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‘ 'HE Department of Env1ronment
and Naturral Resources (DENR) - ;
- on Thursday otdered the closure The. umber of big mines -

" of 23 large-scale mining 0perat1_ons, a‘  that passed the audit
‘move which could cut GDP by © "~ ghes

" Em _rbnment Secretary Regina.

: - .P VL)L Id re in
- 0. 5 percetitage point, accordmg to T newst le?fﬁéofThurfé’;;ifatch
an e ConomISt - : : o DENR decxsmn:s final.
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"They [mining firms] can appeal their case to I’resident
Duterte He'fias the final say,” Lopez sajd.

" $he warned mining firms to comply with the closure order
ofthe DENR. “Unless they appealed to the Presldent theyshould'1
immediately stop thelr operation.”

¥ tiave reportedtothel’residentaboutwhatisgolngto hap-
pen.' And | know fora factthathe lovés the people, Lopezsald
adding that the decision to close the mines is anchored on her
behefthatminlng has caused”massive envrronmentaldamage

' During the news briefing, the DENR chief presented photos
and showed a video of the adverse environmental lmpactofthe

mines in Zambales, Homonhon Island In Edstern Samar, Dinagat"’

Island-and Surlgao def Norte: -

- The photos and video showed the 4 lscoloratlon of water in

heawiy sflted rivers an seas near the mines.

-Ordered closed were theiron oremine of Ore Asla Minlngand o

Devetopment Corp, iri Bilacan; gold and nickel minie of Benguet

-Corp. in Benguet; and the nickel mine of Benguet(orp Nickel

Mines Inc., Eramen Minerals Inc., ‘Zambales Diversifiéd Metals -

Corp. and LNL Archipelago:Minerals Inc. In Zambales.
- OnHomanhon Island in Eastérn Samar three mining corppa-

nies were issued closere orders—M. Sinal Mining Exploration g

and Development Carp, and Techlron Mineral Resources, Inc,,
~ On Dlnagat Islands an rsland-provrnce in Mindanao, seven
of the nine mines were covered by the closuré ‘order. They are

AAMPHILNaturaIResourcesi:'xploratwn Kromice |nc., SinoSteel. .. -
Philippines H. Y. Mining Corp., Griental Syneregy Mining Corp., .

WeIIelenlng Corp., LibjoMining Corp. and OrlentaIVislon Min-
ing Philippines Corp
In Surigao del Norte the DENR ordered the closure of seven

operating mines, Thiey. are the Adnama Mining Resources Corp,,

Claver; Mmer‘al Develapment Corp;, Platinum Development Corp.;-

CTPConstructioriand Mining Corp., Carrascal Nickel Corp,, Marcven-

tures Mining arid Development Corp. and Hinatvan Mining Corp.
The DENRalso issued suspenslon orders against fivemining
firms—Berang Nickel Corp., Citinickel Mines and Dévelopment
Corp., Lepanto Consolidated Mining Corp., OceanaGold Phils.,,
and Strong Bullt Mining Development Corp. -
- (fthe 41 large-scale mines, only12 passed the mine audit

based on Lopez’s set of criteria, which is anchored on soclal jus-

tice. Theaudltcriterlalncluded the environmental; biodlversity
and social aspects of mining.

‘Compromised audit’ |

THE Chamber of Mines of the Phillppines (COMP) decrled the an-

nouncement made by Lopez that she wants to close 23 minés
and suspend an additional five operations.

0

"Miningcompanleswereinvitedbythegovernrnentto]nrest '

in the Philippénes and signed contracts with them as partners in

minefal-resourcedevelopment, By enteringIntothese contracts,

the government s bound to observe due process, The DENR sec-

retary cannot jiist shut down mines without due process,"COMP

Chairiman Artemio F. Disini sald In a statement,

The COMPsaid it standsbyits members and questioned the
manner by which the DENR mirie audit was conducted particu-
farly the inclusion of anfimining activists.

“We are not againstastnct implementation of the Iaw In_ .

fact; we haeeoften caliedforstncterrnonltormg ofallminlng op-
eratlonsinthecounrry Whatwequestionisthe blasand partiality
of the auditfrom the very start with Secretary Lopez! searlystate-

“Withthe Inclusion of antimining aré psintheauditteams,
you cah see that the'audit was compromised. Thie| participation
oftheseant[mlning activistsimmediately ralses the questlon of
whether the results are impartial,” Halcon added

The oMP alsosaiditlamentshowtheaudlt rev’imndlngs
were first made:known through a press conference

“If the audit found vlolations, the' law provldes fora; proce—
dure. She'should have filed the appropriate cases of Invoked the
arbitration dause of the mining agreements, Jur members have
not feceived anyformal dedision but have already been sub]ected
totridl by publlcity, ‘Halcon sald, ‘

*Unfortunately,'it seems that her dedision to close these
mines was hased merely on a quick fly-hy. aver Surigao del Sur
last wee‘lr ing chopper during the height-of thie rainy season, It
mayhi liave been baséd on the review.conducted by the Mines
and Geosclences Bureau, she added, @‘*“ aar

Lopez, however,clarmedtohavevrsitedallthe minésand her
decision.were based on documentary_evidences she.and other

‘DENRofficjals gathered during the auditand evaluation process.

She afso sald she flew over the mines-via helicopter and
took aerial footages and photographs herself uslng her cellular
phone duting the process: A

She'said COMP‘s members, the majorlty of them now 150 -
14001 certifed, with several undergorngtheatcreditation pro-
cess; have not| been "remiss on their diities” - -

“Even as we faced challenges in 2016, we. paid our. taxes
faithfully, contributed to the bettermént of our host communi-
tles,anddidourpanincaringfortheenvlronmem Halconssald.

*Butthe DENR secretary does notseemtoseethe miningin-
dustryasthegovernment spartnerin growlngtheeconomy She

© seesminersasviliains, evenwhen mining companleshave always

beenaconsistentpartner of their host communities,” sheadded.

COMP called on the Mining Industry'Coordlnating Council
(MICC), co- chairedbytheDepartmentofFinance,toconveneand
review the policles and “arbitrary actions” of Lopez.

Economrc impact , .

FORMER Mines and.Geosciences Bureau Director Leo Jasareno,
who actsasconsultant to Lopez said the closure orderwill affect
the country ‘sannual metals output. Nické! production alene, he
said, will go down. by 50 percent, considering that mest ofthose

ordered close are hickel producers.

The Phlllppines s the world’s top nickel producer and Chi-
na's srngle maJor source of raw materials for the production of

" various steel produicts; such as stainless steél, Jasareno, added

that aralind 20,000 workers stand to lose their ]DbS because of
the closure order. a
Lopez sald the DENR will pursue area developiment in the

_area, | Instead of: orderrng the company to implement their final

mine rehab and closure plans. Lo
She added that once closed, the DENR will have access to

- funds intended forthe rehabilitation of inactive mines,

“We have funds but the prablem is’ We.cannot use this fund

* menits that'skié does not fike mining arid wouldlike o See fines
, closed,” sald| Ne‘Ia C. Halcon, COMP e;;ec tive vice presldent

-

S e e e em

23 large—seale mlnes

82p cent of the income from minmg goes o minlng compa-

© nfes.] hepeoplearesuffermgastheyrakemproflt Lopezsaid.

ccording to Lopez, majority ofthe mines thatwere ordered °

* closegare operating within critical watersheds. She has earlier

dedlafed watersheds as “off-limits” to destructive development-:

pro_je 4 and wants mining out of watersheds, ~: S beT

Water is life. Water is more important than money or :

- "gold,] Lopezsaid.,

Lat

eblamedthegovernmentandthe'DENRforaIIowIngmln- ‘
ing ta happen withln watershed, which she said. compromises
theli tegntyofthecountrysfreshwater resurces. ' "
. The National Economic and Development Authorrty (Neda).
and Iqcal economlsts, however, threwtherrsupportbehmd the..,

‘ DENRP Hecfsion to close 23 mines.

-Needa Undersecretary Rosemarie G. Edrllontoldthe Business- 5
Mizro thattheimpactontheeconomymgeneralwlll be“mini-

_mal" utcouldheslgnrfrcantontheregionalorcommunltylevel

job lesses in.the mining sector.

K belosses

. _the economy S '

" Edillon sald the key is to provide safety nets forthosethat
erl b affected by the DENR's decision. '
. hey Iteyrsto provide safety nets to those who willbead-" .

-.versel ‘affected For the Industry, it's really aboutmalrlng sure

thato Iyresponsibleflrmsoperate It'sabout compliance tothe
law; no.new laws are being enacted,”shesald. = < - -
' %wever, University of Asia and the Pacific School of Eco- .

. nomics Dean Cid L. Terasa projected that the counitry’s GOP will * |

becu duetotheposslblereductron|nhouseholdconsumption« :
“Térosa estimated that GDP. growth could decline by.0.5.
percentage point if household consumption slows due to' the

) Ithough mining.is capital Intensive, the dlrect and indi- "~

. fect] hs that will-be lost will reachi thousands,” Tefosa sald.

“Fore ery peso lost In mining, 0.5 to 0.9 centavos can be Iost

elsewhire In'the economy.” SR .
Former Labo Secretary Rene E. Ofreneo said while there could :

the creation.of safety nets could cushlon the. Impact on i

He.said these could include efforts of the DENR to “clean :
up” an as that were heavily darnaged by irvesponsible mlning
practices. Byconductingthrsprogram thosewholosttherrjobs
in minjrig could shift to these nitiatives.

0 eneosaidcleanupmrtratrvescouldalsomcldetreeplant-
ing in affected areas and mangrove planting in mining areas,

H sald "irrespansiblemining practices” mthecountryleads
togre terlossesln terms of the livelihobds affected by mining.

" “Thé k{fid ofmlnlng we have hereis ajob killer,1am 100 percent

in support of the closure.”
Offéfieo noted that mine tailings éould contaminate mu- _.
nicipa flshing grounds and affect the livelihood of fishermen, |
He, sald what Is needed is for mining companies to have .

" valug-adding activitles. Ofréned said these can be similar to -

what | being dane in Indonesia; where mining companies are :

forbldgeri from shipping out raw ore.

