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Aklan riVer’ “
dredgmg

" SOME 60 operatlves' _
ﬁrom various law en-' *
U forcement agencles -
E jomedhandsmstoppmg "
+ 7" a'50-ton Chinese boat -
" conducting dredging at
‘the’ banks of Aklan:r‘w- )
Amordmg to ‘Enwvirtn-’
mentandNamralRaoum-
68, Uridersecre
" Valdez, the dredging-op-*

DENR stops §

—“""?-er

* erations were carried out
- sans the required |
' from the d it and
_the local government.”
_The boat, “MV Zhon
‘ Hai 18" was contracte
by STL Panay Resources

5 from the DENR ‘

and..the multi-sectoral
monitoring. and vahda-
} tion team created

V}pm]ect failed to sedire

the' - the dredging project and -

ed was pursuant to a
céase and desisf order

- (CDO) issued by the
‘DENR on Jan. 26 against. -

~offm1als upon
. from Kalibo to

Wllham. Lachica

earnmg e

Mayor -
boutthe -

“The boat was report-
edlyanchoredoffBgy Ba-
khaw Norte .in Kalibo .

. sinceNovember lastyear.’

-Residents in the ‘area :

Sangguman P v :
Co. Ltd. (STLPRGL)} o, I ARl - a directive from DENR . - Ant - werestro posingthe ;
dredge sh!allow parti of %ﬁlans:{ to ensure .. Secretary Gina Lopez. uthorities dlifl%‘i'c d,ee’j;ng“%fo‘]’fd as %hﬂ"e )
-Aklan river. opira:ct){lg fthe dIEdglng"' W ﬁf Salg Lo Va.ludnme" meters of sand miterials ~Wotried thatitmight i
Valdez said the con- * The ratlon,hea da "lmak?z g :)vrl &?lf Dezl'o in two of ithe boat’s six in erosion of then- ;

tractor of the dredgmg

: compartments

* Yerbanks, Jnlllll‘lhln B
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dment and; Natural JResources
(DENR) ‘has ordered STL-
Panay Resources and, a Chi-
nese vessel fo:stop dredging: along the

S In a Faceboek post DENR Secre—

proty e AT

2

.f reported damaged by soﬂ erosion from
-1 t.he dL‘edglng . {\

i *f ! Sincelast Nm ember, res1dents and
Kallbo Mayor: William Liachica -have

- been- protesting the operatlons of the
Chmese vessel in the river, ., -

. Valdez :said the dre‘dgmg has

no proper permnt

P

‘ he Department of Env:ron- -

Four houses along the v ivere_'

Lopeﬂsmd’the dredgmg has'
sandbars; which actasa naturall
againstdisasters. .
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DENR stops*dreddmg

st k\‘

&

in Aklan Rlver 15 Chinese

nationals held on suspicion of black-sand mining

. BY JONATHAN L. MAYUGA
L @;onlmayuga

‘ HE Natzonal Antl—Envxron--"
o ‘mental Cririe, Task Fotfce

(NAECTE) swooped down

on an illegal dredging operation on

Tuesday and took custody of aboat

and 15 undocumented Chinese na- -
tionals along the Aklan Rwer inKa- -

libo, Akdan, on Tuesday d
The raid was part of the Depart—

ment of Environment and Natural

Resources (DENR) campaign to stop

large-scale environmental crimes,

mcludmglllegalnnnmg, Ioggmgand
w11d11fe-traff1clung activities.

DENR Undersecretary and NAE—' '

CTF Head Arturo T, Valdez said the

dredgmg operatlon was carned out\

without the neéessary Rermlt fiom
the DENRmor the cofce {‘ned lodal
government units (LGUs).

" Theofficialsaid the dredglng op-

. .eration is a scheme to extract haui’

and transport magnetite, or black
sand, from the Aklan River. '

. The DENR and the NAECTF are
now building up cases against offi-

cials of the company engaged in the

. dredging activity, including 15 Chi-
" nese rationals who were arrested
dunng the NAECTF operat1on

" The Mines and Geosciences Bu
rean has a standing order stop-

- ping all black-sand mining opera-

tions along coastal areasand nvers

throughout the country
Valdez said 60 operatives from
various law-enforcement agen-

cies swoo_ped down in Kahbo and
seized a Chineseboat that can haul
and transport 50tons of ore along
the Aklan River.

Theboat, identified as MVZhong

Hai 18, was contracted by STL Pa-"’

nay Resources Co. Ltd. (ST,LPRCL)
to dredgq shallow parts of the Ak—
lan River. - ‘

: He added that the. contractor

of the dredging pro;ect faﬂed to ‘

secure permits from the DENR
and the multi-sectoral momtonng
and vahdatlon team, created by
the Sanggumang Panlalaw1gan of
AKlan, to ensure the safety of the
dredgmg operatlons

o further e

-'The operation was pursua.nt toa,

cease-and-des1st order (CDO) 1ssued
by the DENR on January 26 agaimst
the dredgmg pro;ect and a directiv
from Environment Secreta’f'yuke" iy
Paz L. Lopez.
~ Valdez.said Kalibo town Ma or,
William 3. Lachxca sought the
of Lopez " o
' Durmgasurprlse1nspectloncon- ,
ducted by the DENR and the mu1t1-
sectoralmomtormgteam onJanuary
3 aroundl‘, 200cubicmetersafsand |
were discovered inside two of the
boat'ssix compartments Valdezsa:d
" The boat has been anchored off
Barangay Bakhaw Norte i in Kalibo
since November last year. Z o

" The dredgmg pro]ect ‘an off-

shoot ‘of the massive roodmr"
caused by Typhoon Frank in 2008
faces strong oppos1t10n from res1— "

dents worned it might result 1n
.!’

osion of the r1verbanks
Valdez said there Was no go, 51g-
nal coming from the monitoring

' "_. teamandthe DENR toproceedwith

* the pl‘O]Et t as STLPRCL has yet to . :

| comply - with the requu’ements set ||

by theDe 3artment of Pubhc Works
" ‘and: H1gh ways. .

Il’art of the requlrements was to
) secure cléarances from the mom—
tor1ng team:and concerned local

DENR offices.

" Combined operatlves from the
Army, Philippine Coast
| and ‘the National Bureau of

Invéstigation joined the DENR in
_impleme tmg the CDO agamst the
dre’dging project. ot =

The joint operatwes found 15
undocurr ented Chinese nation-
the boat conductmg the

Ule 4O DR

RIN? N TuiA
' dredgmg operation.

None of the Chmese natlonals

1 “ “we found :nboard the sh1p were able

to presen -their passports, hot they

. ‘were able to present a m:neral-ore-

transportpermltforthe ship’scargo,”

Véidezsald HeaddedtHatthe DENR
a8 alreac ycoord1natedw1th theBu-

_reau of ,Immlgratlon regarding the

N Chlnese ljatlonals and the Bureau

) v mg, noti

. of Custo s forthei issuance ofahold

order aga nst the vessel o ‘

"The D}ENR off1c1a1 said hls team

does not rule out the p0551b111ty the

~ shipi 1s engaged in black-sand min-.

‘1‘; the ‘SPRCL has offered

S the dredgmg ofthe riverin exchange

for buymg the matenals that willbe
taken ouﬂ

i R
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THE Department of Environment
and Natural Resources {DENR)
stopped a 50-ton Chinese boat

from unauthorized dredging of -
shallow parts'of the Aklan River.

Some 60 opératives from vari-
ous law enforcement agencies
on Tuesday swooped down on
the boat MV Zhong Hai 18

which was contracted by STL Pan- -

ay Resources Co. Ltd. (STLPRCL)

-forthe dredging operation.

" The DENRsought the assistance .
+ . of law enforcément agencies to

implemerit the cease and desist

. order (CDO) issued by the DENR
oh January-26 against thedredging .
projectanda directive from DENR .

" Coast Guard and the National

Secretary Gina Lopez.

‘Undersecretary Arturo Valdez -
" said the project contractor failed

to secure permits from the DENR
and the multi-sectoral monitoring

- and validation teani created by
the Sangguniang Panlalawigan of.
. Aklan to ensure the safety of the: )

' dredging operations:

Valdez, who is head of the N a—‘

. tiona! Anti-Environrnental Crime
Task Force (NAECTE) immediately. .
- ordered the NAECTF to link up
with Aklan DENR officials upon -
- learning of the dredging activities
 through a letter sent by Kalibo

town Mayor William Lachica.
- He noted that around 1,200

" cubic meters of sand were discov-

ered inside two of the boat's six

compartments during a surprise -

: mspectlon on January 23.

