’ agenc1es i.e.iDepart-

' vironment dand Natural Resources

ment of Foreign Affairs (DFA),

- the' Maritime Industry Authority

(MARINA) and'the Philippine

Coast Guard (PCG) on whyittook

more than twenty years for them -

to work'on the ratification of a

very important miaritime ‘conven- -

tion as was propounded by these
agencies during the hearing.

" 17 years after ratifying MARPOL

and its Anniexes I to V, no law has
been passed to. implement its -

provisions, a necessary step for the
Philippines to-make good its com-

- mitment when it sigried as a Party
*to.the convention. Initiatives to

get Congress to pass legislanon to
implement MARPOL were unsuc-

. cessful. Without attributing blame.

to any one agency, it may bemore

* 21 mining compames after fallmg_,

- gress, with'at least two 'of su
" bills reflecting the same’ prov [
i sions as those filed in prev:ous

s-..‘n -

SEA-‘
THROUGH

PlMENTEL

lush vegetauon and thlck forest.
seen in the mountains, plains-and
“islands are 'wiped -out either by
"the incessant destructive logglng1-
mining and “kaingin™ activities
'This week the Department of En

t announced ‘the closure of at least

- the agency's audit; an effortwhich
hopefully will find its parallel‘in
preventing pollutlon from ships!

As before; bills dealing w1tl"r

the prevention of pollution from.

ships were filed at the 17th Coft:

Congresses, It is mind- bogglmg
that these'bills which' aimte
implement MARPOL and with
analogous texts haveto underg

- the same process evety time, onl

judicious to determine the reas'ons .

for the long drawn-out efforts. -
- MARPOL is con31dered one

| Certification and Watchkeeping
| for Seafarers (STCW) and the
| International Maritime Labor
: (llonventlon (MLC).

‘As'a concerned citizen of this

| .country, I feel obllged to take'

the matter up again with no

| Intention of giving up’ ' on ‘this

'lcldVOCaCY of making government
and maritime stakeholders realize -

' that environment protection from

shlp generated wastes is a natter

i archlpelago of ours.

' the protection, preservanon and. -

e recogmze,the focus - glven to

rehabilitation: of the ¢duntiy's

- MARPOL bills in Congress, let.
. that needs lirgefit attentiii: i/ thls

- ment to the Consutuuonal guar-
~ antee of the Tight fo'a balanceh

to be passed over until the n

. Congress. But should Congress be
" made responsxble for the impags

- in enacting MARPOL legislatxo%

or have the pertinent agencies an

. stakeholders done-enough to rall

| of the-four. p1llars of maritime. "
| regulations together with the
| Intéerriational Convention on the

support for the bills to get throu
the legislative process?

The requirements of MARPOL
though prowdmga lagical fram ¢
work in preventmg polluuon

" from ships, could be Compl

| Safety of Life at Sea [SOLAS), R
the International Convention
| on the Standards of Training,

therefore, maritime agencies suc
as MARINA; 'PCG, PPAand po

" authorities togethér with th
_ Department, of Transportano{u

- (DOTr) and the DENR must talg| '

the lead in convmcmg Congre
to enact a. MARPOL law, Thgs’e
agencies should at least act’as

- champions, for the MA‘RPOL la
© After all, these are ‘the agencn s

" expected to be conferred specific
" roles in the 1mplementanon and

enforcement of the Jaw, - ‘%,
As we track the progress-of the

not forget every 'Flllpmo s entit]g-

and healthful ecology i in accot '.
with the rhythm- atid hdfmor
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a 5- hectare property 111ega11y
" carved out of a mangrove area

along ‘the coastal outsklrts of
+ the c1ty center.

Lopez also called: out local
officmls for allowmg ;the ram-
pant’ cutting of mamgmves in

Barangay San Manuel’ and ac-
cused acting city pohce chief,
Supt Ruben Sarmlento of al-
legedly ‘coddling” the devel-
oper. of the property; Where a
subdmsmn would be built,
Lopez in a post on her Face-
book account, sald a* team from

(DEI;IR)'

structm'es mf tfhé ;

l . ered by a spec1a1 proc arflénon

. FI-].S a mangrove 'reservatlion,'

: I'.oﬂez railed at the machon
: of city offlclals and the pohce

failed to grant

was coddlmg the group that'
built houses m San Ma.nuel’ 3
mangrove area. 7

He 'said’ the(;ldcg_l,‘,pg

did not recewe‘ a “Cledr. .
from the Pluhppme Natl nail-
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I]ENH UNDERSECRETARY.UNDERSCOR g |
i * "GREEN PRODUSTIVITY INSCHOOL

|

: i .{
Department of’ Energy and Natural R {irces (DENR)- ;

. ‘undersecretary for Intematmnal Affair & 3t
]omed educatmnal mstltutxons and commu"
j echmques dunng fhe conferenc hoste
fiohal School and Colfeges \(S1SC) for t
h 5(CotS) school end the Ba\fan ay an

oite .—.‘.<_'—1 “

By Southwlle Inte
: Gonsor’cmm of. the

' 'Muntmlupa Cltles
‘.* Representing DENR Secretary Gma Lopez Leones empha.iz‘ed

.1mportance of green productivity in*‘effectively:, mariaging ‘
. énvironmerit which is one of today's most exigent global i msu[s in the",

. face of the accelerating rate of depletion ofthe earth's natural resources; -
‘This situation has been noted as the cause of global’ ng and
climate change, and green productivity is an, ;effective. measurearp"

. -mitigating this, He re1teratecl the respon51b111ty of schools in & nrahrg_-,l

e students to become the green productivity atribassadors of/ the next'|

" generatxon. He likewisg, enjoined the officials of thie batarigays and tife

 -villages to lead thelr constifuents in practicing green produ nvjty in

' thelr respective spheres of influence. -, - . 1

' "The conference was facxhtated by green preductunty prac titioners,

" from .the Development Academy of the. . Philippines (DAP), Tess:

Selomon and Dorothea, Navarro, articulating the best pragtices: to

* protect the environment, save on operau 1 costs for the prd 1
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Stocks end flai: on thm tradmg

By IRIS GONZALES

o A e b s [EIRE R

Share prices firmed up at the close of trading yester-
day although volume turnover remained lackluster due
. to the lack of leads, particularly on corporate earnings.

The benchmark Philippine ended at 7,226.70, inching
Stock Exchange index (PSEi) 0.01 percent or 0.79 point after

LN LIS e L T

Financials, Industrial and Ser-
" vices — while Holding Firms,
Property and Mining and Oil
closed in negative territory.
The Mining and Qil sub-
sector is stilt reeling from the
order of Environment and
Natural Resources Secretary

WAL Wl

Gina Lopez to close 23 mining
companies.

Among those affected by the
DENR order are the following
listed firms: Benguet Corp.,
Nickel Asia Corp., Mareven-
tures Holdings Inc., Lepanto
Consolidated, Oriental Pen-

Crach e Sedieni el 1 G

b

trading in the reEd for most of
the session.

The broader All Shares in-
dex gained 9.32 pomts or0.21
percent tp finishfat 4,375.03.

Other counters, meemwlule,
were a miixed bag once again,
with some finishing higher —

B Al e F T R b R -

insula I\esourcrr:s and Global
Ferronickel Holdmgs
Totalvalue turnover during
yesterdpy's session reached
P5.67 billion. Decliners out-
numbered gainers, 103 to
81, while 48 stocks were un-
changed. '
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