0f eneoaddedthatmmlngr rmsinIndonesia processwhatever ;
theym neinthecountrybeforeselhngtotheinternatronalmarket
Based on the October 2016 Labor Force Survey, there'aie 41.66 -

million empioyed persons nationwide working in various sectors

unless we close the mines. | don't care a_bg_ut the taxes. About

and industrles. Of this figuie, around 717 million, or172percent ‘
areworlringintheindustrysector ThePSAsald 222,152 are worklng ‘

th and t “
in eml_nl_ng__ouarrylngsec or.
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" By Ronnel w. Dommgo,

' Jayme}e T:.Gamil -
andLeila B. Salaverrla
@Team Inqulrer

nwronment Secretary Glna
o -opez on Thursday announced
1au order. forj the: closure of23
tmines, mamly for rummg wa-
tershed areas "nd "“indiscrimi:
Ipate mining.”
“It is time for- social Justrce
fYou cannot run your. business
and affect our farmers and fish-
ennen. ‘Thls ds., not acceptable
-under the Du_ fte administra-
-tion and not acceptable under
tthe DENR (Department of Envi-
Re-

'sources) " Lopez sard
- She also: :
-mining} firms: :
Y FpowLng 't mlnmg m—'
*dustrys “disrup! ron that , in-
‘volved ‘some fitms related to
", 'several pubhcly listed compg—
“nies,; the ‘mining ‘and oil indéx.
~ ~fell by ' 65 percent on Thurs-
‘day Shares of Benguet Corp.”~
“and. “Qriental ' Peninsula Re-‘
“soutces Ggoup In sl1d by 1o 38
percen%“"‘ i

' Appeal to the Presrdent i “”b

*  Lopez said'tlié mine opeta- . |

“tors could appeal thee closuréor
suspensron order to the Pre51-
“dent.”™ - ..
Ing speech on Thursday, Mr.
‘Duterte said he had told Lopez .
to be fair and legal.
Four of the Zambales mines -
. set to be cClosed ‘are extracting
& nickel in: ,a functional water-
_shed, Lopez said.
,‘m Eastern Samar province, she
fsaid, caused.the “siltation.of
.coastal waters {and) destruction’
tof the watershed" on the island. .
Lopez ‘also ordered the, cIo-»

e W R

" : ' * Ty
pY) .-h!:,;_.___ t .

uspended t" ve . -
g kind .of mining: :operations in"

. Three- mines. in Homonho‘n .

K I

sure ‘of seven mines o1 'Dmagat

Islands B TP
S S A

-+'  Social injustice: - < <~

" “What happened-in Dinagdt"

hs social injustice, the mountain

-was ‘denuded,” she. said; “Did
jyouknow that there isig natural
‘bonsai forest in Dinagdt? We’
can: put an-eco-lodge there:I
want Dinagat toirest and maxi-
‘mize the bonsai. forest for. eco--.
tounsm
.She also wantéd shuttered
Iseven mines in': Sungao ‘del
'Norte province. |: " O e
" .The mines rare- ‘operating‘-,
mostly in a watershed. and have -
ccaused siltation-of nearby wa- -
Iters, she said. 2400
“Water is life. To: have any -

' R
H ‘fsw","' .ot

|',"‘

watersheds—not  just. ‘pro-.’
claimed watersheds; . even
functional watersheds—~=isun-’
acceptable Yourcannot thave
any kind of mining: operatlon

“in awatershed. That’ slikesay="" .

“ing,'The gold ornickel is mdre-
important thantthe water our -
people drink.’ We will notial-
lowrithe water of our people to:
beat risk for any busmess in- v
terest,” she said. :
“Especially in 2030, ‘our’ séi-
entists are telling uswe” regoing .
to have a water shortage. OQur:
water levels are going dow cli- -
‘mate change is - commg.‘" 'she
added. A
. .She noted lthat ‘Hinatuan
Mining—part  of~r « Nickel-

TS

ot‘ the 1sland” of the.sarhe name,:
'i e :.--.! ca
Half of PH nickel output
‘Of thé mines facmg ¢lo=
sure 17 are involved-in nickel ®
productlon These' firms: alto-1
gether represented: about half
of the country’ s annual nickel .

i [
1

“areadev
I’ the

N S

+ ThelP} _111ppmes has been the
world's biggest supplier of nick-
el since 2012, following Indoneé-
sia’s ban nmmeral eXports.

_ In the:wake of the mine clo-
sures, thé: environtent chief
.said sshe
'el'op_m'ent approach” in
! affected . - communities,
which/lazgely eritails developing’
ecotourisim - and ‘natural re-
source~b : sed mdustrles

well- be'
added : _u\;'-:r ’ }
b Mar ventures - Holdmgs
(MARC) presrdent JIsidro ‘Alcan-
tara Ir did: that-while his com-"
pany’s operations in Sungao del
Sur: were purportedly in a'wa- -
tershed): “our MPSA- (mineral

" produc on'sha;rin‘g agreement)

givesu prror nghts under the

‘law"' ofeg
iAsia—caused the»“destructlon te

" Hevddded that' “our opera-

- tions a e"responmble and -the .

waters'” in. all. nvers w1thm‘

- MARGdfE tlean.”,

' Lepdntd-said it-had not vio-
lated any'" environmeéntal laws.
—WITH REPORTS FROM DORIS DUM-
LAO-ABA.LILLA 'AND ALLAN NAWAL
INQ vty 4

'wag-iconsidering - an. . -
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‘l'ie-:[;)'epartm:Eﬁf of ﬁﬁvironmeht

: ancf Natural Resources (DENR) has i

qi;hér large scale mmers followmg

a,mx-month industry-wide audit, .
. In abriefing yesterday;: Env1ronment

C,reta;:y Gina Lopexsaid 21 of theJ
eguntry 541 mlnmg«,,flrms would be
¢lpsed -down for breach of env:ronmen-

, tal standards ST

B ;We‘ ave also demd, d&to close down
kil functuonal
as rlghtfully

_;]ustlce [ ami’ f
not agamst mmlng -.b tdram agamst
suffermg, Lopez sala.'.-: )

. Turn to B- 3

: DENR closes... ; From B-1

r. A ! /)
”If there are busmesses and foreigners

 that o and utilize the resources of the area
- for their benefit and thespedple suffer then !

* that's social injustice,” she added.

-1 .. Among the 21 fitms.are Benguet

Corp Nickel Mines;: Zambales Diver-
~sified Metals Corp., 'LNL Archipelago
Mmerals, Eramen Minerals Inc., AAM- :

Phil Natural Resources.- Explorat:on‘ R

» arid Development Corp., Kromincg,
- Sinosteel Philippines HY. M1mng Corpf
Oriental Synergy Mining, Wellex Min- -
- ing, Libjo Mining and Oriental Vlsmn’
-Mining Philippines.. ... ... :
. “I'blame the DENR because it’s also
; their fault. They didn’t do anythmg for
ecotourism,” Lopez said. . o
Other firms ordered- shut down are
- located in Surigao del Norte— Adnama -,
Mihing Resources, Clavér Mineral Devel- ,

opment, Platinum’ Development Corp., -

CTP Construction and Mining, Carrascal
. Nickel Mining, Marcventures Mining
| and. Development Corp ,“and Hinatuan
' -Mmmg

Also_ cove.rediby- :the‘-e_lo'sq_re order are’

1 yelopment ]
. Mineral Resoiirces,
“and Techlro "Mins-;
. eral.Resources, all.
three are loc ed in

. have15 daysto ap-
peal their cage be-

. fore the DENR and
should their ;plea
- get rejected)ithey .
-eould eIevaté_ their
i: case to Pre ident .

. "They carl Ccept
3 theclosure nd just |
i“help DENR _w1th,

. that appeal 8 .,es to'.ﬂ
. the Presiden ‘. . The.

pez said..
Im Davao Clty
. ‘yesterday, Presi-

" dent Duterte said |

mmmg compairues
The DENR,.
meanwl'ule, ordened |

thesuspensmnof rongNICREI :
Corp OceanaGolgePhlhppmeSf-
13panto»ConSoh ted Mlmng, :
Citinickel Mines d Develop—
ment, Ore A51a

Bullt Mmmg _' :
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DENR closes... From B3

. ”There are also unresolved

- agncultural issues, leakage of

. mine tailings; environmental
 violation and siltations. They
‘need to fix- the1r system and
"address th
residents,”

plamts of |

TR T

Nlckel A51a Corp
Tuba N1cke1 Corp . _‘

fes; Phrl"%ga Mmmg, Apex‘

pe
On]y 12 passed the au-

: Mmmg, Pac1f1cN1ckel Ph‘.ll-

ippines, Agata Mmmg Ven-
tures, Century Péak Metals
Holdings and SR Metals.
The audit foc_used on safe-
ty and health, mine environ-
mental management social

development mining tene-!

ment, Clean Air Act, Clean
Water Act, hazardous waste.
and solid waste.

The audit team comprlsed
of the DENR central and
reglonahofflces, the Mines

Geosciences Bureau, Envi- .

ronmental Management Bu-
reau, Biodiversity Manage-

- ment Bureau, Ecosystems

Research and Developmeént
Bureau, the Department of
Health, tlié'Department of -
Agriculture and various |
c1v11 society organizations.

-.Non-government organi- -
zation Alyansa Tigil Mina
‘lauded the audit findings
‘o and called 1t a ”logrcal con-

-clusion.”
.On the other hand, the |
Chamber of Mlnes of the |

Ph1llppmes (COMP) decried

the mine andit results as

“seven of its meémbers were

among the f1rms that were
ordered closed
“Mining. compames were

invited by government to I’ "L
4
L mvest in the Phrhppmes and

tioned the way the audit w

conducted noting the includ
- 'sion of . antl-mmmg artwists‘ 4
that tainted the process. .

- “What we question’is tl'l
_bias and partiality of thi
audit from the ver .rsta,r
‘with Secretary Lopez early‘
statements that she dges nof

The Chamber also: qu{j ‘

L

. like rnmlng and would liké *

“OMP

t6'see'mines closed,”

executive vice: pre 1dent ‘

Nelia Halcon said. ‘
“With the inclus on;o‘
‘anti-mining groups in-the
audit teams, you ¢gn see
that the audit was cotnprod

mised. The participation .

of these anti- -mining ctiv-

ists immedijately raises the
_question of whether br not
“the results are impa tla,l ”
she added.

. When she assumeld the
;post Lopez ordered an ips
logk -

inte the adequacy and efr
f1c1ency of environmental
protectlon measures akgn

;'dustry -wide audit tc;l

by the mining comp_me;s; ‘
‘determine gaps in; hose .

imeasures-and identif ri-tHhid
rdppropriate pena1t1 '
:violations of mining
env1ronmental laWs ¢

i€
i

k %@ég&??

fl_\at for n{any f

'e‘of»Mmd

b
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(DENR, decided to close down
g an half of all the mirié operations
1k the country and suspends seven more
#s the result of the natmnwxde aud1t it
Jgunched Jast year, .-

4 In a bid to make.a “statement" as en-
ironment secretary, former anti-mining

i
3
, vocate Gina Lopez already. proceeded
l

Hispend seven more,
r‘k Of the total 41 metalli .mmers, only

has passed while the decision:for- one.

company was left hangmg as of now

b shut down 21 mining compames and -

x ::'::A"’ixiq"j;ﬁ-ﬁ

iNﬂi' e T 1GBG

ST pnoonﬁiej
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is about social justice. If busmesses go to
certam areas and they beneﬁt from the
resources of these areas, and theapeople
who live theré suffer, there's soclal injus-

ticé," DENR- Secretary Gma Lopez sa:d .

yesterday

"Watér is hfe We will notnsk thewater.