It was also learned that the boat
has been arichored off Barangay

' Bakhaw Norte in ‘Kalibo smce

November last year." -
The dredging project, which is

an offshoot of the massive flood-
ina raneed b Tymhoon ”Fl’al'lk

.Works and Highways.

‘Bureau-of lmmrgratro
‘ing the Chmese,*as well'as the
Bureau of Customs for he issu-

'_DENR stops Chlnese bdat
from dredging Aklan RL- er

in 2008 is strongly oppo ed by

the town's “residents sa 1ng it

of the riverbank.

mlght result-in further erdsion
Valdez clarified that thsJ

- itoring team and the DENR did -
' not give STLPRCL the golflgnal
“to proceed with dredgi

g Op-
erations because it has yet to
comply with the requlrements.
set by the Department of[Public

Part of these requiremehts was
for STLPRCL to secure ¢learances
from the monitoring tearn and

_concerned local’ DENR off ces. -

. Combined operatives from
the Philippine Army, Philippine

Bureau of Investigation ]omed

_the DENR in implementing the.

order against the operation and

also found 15 undocuf_ ented |
. Chinese inside the boatc nduct-

ing the dredging operati 'p

\ “None of the Chinese natlon- '
" als we found on board
were able to present th 1r pass- -

e ship

ports, nor were they able g present

a mineral ore transport permit for .

the ship’s cargo,” Valdez §a1d
" He said that the DENR has
already coordinated:

regard

ance of a hold-depart re order
against the vessel .

“The DENR official 'aid his
team does not rule out{the pos-
sibility that the Shlp is|engaged

.in black sand mining,noting

that the SPRCL has o fered to
dredge the river in exchange for

" buying the materlals which will
“be taken out., -

mon-

ith the

JAMES| GALVE
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.. By Nestor P, Burgos Jr.

sel's crew:and workers-had noayg-
. passports and working visasi®
' The team also fourid three of

Py st f‘.

@nestorburgesINQ

lLOILO CITY-—A govemment .

team on Tuesday held a Chinese

dredgirg sth and its"15" crew’
~.members in Aklan province for
dredging a secnon of the Aklan-
; .Rlvermthout- erimits: :

Env:ronment Undersecre-"
tary Arturo Valdez, accompa-
nied by personnel of the De-~

partment :of Environment and

" Natural Resources (DENR), Na-

tional Bureau of Investigation,
Philippine -Coast Guard and
Philippine Army, ‘served a cease
and desist order on the opera-

Ltd. . The, vessel was. docked
about “300- meters ;from the
mouth of the: nver

Jim Sampulna DENR re- .
gional executive dn‘ector in;

Western Visayas, said the ves

six compartments of the vessel

" filled with sand and'silt.
‘The ship and its crew were
" restrained fromi leaving the .

‘area. Valdez, head ‘of- the Na—
tional

_Crime . Task Force, said the
DENR is coordinating with the .
Bureau of Imm1grat10n and Bu-,

reau of Customs for the is-

suance of a hold order against -

the 'vessel and in preparation

- for the filing of criminal cases

against the crew members.
But Roger Vergara, consul-

* tant for envirgnmental and en- .

gineering concerns ' of STL

. Panay Resources Company Ltd,,

‘takeé the dredgmg prO] ject:

Antl-Enwronmental i

The Chinese-registered dred
held at the Aklan Rive

Vergara - clarified tHat |

tart He said the flrm conduct:.

) enths

"_matenals, but these were. not '

1ntended tobe transported

The company, @ sub51d1ary g
of the Smgapore-based Santar-

memorandum

to undertake the “three-year

-dredging project, at no cost-to

the government, as a flood mit-

igating measure, said Roger Es+
- to, provincial planning:and de-

velopment coordinator.and a::

transport ahd export.

member of the pro;ect s 'multi- -
partite monitoring team.

The company, according to’
the MOA, will pay the local

government Pg per cubu: meter

I ]

gmg'vessei MV
fterauthorltles stop
- actMtles —RODNELAGUIRREICONTRIIUTOR A EREE
. tions of MV, Zhong Hai 18 and R A
~STL Paniay Resources: Company . ‘siltation as
dging activities have yet.to :

eda test operation because the " -
p- was “mactwe” for about ,iRlver st
) »)_:.tnblitary

ment.,:(MOA) with. the.Akla n’
. provincial government in2013 -

Zhong Hai18is =
ped its dredging:

PRI 1 .
‘2’ major cause of .
flooding inlithe capital Kalibo :
"andneighb nng towns during ¢
-jheavyram o

.kilometer Aklan
wprovmces main .
t passes through.

. The pro ect inivolves dredg-f i
1ngan8 -km canal along the riv--

er’ in Numancia. and Kalibo -
towns. iE
Sampulna sald the compa- .

""ny was told mot to start dredg--
++ing activities until a review of

the projects design swas com-"-
pleted. He aid it also failed to
secure a. “neral m‘e'export-w
permit (M EP). : .
© Vergara: 'said the firm- has
//for an'MOEP be- .
cause it :has no. materials ' to
Sampilna said the:project.
-has drawn ;oppositdon from
residents, r=spec1ally those liv-
ing in Barangay Bakhaw Norte

a+ 4l mmbhaith AF tho river
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. ‘ KAUBO Aklan Oplsyal nang |p1nat1gll ng Departmen‘ of Enwronment
and Natural Resources.(DENR),ang umano'y |Iegal na. operasyon ng dredglng )
: ng. isang Chinese Vessel o] Kallbo Aklan. . o
'Sa Facebook post, ‘sinabi’ ni-DENR Secreta ina Lopez na, lpmag utos
niya: :ang pagsisilbi ng:cease and desist order;: sa M/V Zhohg. Hai, fia nasa
baybayin ng Barangay: Bakhaw Norte Kalibo noon pang Nobyembre 2016."
Ayon. kay Lopez, sa. tu!ong ng National Bureau of Investigation, Armed
Forces of. the Phl[lppmes -at -Philippine Coast«Guard,Jsmllbl ang order
matapos na makatanggap ng- reklamo ang kallhlm tungko! sa:umang'y llegal
“na operasyon ng barko. T Jun N. Agulrre

e .. .

—

'\. .
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| KADIBO, Akian - Iniimbestiga-.

}isang dredging vessel; sina-
sabing nagsasagawa nig black
sand mining sa Aklan River.
Ayon kay Department of En-
vironment and Natural Re-
}sources (DENR) Undersecre-
ary for Field Operations Ar-
|turo Valdez, malinaw .na
| pantoloko ang ginagawa ng
‘Santarli (STL) Panay Resour-
lTces. Company Limited, na
nagkomisyon sa barko, dahil-
imibes dredging, mistulang mi-.

| han ang 18 Chinese crew ng "
‘rasyon dahil walang. kaukulang
- naging sanhi i

[18.Chinese saliit'sa black sand mining s:

nlng ang kamlang glnagawa
* llegal aniya ang kanilang ope-

papeles at working perrmt

. Aniya, sinabi ni DENR Sec-
retary Gina Lopez; |!egal ang
dredging operation kaya agad
pinakifos ang National Environ-
mental Crime Task Force na pi-
hangunahan ni:Usec. Valdez,
upang ipahinto ang: kamlang gi-
nagawa. ;

‘Nauna rito, halos 160 resi-
dente ng Brgy. Baktiaw Norte;
Kalibo, ang nag-rally upang kon-

. denahin arg glnagawangl
dredging op =rat|ons, sinasa-
blng nagdud lot ng soiterosion,
 pagkahulog ng
apat na bahaysailog.: '

Napag-alaman, nakipagka-
sundo ang provincial govern-
ment sa nat rang kompanya,
na ang makukuhang bishangin.
ay bibilhin ng P5 per cubic
meter, na magtatagal ng tatlong
taon, at_da alhin ito sa Si-
ngapore ; "

Ang kiki _ing pera ay ga-
gamltln para sa flood control
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NGO wants total closure
of erring mining firms

