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No exemption in
Laguna Lake clearing
operatlon — DENR

Undérsecre Arturo Valdez, hois also t
{ the National -Anti-Environmental "Task'E6
‘ :in‘charge of the distharitling operatior; said the EENR

oesnot gmv:de any'éxemption to ownérs
and cages in Laguna Lake:

.- Laguna LakeDevel opment Authority (LEDA3
-eral manager Joey Medina reported thatjt(hjs‘ofﬁ‘ %
: : reoetvled an information that scammeérs,;. who-id
1 { themselves as-being "well-connectet] #cani
| ! exemptions fiom the. -dismantling opéra
uchables everyone:}
breatl'ung spell:to-rej
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The proposed moratomum (im
the commercial fishing ban in Tanon
" Strait Protected Seascape (TSPS),
< one of the

been finalized but the Department
. of Envirojment and Natural Re-
* sources (DENR) is a]ready opposmg
it strongly.

" “We beheve that commemml fish-
- mgmanunsustamable manneris ohe
. of the major threats to our marine
. environment. Overfishing, as one [of

the many hegatlve environmental

§ L
3 consequer:ces is a primary cause

"~ of species
i collapse,” sald DENR-Biodiversity
e Management Bureau (BMB} Dmecbor
. Mundita
{ ¢ ..Some localgovernment oﬁ'imalsm
T .Cebu earlier proposed the. lmposmon
: _ofa moraterium that will lift the ban
_on commer fishing within Tanon
“Strait. “As” managers of the said sea-

scape, our posmons and dec;smns w:ll'

largest marine protected .
* .areas in the Philippines, has not yet

ction and ecosystem‘ .

always consrder sustamable manage—
ment of the area, wherem the overall
health of the vulnerable marme
resources should not be Jeopardlzed

and the community beneﬁts will be -

erisured,” Lim added.
. The proposal if approved, will

" allow commercial fishing within

municipal waters of the seascape

beginning at 10.1 kllometers away. '
" hibited in-) narine protected areas.

from the‘coast.
" Municipal waters include b1o-

loglcally imiportant near-shone areas~
where mangroves, seagrass, and’
coral reefs thrive. Near-shore areas .
‘serve as'the nesting and breedmg,

ground for fish, and other marme

organisms,
Tafion Strait is a cntlcal marine

for'14 of the 27 species of whales and
dolphins in:the Philippines. - ~

20.species of crustaceans, 26-species

of mangroyes, and 18,830 hectares of
coral reef, The rare chambered nau-
_ hlus glant dlamond backed sﬁmd and’

, cnhcally endangered dugongcan 0

: t

be found inlits waters.
. Itis also,a rich fishing ground}o

arnsanal ot municipal fishers who

live along the cosstal areas within

provinces of: Cebu, Negros Oriental,
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the 42 cme§ and municipalities in the -

\andNegro Occidental. -

“Qceana is firm in its stand that *
commercrél ﬁshmg activity is pro- .

It is clearly defined in the National

Integrate Protected Area System -

(NIPAS) Act; iti the Amended Fisher-
ies Code,
Strait Genéral Management Plan,”

_said Glornh Estenzo Ramos, vice

" president fi

~herpart.. |
habltatandunpcrtantnugratorypaﬂr ‘

- erfolk for.

5

fishers conlii {
A ﬁshinmun.cipalwatershalop—si
"~ Ithoasts atleast 90 specxesofﬁsh N

RamOSnsald that’ commerci

competition;with the municipal
the declining fish.st
- margmaizmg them further
* who are the gocrest of the poor 1 in
PI'nhppmesI

_-—e_;__ﬁf,

d supported by the Tafion

or Oceana Phlhppmes, fPr ‘
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- the hqa]th care sector ..
.. aims to inc¥ease’ parhcl- i
pahonmacldressmg cli- &
.mate-change. Opporl-u--;._
. nities for action are in -