“in the interest of busmesses ‘In that line,

. we have decided to close down any mining

operation near functional water. No law
proclaims watershed is funchonal There

can'f and must not have any kind of mdus- R

trial; (actmty) near watersheds. ‘ '

Chmate change is coming, water le{rels '
are coming down. It's not acceptable," she ’

added

Compames that were:suspended are
- Oceana:Gold Philippines, Ine., Lepanto -
Consohdated Mining, Citinickel Mn: esand

Development Corp., Berong Nickel Corp.,”
Ore'Asia Mining Corp., and Strong Built

- ‘Mining Development Corp,. ; .

Mining firms that were closed down
on the other hand, were BenguetCorp

. Nlckel Mmes Inc., Eramen Mingrals,
+ Inc;, Zambales Dwersn’ied Metals Corp s

LNL Archlpelago Minerals; Inc Mt Sinai
Mining. Exploration and Development
‘Corp., Emir Minerals Corp., TechlIron

. Mineral Resources, Inc. AAMPHIL Natu-

ral Resources Explorat:on, Kromico, Inc.,

SinoSteel Philippines H.Y Mining Corp.,
Oriental Synergy Mining Corp., Wellex
Mining Corp., Libjo Mining Corp., Oriental

ston Mmmg Phlllppmes, Corp " ADNAMA .

: “Mylssuelsnotaboutmmmg Mylssue o

~ Butdy

linin =Resources Corp Claver Mineral
Develc pment Corp., Platinum Develop-

.ment Qorp., CTP Construction and Mining .

Corp., {(arrascal Nickel Corp.,, Mareven- | -
tures Mining and Development Corp., and- o
Mlmng Corp :

"doesn’ t care-about the money.” o
- "Whocares about GDP (gross domestic' - *
produc 3 ifpeople are suffermg'? We should - . -
inérease GDP but it should come from a*
decentjway," she noted. -
‘Aecording to her companies can make - -
an app ,al to President Rodrigo Duterte.
ing a national convention that was - ..
heid in| Davao on Thursday, Duterte said
he: sup orts DENR's closure order against |

sever blg mines.

- Th se who passed are Philex Min- - ;
mg Corp., Rio Tuba Nickel Mining Corp., =
Carme _‘Copper Corp., Cagdianao Mining -
‘Corp., gamto Mining Corp., Greenstone . ;

‘ Resources Corp., Philsaga Mining Corp., . .

Apex Mnnng Company, Inc., Pacific Nickel

_ Philippines Inc., Agata Mmmg Ventures, .

Inc,, CenturyPeak Metals Holdmgs Corp . .] f
SR‘Me C

;t_o provide them, saying the report
of MGB Is in.contrast with the decision of !

-lif‘ ,
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BY JED MACAPAGAL

HE Department of Environment
© and Natural Resources (DENR)
" yesterday said it has ordeféd the
closure of 21 mines in the camipaign fo fight
environmental degradation by the inGlistry.

The 21 mines represent half of The 41
mines audited last year. Of the 21'#{iines
ordered closed, 15 were found to boper-
ating inside functional watersheds-They

~ were said to have poltuted water ggstems
and silted up rivers. %s
. 'The closure order appears to be counter
to what the Mines and GeosciencesBureau
had earlier recommended but DENK secte-
tary Regina Lopez was adamant about the
closure order. Coe
. The closed mines represent 50 percent
of the country’s total nickel produgtion and
about 10 percent of world supply .

" - Lopez said operations of six other mines
have been suspended including the coun-
try’s top gold mine operated by Australia’s

. Oceanagold Corp. 3
. Of the 41 mines, 13 passed while six
are for suspension and one was deferred
judgment, -

Lopez said she is not concerned about
the money but that “the people should
not_suffer. . “Why should they, suffer, so
that stock market goes up? What's more
important, stock market or wellbeing of
our people?” raged Lopez in a briefing
yesterday. - By

“We will close down any kind of mining
in functional watersheds,” Lopez said.

“You, cannot have any kind .of mining
operation in a watershed. It’s like saying
the gold or nickel that foreigners want to
get is more important than the water that
our people drink... We will not allow the
water of our people to be at risk for any
business interest,” she said, .

Four of the companies for closure are in
Zambales, namely Benguet Corp. Nickel
Mines Inc., Eramen Minerals Inc., Zambales
Diversified Metals Corp. and LNL Archi-
pelago Minerals Inc. ‘

v .

o

Three are located in Hombnhon island

in Fastern Samar: Mt. Sinai Exploration and

. Development Corp., Emir Minerals Corp.,
and Techiron Mineral Resources Inc.

In Dinagat islands, seven companies will

be shut down: AAMPHIL Na

Exploration, Krominco In
Philippines H.Y. Mining C

Synergy Mining Corp.,

Corp.,Libjo Mining Corp. a

Resources
., SinoSteel
Ip., Oriental
ellex Mining
1ld Oricntal Vi

sion Mining Philippines Corp.

Completing the list of

s asked to
cease operations are thosc?[‘;?:)m Surigao
del Norte: Adnama Mining Resources
Corp.,Claver Mineral Devcl(l)pment Corp.,

Platinum Development Co
struction and Mining Corp., Carrascal.

., CTP Con-

Nickel Corp., Marcventuses Mining gnd
Deyeclopment Corp. and Hinatuan Mining

Corp.-Tagana-an.

Sy,

Lopez said the erring mining firms may
file their appeal but the final say will come
i ¥

from President -Duterte.
“The closure becomes

Enﬁl when the

i it 1 the
president says it 15 bc_cigu‘ ¢ usually they

can appeal. If the prcsidc&t says it really

shouldn’t be, it really isn’
more difficultto address

, but it's much

a closure thana

suspension and my interest inthe closure

is that if it closes, I can
funds to-heal the lands,”

She noted the decision
mining operations are not
recommendation given b

lusc the rehab _

opez said.

; close the said
ified with the
the MGB.

“MGB is rccommendatt{:ry but I visited
the people myself, I used my judgment.

Whatever they did has n

I made my decision as Ca})
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made my decision as Cabinet secretary,”
Lopez said.

However, Lopez said she does not want to
publicize*MGB’s recommendations so as not
to “rock the boat.”

The Chamber of Mines of the Philippines
(COMP) siid the DENR’s order did not observe
due process.

“Mining companies were invited by gov-
ernment to invest in the Philippines and
signed contracts with them as partners in
mineral resource development. By entering
into these contracts, government is bound
to observe due process. Secretary Lopez
cannot just shut down mines without due
process » Artemio Disini, COMP chairinan,
said in a statement.

Nelia Halcon, COMP executive vice presi-
dent, said the group is not against strict im-
plementation of the law but is questioning the
bias and partiality of the audit.

“With-the inclusion of anti-mining groups

in the audit teams, you can see that the audit

was compromised. The participation of these
anti-mining activists immediately raises the
question of whether or not thejresults are
impartial,” Halcon said.

COMP also lamented the audit teview find-
ings were first made known through a press
conference,

“If the audit found violations, the law
provides for a procedure. She should have

filed the appropriate cases or invoked the

arbitration clause of the mining agreements,
Our members have not received; any formal
decision but have already been subjected to
trial by publicity,” Halcon explained.

COMP also said Lopez “does not seem to see
the mining industry as govemmept § partner
in growing the economy,” but * sees miners as
villains, even when mining companies have
always been a consistent partner of their host
communities.”

“My issue here is not about mmmg, my issue
here is social justice,” Lopez, a staunch envi-
ronmentalist, said at the briefing that showed

footage of damage from rhining toan audience
including priésts-and residents of mlmng conl-
munities. .o )

“Why iis mining more 1mportant than peo-

ple’s hves?”

News of the mine closures sent global nickel
prices higher. .

The risk of nickel supply disruption from
the Philippines should boost global prices of
the metal, analysts say, with the initial mine
suspensions last year and the threat of more
having fueled a rally.

“The Philippine. disruption should have a
bigger impact on the overall nickel market con-
sidering it is the biggest nickel ore producer
in the world,” said ANZ commodity strategist
Daniel Hynes.

“If they are hard and fast orders, then. the
nickel price should be well supported.”

Three-month nickel on the London Metal
Exchange rose to a 2-1/2-week high of
$10,375 a ton in limited Asian trading with
China still shut for the Lunar New Year break.

Ronald Recidoro from the COMP said-
companies named on the list would “defi-:
. nitely” take legal action, initially filing a:
motion for reconsxderanon with Lopez sj

agency.

“The audit process was clea ly ﬂawed " Re-
cidoro told Reuters, noting the Chamber had;
opposed the inclusion of anti ining groups
in the audit teams. Jm

Duterte has backed Lopez’s mining aud:t
warning last year that the Philippines could sur-i
vive without a mining industry, He Supported.
Lopez’s latest action on Thursday.

Mines ordered for closure linclude those
run by Hinatuan Mining Corp, a unit of top:
Philippine nickel ore produ%r Nickel Asia:
Corp and BenguetCorp Nickel Mines Inc.

Several companies, including Australia’s;
Oceanagold, said they had not received any
official orders.

“There is no legal basis for| any proposed
suspension,” Oceanagold said in a statement..
with Reuters- ~ :

|
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~ Armyexecvowsiointensity
warvsitiogal logging i Aurora
' By MAMER BANEZ .

* BALER, Aurora -- A top offici?a'lvpf ‘Army’s 56th
Infantry Brigade has vowed to!intensify the war
! against illegal logging in the -privivice and its’
‘suburb _areas of responsibilities this yeaf; -
; Lt. Col, Louie DS.: Villanueva, Tatsg Battalion com-
mander based -in Bgy. Calabuanan, recently said "that
¢ they renewed their commitment to Aurera Gov. ‘Gerardo
A. Noverag fo boost the anti-illegal logging opérations,
together with the police, as part of the campaign to save
this province’s-forests. against loggers.” ~ - . - -
“Illegal Togging remains one of the top concerns of .
Gov. Noveras,” Villanueva said, explaining that it is the
mandate of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP)
' to support the plans and programa -of the. government
- and to help the. Department of Enviroamient and Natural
. Resources (DENR) and police to proteet the mountains, i
. forests and other natural resources: :. .
He said that through the conduet of anti-fllegal log-
: fiug operations, the Army has apprehended 10-illegal
. loggers, seized 9,647 board feet of assorted: illegally-cut
. lumber, two chainsaws. and one abandoned vehi. e-which .
; were propérly. turned over to the authority within the . ;
v®aied. of ‘opérations in the provinces of Aurora, Nueva .