By LOUISE MAUREEN SIMEON

Non-governmient organization
Alyansa Tigil Mina (ATM) wants
the government to totally close
down erring mining firms instead

of merely suspending their opera-
; i : EIGUS R T

i o e Bt
“We doin't bélieve that suspen-
-ston is enough. The Mining Act
of 1995 is clear and that should
be the basis to close down and
cancel their contracts if they vio-

" late any environmental and na-
tional law,” saict Jaybee Garganera,
ATM national coordinator dur-
ing a rally it held at the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural
Resources {DENR) office yesterday.
“The government must bring
the mining audit to its logical

L]

the immediate passage of the Al-
ternative Minerals Management
Bill. :

“The root cause of all these prob-
lems is the Mining Act itself because
it does not ensure that the benefit of
the mining industry is for the com-
munities and for the Philippines,”
conclusion which is to close down Garganera told The STAR.
mining projects that viclated our “We need to change it. Right
environmental laws or those that now, we extract the minerals then
failed to comply:yith their mining  export ahd with very minimal
con‘l;‘i'acts;” he added; - a0 eng ng FAXation, Whatwv'ér!prbpusai&s;‘ we

arganera said.almostall the41” only extract those' that would-be
mining firms did not fully comply beneficial|forus and for our indus-
with their contracts. trialization,” he added.

The ATM warned it was ready to The bill, which was crafted with
take legal action against the erring . the help of different advocates, is
mining firms should the DENRrefuse  anchored on land and natural re-
to dlose these companies down. * sources management and human

“We are exhausting all our op- rights-based approach. It aims to
tions here and if it's notenough, we  regulate the rational exploration,
will study our available oﬁtions and developn‘:lent and utilization of
might file cases against the mining mineral resources and ensure the
companies,” Garganera said. equitable lsharing of benefits for

He likewise reiterated the need the state, indigenous.peoples and
for a new mining law and sought local communities.

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE



| _‘.. t?h
I
4

! Tl
1.

World

rrt't'rre'.ase" rmm wsmfsrs INTELLIGENCE

_—

o

2 FeB 2017

DATE PPER HALF
PAGE LOWER HALF
TIVES SERVICE

need to be

‘ shut on éve of green‘ 'audlt re-sults

——

MINERS walk inside a funnel in a mine
Near Davao in this Jan. 22, 2008 photo.

© MANILA = Some Philippine mines
. need to-beskiut given the environ- _
. mental harm they have callsed, the i
minister in charge of sector said an
Wednesday, a day before the aqov-
ernmenf announces the results of a
' months-tong review of the country's
mineral producers,
_ “We'll be really, really strict,”
- Environment and-Natural Resources
- Secretary Regina Paz L, Lopez told
radio station DZMM, "There S SOme re-
ally that have to be closed,” Ms. Lopez
said, wfthoutfdentrfymg which mines - -
! she meant in the revrew to be published: -~
on Thursday D

———

- *That's what | see, because Itstoo:
much it's extreme,” Ms. ‘Lopez:said -

- onthe destructron some mmes haVe :

 calsed.! .
- The Southeast Asran natron the

wurld s biggest nickel ore supplrer. last -

Year suspended operationis ata grolp of
10 of its 41 mines including goid and

copper mines as well as nickel are pro-

- -ducers— for envrronmental tnfractrons
after launching an audit of the sector in
Juiy. Manila said in Septembér that 20

" mote-mines were at risk ofsuspensron i

The country's firebrarid. Ieader
Rodrlgo Duterte has backed Ms. Lopez’s

o has helped fuel;

\

mmrng audrt warning shortty at‘ter tak=--

[ AR P LIS

** the London M
" at $10,000 & toiby 0302 GMT, recovering

- ing office fa .
. couid Suryivi wrthouta mining industry,
"Thedecrsronsthatweremakrngarenot
-political” the inister said. “Im not looking .
atwho owns e mines, What's importaritis 3

June that the Philippines

the weifare of people who live thera”
+ Some 2ofthe30 mines under review
are nickel ore}oducers, and the threat o
pplyfrom the Philippines .
3 14% ralry in global nickel
‘year
day three-month nickel on
3l Exchangé was up 0.5%.

disruption of

prices since Ias
On Wed

~ fromaseven- nenmtowreachedlast week.
= Reuters 1% St

e i Ar..:. -

R N e

ST e v .
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Gov't pushmg green reforms on mlnmg, loggmg

BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR

tions,” Duterte was quo cd by Pinol.

: L Duterte gave Environnient Secretary Gina Lopez
PRESIDENT Duterte yesterday ordered strict im-  «the fyll authority” to implement the rules on the
plementation of the current ban on logging while log ban.

-the Department of Environment and Natural Re-

sources will announce today the names of mining
companies despoiling the environment and thus
will be ordered to stop operations.
. Agriculture Secretary Manny Pinol said Duterte
ordered the strict implementation of the log ban
after massive flooding in Mindanao. The ban, Pinol
said will protect the country’s water sheds.

Cutting of trees is still [allowed if they are com-
mercially grown specifically for timber.

He said planting and harvesting of pulp and
paper trees like Falcata is also a major source
of livelihood for poor families in the Davao and
Caraga regions.

The tripastite committee will meet on February

Duterte ordered that the DENR, DA and local
governments work on the details of implement-
ing the ban.

“Stop all logging operanons with no exemp-

6 to start the formulation of the guidelines on the
log ban,

He said the guidelines|should be clear on how
to treat the cutting of trees planted by farmers in

‘their farmlands for their| future use, and include

programs which Woui ensure the cfﬁcnent refor-

' estation of the denuded watersheds in the country.

Meanwhile, Reuters reportcd that Lopez had
announced that several mines will be shut down
given the environmental harm they have caused.

“We'll be really, really strict,” Lopez told radio
station DZMM. “There|s some really that have to
be closed,” Lopez said,|without identifying which
mines she meant in the review to be published
on Thursday, '

“That’s what I see, because it’s too. much, it’s
extreme” Lopez said on the destruction some
mines have caused. ‘

The Southeast Asian nation, the world’s biggest

See GOV'T™ Page A2

GOY'T
nickel ore supplier, last year suspended op-
erations ata group of 10.ofits 41 mines - includ-
ing gold and copper mines as well as nickel ore
producers-for environmental infractions after”
launching an audit of the sector in July. The’
said in September that 20 more mines were at
risk of suspension. ; s -
“The decisions that we re makmg are not
political,” the minister said. “I'm not looking:
at who owns the mines. What's impertant is-
the welfare of those pepple who live there.”
Some 22 of the 30 mines under review are”

‘nickel ore producers, and the threat to disrup-’

‘tion of supply from the Philippines has helped
fuel a 14 percent rally in global nickel prices’
since last year.

- On Wednesday, three-month nickel on the
London Metal Exchang wasup 0.5 percentat’
$10,000 a ton, recovering from a seven-month-
low reached last week.
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The Ptuhppmes hasinched clqs- ’Tuesclay in the! Palace where '

er to ratlfymg the Paris Agree- .

ment on: climate change after
concerned government agen—
cies submitted to Malacafiang
‘the certlficates of-concurrence . °
{COC) to the landmark accord,
After threatening to re]ect|
.the global accord for being “ab- -
surd” and “stupid,” President
‘Duterte. convened the Climate’
Change Commlssmn (CCC) on."

.\.. - *

,/,,'(‘f 'Sen. Loren Legarda, the pri- .
mary mover of the Pans accord

o Duterte s dEClSIOn to COIIVEDE

“the:‘Cabinet concurred w1th its' -
fratlficatlon st Pt

“o’d’ srgn that our Presi- -
;the 1mportance of ad-

‘inthe Senate, yesterday ex- -'d
pressed elation over  Mr, ,,

‘the ‘CCC which, she sald w
the ,body's maiden meetmg
smce it was created in 2669*

' Mth, the passage of the Chmate: : .ea

.t f.-... §

H e ay, L
- 3 .

: ment.” she sald addmg

,“Once the executive {depart-

' ment] ratifies and transmits the

. herd the Senates Immedlate"
. concurrence

_instrument of ratification to the

Senate, I'would actively shep-

Legarda was invited to the

g meetn_lg as'the principal author

iy oftheC mate Change Act.