g iy

‘G"’ee:n

Greenhealth toolklt for

the following areas: . ..
*Tr: rtauonHealth

care facylities rely heajilys

ulances, shuittle- of wastewsaéer reat- ‘ e
-vansahy ly transpor- merntt systéms meé hos- Whale-of-socie
taﬁonv%uclp £y po - i)ltalsal)::usmgnmovahve ¢ . . ’approach 1"*5_,’;{_1 d
" ’* Energy Health cata™ gas ‘capture technology, Ad i "t_h
. facilitied can make the:r . _wluchmllcaphn'e,reclaxm isi »
.Qperatians more ener and purify gases used in - sometyappma& Wenéed
efficiény by ‘using . ,;,operahng roomisand will . the governmént to léad,
,andenergyefﬂaenteqmp— " thénbereusedby thehos-  but other, sectors of soci-
" ment. Hospitals that will. pital. The’ procedure ex-  ety, mcludmg the, heaith
‘bebuilt, refurbished orret- , tendsgases lifecy gle,thus . caresector, musteive th r.
r'ofitted should i mcorpo- . saving money.ari reduc- -wholehearted commlt- )
. rateg:eenbuﬂdmg rinct- . - mgGHGem.lssmns - ment and take .
" ples suchasday,hghtmg ..» Food semcg),‘ e o well 5 .
_natural venhlat:o and .,It has bégn7es tngmted o st e
_Breenroofs,: Ok that;lB%ofa]l 3G Sinis- : =
* Waste management "sions are associated With .
‘Best practices in waste _.tneat consﬂmpt;on and - >
mangg; entmcludeput— rfoodimat come:from:dis-
ov- tantp]acesuhhzemqreen— ‘

. tlngupa

on

el
tmgpoﬁahomto,move- [ 1:"59”
' patients, workers;supplies

tai-cam_ ‘ ke

and was fte, Hosp
Teorg the:r.ﬁﬂeeis S oM
include high-fue] efficien-

CY; .hY

matenals

nv‘v‘

sa

. “THE Health Care-With-:"
. out Hann and ‘Practice -

id, and alternate. ..
"tlon[

.gﬂhngmgreaier
| carbonmsmon
" H: pitals, ¢

by mduo—

- of meat protein .

fing!
“waste,andelim-
Water. .- g

facﬂlty and, mstalla—

fe healthca e facilities.
" e Inthé’Senate 'we con- !
* tinue:tdhimprove legisla- *:

|practiceourover- -
. sight funictions to.ensure -

. pitalsin &f

2

_ theimpleméntation of our
. laws. Wealready have the

necessary lawsto ‘aid us-

towards :building -a

-the’ amount..* healthy)fesilient, sustain-
ablean climate-ddaptive -
NehavetheClean.-. .

nation.
» Ait Actf@leari Water Act,
Ecolo
Mamganmtlaw,Rmew—
able En Act, Disaster
Risk Rec tction and Man-
agemenit Law, Climate

angelAct, and People's

ity 4l Solid Waste -

Survw 1+ Fund ' Law, °

among I‘nany dthers. But

», whatismore lmportant is
1o take, ~proactive, urgent, -
“and contf

muous action.

I con,

org;
comm
ing-am;
nergencies:and

disasters 'Ljhank you.

g'ratulate the De-

partment of Health for
&useventandl .
d:you-for releas- .
tial:on safe hos- . -
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.z "-anao and |the pro- ' |

.- " of Lanao|del Sut -

R P G, T

:MSU, Lanao Surto jointly p
MARAWI CITY - .}

— The largest state . :

tniversity|in Mind- -
. wincial governiment

~* -dgreed on Monday -
.to jointly| protect.
Lake Larjao and .
‘preserve its dwin-
- dling endemic fish, -
- species. | v ot
. Lanao |del Sur
Gov. Bgdjoria
- Soraya nto-
- Adiong and Habib-
Macaayong, presi-
“dent of the Mind- '
‘anao State| Univer-
-sity (MSU), have .8
signed a memoran- » ) , .
* dum of agreement binding their offices to cooperate

W

- onthe projpcts. s I B
", The dea), forged at the provincial capitol in'Ma-
tawi City in the presence of local officials, is ‘riieant
to improvg the productivity of local fishing dom-
the lake. |- o ]
. The downstream flow of waters from the lake'that

- drains into| the shores of Lanao del Norte propels

hydroelectric plants, stpplying more than;haif of
Mindanao’s daily’power needs. P

+ The MSU, the largest government tinjversity in
Southern Rhilippines, has a fisheries college'em-
ploying praofessors with doctorate studies on Asian
freshwater| fishes and on' captive propagation of
inland fish species with high market value,