. Vizedya and: Nueva Ecija.
, PRI




STRATEGIC

()MMUNICA'I TON AND INITIATIVES

03 FiB 25
DATE UPPER HALF
PAGE LOWER HALF

SERVICE

msswr ish mu wwrs nur

‘7 ‘Mm ‘

‘By Edwin o. Fernandez
@mqmmdanao SCSTMPY ‘a :

LAKE . SEBU SOUTH COTA—

BATO—A massive fish killhas

left thlS lakeside town, Central
Mlndanao 5 largest tilapia sup-
plier, gasping for air.
More, than P120 million’
wbrth of ulapra grownin Lake:
. Sebu was lost in what officrals"
" said was the worst ﬁsh krll 1o
hit this town in years..
: Authorities blamed heavy
rain triggered by the tail end of . -
a cold front.and a low pressure . -
area -last monih,
floods and turmng the- water-
turbrd in the’ 354-hectare flake

‘where the town got its name M

3\\'

Spawning-

. Maor | Antonio Fungan' Lake

‘asked the local council to ‘de-
.plete an audrt of lussesron the

clare the town under a state of

calamity to facilitate - the re--

. lease of calarmty funds that the”

. local, government wﬂl use to
“'¢ . ~berlastyear,! the recent fish kill

killed* all titapia’ here,
_ Seigfred Flaviano, provincial
.environment - officer who led

help pen operators: De
 *IThefishkill] munprecedent-
edand unbelievable,” he said.
Zaldy Artacho, maunicipal
; agnculture officer; said some
1,300 tons of tilapia and milk-"
" fish turned belly up since the
_ fish kill started two weeks ago.

A kilogram of tilapia sells ‘for -

Pgo to Prooin the local market.
Jose Rudy Muyco, Lake Se--
‘ bu fish warden, said tlbe local
' government ‘has s yet t& com-

aquaculture mdustry here.
" Unlike prevrous fish' kills,
iricluding an. mcrdent in Octo-

said

an inspection team in the lake
oh Wednesday. !

W

" .“We did not see any live ﬁsh

. in the lake dunng the survey,”

Flavrano said. ©
“Lake Sebu is .

Fungansaid: = | .
‘He asked Agriculture Secre-

tary Er Emmanué 13piniol to help op-

. gaspmg,

_ "th past local ofﬁl
dth pletion- of OXYE
supply in the 1ake as the rea
forthe massive fish kill. .
Lake Sebii. has ‘been’ expn—
encing light to’ moderate 1al
the past two weeks; makmg e
level of dissolved oxygen in- tie
lake to drop.fast. . :
Fungan also blanied . po u- .

tants from fish feed.and other .
chemicals : that: runoff W ter,
carned intd the lake for tr1gger— '

ing the fish ill : [
Mila Lorca i.'chref of ithe

‘said dead fish harvested from -

%mg around the lake should also -

_be planted onitsrim. ~ -+~

Provmcral Disaster Risk Reduc-

‘tion and Management Ofﬁce,.

helake should not be eaten. -

' Lorca said massrve;

“Y¢leanup drive should be under:

taken to remove rotting ﬁsh in .

in 1\ the water since these put thé: ;

health of people living around
thelake atrisk. =

South Cotabato Gov. Daisy
Tuentes,.in 2013, had called for
a massive rehabilitation of the -
lake to avoid fish kills. * o

‘ButFuentes said residents
should consider giving way and
fish . dhge operators should,
“dgree to reduce the 31ze of a:;eas~;
they occupy to save the“lake

Fuentes ‘said’ residents’ hv-

1

agree to move back a'few me-
;-ters so trees and bamboo could

-L..,‘L’:u___‘,

“If they hold [property]. t1—
. tles, can we prod them to move - |
back a little so we could plant :

] trees and bamboo?" she asked
NG b A

4
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Senator Cynthia Vi]lar dehvered the

- keynote speech for the 3RD NATIONAL
INTEGRATED a four-day eco-waste
management exhxbltlon withithe theme
| “Engaging' Response to. the Changing

r " Environiment,” held recertly at the.

¢ Quezon City Memorial Circle. .. -
~The four-day Exhibition: spearhead—
i ed by“Dn‘ector Eli EldlfOIlSO of. the De-
ent of Enwronment ard Natural
rces “NCR (DE%?”Showcased
ives? sfpracuces an emergmg

% technolog’les
.~ Lectures: and presentatlons by ex-

perts oni; vaned subjects of mterest were .

'ralso conducted fo help, spread ‘aware-
! ness and to educate people n’how to
.' better handle the envu‘onment :

“The, Envu:onment Sumnnt aims to .

] shed light on’; envmonmental and eco-
logicali issues that disrupt: the processes
of Mother- Nature and:e ry e and
'feverythmg hvmg init. - ; :
" In'light of the celebratlon of the
: Waste- Management Act anniversary
{* and.the Zero ‘Waste Month,whlch takes
|- place every January, the Summijt; Seeks
|- toeducate thepublic on the; desl:rucuon
4 of the: environment andiwhat they can
: do to heIp al]ewate this s1tuatlon P

Gk “3rd Na:ti:onal nted
Eco-Waste Management

_ vmon 'é'?fga‘}

AIong wit ra:smg awal ness, thef

- Summlt worked w1th go

yt.he

'youth to partxcxpate i effective sohd
waste- managemen_t, healtlue i

programs,
would, help

ent dn

anagement “_ureau
Chm e-.Change Commlss o, Na-

ﬂ! Ak L F

and local go irmnent; umts,
CEOs and‘ iorm

“Some beitéonah
for their lesdef

,other initiafives thaf;" '

em’m_, t'f

lopment '
genc:es .
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‘MSU, LANAO SUR SIGN MOA TO SAVE LAKE LANAO |-
 SHARIFF AGUAK, Maguindanao: A memorandum of.agreement (MOA). between
. officials of Mindanao State University (MSU) in Marawi City and Lanao del Surwas |
- signed recently for mutual environmental protection of {akeLanao afid save the |
] - dwindling endemic fish species. MSU president Habib Macaayang and Gov. Bedjorial.
iE_@ - Soraya Alonto-Adiong sedled the agreement meant to improve the productivity |-
i1 +.of local fishing communities while ensuring the abundance of fishes in the lake. / |
1 The downstream flow of waters from the lake drains into the ;horeS'of Lanao del |-
:Norte that propels the turbines of hydroelectric plants supplying more than half of |+
: ¢ Mindanao's daily elactric supply. The MSU College of fisheries will study howthe *
P governor's office and local officials in municipalities around Lake {anao can Improve
; - the productivity of the local residents engaged in infand fishing without causing the| -
" depletion of fishes in the lake. JULMUNIR . .IANNARAF. . |
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"'counuy, 21 Wlll be closed ‘dowu,
six companies will ‘be suspeuded
and only 12 passed a mining audit;

' Bureau sa1d yesterday . ‘She drew support from President
* Rodrigo Duterte, who said he: was

{,I‘he closures would also hurt bormg commumtles that arose due .'elated by the decision to close- 21 ‘

smallbusmcsses in hostandnelgh 10, the presence of mmmg opera- alon could drop to $1 69' billiot mmmg compames , Ne:dpage :
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‘Mining...

from Al

“Now, today, ['ve read in the
newspapers that Secretary Gina
Lopez canceled about seven of the
big mining firms in the country,”
Duterte said in a speech before wa-
ter district operators in Davao City.,

“You know, [ ‘support’ her. And™
there was never a time that I called

her to slow down a little bit,” he -

said,

Companies which passed thc
audit were Philex Mining Corp.,
Rio Tuba Nickel Mining Corp.,
Carmen Copper Corp., Cagdianao
Mining Corp., Taganito Min-
ing Corp., Greenstone Resources
Corp., Philsaga Mining Corp.,
Apex Mining Company Inc., Pacif-
ic Nickel Phils. Inc., Agata Mmlng
Ventures Inc., Century Peak Met-
als Holdings Corp. and SR Metals
Inc,

. "We decided to close any kind
of mining operations in functional
watersheds. Water is life and we

will not allow the water of our

people to be at risk,” Lopez said.

Lopez said the mining operations
which will be closed include Zam-
bales Diversified Metals Corp.,
BenguetCorp. Nickel Mines Inc.,
Eramen Minerals Inc., Zambales
Diversified Metals Corp., LNL Ar-
chipelago Minerals Inc., Mt, Sinai
Mining Exploration and Develop-
ment Corp., Emir Minerals Corp.,
Techlron Mineral Resources Inc.,
AAMPHIL Natura! Resources Ex-
ploration, Kromico Inc., Sino Steel
Philippines H.Y. Mmlng Corp. and
Oriental Synergy Mining Corp.

Other companies that will be
closed are Wellex Mining Corp.,
Libjo Mining Corp., Oriental Vi-
. sion Mining Philippines Corp.,

ADNAMA Mining Resources

Corp., Claver Mineral Dewvelop-
_ racnt Corp., Platinum Develop-
ment Corp., CTP Construction and
Mining Corp,, Camrascal Nickel
Corp., Marcventures Mining and
Development Corp. and Hinatuan
Mining Corp.- Tagana-an.
- Lopez said some of these com-
panies are located within function-
al watersheds while others caused
sittation of coasial waters and
. farmlands.

Companies which will be sus-
pended arc Berong Nickel Corp.,
Oceanagold Phils,, Inc., Lepanto
Consolidated Mining Corp., Cit-
inickel Mines  and Development
Corp.,, Ore Asia Mining Corp.,
Strong Built Mining Development

Cotp. and Hinatuan Mining Corp.-
Manicani mine.

Lopez said the decision on
whether or not 1o allow Filminera
Resources Corp, to continue its
operations was deferred pending
further investigation.

Based on 2016 data, Masbate

.Gold Project of Filminera Re-
(FRC)/Philippine )
“Gold Processing and “Refiniig™'i

sources  Corp,,

Corp. (PGPRC) and Didipio Gold
Project of Oceana Gold Phils., Inc.
{OGPI) Incorporated were the lop
gold producers accounting for 28
percent or 6,414 kilograms and 20
percent or 4,576 kilograms of the
totai gold produced.

In terms of silver production,
OGPI ok the second spot with
7,901 kilograms and FRC/PGPRC
followed at third spot with 7,430
kilograms of the total silver pro-
duction.

“The absence of these two min-
ing projects to the production
stream would certainly create a
vacuum since said companies are
among the iop precious metal pro-
ducers in the country,” the bureau
said.