Mr. :-Duterte had earlier

“ wamed thathe would not honor '

N

the Paris accord, saymg 1twould warmmg t r.eshold that scien-

only stymie the country‘s eco-’. tists believ .could significantly -
normc .growth and, that. it was:, “reduce. the dangerous impacts ;
}ust bemg “1mposed by ‘indus- * of chmate ange ‘ .
trialized countries ‘on develop- .~ CCC (ommissioner

. Bm- ‘

ing nations like the Philippines.
~ At the Paris climate confer-"

‘ence in 2015, 195 natlons adopt-1

ed the legally bmdmg globat cli-

‘mate accord that aims to lumt

global average temperature | to

-well below 2 degrees Celsius, a

, =MARLONRAMOS INQ

" ‘manuel de Guzman confirmed.

yesterday at Forelgn Secre- -
tary- Perfegto Yasay. Jr. had
signed th last- of the docu-
ments nee ed for the ratifica-
ition: of the nternatlonal treaty.

N
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Phl one step.¢losérto ratifyiing Paris treaty:

;_‘I_ :I,-_-V-.-s. et

O

By-CHRISTINA MENDEZ and, JANVIC MATEO .~ *.

-'Déspite the misgivings of President Duterte: 4 Thf]t?hhlhppm espite'its support
‘Paris agteement on climate change; the Philippiriesimc \ : u;;m%h e negotiations, was not able to’
step closer to ratifying the deal after all concened:government g lmmﬁ fﬁdy ratify'the agreement follow-

" agencies'sighed their concurrerice. g TR / lngg he change in pdministration.
The Instrument of Accession - the document.gignifying the . __B_l,utert_e initially’ said he was not ame-
- Philippine ratification of the deal —was subrhitted o' Duterte , nable to the _de;f;l_‘ sitwould be unfair for
~ following the joint meeting of the Climate Change Commission apoor. country lik '?theP hthPm\E{S to be,
- (CCC) and its advisory board on Tuesday, comimissioner Em- i ﬁre;slsls‘}{;gd to l}un _L;:?,ts,lc:a{}?on emisgsioris ~
. marl.uel de Glizman Sa.id.. N - - ;L _ '-,. 5. - -"-ili .l hlt IIEEded"t: ﬂ?u%l&;é:-liie’ R I r;.rc
. De Guzman said Foreign Affairs Secretary Perfecto Yasay Jr. A a;ml ‘%Jﬁfted ‘?h—f?‘-t'rn -.,PFOHntnLe_s like theUS..
signed the lastdf 33 certificates of concurrence;needed before 'they w na emitted carbon heavily when -
the transmission of the document to the Office of the President. fwﬁjgzlverelmc_lusp*ﬁp:z_gg, and questioned
. “This is an important development towards the country’s " or{; dgfv eloping countries would be sanc-
joining the climate change accord and the early-delivery of its Dt :ti:{atl e _
“benefits to our Filipino people through climate finance, capacity the tre % ISZIS-XP ressed his concern with
building, technology and knowledge transfer, for'climate change vi(efl aﬁit}{s’ % Of ganctions for countries
" adaptation and mitigation, as we pursue climaté justice,” the " The g carbon emission restrictions.
. commissioner said ina post on Facebook, . wie 'vi;iﬁn't: éﬁgrflement :I;élhandates countries to
‘Once Duterte signs the Instrument of Accession, this will be their %r' Ow muycet ~t‘he\y.\would reduce .
transmitted fo the Senate for concurience, the last:step in the - o St,ca.tf 1Q§:Imlss;%{)s inthe nextdecades -
ratification process, ~ St -},;f'? RN . o 0 P globa ‘”f'an HUNg: ‘
‘De Guzman said the CCC meeting = NN AT

. was chaired by Duterte as-chiairman of
" the commission, and Sen. Eoren Legarda,
* chair of the Senate committee on climate
. change. . e
* . Legarda, principal author of the Cli-
mate Change Act; hailed the decision of
‘Duterte to convene the meeting. .
- “This is a good sign that 'our President
- sees the importance of addressing climate
change impact as it affects the overall
" development, of the country,” she said.
'Legarda pledged to “actively shep-
herd”. the Senate’s concurrence of tﬁe
Cratification. . . -
“Thé issue of climate justice, which
* is'one of the concerns of the ‘administra-
' tion, is enshrined jn the agreement. If we
ratify, we become part of the succeeding
~ meetings about the Paris agreement,”
_Legarda said. L

- ¥It is to our advantage that we are in
. the talks s0 we can converge with.our, fel-
low vulnerable nations-oit how we should
rrnwa fevararnd and cominelhi Ollméhhﬂ'l] se
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retary Emmanuel Pifiol (
the President telhng‘\Envxron- - Man
ment Secretary Gma,Lopez ina, . !

o one should be ex-

empted from’ the gov-

. ernment’s crackdown

' ‘on loggmg loperatlons

- ﬂetrxmental to the env1ron=
ment. . - ; s

' Presxdent Duterte 1ssued this

- reminder to the Department of

“Environment and Natural-Re-
“sources (DENR): -followmg the
: severe ﬂoodmg in some. parts
;_of Mmdanao largely blared for
“‘rampant logging’ activities.

"Hindiba total logban na tayo" '
Stop all logging operatlons with .

no exempt:ons," Agnculture Sec-

'basms.,of Mmdanao

: gl.ven permlts to cut W _
as part of the Integrate Forest
Management Agreement (IFMA)

recent meeting at the Palace <
“The President issued the or-
der durmg the en bang meetmg of

the Chmate Change Commlssmn'

where»I brought up thefmasswe

A

floodmgs in the diffg) nt Fiver '

Dol el

he v11y-s11ted rivers,’ - P;nol sald

in: a Facebook post. ..,

several compames hav ‘

';r;esultmg )

... ment'o
. Pinol. sald Lopez adn:utted that
been_

: Y :
" The Pres1dent has also or- .
.dered the creation of a new.gov-
ernmen A comm1ttee to craft the .
gmdehr eson. the logging han.
“Th *,Pres;dent has ordered
that a trzpartlte convergence
commlttee be formed, composed ;
.0f DEN, DA (Department of :
Agncul re) and DILG (Depart-
glllnterlor and Local Gov- :
.ernme t) to discuss details of 4 :
Total Lt g Ban in order to protect '
our wa ersr'ﬂeds » Presidential .
spokesman Ernesto Abella said.
Pmol sald the commlttee has

R —

B

el

‘ _been assxgned to “formuiate the

_guldehnes in the 1mplementat10n'

..of a tougher government actlon

I'.agamst illegal logging,”; - ... _

The gu1de11nes must be clear

on.how to treat the.‘cuttmg of
£

: .-farmlands, for futuri_ Jise, he

total logglng ban ordered by-
President Duterte and de.sugn ‘
programs. whlch would ensure
the, effiment reforestatlon of. the
denuded watersheds i in the coun—

- try,” Pmol said. .».
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!
i .

1 rid, Man-
a*gé’ifxent Office of %gug?n del?Sur,A_
“iour people died while moré than
20,000 are still sheltered in evacu- -
i~ ation-centers. The excesswe ram

i apdiflo Lall
A "Agusan del Sur. +3il.
- 7 An environmentil¥xd .
' Lopez affirmed her commltment -
to'rehabilitate the cguntrys Fiv- .

ers, and said she had already rnet

1 m: i%gand
deforestatxon caused,the assive
'flooding.in Agusan del Suf and
‘other areas in the Caraga region,
adding that the catastrophe had
forced. the evacuation of tens ‘of

3, it Al ¥
thougands of ¥ sxdents to ¥‘anous
evacuation centers. £ B
The entire province of Agusan
del Sur is ulnder a state of calamlty

.b‘

fhatle'l
* Agusan del Sur.