;. The university, located in Marawi City, will study
how the provincial govetnor’s office and-local offi-
. dlals iNmuncipalifies alofig Lake Lanad'ca itnprove

..., < ByJOHNUNSON' . -

Habib Macaayorig of the Mindanao State University a
ur.Gov. Bedjoria-Soraya Alonto-Adiong signed the Lake La
ection' cooperation deal in Maraw] City on'Monday. ‘

-munities while ensuring the abundance of fishes in.

otect l__f_é[fkq'tLana.o

R ' ' ‘ﬂ‘.l'é productivit)}:.bf
& o " Maranaws engaged

without causing

_ " Salma Jayne

¥

Sur’s provincial in-

Al . agreement crafted
, By the president of

- Ediong' is in sup-
4 port of the envi-
¥ ronment-protection

B
nd Lanao

“:[Jﬂ
tary:Gina Ebiaéz and the exectif

Autonomous Region in Muslitn Mindanao.

 The crafting'on Monday of {he'agreement between

MSU and ttie provincial goveiinment preceded the
activation: by the office of Alonto-Adiong in early
January of-an’inter-agency provincial Watershed
ManagementCouncil to helpithe:national govern-
ment-mariage’Lake Larido. " 12~ - . -« ‘
The national government;

inent of Lake Lanao and its w 1
exclusive authority of Malac
ARMM Regional Gover
suspended all logging operatii
around the lakein2012. = . : - .
- The ban:is.still on and regiohal officials have not
ceased in;preveriting poaching of timbers in rainforests
in proficted hinferlands Surouiding Lake L anab:

=~

ang

in inland fishing

the depletion of
iches in the lake

; 3 Tamano, Lanao del

formation officer,.
~ said on Tuésday the -

' MSU and Alonto-.

. thrusts of Depart-.
" ment of Environ-
.. ment and Natural
i Resources: Secre-:
ve department of the -

évolved the functions :
of DENR o ARMM baséd on if$ regional charter, the -
Republic Act 9054, but the pr "’t;ecl-ion-ar'xd manage- |
tersheds remained an

{for_Mtijiv Hataman
ons in forested areas -
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Investing in rivers can help

CONTINUED PROM A1 |

A master plan has also. been
completed for the Tagoloan River,
Misamis Oriental, the 13th-largest

river system in the Philippines in ~

terms -of \watershed size, as clas-
sified by|the National Water Re-
sources. Board. Other rivers with
completed master plans include
the Tagum-Libuganon, Davao del
Norte; Ilpilo-Batiano, Iloile; and
the Mari[i(ina River.

Accordingto DENR-Rbco Deputy
Executive Director Donna M. Gor-
dove, the|government is hoping to
complete|the master plan for the

Agno River, Pampanga River and

the Agusan River. While apathy
.of stakeholders led to the current
“sorry state” of many rivers, poor
enforcementof environmentallaws
both by the national and local gov-
ernmentsaggravated the situation.
The National Solid Waste Man-
agement| Commission estimates
that more than 20 percent of Met-
ro ManilLs 9,000 tons of waste,
or around 1,800 tons find their
way in cheeks canals, esteros and
rivers paJsmg through the National

Capital Region.
“In some areas, like in Metro .

Cebu am:l| Metro Davao, uncollect-
ed waste that goes into the river is

Mz

SERVICE

_——-*e__;i

PHL bag Flrst World’ status

~ more: severe,” said Ely Ildelfonso, 3
executive director of the NSWMC e

Se;retanat

Protecting sources

ON January 18 Environment
Secretary Regina Paz L. Lopez
made a policy pronouncement

vowing to, intensify the campalgn-

against the indiscriminate dump- ..
ing.of garbage and operation of .-
. open 'dumps, and even sanitary

landfills, to water bodies:

_' Lopez had ordered Quezon C1ty .
Mayor Herbert Bautista and Cebu
City Mayor Tomas Osmeria to shut:

déwn their respective c1tys sani-
tary landfills,

The Payatas Sanitary Landfillis
nearthe LaMesa Watershed, where
water from AngatandIpodamsare
processed before distribution.