Base metals copper and nickel
are also projected to decline by 26
percent and 67 percent, respective-
ly. Most nickel producers did not
pass the mining audit. ‘

“It is important to note that the
decline in mineral production is
tantamount to lower taxes, fees and
royalties collected by the govern-
ment both national and local, Min-
eral exports are also expected to go
down,” the bureau said.

Lopez said the affected mining
companies have 15 days to file an
appeal with the DENR.

The Chamber of Mines of the
Philippines decried the announce-
ment noting that the government
cannot just shut down mines with-
out due process.

“Mining companies were invit-
¢d by government to invest in the
Philippines and signed contracts
with them as partners in mincral
resource development. By entering
into these contracts, government is
bound to observe due process. See-
retary Lopez cannot just shut down
mines without due process,” said
chamber chairman Artemic Disini.

The group also questioned the
way by which the DENR mine au-
dit was conducted, highlighting the
inclusion of anti-mining activists
that tainted the process.

“We are not against a strict im-
plementation of the law. In fact, we
have often called for stricter moni-

|

1oring of all mining operations in
theé country. What we question is
the bias and partiality of the audit
from the very start with Secretary
Lopez’s early statements that she
does not like mining and would
like to see mines closed,” said the

chamber’s executive vice prcsldent

Nelia Halcon. 4

“With the inclusion’of anti-min-
ing groups in the audil teams, you
can see that the audit was compro-
mised. The participation of .thesj:e
anti-mining activists immediately
raises the question of whether or
not the results are impartial,” she
added.

The chamber also lamented hqw
the audit review findings were ﬁrst
made known through a press con-
ference. ‘

“If the audit found vmlatmns
the law provides for a proc‘e-
dure. She should have filed the
appropriate cases or invoked the
arbitration clause of the mining
agreements. Our members have
not received any formal decision
but have already been subjected
to trial by publicity. Unfortu-
nately, it seems that her decision
to close these mines was based
merely on a quick fly-by over Su—
rigao del Sur last week in a chop-
per during the height of the ramy
season. [t may not have been
based on the review conducted
by the Mines and Geosciences
Bureau. Reports reaching us even
said' MGB personnel were ew}en
banned from her press confer-
ence,” Halcon said.

The chamber calied on the Mm—
ing Industry Coordinating Councﬂ
{MICC), co-chaired by the Depart-
ment of Finance, to convene and
review the policies and actions of
Lopez.

“Her drastic action_of publicly
announcing the closure and sus-
pension of 28 mining operations
without due process will have det:
rimental and far-reaching lmpfjlct‘i
on the economy, the mining indus-
try, and the country,” Halcon said.

Lawmakers vowed to press fora
congressional investipation of Lo~
pez’s closure order.

The lawmakers, led by Surigao
del MNorte Rep. .Prospero Pichay,
said they will file a House resolu-
tion on Monday questioning-Lo-
pez’s decision to order the closure
of 21 mining operations in scveral
areas of the country.

“Gina Lopez doesn’t know what
she’s doing. She does not know her
job,™ Pichay told the Manila Stan-
dard. '

. “The closure order is illegal and
arbitrary,” said Pichay.

The congressman explained that
Lopez issued the closure order
without according all mining firins
the “due process™ and without re-
gard to thousands of mine workers
and their familics that would be
hurt by her arbitrariness.

Pichay said some 10,000 mine
workers were directly employed in
his mining firm and some 60,000
families were indirectly benefitting
from the business.

This would also deprive the gov-
ernment of billions in revenues, he
said.

For this reason, Pichay said Lo-
pez has violated all pertinent laws
about mining, including the Miner-
al Production Sharing Agreement
that the mining firms signed with
the government,

“We have entered into a contract
with the government and without
Lopez even conferring with us,
she abrogated the contract. Con-
tracts are signed by two parties.
Two parties should agree whether
to abrogate or honor the contracts.
Now, she is using the government
against us, misusing her powers
and prosecuting us for alleged vio-
lations that she all had imagined,”
he said.

“In the first place, the mining
areas in Mindanao are well-within
the areas that President Manuel
Quezon declared as mineral reser-
vation. Meaning, the areas are in-
tended for mining, not for agricui-
ture or other purposes. There is no
watershed in these mining areas,”
Pichay said.

Pichay also said that once an
audit is decided, the government
must inform the company about its
intention to conduct the audit.

“This is a sad day for the min-
ing industry. Lopez’s instruction
to suspend the operations of min-
ing companies just added 10,000
unemployed in Surigao provinces
alone,” Pichay said.

“I am afraid that this would also
cause massive poverty in the area
and contribute to the insurgency

. problem. Most of the 10,000 min-

ing workers were former rebels

-who might lose confidence in the
government as a result of this deci-
sion and go back to the mountains
as rebels,” Pichay said.

Pichay said the local govern-
ment units of Surigac provinces
were collecting P1.8 billion a year
in .taxes and fees from mining
companies in the area. With Rio N.
Araja and John Paolo Bencito
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By Ronnel w. Domingo
@ronwdormngoINQ o

'The Chamber of : Mines of the
Phlhppmes (COMP) on Thursday
questioned the fairness of amine
- audit done by the’ Depanment of
Emnronment -and Natural ‘Re-

sources (DENR), which led to the.

‘order for closure of 23 mines and
the suspension of five others.
“Mining companies were in-
“.vited by the govérnment to.in-
-yestin the Philippines and signed
cohtracts with them as, partmers
in mmeral resource - develop-
ment” COMP  chair Artemio
- Disini saldmastatement o
"By entering into these con-
_tracts, the - government 1s
\ bound to observe due process,”
D1s1m said. “Environment Sec-,
retary [Gina] Lopez “cannot
just shut down mines w1thout
due’ process
The.chamber relteratecl that
the conduct of the audit was
questronable as the inclusion of
antimining activists-jn Jthe au-
* dit teamns “tainted the process.”

“We are not against a. strict .

e

o ﬁi!A"thAuTv ISSUE;

1mplementatlon of the faw,” "

COMP executive vice pre51dent
Nelia Halcon said. “What we
question is the bias and partlal-
ity of‘the audit from the very
start with Secretary Lopez's

early statements that she doés -
not like mining and would hke

to seemines closed.” '
-Also, the industry” group-

:1a‘m'ented how the latest find- -

1ngs ‘of the audit were dgain
first made known through a
press conference. Vo

“Ifthe audit fourid* vmla-

tions, thé law provides for a pro--
: cedure She should haveé filed the
appropriate cases or invoked t‘he‘

arbitration clause of the mining
agreéments,” Halcon sala

' n*Our members have not re<
ceived’ ariy formal dedision'but"
have already been subjectéd'to’,

i ‘tnal by ‘publicity,” she added. -

Halcon said the decrsron 10
close ‘ mines seemed to be
“hased merely” on a quick ﬂy-

by over ‘Surigao . del Sur last
"week in a helicopter durmg the:

héightdfithe rainy sedson.’
Tt méy not have beer‘x‘based

k]

on the review conducted by thie
‘Mines and Geosciences Buredun

(MGB),” she'! ald' ¢ Reports

reaching us eve saud MGB per-

DT

.

sonnel were ev n “banned from ‘

B

her press confes ence:
“Rormer MGB Ditector Leo

Jasareno, earhef dismissed by -

the Ofﬁce of th Presrdent, was
present in’ thel’ “Office of - the
DENR secretary
press. ccmference she -said. ,
“Further, it h bean reported
that the revie) results will not
,be released by Secretary Lopez
saymg it'was ‘tdo comphcated .
" COMP called'on the'Mining
Industry Coord f‘natmg ‘Council
" (MICC), cochaif ad f)y the De-
partment of Fin éhce, to convene
- and review the pohcres and “ar-
bifrary actions'jof Lopez. .
- “Her ,drastic action’ .
have demme ftal and far-
reachmg 1mpa ~ts on thie econo-
'my, the mini g industry and
the country, thie group said.
“The' mmmg mdustry con-
tributes less’ than 1 percent to
the Phxhppme'. gross domestrc
produgt. NQ "' bive

durmg “the -

. will”
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| et The behlhxhark Philippine‘

‘. o | Mining»woes' " Stock Excharige index retreat--

. N o e ed 1.5’4poi1;‘1’§,s, or 0.0ZSercsélr}g
~ drag down stocks @il
i o X o

which shed0.08 percent to end
at 4,365.71.} -
Total vallie turnover reached
P5.942 billibri as decliners out-
numbered advancing stocks;
102-t0 80 while 44 issues were
left unchanged. .

By, IRIS GONZALES

| *Miining stocks nosedived yesterday after Environment

and Natural Resources ,Secreﬁfy‘g;giﬁ;g Lopez anin;ouncgc‘l_,.-_t!jlg
closure of 21 mining companieg;bringing the main composite
index to negative textitory. = B .

g - ' r . i e m iy

s 2t el

LR W LI s

[

119518450 =

Luis Lifnlingan, managirig
director’ofRegina Capital said
Philipping‘markets continued |

- Marcventures saw an 11.11
“percent drop in its share price
toP184. o

‘Meanwhile, the DENR -also

Of the 21 fipms ordered

- closed, listed mining companies
saw their share prices plunge.
These are Benguet Corp Nickel

Mines, which declined to P1.90
pet share or‘down 10.38 per-
cent while Nickel Asia Corp.
"also saw it price go down 0.58
percent to P6.81 per share after

its subsidiary Hinatuan Mining-

was also ordered to shut down.
‘Another listed company,

[-TEE

ordered the suspension of Lep-
anto, Citinickel and DMCIMin-
ing Co.'s Berong Nickel, Other
companies which operations
are suspended by the DENR

are Ore Asia and Oceanagold. -
The mining and oil index -

‘plunged 200.73. points to

serve painted a comparativel
positive picture of the US econ
omy whil? suggests it remains

to trade flat as the Federal Re)]t .

on track to tighten monetary,
policy this year although it

¢
t
1}

“timing offthe next rate move.’

PO AP

= ALY

,-'o_ffered-r(i:)_ clear signal on.the .




MVL’#EASE ]"ﬂtm BHS!NE SS' N TEIUBEHEE

(C}fvry

-

«.rn ATECIC (UMMUNI( ATI

THE GOVEBNMENT is shuttermg more

. than half the countty’s 41 metal mines

and suspendmg operations-of five others
. on envuonmental grotinds, deepening
. a crisis miners have faced since the past !

administration and prompting the indus- ¢

try to gird for legal battle.
Envirgnment Secretary Regina Paz L.

Lopez told reportersin a priefing yester- :

ddy at the headquarters in Quezon City
of the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) that “15. of
thege mines are in watersheds.”