& oups, 1nclud1ng }
y ‘non;g_ vernmentalorgan- .°
and academe in Agusan

Mmdanao facmg suspen- '
perate in the'Caraga region,
ichlis ¥ich in ‘gold, copper and
depps1ts

4.tekt message, Lopez vowed
i |therenv1ronmental problem
ad by‘deforestation and mining
chto thedisastrousfloodingin

She added that she will also or-’

as thé excesswe rains over the past

——

der the DENRsﬁeld ff:é’ial tolook "7 rr &
into the statifs of!therAgusan. szer 3 '
. Basinand areas’3ffarte v :
: and‘rqmmg concess;on's‘fand ‘come
~upwithplans and progranison how
. ol o
to:address tHepishle e
Accordmg;- e river ‘
basin will have to ba 1mprov§ed to
prevent disaster. She promised to
‘ 1ntens1fy tree-planting activities
- in the area under the Enhanced
'National Greening Program to
strengthen the community’snatu-
ral protection against calamities.
The longest riverin Mmdanao,
and the th1rd Iargest in the coun-

.

reas inthe prownceﬁomamls:
Orlental Bukldno{ﬁ: C%\mqﬂ“og:gia
; *"Valley, Davao Oriental, Daval de]
" Norte, Surigao delSurandAgusan,
del Sur.
Among the cr1t1ca1 watersheds
. within the Agusan River Basin are
~ theAndanan, Gibong, Batuto Slmu- ,
lao and Taguibo, ;. BN
Experts have also warned of the:

-~

—— ‘ e ——

Rl'VerBaSln pamcularly
sggaMai'sli;
(s g_to the Rlver Basin -

d_ by poor involvemen

u:nii?s
ing; ahd excessive resource exploi-
tationithat leads to deforestation;
and ‘other illegal extraction.

- Anpther major problem is inap-
propriate farmingpracticesin many
areas iIong the river that results to
siltation and sed1mentat10n. defor-
estation’ and soil degradation.

M1‘15:.=5;Agusan River Basii ‘g :

s, local governmenps.
ndotherstakeholders, min- -

S SERVICE,

& : %amon fofthe peatlands mthmn !
; i s :

S

A

r"«



. BY CATHERINE S VALENTE

ban in the country.

" “The President has ordered that
atripartite convergence committee
be formed, composed of DENR
| Department of Environment and

‘Natural Resources] DA [Depart-

RESIDENT Rodrlgo Duterte ‘has
_ formed a committee that will- study
the 1mplementat10n of a total log

t

ment of Agrlculture], and DILG
[Department of the-Initerior and
Local Government] to discuss
details of a total log ban in order
to protect our watersheds, Presi-

,rm'ent the total log ban.”

“It {cdmmittee] was formed

. to formuldte the guidelines in

the implementation of a tougher

; government action against illegal
logging,” Pifiol saidi

+ The tripartite committee will

- meet on February 6 to formulate

~ the guidelines‘on the total log-

- ging ban.

In 2011, then President Bemgno

" Aquino 3rd signed Executive Or-
~ der No. 23 which implemented

‘Tuesday night. -
In a Facebook post, Agncu]t;ue :

denual spokesman Emesto Abella
said in a staternent. .
Duterte issued the direct] ve

during thie Climate Change Gom:

mission and Advisory Board
banc meeting in Malacanang

Secretary Emmanuel Pifiol said
Duterte ordered the DENR “to im-
plement the ban on logging in the
country without any exerhptionj'

Pmol sard he dlscussed he.

—_—. fif

massive ﬂoodmg in Mmdanao

"+ caused by “deriuded mountains |

and heavily-silted rivers” dunng

" the meeting.

“Hindi ba total log ban 04!
tayo [Aren’t we under a total -
log:ban]? Stop all logging op-

-erations with no exemptlons, |
Pifiol quoted Duterte as havingi
. told Environment Secretary Re-:

gina Paz “Gina” Lopez. -
According to Pifiol, Duterte gave
Lopez “full authority to 1rnp1e-

an indefinite nationwide loggmg

ban in natural or residual forests
- throughout the country: . . [
~ The DENR defines natural or te,~

sm{ual forests as “forests compo

planted by man’ . ol
The EO however, does

unexp1red licensés to conttm‘re_,
logging. It also.allowed, loggmg 1n;;

plantation forests.
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1

‘ He c1ted the massive ﬂoodmg
in parts.of Mindanao as a result
of the denuded mountains and
heavily silted rivers, presidential
spokesman : Ernesto Abe]la said
in a statement.

. “The Prosrdent ordered that a

tnpamte ‘convergence: commit-

tee"be formed and composed of
the Department of Envircnment
and Natural Resources, Depart-
ment of Agriculture and the De-
partment of Interior and Local

Government to discuss a total log -

ban to protect our watersheds,”

'RESIDENT Rodngo Duterte has. ordered
’ the creatlon of a tripartite. comrmttee to
n study the possible implementation of
a nat10nw1de logging ban Malacafiang sald

n,

Abella said. : '
Duterte ordered Envrronment
Secretary Regina Lopez to im-
plement a logging ban during a
meeting of the Climate Change
Commission on, Tiesday, Agri-
culture . Secretary Emmanuel Pi-
fiol said. . N
“Aren’t we already in a total
log ban? Stop. all logging op-

érations with no exemptions,”.

Pifiol quoted Duterte as tellmg
Lopez,

‘He also quoted Lopez during
the meeting that the lloenses to

'cut down trees were approved tlng trees in their plantatrons \

under. the Integrated . Forgst :Farmers in Davao and Caraga, -

Management Agreemient and

Community-Based Forest Man

agement contracts during
previous administration.

e. forinstance, depend on the har- ;

Ty i

e vesting of trees for therr hveh-

the  hood.

. Lopez said forest. management

'

‘Lopez, in a text message' L rdf“practrces in places like Finland'

Duteite Wanted. a total loggi
ban because he “deeply. feels.
the welfare of his peoplé.”

“It’s the suffering that loggin 1g '

results in. He had gone to Sultan

‘Kudarat and met with the. lumad
there. and they- haye been super

suffering,” Lopez said;-

“The President’s comm
ment is to social justice and
eradicate_corruption and he

t- |
to provrde for a total loggmg ban | i
1;s,
- going for it with determinatioh,
It should be rightly applauded_-.
. In the same meeting, Pifi 1
brought up the 1mphcatlons

g allow people to use the trees but;

or strll preserve their forests.

A moratorium on logging
in natural or residual forests'
{throughout the country is. now ifi
‘place through Executive Ordér '
23 signed by former Presrdentr
Benigno Aquino I in'2011.

The EO, however, does not

since-it allowed logging compa- -
nies with unexpired licenses to
continue loggmg It also allowcd
logging in’ plantation forestsiol or:
f forests planted by man,.Joh

P Y man. "‘Tﬂénﬂ
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:tlba, anlya, ni
' Envxronment

) wakang pagbaha sa-Min-

parsanhing pagka- - -rity’ upang- 1patupA rang
6;ng: mga bundok at . total log ban. -
" )

-convergence ofimit
-~ tee &y biruo- paraabuma
- langkas' ng “mgjgelin
15 . tuntunin laban sa"lllega

ang direk- loggmg ;

‘—“;L—-'—hﬁll-;.:-.__._____)-_i ” i —




; PRESIDENT:-Rod.r:go
.| Duterte “wants a total
| log ban.
: In fact, the President
| has ordered: the creation
.| of a tripartite..committee
‘that would stud ‘the to-
tal log: ban implementa-
‘tien in the ‘country.
| 7 “The Preéident has
étdered that’ ‘s tripartite
convergence: committee
be formed; ‘Epmifidsed of
DENR (Department of
Envirenanent -and- Natu-
ral Resources), DA (De-
partment of 4 Agriculture),

’ Wl v A b s TR A ki b 7 ok 1 41 KR et et e e .k § AT A B et s <y e
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and:.DILG. (Départment -
of the;Int.enor andLocal
Governmeiit)*to discuss
details-'of a total. log ban
in  order to protect our
watersheds - presidential

okesperson Ernesto
A ella -said .i
statemient.

Duteite gave the éﬂ- :
mate ; Change Gomm:s- '
“sion: and~Admory Board

strugtion? during ‘the

en banc “atiMa-
lacanang "”" e

——— . T

TIVES SERVICE

his. press

uesday
mghtut was learned ’
. ;__m Montano




?.L.‘pgpa;gmgntlof Environm
,m;urpl Resources in, 2007, v
i m“iishaw;wpport.l hope we con- ,’
'astin,ue prameting our advocacles to -
';,1proteci} g,anl,;onserve the environ- act[v!tles HARIBO

" go B T
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:'.‘,THE Unlted Coconut E&Ianters Bank

"(UGPB). has .partnered with Haribon

i oundgtion,to donate: seedllngs
that'will be:planted at two protect-

~ ed.areas in Nagcarlan, Laguna, the
- conservation group announced.

g UC_PB.PreSIdent and CEO ) Higinio O.
. Macadaeg Jr. sngned the Bank s com-

”mitment to support the Foundatlon s
Road to 2020 program, an. lmtlatwe
‘to restore the country's ramforests

uslng natwe tree species.