The Inayawan Sanitary Landfill
_in Cebu City, meanwhile, is on a
reclamation area,

Underscoring the 1mportance
of protecting the country’s water-
sheds, Lopez said she will sign an
ordertoclosenot onlyopendumps,
butsanitarylandfills situated near
water bodies.

Environment Undersecretary
Arturo Valdez said a lot of open
dumps and sanitary landfills are
near river banks, threatening to

I ;
contaminate the country’s fresh-
water ‘Lsupply.

Destructive human activities,

; P .
. Lopez said, compromise water

sources, which she vowed “will not
happen under my watch”. She also

: " vowed tobanall development proj-

ects near watersheds that she said
are destructlve
The DENRsaidthereare ongoing

.- programs that aim to rehabilitate

the country’s open, degraded and
denuded forests, including critical

. _watersheds These programs in-

clude the National Greening Pro-

- gram- ‘(NGP) of 2010 to 2016 and

the Expanded-NGP 2017-2028.

The DENR-Environmental Man-
agemént Bureau (EMB)implements
pubhc-pnvate partnership projects
inits effort torehabilitate and pro-
tect the country’s rivers through
the Adopt—an Estero Program.

So far, the DENR-EMBhaslisted
a total of 480 esteros adopted, and
had signed a total of 640 memoran-
dum of agreementswithitsprivate-

' secto'_r partners.

The DENR-EMB also monitors
water: quahty and putsunderstrict
management reglmes SPECIflC wa-
terbodies declared aswater quality
management areas (WQMAs),

- Republic Act 9275, or the Phil- -
ippine Clean Water Act of 2004,

|
A
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mandates the DENR to designate
certain areas as WQMAs using ap-
propriate physiographicunits, such
as watershed, river basins or water
resourcesregions, to effectivelyen-
forceits provisionsand imprevethe
water quality of water bodies.
Keepmg our river basins clean
is 1mportant " DENR-EMB Acting
Director acquelme Cdancan said.
“Thatis hythe DENRhasadopted
the 1'1dge| -to-reef approach in pro-
tecting our rivers.”
.- The declaration of water bod-
.ies as WQMAs puts identified
water b(’:-dy under strict man-
agement; regime and under the
control of a governing board to
better protect them against pol-
lution and other threats.
“Under the WQMA system, the
water body is placed under the
control of a governing board that
involves various stakeholders, in-
. cluding EGUs,” Caancan said.
The governing board serves as
a planning, monitoring and coor-
dinating body It also reviews the
WQMA action plan prepared by the
EMB.So far theDENRhad declareda
-total of 3:} water bodies as WQMAs,

Problem of consciousiiess
LOPEZ said the problem besetting
the country’s rivers is a problem

WIMESItNG W AveRs I

of consciousness, which directly
translates into structural defects,
“Riversarenot seenasaconduit

" oflife—tobe revered and protect-
. edsIn Manila, for example, struc-
turally, sewerage is dumped into -

our esteros and the Pasig River,”
shesaid. “It's a structural problem
that emanates from a conscious-
ness problem.”

»+Atcording to Lopez; rivers have .

the potential to bring life, to be

. functional means of transporta-

tion, “to bring joy and beauty and
economic well-being to forge unity
and harmony in our societies”.
“Itis much harder to fix a prob-
lem once there are structures that
strengthen this consciousnessmal-
aise,” Lopez said. "What results is

disease, and the blocking of the.

economic potential of the city.”
Accordingto Lopez, thesolution
to this problemis political will and
people working together.
“There must be a shift in con-
sciousness, and this can happen if

the leaders make this happen,” she.
said. A mix of the leaders making
decisions and getting citizens of the
‘place to partake will heighten con-
. sciousness about the importance of
" rivers. “But, definitely, moneyhasto
- be spent and rules and regulations
‘imposedstrictlyto enforcethe right

\;'ﬁ-(n‘a}

consciousness. Structural defects
have to be fixed, because they ag-
gravate the problem,” she said.

Stakeholders' roles ,
THEDENR, whichisimplementing

theExpanded-NGP, iseyeingtoen- -

hance partnership with communi-

" ties to promote agro-forestry and.;

ecotourism in NGP areas.