“We have decided to close down every |
kind of mining operation in funetmnal
: watersheds... [you] cannot and must not
+ haveany extractive 1ndustrym the water-'
- shed,” Ms. Lopezsmd

P

“A list the department releaSed to re-3d

A porters showed that minés facing closure

o belonged to: Aari-Phil Natural Resourc-:

*les Exploration and Development Corp.;'
: AdnamaMmngesources,Inc Benguet' -
-2 Corp; BenguetCorp Nickel Mines, Inc.;
- Carrascal Nickel’ Corp ;Claver Mineral

g Development Corp ; CTP Constructmn

-

»

DATE UPPER HALF.
PAGE LOWER HALF
ON AND INI rlATI‘Vl« S FHW( l_«

"and Mining Corp.; Emi ‘Mineral Re-
<. SOUrces COrps; Eramen merals, Inc,;
Hinatuan Mining Corp.; rommo, Inc,;
Libjo Mining Corp.; LNL Archipelago
Minerals, Inc.; Marcventures Minirig and
' Development Corp.; Mt Sihai Mining
Exploratlon and Development Corp.; Ore
" Asia Mining and Devel pment Corp.;
Oriental Synergy Mini g Corp.; Ori-
ental Vision Mining Philippines. Corp.;
Platinum. Development LOID.;  Sinosteel
. Philippines H.Y. Mining Corp.; Techlron
Mineral Resources, Inc,;V ‘elle'x Mining
. Corp. and Zambales' Div rsified Metals
.Corp. .. : .

- Ms. Lopez said ﬁrms -oncerned may

appeal to President Rodrigo R. Duterte.

I “The findl decision,” s € said; “is up to
“President,” who: reitérated his sup- -
0}'1: for;DENR'S actlon ina speech later -
mthe (fay “Youﬂmow, I "upport herand -

there wis never a'ime! ‘that I told her to

slow downi alittle b1t today she’s insist-

- 1ng on closure of so many :and I support
‘her” Mr. Duterte'said, ! s

J
1

‘1

‘Mines, SI/7

IO

i*  Facing ‘suspension were
!. Berong Nickel Corp.; ‘Citinickel

' Mines find DeveIoprnent Corps 5
; Lepan Consolldated Mining
~Co.; Oceanagold Phlhppmes, Inc;;
“and Strong Built: Mmngevelop- .

dices; ¢ at the Phlhp

r among the fﬁlx se cli

7 )
m‘]‘;‘he mmmg seetom-natunaliy:..

from the Enwronment depart-
me‘n .- but argued that the gov-
ernme rit'did not have any legal
basui‘i—;‘,twsuspend operations of
+its DI pio copper-gold project

Ntleva Vlzcaya in northern

Ip@‘I.’%‘ceSt k
-'s Jrom

m

‘ .I‘ne‘l‘lli’:lflogrlpwng tliem three t ‘ : e to panic fﬁm’h‘ﬁh‘b 4 . Luzoﬁ
' 0 six i ,d, obments on DEmsTfﬁ"ﬁﬁ'g " - hould we ultlmately receive

| “‘months to get their act together,”
¢ the Environment chief said of the
l suspended mine

Tl

24

5

envn'onment;hs ,g;ﬂaj; e
o bnefing that sho%red;fostag; ‘i-‘

alreadv bee:
; tainty causeﬂ it
m DonaId J. Trump

Evl_‘;ank Gerard { JQB

pension order — as suggest- .
ddy — we have very strong
1grounds to have it over-

. turn éd »-the statement quoted

~ Oce4naGold President and Chief

. "Executive Oiﬁcer MickWilkes as
o sayi g o ‘

- a'em
. ed t
. legal

arboza, -

‘YOU CAN'T JUST CAHCEI.’
‘Ro 'ald V. Recidoro, vice-presi-
dentiof the- Chamber of Mines of
 the thppmes ‘Legal and Policy
s ,1on, s‘;nd that affected com-
~ pa -es “will : “definitely” appeal
agamstrthe decision: .
e are questmnmg the par-
t1a]'uty' of how everything was

e L il
“In a-statement on its*Welisite;
- DceanaGold Corp. said it hasnot
I'ECEIVEd any suspensmn order .

conducted » Mr. Recidoro said in’
. ateléphone interview yesterday.
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‘ “The businessés enteredinto: a
contract You can’t Just cancel it '
(ﬂ‘qa[ b@#{o [mng @ : he addEd ', o s
“Due processes: must hava
. beenobserved'if yoiu wanttoéan-:
{ :{ . ’f_ ’ wegel That's what's. lackimghers; il |
q W C"VM. S wnes . «don't-know if she: eve‘nl’l‘l‘s’hﬁtl‘%ﬁ _
ihe audit review.” e
.Ms. Lopez declinedto prowde
detaﬂs of the recominendations.
given to her by the Mines and - :
. Geosciences Bureau—ledmtechm— !
cal'review commlttee{she formed
. in November to go over Tesults of .
- the w:de-rangmg audltthatbegan '
. inJulylastyear. - -4t .
“[At] the end of the day, I look
at the: récommendatlons and T
- visited the mine sites: myself. I
visited the people myself,” Ms,
? ; Lopez said, emphasmng that the
ﬁndmgs of the review committee
were merely “recommendatory.”.
© “And then I used my _]udgment
on-what is the best thing to do.” P
: = Janina C. Lim with Kelth
' Richard D. Mariano tmd mput
Jrom Reuters .

_ i ﬁ;,;N:NG-;;JL/&DEx ' ! T .
¥ 11,951.84 .

T l'.uu.
NIHAO MrnensResourc s Int, i, (2. 65)

N Marcventures e
Holdings, inc, (7.84) T

Oriental Peninsula .
Resources Group, Inc, (0.95) §
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he worstis yetto come
~or the mining: sector
- because even-if it.is

. - yet to féel the real
: 1mpact of the nat;onwuie audit

Wednesday 5 Lo g
In'ferms: of percentage con- |l
mhutlontothe\totalproducnon- :
value;’ goldrcontmued to domi- |
nate the productlon scene in |
2016 accountmg for 44 percent
or ?44 35 b;lllon ‘of the total
ir rals productlonf

' agamst 1t, the overall output for value : .
B _mmerals in 2016 stdl sutfered a the,mekel dn-ect shlppmg
shortfa.ll ore together with mlxed nickel-

, Yesterday, the Departmwt ,

.of Environment: and Natural
Resources (DENR) went on a
cIosureand suspensnonspreeon

' 'mmmg compames asthe result -

. of the natlonvnde auth 1t dld on
',thesector i

_ Asked what could be rthe
unpact of DENR’s closure and

-----

- try’s metalllc productlon thls
- year, DENR Undersecretary

cobalt sulfide took the second
spot with 37 percent or P36.84
billion followed by copper with
18 percent or 'P'17 76 billion. The .
remammg lpercent orP1:11 b1l- '
lion came from the consohdated '
output of sxlver, chrom:te and
iron oré. ,

Nickel' dn‘ect slnppmg ore' :
productlon volume and value |
alone;went down, by 23 percent :
and 41 percent respectwely, '

.. and Mines and Geosciences Bu- - from 82.1 mﬂhon dry metrictons |
" reauw (MGB) said yesterday that . valued atP36.60billionin2015t0 |
: “1t should go down more.” 24.7 mllllon MT dry mietric tons— |‘

i 'This, after adocument pro-
vrded by MGB showed that
:-f the country’s metallic nuneral

productlon value mcurred ‘an

- 8 percent shortfall in 2016 fmm

strmg of mine suspensmn ‘and
fa mme 1mposed non-operatlons
due to unfavorable weather con-

: ', the metalhc sectortoxts laéklus-
L terperformance » MGB'said on

valued dt P2l 7 billion'in 2016. o

of the 28 mckel rmnes, seven are
currently in, suspended status—
and four"temporanly stopped; ‘

rect shjpgﬁig ore of t.hls groupin
2014w "about5,2nu1]10ndryMT

mckelé_}hzggthf recorded declines
of 3 percent.- and 11 percent

‘ respechvely
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LOEAL STOCKS. fiSstly headed

‘_ south’ aftes the Department, of

Envlronment andl Natural Reé-
sources’ (DENR) order to close 21
_ mnining operations shocked inves-

" tors that chose to brave the un--

certainties over the policy moves

of U Pres:dent-DonaldJ Trump

rather than‘stay ofithe sidelines;
The ‘Philippine Stock Ex-

‘ change index (PSEi) closed al-

most?'ﬁnchanged at 7,225.91'on
Thursday The benchmark nev-
- ertheless extended its retreat by
1.54 pomts or 0,02% for the thu'd
consecut:lve sessmn

“The us central bank’s Federal

Open Market ‘Committee left'in- -

terest, rates unchanged when it -

_ concluded its monetary policy

review on Wednesday. It, how-
ever, remained upbeat about the
direction of th,e world’s largest
economy :

Declmers outnumbered ad-
vancers, 102 to 80,1 while 44 stocks
were unchanged.

Property advanced by 22.84:
points or 0.69% to 3,293.46; fi- !
nancials by 6. :42 points or 0: 36%.
to 1,751.98; and jndustrials by
12 49 points or 0.11% t0 11, 003 .065. .

5

_4\

eclme as m|.

. The broader all shares mdex
Jlkewme shed 3.80 pmﬁts*’or
“0.08% to settle at 4,365.71 during
another session of thm trading.,

* wyou still see investors staying
on the sidelines — that’s why the

value turnover wasbelow average. ..

. because the Chmese New Year

]ust passed,” Aniceto- K Pangan, o

trader at Diversified Securities;
Inc,saidina teléphone interview.

Jép side from that, wehiave! these ¥

uncertainties abroad specifieally
" the protectmmst stanée of Presi-
dent Trump that made investors

to take ona waitland-see attitide .

; Hand, mififig
‘and oil dropped'by '$00:73 points "
or 1.65% to 11,951.84; holding. '
firms by 42.90: pomts or 0.57% .
to 7,373.33; and services by-3.89
points or 0. 27% 161,408.97,
"“The mmmg sector, naturally

,'On the other

. syccumbed to pamc followmg the

developments o] , DENR: mmmg

“ban,” Frank Gerard J. Barboza,”
trader at AP Securities, Inc. said
in a mobile phone message.

‘The negative sentiment to-,
ward mining stocks, however,
failed to reverberate across the
Philippine market Mr Pangan

-2 Ke"woul

RGN

TI‘VI' S SERVICE

ners | reel

for other; iAmenca first’ pohcles ‘
i\

‘he phashing through,”

the trader added.

“Inves] tors only traded 2.18 bil-

" lion issugs’ -worth P5.94 billion, up

from the]PS 11-b11h0nworth traded

the previous sessionbut well below
the P7—b 11} ion daily average.