P M Macadaeg said the partner-
K ship with Haribon, reafflrms the
“bank’s pro-en\nronment ad’vocacy

“ He shared wrth Haribon; represen-
; tatwes that aside from provudmg ;
j financing to ventures in the renew- |

bles sector, the bank successfully

: -tlon Slte |n“Slt|o Bosq,— oso, which

i forms part. of the Marlki a'Water-
wshed,, had been recogn ’d as a
1,rm:u:lel reforestatlon 4] ject by the
nment and

resented by lts Chief Operatmg '
Officer Maria ‘Belind IJde la'Paz and '
; constltuency and res urce ‘develop-

- men "a_nager Arlle _tb);B;l:‘ndonula, _
_i currently workmg "_ﬂn ‘restoring

Banahaw and

Iank donated‘§00 seed-

ling  the foundat{on, which'is

i gathering seedlmgs for the plant-

; ing: season that run from June to

-*."' éceimber. It will also’ stipportthe .

Mu}l‘,pda__tion in its ed;cation cam-

palgn'for environment protectlon

: ‘ e“mmating in \ormatlon to

UCPB assoclates andle 'nébdragmg

them to engage in'é \nronmental

N FOUNDATION
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.. Pollcymakers and bmdwersnty ex-
perts are geared towards;the creation
.of a framework for the sustamable
management of. Benham Rlse a pns-
tme undersea temtory off the eastern
coast of Luzon, .
The Department of Enwronment
.and Natural Resources (DENR),
‘through its Blodwersny Management
‘Bureau (BMB) will conducta workshop
. on Feb. 23 :
- Towill bnngtogetherpohcyrp‘ahersand
‘. expelts to come up w1th a pohcy-frame—
_ work for the protection and sustamable
' management of the undersea reglon

2 Vast PH marine terrltory
Benham Rise is conmdered the

: largest marine area of the, country that _

; remains relatively pnstlne i
- With the recent’ recogmt:on o Ben-
‘ham Rise as part- of the Phlhppmes
i nded continental
shelf (ECS) granted.g th

e

UPPER MALY

L Aty

e
B

K ment

zone EZ), contmentalvsgelf,, {
tended contmenta! shelf. ... s

The _dlscussmns w1[l focus on re-.'

sources in the region mcludmg blodx-.

versity, fisheries, mineral, 011 and gas,f

existing policies governmg the ares,
and. ahgnment to the Sustainable Devel:
opment Goals and Phlhppme De velop-
ment P]an, among others.... L

- Resource persons includ  BMB f-:
ﬁmals’ledby, Director Theres: '

A a8 e

ment of the ‘Benham Rise, ]
Hllomen on the general overv: of the
region; and Ms. Armida Andres onithé
framework’s alignment in'the Sustam =
abIe Development Goals and the Phlhp-

.pme Development Plan. NP

Experts from the Umv

1sttowards the sustamable mapage: -

frnamework: l'

. .oil and

dita .
is expected to speak‘ rf?the“._l ‘

ty :
Phlhpplnes (UP) are also expected to.

(e ety utptior bl

shareﬁthelr knowledge and( .expertlse '

on.the; Benham Rise durmg the work- '
shop T

' tlons Commission- ]
_-on the Limits of the. |

_ Contmental Shelf in.
- 2012, interest in uti-
lization of Benham . ,
_rise mcreased

Scrence i

EaAY

UP-NIGE,
as.resources of the region,

reau of Fisheries and Aquatic

-

J} uhe recogmtmn -
! of the Philippine ju- ;
tnsdlctlon over the
.:Benhamste Region . -
iig the: Philippines’
ﬁrst successful vali- |
datlon of a claim in .
accord with the 1982
UNCLOS. :
(i Itis the first .
,I'naJo;r expansion
.Of the ;Philippines’
mant:mé boundaries. .
o since the late 1970s
when it declared its-
EEZ ‘The waters .
,above the ECS are ;
consuiered as high
yseas, . '
i Wil:htheUNdecl- 5
;sion, the Philippines’ .
,contmental shelfand .
terrltory increased
from 30 million hect-
ares t6 43 million
;hecta‘res. o )
"The development
of a sound sustain- -
able management .
“Iramework for Ben-
|hdm Rise would
nge the Philippines .
\opportumtles to de-
velop its marine sci-
‘entific research ca- -
D bilities, provide an
“anchorformoblllzmg :
9ffshore resources |
‘,and management .
An the eastern sea-
'board of Luzon, and -

Bleinasan an. L e

RN

Dn.C f ag‘.arVillanoyofthe UP- Marme

wﬂl tac e the bmdwers:ty resources .
made i the Benham Rise in

arlosfPrlmo David, also of :
3, will )present the mineral, -

odore ‘Eduardo Gongona -

wxll,talk on’ the ﬁshery re-
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i Mln(,igogfo and the peopl Eu
o 'lsland %ave everythmgt

0Lk {&ntal MindoroGovernon Ma:
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oA A luvemle Phlhppme Eagle, the coun-

(3 ".t%e ritdnie] & dveérnment in thefor:- -
ested upland v1llage of Batian j in Ma1tum

Sarangam. e st

_ The eagle,- whmh was found to have

" an embedded pellet in its left groii, was
taken to the Commumty Environment and
Natural Resotirces Office of the Department

- of Env1ronment\and Natural Resp ‘ees in
Kiamba for assessmenit. It was subsequently

(PEC)in Davao City for rehabilitation. |

' Batian is within the 114,144 hectare Mt.
-Busa park a pno‘nty conservatlon and. pro-
tection b10d1vers1ty study area, and onebf
Sarangani’s’ ‘remiaining forests.: -
Declared asa key b1od1vers1ty area- and

%s recen}:ly resg,us;d.l. harbogs gitically :gndbmgered

~ brought to the P}uhppme Eagle Center -

- an imy rd area, mJZQO

vulnerable‘atnd‘ bird: spé u

nit said; the’ rescue of the ¢
the town’s g ocI rest cover
. preserved: .
generations; .- |

The' Envn'omnental Conser‘
Protectwn Center (ECPC) of |
gani provmcxal government h4s reported
sightinigs-of tarsier, wild deer, Wyild boars,
mOnkeys bats, civets and endangered b1_rd
species iri the reservatlon R ¢

Straddhng the'towns of Mam.m, K1amba
and Maasun, Mt. Busa is thr¢atened by
land convers;on,’
w11c111fe huntmg, 111ega1 loggmg afid: mlrung

Ica,ngm (slash and-burn), Rl
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BY HARIBON FDUNDATION

THE Burgos Brrds and Frsh
Santtuary in Surigao' Del Sur
hrghlrghts the valuable ¢ontri--
bution of women in the ﬁshmg
Lrndustry, through promotrng
Lactive partrcrpatton in-the man=.
“agement of marine protected
areas and'a booming dried ﬁsh
*enterprrse, conservation | group
: -Haribon. Foundation satd

"The Burgos Birds and. Frsh I

i Sanctuary is managed by KAAM
I PAKA (Kadagatan Amplngan
Pagmata Katawhan), which'is :
' uily registered in the Depart

t ment of Labar and Employrnent :
! P

(DOLE) 1t was foiinded by onl

-five ﬁshermen 1n 1997 and has i

since incieased in membe D,
10’40 mernbersl today, mcludmg
a niimber 6f Woren. - bt
- Haribon siid these women
voluntarrly guard the Martne
‘ Protected Areas (MPA] round-

AU alaalE " oHblima At fholri‘

I I(AAMI’AI(A members manage the dned fish pro
part of their economlc enterprrse. The Burgos Blrds
in Surigao del Suris managed by KAAMPAKA, wrth wome
signlﬁrant rolein patrolling and protecting the m

re’éﬁler
offresh'
‘meinbetst
y Subsidy” 5

ckagmg
Women
12 rket? the '
| products earn 150 peso: 2 day, A
: tenth of the share from the .total

ne resery ve.PHOTO . .