Lopez wants NGP partners to
benefit from activities that are -
“environmentally sound,”'such as
rehablhtatmg open, degraded and

denuded forests, including water-

sheds riverbanks and turn NGP
areas into income-generating eco-
tourismarea, similar to the La Mesa
Ecopark The park, Lopez claims,
is now earning P30 million a year
from ecotourism,

Accordmg to her, for the Phll-
ippines to achieve the status of a
first-world economy, everybody
has to play a role.

“LGUs have to be superstnct
withrules. Businessesshouldnotbe
allowed to pollute waterways,” she
said. {Theprivate sector should not
pollute the ways, and the commu-
nities need to inculcate dlsc1p11ne
in not polluting the waterways.”

In the end, she said, reverence
for the country’s rivers will help

jadk up the economy.
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mo re investments and hasten development in mearby
co ‘mumtles e . "f‘b

ot 4

ng with: members of trhe Sub1c Bay -
STt Chamberof Commerce (SBFCC) on Janu—

“and water area .
7,452 ‘hectares, -
‘onlyabout 14,000
ires forming the
ncéed area, where
ichdévelopment has
ken place.

" "SBMA officials,
P “Fncmg outside’ the emstmg fenced areas is - : ST _"Ait‘\,...;.,c;, said out of,
 difficult, but T'thin 115 can be done, and 1t should the total'“”fe{n'Ee_’daérea, onlly 4bout 2,800 Hectares,

! exten ed in keepmg with the sp1r1t of Repubhc

' Act (R A) 7227, the law that created the Subxc Bay

Freep ort Zone, ©

“That's the dream,” Elsma saud refernng to
“the bid to expand the' secured area of the fred port,
whlch 1as been‘defmed under RA 7227 andset for

S A N M

. ‘be done, Eisma said. . or 20 percent, is developable |whlle the remaining
-, #.The administrator sald expandmg the secured . 11,200 hectares, or 80percen ) ofithe totalland and
. ‘aréa oqﬂrgs rt )i witeraress cgnsm’ted of ¢ithe igh sloges, forests,
- investors and'bligitiess' locators in the ZOne, as the o pfotiected aredd, o LT
tax-exempt provision and other prwﬂeges en]oyed - Under Section 12 of RA7 27 the Subic Speaal :
. by busihesses in the zone are dpphcable only: msrde Economi¢ and Freeport Zone F’onélsts of the city.of
the secured area. ‘ [ i : Olongapo and ‘the 1 mun:crpa ity of Subic in Zam-
SBMA Chairman Martm B. Difig; who was bales, the lah occup1ed by the former US Naval
also present in the meeting w1th the SBECC, also Base and it$ conﬁguous exter Sions within the ter-
sounded the call to expand the Subic Freeport’s ritorialjurisdiction ofthe ‘mur icipalitiés of Morong
~ metes and bounds upon’ h1s assumptlon to offlce and Hermosa in Bataan " 'I;
~ latelastyear. In Vi&w of thls Timiitation, ihen-Pres1dent Gloria
He Fa1d the SBMA under his admm1strat10n, Macapagal Arroyozssued EOS 75 1nNovember2007
. “will seek to max::mlze the use of the Sub1c porl: thus authqnzmg the SBMA to declare Areasoutside
¢ and de\telop rel ist the formér US’ Naval Base asi'a ﬂdmonal secured ar-
e, :‘?:ﬁ i eas” that may be operated as .pec:a] econom.lc and
; freeport zone uﬁder 1ts’superv smi’] T
develop InWédnesday s meetmg, Ei :maassured thebusi-

much limite
He gaid

i logueswi

i ofMoronga :
San Ant

ness commumty in‘the Sublc eeport‘ the agency is
now working on the expansm plan in tandem with -
neighboringlocaly governmen l1::11ts andencouraged
businesslocators and investors to share 1nputs w1th
the contlguous communities, | .

At the end of the day, Bas d on the prowsxons
‘ evera of the law [the contxguous ar is] or parts of those
© voiced out;theln xpand t Vi ‘areas are actualiy'parf of the frdk port,”Eisma said.
-oflimited la ifordevelo stri “Itis very1mporfanfto workwllth*‘the Iocal govern-
,, estates 3 ' T i © ment un1ts w1th1n” the’ contl ous zone. So, we are

The m now workmg orfthat” - gL]l ‘
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i H“ PaI;wan s local govt needs to say NO to@
Vol = - NlckelodeonTV stheme park Keep the pressure