' “Phi :ppme share prices were
on a rather somber moocd — nar-
row trading band on thin act1v1ty
+— asle:
reactio o] Faither way,” Justino B
Calb.ycay, Jr., head of marketing
and T res dearch at A&A Securities,

ds failed to stoke d strong

Inc nc ted in a trading post.

"f .""'-noted s many investors opted to

stay on; the sidelines mostly be-
causé 0 uncertamtles over policy
changesin the Us. '
Inp evmus sessions, investors
were. 51de11ned by the immigra-

tion b1n ordered by Mr. Trump -

7 ‘agains Jcertain countries. “That

Calone ould itell you what kind
‘of pol éies will he make going
forward,” Mr. Pangan said, recall-
ing th t Mr Trump also vowed to
discou age American compames
from gutsoureing jobs during his

presidential campaign. — Keith
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PSEI SLIPS; MINING counrrn IlﬂWN.‘?ﬂN-s-IlENIl ANNOUNGEMENT

' By Doris Dumlao-Abadilla
@phrlbrzwatcher

: "The local stock barometer was flat yesterday
+ as'the Iatest US Federal Reserve policy meet-
mg proved to be a "non-event" while the min-
! ing-counter was weighed down by a shakeout
. sanctroned by environmental regulators
- . The main-share Philippine.. Stock Ex-
'change index slipped by 154 points or 0.02
- percenttocloseat7,22591.
.~ The miningfoil underperforrned for 'the
' day, declining by 1.65 percent after the Depart-
‘ ment of Environment and Natural Resources
. (DENR) announced it-was either. suspendmg
orclosmganumberofrmnmgﬁrms g
The holding firm and Services counters

ended shghtly lower while the finamcral '

e mdusmal and property ‘counters were

slightly up.

. Across the region, stock markets traded
with mixed sentiment in the aftermath of the
US Federal Open Market Cormmttee, (FOMC) -
meeting: that left key mterest rates un-
changed.

! “The FOMC statementwas anon-event,as
most mvestors had anticipated. Perhaps. the,
only new information was the lackof a hawk-
ish signal that would increase the probahlhty
of a March rate hike,” Citigroup said in a re-
séarch hote, “More rmporﬁnt\was ‘the fifth
consecutive upside surprise in the US ISM (In-
stitute, for Supply Management) manufactur-
ing mdex. Within the details, the ‘business
prices’ sub-index also surpnsed to the upside -
(although not by as much asin: December) and
rose to its highest lgvel since May2o1.” * * ¥

= "Meanwhlle Pl (purchasrng managers‘

mdex) readmgs from elsewhere were also eni'
couraging, with German, French and Russmn’;

* PMIs continuing to push up to new. cyclical ',

- highs.|This likely will help re-energize global :

,reﬂanbnary expectations, although most in-"

veStors may wait for Fnday’s key labor. market i

‘updat before adjusung their portfohos o Cm
" said! :

ey i ‘,:ppme markets contiried to n'ade ﬂat
as the OMC pamted a comparauvely posruve '

‘plcture of the US economy which suggests it

on track to tighten monetary ‘p’ohcy
ar although it offered no ﬁrm srgnal ol |
_timing of its next rate move,” said Luis -
Gerardo Limlingan, managing dlrector at
Regina Capital Development. ~
" Value turnover for the day was P5.94 -

. There were rp2 decliners that o
edged out 8o advancers thle 44 stocks Bﬁ

un-

were -.'
’Fﬂﬂ" BZ changed.' Net_'
, forergn

for the day amounted to P240 _
rm]hon.

v~ Metrobank led ' the" ‘PSEL
- lower, declining by 2.29 percent
whlle {GT Capital and Ayalak‘
Corp Both slipped by pver 1,3
peicent.

SM . Investments, ]olhbee
and Metro Pacific :also con-;
 tribited to the PSEi'sdecline. 3

~.. Outside the PSEi, one’ no-a‘
table decliner was Global Fer-..
- ronickel Holdings (FNI). Its sub- |
sidiary * Platinum Group Met--‘
. als—which operates in Suirigao,
del Norte—was on:the DENR!;
. Yistiof mining firms for closure. ;
Meanwhile, BDO, URC and,
“BPT all gained. SM Prime, ALL "
. Security Bark, AP, Megaworld;;
andAEV also firmed up. g

‘Notable gainers outside thek
PSE1 included RRHI (+171 per-;

. cent) and Arthaland (+1.o4 per-l
Cggpt N N O
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The Pliilippine Stock Ex-

- change index, the 30-company
" benchmark, lost 1 point to close

at’ 7,225.91 Thursday.  This
trimmed the market’s total gains

. .tbls yeir to 5.6 percent,

The.heavier index, represent-
ing all shares, also dropped 3.
points, or- 0.1 percent, to settle
at 4,365.71, on a value turnover
of P5.9 billion. Losers outnum-

" bered gainers, 102 to 80, while
. 44 issues were.unchanged.

‘Three of the six sectoral indi-
ces'dropped, led by mining and
oil whlch Slld 1.7 percent.

SR LT

(Y tocks fell for a third day, pulled down
by mining issues.after the Environment

- N/ Department suSpended the operatlons of
' more than two dozen mines.

"Eleven of the 20 most active

‘issues rose, -Jed; by "Robinsons
Retail Holdmgs Inc.

which
climbed 1.7 percent to. P80.50
and BDO Unibank Inc. which

_gained 1.4 percent to. P112,

Glgbal Ferronickel Holdings
Inc. dropped 5.2 percent to P2.74.
Meanwhxle, concerns  OVer
Donald Trunip’s ‘presidency hit

_ Asian equity markets.

After the US Fedéral Re-
serve’s first meeting of the year,
policymakers noted ongoing

economic growth, job gains and

improving busmess and con-

sumer éonﬁ'dénce but gave little

away about its mtenuons for_
' ¢. . erAxiTrader, said in a note.

monetary pohcy
The Fed said it “expects| that

economic conditions will evi llve
in a manner that will warrant pnly
gradual ‘increases in the fedéral
funds rate?; almost uncha ged
from its December statemen 3

ugh

Ject of debate, ‘
“While it was not expected to
make ‘any big' announceménts—

-having hiked interest rates|last .

month--the "lack of any solid
guidance hit the: dollar, W ich
was - already under pressure..on
concerns about the controv i
start to Trump s term in office.’
“Traders séem, to be ‘d§
pomted with the Fed’s decxslon,

Greg McKenna, chlef market
strategist at FX and CED provid-

“Janet Yellen’s statement.was
a bit of an anticlimax insofar as
it completely straight-batted the
corrent outlook and added little

_fresh information 011 the outlook
) - for the US economy.”

: Thé bank said it still expects f' to

" raise rates only gradually,

analysts said the tlmmg isa ub-.

The greenback dipped agamst
the yen and euro while it also
retreated agamst most higher-
yielding currencies including the
South Korean won, ‘Australian -
dollar and Canadian dollar. :

- 'The dollar’s wéakness compares -
with the rally it enjoyed in the two
months after Trump’s ‘Novem- |
ber election win as traders bet his
pans for big spending and tax cufs

" ‘would fire the US economy, stoke

inflation and lead to Tate h]kes

. Wlth AFP, Bloomberg
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COMP challenges

| impartiality of
'DENR mines audit

of the Philippines’ de-
cried theannouncement
~ made by the DENR Sec~

retary that she wants to-
close 23 mines anid sus- - th
rend an addztmnal’ 5_ I

.operatmns

, “Mining comparues .
 were invited by govern-
ePhil-

ippines and 51gned con-
tracts with them as part--
. ners in mineral resouirés

menttoinvestin

development. "By ‘enter-

.ing into these ‘coritricts, .
government isbotnd 1
- Observe due process. Séc. -

i Lopez cannot justzshuit

. downrmneew;thoutdue :
process,”: Artemio -Disi-
m,chal.rmanoftheCham

ber of Mines, said.

The Chamber stands;'.
byits membersintheface
ofthe pronouricementof -

) DENRSecretarmeaLo— 5

pezsuspending theo

ations of 5minesanc the »
- closure ‘of ‘21 mining
. projects. The Chamber
i - ‘seems that her decision

also questioned:the way
" by which the DENR mine

- audit was conducted,

: lug'hhghhngthemcluswn

of ‘anti-mining activists:» &

¢ that tainted the Prog

! staft- with® Secnet%ny”Lo-
. pez's éarly. statements

that she. doesiTioH .hke-'

t mining and would liketo

i see rmnes cIosed " Neha -

THE Chamber of Mmes'

,'Halcon, COMPexec "hve
vice president, said. -
"Wlth the mclusmn of

o dpa_
: honofthe ant-mining

raises the ‘question of

- whetherorrict theresults
‘are. unpartlal i she add-
ed.

The Chiatiibar also la-
ments how the audit re-
-view findings were.first
made known: through a

press conference. -

T il the audit fotndivi-
olations, theJaw: prowdes
ifor a procédure’She
should have filed the . ap-
propriate’dases o in-
+¥oked the arbitration

present

the DENR secretary
ing the press confere
Furtheér, it has been

pez saying it wi
complicated.”

ing beyol 2
ment o f_:he‘ WS’

. larly in‘the eV

vclause ofithe! mmmg '

-dgreements; ‘Qui: mem-
bershavenotrecmvedany
forial decision buthave
already been subjected to
trial by Fubhczty

““Un ortunately, it

* to close thes'éfmmes ‘was

' ;@.:the review, conducted by’

e Mines! a}'ld ‘Gi :
ences Bureau Report

;Jtax-scwnr;"= Were
even bannedJro" i
’press conference,
~cor: said.

-..JFormer:
uLe0 Jasareno; earlier

rmssed by the- O g

s

SBidirettor

'certlﬁ

of human

igement
programsarestillin place
and so

* mental enhancement and

protection: programs,”
Halcon'said, = < .on 2,

Accox;dlng to. :the
COMPEexec; ‘fmemb%

_ companiés; Hhd.majorify!
' of the ‘tﬁ% maiﬁog

e @uttheDgNRSecre- -
{ m%notseem togee
ig industry as

tso ‘ s’fménﬁeea_fez;%

B A { '«

‘ ners:as! villains, ;

- even'wHen nirling com- |
R 0B

: par.leshavealwaysbeen

a-consx stent partnex of!

' ;s these illegal
:a.?mns that mustgbe
sto ge T+ Yet it seems :
Sec et . Lopez ‘has"}
thlinid- eye to

Halczin ended.
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Pichay warned that the
decision of Environment

._ Sec. Gina Lopez will result

to billions of pescs in lost
revenues to the naticnal
government yearly, adding
that at least 10,000 direct
workers and 50 000 indi.
rect workers from his dis-
trict alone will be displaced,
“My district is hardly hit
and we in Surigao del Sur
are really disappointed and .
definitely we are poing to
contest the illégal decision
of Sec. Lopez. Due process
has taken a backseat here. .
We call for fairness and
justice and ensure that no
ohe is deprived of due pro-
cees of law,” said Pichay in.
an interview on the érder
firms
that supply a‘large part-of
the world's demand for

. metals, such as nickel.