ieds euch

i asthe'rr school supl:

 main un‘,fai urdles, motr_l ]ples and
vated by. owther"{r contribution! : A d‘dllY dllowance. © . 124
can benefit the ir'own children:; l‘\ _Thetwomen mer l}ersf’?ef’

In 2012, 1 'rrbon Foun-i :? mirked that the pr ]ect "Hds

‘dation through'the DARWIN! * h "'thi'i‘lﬁ' eliming e“[“thén‘

prolect stirveyed the abundance d€:1?>erall¥dl cy on their Hsband’s

‘of the danggit fish in the area. 1 L ddily’w es:? s they areané‘i\ﬁ
th@”fa’fﬁ‘-"

After a series of feasrbllrty stud- i abje f i
-KA - ily's' es. Inter--

-estmgly, domesttc vi lence was
.- also reportedly red ced after

a "ty_ building and g been 'w,_
orgamz t10na1j|strengthemng tlES‘m-Surlgao to he P

! ol
trarnm en mernbers ] marrne‘manageme_ L]

enterpns x OLRs
The KAAMPAKA Drted Flsh ¢ vamce Ly e
Processmg .THe Bureau 6f Fis ;enes‘and, .

“ l_ Aquatrc Resources, 1 _e Depart—i
= merit of Trade and]’ .

the Tocal governmen 1“;’ ‘Cortes.
and This Falmdatianlfor a Sus-.




D 1 LY = B e i T TS A 0 R A 4 B st i i b e s, . ) Al i s i s Al

PHOPTEG

LRI IS8 JTEEEN B1
T TAEA W - ---“m.‘_mm-—u——%ﬂm—whdnv-

02 Fr3 7517

DATE
/-

PAGE

UPPER)LF

LOWER HALF

. . --‘,j"l;,’f'z yges o 3 §-
. SON =daparture mspectlon. over- to the Bure
E_y s & NY_ "y AL &, passenger port-in Fisheries' and Aq fatic
o _S,Al-._Es : g,,_ﬁ‘!/lasbate City. 1 “Resources (BFAR)- while-
LEGAZPI City -- 0ver= Sources at’ the PCG ~ Lautio: and: BaJar face
1100 Kilos of dried ma- _ eadquarters in Rams‘, ‘gchargea RO 5\"” )
Frme ‘products, consxst- i City, reporbednon' Earlier; BFAR'-‘ﬁ o
-of alligator pipe- 'Ihesday that the dned rig- “ied-éxpert -Nona E olva i
.fis (a variety of sem  rine products came from - rted that gathering
:Hoxse), shaxk’s fin, sea ‘the coastal town of; Mobo 5 e !

cucumbers and other

riety of sea horses;
1 consxdered as en-
dangered specxes un-
ider the couniry’s Ma-.
rine - Conservation
Law, ‘were seized b

nnel of the P
(5

Masbate province, | a.nd

were bemg transporte
two couriers, Erwin::
rio and Lums BaJ s
Sors n province. :

PCG sources : here
said the confiscated: ‘
rine- products stuffed. m— L
side, sawed polyester .cir
sacka were later ha.nded- - ehis]

eve
mna

cbun@nes .
. Metro Mam

1&

pifié "Coast Guard
CQ) durm.g‘ a pre-

ohlblted m ri

in ‘some  Afiay

ol
ets
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Long—term fallout from
Aqumos Laguna Lake
embarrassment

BY BEN KRlTZ
Colummst

S my fellow Mamla '
L ATimes columnist.
, RJgoberto Tiglao revealed
, yesterday, on January 23 Ry
"the World Bank’s Inter- -
. national Center for the™
Settlement of-Investment

Disputes; (ICSID) ruled:”

- cancellation by then—pres
-ident Benigno Aqumo 3rd
x 'of the P18; billion Laguna
‘Lake Rehabilitation Proj-

ect (LLRP) was improper,
and ordered the Philippine
government to compensate
the Belgian dredging firm

' Baagemerken Decloedt En
" Zoon (BDZ) P8O0 mrlhon-

- plus interest costs.

j that the November 2(]11'

g

l KRITZ FROM A1

‘Long-term falleut from Aqurnos
N Lake embarrassment N

The ﬁgure represents the amount
the ICSID’ deemed BDZ was erititled
'to recover from their investment in
preparations for the project before
' it was arbitrarily canceled, which
~Aquino didn’t even hiave the grace to
" do in writing -His Finance Secretary
- Cesar Purisima simply refused to
sign the papers accepting a P7 billion
" development grant from the Belglan
govemment -

Tiglao makes a strong argument

. that Aquino and Purisima personally,

and not the current I P_hrirppme govern-

)'KntzBZ

o A

ROUGH-
i TRADE

‘BEN:'I,(_RI‘TZ

:ment Or people s tax motiey, should
'be held liable for the sum.owed to*’

theu150~year -old, globally—respected
‘Belgian- marine engmeermg firm, as

“well as for the human misery and
" property damage suffered sirice 2012 )

* third- party

Laguna-

~ when the Jr'diect would have been:

finished - dtlre to floods it would have

‘ - prevented'o Eles:‘;ened,

Tiglao related in his col- ;

Everythin

~ “'umn is accurate; but there is far more
~ to the fallofit from Aquino’s stupid :

early-term decrsron, which, inciden- -

" tally, flewi the face of multiple posi-
‘tive assessments: of the. project from..

emment and a couple of
Jrgamzatlons

First of all, no, significant floody
control or )ther rehabilitation work -
has taken 1:lace at Laguna Lake. The-

his own go

, trshermen, and somie. |

guna Lakeshore Ex- .

' pressway Dike Proj-

- ect (LLEDP), whicki -

was considered the'

centerpiece of Aqui- *,
' no's ultimately dis- "
{ appointing public- -

"grand replacement” ||
for the LLRP, the" akeshore
- P122.8-billion La-

i

1

commum-
, ties. It has only been

; of work on Laguna *
| Lake has started with -
- the demolition of the
’ lake's fishperis,
The Department
: of Public Works and®™

Himhurare MDY .

; tain whether it

Muntmlupa to
.. Banos, Laguna,

[os: the government as
but~

it the ‘same inter >stsr
!thr
syear thatany sort > - who were against’

vulherable to Iitiga- -
' tion. The first big loss *

the i} was last April, when -

- project ongnallyigg]l the Supreme . Court :

. dre, and it is:u

“be.able to go "or-
ward ‘

Cer-

> Kritz B4

il



- reaffirmied s’ September 2015 rulmg
J ordenng the goverhment to pay Phil-
- ippine Interniational Air Terminals Co,
‘ (PIA’ICO) over $500 millior for expro- -
priating NAIA's problemanc Terminal . -
- 3backin 2006:0ne slgmﬁcant feature
. of mululateral trade: agreertients - it
- was a particular issue in the niow, ap-

 ship, and-is part 6f thé China-backed -
-'Regional Comprehenslve'Economlc & "_.,;
' Partnership (RCEP)<- s that thifd: " deal
 party atbitration (suhis:tt 4
- 1CSID) s a ‘prefetisd ﬂ:spute resdlu-

D"E‘“r‘f

02 FeB za17

S Sk

parently dead Trang-Pacific Partiiér-

'roughfihe';_“

tion mechamsm ‘WHeétler'its fair-or

" not, the Duterte‘bﬁhﬁﬁisﬁatlon Has"
_1o sell Taige-scale pro}k'éts fo investérs -

".‘government § rep

‘.5‘. rogatwes to some degree,because futare.
"contractors are going'to insist t.he‘dlspute' ‘
A nesoluuon mechams “ :

wmner will chscotirage seme mvestors-
ﬁgn;»talqnga chance onaprojecthere o

Agui rto s Lag u na
lilippine * aghifist its former President, and pos-j
ing ' '.snbl;}aagamst former Finance Secretary!
; ‘Pur:k_lma as well, is somethmg thaﬁ

" should:be: pursued but if it is, the

-, Dut fte adniinistration- should takeﬁ
2; '+ care o keep :that at arm s—Iength from :

overelgn pre- g the _ocess of contracting investors in,,
new rojects, where the focus should |

a.fblt falthless in’c

ould. thmk that would not be:
cult to manage, but this is the}
" Phil _gpmes, makmg thmgs harder’

than 1f\ey neéd to be sometimes seems }
Jike a nattonal pastime,

.rellaliv lity. in terms and procedures. '

!. ’

Gts - - The valid claim ‘ife Philifipines has 1 \':be}zflﬁqw@mang!atgmes,pef o

:,_be 0 ', estabhshmg consistency and;
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STARScnence

e S Soncvemy o e

The restoration of Laguna
+de Bay, to a relatively pristine-

' state'is a miajor- concern. This:
_is a scientist’s account on-
a multidisciplinary two ‘to.
three-year scientific endeavor

that culminated ini-a Environ- ,

3_ mental Health Report Card™
(EHRC), which' the Laguna“
Lake Development Authority
(LLDA) Jaunched-in:2016.