“What will happen now
to my eonstituents who will
lése their jobs as an offshoot
of the unfair decision of Sec.

" Lopez?” Pichay asked.

__After two months, the
DENR declded to suspend
10 mining firms, 2¢ were

recommended for suspen--

sion, and 11 allowed td.
correct infractions or face
suspension.

Environment Undersec-

retary Leo Jasareno insist-

,and th .
" ment of the third party, that

a
oo 'd).

ent} ot_‘i |

STRATEGIC C OMMUNICATION AND !NITIATIVES

days after receipt of'the
show-cause order and ‘a
copy of the audit report.
But Pichay cited the al-
leged. viclation of the law
after some of the mining
firms were not informed of

the audit conducted by the..-

DENR and the appoint-
ment of the third party was
not observed.

“Under the rules, there

is mo sich thing as a sur-

.prised audit.’ Kung mag- .

audit ka ng mining compa-

ny, you have to inform the .
-minirig companies and then
you appoint together with®

the mining company and

- the DENR the third part.y :
-Pichay complained,

“The DENR did not in-
form [¢ome} mining firms
there was no appoint-

is a clear violation and ig-

norance of the Jaw,” Pichay

a]leﬁl

t.:.'ngiy1 also said that the
DENR should first inform
the mining firms about the

violations to correct the eon- -

cerns before making an &n-

nouncement to the media,
“Before ‘they announce.

the suspension, they
(DENR officials) should
have informed the violations

'of the mm.mg firms, Some

ed the companies were be-- firms complained that they Inc., qall in Homen
ing given due process be-:.
fore any suspension orders
- were rolled out, stressing -
" the affected mining firmis
" must, reply within seven.

were not informed of the

“violations and they Were,

Jjust ordered closed,” Pwhay

. explained.

. He also said that the .
mmmg firms which are

against the ruling: should
‘be given opportunity to
.appeal the decision before

an drbitration body within
a period of one year,

#“Anong violatiori? Bas-

ta na lamang isinara. If you

-do. not agree with the re-

sult of the audit, you go to -

. the arbitration, so ‘walang - Benguet; Claver
_arbltratlon iyan which is
‘one year,” said Plchay

“Ang hinihingi namin’
fairness and justice. Hindi
neman pupuwedeng basta

.mo na lamang isara. Kung
may violation iyan, ther you'

warn them, Ano ba.iyang

.violation? I-correct:natin

kimg ‘may violation; hindi
iyung mag-announce ka.ng
suspension. Kulang ga due

process, it should be ob-.

served,” said Plchay

Ordered closed were the.
“BenguetCorp Nickel Mines, .

Ine; Eramen Minerals Inc:;
Zambales Diversified Met-
als Corporation and LNL’
Archipelago Minerals Ine.,
all in Zambales. |

The other mining firms.

that the DENR ordered to

.. be closed were Mt., Sinai-

Mining Exploratlon ‘and
Develepment Corp.;. Emir
Minerals Corp.”. and
Techiron Mineral Resources

Phlhppmes HY j
‘Corp; Oriental Synerg " Min-
Corp.; Well

piries Cdrp, all

ilipy
m Dmagat Islands.

Also ordered clo: edN by :.

the. DENR were the
"MA!  Resourced Corp.;
Benguet Corporat on in

velopment Corp.; Plat]
.Development Corp gyt
Construction -and Mini
Corp.; Carrascal
" Corp.; Marcventues }
and Development Corp:'and
Hinatuan Mining Cox

tion, all Jocated i n S igao -

del Norte. ‘

‘DENR. suspended

. Berong Nickel Corporation;

Oceanagold Phils. | Inc.;
Lepanto Consolidated Min.

ing Corp.; Citinickel Mi

and Development

gnd’ Strong Built

Development Corp..
Meanwhile, the

“ber of Mines of the |

DENR secretary clos ﬁg 23
mines and suspendih
add.ltlonal 5 operatl g,

mvest m the Ph:h i

De- - which the D

.

SERVICE

and signed contracts with .
them as pariners in miner- :
. al resource development. By
- . entering into these con-
. tracts, government is bound

to observe due process. -Sec.
Lopez cannot just shut
down mmes without due
process,”
chairman of the Chamber
of Mines, said,

The Chamber stands by .

.its members in the face of
A- . the DENR secretary’s ac- -

tion, The Chamber also -
questioned the way by
DENR mine au-
dit was conducted, high- -
lighting the inclusion of anti-
mining activists that talnb- “

_ed the process.

. “"We are not against a .,
strict implementation of the

- law. In fact, we have often

called for stricter menitor- |
ing of all mining operations ,

.in the country. What -we :
‘question is the bias and

partiality of the audit from ;
the very start with Seere-
tary Lopez's early state-;

- ments that she does not:
; -like mining and would like !
- to see mines closed,” Nelia ;

Halecon, COMP executwe

~ vice presxdent said.

“With the inclusion of

" anti-mining groups in the'!

audit teams, you can see'
that the audit was cémpro-
miged. The participation of-
these antl-m;mng activists .
immediately raises the
uestion of whether or not-

the results are impartial,”

Artemio Disini, .
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“she added.

The Chambér also la-

,ments_how the audit re-

view findings were first

-made known through a
. press conference,

“If the audit fonnd vio-

lations, the law prowdes for
‘a procedure. She should

have filed the appropriate
cases or-invoked the arbi-
tration clause of the mining

- agreements. Our members

have not received any for-
mal decision but have al-
ready heen sub_]ected to
trial by publicity. -

“Unfortunately; it seems’

 that her decision to close these
. mines was based mierely on
. a quick fly-by over Surigao

del Sur last-week in a chop-
per duririg the height of the
rainy season. It may not have
been based on the ;review
conducted by.the Mines and
Geo-seiences Bureau. Reports
reaching us even said MGB

- personnel were even banned
- from her press conference,”
. Halcon sad.- -*-

Former MGB ‘director

- Leo Jasareno, éarlier dis-

missed by the' Office of the

.President, was present in

" the ufﬁé:e of t'.ht‘la1 DENR sec-
: retary e'press con-
- ference, llé‘ll-ll-lj.l'l‘ier, it has been

reported that the review

. results will not be released

by Sec. Lopez sa; dymg it was
“too complicate
Haldon added that de-

- spite the snag hit by the
minerals séctor following

the qnatlonmde ‘andit con-
ducted by the DENR last
year, Jnining firms, reinain .

committed to delivering on
their obligations and are

even working beyond :the .
requirement of the laws -

particularly in the develop-
ment of human capital and

the enhancement of the -

economic base of provinces
hesting mining projects.

“Even as we faced chal- :

lenges in 2016, we paid our

taxes althﬁﬂ]y, contribut- .

ed to the bettérment of our
host communmes, and did

our part in ‘caring for the .

environment,” Halcon said.
“But the DENR secre-

tary; does not seem to see .
* the mining mdustry as gov-
ernment’s partner in grow- |
siy. She sees -
miners" aa villaing, even ~ -

ing the. eeo

when mining companies
have always beén a consis-
tent;] pariner of their host
cummumtles, ‘she-added.

MiJEOMP is cal]mg on' the

Couneil Mccimhmdby '

the Department of Einance,
to convene and review the

policies and arbitrary.actions -
of Secretarﬁl.npez Herdras- -

tic action of publicly arinounc-
ing the: closum and suspen-
sion of 28 mining operations
without dus process will have:
detrimental and far-reaching

unpacﬁs on thie ¢ ecoriomy, the

mining industry, and the coun-
try. Ryag Ponce Pacpaco

Cory Martinez
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SURIGAOdel Sur Rep? Pichay dsked, ¥ Mirieb lic; Béngiuet Cor.

Prospero“Butch” Pichay After two months, the po in Benguet; Era-
yesterdayhit the. alleged EN'Rdemdedtosuspend { ) 1 ] Inc,; Zam-
absence of dile process- Mo mining firms, 20 were ectthecon . bales|Diversified Metals °
on the Department of .+ recommended forsuspen- i i Corporation and LNL Ar-

. Envuonment and Natu- . sion, and 11 allowed to e e 7. chipeldgoMineralsInc, all .
ral Resouices’ (DENR) .. -correct mfracl:lonsorface 3 j nou ambales;- Mt Sma1 :
order closing?23 bigmin® " ‘suspension. . E
ing companies in the""; Envuonmthnderse-'
country and the suspe: cretaryleo]asarenomstst—
sion offive others for the: édthecom werebe-

purported ‘violation .of
envu'onmental laws. %,
Pichaywarned that the
‘decision’ o£ Enwmnmmt
Sec. GmaLo will resial

ihg given ¢ ue process be-
fo

urces Explo-
r.mco, Ine.; Si- .

must reply: Mthm seven

. tobillions ofpesos in'lostisd days after :receipt of the ‘ ed hﬂx pines HY -
revenues to'the national show-cause order and a  mining : which are.  Mi ientalS ‘
overnmentyearly;add-. ~-edpy of the audJ\t rt. inst: i ergyMini Co + Wi
lgng that_at" ?;ast);.OOOG“‘ ‘ pyut Pickha ',g:c:?é[otlie ivel ard Mg Coomban s
,duectworkersand50 000.. salleged violatioriofthelaw
- indirect workers»f;om his. “-after somelofithe mining
district alonq}ﬁj.g" ¢ fixmsweremtmfgrmedof .
placed, * theauditcondii bythe

" “My distictis hardly ‘DENR and thé¥ibpoint.
" hit and we in Sutigao del -_itentof tl'letl'uxﬂlt_l{zl?arty

Str are really: "disappojnit-. was not observed::

ed and definitely we'aré ™ “Undertheriles, there
Boing tocontest ﬂlegal is no such a thmg‘ as a
decision of Sec.’ P urprise’ ra Kung
Due process has-taken mining

backseat here. We.call for company,ayo hayétoin- |
thy g:

fairness and justice and -€ompa-
.. ensure that no onels& - -¥inids; . .'JJ!P‘PC’i’F'lt
i aned of diej 570f ithsthé'mining
aw,” said Picha
m&me,vgofr_ftyqorderﬂia“

: Wor. sdeman

; tha
supf dy alarge pagjf ’the mf

. now to iy, r:onsritu_en'ts‘,',l,,.t 2

" Whose lose theﬁmgfodbﬁ,:.h ) of | the
. asanoffshootoftl‘te unf wlaw,” chhay allegeq
' dec:smn of Se¢. L] ?" ‘ Pnchayalsd
SR T ey H