The’ EHRC antlmpated the:”
directive,of President Duterte .

~ tothe Department of Environ- L
- ment and Natitral, Resources
(DENR) to dlsmantle ”the vast, [

R SR

] (I of 2 parts)

By MACRINA TAMAYO ZAFARALLA -

u-x-—sp-mwu:-mvmu e

tracts of pnvate ﬁshpens mLa—,
~‘gunade Bay and give back the.

ake to'the poor fishermen of

the-country.” The Report Card -

Savmg Lago"na:{de Iey

g

-

Faclhty '(PIZ}:\JISEA);' and

2) The [ELDA under the

UNEP/ GEE Project on Global

' was based on the 10-yedr data vy

of the LLDA from 2”4 to 2013

jEHRC for Laguna dé Bay, the
country s largest inland water. .
:(surface area: 90 ,000:hectare:
or900'square meter :
follovnng

- ‘The ‘two 1mp1ementors in
“the (development of thie'first -

ent and Oxygen

Depletlon f}'om Land-based
Pollution i support of G'Iobal
Nutrxent C ‘J'cl '

e.:

‘The key partners included
the LLDA 'gI‘echmcal Work--

“from the. U
Philip ppines
(UPLB); . In:

- 'Institute

- ing Group texternal experts

at Los Barfios
iversity of the

v Philippinesi: Marine Science -
MSI) University
mas (UST); Bu-.

reau of FlS emes and Aquahc i

“*from the In egratlon and Ap--
*plication Ndtwork; University

I, of Marylan

' rohmental

oro hll

' Center for Envi-

A'ence Thebyline .
g represented UI-’ B

; lndieator T

-~ Forthe’ four bays, namely
the West, (Jentral, East and

. ‘South bays,{we:

lowing indigat s for water
:, I‘?Hahty nitrates, phosphates, -

 dissolved oxy:

. gen (DO), bigchemical oxygen

- ‘demand (B D) and total coli- .

forms. ‘Theseiwere compared

- with the. DENR,guldehnes
. (DENR: DAC(J

ini cators were ysed |

1950).

Foundatio: ‘ifor Reducing Nu- -

1sed. the. fol- |
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‘for flsherles zooplankton

iratio, native: fish composi- -

tion, and catch per unit effort
, (CPUE). These were calculated
as ratios or percentages and
combined as percentage score
* for each bay. Thie grading scale
was' from A- (91-100 percent)
- B (83-91 percent), (75-83
percent), D (70-174) to F (0-70)

Scores
Inwatér quality | I:he overall

'score of the entire lake was
~.a low passing mark of 76 .

percent-or C- (C. mmus) "This

‘means thatthe Jake cotisistent-

ly met. the' DENR ‘guidelines
* forClass C watérs (smtable for
i flshenes and' recreahon) but
- chlorophyll a.or algal matter
. ‘was excessive. Watef : quahty
in the EHRE had <hlotophyll
- aasindicator, representmg the
. amount of algae in'the lake,
" dissblved oxygen, nitrate-
' nitrogen, phosP ate -and bio-
~ chemig¢al 6xygen démand.
1+ Chlorophyll a.got a'failing
" scorebecause it-was tog exces-
sive within the“entire period
when the data were gathered.
- Anexcessive amount of algae

"means that the laké’i is’‘eutro- -

phic. Eutmp}ucatlon precipi-
tates fish kills due’to oxygen

- depletion that. results when

. the algal bloo eventually

te wa 'l 1gh
making the water highly eu-
- trophic. Very*high phosphate

¢ means abundant phosvho-

hlgh.lye etitrophtc watg
moted: & negative im
the fisheties. o

culture facilities (fish pensand

fish cages), agricultural:lands
and industrial estabhshments‘
around ‘the lake, Iromcally, i
these sustain the lake’s: exces-. .
swefertlllty IR

‘Consequently, lake ﬁsher— :
ies scored a failing maitk 6f 48 ;
percent; which is E Native fish

composmon was rated 53 per-

below;the desuable level

Scores per bay. @

i

\ West Bay

“ThisBay was scored aS,:jf.‘

second in having the:lowest
uahty (76 percent).

er
Although it is the most heav- .
ily developed side of the!lake
with the highest concentration - ;
of: :commercial flshpens and’

t_,turned out in’ 2013

txon), and’ nitrate- nltrogen
(plant nutnent) Coliform or

bactérial ‘counts were low - -

,.1{ { ,].‘“ Lprm e

 witetshed that is. pollutmg the
.lake with nitrggeri-and phos-
-+ phorus: Phospliorus entering
o the lake must be ‘reduced:
primarily from the homes jn -
tHe lake’s Watershed, the. aqua-‘,.?*

West ‘Bay fisheries got a

._fa111ng mark pf 55 ;percent,
“which was the|second highest
‘numerical fisheriesscore, This
‘was taken’ from the:following «
-indicator scores +zooplankton

(microscopic: éuumals) ratio, 62

. percent; CPUE| 35’percent and
" native spemes g omposmon, 68

percent. The' estimated fishing -

~ground alloca on in"'West Bay
-~ was one fisher fo 101 hectares .
cent, Zooplankton ratid 68 per- " . :

cent, and catch per unit effort - -
orCPYE; /22 percent. Invasive -
fish speciés and competition
among, fisherfolk contributed;
to the failing score. Clearly, the g
lake fisheries performed way -

 Central Ba_/ SR
“The lowest score in wa-

ter quah'?/ (7Tipercent) was
his bay: But its fish- -
- eries score tugned.ouf to be
'65, percent, aifailing mark,
 but relatively higher than the
other ‘bays. Ni Mate DO, BOD |

ngen to

: mg ‘of 25 percer
.- 'was too exces
- O'percent..

“ity, .this bay.¢
B f‘the widest va

and was glven

Deeplte its, b

9y levels were
100 percent

as *too ‘excessive

the. lowest rat-
1t Chlorophyll
s1ve and rated

ad Water qual- _
ame out with

ety ‘of. Species
y tﬁ.lghest but

ing ‘acceptable; levels"
of"«d solved oxygen (which =
ter to have enough
emical oxygen: de- gy
i:_Eleasure of: polluf-“ '

still fauhng, s re ‘for native

fish species'c mpos1t10n 69
‘percent. Migroseopic animals

swell: Fishing -

' ground allocatif in was a;ound

one per 110 he tares
(To be co ,"cluded)
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-':SlNIBAK kamakailan n| Panguleng Rodri
Nereus Acosta; b:lang ner
'DevelopmentAilthonty (LLDA) : ;
i Hirdi p]nayagan ni Duterte nd manatili 5| Acosla LLDA
kahit pa ang kanyang ‘ina: na'sl Socorro Acosta {dating
alkalde sa bayan ng Mandlo: Fortlch sa Buqu o) ay-mata-
gal nang kaibtgan ni Duterte. -

Ang ipinalit ng: Pangulo kay Acosta ay si Joe Medlna
(katatapos lamang ang tatlong termino b|Iang alkalde ng
bayan ng Pateros nitong Hunyo 30 2016). - i

SiMedina ay:' ‘bata’ i Setnador PeterAIanlCayetano
" Si Cayetano ay: tumakbong Pangalawang: Pangulo ni
Duterte nitong, nakalipas na halalan ngunlt natalo \ I"

e e =

Pa.ara sa kagg'Lng g at £
representatlb B anoala sa House of Rep

ST
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